




















One of our guests was Rev, Marvin
Dalton. While he was at our house, he
finished writing the song, “O What A
Saviour,” and played out the tune on
our piano. Also, Rev. and Mrs. Melvin
Bingham and others were our guests,
We chartered Greyhound buses and
took our delegates on a tour into
Canada.

At the Big Meeting in Norfolk, Vir-
ginia (1961), we broke rank with the
state convention of North Carolina
Free Will Baptists, and [ still wonder if
that was the right thing to do. Looking
back, [ also wonder about some oth-
er things we have done: Withdrawing
from the National Association of
Evangelicals, Evangelical Foreign Mis-
sion Association, American Bible So-
ciety and Wycliffe Bible Translators.

Why would 1 say that? For over 30
years, | was deeply involved in our
rmissionary prograrn. In order to do the
necessary work effectively, I was
tlirowr in the midst of leaders from
these organizations. | helped in the for-
mation of their various policies, siept,
wept and prayed with themn. 1 knew
their pulse beats for missions and the
gospel, and I knew they were niot the
false teachers and/or irmnposters that
some made them fo appear.

In fact, it was Clyde Taylor of EFMA
who was responsible for our denomi-
nation having the territory we now oc-
cupy in Africa, which is one of the most
thriving foreign fields. Also, had we co-
operated with Wycliffe Translators, we
perhaps would not have a stock pile of
urused foreign Bibles today.

Now don’t misunderstand me, I
would never be in favor of compro-
mising any of our denominational
distinctives, and we would never
need to do so. But to cooperate with
other believers on the fundamentals
of the faith for worldwide witness
and service is not only an advantage
but a scriptural command.

The days that are past in our Big
Meeting hold quite an assortment of
mermories. The revision of our Trea-
tise, debate over the Cooperative
Programn, changing of Sunday School
literature and publishing houses, the
cornrmissioning and firing of mission-
aries, the purchase of National Office
property, the wine and basketball
uniform issue, the giving of reports,
and knowledge of deficit accounts,

Even {hough many of the items
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were somewhat controversial, we
got through them and came out with
a workable solution that enabled us
to move forward in every area. The
memories of spiritual inspiration
through fellowship, music, singing
(and shouting) and great preaching
causes the less pleasant memories
to fade into oblivion.

Memories like the special mission-
ary service on Wednesday nights, with
the altar lined with people {(young and
old), many of them now retired veter-
an missionaries, and many are still out
there in the whitened harvest field.
Memories like the prayer meeting on
top of the “chat” pile in Flat River, Mis-
souri, with Damon Dodd, James F
Milier, Lizzie McAdams, Winford
Davis, Rolla Smith, Eunice Edwards
and many others.

Memories like the deep thunder-
ing voice of Carl Vallance saying,
“Amen,” and sometimes letting out a
“war whoop" of praise to the Lord.
Recently at the Big Meeting, when
the mass choir sang, “O, What A Sav-
iour,” Brother Carl, some older now
and unable to stand, was waving his
handkerchief and praising the Lord!

I know these things happened be-
cause | was at the Big Meeting,

Introspact

My attendance and participation in
the National Association (The Big
Meeting) has enriched my life and the
life of my entire farnily. My six children
were all exposed to the ministry and
participants of the Big Meeting.

As a result, my four sons are all in-
volved in the Lord’s ministry. Cur
youngest, Steve, is a missionary to
France. Charles, Ken and Randy are
also ministering the Word of the Lord
both in word and music. Our daugh-
ters Ramona and Pat are both serv-
ing the Lord.

Perhaps the greatest benefit has
heen to Winona (my wife) and me, It
has been the hundreds of friends we
made and love as the result of being
a part of the Big Meeting. Also, the
ministry and fellowship with the
preachers and saints of the Lord like
J. R, Davidson, L. R. Ennis, L. C. John-
son, Charles Thigpen, Wallace and
Tom Malone.

Others like Melvin Bingham, Ed
Morris, Paul Woolsey, L. L. Stanley,

Clyde Taylor, Torn and Mabel Willey,
Laura Belle Barnard, Louis Mouiton,
Harry Staires, Reford Wilson, J. C.
Griffin, Ralph Staten, Joe Ange, Rolla
Smith, J. B. Bloss, Daron Dodd, E. C.
Morris, Ronald Creech, Roger Reeds,
Charles Brown, Robert Crawford and
John Gibbs.

And more like Fugene Waddell,
Herman Hersey, Stan Mooneyham,
Raymond Lee, Harold Pitts, Wayne
Smith, Robert Picinilli, Bayless McDon-
ald, the Worthington twins, Bobby
Jackson, Henry and Billy Melvin, J. B
Barrow, C. F. Bowen, Agnes Frazier—
and the list is endless of those who
have made an important input into
my life, because [ was at the meeting!

The Prospect

From my present vantage point
(54 years after my first National Asso-
ciation), | can honestly say that [ am
overjoyed at the progress we have
made. 1am grateful for the advan-
tages we have today, The modern
conveniences, muliiplied churches,
qualified ministers, dedicated lay-
men, vanious departments of work,
all designed to obey the last com-
mand of our Lord when He said, “Go
ye into all the world and preach the
Gospel to every creature.”

We have come a long way in over-
coming racial prejudice, bigotry and
doctrinal discord. It is my hope and
prayer that if the Lord tarries, the
next century will show much greater
progress in every area both in num-
bers and spirituality. To go from 200
to 8,000 in attendance, and from a
budget of a few hundred dollars to
millions of dollars is progress.

We need to urgently pray for the
Lord of the harvest to call out workers,
and also pray for our Bible colleges
that they will stay true to the Word of
God and to their initial purpose in spite
of the changing world around us in
these closing days of grace.

| believe that faithful attendance to
the Big Meeting (National Associa-
tion) and participation in the program
will do much to bring this to pass.

I noticed in the FWB Yearbook that
the dates and places for the Big Meet-
ing are already planned for the next 10
years, It would be nice to attend them
all. 1 would especially like to attend
the one scheduled for Detroit, Michi-



gan, July 15-19, 2001, However, | may
be gone,

There is a Big Meeting planned in
Heaven one day, and even though
we do not know the exact date, it
could be soon. At that meeting Chris-
tians from all over the world, from
every denomination, race, creed and
color will gather around the throne of
God to worship and adore our won-
derful Lord Jesus. Those who attend
that meeting will never hear a mo-
fion to adjourn!

[ intend to be at that meeting!
How about you? m

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Raymond Riggs {B1)
has been a Free Will Baptist minister, pastor, evan-
gelist for 60 years. He also served seven years as
geneyal director of the Foreign Missions Department,
Although he no longer pastors full time, Brother
Riggs is still available through “Stateside Evange-
lism” for conferences, revivals, concerts ond interim
pustoral work, He resides in Algood, Tennessee.

He may be contacted af: PO, Box 49334, Algood,
TN 3B504.

Free Will Baptist Bible College
3608 West End Avenue
Nashvilte, TN 37205
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Mississippi
Missouri
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Chio
Cklahoma
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Wisconsin
Canada
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Northeast Assac,
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Dishursements:
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Foreign Missions

FWBRBC
Home Missions

Retirement & insurance
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Commissien for Theo. Integrity 149,29
FWB Foundation
Historical Commission
Music Commissian
Radio & TV Cammission 120.48
Hillsdale FW8 College 1

Other
Totals
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Design. €0-0P Total

$ 14290 % 00 3 142,90
1,215.62 137.40 1,353.02
45,361.03  8,268.33 53,629.36
75.00 1,042.58 1,117.58

.00 .00 .00

.00 00 00

B0.07  7,947.87 8,027.94
2515348  1,650.01 26,803.49
.00 .00 .00

.00 00 00
8,703.06 2,323.79 11,026.85
1,707.46 181.14 1,888.60
.00 .00 00

.00 .00 00
1,146.43 334.09 1,480.52
.00 00 00

.00 225.00 225.00
28,432.52 4,791.14 33,223.66
.00 403.47 403.47
9,068.92 .00 9,068.92
.00 .00 .00

.00 .00 .00

.00 .00 00

00 00 00
250.00 495.66 745.66
9.929.26  3,072.05 13,001.31
50,716.25 .00 50,716.25
24,341.76 141.21 24,482.97
.00 .00 .00
2,71536  1,108.00 3,823.36
5,353.29 315.66 5,668.95
1,020.93 25.00 1,045.93
.00 00 .00
14,048.50 237.67 14,286.17
.00 .00 .00

.00 .00 00

.00 .00 00

.00 .00 .00
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December '95 Y. To Date
53721 % 6,341,586
613.05 6,339.31

21,934.23 344,013.78
924.44 12,325.54
.00 .00

.00 .00
5,228.43 35,187.93
18,086.40 210,415.46
.00 .00

.00 .00
10,639.26 133,486.68
.00 10,869.65
212.00 218.90
.00 353.15
649.88 11,119.41
.00 110,00
1,101.60 2,759.47
39,862.08 207,501.05
787.68 6,130.36
10,885.34 136,290.16
.00 .00

.00 00

.00 00
400.75 7,687.58
1,947.33 22,035.21
7,003.04 128,809.95
62,715.94 645,713.91
23,806.69 266,989.33
.00 .00

7,110.38 127,603,86

4,218.31 76,879.96
835.49 16,690.95

.00 .00
3,157.89 69,1476
.00 .00

.00 180.00

.00 41,93

.00 .00
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$229,461.84 $32,70019 $262,162.03

$ 8,016.43 $17,985.05 % 26,001.48

119,977.33 3,384.46  123,361.79
10,775.40 3,384.46 14,1569.86
83,786.90 2,648.73 86,435.63

764.75 2,060.13 2,824,868
1,331.94 2,060.13 3,392.07
73.58 222.87

686.38 882.91 1,569.29
92.87 73.58 166.45
70.32 73.58 143.90
73.58 194.26

048.27 00 1,048.27
2,641.28 .00 2,641.28

$222,657.38 $2,485,943.08

$ 25,828.25 $ 320,333.19

112,081.03  1,203,175.88
16,773.69 189,023.56
57,267 .41 620,837 .47

2,345.45 34,154 44
3,094.30 42,707.83
160.85 2,121.56
1,237.76 19,659.38
134.77 1,906.38
134.77 1,831.29
160.83 2,167.77
1,257.48 15,542.74
2,180.79 32,481.59
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The Feet Washing Baptists

By Danny Dwyer

‘centered.ambitions.

i “ games of the Pharisees shows us that

(e M 23:16F),

glous games some play. "

e but to show that even the world rec-
DR zogmzes that sQme thmgs inlife are to
- - be treated with respect. The jeering

}E"sorne self~exammataon

“outh. Afnca.s.lmown f01 il’S dla-:; R L
. “mond industry, The late'evange- o000 00
list, Vance Havner, told the story “ .
of ‘childrenthere playing:mar- = =
. P bles with: dlamonds Itseems -

: _"_':the value of the gems was m51gmﬁcant-' L _
. in.comparison to the. games the ‘chil- . -~ intimate - -discourse :

o lthetween tJesus -and .|
“thisi 15 a trait of human nature in rela- < His " d15c1pies in-the.
- tion to spiritual diamonds, We havea i
tendency 10 piay games with: them. -
Those ‘games :are often thinly veiled "

_disguises.to cover: our pnde and self R

“‘modeled, by:the act - T
of .washing the. dxsexples feet HlS
-own divine humiliation in Eeawng His
- kingly throne in heayen and becom- - .
“inga. rnan w1th on!y meager matenal
.means,
]ncluded in the works of Chnst inin- j_ n
- terpreting the occasion was the clear
-command for us to show the same
“type of servant's heart toward our
“brethren. This is nothing to trifle with,

- However,it doesn’ t seem that God =
__1s vely impressed with our games. Je- .
. sus" words ‘of rebuke to the religious .

- spiritual life is not to be taken lightly .
- “There ‘was a popuIar anu estab-
lishment song ‘of the 1960s titled, “Oh -

- " The Games People Play.” Part of the -
"song included ‘a ‘reference to reli- -

" ““of the world about those who play at = -

Gospel fecording the

upper - room. Jesus:

- The truths communicated in the

“deliberate action .of Christ embedy .::--'
" the very essence of Christian theolo- - -
- gy and life. What greater truth could

This is not 10 approve the. sohg, “there be than the Son of God hum-

' '-'_.-;'.came our sin-bearer (cf. Phil, 2:5-11). -

'Jesus und Feet Wushmg

e ne of the Bnble scenes dxspiaymg B
precxous tmth 1s found An Johns;..'f

“ - Inaddition to this, Christ command- -
© - ed us to display sich Jove toward our .
brethren that we are to willingly place - -
b ourselves in the Chnst posmon of bemgg'- ol

servanis All thlS and more is commu' S

. nicated in the act of Christ washing the = 1" .- .
. disciples’ feet and commanding usto: = -
follow : suit. Again, “these -are ‘great " = .-
~truths, diamonds if you will, of 1nvalu- S

_ able quahty for spmtual i]fe '

Denomlnuhonul Dlstmctwe -
* Probably the majority of Free Will

' Baptists practice feet washing as a -
-ritual, Some do not. Those who see:
-~ feet washing as an ordinance to be * = -

~bling Himself to become a man and - continually ‘observed in. the ‘local - o

“suffer death on the cross with all of."
3-; 1ts embarrassing elements’? S
§ <. 'His death was more than death n oo
' "3'_f:the Christian . life - should ‘cause us o+ the 'usual ‘sense ‘of - the word ‘He suf- "

" fered the wrath of God for sin as He be- - o :
» . practice in the assemblies:of: believ-: .

“ers. At the least, some: of them took -
- the WOrds of. Chnst to.mean that it =

- church have every- compclhng rea-
~“son to so.believe. The ‘imagery is. -
vivid and the meaning unmistakable. - -

The history of the. early ¢churchin-
cludes -several references to’ the:

was 1o be 1ncluded in. the llturgy of__- :

g the church




Howeve1 to those who do not be-" -
o 'heve that feet washing should be ob- -
.+ served as an ordinance, the truths il-
“Justrated by the ritual are nonethe-

- less binding upon one’s Christian hfe

-and conscience,

. - The intent here is to show that no
-, matter. what one's position may be

. -about feet washing as an ordinance,
- -the truths displayed by the act are not
optional in Christian life. Of course, it

‘is possible to practice feet washing

“as a ritual while having an unmmgat-_ _

ed pride about it.

- It is also possible to scom the rltu-.

' _al under some ruse (e.g. “It was only

a custom and not a command?) and .
display the same kind of pride. Both
are wrong. Both are games people .,
play. If one believes the triths of feet
. “washing, then one is compelled to
- obedience no matter what his view

about its liturgical significance.
_ I have often been asked what is dif-
‘ferent about Free Will Baptists (usual-

~. ly in comparison to other Baptists).

The frank answer sometimes is, “Not
much.” While there are some doctri-

nal differences, we are also known as e
“What if our churches were known

7 *feet washing Baptists.”

- .But if the mere practice of feet
- washing sets us apart, then we have
- missed ‘the point, The quality -of

" Christian life is never to be measured

by rituals or forms (cf. Mt. 23:5; 11 Tim.
-7-3:5). However, if the truths pictured
by feet wash;ng were -consistently

' prdctzced ‘there would be much that

R dlffexent about us.

Meumng Behmd Practice

" Atthe college where 1 teach we
.take a chapel service on Good Friday
to share. communion and engage in

L feet washing. { don't think we are
" -unijgue in this. It is a common thing -

“to have students, and occasionally, a

-'_faculty member :who'have :never
.~been in a feet washmg service, One

.’ incident stands out in my mind." -
A new faculty. member from an- .

_ other denomination had never seen

- this done and shared with ‘me her
"’ reservations about it.  asked herto at - - &
Jeast ‘watch ‘the practice ‘and w1th-__
~hold judgment until after the service,
- She ‘agreed, - Following the 'service -

she told me of being so moved by the

- -display of Jove and testimonies that :

-she pamcnpated too.

- That is ]ust the pomt with the ser-

- vice and the intent of the act. Skepti- "

“cal attitudes ‘usually dissolve at the
~ genuine dlsplay of Chnstian 10ve and
_fellowship. = L

Perhaps 1t is 1deahst1c to suggest

“that ieturnmg to the simplicity of the
--Servant’s heart may just be what we

need, However, | cannot think of a
qxcdter need among us that would

put us in a position of being blessed
- by the Lord than just that, - -

‘There is a tendency for us to stand

_.over one ano_t_her as if we are in au-. -
*. thority. Should we not be kneeling be- - .

fore one another? The place of true
spiritual power is in the role of the ser-
vant (Mt, 20:27).

Jesus said, “If you know these
things, happy are you if you do them”

Co(In. 13:17).1 do not think He meant
that if one merely engaged in the act -
of feet washing it would bring him a

sense of happiness, especially when

*. one considers all of its embarrassing
“‘elements. | believe He was speaking

of the joy that accormpanies freedom

- from pride and selfish ambitions.

~Think about it for a moment.

for having this spirit of selflessness?

What if the actual meaning of feet
-washing -was _the wusual display

among us in our wider assemblies?

" Do vyou -suppose that -this ‘would -

please the Lord and He would visit

us in renewal? 1 am aware that we

canno_t..have revival unless we con-
front ‘our sins, 1 am also saymg that

~ this may well be one of the sins we .
need to confront. '

Are we playmg “Bowl Games”? =

ABOUT THE WRITER Reverend Dunny Dwyer e .
cently accepted the pastorate at First Free Will Bop-
*tist Church in Florence, Alabama. He is completing

his teathing -duties this semester af Southeastern

Free Will Bupnst College in Wendeli North Curui;nu

._.':: - Capital Stewardship/Victory Campaién i
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Update

~ “State Goal Gifls  Balance
" Alabama §76,397.63 5 500115 §71.39648
Arizona 1,228.93 288371 (1,65478) .-
Arkansos 7686094 4330213 3355881
Attamtic Conedo 1,570.51 897.06 67351 -
-Lolifornia 12,216.76 144420 57172546

. Colorade 789.18 1,165.00 {375.82}
. Horide 20,703.30 6,34742  14,355.88
--Georgi 3837919 28,990.88 9,188
-Haweii 184.54 72726 (542.72}
‘Idoha 35337 2500 32837
- Hlinais 16,176.29 494947 1122682
- Indigna 786827 184675 6,021.52
lowa 266.99 .00 266.99

" Kensas 1,287.82 28000 100782

- Kentucky 35454.34 594929 29,505.05
Louisiona 9423 192500  {1,830.77)
Huryland 6,812.10 1,539.38 52117

. Michigan 1511619 16,004.22 (688.03)

Mississippi 15,559.86 384323 11.716.63

- Missouri 60,484.40 3379491 26,089.49
Hontana 2748 100,00 {72.52)

.- “Nebraska 102.08 119.00 16.92)

" New Mexico 596,80 630,55 {33.75}
North Corolina 59.118.06 713140 51986.66
Northeast Assoc, 863.41 270.00 81341
“Narthwest Assor, 1,087.58 201.00 866.58
Ohio 4092366 1958810 21,335.56
Oklohoma 92271.40 1043208 81,8395
South Caraling 1833575 310200 1523375

“South Dakola 17500 {175.00)
Tennessee 78,557.09  60,667.06  17,890.03
Texos 154720 739152 4,155.68
Yirginia 2432333 202791 2279540
“Yirgin Isfands 200.00 (200.00) -

~West Virginin 46,204.51 1,023.00 4518151
Wisconsin 61.00 {6100} -
Other 297885  (2978.85) ¢

- “Totals §765,583.39 $277.014.49 5489,568.90 -

Directory Update

ALABAMA

Danny Dwyer ta First Church, Flarence from
Southeastern FWB Coltege, Wandell, NC

MISSOURI
Ray Littrell fo Faith Church, St. Louis

TEXAS

Stephen Hotris to Pleasant Mound Church,
Bufalo Springs from Southsida Chuich, Fort
Smith, AR

Adlen Moore to Buncombe Church, Corthage

Ned Graham to Eastside Church, Houston

Waner Collies o Zion Church, Corpus Christi

Jeffrey Connar ta First Church, Corthoge



































































