

















come their god. They worship an
idol.

The eighth commandment is in
Exodus 20:15, “Thou shalt not steal.”
Methods used by gamblers steal
from and rob another gambier. A
willing gambling victim does not
change the nature of the activity or
the evil done.

The 10th commandment is in Exo-
dus 20:17, “Thou shalt not covet.”
Participation in gambling is due to a
covetous nature, the desire for more
and more of the things that other
people have, and which the gambler
wants to get for himself without
working for it in an honest way.

The New Testament scriptures
also relate to the problem and the
evil of gambling.

“L.ove worketh no ill to his neigh-
bour: therefore love is the fulfilling
of the law” {Romans 13:10), Gam-
blers wrong their neighbors. God al-
ways looks with great disfavor upon
those who exploit others.

We also note Romans 13:14, “But
put ve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
make not provision for the flesh to
fulfill the lusts thereof.” The Christian
clothed with Jesus Christ, with His
life vielded, will think and act like
Jesus. Our love for and our faith in
Him will not allow us to do harm to
our neighbor nor to follow the lusts
of the flesh.

- Gambling Violates the Word of God

Gambling encourages depen-
dence on luck rather than on the
providence of God. To the Christian,
life is not a gamble. There are some
uncertainties in life that all of us face
day by day.

Christians walk by faith; the gam-
bler bets on luck. The Christian’s life
is controlled by an all-knowing, all-
loving, all-powerful and ever-present
God who determines that everything
that happens in life will result in good
for him because he loves God and
has been called according to His pur-
pose.

Gambling is a false way of life be-
cause it is not a sure way of accom-
plishing needed goais. Therefore, it
is evil.

Gambling is evil because it cre-
ates a desire to get something for
nothing. No one gets a worthwhile

thing for nothing. Someone has to
pay the price, God does give us sal-
vation as an act of His grace, but sal-
vation cost the death of His Son. The
worthwhile things of life take on true
meaning when one works for them.

The Bible teaches that people are
to work for what they get. . . . let
him labour, working with his hands
the thing which is good, that he may
have to give to him that needeth”
(Ephesians 4:28).

Our permissive, able-bodied soci-
ety has forgotten II Thessalonians
3:10, “For even when we were with
you, this we commanded you, that
if any would not work, neither should
he eat.”

The gambling spirit decreases the
influence of the Holy Spirit on the
individual. There is no spiritual
power when a person participates to
any degree in gambling. There is no
fellowship with Jesus when the gam-
bling spirit is present. Happiness,
holiness and truth are foreign to the
gambler.

Gambling is evil in that it defiles
personality. God intended that the
human body be the dwelling place
of His Spirit. Whatever defiles the
body and the mind of a person is sin.
Gambling thrives on the weakness
of people.

Many chapters of Gamblers Anon-
ymous exist today to try to help the
sinful, compuisive gambler to re-
form. The gambler, like the alco-
holic, needs a Redeemer. The gam-
bler is a sinner and needs salvation
and preservation through Jesus,

The late Senator Estes Kefauver
from Tennessee who worked on a
special senate committee investigat-
ing organized crime and gambling
said that the small wage earners, the
people least able to bear the losses
incurred by victims of gambling,
have suffered from embezzlement,
robbery and other crimes commit-
ted by men desperately attempting
to regain gambling losses. Gambling
hurts every area of a personality.

The Right Attitude Toward Gamblers

As a citizen of heaven and a citi-
zen of the state, what should be the
attitude of the Christian toward gam-
bling? Christians should always want
to be wise in their decisions. Paul

says in Ephesians 5:15-16, “See then
that ve walk circumspectly, not as
fools, but as wise, redeeming the
time, because the days are evil.”

There should be a knowledge of
the situation facing you. We should
be consistent in our actions and atti-
tudes toward evil. We should always
he ready to “abstain from all appear-
ance of evil.”

Christ wants His followers to be
examples of a full and meaningful
life so that those who know us might
be influenced to turn to Christ and
find peace for their empty hearts,

Paul expressed his prayer for the
church in Philippians 1:10, “That ye
may approve things that are excel-
lent; that ye may be sincere and with-
out offence till the day of Christ.”

The Christian should know that
the evils of gambling affect life in
many areas:

+ (Gambling violates the principles
of God’s Word,

¢ Gambling contributes to crime.,

« Gambling corrupts government
officials.

+ Gambling hurts the economy; it
never helps.

* Gambling wrecks lives and hurts
innocent persons.

Therefore, there is no way to jus-
tify gambling in any form to the per-
son who has trusted Christ as his
Savior. m
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