











next two sections give some of the
how-to’s in church ptanting. This sec-
tion will give some key words that
relate and define themn.

(olling

The church planter must know for
sure, without one doubt, that he is
called to begin a church in a specific
area to a specific people. This call
comes from understanding the Great
Cormmission and knowing for sure
that the Holy Spirit is directing you
in this area. This must be nailed
down first. There will be times that
all you have to go on is knowing that
God has placed you where you are.

Accountability

There is not a Christian alive who
is not accountable. The church
planter is accountable to God, but he
should also be accountable to a
group of mature Christian leaders.
This can be a mission board, a
church or another organization. Ac-
countability is not a bad word. It pro-
vides us not only a safeguard but
gives us encouragement.

Action Plan

Every church planter must have
an action plan of organization to as-
similate those who would come into
the kingdomn of God.

Mission Stoterment

The mission staternent lets people
know your mission and keeps you
focused on your mission. Every good
mission statement should have three
components: our worship of God,
our commitment to helping people
grow in Christ, and our goal of world
evangelism.

Target broup or Cify

This is important because it does
matter where we plant churches. |
don’t hold the opinion that we should
put a Free Will Baptist church in ev-
ery city or fown, That would be nice,
but it is not possible financially, nor
do we have the organization to sup-
port it. [ believe that we should con-
centrate our resources in the mefro-
politan areas. Why? Because this is
where the people are, and where the

people are is where we can do the
most good for the kingdomn of God.

Location

The church planter should locate
his church with these objectives in
mind: visibility and accessibility. Be-
lieve it or not, accessibility is more
important than visibility. There is great
benefit in being visible, but if people
can't get to you they won't come.

Building

Let me make it clear that the
church is not the building. The
church is the people. However, the
building is a great tool and should
be built as a tool for worship, educa-
tion and an outreach station.

Finance

This is a tough word to define in
the context of church planting. There
are many ways to raise support for a
new church, and the church planter
must choose the one that is best for
his situation. But a word of caution
must be noted here-the church
planter must follow biblical guide-
lines in financing the new church.

The church planter should work
hard to get the new church to self-
supporting status as soon as pos-
sible. This is done through biblical
teaching on tithes and offerings, plus
every new church should put in its
budget a plan to give outside their
local church from day one to other
ministries. This not only pleases God,
this generosity is what God blesses.

The Purpose

Prayer

Prayer is the contact glue that
keeps the church planter, the new
church and the mission of the new
church in the will of God.

Atiitude

Attitude is our visible witness to
those people on the inside and those
people outside our church. A great
attitude is vital to all involved.

Commitment

Anything of value requires com-
mitment. Certainly God’s church js

worth comnmitting to it.

Leadership

Everything rises and falls on lead-
ership. Leadership is influence.

Infegrify

Integrity is not what we do so
much as who we are. And who we
are, in turn, determines what we do.

Lay Minisfry
The biblical geal of every church
planter and pastor must be to get

believers involved in ministry (Ephe-
slans 4:11-12).

Fvangefism

The Bibie teaches us that all we
do must have the goal to evangelize
people with the gospel.

Discipleship

Discipleship is building people in
Christ with the Word of God to do
the work of God.

Preaching

As we are told in Romans 10 to
preach the gospel, we must never
take this lightly. God is serious about
preachers preaching the Word of
God, nothing more, nothing less.
There are awesome rewards for the
body of Christ if biblical preaching is
faithfully done.

Worshin

Worship is bringing people to the
point of knowing God in a more inti-
mate relationship.

Giving
The measure of a great church is

not what it takes in, but what it gives
away.

Vision

This should have been first, but [
wanted to say it near the last so it
would not be forgotten. Vision deals
with our potential, Most people can
never do anything great for the Lord
because they have a small vision.
We serve a God who is bigger than

{Continued on page 7)
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as they returned home the cameras
rolled. Some of the students cheered
and waved, and seemed undaunted
by the murder they had witnessed
just hours earlier.

A few months ago | developed a
violence prevention curriculum for a
local agency to use in area schools.
The need for such a curiiculum is
proof that these problems are not
confined to abnormal kids.

We gave the students a pre-test
and found that 42% said they had
had an experience where they felt
they were in danger. Fifty-four per-
cent said they knew someone who
had been raped or molested and
11% said they themselves had been
raped or molested.

Youth Who Honor God

This is a dark and dangerous gen-
eration in which today’s youth are
growing up. One must wonder if
there is any hope for the future. Our
hope is in our yvouth. We can look to
the heroes of the past for guidance.

The principles by which Daniel,
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego
lived provide a good foundation,
Though they lived long ago, they
faced similar problems that young
men and women face today.

They had faith in God.

Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego had faith that God would
sustain them. Much of what Chris-
tians believe is challenged daily in
classrooms across America.

It takes faith to adhere to your be-
liefs when challenged by those who
know more than you. Though we
may not have all the answers, today’s
youth need faith that the Bible is cor-
rect,

They would nat defife their bodies.

A desire for purity, honesty and
holiness is needed. Daniel, Shad-
rach, Meshach and Abednego re-
fused to eat the king’s meat and
drink his wine; they were willing to
give up their lives in order to avoid
defiling their bodies.

Such youth are definitely out of
place in today's world, which makes
them a beacon to those who are
looking for something different.

They were willing to stond alone.

We were conducting research on
the prevention of alcohol abuse
among college students when my
professor asked a student if he knew
anyone who did not drink alcohol.
The student responded, “Why would
someone do that?” He could not
imagine anyone not wanting to con-
sume alcohol.

Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego refused to eat the king's
meat and wine when everyone else
did. Later, Daniel was placed in the
lion’s den and Shadrach, Meshach
and Abednego in the fiery furnace.
Youth who live by bibiical principies
will often stand all alone.

They chose friends carefully.

When a decree went out that all
the wise men should be killed,
Daniel ran to his friends’ house
where they prayed together. One of
the most important decisions a teen
makes is in deciding with whom he
or she spends their time.

This doesn't mean teens shouldn't
have unsaved friends. The teen
should ask hirnself, “Who is influenc-
ing whom? Am [ influencing this per-
son toward Christ or are they influ-
encing me away from Christ?”

They were role models.

The testimonies of Daniel, Shad-
rach, Meshach and Abednego pro-
vided excellent role models and al-
lowed them to reach out to others.
We need youth who reach out to
those trapped in darkness.

There was another group of youth
at the mental health center. You
could see the painin their eyes. They
were “needy,” always craving atten-
tion. They were the misfits, the ones
the other kids preyed on.

In the study [ described earlier we
also asked normat kids, “Who can
you talk to?” Fourteen percent indi-
cated that they had no one they
could talk to.

We need youth who are more
concerned with helping others than
maintaining their image. Youth who
are willing to befriend the unpopu-
lar. Youth who will be a role model
and lead people to Christ.

They pursued excellence.

Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego were given the opportu-
nity to serve in the king's court be-
cause they pursued excellence. They
were described as possessing wis-
dom and understanding that was 10
times that of the magicians and en-
chanters of their day. We need youth
willing to give up pleasure in order
to pursue excellence. Youth whose
actions disprove the image many
have that Bible-believing Christians
are ignorant.

The Future

We need youth who dream of the
future and commit to a life of service.
Youth who dream of becoming
preachers, loving and studying the
Word and the people they serve. Mis-
sionaries who sacrifice to go to far
away lands, leaving behind their
family and the luxuries of America.

We need professionals of all types
to meet the needs of a world gone
mad. We need educators to go into
schools, youth who will grow up
working in blue collar positions liv-
ing the life of Christ before co-work-
ers. However they choose to serve
they should provide a shining light
in this dark world.

As I sat in that room on the last
day of school, it would have been
easy to become discouraged about
this new generation. But in my heart
I knew sornewhere there were a few
Daniels, Shadrachs, Meshachs and
Abednegos preparing for the future.
Look around-you may find them in
your church or in your home. @
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