














ore than ever before the
great task of world evan-
gelization looms before
us. The heart and core of
the church is, and always
should be, the missionary burden
and vision. E

‘Free Will Baptists have made gi-
ant strides with regards to world out-
reach, but we have just scratched the
surface of the missionary potential
that rests with us.

‘The missionary vision will trans-
form the local church as it has
throughout the ages. It must, however,
begin in the pulpit within the heart
of the under shepherd of the flock.

The Man =
Oswald J. Smith, whose name
symbolizes worldwide evangeliza-
tion wrote the following, - - -

0x Movember Bth, 1927, my thirty-eighth
birthday, | proyed this prayer: Lord, moke me
o man after thine own henst, Work foded out
of sight; things that before seemed impor-
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" By Henry Van Kluyve

_ And as | paced back and forth in my study thot
day | prayed, and prayed in the Spirit: Lord,
make me a man ofter thine own heart,

.From that time until God'’s call for

© him to enter his eternal home,
-Oswald Smith carried out the great

commission with a burning heart.

Our Free Will Baptist pastots, both
present and future, must have that
same burden and must chart their
course and that of the church, after
the heart of God. When that course
is sel and that burden sought, the
pastor will be missions-minded in
cvery respect.

The Message

The pastor with a missionary heart
(world missions) will face opposi-
tion, not only from Satan but from
some in his own congregation. No
maiter how much stress is put on
world evangelization, there
will always be one or
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he Missionary Pastor

The missionary pastor’s message
will prevail. However, he need not
deny that many in the vicinity of his
church are Jost and also need to be
reached. In fact, our own country
could be classified as a mission field.

But when we study the facts be-
fore us, the need to reach those be-
yond our shores should be para-
mount, Our land is well supplied with
preachers and Christian workers.

It is still true that 94% of these min-
ister to only 6% of the world’s popu-
lation. This leaves 94% of the world’s
people being sought by only 6% of
the Christian work force. In the
light of this, I would suggest four ‘ém ?\'\‘
areas that must be included in

the message. L
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with power from the
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tories and the administration build-
ing have resulted in a more cheerful
and safe atmosphere for the chil-
dren. Much of the renovation was
done by volunteers from the North
Spartanburg Free Will Baptist Church
who arrived at the home one Friday
evening in April prepared to start
work the next morning. The result
was extensive exterior and interior
painting and repair work.

Just prior to that, a mermnber of the
Pamplico Free Will Baptist Church,
Herman “Bunn” Hanna, drilled a
new much-needed well for the
home, signing the bill, “Paid in full
at Calvary.”

Such support is constantly pour-
ing in for the home, a fact for which
the Wilhides are grateful since there
is a constant need for volunteer and
financial assistance.

Though the home bears the Free
Will Baptist denominational tag, sup-
port also comes in from other Chris-
tian denominations, businesses and
individuals. Because of its private
status, the home receives no govern-
ment funding, so every operating
dollar must be raised.

“Most of the young people who
come to the home have no one to
cover the financial costs of educa-
tion, food, clothing, doctor bills and
the many other things children
need,” says fames Wilhide.

The children are usually placed in
the home by a parent or parents suf-
fering financially and emotionally.
Many come from broken homes, and
soime have even suffered abuse, but
no child at the home is available for
adoption. Sometimes parents return
for their children, while others like
Tommy Barren stay at the home for
years,

The Wilhides seek to provide a
stable environment-“a haven for
children in need.” The loving pat
comes easy, evidenced by the fact
that the kids call the Wilhides,
“Mama” and “Papa,” bestowing hugs
on them liberally. The stability comes
from being founded on scriptural
principles.

James estimates that nearly $9,000
a year is needed to support each
child. Additionally, the home pro-
vides the opportunity for a college
education at the Free Will Baptist
Bible College in Nashville, Tennessee.

Annual tuition costs of $7,000 per
student put yet another crimp in the
already tight budget, but the Wil-
hides firmly believe in offering their
kids the best opportunities they can.
Three of the children’'s home youth
will attend the Bible College this year.

Projects are constantly underway
to maintain the balanced budget at
the home, including a sponsorship
program which solicits monthly sup-
port of $18 to help provide for a child
assigned specifically to that sponsor.

Barron also hopes to assist the
Wilhides in encouraging “alumni” of
the children’s home to return for a
special day in their honor sometime
next year. Though early records are
sketchy, projects are underway to
locate the hundreds of children who
have been touched by the children’s
home over the years.

The holiday season seems to be
when many people’s minds and
hearts turn to the children’s home.
People share out of their own
bounty of blessings as groups and
individuals flood the home with vis-
its, invitations to visit, gifts, deco-
rations and food.

“Our Christrmas begins at Thanlss-
giving,” Mrs. Wilhide says, “and is cel-
ebrated every day for a month!”

The children make out wish lists
which are shared with sponsors and
other supporters and gifts are distrib-
uted accordingly. Of course by the
end of the season each child at the
home has more than he or she could
have ever hoped for and, most im-
portantly, they know that they are
loved and cared for.

But Christmas comes only once a
year. Sometimes a donation comes
just in time to satisfy a small heart’s
deep desire, Seven-year-old Shawn'’s
greatest desire in life was to have a
bicycle. He did not pout or whine,
merely expressing his desire with a
wistful expression and a genuine
hope. The Wilhides knew that mon-
ey was tight but they weighed the
issues and knew that Shawn’s hap-
piness was important at that time.

One day when he came home
from school James called him aside.
Shawn stoed quietly wondering if he
had done something wrong. James
disappeared from the room for a
moment and reappeared pushing
shawn’s shiny new bicycle-and

another small heart learned some-
thing about unselfish love. g

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mong Dukes is o member of Westside free
Wili Baptist Chuxch in Johnsonvitle, South Carelina.

Repriated by permission from the November-Detember 1994 is-
sve of Pee Dee Magazine.

To Russia with Love {from page 1Y)

fering we took up for you today. We
raised $3,695.55 for you. We have the
whole amount and you don't have
to worty about raising money any
more. Praise the Lord!”

I was dumbfounded. | wanted to
laugh. I wanted to cry. I wanted to
shout. God had worked through the
good people in my church to raise
the entire amount for the trip, and it
wasn’'t even the end of January yet!

Later, a lady from my church
wrote and said that she had awak-
ened that Sunday morning to find it
raining hard. There weren’'t many
people at church so she, along with
my mother, thought the offering
wouid be low. What a surprise God
had in store for us all.

Yes, my faith has increased.  want
to be as faithful with this opportunity
as the people who made it possible.

ABOUT THE WRITER: Ryan McDougald is o junior ministerig| sty-
dent ot Free Will Baptist Bible Coliege in Noshville, Tennessee.
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