











While treasures flowed to Rome,
the poor in these lands suffered un-
mercifully. The Gospel records show
us many of these poverty-stricken,
sickly, needy people on every hand
asking mercy from the great Teacher
and Healer.

World Unity

Yet Rome also brought her gifts to
the world. The first of these was
world unity. Rome had completed
the work begun by Alexander; she
made one world of ali the nations of
the West. She broke down all barri-
ers and opened wide the doors so
that the life and thought of all the
peoples might mingle around this in-
land sea.

The Jews were extremnely nation-
alistic and could see or think of no
blessing except as it applied to their
nation. With the world living so close
together and all living under the
same rule and law, and in a great de-
gree speaking the same language, it
was natural that their interest in oth-
er peoples might grow. It was neces-
sary for the Jews to have this world-
vision if they were to be propagators
of Christianity.

It is significant that the outstand-
ing leader who stood for this world-
view of the Gospel was himself a
free-born Roman citizen and proud
of this distinction. Paul’s Roman citi-
zenship helped him to his imperial
view of Christianity.

World Peace

The second gift that Rome gave to
the world at this time was world
peace. In 30 B.C., just thirty years be-
fore Christ, Octavian with his armies
had subdued the last of Rome’s ene-
mies.

Under Pompey, her galleys had
cleared the Mediterranean of pirates
and made possible free and unmo-
lested travel on the seas. Her roads
ran everywhere to carry her legions
and her trade. She had brought in a
new day of traffic and travel. We can
hardly imagine the extension of
Christianity throughout the empire
without this contribution of Rome.

Colture and Philosophy
If Rome made the political contri-

bution of world unity and world
peace, it is equally true that Greece
made her contribution toward a uni-
versal language and cuiture.,

Rome had opened the way to
travel on land and sea. Greece had
opened the way for the human
mind, and one was as important as
the other.

Alexander had carried the Greek
language and culture everywhere. It
was his ambition to hellenize the
world. Rome had conquered Greece
and in great measure had been con-
quered by her culture, philosophy
and language. Greek had become a
universal language. It is hard to esti-
rate the value of this contribution of
Greece to the spread of Christianity.

When we think of the time mis-
sionaries must spend in leaming a
language, we caich some idea of
what it meant to Faul to be able to sit
down and write a letter to Christians
in Galatia or Corinth or distant
Rome. Or when he moved through
Syria, Cilicia, Asia, Macedonia, Acha-
ia, Haly, to be able to speak the cne
language that could be understood
in ail these places.

Greek philosophy as developed by
men like Plato and Aristotle had
caused men to turn their attention to
the unseen realities of life. Even
though they did not know the nature
of these unseen realities and did not
give personality to them, yet it paved
the way for Jesus to manifest the re-
ality of the divine with His personality,

The Apostle John could declare
“in the beginning was the Word—
and the Word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us . . .” (John 1:1,14).

Historians tell us that Greek phi-
losophy made its nearest approach
to Christianity in these philosophers.
Newman in his A Manual for Church
History says, “The possibilities of
uninspired human mind in specula-
tive reasoning were well-nigh ex-
hausted by such thinkers as Pythag-
oras, Socrates, Plato, Aristotle and
Zeneo.”

All this had a part in preparing the
world for the Logos who carmne when
the “days were accomplished.”

The Religious World

As we think of the Jews and their
religion, we are apt to think of the

bigotry and selfishness of the people
and all the defects of their religious
systern. It is true that that which
should have been a blessed fellow-
ship between Jehovah and His peo-
ple had deteriorated into a system of
rules and regulations which robbed
it of its spirit.

However, these were the people
who had maintained faith on the
earth. Their long night of persecution
had led them to cry out for deliver-
ance which they expected with the
coming of their Messiah.

Their cry had been, “Watchman,
what of the night?” In anticipation of
the coming King, Zechariah sound-
ed what might be termed the central
note of their hope when he said,
“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion,
shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: be-
hold, thy King cometh unto thee: he
is just, and having salvation: lowly,
and riding upon an ass, and upon a
colt the foal of an ass.”

They were a scattered people
without a home, without a leader,
but not without hope. There were
among the people of Israel those
who “heard Him gladly.” The time
had come; the days were accom-
plished; Jesus came.

In Jesus of Nazareth was fulfilled
“the hopes and fears of all the year”
to all who had been looking for Him.
It was only after the world had been
made ready for the reception and
propagation of His Gospel that the
Divine-human Redeemer appeared.
u
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Remember Others

For years, my parents have invited
an elderly widow to spend Christ-
mas at their home. She has no im-
mediate family, yet for many years
she has been included in our Christ-
mas observance. She comes to our
house on Christmas Eve to spend a
couple of days.

She is included in all our activi-
ties. We make sure there are gifts for
her and include her in preparations
for a Christmas meal and in farnily
worship time. Christmas is not a
lonely time for her. So, consider
adopting a lonely person during the
Christmas season.

Respond to Others

As your church makes plans for
the busy heliday season, be sure to
include those who will potentiaily
be alone during Christmas. Make
them an integral part of planning in
church activities. Let themn know
that they are significant.

Nursing homes, convalescent
centers and homeless shelters pro-
vide opportunities for ministry in this
area. A Sunday School class could
plan a Christmas celebration at such
a location or adopt one or more res-
idents during Christmas. A choir
could present a cantata or other mu-
sical program for residents.

Your church could plan a special
eveniing for those who will spend
Christmas alone, A dinner/bangquet
during which they are honored
guests could provide an opportunity
to give each person attending a gift.

The youth or young adults could
serve this special meal. A children’s
choir or the adult choir could pro-
vide music. There are many possibil-
ities in such a setting fo ease the
ache of loneliness.

Following these practical sugges-
tions will not only enrich others’
lives but yours as well. Witness the
glow on their faces, the twinkle or
the tear in their eyes as they cele-
brate with others rather than alone,

No longer will they find it neces-
sary to focus their attention on yes-
terday’s Christmas. They can enjoy
today's Christmas as they realize
that they are loved and appreciated.

Yes, they are everywhere, They're

old. They’re on fixed incomes.
They’re somebody’s mother, forgot-
ten grandparent, somebody’s mis-
placed friend. Yet, they need not
spend Christmas alone nor should
they. We can make this Christmas
one they will always remember be-
cause we remembered them. g
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