















































waters back. The army, horses and
all, were drowned. This is where [
was first mentioned in the Holy Book
as a prophetess (Exodus 15:20-21).

Alter seeing God destroy Pharaoh’s
army, 1 was filled with the wonder
of God's love and mercy toward us.
Itook a timbrel in my hand, gathered
all the women together and led them
in singing and dancing, saying, “Sing
ye to the Lord, for he hath triumphed
gloriously; the horse and his rider
hath he thrown into the sea.” I was
also known as the first poetess in the
Bible and [ led the ioyous cheering
with the “Song of Moses.”

After we sang the praises of God,
we set out for the Promised Land
with Moses as leader, Aaron as high
priest and me, as Moses’ chief singer.
We were a team, my brothers and 1.
As the first of the sweet singers of [s-
rael, I sang for God and used my gift
for uplifting the people,

A dismal wilderness was facing
the children of Israel. | knew that they
would march better if they sang. My
song was one of good cheer, full of
the memory of all God had accom-
plished for His people. What better
incentive for us to cross Jordan since
we had already crossed the Red Sea?

sfeut

Because God’s Word is like a mir-
ror, showing the blemishes as well
as the beauty, I now tell you of my
failures and the imperfections in my
character, What a position in Israel
God had allowed me to attain. How
far I fell from His grace after He had
elevated me so high.

You see,  was, above all things, a
faithful patriot, with a love of my
country greater than the love 1 had
for my acclaimed brother. While we
were still in the wilderness, | rebelled
against Moses. He was chosen em-
issary of God to lead Israel out of
bondage into freedom, and [ felt he
didn’t deserve that honor, He did not
have to endure all Aaron and [ had
to. He had a completely different life
than we had.

It wasn’t that I didn’t love Moses. ..
| saved his life; he was my brother.
But [ rejected him, first of all, be-
cause of his position as leader and
secondly, because he married the
Midian woman, and then married his
next wife, a dark-skinned Ethiopian,

a Cushite, from the African country
south of the Nile cataracis.

I was fiercely opposed to his mar-
rying the woman, not because of the
color of her skin, but because she
was a foreigner. We were of the He-
brew race and I was against any for-
eign alliance. Her blood was that of
a people who hated the worship of
the true God. | feared her influence
upon my brother.

1, with Aaron's help, began to
complain to the people about both
Moses’ leadership and also his
Cushite bride. 1 was trying to get the
people to turn from Moses’ leadership
and listen to me and Aaron. Numbers
12:1 records what we said, “Hath the
Lord indeed spoken only by Moses?
hath he not spoken also by us?”

God heard these words. | wish
now I had never uttered them, be-
cause he called Moses, Aaron and
me to the tabernacle. When we ar-
rived, God came down in a pillar of
the cloud and told Aaron and me to
come forward. He told us that al-
though He had given us spiritual gifts,
power and status, we were not in the
same category as Moses.

He gave me visions and dreams
as prophetess, but that was not the
case with Moses, his faithful servant.
With Moses He spoke face to face.
Maoses would see an image or like-
ness of God as they were talking.
God asked us why we were not afraid
to speak against his servant, Moses.
God was very, very angry with us, and
50 He departed. [ was so ashamed and
[ hung my head in despair.

When!looked up, both Aaron and
Moses cried out in anguish, looking
at me as if they had seen something
terrible! I looked down at my hands
and could see that God had dealt
with me swiftly and severely. My
body was covered with leprosy, the
most loathsome, dreaded disease
known in this day.

How proud 1 had been of my pa-
sition as a prophetess and high I held
my head when [ walked through the
encampment. Now, my head was
bowed, my humiliation evident for
all to see. | fled from the camp hold-
ing a white linen cloth up to my lips,
crying out to all who came near the
words all lepers must declare, “Un-
clean! Unclean! Unclean!”

All those who had respected me

because of my position with Moses
and Aaron, who had been in my com-
pany when we sang and danced with
praises for the Lord now turned their
faces away and did not come near me.
| wondered why I was singled out
for such severe punishment when
Aaron had also been a part of trying
to overthrow Moses’ leadership.

I guess [ knew the answer before
I thought about it, Aaron was a sus-
ceptible man, which was evident at
Mount Sinai when he let the people
talk him into making the golden calf.
Fhad been the ringleader in this; I was
the stronger one, and God was clearly
showing me who was to blame.

Much to my surprise, the camp
stayed where it was. No one wanted
to move on, It was as if they still loved
and respected me in spite of what [
had done and the punishment [ re-
ceived. They waited.

In the meantime, my brothers,
who still loved me, began to pray to
God that my punishment might be
lifted. God heard their prayers and
after seven long, long days of refiect-
ing on all [ had done, both good and
bad, 1 was healed of leprosy and
came back into the camp, a repen-
tant, but broken woman. &

Author’s Note: If thare wos just one lesson to learn from studying
the life of Miriom {though several lessans were evident), 1 would
aftribute her rebellion agoinst the lecdership of Moses, God's cha-
sen leader of Israel, o5 the most abvious. We aze oll givan tasks 1
do in furthering God's work here on 2orth: in our church, in our
homes ond ot our jobs.

We cornot oll be Jeaders. Same of us hove to be foliowers. In
the Lord's work, ofl aur jobs are impartant, and we shouid not
undermineg the leadership of others because we covet thot posi-
tion for aurselves. God will place us where He wonts us. One of
our responsihilities os a Christion is to work togather in harmony
as 0 team 1o occomplish the spreoding of the gospel throughout
the world until He comes.

ABOUT THE WRITER: Corolyn S. Johnson is o member of Woodcrest
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