














cally larger than 52 world countries
in total square miles. It is larger than
nine American states and Washing-
ton, D.C. The reservation is about the
size of West Virginia and spreads
beyond the state boundaries of Ari-
zona, Utah and New Mexico. The
estimated pepulation is larger than
16 world countries. The tribe num-
bers nearly 300,000 rmembers.
There are 25 million French-
speakers in the U.S., and Free Will
Baptists will be sending our first mis-
sionary 10 New Orleans in 1995.

6. Americon Christions are unowore fat 31

million Black Americans are only 30% evange-

lized, whereas Africa is 50% evangelized,
America has the second largest

Black population in the world after

Nigeria.

Blacks are still the dominant mi-
nerity group in the U.S., represent-
ing 60% of all minority people (Amer-
ica in the 21st Century, 1991).

Forty percent of young Black men
in big cities do not graduate from high
school (USA Today, August 15, 1991).

Fifty-four percent of convicts now
in U.S. prisons are Black (Tom Skin-
ner Associates).

By the year 2000, 70% of Black
males will be in gangs, jails, unem-
ployed or on drugs (Urban Famnily,
Winter 1991),

7. There ore more than one million Chinese in
the U.S., vet less than 5% have been fouched
with the gospel.

One of the largest Buddhist temp-
les in the world is located in Haci-
enda Heights, California (Orange
County Register, July 17, 1988).

Asians represent approximately
10% of all U.S. minorities (America
in the 21st Cernttury, 1991).

The 1990 Census counted 7.3 mil-
lion Americans of Asian and Pacific
Islander background (San Diego
Unidon, June 12, 1991). Most of the 7.3
million Asian Americans are Bud-
dhists.

The total number of Buddhists in
North America is between 3 and 5
million according to the American
Buddhist Congress in Los Angeles.

The 800 places of worship for Bud-
dhists and Hindus in the U.5. make
them larger than many familiar
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Christian denominations (Christiarn-
ity Today, Feb. 19, 1988.)

8. Ten percent of the warld’s Spanish-speckers
five in the U.S. representing 5.4% of our
papulofion.

Over 200 American cities are part
of the National Spanish Television
Network interconnected by satellite,
reaching 3.1 million Spanish-speak-
ing households all in Spanish.

Lessthan 15% are Protestant, Cen-
tral America Missions say that only
about 3-5% are evangelical.

The U.S. currently has the world's
third largest Hispanic population of
21.4 million (International Urban
Associates, Winter 1992).

Hispanics are the fastest-growing
ethnic group in the Mormon church
(Los Angeles Times, March 8, 1992).

The Los Angeles Hispanic popu-
lation is larger than any Central
American country. It is the second
largest Mexican city (Ed Louton, “Au-
thentic Witrniess in Pluralistic Amer-
fca,” April 1991).

Miami is the second largest Cuban
city in the world. (Southern Baptist
Language Missions, 1991).

9. Change in minorities by the end of this
decade. . . .

There will be a 0% birth increase
for Anglo-Americans during the
1990s. A 2% increase will occur in
the black cornmunity. Expect 11%
growth in the Hispanic community
and 18% in the Asian American com-
munity. Likewise, the greatest change
in our immigration is now corming
from Latin America and the Pacific
rim which will cause a sudden
change in the minority community.

The Hispanic community will be-
ceme the largest minority group in
the U.S. by the year 2000, by-passing
the Black minority. Then in the early
2000s, because of the growth in both
immigration and birthing, the Asian
community will pass the Hispanic
community and become the largest
minoerity.

Researchers estimate that at that
time the Anglo-American commu-
nity will, for the first time in America's
history, become an official minority,

10. In the past 12 years, the population of
the United States has grown by 13%. In this

some time periad minarity peaple groups hove
grown by 40%. Amang minarities Hispanics
hove increased 65% ond Asians 124%.

11, By 2060, the entire U.S. will hove o
minority mojority. Most Americons will frace
their raofs to Africa, Asia, the Pacific Islonds,
the Middie Eost or Hispanic nations.

The American Cities Are

A place of parodox.

Historically, the center of eco-
nomic and trade functions, it is also
a place where great poverty coexists
with great wealth.

The crucible of much of man’s culfure.

It seems also to be the focal point
of social deterioration.

It is o place that foscinates and a place that is
feqred.

It is 0 place where the most overt forms af evil
flourish, vet cantinuing acts of humon courage,
kindness and sacrifice ore commonplace.

We must have a new vision of
Christian service. Missions has al-
ways had a romance to it, with vi-
sions of primitive tribes and palm
trees in the setting sun. We need to
plant another dream in the hearts of
our young pioneers. We must fill
their minds with a more realistic and
compeiling picture.

Our new vision of Christian mis-
sions must focus on cities. [f we want
to bring nations to Christ, we must
win cities both here and abroad.

Today's church is more comfort-
able sending missionaries from sub-
urban churches to rural villages of
other countries. Too many Christians
feel alienated by the city and see it
only as a dark and evil place to be
avoided. But this is not God’s atti-
tude. Consider His words to the Jews
held captive in pagan Babylon.

“And seek the peace of the city
whither { have caused you to be car-
ried away captives, and pray unto the
Lorp for it; for in the peace thereof
shall ye have peace” (Jer. 29:7).

Jesus has always been attracted
to the dark places, But remember,
“Where sin abounded, grace did
much more abound” (Rom, 5:20).





























































































