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Come Celebrate!
elegates attending the 1993
national convention in Lou-
isville, Kentucky, designated
Tuesday night July 19, 1994,

as a time to climax the Capital Stew-
ardship Campaign, "A Million More
by 94." The goal of this three-year
campaign, launched in 1992, was to
payoff indebtedness on the National
Offices Building in Antioch, Tennes-
see.

Convention delegates authorized
a committee to assist the Manage-
ment Committee in reaching the goal.
Committee members include Charles
Thigpen, Herbert Waid, Connie
Cariker, David Joslin, Nathan Ruble,
Edwin Hayes and Tom Lilly.

The committee met during the
December 1993 Leadership Confer-
ence and approved the Victory Cam-
paign. The committee recommended
the campaign to Leadership Confer-
ence attendees who then adopted it.
Consider the following four ideas.

The Challenge
The national offÏces were relo-

cated to Murfreesboro Road in south
Nashville in 1965. During the follow-
ing years, growth demanded more
space and a facility which could uti-
lize modern technology in serving
denominational constituents.

Discussion regarding yet another
relocation began in 1985 and cli-
maxed with denominational autho-
rization in 1990. The new building
was purchased in 1990 and occuPied
in late August 1991. The total cost,
including purchase and build-out,
was $1.475 million.

We sold the Murfreesboro Road
property for $725,000 with monthly
payments of $8,400 from August 1 992
through August 1997 and a $403,160
balloon payment scheduled for Au-
gust 15, 1997. Total indebtedness on

the new building December 1, 1993,
was $1,343,139.

Our challenge is to raise a balloon
payment of $644,233.18 by JulY
19,1994, in order to be debt free. The
$582,718 balance will be paid with
monthly payments from the Murfrees-
boro Road property.

The Campaign
We can meet this challenge. The

Victory Campaign goal of $644,233. l8
calls for every member of the Na-
tional Association of Free Will Bap-
tists to give $3.93. This will enable us
to meet the goal and will PromPt
celebration during the Tuesday night
service in Little Rock.

June 26 has been designated Vic-
tory Campaign Sunday. Each local
church is asked to take a Victory
Campaign offering that day to apply
toward the campaign goal.

The Capital Stewardship Cam-
paign goals of "A Million More by 94"
have been revised to reflect the Vic-
tory Campaign goals. Full credit has
been given to each state for contribu-
tions which have been given for the
project.

Secretary's Schedule
frlorh ó.10 Eible Conference

tree Will Eoptist ßible (ollege

Noshville. Tenn.

fllo¡ch l8-19 lllinois Slote Assoc

Benton. lll.

ftlorch 24-2ó llomecoming

Columbio Eible (ollege

(olumbio, S.C

tltqrch 28 Minisleriol Restorotion [ommittee

Anfioch, Tenn.

frlelvln Wodhlngton

The Celebrotion
The national convention is a sPe-

cial time for Free Will Baptists. We
fellowship together and focus on
denominational business. During the
I 994 convention, we will join together
to celebrate paylng off the indebted-
ness on our new office building. This
occasion provides opportunity for
each of us to do his part to reach this
debt-free goal.

We can rejoice together. This cam-
paign can unite us as a people as we
rise to reach the Victory CamPaign
goal. Join us in promoting and par-
ticipating in this campaign. Give your
individual gift so that all of us may
rejoice and praise God during the big
celebration in Little Rock.

The Contribution
The Victory Campaign gives Free

Will Baptists an opportunity to pray,
promote and participate in a special
event. It provides a goal that we can
unite to reach. It promotes the con-
cept of world-wide outreach as we
provide a ministry center to serve all
associations and agencies of our de'
nomination.

Your personal contribution can
help us achieve our goal. We believe
that God can and will supply needed
funds through you to eliminate the
debt on the National Offices Build-
ing. Join me in praying, promoting
and participating in the Victory Cam-
paign. r
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WtryDoWeAttend Church?
By Dann Patrick
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s Home Missions Director
Roy Thomas says, "There
are three types of church
members - those who

- I watch it happen, those who
make it happen and those who won-
der what's happening." How true
that statement is. According to sur-
veys, the ratio in most churches is
that 20 to 30 percent carry the load
while 70 to 80 percent let them. What

a sad commentary on our view of the
local church. If it is the institution we
say it is, then it deserves our full sup-
port and effort.

Ãcts 2:42-47 gives us a good de-
scription of the activity of this first
New Testament Church and pro-
vides the basic ingredients for our
churches today. God gave us the lo-
cal church to meet the needs of
today's world. In the nearly 2,000

years since the inception of this
church, God certainly has not
changed and neither have the basic
needs of mankind.

I am a strong believer in the min-
istry of the local church and all it pro-
vides for each family and individual.
As Dr. Lee Roberson says, "lt takes
three to thrive." I believe that too, but
it meets needs farbeyond the sched-
uled services each week.
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Spifiluol Needs

First, the localchurch should help
to meet our spiritual needs. This
should be foremost on the list. Our
church experiences should draw us
closer to the Lord. This will not be
limited to worship or preaching
times only, but will extend to fellow-
ship, recreational activities and any-
thing else done in the name of the
church.

Certainly our church services
should provide a spiritual lift for the
members. People ought to enjoy go-
ing to church. The program, the
preaching, the participation ought to
be enjoyed and not endured. When
souls are saved, when hearts are
touched, when the services are
warm, our spiritual needs are met.

Sociol Needs

Another great characteristic of the
church is its social aspect. The
church provides a place whereby
one may make new, Christian ac-
quaintances. It is not enough to tell
a new convert that he must give up
old friends. There needs to be a posi-
tive replacement, and, of course, that
is where the church fits in.

Small group fellowships may be
hosted by individual Sunday School
classes. The entire church body may
choose to gather at other times. We
must learn to open up our own
homes for fellowship time with all
Christians, but especially the new
converts and new members. We live
in nicer homes than ever before. We
must use them for the glory of God.

The Lord didn't give us $100,000
homes and not expect us to use
them for His glory. Open homes
mean open hearts, and as church
members we have a wonderful op-
portunity to reach out by opening up
our homes. We all crave and seek
social interaction. The right kind of
church helps to meet that critical
social need.

Service Needs

Finally, the church provides for
our service needs. Generally speak-
ing, people of all sorts want to be
used in some type of service.

Christians, of course, are com-
manded to render service to the

Lord. What is my outlet for this ser-
vice? The local church. God has cho-
sen the local church as the vehicle
to be used for service and this is such
a great blessing.

I read in the papers and watch on
the news as so many of these "nuts"
nowadays are out to save this and
that. There is the whooping crane,
the snail darter and the rain forests.
Last year I saw in a news magazine
a man chained to a tree holding a
big sign that read, "Save A Tree."

Please don't take me wrong, I'm
not for the indiscriminate destruction
of our environment. But I sure am
glad there are opportunities for us to
serve the King of Kings and the Lord
of Lords and be involved in some-
thing that has eternal value. I can't
imagine the Lord praising us in judg-
ment because we saved a tree, how-
ever, I believe He will say well done
for every man, woman, boy and girl
that we have helped to get saved.

Something lhol Motters

In the first couple of years I was
in Goldsboro, we had a particularly
rambunctious boy who rode one of
our buses to church. (He was a vir-
tual demon on wheels.)
He was so bad we disal-
lowed him from riding
one of our buses for a
whole year. We prayed
diligently for him during
the year and at the end of
the year he came back.

In a little while he was
saved. Even as a teen
there were definite marks
of a "new creature." His
behavior improved. Then
he moved. We lost track
of him. A few months ago
my secretary called to my
office and told me that
this young man was on
the phone. I picked up the
phone and what joy on
the other end of the line.

"Preacher," he said, "l
got married and I'm go-
ing to church regular and
guess what?"

"What?" I inquired.
"[ast Wednesday night

in business meeting the
church here voted to

make me the bus director." I was
elated.

That's what I want to spend my
life doing. Something that really mat-
ters. Something that will matter for
alleternity. I'm so glad that the local
church affords that opportunity. Ev-
ery Sunday School teacher, every
children's church worker, every bus
worker had a part in helping that
young man. What a joy! That's what
I want to spend my life saving, boys
and girls and men and women.

Yes. thank the Lord'for the church.
It meets our three most critical
needs. It satisfìes our spiritual, social
and service cravings. Thank God for
the church!r

AB0UT THE WRIIER: Reverend Donn Potrkk poloß Foith Free

Will Boplií Churth in Goldsboro, Norlh (orolino.
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How lo Suruive Your Kids

Parenting Tips
By Robert J. Morgan

Él

ith those delightful
words, Robert Louis
Stevenson drew an en-
dearing picture of child-
hood-a stage of life

predisposed toward joy, love and
security; an age in life preparatory to
lifelong self-esteem. By its very na-
ture, childhood promotes positive
self-perceptions.

Why, then, is America enduring

6 Contact, March 1994

Hoto do you llhe to go up ln ø swlng,
Up ln the ølr so blue?

Oh, I do thlnh lt's the pleasøntest thfng
euer ø chtld can do!

epidemic juvenile depression? Why
do kids leave childhood disliking
themselves?

It's because of our competitive
culture, our educational systems, our
athletic preoccupations, our ques-
tionable peers and the treachery of
our media. AII these collaborate with
a child's sinful nature to scuttle his
spirit and spoil his self-image.

Ihe Bible Soys

What does scripture say about it?
It says, "Do not think of yourself

more highly than you ought, but
rather think of yourself with sober
iudgment, in accordance with the
measure of faith God has given you"
(Romans l2:3).

The Word of God is a two-edged
sword, and this verse certainly



flashes and slashes with twin impli-
cations. We aren't to think of our-
selves too highly, but the wording also
suggests we shouldn't think of our-
selves too poorly.Don't think of your-
self more highly than you ought....

How, then, can parents encourage
healthy systems of self-respect in
their kids?

We must remember that we
aren't drill sergeants but divine stew-
ards. Yes, we give direction and re-
quire obedience, but we also let our
kids know we respect them as trea-
sures from God.

A child draws his self-portrait with
colors borrowed from his parents.
The greatest catalyst of a child's self-
esteem is his perception of what
those he loves most think of him. If
he feels respected by parents, he'll
develop respect toward himself.

I'm a highly imperfect dad, so I
hesitate to offersuggestions from my
own background. Nevertheless, here
are some child-raising practices
from my experience that may give
you good field position for scoring
Romans l2:3 touchdowns.

Simple Proctices Thot Help

First, don't discipline your kids
publicly or in front of friends. I've
seldom even corrected mine in front
of their siblings, for humiliation is
never an acceptable discipline.

I've tried to never walk into their
rooms without knocking, for children
need "alone time." You can't have a
good self-image if you don't have
sufficient time to get to know your-
self, and that requires periodic soli-
tude. Recently, my lO-year-old made
this sign for her bedroom door:

You huve come lo Grqce's room.

Rule¡:

l. Knock.

2. Do nol wolk in unless I soy you con.

3. lf I om not in my room, leove; Do nol

come in ond loke onylhing you wqnl

unless you hove permission (lrom me).

4. Don'l keep kno*ing while I come to

unlock lhe door .

5. Don'f kick or obuse my door.

ó. lf I soy'go owoy," do so. ll I soy, "l
don'l wonl lo lolk w¡ile þicl now," leove.

Those are so good I'm consider-
ing posting them on my office door!

Although many children don't
have a bedroom all their own, every
youngster needs places and periods
of privacy to develop friendship with
his own heart.

I've also never pried through my
girls' private papers or read their
personal correspondence. They can
leave their diary anywhere in the
house, and I'll neverviolate theirtrust
by reading it.

Similarly, I've tried to never betray
their confidence. I don't even tell my
wife things they confide to me. And
she doesn't let me in on their private
conversations with her.

Saying l{o

I've tried to never give "No's" with-
out explanation. I may actually have
overdone it, for the other day one of
my daughters asked me for some-
thing, and I started a rambling expla-
nation as to why I didn't think it was
best.

"Dad," she interrupted, "it's all
right to say no; you don't have to
spend 10 minutes telling me why."

Well, I'd rather they'd have that
attitude than be frustrated by rules
without reasons and denials without
explanations.

I've tried to never "kid" them in a
demeaning or sarcastic waY. We
joke with each other, but never with
sarcasm, ridicule, put-downs or cut-
ting remarks. If you raise a child with
sarcasm, you'll have a sarcastic adult
later on-and I feel sorry for the one
he marries.

I've tried to treat my girls' friends
with respect, and their friends are
welcome at our house. In fact, I'd
rather have their friends in our house
where we have some control over
the standards than to have our chil-
dren always in another house where
we don't know what's going on.

I've tried to never be too busy for
them. Sometimes I've said, "l can't
take time now." But I try to become
available just as soon as possible, for
I want them to know they're more
important to me than all the other
people I deal with, combined.

I've never expected my children
to act differently just because I'm a
pastor. There is absolutely nothing

they can't do because I'm a minis-
ter. If they're forbidden to do some-
thing, it's because we're a Christian
family; not because we're a pasto-
ral family.

I've tried to apologize whenever
I've been wrong, goofed or lost my
temper.

And finally, I've always tried to
verbally affirm my girls with lots of
You're tenifics, and I loue yous.

It's all a part of edification-of
building up our kids. The Bible tells
us to encourage one another, to love
each other, and to raise our children
in the nurture and instruction of the
Lord.

In a word, parental respect un-
locks the door to self-respect.

And how does it feel to bear this
responsibility? What's it like to hug a
child, or tussle his hair or squeeze
her hand and say, "You're super! I
like you! You're very special to me!"?

It feels great. It's a pleasant Part
of parenting. In fact, from my Per-
spective...

...it's the pleasantest thing ever a
dad can do. r

AB0UTTHE lVRllER' Reverend Robert Motgon polors Donelson

Free Will Eoplht (hurth in Noshville, Tennessee.
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Principles on Poin

You Canot Force G
By Thomas R. McCullough
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I talked to her today on the
I phone. Her husband is days

I away from surgery that will
I amputate his leg. He is willing
I to face that possibility so he
can walk again. She is distraught
because when this hurdle is over
they still face the unknown future
of his lung cancer.

Though God's Word does offer
eternal hope for such a hurting
couple, is there real help to an-
swer their questions about today?
fue there explanations beyond the
pious pastoral platitudes? Can all
their "whys?" be satisfied in this
world?

I believe there are answers. Not
all of them are satisfactorv to our
finite minds, but God is nöt silent
when it pertains to the eternal
problem of pain.

tue pain and suffering new 20th
century phenomena? Not on your
life. They are as old as Job him-
self. In fact, the problem of pain
and suffering is the very issue
grappled with in that oldest book
of the Bible. We have been given
the extraordinary privilege of
drawing back the heavenly cur-
tain that separated Job from his
God and his nemesis Satan. Even
a rapid study of only the first few
chapters of this classic will reveal
several principles on pain by
which to live.

I'lo Shield

In the fìrst verse we notice that
Job's moral goodness was not an
impenetrable shield against pain
and suffering. The Bible could not
have given us a clearer descrip-
tion of a man who worshipped
and served God with allhis heart.
Job was, "perfect and upright, and
one that feared God, and shunned
evil." Yet we find him later suffer-
ing the worst kind of personal
pain, having lost his family, his
fortune and his health.

The New Testament also gives
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several examples of this same truth.
In Matthew 14, Jesus'disciples find
themselves on the Sea of Galilee in
a tenible storm after having specifi-
cally obeyed the Lord to set out from
shore without Him. Their situation
was terrifying and potentially life-
threatening, not because of their dis-
obedience but because of their obe-
dience.

In Luke 13, Jesus refened to two
historical events in which several
people lost their lives due to natural
catastrophe. He then asked His dis-
ciples if these people suffered be-
cause they were greater sinners than
those who did not suffer. He did not
wait for their response. "No," He ex-
claimed!

But this truth is best revealed by
the response Jesus gave to His dis-
ciples when they met a young man
who had been blind from birth.
"Who did sin," theyasked, "this man
or his parents?" They assumed there
was a direct correlation between
one's moral condition and one's per-
sonal pain.

Jesus set them straight. "Neither
has this man sinned, nor his par-
ents." In other words, bad things do
happen to good people.

lUlisunderstonding Poin

I sat in the living room of René, a
man in his mid-4O's, with whom I
had worked closely to build Christ's
Church in St. Nazaire, France. It was
obvious that outside of a miraculous
intervention by God he had only a
few months to live. He had lost a lung
and several ribs to cancer a year pre-
vious, and now it had spread to his
other lung, his liver and his brain.

I did my best to encourage him to
be faithful during his remaining days.
He, however, was an encourage-
ment to me, as I witnessed him not
iust coping with his dilemma but ris-
ing victoriously above it most of the
time.

Another friend of his sat in the
same room and made me want to
scream and cry at the same time for
what he was doing to René.

"God has told me," he began,
"that our prayers for your healing are
not being answered because of
some unknown or unconfessed sin
in your life. If you confess it, I am sure
God will heal you."

He took the basic truth that uncon-
fessed sin hinders our prayers and
twisted it just enough to say that
René was personally responsible for
the pain he was enduring.

Monipuloting God

How could he be so blind and
unfeeling? Because his theologywas
incomplete. Yes, you can be good
and be living as closely as you know
how to the heart of God and still suf-
fer. It does happen.

This prosperity theology is born
from a common misunderstanding
that I can control my universe (i.e.,
manipulate God) if I pull all the right
strings and apply all the right prin-
ciples. If I hurt, they say, it is my fault.
As long as everything is smooth, it is
because I am living right. Well, I am
sorry. Job did everything rightand life
still went bad for him.

It was Saturday May 15, 1993. The
local TV evening news told the story
about Steve from Bloomfield Hills,
Michigan. He had been mowing the
grass while wearing the earphones
from his Walkman. He did not hear
the falling tree. A 7O-foot oak fell di-
rectlyin his path onlytwo feet in front
of his mower. "l'm luckyto be alive,"
he told the reporter. "That makes
three trees in the last two years that
have fallen in my yard." Then he
mused, "l credit being alive today
with having gone to church last Eas-
ter.tt

I credit his being alive to a tremen-
dous portion of God's grace.

If Steve were right, then mission-
aries and pastors would never die
and maybe even never get sick. John
and Kay Metcalf would be building
churches in Brazil today. Evelyn
Hersey would be at her husband's
side in Japan. Floyd Wolfenbarger
would be pastoring one of the larg-
est Free Will Baptist churches in our
denomination. And the list goes on.

The simple truth is that God can-
not and will not be manipulated to
shine good fortune on us by our ad-
herence to an arbitrary set of good
deeds or religious rites. If He as-
sented to such, He would be no dif-
ferent than the idol of the animist. He
is not, as some would lead us to be-
lieve, a heavenly bellhop. God is sov-
ereign and as such does not always
fit into our neat little boxes of cause

and effect.
This truth might not seem very

comforting to you now, but to the
parents of a young child who dies
after only a few months of a painful
stay in this world, it at least resolves
the question, "Did my child suffer
because of something I've done?"
The one whose body is racked with
pain from inoperable cancer does
not have to also carry that unneces-
sary weight of guilt due to personal
responsibility.

Sure, greater questions still wait
to be answered. But at least I know
this: Man is not necessarily respon-
sible for his suffering. Even though
Job suffered excruciating pain, he
was not personally responsible for
his pain. Likewise, though God was
not the author of Job's suffering, He
was still in control. r

AB0UT THE WRITER: Thomos Mc(ullough is o Free Vlill Boplht

missionory lo Fronre.
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ragedy strikes on the river,
more after this from our
sponsor." When the an-
chor of the 10 o'clock
news returns, he tells us

that earlier in the evening a card-
board shack on the river bank caught
fire and burned. A homeless man,
woman and child are dead while
two other children are hospitalized
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in critical condition.
Or we pick up the morning news-

paper and the headline blares,
"Homeless man found frozen." The
article reveals that his body was
found by the person who empties the
trash container behind one of the
local night spots.

Neither of these events has hap-
pened yet, as far as I know. But simi-

lar events have happened.
How should we react to the trag-

edy which these stories report? Can
we continue deceiving ourselves into
thinking that the homeless are only
a big city problem? The fact is that
the homeless population is increas-
ing daily.

It now affects nearly every city and
town without consideration of size,



economic status or social and racial
make-up. According to reports, be-
tween 500,000 and 3 million men,
women and children will be home-
less without adequate food or shel-
ter somewhere tonight. Some of
these people will be homeless in
your city or town.

Who Are lhe Homeless?

Theycome from everywalk of life.
They range in age from babies to
grandparents. Some held jobs as re-
cently as yesterday, while others
have never worked a day in their
lives. One report says about 230/o of
all homeless are employed at least
part-time.

The male drifter once dominated
the homeless scene, but today
women with children and children
by themselves are the two fastest
growing categories. Some estimate
that children make up 200/o of the
homeless population. Now many in-
tact families live on the streets.

Educationally, they span the illit-
erate to the college-trained. They are
from every known nationality. One
agency which reports on the home-
less states that 30-4070 are mentally
ill while another 20-30%o are addicted
to drugs and alcohol. They are lost
and saved, yes some of them do pro-
fess Jesus as their Lord and Savior.

I Do ïlle Hove o Biblicol fllondole 
I

I Concerning fte Homeless? 
I

that says, "Thou shallhelp the home-
less." It does, however, present a
principle which teaches that we do
have a definite responsibility to help
those in need.

Leviticus 25:35, "And if thybrother
hath become poor, and cannot sup-
port himself among you, then you
shalt relieve him;yea, though he be
a stranger, or a sojourner, that he
may live with you."

Proverbs 28:27, "He that giveth
unto the poor shall not lack, but he
that hideth his eyes shall have many
a curse."

Jesus clearly explained helping
others in Matthew 25:35-40. Please
read this important Bible passage.

The Old and New Testaments
speak of the poor, needy, hungry,
stranger and hurting. These words

are still used to describe homeless
men, women and children today.

The word poor is found over 200
times in the Bible. In the majority of
these references, God commands
that the poor are to be helped by
those who have anything to share.
To gain a better understanding of our
biblical mandate to help the home-
less, study the above words with
your concordance and Bible. Your
study will show that God has given
us a mandate to help "the least, lost
and lonely," or in other words,
todav's homeless.

Whot Should I or My (hurch Do for
the Homeless?

There are no easy answers to this
question. In fact, there are no an-
swers at all, only suggestions.

Rtgft /.flitude

First, yourattitude. Don't judge the
homeless. Theysmell and look dirty,
but remember that they may not
have a place to shower. The clothes
they wear may be the only ones they
have. It's hard to keep clothing when
you have to carry it everywhere you
go.

If they smell of alcohol, don't be
turned off. They may not know the
true answers to all their problems.
Maybe no one has ever introduced
them to Jesus, or maybe they just
haven't accepted Him yet. What
would you do if you didn't have Jesus
to help you over the rough spots? Al-
cohol is often used to help deaden
the homeless person's pain.

In order to help the homeless, you
must recognize that they were cre-
ated by God and affected by the fall
of man just like you. With many
homeless, sin affects their living and
thinking daily. Some of them have
had to live by their wits to just se-
cure food and shelter.

Alert tu 
plroblems

Dishonesty and crime have be-
come a way of life for some who
have been on the streets. Others
have become distrusting because of
what has happened to them since
they lost their homes. Often, agen-
cies, both private and government,
force the homeless into humiliating
positions.

Some have been forced to place
their children in foster care. Some
have had to sell every possession
they own. Some are talked into be-
lieving that jobs are in the next town
or city and move there only to dis-
cover the jobs were just talk. Most
are looked upon as second class citi-
zens. Many have been robbed, hurt
and raped.

Teenage children are forced into
making adult decisions. Adults are
treated as teenagers. Teenage girls
and boys are preyed upon by pimps
and perverts. Quite often, the home-
less person has no idea what it is to
be loved and wanted. Their entire
network of help has mostly disinte-
grated by the time they are living on
the streets.

Compossion

In your attitude, they must see
hope, love and a sincere compas-
sion. The homeless personwill never
overcome his or her problems until
they are sure they can trust you.
Compassion is defined as feeling
their hurt in our hearts. This doesn't
mean we are to accept wrong think-
ing and sinful behavior. We should
and biblically must conect them, but
only in love.

Potience

Patience is absolutely a must
when helping the homeless. Your
help can never be preconditioned.
You must accept them where they
are and through prayer, love and
encouragement move them higher
both spiritually and physically. Suc-
cess will come as you help the
homeless, but you will frequently
look through a mountain of failure
to find the success.

Most of the homeless didn't be-
come homelessyesterday. The prob-
lems which made them homeless
have often been affecting their lives
for months oryears. There is no defi-
nite reason which caused them to be
homeless and there will not be any
quick fixes to them. It will probably
take many days, weeks, months and
in some cases, years, to get them off
the streets and back into societv.
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for nearly eight years, God has al-
lowed me to gain some practical
experiences. Not everything that fol-
lows will be correct every time. But
they are good guidelines with which
to begin.

ll Don't be too trusting. Some home-
less, really only a few, are dishonest
and dangerous. Treat every home-
less person exactly as you would any
other stranger who comes to your
church or home. Be cautious con-
cerning your safety. Do show the
homeless person compassion, con-
cern and love. Never show fear or
distaste.
p! Don't prejudge those asking for
help. Do verify what they are telling
you. Ask them questions about their
family, home, job, relationship with
the Lord and why they need help.
Civing food or money may not be
what they need.

f,l Don't precondition your help. De-
cide what the boundaries are con-
cerning your help. lf you decide that
no one under the influence of alco-
hol will receive any help, then don't
help anyone under the influence of
alcohol. Draft guidelines concerning
who you will help and under what
conditions you will help them. Then
go by these guidelines.

Don't decide on the conditions
under which you will help a person
when that person reaches your door.
Personal convictions, standards,
common sense and prayer should
help you set guidelines. Some home-
less are professional panhandlers
and will trick you into helping them.
Don't allow the dishonest homeless
person to stop you from helping all
the homeless.

@ Don't give them cash unless you
are certain it will be used as you in-
tended. Try to buy the items they
need yourself. If you buy a bus ticket,
have it marked non -refundable. Take
them to the gas station yourself. Be
sure they have adequate means of
cooking food before you give a food
basket. Giving food and blankets to
people who live on the river bank or
in their car isn't helping them. Do
give those seeking help plenty of
love, concern and time.

þl Don't believe everything they tell
you at first. Some homeless have
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learned that lies and exaggerations
will get better and quicker results.
Verify as much of what they tell you
as possible. If they are truly seeking
help, they won't mind.

Do take the time to listen to their
stories, no matter how far-fetched
they sound. You may find that every
word they tellyou is true. Just listen-
ing as they explain their problems
and lives sometimes soothes their
pain.

[l Don't try to become a profes-
sional. Many people have worked
with the homeless for years and still
don't know all the answers. How-
ever, do everything you do in a pro-
fessional manner.

[l This don't is one of the hardest.
Don't become too emotionally in-
uolued. When children are involved
this gets really tough. Don't always
trust your emotions. Sometimes the
best thing you can do for the home-
less is deny their request. Don't al-
ways give them exactly what they
want. Sometimes, you might need to
help them help themselves. Do have
compassion and follow the leading
of the Holy Spirit.

@ Don't get upset with the system
which is in place in your town or city
to help the homeless. Most systems
have problems. Social services in
most cities fail miserably. What you
can do is use the system's failures
as ministry opportunities.

Attend town meetings, become
involved in the planning of different
ways to operate the system. Make
your ideas known. Everyday people
like you often have the answers to
complex problems.

f,l If there is one don't that may of-
fend you, this will be the one. Don't
become too preachy. Beating them
over the head with the gospel will not
work. Often, the homeless person at
your door has never heard anything
from the church except "thou shalt
not." Some have been involved with
churches which preach health,
wealth and prosperity.

Many have tried Jesus for the
wrong reason and have been turned
off by, at least in their minds, His lack
of concern or His failure in solving
their problems. The concept of God
and the church to some of the home-
less is totally warped. Take the time

to tell them what God has done in
your life and the lives of others. Open
the Bible and show them the love of
God. Follow the leading of the Holy
Spirit as you minister.

ffl Finally, don't become discour-
aged when failure comes. You or
your church might invest many hours
and hundreds of dollars in a family.
You might even get them housing,
jobs and a good start in rebuilding
their lives just to see them leave town
in the middle of the night.

Maybe you will befriend a drug
user or alcoholic, and then a few
months or even years later he returns
to his old habits. These things hap-
pen. Do continue helping the home-
less. Never allow today's discourage-
ment to rob you of tomorrow's joy.

A man once said, "There is enough
gold in those hills to make me rich.
The problem is I am not willing to
move enough dirt to find it." Success
will only come to those who pray for
success.

Hopefully, this will be enough to
help you formulate a plan to help the
homeless in your city or town. If
there is a shelter in your area, con-
tact them; they will have plenty of
good ideas.

When i¡ Enough Enough?

In Mark l4:7, Jesus said, "For ye
have the poor with you always...."
From this verse we learn that the
need will always be with us. You will
meet the needs of one person and
another one with needs will take his
place. Some estimate that by the
year 2000 there will be 20 million
homeless in America.

When is enough enough? You de-
cide. Ask God to lead you and your
church as you consider this great
problem of homelessness. I
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The Fruit of l^aboring Together
By Roger Lucas

"Behold hou good and hou pleasant it is for brethren to duell together in unity" (Psalm 133:l).

phesians 4:3 reminds us to
"keep the unity of the spirit
in the bond of peace."
What a thrill to see first
hand on Tuesday evening

at the 1993 national convention
in Louisville, Kentucky, all four
Free Will Baptist colleges com-
bined to present special music
for that evening's service.

As I sit in my offìce on Wed-
nesday afternoon (after the na-
tional convention), I am again
reminded of the tremendous
theme for last year's convention,
"Laborers Together with God."
How much more could be ac-
complished within our denomi-
nation if we would forget about
petty differences and go on with
the fundamentals.

Just over two years ago, after
becoming pastor at Eastside
FWB Church in Tuscaloosa, Ala-
bama, I met Royce and Gerlon
Sparks. Not long after, I learned
that Royce had been diagnosed
with cancer. He was in the hos-
pital in Biloxi, Mississippi. It
would have been a five or six
hour drive for me to visit him.

Thanks to the vision of Missis-
sippi Free Will Baptists and the
Home Missions Department, I

was able to get then-missionary
Ralph Hester to visit Royce in the
Navy hospital there. Not only did

Brother Hester visit him but won him
to the Lord as well. Royce died less
than a year later.

Because of that visit and those we
made here at home, Mrs. Sparks,
two of her sons and her mother now
attend our church. Two weeks ago
on Sunday night Mrs. Sparks' other
son, Keith, and his wife were saved
in Chula Vista, California, because of
the contact we made there with the
First FWB Church. To that I say,
"Praise the Lord!"

Our pastors can be used to en-
courage and comfort. One of my
former pastors, Dr. Billy Sharpston,
visited a hospital in Macon, Georgia,
to assist a man that I didn't know.
His daughter, her husband and son
now attend our church.

One of our youth directors re-
cently warned a young man in the
Navy that he needed the Lord be-
cause he could very quickly leave
this world. He left the states and
went to Puerto Rico. While in Puerto
Rico, he and some friends were at-
tacked by a gang that placed a gun
to his head. He survived the ordeal.
After returning to the states, he met
with a chaplain and gave his heart
to the Lord.

My point is this: as the music de-
partments from all four of our col-
leges united their voices to sing and
minister, may we all across our de-
nomination, as did the missionary in

Mississippi, the pastor in Califor-
nia, the chaplain in the Navy, and
Sherry the youth director in our
church, reach out in a coopera-
tive effort to reach men, women,
boys and girls with the saving
knowledge of Jesus Christ.

None of those I called on
asked me which college I sup-
ported, whether Iwas pre-, post-
or amillennial. Allthey said was,
"l will be glad to help any way I

can."
May each of us offer ourselves

to "extend the influence of Christ
in society."

I am glad to be a co-laborer
with all Free Will Baptists. r
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WlryDoWe

Anyway?
By Randy Wilson

Washíng the Saínts' Feet-this is a sacred ordínance, whích teaches humility
and reminds the belíeuer of the necessity of daþ cleansing from all sín. It was
instítuted by the Lord Jesus Christ, and called an "example" on the night of Hís
betrayal, and in connection uith the institution of the Lord's Supper, It is the duty
and happy prerogatiue of euery belieoer to obsense thÍs sacred ordínance,

- Treatise

very year or two I ask the
people of our church to iot
down any questions they
would like to have answered
by their pastor. Then I preach

an "Ask the Pastor" series of ser-
mons, doing mybest to answer their
questions. That's why I've preached
sermons trying to answersuch ques-
tions as "What Happened to the
Dinosaurs?", "Does God Have a
Dress Code?" and "ls There Life on
Other Planets?"

Another question that has been
asked is, i'Why Do We Wash Feet
Anyway?" Since the questions are
anonymous, I don't know who asks
what. In this case, however, I think
it's safe to assume it could have been
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asked by iust about everyone.
One of our denomination's dis-

tinctions is the practice of washing
the saints'feet. While most otherde-
nominations and Baptists teach only
two Gospel ordinances, baptism and
the Lord's Supper, we Free Will Bap-
tists, along with a few others, believe
and practice three ordinances.

I was glad to have an opportunity
to answer this question in a sermon
and deal with the subject of feet
washing at a time other than when
we were actually observing the or-
dinance. There were numerous
people in attendance who were
much more at ease than if we had
been washing feet.

The question reminded me that

not everyone in our church may re-
ally understand why we wash feet.
My biggest question about this third
ordinance had been whether to call
it feet washing or foot washing. But
others, not growing up accepting the
practice, can, and often do, find it
mysterious and strange. It also re-
minded me that people may also be
wondering why not all Christians
wash feet or if they are better Chris-
tians if they do wash feet.

Commond of Jesus

The reason we wash feet is be-
cause we believe it is an ordinance
of the Gospel, just as baptism and
the Lord's Supper. An ordinance is
an outward, symbolic act estab-



lished by Christ to be perpetually
observed by the church as a visible
sign of the saving faith.

Jesus clearly stated that we ought
to wash one another's feet, and He
gave us an example to follow (John
l3:14-15). Even more emphatically
than baptism and the Lord's Supper,
it could be said that feet washing is
commanded by Christ and intended
to be perpetuated in the church.

[xomple of Jesus

The focus of John's account is on
Jesus' washing the disciples' feet. He
didn't always wash their feet, or they
wouldn't have been so surprised that
nightwhen He took a towel and knelt
before them. When He washed them
this time, it was a deliberate act,
done during the meal, not upon ar-
rival when feet would normally be
washed. This was not just a simple
act of courtesy. Itwas a foreshadow-
ing of the cross itself.

The spiritual truth that feet wash-
ing sets forth is that the voluntary
humility of the Lord cleanses His
loved ones and gives them an ex-
ample of selfless sen¡ice to follow.
Later that final evening, Jesus gave
His followers a new commandment.

"Love one another," He said. "As
I have loved you, you must love one
another" (John l3:34). Christ had
demonstrated that kind of love for
them just moments earlier.

Service of Ohers

Mary Magdalene washed Jesus'
feet with her tears and hair, in es-
sence saying, "l'll give my very best
for your lowest." Before washing
anyone else's feet, we must first
wash the feet of Jesus. Then we can
love and sewe other people.

When we wash another person's
feet, we are not serving that person.
We are serving the Savior who told
us we should wash one another's
feet. In feet washing, we are giving
ourselves to the Lord in service to
others.

Some Do, Some Don'l

Not all Christians, not even all Free
Will Baptists, wash feet. While Christ
gave an example to follow, there is
not always agreement on how that
example is to be followed. Many in-

terpreters of John l3 summarilystate
that a third ordinance was not being
instituted by Christ and go on from
there with little or no explanation for
their interpretation.

Feet washing has been practiced
by many groups throughout the his-
tory of the church. Even the first Bap-
tists believed in three ordinances and
practiced feet washing. So while we
are in a minority today, it should be
remembered that feetwashing is not
some aberration of Christian faith
and practice.

To secular-minded people, all the
ordinances appear silly. People
watching a friend being plunged be-
neath water, or gathering around to
eat bites of dried bread and drink-
ing little cups of grape juice is just
not normal. However, taking off your
shoes and socks and washing off
another person's feet may seem
strange even to other Christians.

Relormer' Reoclion

One reason feet washing is not a
greater part of Protestantism today
is largely due to the negative reac-
tion of the reformers to the ceremo-
nial washing of paupers' feet by the
Pope on Maundy Thursday. The re-
formers considered this nothing
more than ceremonial comedy and
shameful mockery of Christ. Luther
condemned the practice as "an
abominable papal com.rption." As a
result, the example Christ gave to
follow has come to be seen as an ex-
ample of attitude and inner humility
and not as an ordinance to be prac-
ticed.

For the first disciples, nothing
could have dramatized the role of a
servant more forcefully than the
washing of their feet. But since feet
washing is not part of our culture, it
can seem to be very peculiar to even
those in Free Will Baptist churches.
Many don't wash feet for that very
reason. It is too embarrassing, they
don't understand it, or they are just
afraid. And of course, there are al-
ways those whose pride keep them
from it.

Righr Anitude

There is always the subtle danger
that those of us who wash feet in
humilitv will wear that distinction

with great pride. Washing feet really
does not make anyone a better
Christian, just an obedient one. The
ordinances are symbolic acts and do
not convey any more grace or faith
to the believerpracticing them. How-
ever, there is a special blessing
promised to those who wash feet
(John 13:17).

Personally, I would never want to
be argumentative or dogmatic with
other Christians about this ordi-
nance. That seems to be contrary to
everything that feet washing means
and teaches. Only someone with
dirty feet or a dirty heart would want
to do that.

The challenge for me as a pastor
is to make feet washing meaningful
and to remove the mystery from it.
One way I've tried to do this is to
wash someone's feet before the en-
tire congregation. People could see
what it is and how to do it. It seemed
to help put some anxieties to rest.

I also invite people who may not
want to wash feet to come and
watch. That way they can see what
goes on in a feet washing service and
don't feel pressured to do something
that they are uncomfortable doing.
After a few moments, many will
want to participate. It is also helpful
to teachand preachabout feetwash-
ing at other times than when observ-
ing the ordinance.

"Do you understand what I have
done for you?" Jesus asked the dis-
ciples afterwashing their feet. Maybe
we should be asking that question
again next time we wash feet. r
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Preventing
SpirÍfilat

orexia Nelosa
By Dennls L Peterson

Do you know whot onorexio neruoso is?
Perhops you know somegne who is o viclim of this

subtle ond debilitotÍng diseose.
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hen popular rock singer
Karen Carpenter died,
the attention of thou-
sands of people across
the nation was sudden-

ly focused on a growing problem:
anorexia nervosa. This disorder is
causing an estimated one percent of
U.S. women 12 to 25 years of age-
about 280,000-to literally starve
themselves to death.

The significance of this problem,
which is reaching epidemic propor-
tions, is compounded by a related
disorder, bulimia. Characterized by
the habit of gorging oneself on food
and then inducing vomiting, bulimia
affects an estimated 20 percent of all
college women. By her third year of
college, for example, one attractive,
110-pound woman victim resem-
bled a 7O-pound Nazi war prisoner.

Behind this physical starvation
and rejected nutrition is a simple
phobia: the fear of fat. Surprisingly,
however, those most vulnerable to
these disorders are the active, physi-
cally fit and athletically inclined. Re-
gardless of how thin they become,
theyare obsessed with the perceived
need to lose still more weight.

This malady affects others in ad-
dition to its original victims. As many
as l0 percent of the mothers or sis-
ters of victims will generally develop
related eating disorders. Tragically,
an estimated 20 percent of these vic-
tims die either by starvation or con-
traction of other diseases as a result
of their weakened condition.

Somefting Wone

As tragic as the phenomena of
anorexia nervosa and bulimia are,
there is an even more tragic prob-
lem raging in Christian circles today.
It is less obvious and more subtle,
perhaps, but the end results are pro-
portionally far worse. There is ram-
pant a spiritual form of anorexia
nervosa, a self-induced starvation for
spiritual food, the Word of God.

Our present fast-paced lifestyles
leave little room or time for more
than an occasional nibble at spiritual
food. Modern forms of entertain-
ment, many of which require little or
no mental exercise, dull our sense
of duty and personal involvement or
responsibility. Our minds become
lazy, and we shirk anything that re-

quires spiritual effort.
Soon, spiritual feeding takes sec-

ond place to other "more important"
involvements. Rather than eating
and gaining nutrients from God's
wholesome provisions, we prefer to
fill ourselves on the more tasty "fast
foods" of this world.

Modern society encourages spiri-
tual starvation. Labels such as "fa-
natic" are enough to prevent many
from feeding on God's spiritual food.
The pressures are especially great on
teenagers and young adults, but no
sex, age group or denomination is
immune from the pressures to skip
spiritual mealtimes.

The Old Testament prophets fore-
saw this spiritual anorexia nervosa
thousands of years ago. Amoswrote:
"Behold, the days come, saith the
Lord God, that I will send a famine
in the land, not a famine of bread,
nor a thirst for water, but of hearing
the words of the Lord" (Amos 8:11).

Sadly, this is a condition most
people seem content to have. Rather
than seeking out and rallying around
teachers who will feed the flock
spiritually profitable food, they "heap
to themselves teachers, having itch-
ing ears" (ll Tim. 4:3). They prefer
the valueless leeks, onions, garlic
and cucumbers of Egypt to the
manna of heaven (see Num. I l:5).

Viclims of Spiritucl Anorexio Neruo¡o

Who are the victims of spiritual
anorexia nervosa?

The unsaved, unchurched are the
most obvious victims. They have
heard little or none of the gospel
message. Many who have heard it
have been led astray by cults and
apostate sects. Others either are not
interested or are ignorant of the
source of the divine solution to life's
problems.

Most tragic, however, are the vic-
tims who are bom-again believers.
They may be undedicated, untaught
or apathetic. Or they may be dedi-
cated church "workaholics" who
have become too busy in the work
of the Lord to take time to sup with
the Lord of the work.

This latter group of victims is the
most pathetic of all, for they are in-
advertently passing their condition
on to those whom they teach. Sadly,
manv of these victims think thev are

spiritually well fed. Someone once
said, however, that when they miss
one spiritual feeding, God knows it;
when they miss two meals, they
know it; and when they omit three
or more meals, those around them
know it.

Although Amos' prophecy is sure-
ly a reminder of today, it does not
present a fatalistic outlook for the
individual. One who sincerely wants
to avoid being ruined by this spiri-
tual anorexia nervosa can find nour-
ishment. It is not, however, an easy,
something-for-nothing task.

"Ask, and it shall be given you;
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it
shall be opened unto you," Christ
offered (Matt. 7:7).

Prevenling Spirituol Anotexio I'lervoso

The first step of prevention is to
develop and maintain a time of de-
votion for prayer and the personal,
systematic reading and study of
God's Word.

Personol Devotion

This will of necessity take time
and effort. Most of us, however, get
so wrapped up in our mundane af-
fairs that we unwittingly starve our-
selves spiritually. Humorist Will
Rogers noted this in his autobiogra-
phy: "l expect there is [sic] a lot of
lessons in the Bible that we could
leam and profÏt by . . . but we are
just so busydoing nothingwe haven't
got time to study'em out."

Charles Haddon Spurgeon wamed,
"He who rushes from his bed to his
business, and waiteth not to worship,
is as foolish as though he had not put
on his clothes . . . and as unwise as
though he dashed into battle with-
out arms or armor."

Watchman Nee, Chinese Chris-
tian martyr, was so profoundly influ-
enced by this realization that he
made his motto "No Bible-no
breakfast!"

When Martin Luther was over-
whelmed by daily tasks, he declared,
"l have so much to do today I must
spend five hours in prayer."

In order to get the most from our
Bible reading and prayer, we must
take them in daily doses. Occasional
megadoses will not suffice. Their
exercise must become a regular,
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habitual part of daily life.
We are daily and hourly bom-

barded by the influences of sin. To
ward them off we must gain spiri-
tual strength. "Feed the spiritual
man," Lester Roloff was fond of say-
ing, "and he'll knock out the carnâl
man." Lives that are rooted in and
daily watered by God's Word will not
be uprooted by the world's influence.

(hurch Atlendonce

The second step is to regularly
gain strength and encouragement
through fellowship with a body of
Iike-minded believers in a local
church.

The primary functions of the local
church are to edify believers, build
up their faith, and perfect them for
Christ's service (see Eph. 4:12). At
services, believers admonish and
encourage one another by the
preaching of the whole counsel of
God and by the singing of "psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs"(Eph.
5: I 9).

Bible teacher Paul R. Van Gorder
showed the potential effect of such
fellowship and edification when he
wrote: "Just as the accumulation of
many tiny snowflakes can create
great havoc, so also the united efforts
of 'little' Christians can bring great
blessing."

This is not to say that church ser-
vices will always be enjoyable.
Sometimes God uses them to "step
on our toes" and to point out our fail-
ures and weaknesses. It is our re-
sponsibility to recognize our need for
the spiritual food offered in the ser-
vices.

As Roy L. Smith said, "No food
tastes good to those who are not
hungry, and no sermon sounds good
to the man who has no sense of
need."

But regular church attendance
does more. lt provides an appropri-
ate setting for our reverent worship
of God.

There have been a wide varietv of
excuses offered to counter the need
for formal worship. Even President
Theodore Roosevelt had to contend
with them.

"l know all the excuses for not
going to church," he wrote. "l know
that one can worship the Creator and
dedicate oneself to good living in a
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grove of trees, or by a running brook,
or in one's house, just as well as in a
church. But I also know that as a
matter of cold fact the average man
does not thus worship or dedicate
himself."

Regular attendance at a Bible-
preaching church will provide much
strength to overcome ournatural ten-
dency toward spiritual anorexia
nervosa.

0bedience

The third step in avoiding this dis-
order is to be obedient to the lead-
ing of the Holy Spirit as evidenced
through God's Word and the minis-
try of the local assembly.

Regardless of how many times we
read the Bible through, the Lord will
not reveal to us anymore of His truth
untilwe are obedient to what He has
already shown us. The degree of our
obediençe is the yardstick of our
spirituality. The greater our obedi-
ence, the less vulnerable we are to
spiritual anorexia nervosa.

That great man of prayer, George
Mueller, summed it up this way: "The
most intimate knowledge of God is
possible on one condition-that we
search His Holy Scriptures, prayer-
fully and habitually, and translate
what we there find into obedience."

Meoning olObedience

Obedience to God means grow-
ing dailyin the grace and knowledge
of Christ. This is done in three steps.

First, "Casting down imaginations,
and every high thing that exalteth it-
self against the knowledge of God,
and bringing into captivity every
thought to the obedience of Christ"
(ll Cor. 10:5).

Second, "Present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto
God. . . . And be not conformed to
this world: but be ye transformed by
the renewing of your mind" (Rom.
l2:l-2).

And third, "Study to shew thyself
approved unto God" (ll Tim. 2:15).

Anorexia nervosa is a terrible con-
dition that does not spring up over-
night.It happens so slowly that even
its victims do not realize they are
starving.

Similarly, starvation in the Chris-
tian life is seldom a blowout: it is

usually a slow leak. It is a malnutri-
tion that is only gradually recognized,
seldom diagnosed and even less fre-
quently cured.

Spiritual anorexia nervosa has no
"quick fïx" cure. It takes alertness
and discernment on our part and
much love, grace and mercy on
God's part. It requires that our lives
be focused on Christ, the Author and
Finisher of our faith, dedicated to His
service, and disciplined to do His
perfect will.

The effort required is not meant
to make it impossible for us to main-
tain a well-balanced spiritual diet. It
is meant to perfect us for Christ's
service.

Whenever Christ expects some-
thing of us, He provides the means
to accomplish that expectation. He
said that "all things are possible to
him that believeth" (Mark 9:23). And
as Christian counselor Jay Adams
has stated, "Wherever the Spirit is at
work, change is inevitable."

If we commune with God through
daily prayer and Bible reading, value
highly the encouragement of fellow
believers within the local church,
and obey God's commands and ex-
pectations, we won't have to worry
about becoming victims of anorexia
nervosa. Rather, we'll become
"paramedics" with the Great Physi-
cian, helping heal those who are its
victims. r

ÂB0UT THE WRITER; Dennir L. Peteßon, o free-lonre writer, is o
groduole ol o Chrislion university. He resides in Powell, Tennes-
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Reverend Roy Pembrook Dies

CAMINO, CA-The Reverend Roy
Edgar Pembrook, a retired Free
Will Baptist minister of Camino,
California, died December 10,
1993, at age 76. Funeral selices

were conducted at Memory
Chapel in Placerville with Dr.
Larry Condit and Revs. Nuel
Brown and Raymond Sanders
offìciating.

Brother Pembrook was con-
verted at age 12 and answered
the call to preach at age 15. He
was ordained in Missouri on Au-
gust 17, 1934, at Mountain Grove
FWB Church. He was a native of
Watson, Missouri. In his early
ministry he preached at various
churches and held revivals in
Missouri.

After moving to California, he
served on the Executive Com-
mittee and helped organize new
churches. He orqanized the Mar-

tinez FWB Church in 1952. He
started a mission at Brentwood
in 1955. In 1956, he organized
the Antioch FWB Church and
pastored there 1 I years. He
served as pastor of the Pleasant
Hill FWB Church two years. His
favorite scripture was IITimothy
4:7, 8.

He is survived by his wife
Jeaneta (Zirschky) Pembrook, a
daughter Verla F. Blowe, three
granddaughters-Jeanna Town-
er, TammyWesterman and Tan-
dra Blowe; two sisters-Clelia
Pierce, Cabool, MO, and Myrtle
Reeds. Nashville. TN.

290 Attend Bible College Welcome Days
NASHVILLE, TN-Free Will Bap-
tist Bible College registered 290
visiting students and sponsors
for its fall "open house" Novem-
ber l8-20, according to Neil
Gilliland, recruitment director.
The occasion was the first of two
Welcome Days the college holds
each year.

Visitors came from 63 church-
es in l7 states. The leading state
was lllinois, with 54. Camp Creek
FWB Church, from Huntington,
WV, brought the largest delega-
tion, with 17. It was followed
closely by a group of 13 from
Decatur FWB Church. Decatur.
IL.

State registrations were:
41abama .........................24
Arkansas ......................... 35
California .......................... 1

Florida .......... B

Georgia ......14
Illinois .........54
Indiana .........7
Kentucky......................... 40
Michigan .......................,. 10
Missouri ........4
Mississippi ..................,..... 6
North Caro1ina ............... 1 4
Ohio................................. 10
South Carolina ................. 8
Tennessee ...................... 24
Virginia .......14
West Virginia.................. I 7

The group included 8l young
men, 123 young women and 86
sponsors.

Mr. Gilliland was pleased with
the attendance and with the
warm welcome extended by
FWBBC students toward those
who visited.

The spring Welcome Days,
usually the largest of the year, is
scheduled for March 6-10. Regis-
tration materials are available by
writing or calling:

Welcome Days
Free \{ìll Baptist Bible College

3606 West End Avenue
Nashville, TN 37205

l-800-76-FWBBC

FREE WILL BAPTIST
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Church Honors Deacon
RICHIVIONI), VA-ÌVlcrnbcrs of
First FWfl Cil-rrch of lìichmoncl,
Virginia, honorccl Dc¿tcot'l Bruce
SrnitÌ'r ancì his vvif c iVIaty fÌrr serr,-
il'rg over 25 --vcars as chairtri¿in of
thc church's cle¿rcolt l;oarcì.
Brothcr Slnith stelrpecl äsiclct
Novcnrber l, 199:1, as ch¿tirtnarl
of thc cleacon boarci.

Tlrc r:nlcritus ck:¿lcorl of thc
cIrrrrc'h, ì\{. E. Hoit'¿rr.cl, ¡trcscI'ttcd
thc Srnitlts et platquc fot"t,carc of
fìrithlul scrvicc to thc c¿ti-lsc of'

Christ. ChLrrch tnc'tttl)t:rs qiìt,c
tcstinronv to thc Smiths' iaitlrftrl-
llerss. Aftcr thc scrvice, tht: Srniths
r.r'crc honorc:cl illri:sts fot' a lncal
¿rncl tirric of fcllor'r'ship.

'l'l'rc clc¿rcon bo¿ircl clcctccl
.lcrry VIcPcal< as its ncrv ch¿iir-

MOBILE, AL-Ì\4embers at First
FWB Church in Mobile are not
sure if tl-rey set a rccord, but the"v

do linow that their Decelribcr
1993 Christmas mural is big.
Designed by Pastor Greg Ilolli-

rr¿rn. Iìcvercnd L¿irry Ììr-rsscll
pristors thc church. Irirst F\,VB

i¡; i1'

figryr

Church is a member of Virgirrizi's
Ticlcw¿rtcr Associ¿ttion.

À
JN

Church Displays Large Christrnas Mural
"lt clid not cnd rvith ¿i cradlc nor
a cross but a crorvn, ancì one day
He ivill be bacl<."

Pastor Hollifield explains, "'l'he
Christmas stoty is just tht' opeli-
ir-rg chaptcr on thc lile of .lcsus.

wantcd to remincl evctyone that
Jesus r,r,as boln in ordcr to ciic for
our sins. tscyond that, wc hoped
to say something about Jesus'
prescnt l-ordship and immincnt
retLlrn. "

Cltrist¡nrts ¡¡tural ut l'-ißr !'-rae l,\till I\tplist Cltttrclt, 'Vobilc, i\ktbctt¡ta.

Church inctnbers
contributed to zi special
itulcl to unclerr,t,rite thc:
Christmas projcct. It
cost lcss than fj300 to
clcsign, paint and erect
thc mural. Church song
lcader and rcsiclent art-
ist Gerry Cannon pziint-
ed it. Sunday School su-
perintendentW. C. Wc-
¿ìvcr asserrìblcd it.

One mcmber, I\4rs.

Jarma Lee Joncs Young,
said, "Our church fcels
it's most approprizite to
display this mural at
Christm¿is, since there

field, the muralstands cight feet
tall ancl 28 fcet n'idc dcpicting
scenes from the life of Christ.

The message of the mural is,

lJnfortunately, rnany churches
leavc the impression that Christ's
birthwas an end in itself. Itwasn't.
It w,as a means to an encl. We

is so little decoration which de-
picts the real meaning ol Christ-
mas and its completc story."

l)<:ur:r¡¡t c¡¡u'rilus.\'1. t',. tlotuan! (1,) ¡ntscrtts ¡tlut¡Ltc to Iltltce u¡ttl ,\'lur¡ .St¡tillt
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Bible College Names

NASHVILLE, TN-Dr. James
Draper, Jr., president of the South-
ern Baptist SundaySchool Board,
will headline a list of speakers
for Free Will Baptist Bible
College's spring Bible Confer-
ence, March 6-10, according to
Dr. Robert Picirilli, academic
dean.

Other speakers include Rev.

Conference Speakers
Henry Horne, Rev. Vernon Bar-
her, and Rev. Terry Forrest. Two
students will also be included on
the program.

Dr. Draper, an Arkansas na-
tive, brought 35 years of pastoral
experience with him when he
became the eighth president of
the Baptist Sunday School Board
in 1991. He left the 8,200-mem-
ber First Baptist Church of Euless,
Texas, where he served for 16

years as pastor, to direct the worl<
of one of the largest religious pub-
lishing houses in the world. Dr.
Draper also serued as president
of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion, 1982-84.

Rev. Horne is a 1979 FWBBC
graduate. He is currently in his
seventh year as pastor of Union
Chapel Free Will Baptist Church,
Chocowinity, North Carolina.

Rev. Barker is an evanselist

who makes his home in Joelton,
Tennessee. He is a 1974 alumnus
of Free Will Baptist Bible Col-
lege.

Rev. Forrest seryed for 20 years
as a Free Will Baptist pastor be-
fore he moved to Nashville in
1991 to serve as dean of students
at FWBBC. He is a 1971 graduate
of the Bible College.

Two student preachers-José
Rodriguez and Mark Kiepke-will
each speal< once during the con-
ference.

Thc FWBBC Alumni Associa-
tion will hold its annual business
meeting during the week and will
elect officers.

The college welcomes allvisi-
tors to the 1994 Bible Conference,
March 6-10.

New Church to Join
NAMPA, ID-Pastor Delmar
Hopkins said he plans to lead
Nampa FWB Church in Nampa
to petition the ldaho District As-
sociation in March 1994. The
Nampa Church began in July
1992 and met in an American
Legion Hall before relocating to
a rented church building.

The church organized in No-
vember 1992. The two-story
structure where they meet con-
tains eight classrooms upstairs
and four downstairs.

Reverend Hopkins reported 20
conversions and fìve rededica-
tions. The group averages 48 in
worship service and 32 in Wed-
nesday prayer meetings.

Hopkins said that when the
Lord led him to Nampa, he
prayed for three things-a build-
ing in which to worship, a piano
player and a bus. He found a
building the first day. A piano
player showed up at church on
the first Wednesday night in their
new building. Someone gave a

$1.200. 1978 Ford bus.
The group ordained their fìrst

deacon, 4O-year-old Steve Hop-
kins, the pastor's brother. On a
somber note, Reverend Everett
Hopkins, 75, died in March 1992.
He had been a Free Will Baotist

preachersince 1965. He preached
Wednesday night and died on
Friday.

The Idaho District Association
contains fìve churches and about
200 members.

Idaho District

Nampa ltree Will l3rtptist Clturclt, Narnpa, Idnlto
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Eight months ago, the Santa Paula
FWB Church in Santa Paula' CAo began
a Spanish-speaking adult Sunday School
class. Pastor Rtck Scrogglns said the
class averages l5 and has generated six
baptisms and five conversions. The Sun-
day morning service is now bi-lingual
with a Christian dentist translating via a
wireless intercom system with ear-
phones for each listener.

For more than 40 years, Mrs. Elsie
Kemp has collected Free Will Baptist
historical materials for the state of Cali-
fornla. The Kemp fìles have been given
to the California FWB Historical Com-
mission and will become a permanent
part of the collection housed at Califor-
nia Christian College in Fresno. Rodney
and Elsie Kemp have been members of
Kerman FWB Church since 1945. He
died in 1992.

Need a Christmas idea for 1994?
Here's a winner. PastorlVayne Bookout
gave Contact gift subscriptions to six of
his deacons. Bookout pastors Flrst FWB
Church in Blackn'ell, OK.

Contact welcomes The Encourager,
publication of The Barnabas Project Sun-
day School Class at Donelson FIVB
Church in Nashvllle, TN. Don Redden
serves as editor for the eight-page news-
letter. Rob Morgan pastors.

Gloryland FWB Church in York' SC'
purchased a one-acre tract of land in
1993. Members paid just over $71,000 for
land and a building which they reno-
vated. Pastor Phll Lemmons said the
congregation now has a 126-seat sanc-
tuary and four classrooms. The church
is barely two years old.

The new mission church in Rock Hill,
SC, began on March 21, 1993, with 18 in
attendance. PastorDaggett Duncan said
the group now averages 27 in atten-
dance. They recently negotiated the pur-
chase of a five-acre tract and selected
the name for their church-New Vlsion
Ft{B Church.

Members of Lockhart FWB Church
in Lockhart, SC, celebrated their 77th
anniversary and dedicated their new fel-
lowship hall, according to Pastor Danny
Keen. Thanks to a $259,000 investment,
the group now has a 220-seat fellowship
hall and an enlarged parking lot with 100
parking spaces.

Hurricane Hugo swept across An-
drews, SC, in 1989, heavily damaging
Black Rlver FWB Church. Pastor John
Hudson said members completed a
$107,000 remodeling project in time for
their 1993 homecoming.

When two men interrupted the mom-
ing service at Olanta FWB Church in
Olanta, SC, and entered the sanctuary
carrying a recliner chair, Pastor Murrell
Young knew that he was in for a sur-
prise. The men gave the recliner to Pas-
tor Young as a gift and then members
filed by and presented him with $265 in
cash. SC Promotional Director Norwood
Glbson attended the Pastor Apprecia'
tion Day and brought the morning mes-
sage.

New Prospect FIVB Church in PamP'
lico, SC, dedicated their new gymna-
sium, according to Pastor Joe Cagle.
The project cost $90,000, took five
months to complete and resulted in
8,800 square feet of basketball court,
bleachers and stage. The old gymna-
sium was renovated into six classrooms.
Pastor Cagle has served 26 years at the
church.

Carllsle Jones served 38 years as
clerk-treasurer of South Carollna's
Eastern Conference. Conference offi-
cials recognized and honored Brother
Jones for his faithfulness and presented
him with a plaque of appreciation.

Gwen Hendrlx, president of the
South Carollna State Auxlllary Con'
vendon, said the group raised more than
$6,000 for missionaries Ron and Llnda
Moore.

PastorDale Burden said 310 children
rode busses to Gateway Fl{B Church
in Vlrglnia Beach, VA, on a recent Sun-
day.

Pastor Danny Gray said Pittsburgh
FTVB Church in Plttsburgh, IL, was on
fire-quite literally. A member driving by
the church one Friday at 3:00 p.m. de-
tected smoke coming from the west
side of the building. Volunteer fTremen
responded immediately with fire trucks
coming from nearby communities. The
flre bumed a large hole through the nurs-
ery, but the church was not destroyed.
The group began a children's church
ministry which averages 30 in atten'
dance.

Contact welcomes c c rapp, quarterly
newsletter from the children's church at
Cofer's Chapel FIVB Church in Nash-
vtlle, TN. The four-page newsletter first
appeared in November 1993. LarrY
Powell pastors.

Mlssourl has a new Free Will BaP-
tist church. It's the Bethel FWB Church
at Northvleq east of Springfield. Execu-
tive Secretary Nathan Ruble delivered the
organizational message. Dale Sklles' di-
rector of Missouri Home Missions, mod-
erated the meeting. James Crawford
pastors.

Pleasant Hill FWB Church inThayer'
MO, celebrated 75 years in the commu-
nity. Pastor rrValter Slmpson said eight
men have been called to Preach from
the church ranks. The church organized
in l9l8 with l7 charter members. The
congregation erected a new sanctuary
in 1978.

PastorKent Barwlck reports five new
members and three baptisms atHomer-
vllle FlilB Church in Homerville, GA.

The primary Sunday School class at
Arnett Chapel FWB Church in Arnett'
lllN, got involved in the flood-relief pro-
gram. Class members did chores, gave
offerings and talked three other Sunday
School classes into helping their project.
They raised $70 for the Hannlbal FWB
Mlsslon in Hannlbal' MO. Terrt Jarrell
teaches that innovative primary Sunday
School class.

Ohio evangelist Clovls Vanover re-
ports 36 conversions and rededications
in eight revival meetings that he has
preached.

Pastor Davld Schug said, "l have
never seen anything like it in my life-
time." He made that statement regard-
ing a tent revival sponsored by Wood-
land Chapel FWB Church in lronton'
OH. More than 2,000 peoPle attended
the five-day meeting. Evangelist Calvln
Evans led the services. r
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CanYour Church Benefrt From
A Reuocable Trust?
By David L. Brown

The Free Will Baptist Foundation has de-
, signed a special revocable trust for local

churches, associations and/or other denomi-
national organizations. A minimum deposit of
$1,000 will establish a trust. Deposits of any
size may be added from time to time.

A revocable trust is a simple legal instru-
ment with two basic features. First, it gives
directions for the management and distribu-
tion of the assets. Second, these directions
include the right to change or terminate the
instrument by revoking it.

The Foundation invests the trust funds and
pays income directlytothe churchoradds itto
the trust to compound. Interest is earned
monthly and compounded semi-annually. The
church or organization may, with a short no-
tice, withdraw part or all of the funds at any
time.

Although these revocable trusts do nothave
a guaranteed eamings rate, the average retum
for the last 13 years has exceeded passbook
savings account rates. The Foundation paid an
average rate of 5.25Vo for the past year. AII
investments are made in agreement with our
Church Covenant.

Revocable trusts should not be considered
a checking account. Theyare designed to serve
projects that involve accumulating funds for
six months or more. The Foundation currently
manages revocable trusts for churches in sev-
eral states. Some are serving as building fund
accounts, others as reselve funds or project
accounts. A few churches have established a
revocable trust to serve as a perpetual fund for
presentneedswith future access to the princi-
pal..

Often a church needs to âccumulate funds
for a proiect requiring large sums of money.
Yetthe treasurermaynothave the expertise to
invest these funds and, therefore, simply de-
posits them into a passbook savings account
eaming 2-390. With no directions from the
church, some simply leave the funds in the
checking account eaming no interest. Seeking
higherretums, others maylockup the funds in
long-term certificates of deposit with signifi-
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cant withdrawal penalties.
Your church may benefit by establishing a

revocable trust with the Free Will Baptist Foun-
dation.

CONSIDER:
. Eamings rates are generally higher than

bank rates.
. Funds are prudently managed.
. Access to part or all of the funds is avail-

able on short notice without penalty.
. Deposits may be added in any amount

and eam interest from the day of deposit.
. Through the Foundation these trusts ben-

efit our denomination. r
Is your church or organization interested?

Call orwrite the FreeWill Baptist Foundation.



HOME MISSIONS

The Blessings of Roll Coll Sunday
By Roy Thomas

Mark your calendar! Roll Call Sunday is com-
ing. Free Will Baptists will observe the elev-
enth annual Roll Call Sunday on March 27. This
is a special day when Sunday moming worship
attendance for every Free Will Baptist church
is reported.

Almost 400 contact men will call Free Will
Baptist pastors on Sunday aftemoon to get the
church attendance that day and the number of
people saved. This represents a lot of work for
these contact men and several state
promotional men who gra-
ciously give of their time
to get the figures. Roll
Call Sunday involves
several thousand dol-
lars expense for the
Home Missions De-
partment, plus many
weeks of work to
tabulate the figures
and compile the re-
ports.

Roll Call Sunday is
always observed the
last Sunday in March
to correspond with
the final dav of the
Spring Sunday School Enlargement Campaign
sponsored by the Sunday School Department.
This gives Free Will Baptist churches the op-
portunity to work an entire month to build up
to a record-breaking crowd on Roll Call Sun-
day.

The Home Missions Department believes
Roll Call Sunday is a worthwhile endeavor. It
has been a tool that pastors and churches have
used to persuade people to attend church for
the first time.Noone cancome the secondtime
or be come a re gular atte nder and faithful me m-
ber until he attends the first fi'me. Attendance
of newcomers encourages everyone and
strengthens the faith of the congregation.

Some first time attenders, because they
heard the gospel, were saved on Roll Call
Sunday. A total of 706 conversions were re-
corded on this special day last year. Others
were saved later as pastors and churches
worked with them to lead them to Christ.

Roll Call Sunday has been used effectively

to round up "strays" and bring them back into
the fold. Absentees are a big problem for most
churches, but many have been brought back
to church through the efforts of past Roll Call
Sundays. As congregations have visited absen-
tees and urged them to be present for this
special day, the Holy Spirit has dealt with their
hearts, and many of them have rededicated
their lives to Christ to become faithful workers
in the church.

ln spite of attendance being down on
Roll Call Sunday last year be-

cause of bad weather in
some areas which kept
people from attending
church, there was a to-
tal attendance of
224,547 in 2,640 Free
Will Baptist churches.
But this was up signifi-
cantly from our first Roll
Call Sunday in 1984
when 2,584 churches
reported a total atten-
dance of 198,239.

Roll Call Sunday is a
special day the Home
Missions Department

promotes each year to help pastors and
churches have a record attendance. Many
churches have reported record-breaking at-
tendances and several conversions. For the
churches which have worked at it, this special
day has worked for them.

Will you accept the challenge to help your
church break its attendance record on Roll
Call Sunday? The Sunday School Department
will be sending literature about the Spring
Enlargement Campaign. Home Missions will
send promotional literature about Roll Call
Sunday to every pastor. There is a variety of
attendance campaigns and promotional ma-
terials available to help every church have a
record-breaking crowd.

The denominational goal for Roll Call Sun-
day is 270,000. I realize this is more than we
had last year, but this goal is attainable, for we
had 273,718 on Roll Call Sunday in 1991. Let's
do it again!r

"...compel people
to come in,

so that my house
may be filled."

- Luke 14:23
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FBEE WILL BAPTIST BIBLE COLLEGE

Preaching /s.Srill Top Priority

Has preparing preachers always been a pri-
ority at the Bible College?

Hampton-lt has been the number one prior-
ity since the first class in 1942. It was the need
for a prepared ministry, more than any other
thing, which prompted the founding of the
College. Without men of vision and wisdom in
our pulpits, missions and other enterprises
will die on the vine.

With so many new programs being offered,
is training preachers still a priority?

Hampton-As the College has grown, many
programs have been added, such as Business,
Education and Sports Medicine. Does this
mean we have changed our priorities? No,
Our mission has always been to produce edu-
cated, dedicated, godly Christian workers,
whether ministers or layworkers. We are still
convinced that our main job is tÕ train God-
called preachers.

What is your goal in preparing preachers?

Hampton-Our goalis to equip them for lead-
ership and ministry so that they can effec-
tively serve Christ in their generation. We
believe that means they must be spiritually
equipped to minister in a pagan age, It means
they must master the Word and be mastered
by the Word. They must be men of vision,
understanding and discernment in a world
that is changing so rapidly it borders on chaos.
Our goal is to help them become the kind of
men the times require, then to give them the
skills and tools they will need for their work.

Is one thing a "Top Priority"?

Hampton-Absolutely. Our top priorityis the
preparation of the heart to know and to do the
will of God. All of the preparation we might
provide a ministerial student will be nothing
unless he allows God to give him a heart of
love and passion-a holy man with a love for
Christ, a burden for those who do not know
Him, a compassionate shepherd of the sheep
who has the fire of the Lord in his bones. That

t994

An interview with Rev. Ralph Hampton, Chairman, Biblical & Ministry Studies Department

is our number one priority.
But it is only half of the matter. The other

side is this:we want him to preacl'r the Word
faithfully, compassionately and boldly-to
fulfil his calling from God.

Is the College changing its program to pre-
pare preacherc for the 2lst Century?

Hampton-The pastoral program has under-
gone many changes since 1942. Courses un-
dergo continual revision and new courses are
being created. We are determined to provide
training for the future. Our commitment is
first to the changeless Christ and the un-
changing principles of God's Word. Second, it
is to provide the training needed by
tomorrow's preachers.

Recently, we combined the Bible and min-
istry faculties to provide a closer integration
of theWord and ministry. We conductVisiting
Pastor Seminars. where ministerial students
learn from men on the front lines of ministry.
In March, we will send a group of yorrng men
to work with Home Missionary David Potete
to plant a church in urban Chicago. We have
two trips for our preachers planned this se-
mester to give them both experience and
exposure.

What dangers do you see for young preach-
ers?

Hampton-Young ministers face the same
kinds of perils their predecessors faced and a
whole lot more. Confusion about the ministry
can lead to overwork, discouragement and
defeat, The pressures on the preacher and his
family are tremendous. Denominational strife
and confusion only add to this problem. The
emphasis on success as defined by the world
provides a strong temptation to substitute
pop psychology and sociological strategies
for the preaching of the Word and the power
of the Spirit.

The ultimate danger is that the preacher
will cease to be a man dominated by the Spirit
and the Book: his voice silenced by doubts,
fears. or his own moral failures. Thatwould be
the greatest tragedy of all. r
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Capltal StewardshipMctory
December 1993

Update
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Join Us for the

l,994 ffi Yotfi Confme

Julq f7 - 21, t994 ín
Little Rock, Arkonsos

This yeú you'll ûnd exciternent and enthusiasÍr as soon as ytru
enterthe Ca'nelotlrotel and the Robinson Centen Hundreds of
young people will gather &orn across the natíon to lear:n about
the strength and conr:age th"y can have through Jesus Christ.
TVeove designed our worship services just for you. 

- 
TVe'll search

the Scriptures for those who found their strength in the Lord,
and learn r¡aluable lessons frorn their ljives. Teens and childrrcn
alil¡e w¡Il not want tor rniss It i" upliftÍng errcnt ofthe )rcart

(à '{n
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Prophecy: 14 Essential Keys to
Understanding the Final Drama
John W. Walvoord
(llo:hvltle: Ihomo¡ llel¡on Publl¡her, 199& 195 pp., poperboclc 59.99)

ohn F. Walvoord serves as
chancellor of Dallas Theo-
logical Seminary. He is the
author of many books and is

recognized as an outstanding dis-
pensational premillennial scholar of
this generation.

This work is a non-technical sur-
vey of the major elements of dispen-
sational eschatology. It is written in
clear, understandable style and can
easily be read by ministers and lay-
menwho do not have advanced theo-
logical education.

This work begins wjth an analysis
of certain basic principles of biblical
interpretation such as the sovereignty
of God, the accuracy of scripture and
the understandability of prophecy.
Dr. Walvoord brieflysummarizes the
major systems of eschatology (pre-
millennialism, postmillennialism,
and amillennialism) found today in
American protestantism.

Most of this work is devoted to a
summaryof the majorfeatures of the
dispensational system of interpreta-
tion. He explains the role of Israel
and the role of the Gentiles in God's
plan for the world; he outlines the

relationship between lsrael and the
Church during the millennialreign of
Christ.

One of the most useful sections is
chapter eight which discusses the in-
termediate state-the time between
the death of the individual and the
Second Coming of Christ. Biblical
material on this subject is not exten-
sive; the author does an excellent
analysis of what the Bible does say.

For this writer, the most valuable
part of the bookwas chapter I 3 which
examines the concepts of resurrec-
tion and judgment from a dispensa-
tional perspective. Walvoord argues
that there are seven resurrections
and that the first two have already
occurred. He outlines when each
resurrection will occur and which
groups will be resunected in each one.

Walvoord also argues that there
are two different judgments, one for
believers and another in which sev-
eral different groups will be judged.

The final chapter is rather brief. It
deals with the eternal state focusing
on the new heaven, the new earth
and the New Jerusalem. He argues
(quite conectly) thatthe Bible teaches

that Heaven and Hell will last forever.
There is no idea in the scripture that the
wicked will be either saved or annihi-
lated at some future time.

This book is a good brief presenta-
tion of the dispensational premillen-
nial point of view. Those from other
schools of thought will question cer-
tain assertions.

Many interpreters of scripture do
not see the sharp differentiation be-
tween lsrael and the Churchwhich is
one of the key ideas of dispensation-
alism. Other interpreters fìnd no bib-
lical evidence for a rapture or mul-
tiple resurrections and judgments.

Many Christians find quite trou-
bling the teaching that people will
have additional opportunities to ac-
cept Christ during the Tribulation and
the Millennium.

Dispensational Premillennialism is
an important school of thought to-
day; it has many adherents in our
denomination. Yet, it is a system of
thought which is not always easy to
understand. This small book is a good
overview of this school of thought; it
deserves to be read. r

Ihono: iloúeny

BEYOND BELIEF
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honion Chdilon Foces Deoú Becouse of His

Foith

TEHERAN, Iran-A Christian man in Iran who
has been imprisoned for almost nine years is
preparing to face possible death because of
his faith.

Christians from lran reported in late De-
cember that the fate of Mehdi Dibai was un-
known. They feared the worst following the
December 3 trial, during which Dibaj refused
to renounce his Christian faith.

Security concerns delayed getting news
of Dibaj to the outside world, but a written
copy of his message to the court was sent to
churches ¡n the West.

Once a nominal Muslim, Dibaj became a
Christian and served as an evangelist. He also
worked on the translation of the New Testa-
ment into Farsi, the main language of lran.

Dibaj was arrested and charged with
apostasy from Islam.

In his trial, Dibai stated, "l have been
charged with 'apostasy!' The invisible God
who knows our hearts has given assurance to
us Christians that we are not among the apos-
tates who will perish but among the believers
so that we may save our lives. ln lslamic law
an apostate is one who does not believe in

God, the prophets or the resurrection of the
dead. We Christians believe in all three!"

He continued, "They say, 'You were a
Muslim and you have become a Christian.' No,
for many years I had no religion. After search-
ing and studying I accepted God's call and I
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ in order to
receive eternal life. People choose their reli-
gion but a Christian is chosen by Christ. He
says, 'You have not chosen me but I have
chosen you.' From when? Before the founda-
tion of the world."

lranian Christians fear for Dibaj's life
because lranian law was changed in 1993 to
prescribe death for Muslims who openly de-
clare that they are Christians. Now, under
Islamic law, a judge is required to issue a
death sentence against converts convicted of
apostasy- defined as "blaspheming the
Prophet l\4ohammed."

According to Baptist Press, Christians
outside lran who follow events there have
feared the policy change will make evangelis-
tic outreach even more difficult. No reports of
wide-spread executions of Christian converts
have followed the law change, but such a
sentence has been carried out before.

A recent known execution of an Iranian
Christian occurred December 3, 1990, when

Hoosein Soodmand, an Assemblies of God
pastor, was hanged.

In November the lranian government
demanded that all Christian congregations
sign declarations promising not to evangelize
Muslims. Some signed, according to reports,
but the Assemblies of God and Brethren
churches refused. The issue reportedly is caus-
ing friction among some of the groups.

At the same time, ministers are being
intimidated. Some have received threats by
phone that their children will be kidnapped.
Some churches have been ordered to discon-
tinue worship on Fridays and have been told
that Sunday worshipers would have to show
identity cards indicating their religious affilia-
tion-Christian or Muslim.

Reports of Christian growth continue to
fìlter out of lran, despite the increased perse-
cution of recent years. Some Iranian Christian
leaders claim lranians are the most respon-
sive to the gospel of people in the region. But
the Islamic hold on government continues to
wage a fierce, violent battle against Christian-
ity as well as more moderate lslamic factions.r

IY l'lIr{S

Get r¡d of this rnogozine!
No, we don'l wqnt you to trosh il-we wont you to poss olong lhis Conîoct lo someone else. A friend o¡

relotive, perhops. 0r to someone you'll neyer meet Ín o loundromot or wcÍting room. Wilh o little help from
you,lh¡s yery mogozÍne m¡ght moke 0 big difference in someone's life.
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Whose Moue is It?
he December 1993 issue of
Association Meetings, a bi-
monthly publication for the
meetings industry, features a

lead article titled, "Game Plan 1994:
Get a Strategy." It's a gloves-off search
for winning strategies regarding the
toughest issues facing meeting spon-
sors and planners.

But that's notwhat caught myeye.
What drew me to the article was the
cover art depicting end-game play in
a chess match. The black queen has
the white king in check, while the
white bishop, threatening the black
queen, is itself endangered byablack
pawn.

Is the game over? It all depends on
who has the next move. Apparently,
the artist thought so, because when
the cover story begins on page 20,
the white king has capitulated.

My question: Since it was obvi-
ously white move, why didn't the
white bishop take the black queen
and eliminate the greatest threat?

Life is like that. We meet
people on the job, at church or in a
crisis situation who think they have
only one choice left-capitulation.
Caving in to the pressure or the de-
mands of circumstances, or giving
up in face of what appears to be
insurmountable odds.

They have stared at the squares of
life so long that all they can see are
the tenors closing in on them. Their
choices have become narrower and
nanower until the only thing left ap-
pears to be divorce or suicide or
adultery or bankruptcy or a hundred
other decisions of despair.

When trouble traps usinthe
corners of life, we sometimes get
desperate, and desperate people do
desperate things.

You've seen it before-the teen
who feels rejected and misunder-
stood at home turns to the worst

possible solution, drugs or alcohol.
The young wife who feels neglected
by her busy husband finds plenty of
attention in the arms of a gigolo. The
pastor at the end of his rope finan-
cially takes money from the church
treasury.

The names change, the circum-
stances shift, but desperate people
have one thing in common. Theycut
themselves off from the resources
that could help them avoid a cynical
attitude, avoid giving in to the lure of
greener pastures, avoid buying into
the materialism of this age.

Everybody has choices. The
good news is that there are far more
people out there who want to help
you than who want to harm you. The
bad news is that those who want to
help usuallywait foryou to request it.
Those who want to hurt you are the
predators who can sense a person
with problems, and then stalk them
without shame.

Is there a solution? Yes, it begins
here.

Don't be a loner. We need
each other. The strongest among us
eventually need somebody to say it's
all right, to hold us when the night is
darkest. That instinct to seek solace
in the company of others is God's
built-in survival mode for us. It's nor-
mal.

You don't have to face whatever it
is that's terrifying you alone. But
you've got to ,ell people that you hurt,
that you feel alone, that you need
financial help, that you can't face
your abusive childhood.

The Christian always has
one move left. He can tum to God.
God told Jeremiah, "Behold, I am the
Lord, the God of allflesh: is there any
thing too hard for me?" (32:27). God
has the power to change what can
not be changed, to open what's
locked shut.

The Christian can tum to God's
people. The people of God care when
the rest of society gives up. They trust
us when nobody else will. They be-
Iieve in us when nobody else does.
They accept us even when we show
up at the church door straight from
the far country reeking of the hog
pen.

The Christian can tum to God's
Book. The Bible speaks directly to
every problem that men face. Its prin-
ciples provide solutions to life's
wrongs. The Bible offers hope for
those in despair. It offers relief for
those struggling with the cares of life.
It promises etemal life to those who
believe in Jesus.

Do you feel trapped by cir-
cumstances, hounded by events you
cannot change, betrayed byyour own
emotions or loved ones you trusted?
Take heañ; there is a Power, a people
and a place that want you and love
you. Yes, you are important enough
to claim the attention of Heaven.

Ignore those who insist that you
can never do better or be better. You
can, by God's grace. You may have
done all you can do at the moment
financially or emotionally, and still it
isn't enough. Even though circum-
stances may have you in check, you
have another resource to remove
your greatest threat. . . .

. . . . That resource is God.
Is the game over for you?

Maybe, but it doesn't have to be,
because . . .

. . . It's your move. I

Joú Wlllloms
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P. O. Box 5002

Antioch, Tennessee 3701 1-5002

Second class postage paid at Antioch, Tennessee, and additional offices.
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The cost is only$20, including meals and all the amenities tszsirreservarionmadeafterMarch2B).

Write today for reservati0n materials!
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