





























other materials which
reflect the doctrinal po-
ifion taken by our de-
omination, During the
past  year,  several
“haryges have been im-
siemented under the

college nor the denomination will be
saddled with a huge load of debt.

This plan to relocate Free Will Bap-
tist Bibie College was discussed on
the floor of the convention and passed
with a near unanimous vote, It was a
historic time in the history of the col-
lege,

Mr. Torn Sass, treasurer, reported
that unrestricted revenues during
199495 totaled $3.3 million and that
the college operated in the black with
a surplus of $28,387.

President Malone reported that the
college had received candidate sta-

Schools and
was working
toward  full

{ Layman of the Year

David Coombs, The Free Wil

Baptist Foun-
dation exists to help Free Will Baptists
manage their financial resources
more effectively and use them to
benefit the Lord’s work. At the end of
1994, the Foundation was managing a
total of $1.5 million in current and fu-
ture gifts for the ben-
efit of a number of
national, state and
local agencies.

Sunday School and
Church Training
Department

This departmen
exists to assist the de
nomination in train
ing and education
Operating under th
name Randall House
Publications, it pub-
lishes books, Sunda
School literature an

cadership of Director
Alion Loveless.

CTS materials are now printed with
full-color covers, Materials for some
age groups have been reformatted.
Depth has been reformatted and a
sample copy mailed to every pastor in
the denomination.

Two new volumes of the Randall
House Cornmentary are being writlen
and will be published as soon as writing
and editorial work
are completed.

Dr. Loveless re-
ported that sales
and other revenues
for the department
totaled $2.3 million
for the year ending
Novernber 30, 1994.
Considerable
progress has been
made in reducing
the department’s
indebtedness.

The  National
Youth Conference
is another impor-

appropriate retirement plans for pas-
fors and other denominational em-
ployees. Low interest rates during
rmuch of 1994 helped hold down fund
earrings. During 1995, however, the
situation improved dramatically.

Bill Evans, director, reported that so
far in 1995, 20 new participants have
joined the plan and 11 have taken set-
tlernents. New depaosits to the plan con-
tinue to be slrong with deposits exceed-
ing outflows by $162,000 during 1994,

The retirement fund contained
$11.6 million at the end of last year.
This is meney that has been set aside
by churches and individuals to help
insure a more adequate retirement in-
come for pastors, missionaries, denom-

tant activity of this

department. Dean

“|Mabel {Mom) Willey and Foreign Missions director Gene Waddell,!
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Jones, conference
director, and Jim McAllister, chairman
of the board, gave a report on current
youth activities.

They noted that members of the
board are attending various youth ac-
tivities and becoming more actively in-
volved in these activities.
The goal is to provide a
wide variety of Christ-cen-
tered activities which
help young men and worn-
enof our de
nornination
grow and
mature in |
i the faith.

; Board of
= Retirement

The Board
&£ of Retire-
E ment exists B

inational employees and others who are
covered by the various plans available.

Commissions

The denomination has four com-
missions to provide specialized ser-
vices. Each presented reports of their
activities and proposed budgets
which were approved by delegates,

The WNAC Fellowship Dinner.
SRR % :

ito provide
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The Comrnission for The- {1+
ological Integrity exists to in- ¢ ¢
form Free Will Baptists about |~
theological trends that might
tend to undermine the doc-
trinal foundation of cur move-
ment. They do this by con
ducting seminars and pub
lishing materials.

Reverend Leroy Forlines
commission chairman, an
nounced plans for a theo
logical seminar to be held al
FWBBC Qctober 25-26, 1996, §
Interested Free Will Baptists |

| Book and publication
§of a generic version
| called Rejoice which
will be sold to church-
es of other denomina-
tions. The work is now
complete and these
hymnals are avail-
able for purchase.

Dr. Vernon Wha-
ley, commission
chairman, outlined
in his report a five-
year plan of action to
provide increased

are invited to attend the

Jim Turnbough.

services to churches
of our denomination

seminar and read papers.
Those who wish to read papers
should contact Mr. Forlines at FWBBC
as soon as possible.

The Radio and Television Cormmis-
sion’s purpose is to help Free Will Bap-
tist churches spread the gospel through
the airwaves. It currently produces a 15-
minute radio program, “Victorious
Faith,” which features announcer Jim
Vallance and speaker Bob Shockey.

In the future, the commission plans
to test 30- and 60-second commercial
public service announcements which
can be broadcast in different areas.
The comrmission is compiling a mail-
ng list of
finterested

e mailing list

Rshould
contact the
Radio and
Television
Commis-
sionat P O.
Box 5002,

When did Ralph Hompten get
that halo?

Antioch, TN 37011-5002.

The Music Cornmission provides a
variety of services to the churches
and individuals of our denomination.
During the past two years, much of its
time has been devoted to revision of
Rejoice: The Free Wil Baptist Hyrmn
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both at home and
abroad. This includes publication of
languages,

music  in  foreign
development of
children’s
music,  rmusic
seminars and
other activities.
The Historical
Corrimission  is
concerned
about preserving
important histor-
ical information,
encouraging his-

and wnriting, and

informing  our
people  about =
our history.

Commission members agreed to
write 25 historical sketches for the
1995-96 Free Will Baptist Bulletin Ser-
vice sponsored by Randall House
Publications.

The commission allocated
$2,000 to purchase fire-proof
cabinets for materials in the
Free Will Baptist Historical
Collection housed in Welch
Library at FWBBC. Commis-
sion members participated in
“Heritage Week” at FWBBC,
and encouraged other Free
Will Baptist colleges to host
heritage week activities as well. |

Committees

Delegates to Convention '95
reviewed reports from three
committees created to study
specific areas and make rec-
cmmendations to the Nation-
al Association.

The first was the Special Investiga-
tive Comrnittee on Alcohol and Drug
Addiction Rehabilitation. Dr, LaVerne
Miley, chairman, reported that the
committee had completed a survey
of 3,000 randomly-selected Free Will
Baptist leaders.

A total of 632 surveys were re-
turned. These indicated that aicohol
and drug addiction is a prablem Free
Will Baptist pastors and laymen fre-
quently encounter. When asked if the
National Association should develop
a program to assist pastors and
churches in confronting this problem,
80% of respondents said, “Yes.”

The committee recommended that
our denomination develop a program
within one of our existing agencies to
provide support, counsel and assis-

: tance to local churches that wish to

minister in this area. The recommen-
dation was accepted by the voting
body; a commmittee will be appointed
to work with department heads to de-
velop such a program.

The report of the Mirnisterial Farmily

2 Life Cornmiftee was given by Dr. Mel-
= vin Worthington. This committee has
: been charged with several responsi-
i bilities. It began its work by examin-

ing how ministers who have fallen
into sin can be restored to the Lord’s
work. The focus of its work this past
year was on prevention. An article,
“Maintaining Sexual Purity in the Min-
istry” by Leroy Forlines, included with
the committee's report, specifically
addressed one of the most common
areas in which ministers fail.

During this next year, the commit-
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tee will study the legal ramifications of
minjsterial discipline and restoration.
At the conclusion of this study, the
committee plans to publish informa-
tion it has collected in booklet form so
it can be used by churches and asso-
ciations across the country.

The Cross-Cuitural Stucy Comumit-
tee presented the final report. This
committee,
appointed
in 1994, is to
assess de-
nomination-
al resources
and talents
in light of
present
need to ev-
angelize
various eth-
nic groups in
this couniry.

During the
pastyear, the
committee
compiled
information on cross-cultural ministry.
It also compiled a list of Free Will
Baptist churches presently involved in
some type of cross-cultural ministry,

The committee proposed o con-
tinue its work by developing a plan to
evangelize cross-culturally. It will work
with churches, district and state asso-
clations {0 determine feasible loca-
tions to begin cross-cultural ministries.
Another consideration is a survey of
all Free Will Baptist pastors to gather
information on trends, opportunities
and needs in their communities.

James Munsey.

Revived in Business

As is the case with most denorni-
nations, a great deal of the actual

work of the denomination is handied
through boards, commissions and
departments. The primary responsi-
bility of the National Association is to
supervise their work.

Elections

During Convention ‘95 voting dele-
gates heard reports from each agency
and approved budgets for 1996, They
also approved relocation of Free Will
Baptist Bible College to its new campus.
They honored Rev. Roy Thomas for his
years of service to Home Missions.

They tabled for one year the amend-
ed and revised [®
charters for sev-
eral depart-
ments and
agencies.
These will corme
up for final ap- |
proval in 1996
in Fort Worth,
Texas. They also
selected Louis-
ville, Kentucky,
as the site of
the 2005 nation-
al convention.

Election of of- E

e Rundl House booth had some great buys.

Resolutions

The convention considered several
resolutions this year, one of which
proved to be controversial. The body
approved a resolution expressing Free
Will Baptist opposition to a 25-page
document, “Evangelicals and Cath-
olics Together; the Christian Mission
in the Third Millennium.” In this reso-
fution, delegates affirmed that Free
Will Baptists continue o recognize
Roman Catholics as a mission field
and that we encourage every local
church to preach the gospel to them.

The voting body also approved a

ficers and board members is also a
major responsibility of the conven-
tion, This year members were elected
to the Home Missions Board, Master’s
Men Board, Board of Retirement, Comn-
mission for Theological Integrity, Radio
and Television Comnmission, Music Com-
mission, Historical Commission, Gen-
eral Board and Executive Cornmittee.
Delegates are responsible to select
general officers to serve the denomi-
nation for the next year, A list of those
clected is included with this article,

resolution condemning racism in any
form and reaffirming our commit-
ment to preach the gospel {o all men
of every race.

The convention approved a resolu-
tion expressing thanks to the North Car-
olina Association of Free Will Baptists
for hosting the 59th session of the Nation-
al Association of Free Will Baptists.

Two resolutions were presented
from the Virginia State Association of
Frec Will Baptists, One dealt with the
Fellowship of Encouragement; the
other dealt with a staternent concern-
ing the book Of Mice and Men which
was published in Co-Laborer. The
body referred both resolutions to the
Leadership Conference to be held De-
cember 4.5,

One resolution proved quite con-
troversial. it came from the North Car-
olina Association of Free Will Baptists
and was titled, “Areas of Concern to
Call Us Back to God.” This resolution
included seven guidelines which
must be signed before anyone can be
considered as a National Association
spealer, board member, department
head or officer.
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The Resolutions Committee rec-
ommended that this resolution be re-
ferred to the December Leadership
Conference. (This year's conference
will be
open to
all who
want to
attend,
Attend-
ees may

lences
existing
“lwithin
LaVerne Miley (I) reportsto |- |© Y T

the Generul Board. lmove-
mernt.)

Considerable discussion on the
floor of the convention revealed di-
versity of opinion regarding the refer-
ral. While many wanted to consider
the resolutions immediately, others
wanted to refer it to the Leadership
Conference as the Resolutions Com-
mittee recommended.

When the vote was taken, dele-
gates voted to refer the resolutions o

the lLeadership Conference in De-
cember. It will be considered there

at a major turning point in its history.
Facing a multi-million dollar relocation
project that will cover several years, it
has no other choice. Unable to pur-
chase additional land or construct
buildings at its present location, the
college must relocate in order to meet
the needs of a growing student body.
Our denomination faces a major un-
dertaking in this relocation,

Randall House Publications and Mas-
ter's Men are taking important steps to
improve their financial positions. Sev-
eral commissions, especially the Music
Commission, have rendered outstanding
service to our dencmination in recent

years,

and a report probably given in July at
the convention in Fort Worth,

Conclusion

Convention ‘95 is now history; in
many ways it was an important con-
vention. Leadership is changing in our
denomination. Two new departrment
directors gave their first reports; anoth-
er one retires later this year.

Both home and foreign missions
continue to report growth. They are
sending out new missionaries, planti-
ng new churches and people are be-
ing saved. New mission fields are
being opened. The Wednesday even-
ing rmissions offering totaled $48,522.

Our youth programs are continu-
ing to grow.
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Resolutions Committee chairman
Millard Sasser.

A crisis in confidence could have
defined our thinking a few years ago.
Many voting delegates did not feel
that boards were managing their de-
partrments adequately. That problem
seems to have been remedied. All
boards are closely involved in the

























































