














In an outstanding doctrinal ser-
mon, he stressed that since the fall
of man in the garden of Eden, all
men have been born in sin. Man
without Christ is lost and separated
from God. Those who have experi-
enced the grace of God have a re-
sponsibility to share the gospel mes-
sage with the lost men and women
of this world.

The theme of this year’s conven-
tion, “We Preach Christ,” presents
weil the commitment which Free
Will Baptists have to the ministry of
preaching. That commitment was
evident in each of the sermons
preached at this National Associa-
tion. The sermons emphasized that
we cannot preach ourselves; we
have no power {0 save. It is only
Christ who is the hope of the world,

Chyist in our Music

Music is an important part of wor-
ship in Free Will Baptist churches
and in our national conventions. We
preach Christ not only in words
which are spoken but in words
which are sung.

The congregational singing was
excellent at every service. We sang
several familiar hymns and also sang
a number of choruses which have
become popular in recent years.
Two choirs provided special music.
On Monday evening, the Mass Adult
Choir gave a stirring rendition of “We
Shall See Jesus.” On Wednesday
evening, the Men’s Chorale chal-
lenged our hearts with a moving ar-
rangement of “I'm Just a Sinner
Saved by Grace.”

One of the musical highlights of
the convention was the mini-concert
presented Tuesday evening by the
musical groups from our Free Wili
Baptist colleges, These groups in-
cluded the Rejoice Ministry Team
from Free Will Baptist Bible College,
the New Life Ministry Tearm from
Hillsdale FWB College, the Sounds
of Praise from Southeastern FWB
College, and the Sounds of Joy from
California Christian College. Each
group performed separately; they
also sang two numbers ogether, It
was a joy (o see the young people of
our denomination cooperating so
beautifully anc¢ worshipping the Lord
logether.
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Convention Music Coordinator Randy Satwyer.

Several ensembles and individu-
als from churches across the de-
nomination provided special music
for the various services. Some of the
ensembles were the Stanley Jones
Singers, Lange and Jamie Patrick,
the Masterpeace Quartet, the New
Covenant Quartet, and the Pruitt
Family. Joy Henderson and Lisa
McGee sang solos which added
much to the Monday and Wednes-
day evening services,

Jerry Carraway served as conven-
tion organist; Deena Armstrong

Foreign Missionaries Jim and Vicki Sturgilf (1), Bobby and Geneva Poole (C)

played the piano. Several people as-
sisted in the music ministry by direct-
ing congregational singing or by con-
ducting one of the choirs, These in-
cluded Tim Murfin, Daron Dwyer,
Scott Bullman, Doug Little, Randy
Sawyer, Jerry Carraway and Vernon
Whaley. Randy Sawyer served as
music coordinator for the conven-
tion. He and his staff are to be com-
mended for their fine work.

Christ n Our Mission

We preach Christ in order that
men and women might come to
know Him as personal Savior. For
this reason, missions has always
occupied an important place in the
work of the Free Will Baptist denomi-
nation. At Convention '94 both home
and foreign missions reported consid-
erable success in sharing the gospel.

Home Missions

The Home Missions Department
reported that five missionaries com-
pleted itinerate and moved to their
fields of service in 1993. Three home
missionaries led their churches to
become self-supporting during the
year. Several mission churches com-
pleted building projects with assis-
tance from Missionary Builder How-
ard Gwartney and his crew, The mis-
sion church in Rapid City, South Da-
kota, under the leadership of Tim
Coats, purchased the building it had
been renting.

Fred and Barbara Jones resigned
as missionaries to Mexico after 10

and Dave and Pat Franks (R).




Conuvention Regisiration Coordinator and Home Missionary to Phoenix, Arizona, George
Harvey, his wile Linda and daughter Cindy.

years of service at our Bible [nstitute
there. They are now in Alabama
where they will be starting a church
in Prattville.

The work in Mexico is going well,
Missionary James Munsey was named
president of the Bible Institute after
the departure of Fred Jones. Brother
Munsey also coordinates the Free
Will Baptist mission work in Mexico.
He has led in the construction of 18
church buildings in Mexico.

Dr. Roy Thomas, general director
of Home Missions, reported that the
Build My Church campaign ex-
ceeded $500,000 during 1993. More
than $197,000 was received for
home missions on Benjamin Randall
Day, November 21, 1993. The 10th
annual Roll Call Sunday recorded a
total attendance of 224,547 in 2,640
churches with 706 conversions, Roll
Call Sunday for next year is March
26, 1995; our attendance goal is
230,000,

The National Association reviewed
the audit of the Home Missions De-
partment and approved a total bud-
get of $2.7 million for 1995, This rep-
resents an increase of $100,000 over
the 1994 budget,

Foreign Missions

Rev. R. Eugene Waddell, general
director of Foreign Missions was un-
able to attend this year's convention,
He was recovering from recent sutr-

gery. The departinent report was
presented by Fred Warner, immy
Aldridge and Mike Johnston. They
noted that 1993 was a year of many
victories for Free Will Baptist foreign
missions.

At the end of the year the depart-
meni reported a total of 108 mission-
aries, 32 ordained pastors, and 175
licensed and lay preachers serving
on 10 different fields. There were 77
organized churches and 213 mission
works. They reported 1,433 converts
and 511 baptisms in 1993, The aver-
age Sunday attendance was 7,397,

Several mission fields experi-
enced revival in 1993. There were
747 converts in Cuba, 300 in India,
125 in Cote d'Ivoire, 102 in Panama,
and 88 in Brazil. Free Will Baptist
people responded to the great com-
mission by providing $4 million in

Both Fore I n

1993. These gifts came from 1,714
churches.

During the year the board voted
to investigate the possibiity of open-
ing a mission work in the former
Soviet Union. It was also reported

& that the mission work in Germany
& has been closed due to the transfer
¥ of our missionary affiliates from Ger-

many by the U. S. military.
The delegates reviewed the finan-

: F cial status of the department, ac-
g cepted the audit and approved a to-

tal budget of $4.7 million for 1995.
During the Wednesday evening ser-
vice a special offering of $24,841.77
was received. These funds will he
divided equally between home and
foreign missions.

The young people of the state of
Arkansas have been working on a
special project which they have
called the “Norman Invasion.” This
Is a project to raise [unds for the con-
struction of two church buildings,
one in Brazil and one in Céte d’Ivoire.
These young pecple received a
standing ovation from the congrega-
tion when they presented a checlk for
$78,486.78 to missionaries Norman
Richards and Norman McFall. The
$100,000 project is still ongoing; ad-
ditional funds are still being raised.

During the business session Thurs-
day morning, delegates approved the
formation of a special committee to
study ministry to ethnic groups in the
United States. This committee is to
assess denominational resources
and talents and make recommenda-
tions for the development of denomi-
nation-wide outreach to various eth-
nic minorities in this country.

All these efforts both at home and

——

pplaud the Norman Invasion.
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Foundation. The Foundation was
created to assist Free Will Baptists
in managing their estates in such a
way that their support for the work
of Free Will Baptisis can continue
even after death.

The Foundation can administer
trust agreements which insure that

Bill Evans,
director of
W Retirement
arnd
Insurance
and FWB
Foundation,
reporis to
delegates.

LEASEENT
the wishes of the donor are carried
out. At the present time, this depart-
ment is managing trusts which will
benefit every national department as
well as a number of other Free Wil
Baptist agencies.

Sunday School and Church Trafing

Dr. Alton Loveless, who became
director of the Sunday School and
Church Training Department on
January 1, presented his first report
to the national association. He noted
that the department had

Publications. Randall House pro-
vides a variety of services to the de-
nomination. It is responsible for pub-
lishing Sunday School and CTS litera-
ture, books, pamphlets and other
materials which can be used by our
churches, It also coordinates the youth
activities which take place every
summer at the National Association.

Bible College

President Tom Malone reported
on the work of Free Will Baptist Bible
College. He reported a total under-
graduate enrollment of 359 during
the 1993-94 school year. He also
noted that FWBBC is expecting
about a 10% increase in enrollment
this fall. The Christian Service Depart-
ment of the college is involved in a
variety of ministries. Bible College
students were responsible for 150
first-time decisions for Christ through
their involvement in Christian service,

The faculty, staff and administra-
tion of the college devoted much
time and effort during the past year
to matters of accreditation. The col-
lege completed a self-study which
was submiited to the Southemn As-
sociation of Colleges and Schools
{SACS). A visiting team from SACS
spent April 12-15, 1994, on the cam-
pus of FWBBC. They reviewed rec-

continued its debt-re-
duction program. The to-
tal indebtedness of the
department was re-
duced by $175,000. Dur-
ing this report, Dr. Love-
less shared something of
his philosophy and his
goals and objectives for
the department.

During the business
session Wednesday, the
department showed an
excellent video which
summarized the 30
years of service which

Presidernt Tom Malonie details Free Will
Baptist Bible College’s progress.

versities. It will also make it easier
for them to obtain certification to
teach.

President Malone expressed his
thanks to several individuals and
groups for their faithful support of
FWBBC. He commended the wom-
en of WNAC who contributed $5,000
to the library. He expressed his
thanks to several pastors and church
members who came to campus and
helped put on new roofs and make
needed repairs to several buildings,
Malone also paid special tribute to
Ken Walker and Bob Ketchum for

_______ their years of service on
£ the Board of Trustees.

Theological Integrity

During Convention
84, delegates heard re-
ports from the four com-
{ missions which Free Will
: Baptists have created to
B perform specific functions.
The Commission for Theo-
logical Integrity exists to
alert our people to theo-
£ logical trends which could

Courtesy car driver Ron Whitten (L) greets visitors with Hospitality
Committee chairman Sidney Sawrie (R) and Shirley Satvrie.

~ threaten the theological
integrity of our denomina-

this department has given to the de-
nomination. At the end of this pre-
sentation, Dr. Roger Reeds, former
director of the department, was pre-
sented a gift by the board for his 35
years of faithful service to Free Will
Baptists.

The Sunday School and Church
Training Department does business
under the trade name Randall House

ords and talked with employees and
students, ‘

The college will find out in De-
cember whether or not its applica-
tion for candidacy status with SACS
has been accepted. If this status can
be obtained, it will make it easter for
Bible College students to transfer
their work to other colleges and uni-

tion and to help educate
our people about those trends. One
of the projects of this commission is
to sponsor a seminar at the National
Association on Tuesday afternoon.
The theme for this year’s seminar
was “Grace and Morals.” The speak-
er was Rev, Wendell Walley. The
cominission also makes available a

B
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next step and every step” of our lives.

He continued by explaining that
we need the Light of the Bible, but it
has to be the right kind of light. All
too often, people mistake culture
and tradition as the light. Culture is
ineffective, even dangerous, as a
light to live by; the light of tradition
tends to shine sideways or head-on,
blinding us to the true path.

He finished by emphasizing the
importance of using the Light the
right way: “Shine it on your feet, on

Missionary fo Céte d'lucire, Rober!t Bryan.

the path. Don’t shine it on others in
judgement.” The spotlight should not
be turned on others except in loving
direction and help. The Light is worth-
less if it is not applied to our lives.
He challenged us to stay true to the
light of God’s Word and to let it be
the true guiding light in our lives.

Tuesday Afternoon

San Dee Stone, Gideon represen-
tative, spoke at the general session
on Tuesday afternoon. She shared
her testimony of coming to accept
Christ out of a Jewish heritage, With a
(ideon Bible in hand, in a Las Vegas
hotel room, she read the New Testa-
ment for the first time at age 19. There
she understood Jesus’ sacrifice for her,
that He was her Messiah. Later she
wolld meet Lester Armnold who placed
that Bible in the Fremont Hotel. Now,
she is a minister's wife, mother of
six, and grandmother of 14, all strong
Christians. San Dee’s testimony in-
spired and confirmed the impot-
tance of making the Bible accessible.
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WHNAC Fellowship Dinner

It was a sellout crowd that gath-
ered at the Excelsior Hotel Grand
Ballroom with over 740 guests at-
tending WNAC's Fellowship Dinner
on Tuesday night. The tables were
beautifully decorated with hand-
crafted wooden Bibles and oil lamps
provided by the Arkansas Auxiliary
women. The Fellowship Dinner is
often the highlight of our convention,
and this year was no exception.

Retired missionary and former

Lorene Miley speaks of pearls and hope.

Co-Laborer Magazine editor, Lorene
Miley, shared “A String of Pearls,” an
allegory she had written to demon-
strate the essential and beneficial
qualities of God’s Word in our lives.
The audience was intrigued by the

story of the King’s subjects in search
of the lost pearls, cach one finding a
different treasure in the pearls. God’s
Word shows us God’s reflection to
heip us radiate Christ; it is full of
promises to live by and to hope for;
it is full of rich, historical knowledge
to help us better understand Him and
ourselves; and the Bible offers pearls
of prophecy, a glimpse at the glories
of Heaven.

Mrs. Miley's special ability to
evoke both jlaughter and tears, while
challenging us to {freasure God’s
Word, made for a memorable even-
ing. No one walked away empty-
handed,

Moving Aheod

More than anything else, this
vear's WNAC Convention made it
clear that Free Will Baptist women
are ready, willing and able to follow
God’s Word and reach out to a lost
wotld. They are ready to move on
and get busy in His work, following
the light on the way. m

ABOUT THE WRITER: Melisso Riddle is editor of Co-Laherer maga-
zine, the officic! publization of WNAL.

Oh no. I'm up next. What have ! done?
What will I say?














































