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way we respond to denominational
stewardship.

Obligations
This plan calls for every church to

give l0%o of its general income to
denominational ministries.The
church can choose to give desig-
nated or cooperatively. An equitable
portion of this I 070 should be given to
district, state and national ministries.

ln addition to 1070 of the general
offerings, the TogetherWay Plan calls
for designated offerings for denomi-
national agencies four times a year-
April, September, November and
December.

The plan calls for state associa'
tions to work toward the goal of re-
taining not more than 50%o of this
general giving for district and state
ministries combined, and sending
5070 to national ministries.

Obseruotíons
The TogetherWay Plan is a simPle,

scriptural, systematic plan. It pro-
vides the flexibility and focus which
we need to move into the next cen-
tury. This plan also includes a five-year
program of stewardship education.

Every Free Will BaPtist can try the
plan. Churches, districts and states
can accept and adoPt the Plan. The
plan calls for individual and institu-
t¡onal response.

Let's talkabout the plan. Talkposi-
tively. Push it. This is a Free Will
Baptist plan designed and developed
by Free Will Baptists.

The success of the Together WaY
Plan is in our hands. Let's accept it,
adopt it, articulate it and apply it. We
have the plan. We need Your Prayer-
ful and personal participation. Join
me in pushing the Plan as we enter a
new era of denominational steward-
ship. r

fllelvln Worlhlngton

Push the Plon
anuary l, 1994, holds special
significance for Free Will
Baptists. That's the day the
Together Way Plan will be

implemented. The Together WaY
Plan recognizes the breadth and bal-
ance required for a full-service stew-
ardship program.

We now have in place a steward-
ship programwhich reflects the prac-
tices that characterize us.

Origin
Delegates to the 1990 national

convention instructed the Budget
Committee to address the imbalance
in funding the Executive Office. The
committee recommended that the
l99l Leadership Conference be a
"Stewardship Summit."

Stewardship Summit attendees
recommended a StewardshiP Com-
mittee toworkwith the Budget Com-
mittee in formulating an equitable
plan for funding denominational
agencies. The two groups met twice
during 1992 to develop a clear, com-
prehensive plan.

That's how the TogetherWaY PIan
began. This Free Will BaPtist Plan
reflects our commitment to God's
plan of support for His work-tithes
and offerings. The TogetherWay Plan
from its conception took into account
the unique diversity which charac'
terizes Free Will Baptists in the area
of giving.

Objectiue
The plan calls for each church to

equitably support all denominational
ministries. This support should in-
clude localchurch, district, state and
national ministries. While some min-
istries are more appealing than oth-
ers, all are important and contribute
to the well-being of the denomina-
tion.

Some give to national ministries
and neglect all others. Some give
disproportionately to district minis-
tries and discount their responsibil-
ity to state and national ministries.
Some give onlyto missions oreduca-
tion.

Our Church Covenant calls for
support of all denominational minis-
tries. We have not fulfilled our cov-
enant promise until we give equi-
table support to all ministries.

Optíons
We have always given two kinds

of gifts-designated and cooperative.
The TogetherWay Plan incorporates
both methods. Many use both meth-
ods in providing denominational sup-
port. Some use only one. The To-
gether Way Plan does not exalt one
method above the other but recog-
nizes that we need the flexibility to
choose one ora combination of both.

Opportunities
This plan provides a vehicle to

assist us in giving equitably. The plan
focuses on the equitable support for
all. All deserve financial support.

The Together Way Plan Provides
opportunity for us to reevaluate. Is
our support balanced, broad and
blended? Do we give proportionately?
Do we need to sharPen our focus?
Let's take inventory regarding the

The Secretary's Schedule
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This oilicle is obout plcnting churches lhclore...

Built
to

L¿st!
By Don Guthrie

he best way to win people to
Christ and build the kingdom
of God is through church
planting. We live in a world
where the media, parachurch

ministries and evangelism education
is greater than it has ever been.
These are all great tools, but nothing
is more effective than the local
church in meeting spiritual needs of
people. This has been true through-
out the history of the Christian church
and it is especially true for the time
in which we live.

God allowed me to plant two
strong churches. It is a blessing for
me to know that regardless of how
people judge my success in the min-
istry, good or bad, there are two
churches planted that will win souls
and build the kingdom long after Don
Guthrie is forgotten. In Matthew
16:18, Jesus said, "l will build my
church." Most likely, He was talking
about the universal church, but He
knew that the universal church
would be made up of local churches.

I cannot stress enough the need
to plant churches. All believers and
all established churches must in
some way respond to the call of the
gospel and be involved in church
planting. The local church is called
to move outside the walls of the
building and take the gospel to
where the people live. In these days
when the trend is to customize the
gospel ofJesus, choosing parts that
fit comfortably and removing parts
that pinch or challenge, we need
more churches planted that will
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present the gospel biblically clear.

The People

Have you asked yourselfthe ques-
tion, "What can I give God that He
does not have?" Some may say, "l
will give Him my money!" God made
diamonds, gold, silver and all things
that we consider to have value. Oth-
ers may say, "My talent is singing or
preaching." But God has choirs of
angels and many great preachers
who are right there beside Him. Oth-
ers may say, "l will give God my
time." Yes, again, you guessed it-
God is time.

AII these things are right to give
God, but the thing we can give Him
that He desires most is souls. Souls
are the only appreciable assets we
can take to heaven. In planting a
church a heart for souls must be the
motive. This is the motive that
pleases God.

Beware of the two killers in plant-
ing a church-liberalism and legal-
ism. These two false teachings are
deadly in church planting. Both dis-
tort the view of Jesus, and this de-
feats the whole purpose of the gos-
pel. Let me explain.

Liberalism is a view of compro-
mise, taking away the truth about
Jesus and making Him less thanwho
He is (His Deity) or taking away from
His purpose of salvation for the
world. I am amazed at what people
do to avoid the truth, not realizing
that the freedom they seek only
comes in the truth of Jesus. Liberal-

ism presents no picture of Jesus,
therefore, people cannot see the
truth. Liberalism kills the purpose of
church planting.

Legalism, onthe otherhand, is the
opposite of liberalism. Legalism
takes the picture of Jesus and adds
extra rules, traditions and opinions
in place of a clear biblical view of
Jesus. If you casually read the Gos-
pels, you will see that Jesus had
problems with the legalists of His day.

Legalists put much emphasis on
the outside of a person, while Jesus
puts emphasis on the inside of a per-
son. It is a sad tale on the preachers
and Christians of our day when we
worry more about a woman wear-
ing pants to church or if a guy's hair
is over his collar. This may be per-
ceived as being spiritual by some,
but make no mistake about it, it is
plain legalism. Remember: legalism
kills the purpose of church planting.

This leads me back to mypoint.lf
we have a heart for souls and care
about people, and care where they
spend eternity, we must present a
true, honest and biblical view of
Jesus. As we present this view of
Christ, we must trust the Holy Spirit
to do His work in those who believe
and in the life of the church that is
planted. Remember, "lVe build
churches by building people."

Ihe Plonter

The planter is the person or per-
sons God has called to a specifïc
area to begin a new church. These



next two sections give some of the
how-to's in church planting. This sec-
tion will give some key words that
relate and define them.

Colkg

The church planter must know for
sure, without one doubt, that he is
called to begin a church in a specific
area to a speciflc people. This call
comes from understanding the Great
Commission and knowing for sure
that the Holy Spirit is directing you
in this area. This must be nailed
down first. There will be times that
all you have to go on is knowing that
God has placed you where you are.

/.ccountobility

There is not a Christian alive who
is not accountable. The church
planteris accountable to God, but he
should also be accountable to a
group of mature Christian leaders.
This can be a mission board, a
church or another organization. Ac-
countability is not a bad word. It pro-
vides us not only a safeguard but
gives us encouragement.

Aclion Plon

Every church planter must have
an action plan of organization to as-
similate thosewhowould come into
the kingdom of God.

I'lission Stotemenî

The mission statement lets people
know your mission and keeps you
focused on your mission. Every good
mission statement should have three
components: our worship of God,
our commitment to helping PeoPle
grow in Christ, and our goal of world
evangelism.

'[orget 
Group or ûly

This is important because it does
matter where we plant churches. I
don't hold the opinion thatwe should
put a Free Will Baptist church in ev-
ery city or town. That would be nice,
but it is not possible financially, nor
do we have the organization to sup-
port it. I believe that we should con-
centrate our resources in the metro-
politan areas. Why? Because this is
where the people are, and where the

people are is where we can do the
most good for the kingdom of God.

Locotion

The church planter should locate
his church with these obiectives in
mind: visibility and accessibility. Be-
lieve it or not, accessibility is more
important than visibility. There is great
benefit in being visible, but if people
can't get to you they won't come.

Building

Let me make it clear that the
church is not the building. The
church is the people. However, the
building is a great tool and should
be built as a tool forworship, educa-
tion and an outreach station.

finonce

This is a tough word to define in
the context of church planting. There
are many ways to raise supPort for a
new church, and the church planter
must choose the one that is best for
his situation. But a word of caution
must be noted here-the church
planter must follow biblical guide-
lines in financing the new church.

The church planter should work
hard to get the new church to sel[-
supporting status as soon as Pos-
sible. This is done through biblical
teaching on tithes and offerings, plus
every new church should put in its
budget a plan to give outside their
local church from day one to other
ministäes. This not onlypleases God,
this generosity is what God blesses.

The Purpose

Proyer

Prayer is the contact glue that
keeps the church planter, the new
church and the mission of the new
church in the will of God.

firttude

Attitude is our visible witness to
those people on the inside and those
people outside our church. A great
attitude is vital to all involved.

Commilment

Anything of value ¡equires com-
mitment. Certainly God's church is

worth committing to it.

Leadership

Everything rises and falls on lead-
ership. Leadership is influence.

lntegW

lntegrity is not what we do so
much as who we are. And who we
are, in tum, determines what we do.

Loy lvlinßtry

The biblical goal of every church
planter and pastor must be to get
believers involved in ministry (Ephe-
sians 4:ll-12).

Evongelism

The Bible teaches us that all we
do must have the goal to evangelize
people with the gospel.

|r¡sc¡pleship

Discipleship is building people in
Christ with the Word of God to do
the work of God.

Preoching

As we are told in Romans l0 to
preach the gospel, we must never
take this lightly. God is serious about
preachers preaching the Word of
God, nothing more, nothing less.
There are awesome rewards for the
body of Christ if biblical preaching is
faithfully done.

Worshþ

Worship is bringing people to the
point of knowing God in a more inti-
mate relationship.

Giving

The measure of a great church is
not what it takes in, but what it gives
away.

Vision

This should have been first, but I
wanted to say it near the last so it
would not be forgotten. Vision deals
with our potential. Most people can
never do anything great for the Lord
because they have a. small vision.
We serve a God who is bigger than

(Conlinued on poge 7)

January 1994, Contact 5



Financially Reformed
and

Paid For It!

here was a time in my life
when I believed that any and
all obstacles could be over-
come if you threw enough
money at them or at least

enough credit cards. After all, if you
need a new washing machine, you
need it. So, like many modem day
Americans, I put it on plastic and
waited for another day to pay the
small monthly bill that would be
coming my way.

Time went on, family grew, ex-
penses got higher, cars got too small,
houses got too small, last washing
machine broke, fumiture was trashed,
cars broke down, teenagers got in
wrecks, etc., etc., etc.

Now that small monthly payment
was more like ahugebillowing thun-
der cloud that easily could destroy
me in one miscalculation.l came to
the real knowledge of my situation
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when my bank statements reached
almost an inch thick from the en-
closed canceled checks.

Whot Wenl Wong?

You might say, "Why this honible
confession?" It's really quite simple.
During the years all this was occur-
ring, I was working in a ministry out-
side the pastorate. Today, however,
I am back where I belong and trying
hard to do the Lord's work. However,
this burden of the past is affecting the
here and now.

I believe that although we are well
reformed, the lesson will need to be
leamed by other Christian families.
Pastors, especially, need to beware
of the credit pinch for one very im-
portant reason. You serve only one
master well. When you must divide
yourtime between the self-imposed

burden of debt and the Lord's work,
you can not do God's work as well
as you should.

The Bible says in Matthew 6:24,
"No man can serve two masters: for
either he will hate the one, and love
the other; or else he will hold to the
one, and despise the other. Ye can-
not serve God and mammon." It's
really quite simple. You serve credit
or you serve God when your credit
spending gets out of control.

In personal defense, our debt
came from mostly non-foolish spend-
ing. Illnesses where insurance did
not cover enough of the bill were a
maiorproblem. AIso, we rana home
for drug-exposed infants and started
and remained undercapitalized for
the entire life of the home. It took
everything we could musterto do the
workbut the hoped forincome never
appeared. How you get into debt
matters little once you're there. What
matters is the cure.

Cledit Cord Rules

Biblically, there are many verses
that speak about debt. Proverbs
l5:16 says "Better [is] little with the
fear of the Lord than great treasure
and trouble therewith." It would be
better to live within your means than
to live with the trouble that too much
credit can give you.

I knew a man some years ago
who got into deep debt. Troubles hit,
iobs failed, and financial ruin was on
the brink. He was making it, barely,
until those that he owed money be-
gan calling his employer. Within a
short time, he had no job, no money,
no credit and no self-respect. Troub-
le comes when Christians get their
debt outside their ability to repay.

Whatare some good rules? Don't

By Dan Steþman



use credit cards unless You can re-
pay the debt with the next bill that
you receive. Some new credit cards
out now give credit toward a new car
when theyare used. If you use these
and pay the bill each month, your car
will cost you less and you will not be
hurt by credit.

Don't let credit card's small indi-
vidual monthly payments fool you.
On a credit card with a $4,000limit,
if you pay that at the minimum pay-
ment each month of roughly $79, you
will be paying $56 in interest and
actually decreasing your principal by
only $20 per month. You will never
repay the card!

Many little individual credit cards
add up to a huge amount of debt. I
know one man who, when he takes
all his credit cards and adds up the
monthly payments, has to work one
full-time second job just to pay the
payments on those individual little
cards. Credit is deceiving and can
destroy your peace.

Credit Cord Cure

I believe that the cure for credit
card Christians comes when they
realize that their financial condition
is ruining theirwitness. Whenyou try
to get a consolidation loan and the
banker laughs and asks howyou can
make it each month, or when you
try to move to a new communitY and
your credit report shows late PaY-
ments and problems, you are bring-
ing shame on the Lord.

God didn't give us spiritual free-
dom so that we might once again
enslave ourselves to the tools of the
enemy.

Do we really need credit? Face it,
most of us can't go out and buy a
house or a car without some credit.
Most of us can't reach the Place
where we have 25Vo of one year's
income in savings. Credit becomes
necessary in these instances.

It is possible, though, to purchase
items with terms such as 90 daYs
same as cash that allow some ben-
efits of credit without the interest.
You can also wait until you save the
money, but that is not the usual Am-
erican way.

You cansell reusable items inyour
garage, but that takes time and ef-
fort. You can buy one item on credit,
pay it off, and then buy another. This

is only recommended if you can ab-
solutely control your spending.

Higher Coll

In reality, true credit addicts must
free themselves of the addiction just
as an alcoholic or drug user would.
They have to give it up. This maY
mean reaching such a point of finan-
cial ruin that you can no longer exist
and are forced to give it up because
there is no more room on all your
cards. Or it may be because you sim-
ply decide that enough is enough
and the day of reckoning has come.

It maybe thatyou receive ahigher
calling, and your want-to is changed
by God. This is how I was freed from
the credit crunch.

In general, credit is not bad. What
is bad is irresponsible use and abuse
of it. Credit is just as addicting as
gambling, iust as hard to quit as
drinking or drugs and iust as respon-

sible forthe destruction of theAmeri-
can home as any other addiction.

If we, as modem day Christians,
are to survive the credit world, we
must settle within ourselves how
much is too much and by the grace
of God, refuse to pass that point.
Thenwe will be reformed and on our
way back to financial security and
self-respect. r

A80UT THE WRITIR: Reversnd Don Sleigmon polors Liberty

tree lYill Boptkt fturch in Andenon, Colifornio.

(Built to Lost . . . from poge 5)

life itself, and He sees the big pic-
ture. Because we serve a big God,
we are free to have big vision. We
won't go far without it.

Chonge

I believe thatwe need to change,
because God never changes. If I
stay in step with God, change is
necessary. Left to myself, I change
the wrong way almost without
notice. Therefore, the change I

speak of is changing to be in step
with God. Our message never
changes, but our methods must
change to reach our potential.

Closing

My purpose in this article is to
share my conviction that the best
way to win people to Christ and
to build the kingdom of God is to
plant churches that are built to
last. I know that I don't know all
there is to know about this sub-
ject, but from the heart I have
shared what I have learned and
how God has led me. If and when
God leads you to be involved in
planting a church, please say

"yes" to His call. While church
people think about how to get
people into the church, kingdom
people think about how to get the
church into a world that desper-
ately needs a biblically clear look
at Jesus! ¡
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Why Brethren Disagree
ByJeff Crabtreeood people disagree in

many areas, including bib-
lical matters. It is possible
for two equally dedicated
believers to be totalþ oppo-

site in understanding. Let's examine
eight Bible reasons why we misunder-
stand and disagree with each other.

Presence of Unbelief

Much disturbance has been
caused in the church bv unsaved in-
dividuals. When unbelievers trv to
comprehend God's Word and
control God's work, chaos fol-
lows because "the natural man
receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God: fortheyare foolish-
ness unto him: neither can he
know them because thev are
spiritually discerned" (l Cor.
2:14).

Understanding the Word
and work of God comes only
from the indwelt HolySpirit,
an indwelling that only be-
lievers enjoy (Rom. 8:9-
I l). Common under-
standing comes easiest =
when disputing parties
are indwelt by the Holy Spirit.

lndividuol Spiriruol lúolurily

Though hard to measure, individ-
ual spiritual maturity is an important
factor to consider in any disagree-
ment. This was evident in the
Corinthian church where disagree-
ment was a symptom of spiritual im-
maturity (l Cor. 3:l-2). Spiritual ma-
turity or a lack thereof, usually de-
termines the level of disagreement
between fellow-believers.

Personol Bocdiding

This is close in meaning to the
previous paragraph. However, the
difference is important. Here the be-
liever has stopped growing and lost
some understanding that he previ-
ously possessed. In the previous
paragraph, the believer has never
grown. In this section, personal back-
sliding hinders the believer who be-
gins growing and then stops.
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,l Proof
't h a t
back-

sliding af-
fects believ-

ers'abilities to
understand

spiritual truth
surfaces in He-¿:V brews 5:12 where the

writer scolds his readers for need-
ing to be taught the same material
again. Because of a deliberate deci-
sion, they were unable to continue
at the same level of maturitv.

The Holy Spirit showed the writer
that his readers would not readily
accept his hard teachings of the su-
periority of Jesus over angels, Moses
and the Aaronic priesthood because
they wanted to return to Judaism.
That they had the potential to under-
stand is seen in 6:1, 3 where the
writer states that as the Lord allows
he is going to give them solid food-
even though they prefer milk. And in
chapter 7, he resumes the discussion
of the Melchizedek material.

It appears, then, that these believ-
ers could have understood if they
had wanted to. But, since they no
longerwanted to (see 5:l l-12 where

they "had become such"), they now
could no longer understand. Their
decision to resist mature Christian
tn ¡th caused them to backslide, result-
ing in a limited ability to understand.

This demonstrates that
backsliding can cause a be-

liever to be limited in under-
standing.

Sin in the Believer's Life

Immaturity is not the only
topic in I Corinthians l-3.

The sinfulness of divi-
sions is also presented (l

Cor. 3:3). Individuals partici-
pating in the strife and envy of
the Corinthian church were fol-
lowing camal instincts, not the
leading of the Holy Spirit.

As seen above, the Holy
Spirit is the one who gives true un-
derstanding of God's Word and
work. Therefore, personal sin will
also block "the words . . . which the
Holy Spirit teacheth" (l Cor. 2:13, 3:l).

Personol Preiudice

Personal prejudice can hinder
understanding and blind against
spiritual truth. Biases grounded in
background, upbringing, education,
ignorance and the society in which
we live contribute to ourpartialblind-
ness. Peter is a good example of this.

According to Galatians 2:ll-14,
even after seeing the vision of Acts
10, Peter refused to accept the equal-
ity of Jew and Gentile. Peter's biases
got in the way of his ability to under-
stand and caused him to receive a
personal rebuke by Paul.

Peter illustrates that spiritual ma-
turity and spirituality, i.e. being led
by or filled with the Spirit, are two
different things. No one would chal-
lenge Peter's spirituality. But, Paul
challenged his maturity.

Peter's prejudice hindered the
Spirit's speaking to him about this
sin. This illustrates that just because
someone preaches underthe anoint-
ing of the Holy Spirit does not mean
he has perfect understanding in ev-
ery area of spiritual truth.



When disagreement is Present,
each party should ask these ques-
tions. "Why do I believe this? Is there
objective support for my position or
do I just assume I am right? Have
influences from the past so colored
my understanding that I am blinded
to the truth?" Remember, Peterwas
blind to his blindness too.

It is possible that we believe
something to be sin when in realitY
it is not-like Jews and Gentiles as-
sociating with each other and eating
meat which had been offered to
idols (l Cor. 8). Our argument maY
not be about an item of sin at all, but
ratherabout an issue offensive to our
personal biases or prejudices.

It is amazing that Bible students
who understand the hermeneutical
principle of historical context in bib-
lical interpretation fail to understand
that their own situations in life color
their views of the present world.
What appears to be real maYbe onlY
a distortion of true realitY.

Personal hindrances of this nature
can be overcome with the helP of
someone whowill be honestwith us
and who has the ability to change us.
For the believer one answer is the
Holy Spirit. He is the one who
changes us from our earthly image
into that of the heavenly (ll Cor. 3:18).

Trusted friends can also help us see
ourblinded perspective if given the op-
portunity. Sometimes it takes a Paul
who will withstand us "to the face."

Lsck of Ceftoin Sp¡rifuol f¡ifts

One of the clearest New Testa-
ment teachings is that all believers
are not given the same spiritual gifts
(Eph.4:l l;l Cor. 12:8). God does not
intend that all believers have equal
understanding or He would give equal
gifts to all. Those with teaching gifts
should have greater understanding.

Someone might argue that all
believers have an anointing which ren-
ders individual teaching unnecessary
(1 John 2:27).The problem with such
an argument is obvious. Was John
teaching these anointed believers that
they needed no teaching? HardlY!

Lock of Desire ond Effort tu Leorn

The discussion so far aPPears
one-sided, that proper understand-
ing of scriptural truth is totally a spiri-

tual matter. Some might be temPted
to believe that prayer is all that is
necessary.

While one's spiritual sensitivity is
important and while God does grant
understanding (l Cor. 2: 1 0-l 5), scrip-
ture and personal experience teach
that asking is not always enough.
Sometimes wrestling in PraYer and
with the scriptures are both necessary.

Jesus taught that lack of desire
and effort to learn hinders under-
standing (Mark 4:21-25). He wanted
His teachings to be understood, but
only by those who wanted to under-
stand them and who were willing to
put forth the effort necessary for that
understanding (v. 24). l1 seems that
few comprehended Jesus' teachings
the first time they heard them. Even
fewer were willing to wrestle with
them for full understanding.

The same is true today. Casual or
sporadic reading of scripture does
little for mature understanding. Per-
sonal study habits, education, knowl-
edge of original languages (Hebrew,
fuamaic and Greek) and of the trans-
lation lánguage, world history, etc.,
all affect understanding.

It is somewhat presumPtuous to
expect people to entrust their spiri-
tual health to those who do little to
prepare for such a great responsibil-
ity. It is also presumptuous to believe
that such preparation makes oneless
able to understand spiritual truth.

In fact, in some disagreements,
one party may need to bow to the
other party simply because one
knows more about the area of dis-
agreement than the other one does.
Instead of forcefully arguing from a
platform of ignorance, perhaPs a
betteruse of energieswould be to con-
centrate on leaming as much as Pos-
sible about the subject being argued.

Noturol/'bihty

Natural ability does affect under-
standing. For the sake of complete-
ness, let's also admit that natural in-
abilities can adversely affect under-
standing.

An example might be an indi-
vidual who cannot learn to read.
There will be a limited understand-
ing of God's truth because all of
God's special revelation for us today
is recorded in written form.

This does not mean that under-
standing can never be achieved, for
ability can be increased. God evi-
dently increased the natural abilities
of Daniel and his friends enabling
them to accomplish God's Purpose
for their lives (Daniel l:17, 20).

Conclusion

Why then are there disagree-
ments? We have considered eight
potential reasons. We should not use
these to try to analyze the one with
whom we are having the disagree-
ment, but ratherwe should consider
these as a check list for ourselves.

Does the Holy Spirit live within me?
Will more mature thought change
my opinion? Are my ears closed to
certain ideas because, like the He-
brews who wanted to return to Ju-
daism, I am devoted to mY own
agenda?

Do I have unconfessed sin in mY
life? Is it possible that I have a bias
or a preiudice of which I am un-
aware that is coloring ideas and dis-
torting the true picture? Do I possess
the spiritual gifts which Provide
enablement for understanding in the
area of disagreement? If not, am I

pralng for these gifts (t Cor. 12.31X
Do I put forth every effort to leam

the truth or am I arguing forcefullY
about something of which I know
very little? Do I pray, studY, do re-
search and seek training from oth-
ers to improve my abilitY to under-
stand all sides of the questions? Have
I asked God to increase my natural
ability to leam?

The answers we give to each of
these questions can helP show whY
we are unable to agree with our
brother. Perhaps this time it is not the
brother's fault. r
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Angels seen visiling church building.

nexplained good deeds are
happening often at First Free
Will Baptist Church of
Owasso, Oklahoma. The
church family believes these
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October 1993
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fugels Unaware
By Kim Phelps

deeds are coming from "angels of the
small and wingless variety."

It began several years ago when
children's church directors Judv
Horst and Jeannie Harperwere lead-
ing their 2nd - 4th graders through a
series entitled "Your Church Officers
and Workers." Each week the chil-
dren would sit intently and listen to
a deacon, a Sunday School superin-
tendent, the treasurer or trustees tell
of their obligations, duties and ser-
vices to the church.

As a trustee shared with the chil-
dren the responsibilities of the
Trustee Board, their angelic faces
were absorbed and their mouths
open in awe. At the conclusion of the
talk, a little hand raised and the ques-
tion was solemnly asked, "Do you
ever have any helpers?"

All the children seemed anxious
for the answer. It came as a surprise
to most that the answer was "No,"
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Directors Judy and Jeannie could
see the concern coming from the
children and decided to form a club
thatwould allow the children to help
with a variety of deeds to be done
for the church. It was also decided
that these deeds would be done in
anonymity. Therefore, the group "An-
gels Unaware" was formed.

Since then, senior citizens have
received gifts, choir lofts cleaned,
flowers planted at the church, trash
picked up, Thank You notes to Sun-
day School teachers given, cookies
given to the deacons and many other
good deeds done.

In addition to teaching these chil-
dren respect for our church, these
anonymous deeds teach our chil-
dren that it is much better to give and
receive the full blessings from God
rather than give and receive recog-
nition from man. t
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astor Nathan Eason of Oak
Grove Free Will Baptist
Church in Elm City, North
Carolina, received unusual
tidings last year when he

opened a letter from a former mem-
ber of the church.

Tidings of repentance.
The envelope that Eason opened

March 24,1993, had no retum ad-
dress, but it did have five $20 bills-
and a letter of confession.

Talk aboutyour unsolved mYster-
ies. The anonymous writer con-
fessed to a theft a quarter century or
more ago at the church.

The letter-writerwrote that he and
another EIm City teenager had been
riding around town "with nothing to
do" when they drove by the Oak
Grove Church and noticed an addi'
tional structure being constructed
there.

The writer explained how he and
the other teen-both "about l6 years
old"-stopped and went inside, aP-
parently to look around. Once inside,
he said, they stole 15 to 20 pieces of
plywood.

As the confessor grew older his
conscience began bothering him, he
wrote. He turned to the Lord a Year
ago, the letter said, and decided to
pay for his sin.

His own 2S-year-old estimates
weren't good enough. The confessor
said he gotprofessional estimates for
his stolen booty and sent $100 to the
pastor.

"l am truly sorry for what I did to
one of God's houses of worship, and
ask you all as Christians to truly for-
give me," the confessor wrote.

Though Eason has been at Oak
Grove for only two years, he said he's

been a preacher foryears. Never has
he received a letter like last year's
confession, he said.

"You don't often get a letter from
someone who did something that far
back and wants to make amends,"
the pastor said. "Some people don't
make amends. A lot of people think
that after all those years they should
just let it lay."

Several weeks after the letter ar-
rived, Eason got a call from the let-
ter-writer. He still refused to give his
name, but said everyone in Elm City
knew him, Eason said.

"He wanted to see if I got the
money," Eason said. "He said he got
saved and was going to a church in
Wilson. Inside, he said he felt like he
had to write the letter and send the
money. It was something he said he
had to do."

Eason said he read the letter of
confession to his congregation the
Sunday after receiving it. Most there
thought the confessor's actions un-
usual, but commendable.

The pastor couldn't fÏnd anYone
who even remembered exactlywhat
kind of construction was going on at
the time the theft was said to occur.

"This guy had been taught some-
thing in life," said Eason, who placed
the $100 in the church's general trea-
sury.

"He's bound to have strong mor-
als or was taught something as a lad.
Even before a man is saved, if he's
got a conscience given to him from
his parents, it would bother him."

Eason said he believes the Person
who sent the letterwas disturbed by
the experience because of the con-
servative upbringing many people
experienced a generation ago.

"l never knew the man," Eason
said. "l think he must have been sin-
cere about wanting forgiveness.
When he called, I told him he could
rest assured I'd forgive him. The con'
gregation forgave him also."

"Maybe one day," the confessor
wrote, "l will be able to tell you who
I am."

"Until then," he wrote, "the Lord
knows who we are."r

This odide ropyrighled in 1993 by the lül¡on 0dþ linesin
Wihon, Nodh (orolino. Reprinled by permission.

furonymous Sinner
Decides to Confess

By Eddie Fitzgerald
Daily Times Staff Wrlter
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Youthin
af$iff

SV E¿drc Moody

I twas a day I had looked forward
I to for some time, the last day of
I school. Our school was unusual,
I it was housed within a mental
I health center. It was designed to
provide education and counseling to
students who could not be educated
by the Nashville, Tennessee, school
system.

During an awards ceremony the
assistant principal asked for a mo-
ment of silence in memory of a stu-
dent murdered six weeks earlier.
Some students groaned and sighed
as if they had been asked to take a
test.

No Regord for life
On my first day at the center I sat

in a group session where one of the
students described observing a mur-
der. His friend, a former student, shot
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a 2l-year-old man three times in the
head. The lS-year-old told the story
with a smile, as if he were describ-
ing a party he had attended.

Throughout the school year the
1 5-year-old caused problems, claim-
ing to be carrying a weapon, bring-
ing fake guns and threatening teach-
ers. His role model taught him well.

The morning after the Rodney
King verdict I watched the news and
saw the violence in Los Angeles. I
sensed there would be trouble at
school.

As I arrived that morning I was
informed that a student had been
badly beaten. I went into the class-
rooms and leamed that the television
images I hadwatched inhonor, they
discussed with glee and were ener-
gized by them.

What disturbed me the most
aboutsome of the studentswas their
lack of regard for human life. You
could see the hate in their eyes. They

made it clear that human life meant
little to them. The rap songs they
sang included descriptions of rape
and murder. They talked of killing
teachers and leaving their bodies in
ditches.

School ended and we began our
summer programs. I watched one af-
temoon as a colleague approached,
pale and shocked. He had iust
caught a seven year old in a sex act
with another child. The sex offend-
ers are getting disturbingly younger.

l{omol Kids

But these incidents occurred with
"at risk" kids. Are normal kids like
this? My wife and I recently moved
to Raleigh, North Carolina. Lastweek
at least 100 students gathered at a
park near a local high-school to
watch a fight. As the fight progressed
someone pulled a gun and began fir-
ing.

A bullet struck an observing teen
in the chest, killing him. Bystanders
were bused to the police station to
describe what they had seen. Later



as they returned home the cameras
rolled. Some of the students cheered
and waved, and seemed undaunted
by the murder they had witnessed
just hours earlier.

A few months ago I developed a
violence prevention curriculum for a
local agency to use in area schools.
The need for such a curriculum is
proof that these problems are not
confined to abnormal kids.

We gave the students a pre-test
and found tha| 420/o said they had
had an experience where they felt
they were in danger. Fifty-four per-
cent said they knew someone who
had been raped or molested and
l17o said they themselves had been
raped or molested.

Youfi Who Honor God

This is a dark and dangerous gen-
eration in which today's youth are
growing up. One must wonder if
there is any hope for the future. Our
hope is in ouryouth. We can look to
the heroes of the past for guidance.

The principles by which Daniel,
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego
lived provide a good foundation.
Though they lived long ago, they
faced similar problems that young
men and women face todav.

lhey hrld fo¡th ¡n God.

Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego had faith that God would
sustain them. Much of what Chris-
tians believe is challenged daily in
classrooms across America.

It takes faith to adhere to your be-
liefs when challenged by those who
know more than you. Though we
may not have all the answers, today's
youth need faith that the Bible is cor-
rect.

They would not defile their bodies.

A desire for purity, honesty and
holiness is needed. Daniel, Shad-
rach, Meshach and Abednego re-
fused to eat the king's meat and
drink his wine; they were willing to
give up their lives in order to avoid
defiling their bodies.

Such youth are defTnitely out of
place in today's world, which makes
them a beacon to those who are
looking for something different.

They were willing to stond alone.

We were conducting research on
the prevention of alcohol abuse
among college students when my
professor asked a student if he knew
anyone who did not drink alcohol.
The student responded, "Whywould
someone do that?" He could not
imagine anyone not wanting to con-
sume alcohol.

Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego refused to eat the king's
meat and wine when everyone else
did. Later, Danielwas placed in the
lion's den and Shadrach, Meshach
and Abednego in the fìery furnace.
Youth who live by biblical principles
will often stand allalone.

They chose friends corefully.

When a decree went out that all
the wise men should be killed,
Daniel ran to his friends' house
where they prayed together. One of
the most important decisions a teen
makes is in deciding with whom he
or she spends their time.

This doesn't mean teens shouldn't
have unsaved friends. The teen
should ask himself. "Who is influenc-
ing whom? Am I influencing this per-
son toward Christ or are they influ-
encing me away from Christ?"

They were role models.

The testimonies of Daniel. Shad-
rach, Meshach and Abednego pro-
vided excellent role models and al-
lowed them to reach out to others.
We need youth who reach out to
those trapped in darkness.

There was another group of youth
at the mental health center. You
could see the pain in their eyes. They
were "needy," always craving atten-
tion. They were the misfits, the ones
the other kids preyed on.

In the study I described earlier we
also asked normal kids, "Who can
you talk to?" Fourteen percent indi-
cated that they had no one they
could talk to.

We need youth who are more
concerned with helping others than
maintaining their image. Youth who
are willing to befriend the unpopu-
lar. Youth who will be a role model
and lead people to Christ.

They pursued excellenr:e.

Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego were given the opportu-
nity to serve in the king's court be-
cause they pursued excellence. They
were described as possessing wis-
dom and understanding that was l0
times that of the magicians and en-
chanters of their day. We need youth
willing to give up pleasure in order
to pursue excellence. Youth whose
actions disprove the image many
have that Bible-believing Christians
are ignorant.

The tuture

We need youth who dream of the
future and commit to a life of service.
Youth who dream of becoming
preachers, loving and studying the
Word and the people theyserve. Mis-
sionaries who sacrifice to go to far
away lands, leaving behind their
family and the luxuries of America.

We need professionals of all types
to meet the needs of a world gone
mad. We need educators to go into
schools, youth who will grow up
working in blue collar positions liv-
ing the life of Christ before co-work-
ers. However they choose to serve
they should provide a shining light
in this dark world.

As I sat in that room on the last
day of school, it would have been
easy to become discouraged about
this new generation. But in my heart
I knew somewhere there were a few
Daniels, Shadrachs, Meshachs and
Abednegos preparing for the future.
Look around-you may find them in
your church or in your home. r
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Con Free Will Boptisls sulvive in fie next century?

rom the time of the Vietnam
waruntil the Persian Gulf War,
Americans had one major
question conceming our mili-
tary: Is it combat ready? Due to

problems in Vietnam, Americans
wondered about our military readi-
ness. Had we given our troops what
they needed to be victorious on the
battlefield? Had we adequately
trained them? Had we given them
the weaponry and technology they
needed?

These questions have now been
properly answered with the victory
in the Persian Gulf. Americans are
reasonably assured that our military
is among the best in the world.

The Free Will Baptist denomina-
tion today should be asking these
same questions. Are we as a de-
nomination "combat ready"? Have
we properly trained and/or equipped
our people? Have we given our
people what they need to win in the
battles they face? Have we been ef-
fective in "perfecting the saints for
the work of the ministry"?

This is not a question concerning
any one group of Free Will Baptists,
such as our college graduates or pas-
tors, but all Free Will Baptists. The
honest answer to these questions is
that we are not! We have not fully
engaged in the battle and work of
Christ. This is not to say that some of
our people are not involved, because
many are. We have people who
work hard and do more than their
share. However, this group of work-
ers, denominationally speaking, is a
minority group.

If we Free Will Baptists continue
to allow the minority of our people
(mostly pastors) to do the work of
the majority and/or the whole, we
will not survive the next century. It is
critical that we begin now to prepare
the lay people of our churches. The
Free Wiil Baptist denomination was
not set up to be run and worked by
this minority group, but by the people
with Christ as the head.
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Ihe Problem

The problem involves both this
minority and its over-involvement,
and the majority and its lack of in-
volvement. For too long now the too-

æ
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few have been trying to do the work
of too-many. The result has been
bumout, withdrawal and even deser-
tion, mostly by our young adults.

The reason for lack of involve-

Combat Readiness
By Brad Utley



ment by the majority has little to do
with desire. We FreeWill Baptists do
have a burden for lost souls. We do
care whether or not we are serving
and being effective for the Lord. The
problem is that we are not properly
equipped.

This is no reflection on our col-
leges or even upon our churches. I
suppose if we were to assess fault, it
lies with us as pastors. \ù/e, as Free
Will Baptist pastors, have been so fo-
cused on building churches that we
have not accomplished our task. We
have tried to do too much ourselves.
It has been easier for us to just do,
rather than equip or work on "per-
fecting the saints for the work of the
ministry."

The result of this has been that the
lay people in our churches have
learned to look to theirpastors as the
experts, the ones who are equiPPed
for the work of the ministry. Our gen-
eral membership has become com-
placent with a few doing the work
of many.

It is not a sign of spirituality to ac-
complish the work of l0 others. The
sign of spirituality or maturity is to be
obedient to Christ and join hands as
a church and work together.

The major obstacle has been our
pride. We are held in bondage by our
pride mainly due to this game of
numbers. This church is better than
that church because it gives more
money. This pastor is better than that
pastor because more people attend
his church. We have even taken the
number of salvations, baptisms and
attendance as saying something
about our spirituality.

Is this notwhatthe Corinthians did
with the gift of tongues? The num-
bers game must not be a barometer
of our spirituality or combat readi-
ness.

The Penpective

When the word change is used
among Free Will Baptists, some see
it as a negative. However, Christ
commands us to change. The whole
idea behind becoming more Christ-
like is change. If we are to be more
effective for Christ, whether as indi-
viduals or as a church we must be
changing,

The Free Will Baptist denomina-

tion is a great denomination. How-
ever, if the Lord is to use us in the
future, we must change. We must
become more combat ready. This
does not mean a change in the mes-
sage of the gospel. It is this message
that makes us a great denomination.
The message must remain the same.

It is the means of communicating
this message that must change. This
change involves a change of focus.
We must change our focus from one
of building churches and numbers to
one of building people. Building
churches is not wrong, nor should it
slow down. However, we should fo-
cus on people rather than programs.

Jesus said that He would build His
Church. He commissioned us to
make disciples. As pastors we are
responsible for equipping, training
and "perfecting the saints for the
work of the ministry." The success
of our denomination does not de-
pend on the ability of our pastors so
much as it does the obedience and
involvement of all Free Will Baptists.

In order to accomplish this, lay
members of our churches must be
equipped. This begins with a changed
focus or vision, especially on the part
of pastors. We must set the example
by allowing the people in our churches
to be equipped and then do the work
of ministry. It's like teaching a child
to write. If the parent continues to do
the writing, it does not matter how
much is taught, theywill not leam to
write.

This responsibility to effectively
communicate the message of Christ
is an overwhelming task. We must
work together to make use of the
most effective means to accomplish
this task. Perhaps the fear of change
that has hindered our readiness is
understandable in light of effects on
other denominations. Some denomi-
nations in the name of changing to a
better means have lost contact with
the message.

Nonetheless, we can not let this
fear stop us from becoming even
more effective for Christ. The eter-
nal destination of many souls hangs
in the balance.

The Proposol

If andwhenwe come to the place
where we change our focus or vi-

sion, it will not be enough. For then
comes the problem of how. How can
we equip or perfect the saints for the
work of the ministry? How can we
come to the place where the major-
ity is involved in the work of the min-
istry?

When we observe how others are
accomplishing this task, we usually
see large churches offering re-
sources that most local Free Will
Baptist churches do not have. This
should not discourage us. This
should not cause us to view bigger
churches, their pastors and people
thereof, as being better.

The Free Will Baptist denomina-
tion should stop working against its
strengths. The strength that we have
available to us is the small local
church. It is not negative to have
smaller churches. Smaller churches
have resources to offer that the larger
churches do not. The smaller church
can offeran environment of security.
The smaller church is an extended
family that offers a closeness that
larger churches can not.

The fact still remains, that al-
though there are many Pluses to
small churches, we are still losing
many young adults because of the
lack of resources in our local church-
es. The question then is, "How can
we maintain the pluses of our small-
er churches and yet offer the same
resources as larger churches?"

The answer will determine our
future as Free Will Baptists. This is
notan overstatement in order to cap-
ture attention. We must to fìnd and
implement the answer.

The answer is one of Christian
education. We must instruct our
people. There are colleges available
for this purpose that are successful.
There yet remains the education of
the majoútyof ourpeople. Manyof our
churches and district associations
have Christian education boards with
this purpose in mind. The answer
then lies with moving from being
competitive with one another to be-
ing cooperative.

The answer is in developing and
strengthening our district association
including their C.E. boards. The key
to our combat readiness and survival
as Free Will Baptists is in our ability
to strengthen and use our district+
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(Combot Reody. . . from poge l5)

associations. For too long now our
local churches and pastors have
been isolated with little support. An
effective army is successful in that it
cooperates and coordinates its tasks.

If we harness district associations
and pool our resources, we can take
advantage of having smaller church-
es, yet have the resources of the
larger churches. Why should our Io-
cal churches duplicate the ministry
ofother churches? The local church-
es together can accomplish more
within district associations than they
ever can alone.

It reminds me of the American
farmers of a few years ago. They
came together in cooperation and
accomplished more than they could
alone. They worked together as a
community and as neighbors. If the
secular community can accomplish
this, surely we can.

Practically speaking, what would
this entail? It would involve district
associations expanding Christian
education boards to include more
than youth activities and services. It
would mean churches getting to-
gether and networking by discussing
strengths and weaknesses. It would
mean churches meshing togetherso
that the strengths of one church
could offset the weakness of an-
other.

We must then as churches, open
up and share our needs. Needs will
varywith each church and each dis-
trict association. The particular min-

istries are only limited by our own
creativity and cooperation.

Some of the ministries that can be
offered to the local church through
the district association might include
the following: district revival; picnics
and fellowships; libraries, including
the use of videos; district seminars
and retreats; the use of church prop-
erties including vans, buildings and
even workers; consultations be-
tween pastors, Sunday Schools,
children's ministries, youth pastors,
teachers, others; finances; people
talented in special areas like evan-
gelism, taxes, education, plumbing,
mechanics; district dramas and con-
certs.

This problem can and should be
addressed on a state level. The state
Christian education boards should
change their focus from emphasis on
planning and doing training and ac-
tivities to supporting the district as-
sociations of that state. This is not to
say what is currently being done
should stop, but that the focus should
shift.

The state Christian education
board's primary responsibility should
be supporting the district associa-
tions. The districts then in turn sup-
port local churches. The churches
then can equip the saints for the
work of the ministry, for the unity of
the body of Christ.

I believe this must be the future
course by Free Will Baptists. The key
again is that our future combat readi-
ness lies with our ability to strength-

en and use our district associations.
I do not see this as an option, but a
necessity, if we are to sulvive the
next century as a denomination.

I know that the power of our
church and the building thereof lie
with Christ and Him alone. However,
we can not expect the Lord to bless
us as a denomination if we can not
overcome our pride and begin to
cooperate, rather than compete. We
must act and we must act now if we
expect victory in the battles that sur-
round us. We will win the war, but
we are losing too many battles.

We must change our focus to
building or equipping people. It is in
"the perfecting of the saints, for the
work of the ministry, for the ediffing
of the body of Christ," that our com-
bat readiness rests. Can Free Will
Baptists survive in the next century?
The answer lies in our ability to
change our means, while keeping
the message of Christ the same. t

AB0UT THE WRITER: Reverend Erod Utley potors Copitol Hill
free Will Boptist $urch in 0klohomo City, 0klohomo.
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Does your church need o visitor welcome cenler?

Come on in and StayAwhile!
By Sherry Anderson

ave you noticed how diffìcult
it is to get new people to
church? And when they do
come, many find the exPe-
rience less than fulfilling.

They often feel that no one reallY
cares that they've come. Some leave
the church without having anyone
say a single word to them.

Then there's the Problem of not
knowing where to go once theY ar-
rive at the church facility. Where do
the children go for SundaY School?
Is there more than one adult class
and if so, what is the generalmakeuP
and course of study of each? Is there
a children's church? How manYwor-
ship services? Is there more than one
nursery and how many workers in
each?

That's why our church established
a Visitor's Information Center. From
here we can answer any questions
our visitors may have, give them a
packet of information about our
church and the various services we
offer and even escort them to their
destination.

The Center also gives us the oP-
portunity to warmlY welcome our
guests and establish an immediate
bond with them. We're able to saY,

"Glad you came to worship with us"
and "How can we be of helP to You?"
in a relaxed, non-threatening atmo-
sphere.

Our long-term goal is to have a
room dedicated to welcoming our
guests, but for starters we set uP a
small table in the foyer, comPlete
with a "Visitor Information" sign sus-
pended overhead. We Put together
a packet of information which in-
cludes a brochure about our Youth
program, a children's ministries bro-
chure, a brochure outlining the vari-
ous ministries of the church, the lat-
est copy of our monthlY church
newsletter, a small devotional book-
Iet, a short cassette message which
our pastor recorded especially for
visitors, and an info sheet for them
to fill out, which we use for our fol-
low up.

Something else we include, which

I consider to be our most valuable
asset, is a synopsis sheet of all of our
adult Sunday School classes. This
paper lists each class by name, gives
the location (whichwe are then able
to point out on a diagram of the
church before taking them there),
gives the teacher's name and in-
cludes a short descriPtion of the
class-the general age range, Pur-
pose of the class and anY other
unique features.

By providing this to our guests,
they are then better able to decide
which class they would like to visit
rather than having to blindly choose
one. We plan to include a coloring
book about our children's ministries
as a special gift to the youngsters.

We staff our Center with volun-
teers who serve once a month for 15

minutes before and after the service
they sign up for. It's not a hard job at
all, requiring only a friendly smile, a
willing spirit and very little time. It's
a perfect ministry oPPortunitY for
people who might think theY don't
have the talent for some of the other
ministries in the church, one which
affords them the potential of impact-
ing someone for eternity.

Our church utilizes greeters at
each of the facility entrances who
direct incoming guests to the Cen-

teí. Although greeters aren't neces-
sary to a successful center, alert,
smiling faces are!

Could your church do this? Yes!

Getting started requires just a small
table and volunteers to man it. From
there you can branch out to include
brochures, diagrams of your facilities,
"thank you for coming" gifts...the list
of possibilities is endless. You'll be
so glad that you initiated this minis-
try as you meet new friends and see
the warmth of your welcome re-
flected in their faces.

When I visit your church, will You
be looking for me? r

ABOUI THE WRITER: Mrs. Sherry Anderson senes os Welcome

Cenler Diredor ol t)onehon Free Will Bopthl (hurch in Noshville,

Tennessee. She is oko lhe re(epli0nht ol free Will Eoptist Eible

ftllege.
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Loveless to DÍrect Publishing House

NASHVILLE, TN-Dr. Alton Love-
Iess, 56, has been named gen-
eral director of the Sundav School
and Church Training 

-Depart-

ment. He succeeds Dr. Roger
Reedswho retired on December
31,1993.

Dr. Loveless brings with him a
broad range of experience in
publishing, public speaking, jour-
nalism and teaching. He served
as executive secretary for the
Ohio State Association of Free
Will Baptists from 1974 to 1993.

He also served 12 years on the
Sunday School Board, chairing
the Curriculum Committee for
I 1 years. He served l0 years on
the Historical Commission, a
term on the Foreign Missions
Board, and is past president of
the Free Will Baptist Bookstore
Association.

He pastored four Free Will
Baptist churches inArkansas and
Missouri 1955 to 1970. He served
as field representative, Christian
education consultant and na-
tionaVregional marketing direc-
tor in the southern United States
and Caribbean forScripture Press
Publications, 1970-197 4.

Dr. Loveless has published
more than 400 articles and con-
ducted 700 seminars in 32 for-
eign countries and 47 states. He
has beenwidely-used as a Chris-
tian education consultant by 68
denominations. His skill in
teacher training workshops and
tutorials in interpersonal relation-
ships have created speaking op-

portunities around the world.
Alton Loveless, a native of

Conway, fukansas, began preach-
ing in 1955 at age 17. He was
ordained as a Free Will Baptist
minister in 1956. He attended
seven colleges and graduate
schools. He is a graduate of
Hillsdale FWB College and
earned his Ph.D. in business ad-
ministration from Columbia Pa-
cific University.

In his just-completed role as
Ohio's executive secretary, Dr.
Loveless directed the Ambassa-
dor Bible Bookstore, the largest
bookstore in the denomination.
He also edited the state's news-
paper,The Ambassador, directed
the Ohio Bible Institute, served
as state treasurer and coordi-
nated both the annual state asso-
ciation and the Minister/Layman
Retreat.

Alton and Delois Loveless have
two sons, Randall and Steve.

150 Attend Mississippi Meeting
WAYNESBORO, MS-More than
150 people gathered at Corinth
FWB Church in Waynesboro for
the 29th annual Mississippi State
Association, according to Clerk
Benny McKinney. The Novem-
ber 5-6, 1993, session included
33 ministers and eight deacons
among its registrants.

Delegates elected Moderator
J. L. Gore to a second term. Thev
also adopted a resolution in-
structing the Executive Commit-
tee to prepare a state budget for
the 1994 session.

Fulton FWB Church pastor Bill
Van Winkle received a plaque
recognizing his l0 years of ser-
vice on the state Home Missions
Board.

Five ministers preached ser-
mons developing the association
theme, "Perseverance." Three
Mississippi pastors preached
during the Friday Bible Confer-
ence-Pastors Glenn Jones (Mt.
Pisgah FWB Church, Booneville),
Dale Ford (Christian FWB Church,
Amory) and Gary Walters (Lee's
Chapel FWB Church, Waynes-

boro). Special speakers con-
cluded the conference: FWBBC
staffer Bob Shockey and former
missionary to Mexico Fred Jones.

The Mississippi Woman's Aux-
iliary met November 5 using the
theme, "Women and the Little
Things." Melissa Riddle, editor
of Co-Laborer magazine, spoke
twice during the meeting.

The 1 994 state associationwill
meet November 4-5 at Christian
FWB Church in Amorv.



Ohio Native Named Executive Secretary

COLUMBUS, OH-Reverend
Edwin Hayes, 42-year-old pastor
of Columbus First FWB Church,
has been named executive sec-
retary of the Ohio State Associa-
tion of Free Will Baptists by the
state Board of Directors. He suc-
ceeds Alton Loveless who re-
signed the position after 1 9years.
Rev. Hayes began his new duties

December l, 1993.
Brother Hayes said, "This was

one of the toughestdecisions I've
ever made in my life. I do believe
thatthe Lord has placed me here
at this time for this task. I'm com-
mitted to the job for the long
run.tt

Hayes said he plans to attend
Ohio quarterly meetings and pro-
mote a denomination-wide sup-
port emphasis, especially the
Together Way Plan. In addition
to his duties as promotional of-
ficer, he will direct the Ohio Bible
Institute, edit the state paper (The
Ambassador) and oversee the
state bookstore.

Rev. Hayes has lived his entire
life in Ohio. He also holds the
distinction of serving in one
church. He was converted in 1 964
and joined Columbus First FWB
Church. Ordained to preach in

1976, he was called as pastor of
the church in 1980, and minis-
tered there the past 13 years.

He was elected to his eighth
term as moderator of the Ohio
State Association last June. He
previously served as assistant
moderator; state General Board
member; and as moderator, Mis-
sion Board and Executive Board
member of the Franklin Confer-
ence. Since 1986, Brother Hayes
has served on the national Sun-
day School and Church Training
Board.

He is a graduate of Franklin
University and has eamed a num-
ber of credit hours at Cedarville
College.

Edwin and Linda Hayes have
two daughters, Julia (16) and
Holly (13).

Reeds to Promote Sunday School Revivals
NASHVILLE, TN-Dr. Roger
Reeds, who retired in December
after 32 years as director of Sun-
day School and Church Training
Department, says he plans to con-
duct Sunday School Revivals
among Free Will Baptist church-
es. Overthe years, Dr. Reeds has
conducted more than 300 Sun-
day School Revivals.

The meetings usually operate
on a three-day format-Friday,
Saturday and Sunday. Dr. Reeds
said, "l preach messages on the
Sunday School and Sunday
School growth on Friday night,
Saturday night and Sunday morn-
ing. During the day on Saturday I
conduct workshops on the pro-
cess of teaching, teaching meth-
ods and SundaySchool growth."

He said there is a need for
such meetings because, "Sun-
daySchool attendance has been
declining for the past 25 years.
The Sunday School is one ofthe
best methods man has ever de-
vised for evangelism and edifi-

ment. He plans to pastor Trinity
FWB Church in Nashville and
move the congregation toward a
full-time ministry.

Another of his skills is in the
area of journalism. Dr. Reeds
plans to do extensive writing in
the months ahead. He said he
plans two major book projects.

Anyone interested in having a
Sunday School Revival at their
church can contact Dr. Reeds at:

Randall House Publicatlons
1 14 Bush Road/P. O. Box 17306

Nashville, TN 37217
615/361-t22r

or l-800/877-7030

cation. My prayer is that we will
have a revival of Sunday School
interest that could lead to a re-
vival in our churches. I do not
mean to imply that a Sunday
School Revival will solve all our
problems, but it could be a start
in the right direction."

While Dr. Reeds plans to give
time to Sunday School Revival
outreach, he also has other re-
sponsibilities. He is on call as a
consultant for the Sunday School
and Church Training Depart-

i/
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Ohio Honors Alton and Delois Loveless
COLUMBUS, OH-An estimated
400 people from across the state
of Ohio met October 10, lggS at
HeritageTemple FWB Church to
pay tribute to Alton and Delois
Loveless for their 19 years of ser-
vice to Ohio Free Will Baptists.
Testimonies from each Board of

whatyou have meant to the state
of Ohio. You have been my friend,
a friend to our ministers and
churches. We thank vou."

Rev. Loveless concluded his
remarks of thanks, "Leaving Ohio
was never in my desires. I know
of no reason whv we must. We

Atlanta to assume the newlv
formed role of promotional sec-
retary, the state had given only
$59,000 the previous year to both
state and national causes. Since
that beginning, the state has
raised millions of dollars for these
causes and built one of the larg-
est Christian bookstores among
Free Will Baptists. This year's
budget exceeds $l.l million. In
I 986 the State Association bought
1.5 acres on the main route
through Columbus and built a
7,300-square-foot complex for
the bookstore and state office.
The 185' x 300' property has area
available for additional buildings.

The state office also produces
a 16-20 page tabloid, The Am-
bassador, directs Ohio Bible In-
stitute with both resident and cor-
respondence programs, a minis-
terJayman retreat, workshops for
teacher training and leadership,
promotes all state and national
agencies and oversees the work
of the state convention.

Rev. Edwin Hayes, pastor of
Columbus First FWB Churchand
state moderator, will succeed Dr.
Loveless as promotional direc-
tor.

Ohio Free Witl Baptists pay tribute to Alton and Delois Loueless.

Directors member and the state
moderator, cards and letters, a
book of memories, plaques and
financial gifts were presented to
the Lovelesses.

Rev. Forrest Chamberlin, chair-
man of the State Board of Direc-
tors, said, "You will never know

would love to have retired here
because more of our adult life
has been spent here than any-
where else. Our closest friends
are here. Only God knows why."

When Dr. and Mrs. Loveless
went to Ohio in June 1974 from
Scripture Press Publications in

Arkansas Youth Target 6Norman Invasiont
CONWAY, AR-ln an attempt to
stimulate interest in foreign mis-
sions and challenge state youth
to do more than go to church, the
youth of fukansas have under-
taken a project called, "The
Norman Invasion." The challenge
of the project is to raise $100,000
before July 1994 when the na-
tional convention meets in Little
Rock, according to state CTS di-
rector, Jackie Brown.

The purpose of the goal is
three-fold. First, to build a church
for Norman and Bessie Richards
in Agnibilekrou, Côte d'lvoire.
The cost of the church is $25,000.

The second item is to help

complete the church building
started by Norman and Laura
McFall in Belo Horizonte, Brazil.
The cost to complete the church
is $40,000.

The third goal is to send some
fukansas youth to the two mis-
sion fields this summer. Hence,
the term, "Norman Invasion," and
the reason for the $100,000 goal.

The first phase of the project
was 25-25-25-25. The idea was
to raise 25 pounds of 25-cent
pieces for $25,000 by October
25, 1 993. Each church and youth
group was challenged to raise
their 25 pounds. The results of
this phase concluded and the

final step was a statewide youth
call-a-thon Sunday afternoon,
October 24.

Jackie Brown said, "The final
tally is amazing and proves that
God is blessing the efforts of our
youth. As of 3:00 Monday after-
noon, October 25, the Norman
Invasion had raised $34,555.85.



Oklahoma Adopts $2.3 Million Budget
TULSA, OK-Delegates to Okla-
homa's 85th annual state asso-
ciation passed a $2.3 million
budget for 1994-95. The budget
includes: Oklahoma Executive
Office-$ I 14,000; Book Store-
$485,000; State Mission Board-
$380,000; C. E. Board-$71,000;
Hillsdale FWB College-$1.3
million. Delegates also adopted
a $360,000 Cooperative Plan bud-
get.

State clerk Keith Burden said
693 people registered for the Oc-
tober l1-14, 1993, meeting. That
number included l5l ministers
and 48 deacons. Allsessions met
at Northside FWB Church in
Tulsa.

The fìve-man Study Commit-
tee appointed at the 1992 ses-
sion to examine the question of
greater representation on the

Hillsdale College Board of Trust-
ees brought back its fìndings. As
a result, delegates authorized
expanding the Board to l7 mem-
bers, adding one board member
from Texas, one from Arkansas
and one from Missouri.

Moderator Bob Thompson
was elected to his second term.
The Oklahoma Executive Board
presented a plaque to Rev. Bailey
Thompson as he completed 14

years of service.
Five ministers preached ser-

mons developing the association
theme, "Revive Thy Work." Lo-
cust Grove pastor Bob Thomas
delivered the keynote address.
Three other Oklahoma pastors
spoke-Keith Burden (Ada),
Allen Mabra (Woodward) and
Lonnie DaVoult (Midwest City).
Free Will Baptist executive secre-

tary Melvin Worthington preached
Wednesday morning.

The state Master's Men met
Monday evening at Owasso. Presi-
dent Waymon Ray presided.
Melvin Worthington preached.

Missionary to Spain, Lynn
Midgett, spoke at the Tuesday
Woman's Auxiliary. President
Mary Alice Bridgman presided.

The state Ministers Confer-
ence met October l2 using the
theme, "Contending for the
Faith." Four ministers-Danny
Phillips, Kevin Daniels, Wade
Jernigan and Waldo Young-
preached.

The 1994 session will meet
October 10-14. The state Execu-
tive Committee will select the
meeting site.

Southeastern Sets Spring Conference

WENDELL, NC-Southeastern
FWB College announced their
annual spring Revival and Soul
Winning Conference to be held
April 1B-20. Seven speakers will
highlight the conference which
willfeature keynote speakers Dr.
Joseph Ange, Dr. Roy Thomas,
and Rev. Tom Lilly.

Dr. Joseph Ange is a Free Will
Baptist evangelist and spends his
time traveling across the denomi-
nation preaching revivals. He is a
past pastor and former president

of Southeastern.
Dr. RoyThomas has been con-

nected with the Home Missions
Department for 33 years. He has
served as missionary, board
member, associate director, and
has been the director of the Home
Missions Department for l5 years.

Rev. Tom Lilly has served for 12

years as promotional director for
North Carolina Free Will Baptists.

Rounding out the program will
be four pastors who will preach:
Rev. Jim Summerson, pastor of

Mt. Calvary FWB Church, Hooker-
ton, NC; Rev. JerryJohnson, pas-
tor of Traveller's Rest FWB
Church, Altha, FL; Rev. Lorenza
Stox, pastor of Parker's Chapel
FWB Church, Greenville, NC;and
Rev. Tim Young, pastor of Faith
FWB Church, Rockingham, NC.

President Billy Bevan extends
an invitation to pastors, laymen
and youth to attend the confer-
ence. I
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When [¿Rue and Bea Davls brought
their son Jeff to Free Will Baptist Bible
College last August, they discovered that
he had been placed in the same room
in Ennis Hall that his father occupied 42
years earlier. The Davises are members
of Vlctory FWB Church in Goldsboro,
NC.

Pastor Cecll Iüllllamson who has
served Temple FIVB Church in Winter
Garden, FL, l6 years said the group has
completed a $14,000 sanctuary remod-
eling project. Members worked two
months hanging sheet rock, paneling
and a new lighting system. They also
refurbished the pulpit and baptistery
area. If you're going to Florida on vaca-
tion, iust l5 miles from the front gate of
DisneyWorld on 1208 East Story Road,
you will find this happy pastor and his
people ready to welcome you.

Officials at Camp Caleb in Prestons-
burg, KY, report 318 campers from
seven states last summer. They wit-
nessed 38 salvation decisions and one
young man announced his call to
preach.

Some time ago the Earllmart I'lilB
Church in Earllmart, CA, closed its
doors. Thanks to the support of Farm-
ersvllle FIVB Church in California and
Spanish minister Cesar Menez, that
church has reopened its doors to the
Hispanic community. The church was
bom again as New Hope Fl{B Church
last September. Thirty people attended
the first service.

Members of Harmony FWB Church
in lVest Frankfort, lL, report l3 conver-
sions during theirVacation Bible School.
The school attracted 90 students each
evening for the weeklong session.

Arnold View FWB Church in Creal
Sprlngs, IL, did something different
with their Vacation Bible School offer-
ing this year. They gave almost $500 to
a family that had been hard hit by last
summer's flood. Pastor Burt Hall said
the VBS averaged 85 in attendance.

Guess who is 96 years old. It's Blue
Polnt FWB Church in Cisne, IL. Pastor
Ernle Lewls leads the congregation. Il-
linois promotional director, Davld
Shores, brought the 96th anniversary
homecoming message.

PastorBrad Tabor reports three con-
versions and six new members at
Webbs Pralrie FWB Church in Ewlng,
IL.

When members of Hazel Dell FIVB
Church in Sesser, IL, gave pastor Gene
Outland an appreciation day, it also in-
cluded a "This is Your Life" touch. Pas-
tor Outland celebrated 36 years in the
ministry. Long-time friends from a
former pastorate in North Carolina sent
a 20-minute video of congratulations.
The Hazel Dell church gave Pastor Out-
land a new suit. The camp board pre-
sented him with a plaque of apprecia-
tion.

Better keep a close eye on Flrst IlilB
Church in Owasso, OK. Pastor Leonard
Plrtle and members paid off the mort-
gage with 250 people present to share
the excitement. Two months later, they
sold the church property to another
group and relocated. The church began
in 1957 with 33 charter members.

Members ofRocþPass I'lilB Church
in Nebo, NC, honored Pastor Mllton
Holllfletd for 14 years of service. Their
"This is Your Life" emphasis included
the fact that Hollifield has been a pastor
45 years. He began pastoring in 1948 at
Old Fort, NC. He has invested his entire
ministry in North Carolina Free Will Bap-
tist churches.

The Mlsslsslppl Pastors' and Work-
ers' Conference will meet February l7-
19 at Flrst FWB Church in Pearl. Speak-
ers will include Mississippi evangelist
Van Dale Hudson and Home Missions
Department staffer Richard Adams.

Bethlehem FIVB Church in Ponto-
toc, MS, completed construction of new
Sunday School rooms. Benny McKinney
pastors.

Members of Lee's Chapel FIVB
Church in lVaynesboro, MS, purchased
a church van, started a bus ministry and
began a children's church. GaryVYalters
pastors the busy congregation.

PastorGerald Gann and members of
Eggvllte FWB Church in Tupelo, MS,
began construction on a new sanctuary.
Pastor Gann has been with the church
I I years.

Rev. Moss Craddock, a West Vlr-
glnla minister for 43 years, died in Sep-

tember 1993. He was pastor of Falth
FIVB Temple in Stolllngs. Brother
Craddock was a retired coal plant fore-
man and had served 42 years as chap-
lain at Logan General Hospital. He also
conducted a radio ministry on station
WLOG.

Herltage FWB Church in Sprlng-
fleld, IL, logged a record Sunday
evening attendance with 54, according
to missionary pastor Ken Doggett. Fif-
teen first-time visitors recently attended.

New Hope FWB Church at Freder-
icktown, MO, burned the mortgage on
their church, according to PastorRonnle
Payne.

Jones Chapel FWB Church inStella,
MO, is 98 years old and has a new
church building. Pastor Bob Hudson
said the old structure burned in August
1992. The group dedicated a 150-seat
sanctuary to the glory of God a year later.
Some 200 members and friends gath-
ered for the dedication service while
Missouri executive secretary Nathan
Ruble preached the sermon.

Members of Flrst t'lVB Church in
Norman, OK, purchased l4 acres at
Highway 9 and 24th Avenue S.E., accord-
ing to Pastor Joe Grlzzle. The church
plans to build on this site in the future.
The property had been owned by the
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation
and sold for $185,000.

Members of Unlon Grove FVI¡B
Church in Adklns, AR, paid off their
$72,000 mortgage in six years. Pastor
Davld Blshop led the group in a note-
burning celebration.

Here's an Arkansas congregation
that paid off a $36,000 mortgage in three
years. Members of lVelcome Home
FIVB Church in Hector paid off that
mortgage and another $10,000 note.
Randell Wllliams pastors.

Pastor Levan Hubbard reports eight
baptisms and two conversions at Roll-
lng Oaks FIVB Church in Maumelle,AR.
The new church conducted their first
communion and feet-washing service
with 19 participants. They reported 40
consecutive weeks with first-time visi-
tors in each service. I
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Missions Aliue, Well On Compus

FREE WItt BAPTIST BIBLE COIIEGE

By BertTippett, FWBBC Publications Director

Free Will Baptist Bible College has en-
joyed a growing missions awareness among
its students, facultyand staff in recent months.

Evidence of this is seen in many areas. For
instance, some 80 students and teachers at-
tended the GO Conference, November 5-6, in
Rock Eagle, Georgia. This conference, spon-
sored by Columbia Bible College, has drawn
growing numbers of FWBBC students in re-
cent years. This year's delegation from the
College was one of the largest at the confer-
ence.

t t. Another indicator is the involvement of
lWlSSrcn many Bible College students with non-English-

speaking students in Nashville. This has come
about primarily through the ministry of the

fields Afe InternationalEnglishlnstitute,whichpromotes
contacts between English-speaking Christians
and international students who come to the

atreadvS;1,1ïliîil,iil:,iiåiiìi,i""?f iiåi,'åîifr
with those from other countries.

t î The following account is just one of the
nefe lOf srcries coming fiom students who have be-

come involved in missions while studying at

FWBBCli::[i"''P.H¡':iii:fìf'?]l;i,";ff å:'ii:i:il:
story:

cfi t rl e n f ç In September of this year, I had the opportu-erssv' cav' 
niry þ establish a friendship with two Turkish
students studying Englßh here. This opportunity
come to me by means of the Intemational En-
glish Institute (l.E.l. ).

My first encounters uere someuhat awk-
uard, but, slowly, our conuersations deepened
and I began to realize that these two young men
uere just lihe me-almost.

By October, I was well on my uay to know-
ing these men, personally. They had shared
many things with me-their dreams, fomily life,
friendships, euen their food. One thing, in par-
ticular, that stood out to me was their faith. My
friends were Muslim, and I found myself chal'
lenged by this aspect of their liues. I decided that
I uould not be intimidated by the mystique of
Islam, Allah, Mohammad and all of the rituals.
Little did I know thot God was at work in His own
mighty way.

I was sitting in my dorm room one euening,

debating whether to do my homework or take a
nap, when I remembered a seminar on witness-
ingto Muslims that was beinggiuenthat nighton
campus. My first thought was that I was too busy
to go. It would probably be boring, anyuay.
Quietly, the HolySpirit beganto speakto me and
caused me to consider my friends in the light of
Etemity.

Aniuing at the seminar, I met the speaker,
Douglas Layton, of Seruant Group Intemational.
He presented a message of hope and redemp-
tion for the Islomic world-numbering nearly a
billion people! I felt challenged about my rela'
tionship to God and to my Muslim friends.

Aftertwo nights attendingthe seminars,l felt
that my understanding of Islam had grown, ond
so had my responsibility to be a witness. Little
did I þnow that God had been working behind
the scenes!

The night following the seminor, I had an
opportunity to talh to one of my Muslim friends
about Christ. This wasn't just a time of religious
babble. It was productiue. Many guestions were
raised and I found the opportunity to share my
faith. Surprisingly, the Lord gaue me an opportu'
nity to witness to my other Muslim friend, as
uell. Again, it was in-depth. He raised questions
about my assurance of saluation and how God
could show me His loue. I ansuered his ques-
tions with, "For God so loued the world, that he
gaue..."

I haue leamed that I don't haue to conuince
people to belieue. That is the Holy Spirit's iob.
But I do haue to be ready to present Christ to any
person I may meeL I may be the only linh
betueen them and Heauen!

You don't haue to become a missionary to
witness cross<ulturally. My two friends liue less
than fiue houses away from my dorm!

Sean's friends have not accepted Christ -yet.
Please pray for them and for a growing

missions awareness at the college. Also pray
that we will be able to reach those whom God
has placed within our reach. r

Sean Warren

[:or ¿ì (-ertirlog,. c-arll
l -8(x>7(j-F\\'EltJ()
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THE FBEE WItt BAPTIST FOUNDATION

What ts the Free Will Baptist Foundatíon?
Bv William Evans

A recent stroll through an antique store
brought me face to face with a rather strange
item. Although I enjoy woodworking, attended
shop classes three years in school and manu-
factured early American style furniture for sev-
eral years, I could not remember ever seeing
such an object. After picking it up and looking
it over from different angles, I began to form an
opinion. But it was the clerk who fïnally iden-
tified it-it was a wood plane for making
ornamental molding. The clerk proceeded to
show me several cuts he had made with the
plane.

"tnTlr",,!giT:iïi:ìiÏ3iiÎl5i3i"iiiä-"Ì
organization; it has a legal description and
identity, yet many people do not know what it
is and what it does. Let me show you.

Awidowwants a guaranteed steady monthly
income as long as she lives. She invested
money in a bank CD a few years ago which
provided reasonable return, but when it ma-
tured recently she was offered only 3.5 per-
cent. Instead, she made an arangement with
the Foundation called a gift annuity, providing
a much higher return and guaranteeing a final
benefit to her favorite ministries when she
dies. This irevocable agreement is personal-
ized toachieve herwishes. She hasmade agift
to her favorite ministries and gets greater in-
come too.

A business man plans to achieve several
goals. He has made a significant gift to a
number of national ministries and his local
church. In retum, he will receive regular in-
come and a substantial charitable gift deduc-
tion for this year's income tax return. Any of
this deduction not used on this year's return
maybe carried forward forup to fiveyears. He
will use a Charitable Remainder Unitrust to
achieve these goals.

A retired couple want to increase their in-
come from part of their savings but do not
want to give away all the principal. With a
Foundation revocable trust they will get a sig-
nificant increase in their rate of eamings and
maintain access to the principal with a short
notice and no penalty. If both die before revok-
ing the agreement, 80 percent of their funds
will go directly to their surviving family and 20
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percent will go to various Free Will Baptist
ministries.

A retired widow has another revocable
agreement with the Foundation. She does not
want income presently, so interest is simply
added to the principal. She also wants 100
percent to go to a special ministry of her
district association at her death. Until she dies,
the money is fully available to her.

Doyou have questions aboutways the Foun-
dation can help you? Call 615-731-6812. There
is no obligation and you might fïnd it interest-
ing.

The Free Will Baptist Foundation!What is
it? It is the ministry of matching your wishes
with the needs of our denominational work.l
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HelpWanted!
By Roy Thomas

"The haruest truly is plenteous, but the la-
borers are feu," was spoken by the Lord in
Matthew 9:37 nearly 2,000 years ago, and it is
still true today. The Home Missions Depart'
ment needs some new missionaries!

Severalmission-
aries have led their
churches to be-
come self-support-
ing, andtwoothers
plan to be self-sup-
porting soon. This
is the ultimate goal
all missionaries are
working toward,
but it has reduced
the number of
workers we have
on the field.

Only two men
are on deputation
at this time, and
one of these will
soon conclude his
itinerate. Thisisthe
smallest number of home missionaries we
have had on itinerate in a long time. New
laborers are definitely needed.

Where are uorkers needed?

Several state and district mission boards in
California, Illinois, South Carolina, Michigan,
Indiana and Virginia have expressed concern
about cities which need Joint Proiect workers.
The following is a list of cities that either have
a group of people wanting a Free Will Baptist
church, or a mission board has targeted the
city, or some group within the state has asked
for a missionary:

Santa Clarita, California
Lincoln, Nebraska
Bloomington, Illinois
Columbia, South Carolina
Fort Wayne, Indiana
Seattle, Washington
Boise,ldaho
Bozeman, Montana
Laramie, Wyoming
Minot, North Dakota
Aurora, Colorado

Letters containing Macedonian calls for help
have come to me from Albuquerque and
Carlsbad, New Mexico; El Paso, Texas; Spring'
field, Massachusetts; Olympia, Washington;
Missoula, Montana and several cities in Florida.
Please help the Home Missions Department

pray that dedi-
catedmenand
women with
pioneer spirits
will respond to
these Macedo-
nian calls to
plant Free Will
Baptistchurch-
es in the many
needy cities of
our country.

If you are in-
terested in go-
ing as a mis-
sionary to one
of these needy
cities, please
contact the

Home Missions Department. "The haruest
truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few.
Pray ye, therefore, the Lord of the haruest that
He will send forth laborers ínto Hís haruest"
(Matthew 9:37-38). r
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RANDAIL HOUSE PUBTICATIONS

By Alton Loveless

Dr. Roger Reeds and I have completed the
last chapter of our own roles, he with the

iil:SåT:;:",13,'"i#!1"#,îå,1i;å,3:ï;
lives and I am sure many may have wished we
had written them differently.

This month we begin new chapters. He is
ushering in retirement and I become his suc-
cessor. I wanted to advise our denomination
of my hopes for Randall House. My dreams are
toomanyforthispage. Formonths I have been
formulating goals and ideas for the growth of
the department and the type preparation that
not only would teach our people but provide
material to help our churches reach a world
without Jesus Christ.

We are a diverse denomination with
churches of all sizesand inmanyplacesacross
the United States. Needs vary and tools to help
them are necessäry. I am very conservative
when it comes to the scripture, but I believe
we must be aggressive in our methods of
reaching the vast masses without Christ in
America.

I have traveled, preached, served as a con-
sultant and conducted more than 700 semi-
nars among 68 different denominations in 47
states and 32 foreign countries. This opportu-
nity has allowed me to see what others are
doing. Some were good and some no better
than what we are doing. But it has given me
many ideas. Such a touch has not softened my
doctrinal position but has given me friends
whose expertise in Christian education of-
fered me a wider scope of what is available or
used by others to complete the Great Commis-
sion. I am a team player and denominational
person.

I am convinced that Christian education
and the Sunday School must be a vital part of
evangelism. The process of teaching and train-
ing new converts is necessary for their growth
and the continuing education of all people in
our churches. Dr. Howard Hendricks gave a
definitive character of Christian education with

. the following statement, "Christian education
is not an option, it is an order; it is not a luxury,
it is a life. It is not something nice to have; it is
something necessary to have. It is not a part of
the work of the church; it is the work of the
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church. It is not extraneous; it is essential. It is
our obligation, not merely an opinion."

As people differ in their gifts, abilities and
educational levels, we must produce material
to help them reach their areas. I have an
appreciation for the past but believe we must
adapt for the future.

I have a concern for our image and will
attempt to offer innovative ideas to make us as
good as competition. Not only in content, pre-
senting our biblical teachings, but in graphics
andmethodology. Thiswill take time because
of the logistics and time it takes to produce
Sunday School literature.

I want the department to offer help by build-
ing a network of workshop leaders across our
denomination to help our struggling Sunday
Schools. History reveals our department had
its bestdayswhentherewere those in the field
helping train local church workers. It will take
time to fìnd people concerned about our
churches and their growth. We need those
able to help them not to just "keep the faith"
but teach how to give it away. This is Christian
education at work. It is the Bible in coveralls.

Last chapter!At 56, becoming the general
director of the Sunday School Department
was not what I had in mind. Yet, nearly all my
adult life has been in Christian education,
either with a publishing wholesaler or in retail,
so the preparation for this role was not foreign
to me or the requirements needed for the
directorship. I desire the prayers of ourpeople
and solicit the patience of our segments in
allowing me time to do the tasks before me.
The iob alone will be chore enough to plan,
prepare and then promote the material. Time
is our biggest enemy and His return must
surely be close. Please join me for the work
ahead and let us do battle against the devil.r
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Youth Day 1994
February6, 1994

Imagine preparing worship services and
Sunday School lessons, planning activities
and meals, and jugglingdozens of competi-
tion sections, all at the same time for 14, 985
children and teens.

Imagine the task of selecting topics and
speakers, securing lodging and meals, and
providing training for 426 top-notch future
Free Will Baptist leaders.

Imagine preparing an evangelistic pro-
gram, planning a l0-daytour, and conduct-
ing a week-long rehearsal session for 65

These are a few chapters in the history of-
the Youth Ministries Division over the past
l0 years. We have the opportunity to host
the annual National Youth Conference, the
Truth and Peace Youth Leadership Confer-
ence, and the National Youth Evangelistic
Team. In addition to these programs, we
are aggressively seeking opportunities to
train and equip those who work with our
young people.

No doubt many of you are familiar with
these programs, and some of the young
people in your church have participated in
these events. Some of you know fïrst-hand
and have seen young people whose lives
have been transformed by being led to the
Savior. Opportunities like these make the

,,) winners of national co,mpetition.

IaaØ t"rãfu ftre-
ruary 6.1994. I

de øW

existence of the Youth Ministries Division
worthwhile.

We like to dream big and set our sights
toward the future because we believe in
young people. We believe they are a domi-
nant part of our denomination and have a
lot to offer the church. We also want to
encourage you to provide opportunities of
service and ministry foryouryoung people.

You can do this by participating in the
upcomingNational Free Will Baptist
YouthDay, Feb-

hopeyouwilltake
advantage of this special dayand
allow your young people to conduct or
participate in your worship service. By do-
ing so, you show them that they, too, have a
place of service for the Lord.

In conjunction with Youth Day, many
youth groups hold fund raisers in order to
benefit their own youth work and also to
help support the Youth Ministries Division.
Please consider planning such an event
before Youth Day and help support your
Youth Ministries Division. If you would like
more information, please write us at: P.O.
Box 17306, Nashville, TN 37217.r

28 Contact, January 1994



ünrril rRrr BrBtt $rllilï

Husbands and Wiues (Part 4)
I Corinthians 7:32-40

n the previous study (on v. 17-

24) we noted that Paul has
turned his attention to unmar-
ried believers at Corinth. He has

told them that it is perfectly accept-
able to marry. Indeed, as v. 1-7
pointed out, thatwill be the divinely-
intended way for most. But some are
given a gift to remain unmarried, and
Paul sees this as a "good" (v. 8) that
he highly recommends.

The freedom of the unmar-
ried to serue the Lord (u.32-

3s).

The reasons behind Paul's rec-
ommendation are several. First, be-
ing "without carefulness." This Greek
word (amerimnous) has the same
root as "Be careful (for nothing)" in
Philippians 4:6 and "take thought" in
Matthew 6.

The basic idea is of being pulled,
and so being in a state of tension or
anxiety or distraction; the last word
fits the context well here. The mar-
ried person "cares" (v. 33-34; same
Greek root) for things that belong to
this world-order, in order to please
husband or wife. That isn't necessar-
ily bad, but it is necessarily so!

Second, the unmarried person is
more free to devote himself (v. 32) or
herself (v. 34) to the Lord's service,
being "pulled" only in that direction.
In v. 34, by the way, "holy both in
body and spirit" simply means wholly
set apart to the concern of pleasing
Christ. It doesn't imply that a married
woman is somehow less holy.

Third, Paul is interested in their
"profit"-the same word as "expedi-
ent" in 6:12. He is not saying this
about remaining unmarried in order
to "snare" them. This word (Greek
brochos) may mean a noose or a
halter, such as would choke or at
least restrict freedom. Their "profit"

is further explained as what is
"comely" (becoming, seemly, attrac-
tive) and will enable them to "attend
upon" (wait on, be in constant ser-
vice to) the Lord without any "dis-
traction" (encumbrance, hindrance).

All of this helps us understand even
more fully what Paul meant in v. 29-
31, living in recognition of the fact
that the whole world-order that we
know now is in process of passing
away.

The responsibility of fathers
toward theír daughters (u.36-

s8).

These verses are difficult. Some
interpreters think Paul is referring to
a man and virgin engaged to marry
him; others think this is a "brother-
sister" marriage. But the most likely
interpretation is that this is a father
who faces the question whether to
arrange for his daughter's marriage
(as was done in that culture).

That way, "behaving uncomely"
would be dishonoring her by not ar-
ranging for her marriage even though
she has come to be of marriageable
age. The "need," therefore probably
means that she does not have the
special gift of celibacy. Then in such
circumstances a father may proceed
to make such arrangements know-
ing he does so without guilt of wrong-
doing. The daughter and her suitor
may marry.

But if he can keep her unmarried,
that toowill be good. Two thingswill
be required in that case: he must be
able to do so in good conscience
(steadfast in his heart); and there
must be no "necessity," probably
meaning constraint or pressure ap-
plied by the daughtet, that keeps him
from being fully free to follow his
own will in the matter.

Rohrl t. Plclrllll

The considerotions that a
widow fqces (u.39-aÐ.

In the case of a widow, as in the
previous matters, there are also two
choices. She may remarry with no
sense of wrongdoing. Once her
former husband is dead she has com-
plete freedom to remarry as long as
this is to a Christian and with a sense
of God's will ("in the Lord"). Death
dissolves the maniage bond whether
anything else does (as in v. l5?) or
not.

Even so, Paul's judgment, which
he regards as given in possession of
the mind of the Holy Spirit, is that
such a widow will be happier if she
does notremarry. Byimplication, he
means that if she has the gift of celi-
bacy she can do as described in v. 34:
devote herself in complete conse-
cration to the service of the Lord. r
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Your Commonsense Guide
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to Personal Financíol Planníng
Charles Ross,
(l{oshville: Thomo¡ l{elson, 1993, poperbctk, 214 pp., 59.99)

hristians should not be ob-
sessed with money, but
they should be concerned
about it. Accumulating

wealth should never be the primary
goal of a follower of Jesus Christ, but
all believers have a responsibility to
God and to themselves to manage
wisely the fìnancial resources avail-
able to them.

In this concise and interesting vol-
ume, Charles Ross provides the kind
of information which middle-class
Americans need to know in order to
budget, save, invest wisely and plan
for the future. He stresses the impor-
tance of developing a family budget,
establishing financial goals, setting
priorities which are realistic, and then
living within them.

In order for this type arrangement

towork, everymemberof the family
must understand the family financial
plan, feel ownership of it and be
committed to it. This familyfinancial
plan should be written down and
reviewed periodically.

In today's economic conditions,
families and individuals need to con-
trol their expenditures and reduce
their debts. Ross gives several help-
ful ideas on hçw these goals may be
accomplished. He discusses the
question of housing. He notes that in
some circumstances it is better to
rent than to buy.

Wise purchasing is also an impor-
tant part of a family financial plan.
The author outlines how to get the
best deals available on insurance,
automobiles and other major pur-
chases.

Ross devotes considerable atten-
tion to the wise use of credit and to
the various investment opportunities
which are available today. He em-
phasizes that in today's uncertain
economic climate, all families need
a cash reserve to provide some pro-
tection in case of emergencies.

This book contains the kind of
hard-nosed financial advice we need
to hear. We simply must discipline
ourselves to save more and spend
less. It gives us practical suggestions
on how we can protect our own fi-
nancial future and use the financial
resources we have to glorify God.
This is a book which not only needs
to be read, it needs to be obeyed. r
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Church Sclories Increose Despile Economy

DIAMOND BAR, CA (EP)- Church and non-
profit organization salaries kept pace with
prior years despite economic difficulties, ac-
cording to the annual Christian Ministries Sal-
ary Suwey conducted by the Christian Man-
agement Association. Though some minis-
tries reported reductions in compensation for
the first time in four years, most non-profit
ministries reported salary increases.

Church salaries averaged a four percent
gain over last year's figures. The average in-
crease for pastors and members of the minis-
terial staff was roughly six percent. Senior
pastors and missions/outreach pastors took
the smallest increases at 2.9 percent and l 9
percent respectively.

Though salaries are up, non-profit minis-
tries experienced a decline in the percentage
of overall revenue used for payroll. Ministries
are using 17.5 percent of revenue towards
payroll, a decline of I .6 percent over last year,
a move that may indicate the elimination of
positions.

The increase in ministrysalaries is smaller
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than had been proiected. Last year, managers
of ministries said they expected to increase
salaries by 3.8 percent, but actual increases
were only 3.2 percent, indicating budgetary
adiustments made during the year. ln the
most recent survey, respondents projected
salaries to increase next year by a more con-
servative 3.2 percent overall.

Ministries participating in the survey in-
clude churches, colleges and universities,
camp and conference centers, and other non-
profit organizations. Data is reported for each
organization in six geographic regions and
five budget ranges. An overall average is re-
ported for each position from all combined data

Folwell fUloy Reaclivote Morol llloiorily

LYNCHBURG, VA (EP)-ls the Moral Majority
going to make a comeback? Mass mailings
made over the last six months have been
asking, "ls it time to reactivate the moral
maiority?"

The fund-raising appeals from Jerry
Falwell, best-known as founder of the Moral

Majority, say, "Some people have told me that
I made a mistake in closing Moral Majority a
few years ago. At the time, I felt we had
reached many of our goals-and I had to
devote more time to my ministry and Liberty
University. But now-the liberals and New
Agers are a much better organized force than
we faced in 1979. And they have powerful
allies in the White House and Congress."

Falwell's letter suggests that America is
"about to become a hedonistic nation of unre-
strained homosexuality, abortion, immorality
and lawlessness," and lists several examples
of political gains made by supporters of gay
rights and legal abortion. He urges recipients
of the lettertovote onwhetherornot the Moral
Majority should be reactivated."

If the Moral Maiority is reactivated, it
won't be the same as earlier, said Falwell
spokesman Mark DeMoss. "While he hasn't
decided specifically how involved he might
get politically, he has decided how involved he
will not get, and namely he refuses to travel
the country like he did in the mid 1980's, and
be gone forextended periodsoftime," DeMoss
explained.l
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Ready forTomorow?
y friend, Roger, is ready for
1994. He plans to kick off
the newyearwithabang-
he'll retire on December

31. What a great way to jumP into
January. Of course, he earned the
right to start the year wearing a "mis-
sion accomplished" smile because
he punched in every morning at the
same job for more than 30 years.

How do you plan to get readY for
1994? Can't retire? Oh, well, nice
thought. Don't lose heart, though. You
may be surprised at the big differ-
ence a fewsmall changes can make.

You can do whatJim did after
his pastor preached a sermon series
on tithing that really irritated him.
Jim researched the matter for him-
self. Sure enough, the preacher was
right. The Bible did teach thatbeliev-
ers should tithe, even those in debt
and in graduate school like Jim.

He and his wife discussed the is-
sue, then decided to experiment bY
tithing for a year. Did they suddenly
get richer? No. But they did suddenly
get more careful about how theY
spent their money.

The 9070 that Jim and his wife
keep goes further than the 1000/o did
two years ago. Why? They shoP
smarter and budget closely. Jim no
longer feels guilty when someone
mentions tithing; he now feels obe-
dient. His church benefìts from his
tithing. His wife says he's easier to
get along with. She's right.

I wish that more people did
what Marvin does. Marvin begins at
Genesis in January and reads the Bible
through at least once every year. She
started this practice 20 years ago. How
does she do it? (Yes, Marvin is a girl.)

Marvin divides the number of
pages in her Bible by the number of
days in the year and uses that as a
reading schedule. She occasionally
gets behind and catches uP with a

read-a-thon. Marvin's plan is not per-
fect, but it works well enough for her
that she sometimes reads the entire
Bible two or three times a year.

Did I mention that for the past six
years Maruin has listened to the Bible
on tape once a year? Let's see, that
means that in the last 20 years Marvin
has read or heard Leviticus about 30
times. (Whew!). It also means she
has re-lived Christ's miracles and the
Sermon on the Mount 30 times. That
makes Marvin a nicer person to be
around.

Herman begins each new
year the same way. He has a birthdaY
onJanuary 1. He's been doing itsince
1926, so he's gotten pretty good at it.
He's one of those people who can't
hide the fact that everyyearwhen the
calendar flips over, so does he. In a
manner of speaking.

I know a lot of January birthday
people. There'sAnne, Brad, Jane, fut
and others. Without excePtion,
they're unusual people. They get a
jump on the rest of us. TheY have a
whole year to adjust to being a yêar
older and to sort things out. Those of
us born in June or October only get
six or three months, it seems.

Mark has a January habit'so
obnoxious that every time I think of
him I'd like to baptize him in sauerkraut.
He cleans out all his files on January l.

Why can't Mark act normal and
watch football games like the rest of
us? Why would a grown man trim files
on NewYear's Dayinstead of praying
for somebody to beat Miami? He
knows where all his letters are, where
he keeps income-tax receipts, the
location of those illustrations he clipped
and never used, and can even find
his mother-in-law's phone number.

The man's disgusting. Forget that
I said anything about Mark. I refuse to
feel guilty about watching the Rose
Bowl Parade, the Cotton Bowl, the
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Sugar Bowl, the Orange Bowl . . . .

One friend's goal next Year is
to read the "S" section in Webster's
Third New International Dictionary
(unabridged). I was unimPressed
until I checked the dictionary. That
section covers 329 pages of single-
spaced words in six-point type. What
you're reading now is 1O-point type.
Good luck, Charlie!

Fred says he wants to read the
Writings of Arminius (Vols. l, 2, 3)
before next December. Bruce in-
tended to read all of Chuck Swindoll's
books in 1993, but discovered that
Swindoll writes 'em faster than he
can read 'em.

The best way to begin the new
year? That's the way that Ottis and
Jerry and Danny and Evelyn will be
doing it. They'll all start 1994 in
Heaven.Yousee, theyand some other
people you know, died last year. They
died in faith. Theydied as Christians.
They died after having fought the
good fight.

Their decisions to begin 1994 in
Heaven were made a long time ago.
They asked Jesus to forgive their sins
and were born again as children of
God. They had no idea when 1993
started that theywould leave us per'
manently.

lVhat are your Plans for next
year? You might retire, if you've
worked 30years atthe same job. You
could begin tithing; it's never too late
to start. You may decide to read the
Bible through in'94.

The new year looks fresh and full
of challenge from here. But remem-
ber, many of us will have the bene-
diction pronounced on our lives be-
fore 1994 ends. If that haPPens, I
made arangements back in 1958 to
go to Heaven. I'm readY for God's
final call.

fue you?r
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