























Overcome Barriers

There are bairiers to overcome.
Ray Bakke in The Urban Christian re-
minds us, “Missions can be divided in-
to two categories. First, there is the
traditional mission to people who are
geographically distant from us, The
second category of missions is to peo-
ple who are culturally distant from a
church but living under its spire.”

Let me tell you what many pastors
in the United States already know-—
we need to plan and work like foreign
missionaries. Villalba, Doropo, Araras
and St. Sebastien do not have a mo-
nopoly on cross-cultural ministry.

The Courage to Try

Many of us confess that we are
challenged by cross-cultural mis-
sions, never thinking that we would
be thrust into this arena, unlearned
and untrained! Fortunately, our lead-
ers in missions and education are
moving to face the issue.

Our Home Missions Director said,
*“We do not know how to build urban
churches.” He has led us to the start-
ing place of learning, This urban
challenge is bigger than all of us.

Free Will Baptists are inexperienced
in urban settings. Few, especially those
in suburban and nural areas, have the
answers we need. Let’s accept the
challenge, marshal our resouirces, refo-
cus the dedication that marks our peo-
ple and become effective in the cities.

We may be termpted to label words
like “culture” and “ethnicity” as excus-
es for not growing, but they are the re-
alities we face. Unless we recognize
the challenge for what it is, we will fail
to address the issues head-on. As
humbling as it may feel, we need to in-
terface with other Christians who have
developed skills through experience.

What We Did Well

Free Will Baptists have had
tremendous impact in some cities.
Many of our churches in the north
tend to be sub-cultures of southem
Christians, visitors to a northemn city
until retirement pulls them back to
their roots, Thank God that we have
been at our best reaching those won-
derful people living in a strange land
because of work opportunities,

However, the sober reality is that

we have often failed to reach the peo-
ple of the city and suburbs who were
there before the southerners arrived.

We forget that there was a strate-
gy, even marketing if you will. Ser-
vices were planned appealing to
southerners. Southern gospel music
attracted people to our churches. We
knew them well because we were
like them. Music, cultural practices
and vocabulary were naturals.

In urban ministry we are trying to
reach people we do not understand
well. Quite a disadvantage, even to the
most dedicated. We expect people to
become like us and we, unknowingly,
put our owr spin on the gospel.

David Hesselgrave characterizes
the core issue of any church mission
in Planting Churches Cross-Culturally,
“The ulimate objective in evangelistic
communication is clear and persua-
sive presentation of the gospel to
every person we can possibly reach
within the area of our responsibility to
those whose hearts have been spe-
cially prepared by the Holy Spirit; to
those to whom there are in-built chan-
nels of communication; but also to all
who will hear us. We want them to re-
spond in repentance of sin; faith in
Christ and commitment to His cause.”

What We (an Do

Jesus teaches us in the parable of
the soils that sowing seed is one thing,
while receptivity is quite another, Excite-
ment fills the air when those who have
been waiting to hear the good news re-
cejve it. Look at the former Soviet Union!
Contrast that with sowing in rocky
places where the thrill is missing be-
cause the decision reports are meager.

No doubt that is why some suggest
searching for southern people living in
Chicago, because that kind of church
would be easier to grow than trying to
reach Poles, Italians, Hispanics or
African-Americans, not to mention
the yuppies in Lincoln Park.

If we're looking for a quick fix to
satisfy number crunchers, let's pull
out of Japan, Europe, South America
and all major cities, Forget the Mus-
lims, the generation X-ers, profes-
sionals and anyone else who is not
easy to reach at this time,

Our brethren in Europe, the Amer-
icas and Asia could teach us a lesson
about staying power while preparing

a more receptive soil for those who
follow. Today’s conversions in Céte
d'ivoire are the result of faithful sow-
ing and cuitivating in years gone by,
Please understand. Chicago may
not he any more difficult than any-
where else, Faithful men have served
well before, What makes the Chica-
go mission effort unique is the delib-
erate choice of Northwest FWB
Church to reach the northemers,

What We Face Now

Chicago has the second largest
Catholic diocese in the country. Paro-
chial education rivals the city school
system for students. Local parishes
rmaintain a working relationship with
the city which pays off handsomely.

Whether a Catholic is devout,
practicing or dissenting, the aura of
the church is overwhelming.

If anyone wishes to question the
vatue of religious education, he ought
to evaluate the lasting impression that
Catholic indoctrination has achieved.

For many in Catholic country, a Bap-
tist is a high-risk person. Like Baptist
parents who warned their kids about
Catholics, many Catholics have not tak-
en kindly to Baptists. You can imagine
the attitude toward a soutfrern Baptist.

People always fear what they do
not know, and in Chicago being Bap-
tist is questionable. I recently attend-
ed the funeral of a new member’s fa-
ther at Mary, Queen of Heaven Cath-
olic Church. Although [ had beenina
Catholic church many times, [ was
uneasy about the funeral mass liturgy.

[ was not sure what was going on
and what [ was supposed to do. |
walked away wondering how one of
those parishioners would feel if he
visited my church?

Penetrate the City Mentality

The city mentality is different.
With that European closed mind the
message is often, “You leave me
alone and I will leave you alone.”
Travelis measured in time, not miles,
People are in a hurry and they do not
connect easily with strangers.

Barriers like these call for a strategy
to penetrate the resistance. Penetra-
tion takes time and makes you feel as
ifyou are beating your head against the
wall. This is why moving into an area,
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putting up a shingle and preaching the
gospel does not always result in peo-
ple knocking down your door. Does
that happen at the church you attend?

The Urban Pastor

Free Will Baptists have often minis-
tered in a friendly culture, That is, we
fit in with the community and the pre-
vailing Protestant mindset. Now we
see the need for pre-evangelism,
God's way of drawing people closer
to Himself before they are ready to re-
spond in faith. The effects of pre-evan-
gelism take time, which creates prob-
lems for church planters who are un-
der the gun to produce quickly.

Urban church specialists often re-
sist initiating public services until
they have been in the area for one or
two years. They use this time to leam
the people and establish themselves
in the community.

Effective church planters discern
the felt-needs of the people. Under-
standably, critics react to the notion of
felt needs and fear a cave-in to culture
or the tail wagging the dog. But look-
ing for felt needs is merely staking out
common ground in the love of Christ
for a greater receptivity to the gospel.
Hurting people listen when caring
people speak.

I'll never forget FWBBC President
Tom Malone telling me in 1981, “The
key to your church’'s effectiveness is
persuading the community you care
about them.”

One of the hardest things for a
church planter is the expectation (or
perceived expectation) of others
around the country. Denominational
meetings are dreaded where they are
quizzed, “How many are you running
now . .. Have you ever tried . . . 7"

Such advice is rarely helpful. We
may feel better about our own frustra-
tions when we become experts on
someone efse's work.

Clear Expectations

Expectations must be clear. Plant-
ing a church in the city has no differ-
ent objectives than any other work.
The circumstances change depend-
ing on where you are in the world.
We need hard-working men and
wornen to plot a long-term strategy.
They should be held accountable for
the following:
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« Access the understanding and favor of the locals, if
possible,

« Conned to the “ready fo receive the gospel,” if
there are any.

+ Establish o presence and convince the community
of your care.

+ Be rentive to gain o wide hearing for the gospel,

Freedom To Adapt

Let me say this as gently as possi-
ble. Freedom to be creative is a strug-
gle any church planter faces who has
a denominational connection. Pres-
sure may be conveyed that the mis-
sion should look and act like other
churches in the denomination. Peo-
ple want to find a church there just
like the one they attend back home,

‘We forget that the typical 20th cen-
tury church is quite unlike those first
century fellowships. We've changed
from the {9th century methods and
practices. How unreasonable we look
suggesting that the 21st century
church look like a 1960's church.

While we may not want fo make
adjustments, the effective urban
church will be drastically different.
The best thing we can do is over-
come aversion to different styles and
approaches in ministry, and support
those who venture into this new are-
na. After all, our goal is reaching peo-
ple with the gospel of Jesus Christ!

Four Supportive Actions

What can we do as fellow Free
Will Baptists who may be unfamiliar
with an urban ministry? Be support-
ive by taking the following actions:

Prayer

Pray for the missionary family. The
pastor’s family faces enormous pres-
sure. Family members often get busy
maintaining church programs and
neglect personal and family needs.
Expecting full programs from a mis-
sion church is not only unrealistic but
destructive to the pastor's family and
the future of the work.

Trust

Give the church planter the bene-
fit of the doubt as he follows God's
leading for the ministry. Why should
we expect him to build a church like

ours in such a different environment?

Remember, the church planter's
objective is to reach people with the
gospel. Some of the trappings we
hold dear may have little to do with
the gospel,

Accountability

While it is proper to hold a mis-
slonary accountable, ask yourself,
accountable for what? Attendance
figures? We who require account-
ability from others must keep an eye
on ourselves, lest we question the
missionary's effectiveness while our
owrn churches stagnate.

Encouragement

Encourage missionary leaders
and supervisors to study urban min-
istry and interact with those God is
already using with great effective-
ness. Perhaps we should rethink
some of our approaches. Praise God
for the new partnership between
Free Will Baptist Bible College and
the Home Missions Department,

Free Will Baptists are people with
a pioneer spirit. We expect obstacles.
We now stand at an opportune time
in our history. We know that diversity
is a strength which can be focused
on the common goal of reaching lost
people not only in the country, but al-
s0 in the city.

Let’s dig deep in our pockets and
kneel long on our knees, In the
world-class city of Chicago—a city
full of despair—we know that hope is
noi found in a new archbishop, the
mayor or a tax increase. The real
Chicago hepe is Jesus Christ! m

: Reverend Daryl Ellis pastors
Butterfieid Free Will Baptist Church in Avroeg, ifli-
nois. He serves as moderafor of 1liinois’ Fox River
District Associatian and as @ member of the nation-
al Commission for Theological Infegrity.





































































