











to be built, as God wants it to be built,
the church must have pastors who
are men of godliness and integrity.

He said, “We need pastors whom
God would classify as vessels of hon-
or.” He stressed that preachers and
pastors must be careful not to repeat
unsubstantiated information especial-
ly when that information is damaging
to other believers.

Sunday Evening

Reverend David Williford, pastor of
First FWB Church in Chipley, Florida,
preached Sunday evening. He chose
as his text Matthew 16:13-18; the sub-
ject was “Building God’s Church.”

Williford stressed that Christ is the
owner of the church and the one who
builds. He said, “Church growth is not
a human activity; it is a divine activity.”

He also pointed out that church
growth is spontaneous. He noted,
“We cannot take credit for growth
because it is God who gives it.”

Camp Meeting

A spirit of worship
was also evident at the
Camp Meeting spon-
sored by the Home
Missions Department
Monday afternoon.
Rev. David Crowe, the |
agency’s director of
missionary assistance,
preached a message
of encouragement
based on Hebrews
12:1

filled with fear and ran from the
wicked queen Jezebel.

In his sermon, Rev. Hall noted
where Elijah was, why he was there
and what he received by being there.
He explained the parallels between
what was going on in the time of Eli-
jah in Israel and what is going on in
our country today. He said, “We are
seeing a great departure from basic
doctrines in this country.”

Leadership Forum

The first portion of the Leadership
Forum Tuesday morning was also a
worship service. Rev. Bob Shockey,
veteran pastor, home missionary and
evangelist, preached on the subject,
“Let the Fire Fall,” from I Kings 18:1-8.

He discussed the enemies of re-
vival, the elements of revival and the
evidence of revival. He emphasized
that “we need to stand up for God,”
and that “revival does not depend on

how wicked the world is.”

New moderator Carl Cheshier (L} and
new assistant moderator Tim York.

Tvesday Evening

The Tuesday evening service was
a special time of worship and praise.
A considerable por-
tion of the service
was devoted to rec-
ognizing the 40th an-
niversary of Master’s
Men, our Free Will
Baptist laymen’s or-
ganization. Members
of the board gave
brief presentations
outlining different as-

He noted the differ-
ence between people
who live in a spiritual

Camp Meeting speaker David Crowe
fikes that point.

| pects of the Master’s
Men work.
A highlight of this

basement and discourage others in
God's work and those who live in the
balcony and encourage others to go
forward for God. He called for Chris-
tians to encourage one another, “If
there has ever been a day when we
need to encourage one another, this
isit.”

Monday Evening

Rev. Tim Hali, pastor of First FWB
Church of Owensboro, Kentucky,
preached Monday evening on the
subject, “What Doest Thou Here?”
from [ Kings 19:1-9. This text relates a
time in the life of Elijah when he was

service was the first
] Home Missions director Trymon Messer. |public performance
of a new song, “God's
Men,” which was commissicned by
Master’s Men and composed by Dr.
Vermnon Whaley in honor of Free Will
Baptist laymen.,

Mr. Trymon Messer, director of the
Home Missions Department, was the
speaker for the service. His sermon,
based on Acts 9:31, was a moving
challenge to rnake church planting
and church building our top priority.

He challenged the congregation
to become personally involved in
soul winning, assisting new church-

A

Kentucky pastor Tim Hall -
preaches keynote sermon,
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Did You Knov

. 53 new participants joined our retirement program in 1995.

.. that the Home Missions Deportment held its first Missionary Troining

and Evaluation Conference this year.

. that our home mission churches overaged 90 in attendance on Roll
Coll Sunday.

. thot the Mexico Bible Institute {EI Seminario de la Cruz) is being re-
located fo Reynosa.

. thot the Free Will Baptist Foundation had assets of $3.2 million as of
June 30,1996,

. that Master’s Men endowment trusts exceeded $100,000 in 1995.

.. that 11,323 copies of both editions of the new hymnal had been sold

by December 31,1995,

. that the International Fellowship of Free Will Baptists was organized
Odtober 16-21, 1995 in Brazil,

. that Confact subscriptions totaled 5,625 in December 1995,

. that contributions fo national minisiries fotaled §8,777,067.71 in

1995.

.. that 455 people attended the Leadership Canference last December.

.. that nine new home missionaries were appointed last year.
. that Ray Thomas is recovering from an accident: a horse feli an him,
. thot fotal incame for the Moster’s Men was §166,462 in 1995; this
represents an increase of more than 546,000 over 1994,

... that 358 people were saved at Curtis Linton's church in Tulsa, Okla-

homa on Rofl Call Sunday.

. that a fotal of 1,234 people were saved in Free Will Baptist churches

on Roll Call Sunday. -

. that the First FWB Church of Decatur, Hlinais, sends mare students to

Free Will Baptist Bible Callege than any ather lacal church.

.. that 47 churches gave more than $10,000 ta Foreign Missions in

1995. -

. that Free Will Baptist Bible College is maving ahead with its reloca-
tion program. L

. that the propased budget for this convention tatals $115,050.

.. that the Free Wil Baptist Foundation is managing a fotal of

§842,881.49 in current endowments to benefit natianal, state
ond locol agendies.
. that two new mifitary chaplains were assigned during 1995.

. that a total of 373 students aftended Free Wil Baptist Bible College

during the 1995-96 school year.

.. that Free Will Baptists in Cuba reported 379 converts during 1995,
.. that our denomination is sponsoring church planting efforts in Yeka-
- ferinburg, a dty of nearly two million people in Russia.

... that 10 young peopte have just returned from Brazil where they min-

istered and witnessed for three weeks.

— Taken from Monday ond Tuesday edifions of the 1994 Convention News

Did you say
lunch?
I'm ready!

FWBBC president Tom Malone.|

ftmmy ond Janie A!dridg
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