


























wanted to cry when | heard a fa-
ther interviewed on the evening
news last night. He had lost a child
in the blazing furnace once called
the Branch Davidian Compound.
He lamented: “F'm disappointed in
my son; I'm disappointed in the gov-
ernment; I'm disappointed in life,”

Disappointed in life-I wonder if
this cry doesn’t describe the feelings
of many in our society. Life has let
them down,

Such an attitude swells to heart-
wrenching proportions when we
compare it to the way life is sup-
posed to be. Qur inner persons hold
in hard-drive memory a picture of
this “supposed-to-be” life, and this
memory makes our stark reality a pill
all the harder to swallow.

As one commented during World
War I, “It is not so much the awful-
ness of what is happening that gets
me down as it is the dismaying con-
trast between whal is happening and
all that we had dreamed.” Such a
“dismaying contrast” often confronts
modemn man.

Good News

But this is precisely where the
good news of Christianity erupts into
our lives. In the midst of our failures
and threatening despair, God trum-

pets a message of hope: Jesus died
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for our sin and rose again. “The night
only commends the day,” He says.
Light can come from darkness. Good
can come from evil. Life can come
from death.

When such a message of hope is
announced, it is not surprising that
men sit up and pay attention. Oh,
some may scoff and pretend they are
above doubt and despair, but those
honest souls who openly gaze at the
vacuum in their lives find the account
of a once-suffering Savior now risen
in victory a most blessed truth indeed.

As would be expected, such a
faith in a God who raised the dead
radically affects one’s outlook on life.
While he may not be authoritative in
interpreting current events, the Chris-
tian with a diamond-hard {rust in
God declares that a sovereign Hand
directs the affairs of men. He asserts
that the Final Event of this human saga
has been preordained in Heaven,

Cry Foul

Interestingly, however, the Chris-
tian belief that there is a God who
offers meaning to life causes the un-
believer to cry foul. Caustic atheists
and toned-down agnostics both of-
fer their accusation that such a faith
is merely an opiate to soothe the pain
of meaninglessness. But they are
mistaken. .

Far from being an irrational es-

~cape from life, the Christian’s bold

staterment that God is real and is to
be consulted for direction in life is
simply the response of faith. This
faith. that makes the believer look

beyond the jaws of nature to the

Law-maker defines the basic distinc-
tion between Christians and unbe-

“lievers. The one believes in an au-
thority beyond himself and the other

does not.

Two Captains

.~ Richard Neuhaus said it well;
“Two ships, both without a compass,

are drifting on a night as dark as
pitch. The one captain is resigned to
having lost his way. The other
searches, perhaps desperately, for a

glimpse of the North Star. The sec-

ond is looking for an authoritative
point of reference, while the first as-
sumes there is none.

*The merits of their behavior can-
not be determined by reference to
different personality types. One is not
autonomous and mature while the
other is dependent and authoritar-
ian. Our judgment of their different
attitudes depends on whether we
believe that, in fact, there is such a
star that can provide an authoritative
point of reference and direction.”

I have seen the North Star of life.
And such a faith, while not answey-
ing all my questions, has guided me
away from the rocks of despair. Life
has not disappointed me, not be-
cause of an absence of bumps and
bruises, but because God who
knows and cares has whispered
words of hope in my ear. Listen, and
perhaps you too will hear. B
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about with others under the guise of
“Please pray for ____ " unless the
young person releases us to do so.,

Even in extrermne cases we should
inform the young person first that we
are going to tell his or her parents
before we actually do it. Being hon-
est with the teenager can help build
frust.

Juinping fo Conclusions

Remember Julie, the young wo-
man who accused her mother of
child abuse? My first reaction was to
defend her mother’s reputation. My
second reaction was to believe Julie.
In reality, the answer was some-
where in between, and it took a long
discussion and many questions to
discem how 1o proceed.

[f I jumped immediately to julie’s
defense, she might have thought,
This guy’s a real sucker. He's easy to
get on my side. If | defended her
mother, Julie might never have re-
turned to the group. Instead, | pro-
ceeded slowly and helped both par-
ties understand how they were con-
fributing {o the problem.
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Offering cure-alls to voung people
or glib spiritual clichés subily builds
expectations which may not be met.
Certainly God can do miracles, but
more often He brings healing
through long-term love and support
of friends. Let's pray for His grace to
strengthen us to respond with com-
passion. @

Article provided by David C. Cook Pabiishing Com-
pany. Excerpted from They Fat Dirt, Don't They?
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