











before the grave receives us. His-
tory is instructive and for that rea-
son each generation needs to be
informed of the past. However, ani-
mosities do not need to be passed
on to successive generations,

Frepare the Next Generation

Free Will Baptists should prepare
the next generation for a unified
effort. Children need to be taken to
church meetings, church business
meetings, quarterly meetings,
yearly meetings, state association
meetings and the meetings of the
National Association. The lack of
dedication seen in parents who will
not bring their children to church
on Sundayand Wednesday evenings
is appalling. Why? Because it is true
that more lessons are caught than
taught.

Children are learning that one
service a week is adequate for spiri-
tual survival. They neither want nor
feel that they need an entire day set
aside for the worship of the Lord.
They are learning that commitment
to a school function is more impor-
tant than commitment to the work
of the Lord in and through the local
church.

Young people show their own
vaiues and those of their parents
when they give up church commit-
ments for long blocks of time and
then expect these positions back
during school breaks and summer
vacation. They have learned that
what they want to do takes prece-
dence over consistency in the work
of the Lord.

Free Will Baptist youth are also
learning that attending church con-
ferences is not important and is not
a binding part of the church cov-
enant. The size, infrequency of meet-
ings and great diversities require
years of involvement for complete
understanding of the workings of
this Free Will Baptist denomination,

Who in the upcoming generation
will understand the workings of the
denomination enough to love it and
keep it going? Who will work to keep
Free Will Baptist efforts united?

Free Will Baptist children need to
be raised in the Free Will Baptist
organization. Attend the meetings.
Take your children with you. Par-
ticipate in the meetings in a positive

and informed manner so the next
generation will want to serve the
Lord in the Free Will Baptist ranks.

Worship Together

Free Will Baptists should visit
sister Free Will Baptist churches
and conferences when possible,
especially those that do things dif-
ferently than you do. Visiting will
show interest and concern for these
fellow believers and it may show a
godly sincerity which had not been
recognized before. Traveling a dis-
tance to worship with someone
breaks down many barriers to unity.

Listen fo Others

Free Will Baptists should be ea-
ger to hear the ideas of others. If
each generation is responsible to
reach its own generation, we must
be willingto allow them to do that in
their own way. Myopic vision is tol-
erable for the mule who needs to
see only the single row, but it is an
impediment for the farmer who
needs to work the whole field.

The new ideas of the past are the
old ideas of the present. The new
ideas of today will be the old ideas
of tomorrow. Effectiveness and effi-
ciency in the Lord's work is our
goal. Increase your visions. Allow
the old and new ideas of others to
sharpen your axe (Eccl. 10:10; Prov.
27:17). Your effectiveness might in-
crease,

Accept People

Free Will Baptists should learn to
separate individuals from inciden-
tal issues. Allow the Lord to minis-
ter to you through preachers with
whom you disagree and through
singers from Christian ministries
you do not personally support. Paul
admitted late in life that John Mark
had changed and now the apostle
himseif was in need of Mark's minis-
try (If Tim. 4:11).

Cooperate

Free Will Baptists should be will-
ing to cooperate with the efforts of
others, even if their burden is differ-
ent. Cooperation suggests team-
work, not sinful compromise. I like
what J. Vernon McGee said. In a

November 2, 1992, broadcast of an
earlier message, he said, “I need all
the friends | can get. I will not sepa-
rate from those who agree with me
on the essentials but disagree on
the incidentals.”

Also, there must be some coop-
eration between believers whose
standards are not the same, Conver-
sion does not eradicate all traces of
the old nature. Progressive sanctifi-
cation as well as instantaneous, po-
sitional sanctification which takes
placeat conversion are both present
in the lives of all believers. Progres-
sivesanctificationis presentin vary-
ing degrees, positional sanctifica-
tion is not.

We may not like it, but the Corin-
thians were addressed as “sancti-
fied...saints” (I Cor. 1:2) and called
immature, “babes in Christ” who
were “carnal” (I Cor. 3:1, 3). In |
Thessalonians 5:14 Paul mentions
fourtypesofbelieversinthe church:
the lazy, the discouraged, the spiri-
tually weak, and the strong who are
to be patient toward the others,

Weak believers are still in the
body of Christ, Rather than try to
excise them, the strong are to pa-
tiently minister to them and encour-
age them to grow.

Diversity is not a scriptural prob-
lem but disunity is. In fact, it is a
spiritual problem. As Free Will Bap-
tists, let us lovingly promote unity
in diversity. m

ABQUT THE WRITER: Reverend Jeff Crabiree pas-
tors First Free Will Baptist Church in Roanoke, Vir-
ginia. He also serves as Yirginia's promoticnat director
and General Board member.
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love each other, much less those
who are unsaved and headed for an
eternal life in Hell, We have the most
incredible bond in all the world; we
have accepted the love of Jesus
Christ and are now attempting to
give that kind of love in return.
Should we not be encouraging our
Christian brothers and sisters in-
stead of tearing them down?

This is an area that we need to
work on as Free Will Baptists. If not,
10 years from now, the non-Chris-
tians won’t believe the agape love
that we preach, because we will have
little among ourselves. Observing
how many in our denomination be-
have when confronted with differ-
ing opinions frustrates those of us
who are the younger generation.

In contrast, how exciting in De-
cember 1991 when the first Free Wil
Baptist Classic basketball tourna-
ment was held between our four
colleges. Finally, we had a chance to
reconcile differences that had
caused hard feelings in the denomi-
nation for years. Hopefully, the
younger generations' eyes will be
opened to see that we are all on the
same team, working together to ac-
complish great things for the Lord.

Learn to Care

Once old wounds begin to heal,
we may concentrate more on out-
reach to the unsaved. Just exactly
where are we headed? Statistics
show that within a few years, our
present missionaries, pastors and
other denominational leaders will
retire into other forms of Christian
work. The younger generation will
take their places. | believe there
should be a push here and now to
disciple and train those of us who
will follow in order to carry on the
heart of what this denomination
stands for.

The problem lies not only in lack
of training, but lack of interest on
our part. Apathy has begun to set in
among our young people. Interest in
outreach falters because we as
young people do not receive the
ministry to ourselves that we need,
[n turn, we have nothing to share.

We live in a cruel world, and our
Christianity does not make us im-
permeable to problems life throws
our way. The pain that Christian

teenagers go through often seems
immeasurable. It also goes unno-
ticed. Teenagers today hide their
fears well.

Take time out to pray for the
young people at your church. Take
time out to stop and ask them how
they are doing, and be sincere ahout
it. They probably will not open up to
you, but just to know that someone
cares enough to ask will mean a lot
to them. You may never know what
an impact you have made on
someone’s life.

Trust me, Iwill never forget those
who prayed for me and are continu-
ingtopray through the difficult times
inmylife. Make surethereis astrong
youth group in your church. Push
youth activities that will bring the
group closer. That is just one more
place for ayoung persontogowhere
he knows people careabout him and
his needs.

Young people face problems now
that were not prominent 10 years
ago. If we do not minister to their
needs, it will only get worse. Once
this generation has its needs met,
they will be better equipped to min-
ister to the needs of their unsaved
peers.

Help teensseethat good cancome
out of a bad experience. One day,
they may be able to help another
who goes through a similar ordeal—
whether it be a Christian brother or
an unsaved friend.

Practice Biblical Stewardship

Another problem that will affect
the ministry of the younger genera-
tion in years to come and that is
beginning to affect Christian minis-
try now, is lack of financial giving.
Our Christian organizations are in
great financial need, and it is only
through our giving that these insti-
tutions continue,

We need our Free Will Baptist
colleges; we need to continue sup-
porting our missionaries; we espe-
cially need to keep giving to our
churches. The less we give, the
greater the burden on the individual
trying to do God’s work.

It’s heartbreaking to hear of mis-
stonaries whose accounts arein the
red. It’s discouraging to those of us
interested in the mission field. The
same goes for those in college. The

less you give to the institution, the
more the student is forced to pay.
Quite a few students are unable to
pay their school bills. How sad that
such potential for the Lord goes to
waste because we will not give,

Remember the widow who gave
everything? Do not be satisfied with
giving only 10 percent. Pick a mis-
sionary or college student to sup-
port, Your gift now could make a
great impact on our future. It is
through these institutions that our
young peoplie are being instructed
and discipled on how to effectively
minister.

We are not only receiving Chris-
tian training but an education in
other areas. If we are not careful,
our ignorance will be our downfall.

Many laity ask: what canIdo that
will make a difference? Maybe the
question should be, what can you
not do that will not make a differ-
ence? Do youwant tofeel good about
theyouth ofthe denomination? Then
give some of your time. Our denomi-
nation could be doing amazing things
10 years from now, for God’s glory,
not our own.

Never close doors that are not in
line with our traditions; it could be
God’'sopeningfor us towalk through.
Always be willing for change, but
approach it with caution. Reach out
tothoseinneed; love each other like
Christ loves us. Pray without ceas-
ing, and continue to set goals for our
denomination. We will work harder
if there is something specific to be
obtained.

[ am casting my lot with the Free
Will Baptist denomination. { want to
do my part to make the dream a
reality. I plan to be here 10 years
from now. m

ABOUT THE WRITER: Jili Goodfeliow is a rising junior
at Free Will Baptist Bible Coliege in Nashville, Tennes-
see.
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I hesitated at the ordinance of
feet washing. But when I finally took
part in the quarterly service at our
churchThad a feeling of really being
in the family of God and having the
respect and love for my brothers in
the church like never before.

Where couldlever have had such
positive experiences of growth in
spiritual things and love for my Lord
as inthe Free Will Baptist denomina-
tion and through the wonderful
people there.

God’s Call

So I am a Free Will Baptist today
because | feel that this is God's
choice for me. [ believe it was and is
God’s will for me to be a Free Will
Baptist churchman,

Near the end of my first year in
the church{began to deal with some-
thing I could not understand. Deep
down in my soul I felt the urging of
the Holy Spirit to surrender my life
for a greater, more personal ser-
vice. ] prayed earnestly for the cour-
age to respond to this moving in my
heart and for some kind of a hint as
to its direction.

One Sunday morning my former
Sunday School teacher asked me if |
felt called to the ministry. The same
Sunday morning a dear saint of God
who was a spiritual mother to us all
asked me the same question. I went
to the pastor with my dilemma, and
he told me the Lord had been dea}-
ing with him ahout my call to the
minisiry.

[ prayed and wept trying to get
the courage to admit my calling.
And then exactly a year from the
Sunday on which 1 had joined the
church, I stood before the congrega-
tion of First Free Will Baptist Church
inFlatRiver, Missouri, and confessed
my calling. The church responded
by voting to license me to preach
the gospel.

[ say with new emphasis and
thanksgiving that I am Free Will Bap-
tist because through the ministry of
acaring, sharing, loving church fam-
ily, a Free Will Baptist church fam-
ily, God opened the doors and called
me into the ministry of the gospel
preaching and impressed upon me
the world as my parish.

Miracle People

Our denomination is small as na-
tional church organizations go. ] do
not particularly love smallness in
itself, but our being small has given
God a greater chance to work
through us. We have neither the
numbers nor financial assets to op-
erate on our own.

We have learned that God's
miracles have for us taken the place
of numbers. We have seen His
miracles in bringing our scattered
remnants together in 1935 to form
our National Association. There was
a miracle again in 1942 when Free
Will Baptist Bible College became a
reality.

Our world missions program had
not functioned since 1910 until 1935

when God’s hand on asouth Georgia
young lady resulted in her going to
India to once more get us into world
missions. Recently, we witnessed
and had part in the greatest finan-
cial miracle we have seen among
us—$400,000 given in three months
to meet a serious crisis in our col-
lege in Nashville,

We are truly a denomination of
miracles. We’'ll see many more of
the same as the need arises.

I'm honored and blessed of God
to be both on the believing and re-
ceiving side of these wonderful hap-
penings. I'm glad to be a Free Will
Baptist because the miracles of God
have revived and sustained us over
the years. Soon He is going to make
us part of the greatest miracle of
all—raising us from this mundane,
insufficient state in which we now
find ourselves to the fullness and
perfection of eternal and heavenly
glory. m

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Damon . Dodd is a retired
Free Wil Baptist minister who resides in Colquitt,
Georgia.
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move five times in five months. He
servedinthe Continental Army with-
out pay. He lived out his life in pov-
erty.

Thomas Nelson, Jr.

This Virginian raised $2 million
on his own signature to provide sup-
plies to the French fleet, America’s
ally. He personally paid the debt
after the war, wiping out his entire
estate, and was never reimbursed
by Congress. During the war, when
the British made his home their head-
quarters, he asked General Wash-
ington to open fire, destroying it. He
died bankrupt.

Francis Lewis

The British jailed his wife, where
shedied. Hishome was destroyed in
the war,

John Hart

He was driven from his wife’s
death bed, and his 13 children were
scattered. His grist mill and fields
were destroyed. Throughout the war
he lived as a fugitive from the Brit-
ish. Returning home in December
1777, he found that his wife had
died, and that his children had van-
ished.

The Others

Vandals or soldiers, probably
both, looted the properties of Ellery,
Clymer, Hall, Walton, Gwinnet,

Heyward, Ruttledge and Middleton.
Of the 56 men who signed the Decla-
ration of Independence: five were
captured by the British; 12 had their
homes ransacked and burned; two
lost their sons in the Continental
Army; two had sons captured by the
British; nine fought and died from
wounds or the hardships of the war.

John Quincy Adams said, “Pos-
terity—you will never know how
much it has cost my generation to
preserve your freedom. | hope you
make good use of it.”

Thomas Payne sald, “What we
obtain too cheaply, we esteem too
lightly; it is dearness only that gives
everything value. Heaven knows how
to put a price upon its goods, and it
would be strange indeed if so celes-
tial an article as freedom should not
be highly rated.”

The Greatest Freedom

These men had security in life.
Theyknew thetaste of success. They
possessed good fortune, ease and
influence But they valued liberty
even more,

Much like our colonial ancestors,
we too have pledged our lives, our
fortunes and our sacred honor to a
cause . . . the cause of Christ, the
salvation of men. Jesus said, “So
likewise, whosoever he be of you
that forsaketh not all that he hath,
he cannot be my disciple” (Luke
14:33)}.

When you stand by faith at the
foot of the cross—the Christian’s

liberty—it does not look like much
by man’s standards. But if you stand
therelongenough, look deep enough,
listen close enough, vou'll sense the
presence of a freedom that came at
the highest of all costs, the blood of
God’s only begotten Son,

All other freedoms of any size,
kind or cost, pale in comparison to
Calvary’s freedom. They are but
imitators of God’s freedom in Christ.

At the foot of Calvary, the words
of freedom still ring out loud and
long. There is no restriction of na-
tionality, language, color of skin, sex
or heritage.

Have we esteemed our freedom
too cheaply? Have we failed to make
good use of our freedom? Have we
de-valued freedom? Maybe it's time
tovisit the old landmarks, the scenes
where freedom’s price tag was
bought and paid for, It may be time
to go back and see, feel, learn and
know what freedom truly means. m

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend David Taylor pas-
tors First Free Wil Baptist Church in Tucson, Arizona.

(Reason to Live from Page 13)

Like a gentle rain after a dry sum-
mer, my thirsty soul was finally re-
ceptive tothe spiritual nourishment
it needed. [ looked over at my father
sitting next to me on the pew. This is
why his smile comes easy, | thought
to myself. This was why he could
put my needs above his own. He
trusted a merciful God.

After the church service, Mom
prepared lunch and I hurried to
change into a sweatsuit. “Dad,” I
asked, coming into the living room,
“could we take a walk?”

It was a warm spring day. We
walked to the end of the street and
continued down alesstraveledroad.
I'told him what my therapist Jerilyn

had said. “It really started me thinking
that God has a purpose for my life. |
think I'm ready to come back to Him.”

My father brightened. “Son, that's
wonderful. Would you like to pray
right here?”

I looked around me, turned and
faced my father, amazed. It was the
exact spot where | overdosed.

When we prayed, my chest felt
filled to capacity, so real was God's
love.

Every day since has been a drug-
free adventure. Matt has also made
big changes. He's now a regular
church attender, too,

[ have my driver’s license again.
Last summer I took several college
courses and worked a part-time job.

Today, I'm a full-time student at my
father’s alma mater, Free Will Bap-
tist Bible College, in Nashville, Ten-
nessee. I'm training to be a mission-
ary/nurse, [ want to help others like
1 have been helped. I want others to
know that God has a plan for each of
us, a reason to live, &

E ABOUT THE WRITER:
= Jonathan Reeves just fin-
2 ished his first semester
2 at Free Will Baptist Bible
Coliege.

ABOQUT THE WRITER:
Marsha Gallardo is a
& freefance writer who re-
E sidesin Franklin, Tennes-
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new friend, Jesus, had taken the
place of my old friend, Stanley. Stan
and [ traveled two distinctly differ-
ent paths.

About four years ago [ felt a deep
burden for Stanley. I determined that
my next trip to 5t. Louis | would go
see him. | wanted to talk to him
about the Lord,

When | rang the doorbell, Stan
came to the door. I couldn’t believe
the wreck of a human being that |
found. He was a member of the “zip-
per” club. He had just undergone
open heart surgery for the second
time. He still had the staples in his
chest. He was skin and bones.

I was not successful in leading
Stan to the Lord that night. I left
discouraged but with the intention
of going back again. Somehow Inever
found the time. Two years ago |
heard that Stan died. | don’t know if
he ever came to know the Lord. |
hope he did.

[do know that Stan made a choice
on that cold November night years
ago. | also made a choice. | chose
Jesus. Oh, how I wish that Stan had
chosen this same Jesus. The two of
us then could have walked through
life as close friends.

You see, the Bible says, “Can two
walk together unless they are
agreed?” StanandInolonger agreed.
We could no longer walk together.
Unless Stan was saved, I'll never see
him again.

[ have told this story for one rea-
son. If you have an unsaved friend,
don’tfailto prayfor him.Don't fail to
witness to him. I know that I did not
pray enough for Stanley. [ know that
I didn’t witness enough to him. May
God forgive me for my laxity. m

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Roger Reeds is general
director of the Sunday School and Church Training
Department.
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We meet this Tuesday. Come join
us.”

Praise the Lord! From this invita-
tion has grown a relationship which
has opened other doors of servicein
the secular bike world in our area.

Much of the riding of secular or-
ganizations is done on Sundays. We
have been invited to join many of
these rides. The progress has been
slow, but steady. From just an ac-
quaintance to a relationship and
friends we were there, wearing our
colors.

Then came the first time we were
asked to pray, then church service
in the mountains, then three were
saved. The presence of Christians
was a first at these rides and camp
outs, No one had ever dared attend
orapproach these cycle groups with
a gospel witness.

Our chapter was invited to par-
ticipate in the three-day Oregon
Trails Sweepstakes Camp Out, a fund

Church service with bikers from Nevada and Idaho.

witness of Christ’s love for him. All
of us expected never to hear from
him again. He was going from Or-
egon to Texas.

Two months later we received a
letter from him explaining his trip.
His best friend had died. He planned
togotothefuneral and then commit
suicide. The Lord used our few min-
utes with him to cause him to think
and pray as his trip continued. Now
he was back in Oregon with his life
straightened out and serving God.

Helping Uncle Sam

God has continued to open doors
for service to the motorcycle crowd.
Last fall, a cycle bunch from Moun-
tain Home Air Force Base invited us
to participate in a fund raiser with
them. This was for food baskets for
Air Force families during Christmas.
We met at the appointed time.

Their leader, Nix, called every-

raiser for handicapped children. We
alsowere asked to conduct a church
service Sunday morning. For a Chris-
tian motorcycle group to be there
was afirst and a church service too,
wow! A 13-year-old event and never
a Christian witness. Three were
saved.

Death Ride

On one of our chapter rides we
stopped at a truck stop for a break.
Four of us guys walked down to
meet another biker who was obvi-
ously traveling as he had a sleeping
bag and rain gear strapped to his
bike. We befriended him and left a

one together. “Listen up, guys, we
got this Christian bunch here and
we are going to have a prayer before
we ride.” This was another first.

I heard someone say, “] hope he
doesn’t preach, too.” Well, we didn’t
preach, but after the ride, Nix asked
us to come in December to help box
the food. A letter followed the ver-
bal invitation with an itinerary for
the day.

Breakfast with the general and
his staff, work with the Air Force
personnel boxingfood, an organized
tour of the base—in other words,
red carpet treatment all day. Our
chapter has an invitation to work

and ride with them in 1993 and a
request from their riders to join us.

Mostimportant, two families gave
their lives to God and we have had
the opportunity to start Bible study
with some of the staff.

The Payoff

Bikers, from weekend ioy riders
tohard core outlaws, need somecne
to cross the cultural lines and tell
them about Jesus. [t means sleeping
in tents, since motels are much tco
expensive. [t means lots of riding,
not having a fine pulpit or a car-
peted church to pastor.

One Sunday morning after ser-
vice on amountainside with a bunch
of bikers, | felt an arm slip around
my shoulder. A fellow with longer
hair than acceptable in most of our
churches, three earrings, chains on
his boots, and tears streaming down
his cheeks, said, “Preacher Tom,
Jesus changed me today.Ibeentryin'
to change, but He did it {for me.
Thank you.”

A walnut pulpit and the finest
carpet can’t produce a reward such
as that!'m

ABOUT THE WRITER:Reverend Tom Carlson is a
Free Will Baptist minister who resides in Jerome,
tdaho.
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