











beat for the souls of men, built
churches and preached the Word
faithfully,

| know that other denominations
have their heroes, too. Great men
who have graced the ranks of other
Bible-believing groups. ldo not ques-
tion that fact.

However, these are our heroes.
Men like Paul Palmer, Benjamin
Randall, E. E. Morris, L. R. Ennis, J. R.
Davidson, Walter Nobles and thou-
sands of others. Today, many of
them are known only to the Lord,
buttheyarethesoldiers ofthe cross
who have gone before us. No other
group can claim them,

These men made it possible not
only for metohave aplaceto preach
and work, but also made it possible
for me to have a place to hear the
gospel, to be saved, to be taught the
blessed Book, and answer the call to
preach His glorious gospel. These
are the men who built our schools
and had a vision for my generation.

Praise God for the heritage we
possess! It truly is in itself a unique
treasure,

Docirine

Second, we have a unique doc-
trine. I do not mean by this that we
are different with regard to the fun-
damentals of the faith. Any group
faithfully preaching the Bible will
preach the truth.

We are unique, however, in sev-
eral ways. We believe the plenary,
verbal inspiration of the Bible (in
contrast to those who preach some
other form of inspiration or reject
inspiration altogether). We believe
and teach the Bible to be the sover-
eign answer to all of life’s questions,
Not only can man learn about God in
the Bible, but it is the only place to
find God.

We preach a whosoever will gos-
pel (in contrast to the Calvinist doc-
trine of foreordination). When 1
preach-or witness, [ can tell anyone
anywhere that he can be saved by
repentance of sin and faith in Jesus
Christ. Free Wil Baptists are strong
concerning the sovereignty of God,
but also hold firmly to the “free will”
of man. We were branded “Free
Willers” because of this uniqueness.

As “Free Willers” we preach that
believers go to heaven, and oniy

believers, Salvation does not come
by works, being a Free Wiil Baptist
(or a member of any other group),
being baptized, confirmed, going to
mass or following some set of rules,
Mankind is saved by faith, kept by
faith, given full assurance of salva-
tion by faith and lives the Christian
life by faith in the risen Christ of
Calvary. Salvationis conditioned up-
on a continuing faith—plus nothing,

Conservative

Third, the conservative nature of
the doctrine of Free Will Baptists
makes us conservativein every other
way (in contrast to those who would
embrace a liberal philosophy). This
makes us primarily conservative in
politics, social issues and standards
of living.

The Bible is the “only rule of faith
and practice.” Therefore, ratherthan
following the trends of the day (hu-
manism, socialism, existentialism,
New Age, etc.) we stand for the un-
changing principles of the Word of
God.

This means that we believe and
practice separation (not isolation).
Ecclesiastical separationfromthose
who deny the fundamentals of the
faith, as well as social separation
referred to in our Free Will Baptist
Covenant, make us unique.

The very fact that we as Free Will
Baptists build our philosophy upon
the Word of God is quite comforting
tome as a pastor.I do not have to be
sure that I am following the right
trend or have heard the latest ex-
pert. My role involves faithfully fol-
lowing the immutable God of the
universe who has revealed Himself
in His Book, the Bible.

This very point puts us in con-
trast to those who propagate that
Christians are to be like the world to
win the world. These will laugh and
call us “out of step with the times.”
As a Free Will Baptist pastor, how-
ever, | must stand for the holiness of
God. This will always make me
unique.

This does not mean that we are
not progressive. We are different in
that we are moving into the 90's with
the infallible Word of God, not leav-
ing it behind. As a Free Will Baptist
pastor I must realize that change is
not only imminent, but necessary.

Change is good so long as the Bible
does not lose its sovereign place in
the process.

Making a Reat Differenice

Can [ as a Free Will Baptist pastor
really make a difference in this de-
cade of the 90°s? The answer is, Yes!
Can it be done in the framework of
the Free Will Baptist distinctives?
The answer again is, Yes! | do not
needtobelike alltherestin orderto
get ashare of the body of Christ. I do
not have to seft pedal or he embar-
rassed about who | am. [ must sim-
ply preach the Word of the Lord.

My heritage, doctrine and con-
servative philosophy which iden-
tify me comprise the tool the Holy
Spirit can use to reach a world look-
ing for someone who will teach the
unchanging Truth with courage and
compassion, My task of carrying the
gospel to every creature, of helping
men and women follow the precious
Word of God through the power of
the Holy Spirit, can and will be ful-
filled in the ranks of Free Will Bap-
tists.

We surely are unique in ways for
which we can praise the Lord, but
the message of “rest unto your souls”
is still the same. Jesus said, “Come
unto me. .. and [ will give you rest.”
This will always make a difference.
His Word will not return void.

It is our uniqueness that has kept
us proclaiming that message in the
past. It will do so in the future. As a
Free Will Baptist pastor, [ can joy-
fully bring those I am privileged to
reach with this message into the
environment of Free Will Baptists, |
can know that the uniqueness of
Free Will Baptists will be used of
God to build people for His glory. m
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sity of Connecticut School of Medi-
cine says that alcoholism in every
country mirrors the national rate of
consumption at a ration of onein 10.
Out of every 10 who drink, one will
become an alcoholic.

Alcohol is costing our nation
dearly. In 1991, Dr. Meyer reported
that the USA had 4 million alcohol-
ics and another 6 million problem
drinkers. Together these cause
20,000 traffic deaths per year. Half
of all automobile fatalities involve
alcohol; in the case of teenage
deaths, the figure is 60%. A recent
television report disclosed that 12
teenagers die every day in automeo-
bile accidents where drinking is a
factor.

Alcoholis ofteninvolvedincrimes
of violence; as many as 25,000 mur-
ders and suicides per year are alco-
hol related. Dr. Meyer says the eco-
nomic cost of alcoholism—lost time
at work, medical and hospital ex-
penses, property damage, welfare
costs, etc., is about $60 billion a year,

Adults in the USA drink almost 40
gallons of alcohol per capita per
year. They consume more beer per
capita than either coffee or milk.
More people use alcoholthan smoke
cigarettes. Alcohol is the drug of
choice of our youth. In 1991, a sur-
vey of high school seniors showed
that 88% had used alcohol compared
to 37% who used marijuana, 9% who
had tried LSD, 8% who had used
cocaine, 3% who had tried crack,
and less than one percent who had
used heroin.

Among#8&thgraders, 54% said they
had tried alcohol; by the 10th grade
the number was 72%. Some 27% of
8th graders claimed to have gotten
drunk at least once.

In the age group from 18-34, 60%
claim to be regular users of alcohol,
Of the total adult population, 38%
acdmit to having five or more drinks
on any day. Among those 18 to 29
years oid, thenumber jumps to 54%,
One of every 10 who take up drink-
ing will become an alcoholic, a drug
addict. No one can predict which
one.

Moderation is not sufficient, The
smallest amount of aicohol affects
the brain. Judgment and the ability
to think begin to be impaired with
the first drink. In an effort to save

teens from death on the highway,
several states are enacting new leg-
islation.

Underthe new laws, ateen canbe
charged with driving while in an
impaired condition with a blood al-
cohol level 0f.02%. It takes less than
one beer to produce that level. The
new laws, reportedly, are already
cutting teen fatalities dramatically.
Obviously, even drinking in mod-
eration can cripple and kill.

The long-term toll alcohol takes
is devastating. The life span of an
alcoholicis reduced 10-12 years. He
(or she-—the number of women and
girls addicted to alcohol has risen
greatly in recent years) may suffer
cirrhosis of the liver, liver cancer or
cancer of mouth, throat or larynx,
Permanent brain damage with loss
of memory, confusion, impaired vi-
sion, amnesia and hallucinations are
all common effects of long-term use
of alcohol.

Drinking by expectant mothers
oftenleadstofetalalcoholsyndrome
with mental, physical and behav-
toral abnormalities. The greatest
peril may be the fact that children of
alcoholics are more likely to be-
come alcoholics themselves.

The cost in perscnal health, ru-
ined lives, teens killed in car acci-
dents, heart-broken parents, child
and wife abuse and needless suffer-
ingisincomprehensible. Alcoholhas
nothing of value to offer, and can
destroy everything of lasting value.
It shatters dreams and robs its vic-
tims of hope. Would it not be insane
to fail to teach and practice absti-
nence when the future of our chil-
dren and our nation are at stake?

Hased on the Bible

While our denominational heri-
tage and good sense reinforce our
practice of total abstinence, our
conviction is based upon the Word
of God. Our greatest concerns are
spiritual and eternal rather than
physical and temporal.

We take seriously the scriptural
condemnations of drunkenness and
warnings against strong drink. We
have not missed the lesson to be
learned from Israel’s national fail-
ure at this point. Strong drink led
people, prophets, priest and kings

into national ruin and exile (Isaiah
28:7). The shame of Noah and Lot
remind us of the folly of alcohol,

Jesus and Paul warn against
drunkenness (Luke 21:34; Romans
13:13). Drunkenness is identified as
a work of the flesh (Galatians 5:21),
and it is contrasted with the fuliness
of the Holy Spirit which is to charac-
terize God’s people. As those who
love the Lord, we are concerned
that we not defile our bodies, the
temple of the Holy Spirit (I Corin-
thians 6:19) that we may present
them as holy offerings to the Lord
(Romans 12:1).

Alcohol in no way contributes to
the upbuilding of anyone nor of the
kingdom of God. On the contrary, it
does much harm. Drunkards have
no part in the kingdom of God (I
Corinthians 6:10), but God is in the
business of saving drunkards (1
Corinthians 6:11). Moreover, any-
thing that can bring us under con-
trol or cause another to stumble has
no part in the life of one who loves
the Lord and his neighbor as him-
self.

The example of abstinence has
offered hope of deliverance to many
enslaved by strong drink, and never
hasitled anyone into the bondage of
drunkenness. That cannot be said of
moderation, much less of what the
world calls abuse of alcohol.

The message of total abstinence
is not popular today, but it is des-
perately needed in our churches as
well as in our communities. The hour
demands not only a joyful faithful-
ness in the practice of abstinence,
but also vigorous, compassionate,
courageous preaching and teaching
of abstinence as a Christian virtue. &

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Ralph Hampton is
the moderator of the National Association of Free Will
Baptists.

August 1993, Contact 15






















































