











When he was told by the men of the
church that the young evangelist
would be preaching that Sunday, the
pastor became angry and went
home. He didn't stay for the service
nor return that night.

Most churches planned a week of
meetings each year, usually summer
or fall. Many rural churches had two
services each day, morning and
evening. For as many as eight consec-
utive weeks in the summer, my wife
and two little boys went with me to
two services each day, two different
homes for meals, and to someone’s
home to stay at night.

In those days, Jane and the boys
loaded the car the day after school
was out for the summer and never
came home until the day school be-
gan in the fail. .

Prior to this, we lived in the car and
in homes of church people for three
years. No apartment, no house, Our
out-of-season clothes were packed in
boxes and stored in a friend’s garage.

These annual revival meetings in
part-time churches had the largest
crowds and greatest response of all
my years of evangelism. It was not
unusual to have 200-500 in atten-
dance and 30-60 candidates for bap-
tism at the close of services. Many
meetings lasted two weeks, Some
continued three to five weeks.

This doesn’t mean that folks were
more spiritual then, nor that they at-
tended church more often. In fact, in
a quarter-time church, a man could
go to church every time the doors
were opened and be recognized as a
spiritual giant by attending once a
month, on the fourth Sunday.

Churches didn’t have full weekly
programs. People didn't hear that
man preaching at church, on TV, radio
or tapes. That may have been the rea-
son for such crowds and response in
the meetings. There were so many
fields ready for harvest.

The point is: church life, revival
meetings, social and family circum-
stances were different 45 years ago.

Revival: As i1 iy

Things have changed. Few spon-
taneous meetings, like the one in Na-
sor, happen any more. In fact, week-
long revival meetings or evangelistic
services are not a regular part of the

program for many churches. These
have been replaced with other out-
reach ministries, social activities or
athletic events. Some churches still
plan a week of evangelistic preach-
ing, some three days, some three
services in one day, some none at all.

Most churches are now full-time
with three services each week and
other activities on two additional
nights. The average active church famn-
ily is at church ten hours for every hour
a quarter-time family was in 1950,

The pastor is paid more today,
lives in the cornmunity and is expect-
ed to give more time to the ministry.
Still, the vast majority of Free Will
Baptist pastors subsidize their in-
come with other work or the wife's
job outside the home.

The evangelist flies to meetings
more often, stays in motels part of the
time and has an offering income of
about half that of the pastor of the larg-
er church. In 1995, my total church
love offerings were $27 469, Out of this
came housing, all travel expenses,
convention expenses and insurance.
This is the total package. And 1995
was a good year, The top year in the 45
years was $29,000, Most years, income
is between $20,000 and $25,000.

The number of meetings now is
about 40 per year. In times past, ser-
vices have been 52 full weeks, 365
days. That schedule would not be
good for a 64-year-old man, so maybe
the Lord is cutting back to slow down
the pace.

Attendance during week nights is
much below what it was 30 years ago.
There are so few unprofessed, un-
baptized adults attending evangelistic
meetings that often that number will
be zero. Most Free Will Baptist
churches have a limited outreach.

“People are busy,” they say, That
seerns to be true. Most are doing two
things—making money and having
fun, It is the most materialistic, plea-
sure-seeking generation of the last
four decades.

Revival: As b Wil Be

I am no prophet and don't trust
those who claim to be. Most religious
prophets are like Winston Churchill’s
politicians. Once asked what made a
good politician, Mr. Churchill replied,
“It is a person who can te]l you for

sure what will happen during the next
four years, and then give you an intel-
ligent explanation as to why it didn’t.”

Where we are headed and what
the next 45 years hold for Free Will
Baptists is not very clear. Most of that
will depend upon decisions that will
be made as those years come and go.

It does seem that evangelists and
church revivals as they were, will
pass. This is sad. Something will be
gone that cannot be replaced. Preach-
ing night after night deepened convic-
tion in the hearts of saints and sinners.
Consecration services after a week of
preaching always produced a greater
response. There are no other pro-
grams that are good substitutes.

There are other methods of attract-
ing people, building churches, draw-
ing crowds, “Determine what people
want in a church and provide that for
them,” some say. “Make it more con-
venient and fitling to their lifestyles.”

The problem with convenient reli-
gion is that it is foreign to the sacrifice
and self-denial found in the teach-
ings of Jesus. Christ gives men what
they need, saivation from and victory
over self and selfishness.

This will be the need of every in-
dividual in the future. Whatever di-
rection we take as Free Will Baptists,
may our goal in evangelism be to
reach the next generation with this
gospel of salvation from sin, by the
grace of God, through faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ. m

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Bobby fackson is o
full-time Free Will Boptist evangelist who makes his
hame in Greenville, North Caroline. He served 10
years as moderator of the National Association of
Free Will Baptists.
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in this year’s presidential election: “The Republican party
will not win with just our support, but they cannot win
without us.”

During the Monday evening session of the Democratic
National Convention, Christian musician Phil Driscoll per-
formed a beautiful rendition of “America, the Beautiful,”
live on national teievision. :

Whatever your political affiliation, you can appreciate
the influence and representation that Christians have in
both major political parties. Even though politicians of alt
parties may not agree with us on various issues, and
maybe even wish we were not around, they know they
cannof ignore us any longer,

The Realitieg

Not everyone wants Christians to be active in politics,
including some Christians. Those who are not believers
and who oppose Christian involvernent in politics, insist
that we are just trying to impose our morality on every-
one else. However, the reality is, if Christians are not in-
volved in the political and policy-making process, we will
allow others who have no Christian hase or values to im-
pose their fmrmorality on us.

We Christians cannot arrogantly state that we are “tao
spiritual” to involve ourselves in political matters. Even
though reaching people with the gospel is our primary
objective, we are also called to influence our culture. The
New Testament is silent regarding the involvenent of
Christians in government, except for our obedience and
submission to law.

But remember that those who lived in the first century
were under the dominance of the Roman Empire, where
voling and political involvernent were limited to the very
elite. However, if it were possible, I can imagine Peter and
Paul trying to be active in some capacity.

Was it not Paul who wrote, “I have become all things to
all people, so that by all possible means | might save some”
(I Cor. 9:22). I believe this can be applied to politics as well.
We might call Paul a “grassroots activist” trying to influence
the cultures in which he ministered, but 1 think Jesus had a
better description: “salt and light.”

As we become active in the political process, we must
keep everything in perspective. Government, laws and
politicians are not who we put our faith in. These are not
the hope for the salvation of the world. Just because we
may pass the “right laws” does not mean people will stop
committing sinful behavior.

It is easy to think that if we had Christians at every lev-
el of government, then our problems would be solved,
but let's not deceive ourselves. The hope for the world is
in the life changing power of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

When people’s lives are changed, they want to help
change the lives of others and combat the sinful worldviews
in the culture they live. This is what Jesus meant by being
“salt and light” to the world, but we cannot do this exclu-
sively in our church buildings, _

We must get our message out in the mediums where
the people will hear. That means TV, radio, motion pic-
tures and yes, government, If Marshall McLuhan was right
and the medium is the message, then Christians must be
involved in every form of communication to make sure

the right message is being sent,

In order for the laws of the one true God to be reflect-
ed in the laws of our nation and to insure for future gen-
erations the freedom to evangelize, we must be political-
ly connected. Christians should not be involved in politics
for the sake of Republicans or Democrats, but for the
sake of truth and for the sake of the gospel. g

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Sandy Adams, Jr., pastors First Free Will Baptist
Church in Lexington, Kentucky. He is & graduate of Free Wil Baptist Bible Col-
lege and is pursuing @ master’s degree at Asbury Thealogicel Seminary,
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