











win the award for most successful
Christmas advertising. In the spirit of
American TV, their ads feature Ameri-
can families gathering for their tradi-

tional holiday feast of —what else?— -
: " -dish common for celebrations.

. ‘But, oh, the joy of watching" httle_
_chlkdren dressed as angels and shep- -
- herds, of viewing the oriental Mary cra-
- die her newbomn Son. What a privilege
‘to. _share th__e biblical account of Jesus’.
- birth, life, death and resurrection with
“groups of .English students, neighbors
_or nursing - home ‘residents. What a
- heart-warming ‘experience to meet by

Kentucky Fried Chicken!

In the typical Japanese home, the o
immediate family gathers on Christ- -

mas Eve for chicken, cake and a sin-

gle present for each ~child “in-the .
home. Period. The next morning, they -

retum to life as previously scheduled.

Of course we knew Japan's was a ..
culture based on Buddha, not Christ.

A land of 30 million gods, not one God
who sent His :Son 1o redeem a lost
world. That was, in essence, why we
came. But not until that first Christmas
did we feel.the  difference .a non-

Christian, foundation - makes, ‘Why.
should the birthday ‘of Jesus ‘Christ, - s
the founder of Christianity, be a holi-

day in a non-Christian land? -/
The calendar stands as testlmony
to the society’s refusal to acknowl-

edge the significance of Christ, While
ours marks days and years in relation .

to this great historical:event, the
Japanese calendar measures by the
emperial reign. T

Our first ‘Japanese Chnstmas was
not, in fact, acknowledged as 1986, but
as the 61st year of Emperor Hirohito's
reign, And upon his death, the birthday

of his son (the next emperor) became -

a national holiday. So now on Decem-

ber 23 each year, schools and offices -
close in solemn -chservance of the .
emperor’s birthday. But two days later, .
the birthday of the King ‘of kings and :

Lord of lords passes with little notice.

Christmas in Japonese Qﬁ'u;?cii_es |

Japanese believers, however, see

Christmas as a wonderful opportunity
to tell all who will listen about the
newbarn King. Sunday School Christ-
mas pageants, Christmas dinners,
parties for English classes, concerts
and Christmas Eve candlelight ser-
vices are common to churches in
Japan. And, surprisingly, they are well-
attended by curious friends, relatives
and contacts.

At first, we really missed the Ameri-
can-style church Christmas, We've
never sung in a Christmas cantata in
Japan—indeed, most churches are not
large enough to have a choir, and most
Japanese are unfamniliar with “famil-

jar” Christrnas carols, With the Japan- - -
ese believers in charge, the candies.
“may be blue, yellow, pink or purp]e S
The Christmas feast will likely be some -

variety of sushi or sekl-han, arice-bean

candlelight with members of Christ’s
universal church, he_ar the prophet Isa-

iah’s ‘words ring ‘out in another lan- .-
~ guage, and reverently sing praises to
. 'the God who redeerns the nations.

“.The Christrnas season is definitely

._the Japanese “church’s ‘busiest and

most demandlng time of the year. But

“.in many ways, it is also one of the
-most_ fulfilling and fruitful. Japanese

converts particularly like to .be bap-
tized on a day they deem significant—

:a birthday.or holiday of some sort. It's
-a special privi!ege ‘indeed, to see a

"“new babe in Christ take tl'us ﬁrst step
-at Chnstmas SR

Ehrssimas in the Fv’tzssmnaw s Home

Though somety never slows its pace
and we are weary from the spiritual

-and physical demands of the season,
~we always ‘make Christmas a “big
~-deal” in our home. Since moving to the

‘northem island of Hokkaido in 1988,
.. -we have ‘enjoyed gathering with our
" - other Free Will Baptist missionaries to
~celebrate this most special of days.

*Sometime in the fall, we draw

names for ‘our adult gift exchange,

MK’s (missionary kids) look forward
to receiving gifts from all the other
missionaries, who they affectionately
refer to as “Aunt” and “Uncle.”

Also in the fall, we decide who will
cook what delicacy for our traditional
Christmas feast. The one responsible
for the turkey must search out an im-
port meat market and order early, The
one responsible for pies may write to
a stateside friend and request pecans
and Karo syrup, not available in
Japan. Or they may decide on pump-
kin pie and begin by going to the local
grocery store or market to purchase a
pumpkin, .

- The one ‘who brings ‘homemade: - - -
rolls is usually a favorite at our “farmni- ...
T gamenng Somehow the fact that =
~we dor't run to Kroger to buy every- -

* - thing on our list makes those Christ-

_ ‘mas dinners the most delicious of all. * -
" Itjust tastes better to truly appreciative | ~.
taste buds that have planned, pre-or- ;-

.- dered and prepared for weeks ahead. -~ <

":On Hokkaido we never fail to have .-

“a beautiful white Christmas. -As col--
- leagues enter the home, stamping the
“snow from their boots and bearing
packages and delicacies for the day’s

festivities, it's hard to recall what it is
we're supposed to be missing out on.

" Of course we do miss our families

back home, but we also recall the

- promise to those who give up family

for Christ’s sake and the gospel's and

‘we thank Him for this new “family”
“He’s given us to enjoy.

‘And, after all, Christmas is not the
trappings of society, the decorations
or the food. Without all of these, it is in
fact easier to remember the true
meaning of the birth of Christ and per-
sonalize the message of the nativity.
On that very first Tokyo Christmas, the
Lord gave us a special, illuminated
verse to ponder in our hearts each
time we feel homesick and far away
fron home, “And they shall call his
name Emmanuel, which being inter-
preted is, God with us.” With us al-
ways, even to the end of the world. m

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Ruth McDonald is o Free
Will Baptist foreign missionary to Japan along with
her husband, Don and their three children, =
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