














under the direction of Jerry Carra-
way brought the special music. Their
rendition of “A Few Good Men” was
well received by the congregation.

The Resounding Praise Handbell
Cholr from Donelson FWB Church of
Nashville, Tennessee, played sev-
eral selections during the Monday
evening worship service. Since few
Free Will Baptist churches have
handhell choirs, this was a different
type musical experience for many of
those present.

All four of our Free Will Baptist
colleges were represented by musi-
cal ensembles, These young people

Convention music coordinator Vernon
Whaley (1), organist Richard McDonald,
pianist Jerry Carraway.

panied the congrega
tional singing and part o
the special music of th
convention on the piano
and organ.

Music is an importan
and much-enjoyed par
of worship in Free Wil
Baptist churches, anc
this was evident at Con
vention '93.

Together in Learning

Anational conventio
is a tremendous learn
ing opportunity for Fre

Will Baptists. On Sunda
morning there are Sun
day School classes fo
all ages which are taugh
by men and women wit}
many years of experi
ence in teaching. Thi
year the adult class stud
ied Psalm 72, The teach
er was Dr, Thomas L
Marberry who has taugh
Bible at Hillsdale FW
College since 1975.

Former moderator, Ralph Staten.

OnTuesday afternoon
several commissions and agencies
sponsor seminars which deal with a
variety of interest to our people.
This year the Commission for Theo-
logical Integrity sponsored a semi-
nar on the doctrine of etection. Dy.
Robert Piciritli, academic dean at
Free Will Baptist Bible College, con-

trasted the unconditional view of
election which is found in Calvinism
with the conditional view of election
which is found in our ranks.

The Double in a Decade seminar
dealt with church growth. The
speaker was Rev. Claudie Hames,
who has pastored First FWB Church

sang at different times throughout
the convention. They are a credit to
our denomination.

Several other groups and en-
sembles sang during the convention
as well. The Florida Ministers Quar-
tet sang Sunday morning. Joe Jones
and Ken Riggs sanga duet duringthe
Wednesday evening service,

Solos were performed by several
individuals including Jerry Carra-
way, Elton Wilson, Stanley Jones,
Darryl Ferrington and BrendaWebb.
Their talent and hard work contrib-
uted to the spirit of worship.

We also had outstanding congre-
gational singing. There was a good
mixture of hymns, gospel songs and
contemporary choruses. A special
vote of thanks to Jerry Carraway
and Richard McDonald who accom-
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of Bakersfield, California, for 29
years. During these years, Pastor
Hames has given great emphasis to
evangelism; he and his church mem-
bers have led many souls to Christ.
During the seminar he discussed
how the man of God must he involved
in church growth. He reminded us
that therearethree principles in grow-
ing a church, They are {1) work, (2)
work hard and (3) work harder.
The Music Commission Seminar
was a reading session. Those who
attended the seminar had the op-
portunity to sing several new pieces
of Christian music provided by the
publishers. This gave these music
directors and others opportunity to
seelirst-hand some of the best Chris-
tian music being published today.
The Master’s Men Congress also
met Tuesday afternoon. This is an
organization of laymen from every

Layman of the Year-Richard Byers.

to involve laymen more in the work
of God and our denomination. It also
serves as an advisory body to the
Master's Men Board. The officers of
the Master’s Men Congress are: Roy
Copeland, moderator; Howard Price,
assistant moderator; Harvey Crain,
clerk; and KenNabors, assistant clerk.

Therewerealso 33 exhibitors with
62 booths in the exhibit area of the
convention. All national departments
staffed booths where delegates and
visitors could learn more about their
work and meet some of their person-
nel. All four of our denominational

Speaker Clifford Austin {1). Co-chairmen of the K emuc-k}
Richard VanHoose and pramotional director Tim York.

colleges and several other Free Will
Baptist organizations (such as chil-
dren’s homes) maintained booths.

We need to know more about the
work of cur denomination, Conven-
tion "33 gave us the opportunity to
learn more about what God is doing
among us,

Together in Fellowship

In my opinion, one
of the most valuable
aspects of a National
Association is the op-
portunity to fetlow-
ship with other Free
Witl Baptists from
across the country
and around the world,
The General Board

us that “worship involves participa-
tion, not observation.”

The Hillsdale FWB College Lun-
cheon met at noon Tuesday. Rev.
Randy Wilson challenged the group
to value and support Christian
higher education in a time when
Christian colleges arefacingincreas-
ing problemsin the areas of finances,
enrollment and accreditation. Presi-
dent Shepherd also gave an update

Breakfast on Monday
morning brought to-
gether those who had
been chosen by the
various states to heip
transact the business
of the denomination,

The Music Minis-
tries Breakfast on
Tuesday morning
brought together
those who have a spe-
cial interest in music.
The speaker for this
year's breakfast was
Rev. Joe Grizzle, He
discussed how a
greater emphasis on
worship and praise
changed his own life
and the life of his
church. He reminded

One monath after open-heart surgery, Home Missions director
Roy Thomas wheels to convention services.
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on the current status of Hillsdale.
The State Leaders Breakfast met

Wednesday morning. There was no

program, It simply gave an opportu-

Foreign Missions director Eugene Waddell
reports to the General Boared.

nity for informal discussion and fel-
lowship among those who occupy
positions of leadership in our state
associations.

Atnoon onWednesday the alumni
and friends of Free Wili Baptist Bible
College gathered for their annual
luncheon, Dr. Robert Picirilli, aca-
demic dean, gave an update on the
college's efforts to obtain regional
accreditation. Dr. Ken Riggs gave an
overview of the current fund-raising
project sponsored by the Alumni
Association, it calls for alumni and
friends of FWBBC to raise $75,000 to
fund for two years the position of
alumni director at the college,

One of the highlights of the con-
vention every year is the Wednes-
day evening Master's Men Dinner.
Rev. Jerry Gibbs, missionary to
France, was the speaker this year.
He talked about some of the men,
bothlaymen and ministers, who had
beenimportant influences in his life,
In his message he reminded us how
important it is to be a good example
ofJesus Christin our everyday lives.

Each year at this dinner, our de-
nomination recognizes two laymen
who haverendered outstanding ser-
vice during the past year. This year
Richard H. Byers of Indiana was se-
lected as Layman of the Year. Lester
White of Oklahoma was selected as
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Runner-Up Layman of the Year,
These men have given generously of
their time and talents both to their
local churches and to the work of
our denomination as a whole.

Together in Missions

All Free Will Baptists share the
commitment to carry the gospel to
lost men and women both at home
and abroad. We may disagree on
methods and strategies, as we did at
this convention, but there is no dis-
agreement on our desire to carry
out the Great Commission, As they
do every year, both the Home Mis-
sions and Forelgn Missions Depart-
ments gave reports on their activi-
ties andinvited questions fromthose
attending the convention.

Home Missions

The Home Missions Department
reported that 87 families of mission-
aries, associate missionaries, tent-
makers and Mexican national pas-
tors served with the department in
1992, Seven missionary families
were appointed in 1992, Missionary

field, California, had the largest at-
tendance with 1,703 people in atten-
dance. The goal for Roll Call Sunday
in 1994 is 270,000.

On Monday afternoon of the con-
vention, the Home Missions Depart-
ment sponsored a Free Will Baptist
Camp Meeting. There was much
good singing at this service. The
principal speaker was Trymon
Messer, associate director for the
department. He challenged the con-
gregation to remember that soul-
winning is the main thing, and that
they must always be careful to keep
the main thing the main thing.

During the business session, the
proposed budget of the Home Mis-
sions Department was approved. [t
totals $2.6 million for 1994.

Foreign Missions

The Foreign Missions Board re-
port was presented by General Di-
rector Eugene Waddell. Hereported
120 missionaries were serving Iree
Will Baptists in 10 countries as of
January 1, 1993. These figures do
not include Cuba where the minis-
try has been maintained by national

Delegates stand at every microphone during business sessions.

Builder Howard Gwartney and his
“Helping Hands” crew of volunteer
workers erected eight new church
buildings in 1992, Eight Free Will
Baptist chaplains ministered to the
men and womeninour armed forces.

Roll Call Sunday was March 28,
1993. Some 224,547 people wor-
shipped in 2,650 reporting Free Will
Baptist churches. There were 706
salvation decisions made that day.
The First FWB Church of Bakers-

pastors since 1960,

As of January 1, 1993, the depart-
ment reported 34 ordained pastors,
184 licensed and lay preachers, 8
Bible Institutes with 97 students, 69
organized churches, 156 mission
works, 810 converts, and 326 bap-
tisms. Average Sunday School at-
tendance in our churches and mis-
sion works was 6,329,

Rev. Waddell gave brief updates
of the status of several different



fields. He reported that the Chris-
tians in Cuba are having a difficult
time due to shortages of food and
other necessities. The church in
Panama continues to grow in spite
of strong opposition in some areas.
The annual conference in India last
February registered an attendance
of 700 believers,

During 1992, total income to the
department was $4.5 million which
is up almost 3% from 1991. The rec-
ommended budget for 1994 is $4.48
million.

During the business session the
Foreign Missions Department report
was approved and the budget
adopted. There was, however, con-
siderable discussion over the situa-
tion in Spain. For the past 14 months
there has been controversy over
the status of our Free Will Baptist
mission work in Spain, and this ar-
ticle does not allow sufficient space
to discuss all the history of the de-
velopment of the controversy.

In summary, some within the
denomination have argued that mis-
sionaries in Spain have not ad-
equately enforced the Free Will Bap-
tist Church Covenant, especially the
section which concerns the use of
intoxicating beverages. The conten-
tion became so sharp that two mis-
sionaries to Spain resigned. Consid-
erable division here at home has
also been produced.

The controversy began to sur-
face early in the convention and
cast a shadow over the proceedings
for the entire week. The business
sessions became quite heated at

Executive Secretary Melvin Worthington.

_be made, _

times as people expressed deeply-
held feelings on this issue, While the
issues are too complex to be ad-
equately summarized here, some
analysis of what happened should

Bible College president Tom Malone
makes a point.

All those who spoke on the floor
during the business sessions reaf-
firmed their commitmenttothe Free
Will Baptist Church Covenant and
toits statements concerning the use
of alcoholic beverages. No one
wished to condone the use of alco-
bol; everyone wanted believers in
Spain and everywhere else to ab-
stain from the use of alcohol. The
maindisagreement centered onhow
to accompiish this .goal.

First of all, it must be stated that
our missionaries in Spain have en-
countered some resistance from
Spanish believers in thisissue, Drink-
ing wine is very much a part of the
culture of Spain, and some Spanish
Christians see nothing wrong with
it. The evidence presented at the
convention indicated that most
Spanish Free Will Baptists do not
drinkalcoholic beverages, but there
areafew who did on one occasion at

a wedding banquet conducted at a
restaurant in Spain.

The evidence presented at the
convention indicated that all Free
Will Baptist missionaries who have
ever served in Spain, and ali who are
serving there now, practice, teach
and preach totat abstinence. These
Free Will Baptist missionaries have
endeavoredto bring all Spanish Free
Will Baptists to a position of total
abstinence, but the missionaries
believe that this will require time,
teaching and patience.

Anumber of those at the conven-
tion believed that missionaries in
Spain had not taken sufficient steps
to bring our churches and missions
in Spain into conformity with the
statement of the Church Covenant
on this issue. Others believed that
the missionaries in Spain were deal-
ingwith the situationin an appropri-
ate manner and their efforts should
be encouraged and commended.

On the final day of the conven-
tion, a resolution was presented to
reaffirm our commitment to the
Church Covenant and “requiring
those in their departments respon-
sible for evangelism, Christian
growth and church plantingto teach
the principles and precepts of the
Church Covenant (or an accurate

Board chairman Wendell
Leckbee addresses Master's
Men Congress.

translation thereof) beginning early
in their mission work.”

This resolution was amended on
the floor by adding the words that
“our mission boards and missionar-
ies be required to bring our mission
works and organized churches into
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conformity with the Covenant as
soon as possible.” This amendment
was passed by a close vote. The
cioseness ofthe voteindicates some-
thing of the difficult and controver-
sial nature of this subject.

These are difficult and divisive
isstes. Pray that the Lord will give
wisdom to Free Will Baptists here
and to Free Will Baptists in Spain as
they seek to resolve these problems.

Together in Service

The Free Will Baptist denomina-
tion is a big operation. Several agen-
cies help to carry on the work of the
denomination in various ways. Each
of these agencies gave reports at
the convention.

Executive Office

Dr. Melvin Worthington, execu-
tive secretary, gave a report on the
status of his office. He noted that
contributions to the Capital Stew-
ardship Campaign totaled $57,212
during 1992, Total contributions
from the beginning of the campaign
through April 1993 totaled $98,812.
He also noted that sales of Rejoice:
The Free Will Baptist Hymn Book
totaled approximately 86,000 as of
Pecember 31, 1992. Contributions
to all national agencies of the de-
nomination in 1992 totaled $1.7 mil-
lion, $243,000 undesignated and $1.4
million designated.

Bible College

Free Will Baptist Bible College
was created in 1942 to help meet

Board of Retirement honors Herman and Vernie Hersey upon thelr retirement for their years of

educational needs of the denomina-
tion. President Tom Malone and
Board of Trustees Chairman Ken
Walker gave the convention an up-
date on the current status of the
college. They reported that enroli-
ment during the past school year
increased almost 12% over the en-
rollment of the previous year. A 16%
to 17% increase is expected for the
next school year.

Several new programs of study
are being inaugurated on the cam-
pus suchas accounting, sports medi-
cine, and education/youth ministry.
Fach of these programs is designed
to provide a greater variety of edu-
cational opportunities for Free Will
Baptist students.

The college enrolled 300 students
for both fall and spring semesters,
There were 83 ministerial students,
46 missions students and 70 mar-
ried students.

Rev. Maloneand Rev. Walker both
shared the need for additional funds
to make repairs on several college
buildings. They asked for continued
prayers and support from Free Wil
Baptists across the country.

Sunday School

Dr. Roger Reeds presented the
report of the Sunday School and
Church Training Department. He
noted that this department does not
receive any funds from the Coop-
erative Plan. It is supported entirely
by the sales of Sunday School litera-
ture, books and other materials to
our churches and bookstores. Total
sales for the nine-month period end-

service lo the department. New director, William Evans, (r.) presents plaque.
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for Theological Integrity.

ing November 31, 1992, were $1.69
million. Total expenses were $1.58
million.

Dr.Reeds noted that he is retiring
from the department as general di-
rector on December 31 this year.
The new general director will be
Rev. Alton Loveless,

The department operates with a
staff of 24 full-time employees and
nine part-time empioyees. These
employees have a total of 466 years
of seniority with the department.

Master's Men

The Master’'s Men Department
serves the needs of the laymen of
the denomination. Through its Mas-
ter’'s Hands Project, Free Will Bap-
tist volunteers have saved the de-
nomination more than $1.8 million
in construction costs. These men
and womern, at their own expense,
help construct new church build-
ings (primarily for mission churches)
both in this country and abroad.

At the end of 1992 there were 727
LifeMembers and 49 LifeFriends.
Eachoftheseindividuals has helped
to support the ministry of Master’s
Men financially by purchasing life
memberships.

The department received a total
income of $107,910 during 1992, Of
this amount, $78,329 was available
for ministry. This amount was insuf-
ficient to meet the financial needs of
the department. There were nnot suf-



Foreign Migsions director Eugene Waddell applauds littlest missionary.

ficient funds to pay for the office
space which the department occu-
pies in the National Offices Building,
The Executive Committee will meet
with the Master's Men Board towork
out a strategy for resolving this situ-
ation. Additional funds from local
churches would greatly help reduce
this problem. ’

Board of Refirement

The Board of Retirement and In-
surance seeks to provide a more
adequate retirement income to
those who have served our denomi-
nation. As of May 1993, there were
1,143 individuals participatinginthe
retirement plan. About 120 individu-
als are receiving some type of retire-
ment benefits from the denomina-
tional plan. The directors of the plan
are careful to invest these funds in
ways which do not violate our
Church Covenant. Total income of
the retirement fund during 1992 was
$1.5 million.

On Monday evening of the con-
vention, a special award was given
to Rev. and Mrs. Herman Hersey in
honor of their years of service to
Free Wilt Baptists. They will retire
from the department on July 31 of
this year.

Foundation
The Free Wil Baptist Foundation

is one of our smaller agencies, but it
provides a great service to our de-
nomination. It serves as the custo-
dian of funds which have been
placed on deposit to henefit church-
es, agencies and individuals in our
denomination. It was chartered in
1980 to assist Free Will Baptist fami-
lies in financial planning. During 1992
the Foundation provided $43,419.89
in income for ministries and indi-
viduals.

Commission for Theological
Integrity

The National Association has cre-
ated four commissions over the
years to provide specific services to
the denomination., Each of these
commissions gave brief reports at
Convention "93.

The Commission for Theological
Integrity exists to accomplish three
purposes, They are: (1) to alert our
people of theological trends that
could threaten our theological in-
tegrity as a denomination, (2) to
prepare materials that will contrib-
ute to the continued preservation of
the theological integrity of the de-
nomination, and (3) as need and
opportunity arise, to conduct semi-
nars on subjects which are pertinent
to the purpose of this commission.

The commission accomplishes
these objectives by publishing a
variety of booklets dealing with ar-
eas of concern to our people. It also
conducts a seminar each year dur-
ing the national convention. The
seminar this year taught by Dr. Rob-
ert Picirilli, dealt with “Conditional
vs. Unconditional Election.”

Radio-TV Commission

The Radio and Television Com-
mission produces a 15-minute

For those who do not pre-register, on-site registration can be a hassle.
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Moderator Ralph Hampton.

weekly radio broadcast which can
be used by churches in our denoimi-
natien, The commission has no build-
ing and no full-time employees. It
seeks to serve our churchesin using
the media to win men to Christ.

Historical Commission

The Historical Commission was
created to help preserve important
historicalinformationandtoc encour-
age the study of our history. During
1993 and 1994, commission mem-
bers will write 25 historical sketches
which will be printed on church
bulletins sold by Randall House Pub-
lications. The commission pur-
chased all remaining copies of the
History of Free Will Baptist State As-
sociations from Randall House Pub-
lications. These are being distrib-
utedtoour peoplethroughthe clerks
of the various state associations.

Through the efforts of Tim
Thompson and Herbert and Geral-
dineWaid, the commission received
the personal papers of Miss Laura
Belle Barnard after her death. These
materials were placed inthe Histori-
cal Collection as well as with Free
Will Baptist Bible Coliege, WNAC
and Foreign Missions. The Commis-
sion is also working with Free Will
Baptist Bible Coliege and other de-
nominational colleges in the obser-
vance of a Free Will Baptist “Heri-
tage Week” each year. '

Music Commission

The Music Commission exists to
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educate, encourage, promote and
develop the music ministry among
Free Will Baptists. The commission
has investigated the possibility of a
national music forum and music
workshop to be held at Free Will
Baptist Bible College in May 1994.
In recent years, the commission
members devoted much time and
effort to the production of Rejoice:
The Free Will Baptist Hymn Book.
This hymnal was first published in
1688. Of the 100,000 copies origi-
nally printed, tess than 9,000 remain
to be sold. The supply of shaped-
note copies is gone, and the round-
note edition is selling out rapidly. At
the request of the Executive Com-
mittee, the Music Commission has
formulated a plan to correct the er-
rors in the first printing and then re-
print the book. This plan was submit-
ted to the convention and approved.

Together in Business
One purpose for meeting every

Will Baptist Hymn Book with all er-
rors found in the earlier printing to
be corrected.

3. Tampa, Florida, was selected
as the site of the July 20-24, 2003,
national convention.

4. The Tuesday evening service
of the 1994 convention in Little Rock
will be programmed to celebrate
completion of the Capital Steward-
ship Campaign, “A Million More by
'94." The body also voted that a
special committee be appeinted to
coordinate fund-raising for the stew-
ardship campaign.

5. The body authorized reduction
of the percentage of undesignated
funds used to underwrite the admin-
istrative budget of the Executive
Office. This reduction is to begin in
1995 and end by 1998 when no more
than 45% of undesignated receipts
will be used for administrative pur-
poses.

6. The report of the Financial Dis-
closure Committee was approved.
Thisreportlists the offices for which

Delegate considers three pages of resotufions,

summer is to make the decisions
which must be made in order for our
national ministries to function effec-
tively. Here is a list of the major
business items which came before
the voting body in Louisville.

1. The convention heard reports
from each of the national depart-
menis and approved their budgets.

2. The delegates approved a sec-
ond printing of Rejoice: The Free

salaries and benefits should be re-
ported to the National Association.

7. The convention approved a
budget of $15,000 for 1953 to pay for
the design of materials for the To-
gether Way Plan.

8. The convention voted to com-
mend Rev, and Mrs. Lonnie Sparks
and Rev. and Mrs. Mark Riggs for
their years of service onthe mission
field in Spain.



The Stanley Jones Singers from Hartville, Missouri.

9. The convention also voted to
commend Rev. and Mrs. Jeff Turn—
bough for their years of service on
the mission field in Spain.

10. The convention received the
report of the International Free Will
Baptist Consultation Committee. On
the recommendation of this com-
mittee, the body voted to participate
in organizing an International Fellow-
ship of Free Will Baptists in 1995,

Thursday morning, the National
Association passed 12 resolutions
expressing the views of the voting
body on a variety of issues facing
our country and our denomination,

Conclusion

[t is difficult to determine the
impact of a convention immediately
after it adjourns, The importance of
the events that transpired can be
determined only after some thought
and reflection. There is no doubt
that Convention 93 in Louisville was
a valuable one in many respects.
Several important decisions were
made which will affect the future of
the Free Will Baptist denomination
for years to come.

Steps were taken to correct and
reprint our hymn book. The To-
gether Way Plan and the Capital
Stewardship Campaign are being
brought to fruition. Our national
departments are reporting progress
in several different areas, Particu-
larly commendable is the substan-

tial increase in enrollment at Free
Will Baptist Bible College. The first
steps were taken toward the cre-
ation of an International Fellowship
of Free Will Baptists.

[n spite of the controversy which
was on everyone’s mind during the
week, there was a genuine spirit of
worship and devotion, Attendance
at the worship services was excel-
lent, The preaching and singing were
well received. There was determi-
nation to worship and praise God.

The Wednesday evening missions
service was a special time, Many
people, both young and old, went
forward to commit themselves to
serve God in whatever capacity He
might choose.

The controversy surrounding our
mission workin Spain has, however,
left Free Will Baptists with several
important questions with which we
will deal in the future whether we
want to or not. Some of these ques-
tions are: What is the Covenant?
What is its role in the life of our
denomination both at home and
abroad? What is the relationship
between Free Will Baptists in this
country and those in other coun-
tries? What degree of control can
Free Will Baptists in this country
exercise over Free Will Baptists in
other countries? What degree of
control should we seek to exercise?

These are not easy questions to
answer. They demand the very best,
most prayerful consideration that
Free Will Baptists can give them.

On the first day of Convention
93, our moderator, Rev. Ralph
Hampton, reflected upon our situa-
tion in these words, “I hope that
through our denominational strug-
gles and difficulties we can grow
into the people God wants us to he,
The difficulties are a part of the
maturing process.” m

Every seat filled for Wednesday night missionary service.

September 1993, Contact 13



Convention Resolutions

1. Ministerial Family Life

Whereas, the breakup of the home is a special target of Satan
aimed at all befievers including ministers, and
Whereas, all Free Wilt Baptist homes, including ministers’,
come unger attack, and
Whereas, Godin His Word clearly commands in Galatians 6:1,
“Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are
spirtual restore such an one in the spiril of meekness;
congigdering thyseif test thou alse be tempted.”
Theretore, be 1 resolved
{1) That we be careful to pray for each of our families,
especially the ministers’;
{2) That the moderator appoint a committee of five (5) o
develop & minislry of restoration for our leaders to be
initiated as soon as possible.

2. Natural Disasters

Whereas, many people of cur nation are facing tremendous
loss because of natural disasters such as floods and
droughts;

Therefore, beitresclved that ourlocal churches and associations
be encouraged 1o express Christian compassion through
prayerangtangibie support for the victims of thesetragedies.

3. Homosexuality

Whereas, homosexualily and the teachings of allemate
lifestyles have invaded many segments of our society, and
Whereas, the Bible strongly condening homosexuality, and
because of our strong commitment to biblical fruth:
Therefore, be i resclved thal we as Free Wili Baptists go on
180013 as
{1} opposing the lifing of the ban cn homosexuals in our
armed forces; and
{2} as opposing the government's condoning of ac-
commodating homosexual practices in any manner.
And ba itunderstond that neither our resolute oppesition o the
potential change in national military policy nor our continued
belief in the sinfuiness of homosexual practice sheuld be
construed to deny our historic evangelical beliefs about
God's love for the sinner while hating the sin. God is full of
grace, as well as truth. We thus reaffirm that homosexuals,
like the rest of humanity, aze fully the objects of God's
redemptive love. By faith and repentance, all may obtain fuil
forgiveness through the renewing of thelr minds by Jasus
Chris! {Ephesians 4:22-24). We welcome all who receive
forgiveness andwholenessindesus Christ as feflow believers
in the Body of Christ {| Corinthians 6:9-11).

4. Political Values

Wheseas, there is great need for Chrigtian influence in
government

Therefore, be it resoived that we strongly encourage our
constituency to communicate with their government officiais
urging them to supperl Judeo-Christian values,

Andbe itresolvedthal our people become personally involved
in government at all levels.

And be it resalved thal we instruct our clerk to send a copy of
Resolution #3 1o President William Clinton.

5. Pro-Life

Be it resolved that we reaffirm our 1892 resolution supporling
our pro-life stance.

6. Sound Systems
Whereas, the music ministry at the convention has always

ptayed a vital role in the wership services of the convention,
and

Whereas, the preparation and presentation of the music is
often hindered by the fack of guality equipment designed for
music periormances;

Thereltore, be it resolved that the Executive Committee, in
conjunction with the Music Commission, be instrucled to
investigate the possibilities of securing ditferent and
improved sound systenss for cur musicians to use during the
convention services.

7. Sound Tracks (defeated)

Whereas, lhe music ministry in our Free Will Baptist churches
is 5 vital pant of aur worship and praise services, and

Whereas, musicis used as an expressicn of praise to the Lord
by our own musicians at our conventions, and

Whereas, many of our musicians in our local churches use
sound tracks to assist in the presentation of their music
ministries, and

Whereas, many of our musicians are involved in preducing
recordings of high quality seund tracks and audio racordings.
ang

Whereas, for better than 15 years our musicians have not been
permitted to use sound tracks in any of the officiat natienal
convention services, and

Whereas, all ihe music of the convenlion is already approved
by the music coordinator and Executive Commities before
presentation;

Therefore, be it resolved that the musicians at the nationat
convention be aliowed to use pre-recorded sound tracks
during the official services.

8. "See You at the Pole”

Whereas, our nation's schools stand in need of prayer, and

Whereas, “See You at the Pole” involves over one million
Christian students around the world, and

Whereas, "See You at the Pole” challenges students o pray
for their friends, teachers, schocls and communities:

Therefore, be it resoived that the National Association of Free
Will Bagtists supporl “See You at the Pole” and encourage
all Free Will Baptistteens to take partin"See You atthe Pole”
Septernber 15, 1993, 7:00 a.m., al their schocls’ flagpoles.

9. Alcohol and Drug Rehabilitation

Whereas, alcohol and drug problems have invaded every levet
of American society, and

Whereas. the National Association of Free Will Baptists has
not addressed itself to an ongoing rehakilitation program for
those addicted to alcohol and drugs;

Therelore, be it resolved that the moderator appoint a study
commitige to study the feasibilily of such a ministry through
our genomination and that the commiltee repor back to the
National Association in 1994.

10. Church Covenant (amended}

In fight of recent questions of concern among some of our
brethren regarding adherence (o the Covenantonthe use of
intoxicating beverages, we offer the following resolution:

Whereas, in the first of our arficles of faith we place our
confidence in both the Olg and New Testaments as the
inspired Word-of God and “our infallible sule of faith and
practice,” and

Whereas, we have adopted the Church Covenant as cne
instrument binding us together in fellowship and ministry,
ang

Whereas, the Church Covenant is in harmeny with, and not

contrary o, the inspired Word of God:
Theretore, be it resolved that:

{1} This Nationai Association of Free Will Baptists reaffirm
our commitment and submisston to the Word of God as
our only ultimate rule of faith and practice, and

(2) We realfirm our dedication to teaching, preaching and
fiving alf the precepts of our Church Covenant, and

{3} Wereatfirm our historic position that the consumption of
intoxicating beverages is sinfui and therefore beligvers
are to be total abstainers. and

{4) The various deparimenis of the National Association
reaffirm their commilment and submission o the Holy
Seriplure as our only rule of faith and practice. and

(5} Ourvarious depariments reaffirm their dedication lo our
Church Covenant by:

(&) Bringing into their ministries cnly those persons who
are so committed, and

{b} Requiring those in their departments responsible for
evangelism, Christian growth and church planting 1o
teach the principles and precepts of the Church
Covenant {or anaccurate translation thereof} beginning
early in their missien work.

{6} Qur mission beards and missionaries be required 1o
tring our mission works and organized churches inte
conformity with the Covenant as soon as possible.

11, Christian Watchcare

Whereas, our Church Covenan!is not just a cne-dimensional
document but reflects many areas of our lives, such as the
study of the Scriplures, prayer, worship, etc., and

Whereas, itincludes the watchcare over one another withlove,
1o be careful of one another's happiness and reputation,”
and

Whereas, it is sinful lo disregard these;

Therefore, be it resolved that every facel of our beloved
Covenani be reaffirmed and adhered to by:

{1} refraining from personal attacks, and

{2} refraining from spreading rumors and malicious gossip,
ang

(3 firstadhering tothe principles of Malthew 18in instances
of personal offence, and

{4} using established denominational channels to achieve
a fair hearing and a scriptural setilement of ditferencas,
and

(5) appeating to the Executive Commitiee when there are
grievances between national board members within the
framework of their boards, and

(B} encouraging one another in good works.

2. Support for Foreign Missions Department

Whereas, the integrily of our Foreign Missions Department, its
General Director and cerlain missionaries have been calted
into question, and

Whereas, all of our missionaries personally befieve in, practice,
and teach total abstinence from alcohol,

Therefore, be it resoived thal we affirm our confidence in our
Foreign Missions Depariment, our Generat Director and our
missionaries;

Beit further resoived thal we encourage our pecpleto continue
supportingthe ministry of our Foreign Missions Deparlment.

13. Appreciation

Whereas, the Kentucky Stale Associalion has deneamarvelous
job» hosting the 57th Nationaf Associalion,

Therefore, be it resolved thal we give them & standing vote of
appreciation.
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paper editors, You may obtain the
list by writing to NYC Office, P.Q.
Box 17306, Nashville, TN 37217.
First FWB Church in Mt. Vernon,
Hlinois, won the Bible Tic Tac Toe
competition. The Red Bay, AL, team
won the national Bible Bowl compe-
tition for the fourth straight year!
The two individual competitions,
Turning Point and Horizon proved
to be exciting. Two pre-testing times
determined finalists. The top three
finalists in each level competed in
the final round. Dale Johnson (FL)
won Turning Point and Marcus
Brewer (KS) won Horizon for the
second year. Study packets for 1994
are available from Randall House.

Wednesday Workshops

Wednesday afternoon program-
ming provided training for youth
and youth workers. Neil Gilliland
spoke to teens about establishing a
daily quiet time and cultivating a
devotional life. Mike Hollifield and
Dean Stone presented seminars to
aid youth and children’s workers.

Awards Celebration

Wednesday evening’'s Awards
Celebration convened after the
evening service. All Bible Competi-
tion winners were introduced by
the national competition leaders.
The 1993 National Youth Evangelis-

Some folks just can't take the competition.

tic Team was introduced and com-
mended for their stand in ministry
during the summer,

The 1994 National Youth Evange-
listic Team was announced. These
12 high school youth were top scor-
ers in the 1993 Music and Arts Festi-
val. They are: Courtney Gray (TX),
Tyler Brown (IL), Amanda Lowery
(AL), Kory Boudreau (IL), Jennifer
Ange (8C), Jonathan Turnbough
(NC), Kristie Coker (SC), Justin Tho-
mas (GA), Carmen Montgomery (FL),
Jermi Anderson (M) and Heather
Hasty (TN).

Special awards were given to the
following: Youth Group ofthe Year—
Peace FWB Youth Group, Indianapo-
lis, Indiana; Youth of the Year—
Brent Hutsell, Akansas; and Youth
Workers of the Year—Curt and
Becky Gwartney, Missouri. A new
award, The Lauthern Award, was
presented totwo youngladies, Larae
Clyatt and Regina Henry, for being
eligible and participating three con-
secutive years onthe National Youth
Evangelistic Team.

One by one, winners were an-
nouncedandwalked acrossthe stage
for special recognition. Congratula-
tions to all the youth who entered
the competitive activities. You are
ail winners!

Children’s Activities

Children’s activities, coordinated
by Lisa Jones, used the theme of
T.A.5.Mania (Take A Stand Mania).
Children’s Worship Services were
conducted Sunday Morning and
each evening by Dean Stone (TN),
Darryn McGee (OK) and Paul Allen
(OK). Daily activities featured
games, storytelling, videos, singing,
crafts and other types of program-
ming. The Monday afternoon Chil-
dren's Banquet was presented by
Characters for Christ, Donelson
FWB, Nashville, Tennessee. Their
program was “Skip's Dilemma.”

Truth and Peace

It would have been impossible to
conduct a conference of this magni-
tude without the assistance of the
Truth and Peace Leadership Con-
ference. These 72 youth gave life to
the planned activities. They, were
divided into various areas of respon-

sibility and did a super job. Partici-
pants had been in leadership train-

-ing two weeks prior to the National

Youth Conference. For more infor-
mation about participating in the
1994 Truth and Peace Conference,
please write to: Truth and Peace,
P.O.Box 17306, Nashville, TN 37217.

Special Awards

At the conclusion of the confer-
ence several awards were pre-
sented. The youth selected Casey
Cariker (OK) and Gina Henry (OK)
for Best All-Around Awards. The NYC
staff selected Marcus Brewer (KS)
and Chrisann Duvall (CO) for Out-
standing Leadership Awards.

Thanks

Appreciation is given to all pas-
tors, parents, youth leaders and
coaches who work with the youth.
Thanks to the hundreds of volun-
teers who helped during the past
years at the National Youth Confer-
ence.

My first year as director is over. |
appreciate the support and encour-
agement you have given me. Qur
kids are our future. I hope the
progress we are seeing wiil stimu-
late them to growth and ministry.
Great things are in store for us!' m

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dean Jones directed the
Nationa! Youth Conference in Louisville.
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