









































Discuss the concept of body ownership.

Emphasize the child’s right to con-
trol access to their own body, and
explain that no one should ever
touch them in a “private area.’

There is sofety in numbers.

Instruct children to avoid playing
alone, and to avoid using public rest
rooms alone.

Discuss confingency plons.

Teach children the range of people
they can go to when they sense they
are in danger. For example, discuss
who they should go see at school or
the mall if they fee] threatened. Dis-
cuss contingency plans for the child
to follow if they are ever touched.

Discuss how fo deof with strongers.

Teach children to be wary of
strangers who are overly friendly,
never listening to strangers who tell
them their parents sent them to pick
them up.

If you encounter @ molester . . .

Instruct children to try to nun away
and tell an adult if they encounter a
child molester, Explain it is all right
to comply with the molesters de-
mands if they are physically threat-
ened. Always contact law enforce-
ment about close calls. The next
child may not be as fortunate.

There is great difficulty in teach-
ing children to defend themselves
‘from child molesters without robbing
them of their childhood. Prevention

. can be taught by using Bible stories
where biblical characters like David
encountered danger and the Lord

~sustained them. Our Christian faith - .

alone can be very comforting in help-

ing children deal wrth the dangers :

: .of thls world

Express Iove und Ilsten to rhe chrld

Express love ‘for the chlld ‘and
- believe the child’s story. Do not in-
terrogate them about -what hap-

_ llubuse ocwrs.. A AT
l—low famrlles and frrends deal S

_ wrth the abuse of a child makes all -
L the d1fference in the1r recovery

pened, and be sure they do not get

- the impression you do not believe

themn. Support and praise the child -
- for telling what has happened to
them, and encourage them to re- -

sume normal actmtles as soon as
possible, :
Show empathy, belref and a lack

-of blame. Explain that what hap-

pened was not their fauilt. Remind
children who feel guilt that God will
forgive us of anything (I John 1:9).
Ask the child if they want to be
hugged or cuddled before touching
them, some will be af:ald of any
physical contact.

Be understonding.

Often a child does not report the
abuse immediately. In such cases be
understanding, not judgmental. Of-
fenders frequently threaten to take
the survivor's life or that of their loved
ones. In some cases offenders have
reportedly killed animals in front of
the child to emphasize the point.

Be colm,

Parents must be willing to discuss
the event with the child without get-
ting upset. Avoid showing shock or
disgust when the child reveals what
has happened. Do not force children
to talk about what has happened to
thermn, but keep comrmunication lines
open by creating an atmosphere
where the child will feel safe to talk.

‘Parents may find it helpful if the
child draws how they feel or de-
scribes what happened by using

dolls. These methods are often :
easier for children to discuss the
abuse and deal wrth their trauma -

Don't. dlscuss remlronon

_ Avoid dlscussmg retalratlon agalnst :
the perpelrator. This canresultin the .
.. survivor ‘avoiding -discussing the -
- trauma out ‘of fear for the safety: of

family members Wthh delays the
recovery of the chrld 2

-'Seek pmfessmnal help

. many will blame themselves for thrs
: tragedy

- Special resources,

As Christians, we have special re-
sources to cope with the trauma of
sexual abuse. These resources are
usually ignored by professionals, We
have the Bible, Jesus Christ and the
Holy Spirit. Children and their-fami-
lies can cast their anxieties upon
Christ and know that He cares for
thern (I Peter 5:7), and is rnakmg in-
tercession for them.

Meditation upon biblical passages
can help survivors overcome guilt
and resume norrmal lives. Remind
survivors that the offender cannot
destroy their soul despite harming
their body (Matthew 10:28), and
wherever they go the Lord goes with
them holding their hand (Isaiah
41:13).

Families can be comforted through
the lnowledge that the Lord is a ref-
uge in times of trouble (Psalms
9:9;46:1). Remnember the power of
prayer, and that Romans 8:26 tells us
that the Spirit helps us in cur weak-
ness when we do not even know
what we should pray. The Holy Spirit
can also soothe like nothing of the
world. It was Jesus who referred to
the Holy Spirit as the Comforter in
John 14:16.m .

~-ABOUT THE WRITER: Eddie Moody, an adtive loy counselor, is o
_ - groduete student at North Caraline Stote University. He is a mem-
.. " ber of Immanuet Free Wilt Baptist Churchin Durhom, North Care-
-~ ling, tnd o groduote of Free Witl Baptist Bible Coflege. © -

' Survivors of sexual abuse should ERRE

be taken to a‘physician for a medi-
~cal exam and for counseling to help. " .

- overcome the trauma. Families -~ =
‘whose children have been sexually__'. S

abused may need counseling, smce
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and good-byes? It is at this point
where one sees that all is vanity and
the only things that really count are
things eternal.”

Chantal is going to make it through
this storm in her life for she is navi-
gating with both scopes intact.

David Biebel sums up in poetry
the tension of keeping our eyes si-
multaneously fixed on the horizon
and on heaven, He writes from first-
hand experience as he, too, suffered
the loss of his young son.

I look info the Father’s eyes

And wrestle with a thousond “Whys”
Why this? Why now? Why him, not [?
Why us, not them? | con't disguise
The hurt, the rage, unbridled poin
Erupting from my soul, ogain.

{F that’s the way it's going to be
Then build Your Kingdom without me.

But ther, agoin, where can | go

To hear o word af hope, ond know
The promise thet beyond the pain
The ballad has o glod refiain

But what for now? And how con one
Still vocalize, “Thy will be done”?

And soon | heor o song begin,
Celestial, bt from deep within.

A ngw, yet oncient melody

O joy and pain, disharmony.

O do the strains combing somahow,
A Yovely porodox of sound?

The paradox of pain is that, like
Job, we will see Him best when we
see Him through tear-stained eyes.
“I know that thou canst do every-
thing, and that no thought can be
withheld from thee. ... [ have heard
of thee by the hearing of the ear, but
now mine eye seeth thee,” (Job 42:
2,5).m

ABOUT THE WRITER: Tom McCullough is a Free Will Buptist mis-
sionary to France.
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A recent visit to my local Chris-
tian bookstore revealed at least 35
tifles devoted to suffering and the
believer’s response to it. These rep-
resent, in fact, only the tip of the ice-
berg as it relates to the reams of
pages being devoted to the subject
these days.

Why is this so? Are pain and suf-
fering something unigue to the
countdown years to the 21st century?
Not on your life. They are as old as
Job himself. There are at least two
reasons to explain the recent resur-
gence of inferest in this area.

Affempt to Confrol

First, we westerners are finding this
topic more end more fascinating due
to our realization that tolal viciory
over pain and suffering is impossible.
Let me explain. Americans are more
in control of themselves and their
enVi?’Oni'ﬂenf H\Oﬂ ever be§or‘e. We
have done more fo subdue and even
alter our cosmos than in any gen-
eration since Adam.

Nonetheless, diseases such as
cancer and AIDS, severe famine,
najural catasirophes and the spiral-
ing incidence of violent crime all
serve to remind us that we are nof
masters of our universe. If, ther, man
cannot eliminate suffering, he must
aftempt fo aftain a higher spiritual
plane where physical and emotional
pain and suffering no longer offect
him,

The eastern religions and new age
philosophies cre doing a good job
of preaching this gospel. Unfortu-
nately, this incamplete resolution has
its adherence ameng Christians. “lf

A

) WhySo Much Attention on Pain?

Y adie W
you con't beat i, escape it,” would

“be a good working slogon for the
‘message many preach today.

Backlash = :

Secend, our bookshelves are sag-
ging under the weight of pain and
suffering self-help books because of
the backlash against the name it and
cloim it theology that flourished only
a few shart years ago. Astute observ-
ers of the Christian scene have seized
the opportunity to redeem those hurt-
ing brethren who named healing but
were never able to claim it

A good percentage of books writ-
ten recently endeavor to go beyond
giving false hope and rather encour-
age biblical coping strategies. The
real good ones go even one step fur-
ther by teaching that some coping is
not encugh. Coping thai is mere
stoic, fatalistic acceptance of whot
must be is not biblical.

The mature believer, they suggest,
faces his pain and suffering squarely,
never denying its evil origin {We do
live in a fallen worldl), but always
resting'in the confidence that He who
parmitted it is able to succor his spirit
and teach him iruth for eternity.

There are i least two recent works
that fit into this last category. When
your Rope Breaks, by Stephen Brown,
{Neison), and If God is so Good,
Why do [ Hurt so Bod?, by David
Biebel, (Navpress). C. S Lewis’ clas-
sic The Problem of Pain, (Macmillan),
is more philosophical but will appeat
1o some. A new work by Philip Yancey
and Dr. Paui Brand suggests that pain
itsell is o marvelous gift from Gad.
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- ’whole (almost) world around and on .
-5 May: 8, 1977, Tammy, Sandy, Kerry E
andlwere baptized together, .
7 Jim wasn’t ready to trade in his |

'-:':o]d life yet 50 he declined our invi-

" ‘tation to come see us baptized, He

'-_'_..!ater told :us it was one of:the most

: ;mxserable evenings of his life, know-

. ‘ing that we were being bapttzed and
En that he wasn t there

Chnsilan Sthoof Decision

_ Then the girls decided, and |
agreed, that they should go to Farm-
ington Christian Acaderny the follow-
ing school year, except Jim objected.
Said we couldn'’t afford it. Said it
wasn't necessary. Said he thought
we were getting too religious.

But they insisted that God was big
enough to get the job done, and aj-
though I did so with no great hope, 1
secured application forms from the
school, filled them out, had the girls
get their school entrance physicals
and wrote out a check for the first
month’s tuition, I didn’t sign it,
though. We knew that Daddy would
have to give his approval.

The Holy Spirit directed us to daily
on-our-knees prayer meetings that
he would relent. We didn’t mention
school to Jim after the first time-
we just kept reminding the Lord in
those prayers that there were four of
us praying together and if it was go-
ing to be mentioned again, He would
have to do it.

He did.

Early on the morning of July 15,
Jim woke me with the words, “You
can send them to that school if you
want.” ] let out a yell, the girls came
running with applications in hand
and we settled it then and there,

We had been praying every day
that God would make Jim unhappy,
lenely, wretched and aware of his
lost condition. We even prayed that
when he went out drinking, he
would have stomach distress and
discord among his Elk-dom brother-
hood. (And he did.)

Giving God a Deadline

Then one day the girls decided
that we had not been praying the
right way, because they had prayed
that Jim would give approval for
them to go to Christian school before

':..t'l:i_é'deédi_ir'ié for enroliment-and he

had with a week to spare, They de-

~cided to give God a deadline.
< -1 explained that | didn’t think that

was the way to do it, but despite my
comments their prayer became,
“Save Daddy before school starts!”
Theyreascned that if God could cre-
ate a whole universe in six days, a
month ought to be enough time to
get Daddy saved.

So we prayed.

A few days later, Jim came straight
home from work-no Country Club,
no Elks-and anncunced that he had
quit drinking but would still keep
booze on hand for when his friends
dropped by. Was the Lord answer-
ing our prayers about salvation?

We began to suspect that he was
sneaking around reading the Bible
and Hal Lindsey's The Late, Great
Planet Earth, We devised a few
tests—-such as laying them at a par-
ticular angle on the table or on a dif-
ferent table altogether.

It wasn’t long before we could fol-
low his marker through the book of
John. The Holy Spirit must have been
directing his reading, because who
would begin a book-even the Bible-
in the middle?

He still was not ready to confess
his need, so our youngest, Kerry,
started placing the little tract, “This
is Your Life,” on his bedside table or
propping it up by the ham radio mij-
crophone on his desk.

We could tell that the tract was
affecting him by the many times she.
had to dig it out of the waste basket.
Her ministry that summer was re-
placing that little black booklet that
he later said haunted him.

Yet, he never mentioned it and
neither did we. The only negative
comment he made during this ime
was that we spent an awful lot of
time at church.

Then one morning about a week
before school was to start, the girls
and I agreed. This was the day for
Bro. Jim, our pastor, to go down to
the car lot and visit him. We could
see that he was almost through the
book of John and was reading it
openly now,

We asked Bro. Jim to visit him
between five and six since he would
be there alone. We prayed a lot that
day. When evening came, we jumped

in the car and drove “roundings” on
the office, peeping al each intersect-
ing street to see if Bro. Jim's car was
still there.

Finally, on one of the passes we
met the pastor driving up ‘A’ Street,
but he wasn't driving like a man who
had just led someone to the Lord.
We went back home and waited.

When Jim got home a little later,
I wanted to ask him about the
pastor's visit but didn’t want to stir
up anything. By 8:00 p.m. when noth-
ing had been said, I weni to bed with
a raging headache.

About midnight, Jim began shak-
ing my shoulder and saying, “Wake
up, I've got sornething to tell you.”

He said, “I've just prayed and
asked Jesus to forgive my sins and
save me.”

We woke the girls, made a pot of
coffee and talked the rest of the
night. At one point he said that the
pastor had teld him to call anytime
that he was ready to be saved. But
in my mature three-month Christian-
ity, I wouldn’t let him, made him wait
until seven the next morning.

The Celebration

Which brings us to Celebration
Day. We had an early moming Pour-
ing-Out-The-Booze Party; breaking
seals on expensive liqueurs, retriev-
ing cases of beer that the girls and |
had hidden in the basement, joyfully,
gleefully, piling the trash can full to
overflowing, crying together not at
the loss of several hundred dollars,
but at the new-found freedom from
bondage.

Then one of the girls commented
that it looked like we’d just thrown a
wild party.

It bothered us that the trash man
might get the wrong impression. We
hoped for a chance to explain it to
him sometime and then just forgot
it, until the girls came in from the
back yard and insisted that we go
with them to see something.

They led us, single file, down the
flagstone path and around the red-
bud tree to the gate that separated
the two sections of our backyard.

When they opened the gate with
“Tah-dahs” we saw, fastened to the
top of the hooze bottle heap a poster:

—_—
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