























understanding of the Old Testament
prophesies, a direct revelation from
God, that star in the east or a comnbi-
nation? No one can be sure, except
that they were looking for the one
who would be the king of the Jews.
Such a discovery held considerable
motivation for them.

Magi Meet Messiah

The political climate was un-
stable. Herod was near the end of
his reign. The magi were probably
involved in some of the political pos-
turing anticipating Herod's demise.
Bordering on insult they asked
Herod, who had just secured the title
“king of the Jews,” where was the
one “born king of the Jews?” Di-
rected to Bethlehern by Herod and
the star, they found the boy Jesus in
a house (Matthew 2:18),

Their first response was to wor-
ship the child, Sorne suggest that this
was merely an act void of any per-
sonal understanding of who the child
really was. However, it seems that
their search resuited in an unexpected
find. They found themselves face to
face with God-man, the Christ chiid.

Although the trip began with po-
litical aspirations, God used their
curiosity and ambition to bring them
to Himself. Confused people are not
hopeless. Intellectual and spiritual
entanglements may be sorted out as
basic needs of people are met, How-
ever distant from God, a person still
has needs which can only be met
effectively by God.

Out of their treasures were gifts of
gold, frankincense and myrrh. In The
Christ of Christrnas, James Mont-
gomery Boice gives insight concern-
ing the three gifts, “When gold was
presented to Jesus it acknowledged
Hisright torule. ., . Incense was used
in the Temple worship . . . the wise
men pointed to Christ as our great
High Priest. . . . myrrh speaks of his
death.”

With this emphasis on royalty, pu-
rity and suffering, the gifts give the
real meaning of Christmas. Did they
know the significance of their gifts?
Probably not. Yet, God was able to
make use of worldly gifts to make a
spiritual impact.

The Bible teaches that no one can
come to God unless drawn by the
Spirit. We also know that naturally

man hates God. However, when the
spiritual vacuumn goes unfilled, man
has a way of seeking out solutions.

Motives of Men

Earlier in this century, the church
was a socially acceptable place to
do some seeking. This is no longer
the case, especially for the under-
thirty crowd, Our evangelistic efforis
must keep this in mind as we strive
for effectiveness. People may be at-
tracted to religion for the wrong rea-
sons. That seems deplorable for es-
tablished Christians.

However, for many, a wrong rea-
son is a good start toward a more
excellent way. The motives of the
magi, who can know? We do know
that something happened when they
found the Savior. God may use a
wrong start to make aright finish. Their
response {0 Jesus was worship.

God can make a difference. In this
data-driven, technological age we
are poised to commit a tragic mis-
take in evangelical circles. Is God
necessary any more? With the self-
help, support group and take-charge
emphasis of our day, God is often an
afterthought. He is icing on the cake
of self-salvation.

No longer do we save ourselves,
religiously, we have progressed o a
more politically-correct, psychologi-
cal salvation. Then maybe add a
layer of Jesus after we have worked
through our childhood-induced di-
lemmas. That is not a slam at the
many useful tools of problem-solv-
ing. It is a caution that we do not sub-
stitute anything else for the saving
power of Jesus.

People in our communities are so
confused they are not sure what they
are looking for, but that does not
keep them from searching. As we
pray, develop relationships and wit-
ness, remember the rmagi story and
the lessons. Wrong reasons for the
search didn’t eliminate the possibil-
ity that the right reasons can be de-
termined. God meets a person
where he is and works to bring him
to faith. He uses people, circum-
stances and even revelation.

Finally, God will make a differ-
ence for those who will bow down
to Him and worship. These men re-
turmed home changed. God still does
it today.

May the Lord use us as sensitive,
possibility-oriented Christians to be
one of the guides in the ultimate
search for joy and peace. From un-
likely sources come some of the
most effective saints. Those who
think they are wise may be seeking
Him and not know it. Let’s help them
along the way. m
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