

















“Just-my-luck” kids look for opportunities
o creote controversy or problems.

They know exactly how to press
your “hot” button. Maybe these kids
start arguments with other students. It
could be stiming up controversy dur-
ing question and answer times or
pure defiance during instruction time.
These kids love to create problems.

“Just-my-luck” kids associate with the wrong
crowd or drag other kids info their mindset.

Face it, if you are a parent or a
youth leader, you worry about who
your kids hang out with. “Who you
hang out with is who you become.”
This is a popular thing for parents
and youth leaders to say and it is frue,

Kids think they can handle it. They
should be able to do what others do,

go where others go, say what others

say, watch what others watch, How-
ever, as is most often the case, kids
{nor aduits, for that matter) cannot
withstand the spiritual pressure when
in the wrong environment.

“Just-a-Blessing” Kids

The second kind of teenagers
who come through my classroom
door are the “just-a-blessing” teens.
These are the kids you can minister
to. They are a blessing to teach and
train. They're looking for something.
They’re ready for the gospel. Maybe
they have tried other things or maybe
they want what other Christians
have. Needless {0 say, these kids are
a lot of work, but they are receptive
to spiritual matters.

“Just-u-blessing” kids are those who need
help and realize it.

They may have some emotional,
physical or psychological battle scars.
Life may have been rough and they’re
searching for something to remove
the pain. As you and I know, Jesus can
help them. God placed them under
my care to provide the help they need.

“Just-g-blessing” kids need love and want
you fo share it,

The world that the average teenag-
er lives in is a cold place. Growing up

is tough. Kids can no longer be kids.
They have to think and make choices

like adults, but in kids' bodies and
minds. They make decisions, quite
frankly, that | didn't have to make
growing up—or have ever had to
make. They need love and support.
They need unconditional love,

*Just-a-blessing” kids have been misguided
and need a new course in life.

Obviously, everyone in society
doesn’t grow up with white picket
fences, a dog, a three-bedroom home
in the suburbs, a caring mom who
stays home and a loving father. Un-
fortunately, the perfect home envi-
ronment is the exception, not the
rule, “Just-a-blessing” kids need to he
guided onto the proper track in life.

Recently, I went four-wheeling. |
rode the four-wheeler onto a path
that wasn’t far from where | was sup-
posed to be. | ended up in the briars
and a very uncomfortable place to
ride. Some kids aren't far from where
they should be; they’re just traveling
in some uncomfortable and poten-
tially dangerous areas.

“Just-o-blessing” kids are hungry and
need 1o be fed.

Youth work is so challenging be-
cause there are so many other things
out there to satisfy the appetites of
the kids. (Pastors may say this is true
for all peopie. The difference be-
tween adults and youth is that aduits
have settled into pattems, Kids are
still experimenting with things.)

A hunger for something is driving
them. They hunger for acceptance,
for love, for direction, for someone to
care, The hunger they’re experienc-
ing can be satisfied by the Bread of
Life—Jesus. That is what [ have and
what I need to share.

“Just-a-Plegsure” Kids

These are the kids who are excit-
ing to be around. Jesus has done
something in their lives and they are
active about showing it. They read
their Bibles, They pray. They are wit-
nesses. They volunteer regularly.
They are eager. | know, [ know. You'’re
probably saying you've never seen
kids like this. Fortunately, God has
blessed me with some of them. They
are “just a pleasure” to work with,

“Just-g-pleasure” kids are true to form.

There is no pretending with these
kids. The Holy Spirit has done a work
on the inside and it shows on the out-
side. When times are tough, they
look to Jesus. When the youth leader
loses his cool, these kids look to Je-
sus. When others fail, they continue
to look to Jesus.

*fust-g-pleasure” kids are faithful to Christ
and the church.

Christ can count on these kids and
so canl. Ina time when no one seems
to keep his word, “just-a-pleasure”
kids can be counted on. Youth group
starts at 7:00 p.m. They'll be there at
6:45 p.m. There’s someone needing a
helping hand, They're there to help
because of Chuist. By the way, you can
tell the difference when Christ is the
reason for the faithfulness.

“Just-Ry-Calling” Kids

All the kids God brings across my
path fall into this category. Every teen
needs someone to share the gospel
with him, to care about his life, and
to bear the burdens life brings. As in
the parable of the sower and the
seed, some kids are more respon-
sive to God's Word. Some ignore it.
Some know the tatk but don't watk
the walk. Some taste it until other
things come along. Some absorb it
and bring forth fruit.

It isn't my calling to pick and
choose who [ want in my youth
group. It is my calling to minister to
the best of my ability to all { encounter,

Are there days I would love to
throw in the towel?

Sure.

Are there days it doesn’t seem
worth the hassie?

You bet,

Are there disappointments and
dashed dreams along the way?

Yes.

However, enough golden rays of
hope have come through the dark
clouds to let me know—it's “just my
fuck” God called me to be a youth
worker. m

ABOUT THE WRITER: Les McMahan serves as youth
leader ot Unity Free Will Baptist Church in Middles-
burg Heights, Ohio.
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greatest example of forgiveness that
we can experience. Our sins are for-
given and forgotten.

One example of forgiveness is giv-
en in Luke 23:42-43, The thief on the
cross asked Jesus to forgive him. Je-
sus immediately granted the request
by assuring the thief that he would be
with Him in Paradise. If we accept
this undeserved forgiveness, the
same promise is given to us.

Two Mer of Poar! Harbor

Once we accept God's forgive-
ness, His love should radiate through
us and we should be willing to for-
give others,

The Pilot

An illustration of this principle be-
gan at the attack of Pearl Harbor on
December 7, 1941, The man who led
the attack on Pearl Harbor was
Japanese Navy Air Force Captain Mit-
suo Fuchida. He had many close en-
counters with death during the four
years of the war, but for reasons un-
explained he was spared.

After the war, Fuchida took up
farming. One day, on his way to
Tokyo, he was given a tract titled, “I
Was a Prisoner of Japan.” It was writ-
ten by the missionary who had given
it to Fuchida,

The missionary had been a U. S.
Army sergeant who was captured by
the Japanese and held as a prisoner
of war for three and one half years.
During his stay in the prison camp,
the sergeant had been given a Bible
which he read on a regular basis.

He became a Christian, experi-
enced God’s forgiveness and, you
guessed it, vowed to return to Japan
as a missicnary upon his release
from the prison camp.

Is this a real example of love and
forgiveness that only God can place
in our hearts upon receiving His for-
giveness and cleansing? To witness
to your enemy, the one who led the
attack against you and held you pris-
oner, has to be one of the clearest ex-
amples of love and forgiveness here
on earth.

The Gunner

The story, however, is not com-
plete. Another man, Joe Morgan, had

been stationed at Pearl Harbor only a
short time when the attack occurred.
He had fired at the Japanese planes
attacking Pear] Harbor.

During the attack, Joe made a
promise to God that he would do
whatever God wanted him to do if
God would just get him through the
attack. God called him to the ministry,

After the war, Joe became an or-
dained minister. He preached love
and forgiveness for years. He thought
he was practicing what he had been
preaching until one day he came
face to face with Fuchida—who was
now a Christian.

Questions raced through his
mind. Could he forgive him? Would
he be able to shake his hand? Would
he be able to embrace him as a
Christian brother? God’s true love
and forgiveness brought both men
through that meeting.

Joe Morgan and Mitsuo Fuchida
were able to embrace one another in
love and forgiveness. Only God could
make that possible.

Interestingly enough, each man
was forgiven by his former enemy.
They were forgiven by the same peo-
ple they had attempted to kill during
the war. Joe Morgan and Mitsuo
Fuchida had exchanged gun fire with
each other. Now they are brothers in
Christ Jesus and have forgiven each
other for past actions.

Joseph and His Brothers

Another Hlustration of forgiveness
took place farther back in history. In
Genesis 37-50, we read the account of
the plot concocted by the brothers of
Joseph to kill him. They sold him into
slavery and he ended up in Egypt.

After about 20 years, Joseph’s
brothers came to Egypt looking for
food. Even though they never asked
for forgiveness, Joseph forgave them.

These men were his own flesh
and blood who had plotted to kill
him and then sold him into bondage.
He was in a position of power which
gave him the opportunity to get re-
venge. Yet, he forgave them because
of his love for God.

Joseph didn't question God about
any of the things that happened in his
life. He just accepted everything as
God's will. This acceptance gave him
the power to forgive his brothers.

You and Me

These stories are of people at-
tempting to kill one another, but
through God’s love were able to for-
give one another. If they can forgive,
why do we feel it so important to
hold a grudge when we have been
offended by a brother/sister in Christ
who “should have a better attitude or
should be more careful about what
they say"?

Many times we condemn others
for not forgiving their enernies, but
we will not even forgive our family in
Christ because they “have not apolo-
gized.” Joseph's brothers did not
apologize, but Joseph manifested a
great example of forgiveness., Why
do we think we must have an apolo-
gy to grant forgiveness?

The next time you are hesitant to
forgive someone, remember the
weords of Jesus in Matthew 6:15, “But
if ye forgive not men their trespasses,
neither will your Father forgive your
trespasses.”

Jesus did not give provisions for
this forgiveness such as an apology
or a written statement of guilt. He just
said either forgive your trespassers or
forget about being forgiven by Hirmn,
He was direct and to the point.

If we remember the mercy that
God had for us, it should be easier to
forgive others. Ephesians 4:32 says,
“And be ve kind one to another, ten-
derhearted, forgiving one another,
even as God for Christ's sake hath
forgiven you.”

That's God’s way. That's the best
way. And because [ am a Christian,
that’s my way. How do you handle
life’s wrongs? m

ABOUT THE WRITER: Charles “Walter” Speass, Jr.,
has been o member of First Free Will Baptist Church
in Tutson, Arizona, since 1954. Mr. Spears teaches a
collegiate Sunday School ¢lass. He also serves os a
deaton and song director,
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from one to the other and not con-
fusing the characters or the philoso-
phies. Witness the books piled in my
bedroom at any one time.

Or I can think about my work and
the people I love, where they are,
what they are doing. Or | can con-
centrate on a project so that some-
one will have to shake me to get my
attention. I am an emotional creature
and not afraid of my emotions. God
gave them to me for a purpose.

Dr. Susan Riley used to say, “No
minority group on earth has suffered
things that women have not suffered
as a group. Have they been bought
and sold? So have women, Have they
been used as slaves? So have women.”

As women, we know what she
meant. Yet women have risen above
this treatment. Those who rise above
it without bitterness give testimony to
the resilience of the human spirit and
the strength of women. And our ex-
perience makes it possible for us to
identify with all those who are put
down, belittled, considered of iesser
value in the scheme of things.

Think of all the beautiful women
who have lived through the ages. 1
have the privilege of being identified
with them,

Of course as Dr. L. C. Johnson
used to say, “No ratter which side
you're on, there's always someone
on it who makes you wish you
weren't.,” Even women!

Biblical Examples
Miriam

Still, I joy in being a woman be-
cause | can identify with a woman
like Miriam. She was a leader among
her people along with her brothers,
Moses and Aaron. Miriam was coura-
geous and daring when it came to
saving her baby brother.

She was known as a prophetess.
She composed the song the women
sang at the Red Sea.

True, she stumbled and fell, but
God put into the words of Micah the
prophet a memorial to Mirdam: I
sent before thee Moses, Aaron, and
Miriam” (Micah 6:4).

Deborah

There’s Deborah, called a mother
in Israel. She must have been a nur-

turer, an encowager. She stood firm
for God and represented His presence
with the army when Barak led themn
against Sisera. Did Deborah compose
the song of praise in Judges 57 At least
she and Barak sang it together.

Ruth

Ruth the Moabitess learned to know
God from her husband and inlaws.
She clung to Him although it meant
leaving her own people and going to a
strange land. She was not afraid of
physical labor. Whatever needed to be
done, Ruth was willing to do it.

Her love and loyalty to her moth-
er-in-law caused the Israelite wom-
en to say of her, “Thy daughter-in-
law, which loveth thee, which is bet-
ter to thee than seven sons.” God
placed her in David's line, in the fam-
ily that would have the honor of
bringing the Messiah into the world.

Esther

Think of Esther. She must have
been beautiful, beautiful enough to
win a beauty contest. Yet | believe
her greatest beauty came from the
inside out. The kecper of the wom-
en, Hegai, was immediately attracted
to Esther. She handled the whole sit-
uation wisely and well. She listened
to good advice. She was obedient to
her cousin Mordecai.

Before the king she showed a
great deal of wisdom, courage and
self sacrifice. The king promised her
anything, up to one half the kingdom.
She asked only for her people. Nobile
indeed was Queen Esther,

Somson’s Mother

Samson's mother—we don't know
her name—knew God. She stands
out as a wornan of faith. When an an-
gel came to her, she believed. She
was willing to accept the task of rais-
ing a Nazarite and being cne herself,
When her husband thought they must
surely die, in her wisdom she pointed
out that God surely did not intend to
kill them. He had just given instruc-
tions for rearing the child and had ac-
cepted a sacrifice from their hands.

Dorcas

Dorcas used her hands and tal-
ents to bless others. Her contribu-

tions were so great that her friends
and neighbors refused to let her go.
Instead they sent for Peter who was
nearby. They showed him some of
Dorcas’ contributions. And through
Peter God restored Dorcas to them.
She became a testimony so that
many unbelievers came to know the
Lord because of her.

Lydia

Lydia was a business woman, a
seller of purple, the stuff used by royal-
ty and the wealthy. But she joined with
other women in prayer, wanting some-
thing more. God opened her heart and
she received the gospel message
brought by Paul and his company.

Lydia opened her home to the ser-
vants of Ged. The doors were still open
even after the men had been beaten
and thrown into jail. [ like to think that
Lydia was a pillar in the church at
Philippi, the church Paul wrote to as
“my brethren dearly beloved and
longed for, my joy and crown.”

Free Will Baptist Women

Fannie Palston

Fannie Polston, a business woman
and dedicated Free Will Baptist, had
a great vision of the possibilities for
the Lord's work among us. She was
astute, knowledgeable with good
discernment, intelligence and sound
judgment. She yeamed for a Free
Will Baptist educational institution
and her name is on the charter of the
Free Will Baptist University, char-
tered in Tennessee in 1907,

She believed in the power of
prayer and started specific days and
weeks of prayer for Free Will Baptist
women. She edited the paper, The
Record, published from Cofer’s
Chapel FWB Church. She is memori-
alized in the women's dormitory at
Free Will Baptist Bible College, be-
cause, like the widow in the New Tes-
tament, Mrs. Polston gave her whole
living to the college before her death.

Lizzie McAdoms

Lizzie McAdams moved ina man's
world, But she was dedicated to God
and o His will for her life. She seemed
to have boundless energy and enthu-
siasm in the Lord’s service. She and
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Leadership Conference
Committee Report

The Leadership Conference devated its time in December
o discussion of the resolutions presented to the National As-
sociation of Free Will Baptists by the North Carolina State
‘Association of Free Will Baptists and the Virginia State As-
sociation of Free Will Baptists in July 1995. At the end of
that conference, this committee was formed and charged to
write a report and fo prepare a statement affirming the
spirit of the meeting and the principles of the North Caroli-
na resolution, reflecting the consensus of opinion in those
areas that seemed to be expressed in the mesting, and of-
fering suggestions about ways to prevent drift in the de-
nomination. The Virginia resolutions were referred to the
Executive Committee of the National Assodciation for action.

We may say, in summary, that the spirit of free and help-
ful discussion which characterized the conference in Decem-
ber also charadterized the committee meefing on Janu-
ary 22-24, 1996. We believe, through both meetings, that
an important measure of understanding was achieved, even
when differences remain. We also found that many of our
people have concerns about the same kinds of things that
the North Carofina resolution expressed concern about, at
least to some significant degree. There was a strong expres-
sion of appreciation, especially during the meetings of this
committee, for the things alf Free Will Baptists have in com-
mon, especially for the great dodirines of the faith that pro-
vide for us a fundamental unity,

The work of our committee, as directed, has been fo pre-
pare a statement, which will follow. We recommend that this
statement be dealt with, ot the National Convention in July
1996, as a proposed amendment by substitution for the res-
olution from North Carolina. That way, if the body votes fo
substitute it for that original resolution, this statement will
become the item of business o be acted on, even though we
have not presented it in the form of a resolution. We present
it as a statement to express the denomination’s common
concerns and commitment.

Statement

There are problems for all branches of the body of Christ,
including the Free Will Baptist people in particular. Some of
those problems are no different from those the church has
always faced; some of them take on new dimensions or se-
riousness in our day. No doubt we should expedt this, given
that the Bible warns us that perilous times shall come, that
evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiv-
ing, and being deceived (Il Tim. 3:1, 13).

The society around us becomes ever more secular and
relativistic, and we hardly escape being affected. The perva-
sive materialism of our times, both as a view of what is re-
al and as a view of what is worthwhile to live for, affects be-
fievers too. Our young people especially, although not ex-
clusively, tend to be more and more negatively affected by
the spirit of the age, by the mind-set of our society about
values and standards.

The Biblical worldview that used to be more or less tak-
en for granted in our country no longer prevails. Even faith-
ful Christians are desensitized to sin, often without realizing
it. Many churches are in decline. Qur denomination does not
experience widespread growth. In far too many places there
is scant evidence of spirifual fervor or of evangelistic zeal. In
many quarters there is perception of a drift away from the
fundamental elements that keep the church alive and well
and frue to its heritage, and it is difficult to argue the falsi-
ty of that perception.

Likewise, from almost every quarter there is a sense of
need for revival and some uneasiness about the future of
our movement if that revival does not come. While we can-
not bring revival by any prescribed formula, we can speak
to concerns and call for commitment in regard to them. And
then we can pray for revival and trust the God whose work
it is to bring that in His own time and purpose.
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