














trate different types of evangelism. :

He pointed out that there are different | -
motives for evangelism and different |-
ways to evangelize. There is no one
method or strategy which will work in
every situation. He reminded us that the
messengers in biblical times were gener-
ally faymen.

In the closing part of the message, Rev. : :-:Free Will Buphst Blble Coilege e e ©23.0%
Norris discussed why it is important 10|, Foreign Missions .i...... ST riepeen - 23.0%
win souls. He said that the church should | - Home Missions ... L 18.0%
win souls because of the peril of Hell, be- .- Retirement and Ehsurunce 14.0%
cause of the price Jesus paid, because of | “Master’s Men ... it L 14.0% -
the products soul winning produces, and | - - Free Wil Bopfls’r Founduhon L 6.0%
because of the power of Jesus to save. | .Commission for. Theoiog:col Infegnly . vreereniraes T 0.5%

On Wednesday evening, many young |- Historical Commission .............. B P Ao 0.5% -
people committed their Jives to serve God | - pusic CommISSION ..., EOARUR ORI N0.8%
in whatever way He might lead them. The} - Radio und Television {Media} Comm:ssmn..'.;.i;...'..'....‘_.._ 0.5%
worship services were an important Pt} - - Jofal ,i.....: vvvwwesssesrsesssssperscesseens i sinsiisinn oo s s s 100:0%

of Convention '97. They will continue to in-
fluence us in the future.

i 1998 Together Way Allocatlons
The Budgel Commiftes recommends that g:hs recewed through The Togelher Wuy Plun be uﬂomted fo lhe nutmnul mm-
istries™on the foliuwmg busu : :

l Underwrile the Executive Office 'Admmlslrutwe Budget uhove das;gnuted glhs not to exceed 45% uf touperutave gifts.
2, Dlsburse the hulance nf (onpemlwe gnhs to the followmg ntmonul mimslries u{mrdsng to these percen!ages ' B

" MI these mm:smes recewe funds !hmugh lhe Togelher Wuy Plun except for 1he Sunday School und Church Trcunmg De-
purlmem whuh is self sustulmng

Aflame In Music

Music plays an important role in worship for Free Will
Baptists, and that was certainly true during Convention '97.
The quality and variety of music presented has improved
each year. This year the congregational singing was out-
standing; it was often accompanied by the instrumental
ensemble and brass choir.

The evening services on Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday included outstanding musical programs.
Tuesday evening was the most outstanding. Ensembles
from four Free Will Baptist Colleges (Free Will Bapiist
Bible College, Southeastern FWB College, Hillsdale FWB
College and California Chnstlan College) sang T! hey also

Convention organist Carol Reid.

combined to form a group under the direction of Dr, Ver-
non Whaley. The group was accompanied by the instru-
mental ensemble and Mr. Charlie Pagnard, an outstanding
trumpet player with the Cincinnati Pops Orchestra. Their
rendition of “Look and Live” brought amens from all over
the convention center.

On Monday evening the Mass Choir sang “Oh What A
Savior” under the direction of Rev. Doug Little. They were
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" curing the week.,

accompanied
by the brass
choir, piano and
tympani.

A number of
individuals and
groups  from
Free Will Baptist
churches sang

These included
Bill Gardner,
Tammy Taylor,
the Convention
Ensembile, the JEN.
Jim Turmbough S
Family, the Mor- |8
lans, the Sweet- §
er Rain Trio,
Curt and Becky
Gwartney, and =
Oneida and Jeff
Martin. On Wednesday evening a special men’s chorale
sang under the direction of Dick Martin.

The music did more than entertain us; it brought us info
the presence of God. The Music Commission and Music
Coordinator Randy Sawyer are to be commended for their
work. They brought together an outstanding musical tearn.

There were two other special musical activities during
the week. At 7:00 a.m. on Wednesday morming, the Music
Fellowship held its annual breakfast. Charlie Pagnard of the
Cincinnati Pops Orchestra performed and then talked
about his Christian life and ministry through music.

On Wednesday afternoon the Music Commission held
its annual Choral Clinic. For a payment of only $19.95
those who participated in the clinic were able to purchase
about $200 worth of recent Christian music.

They also had opportunity to hear and sing some of the

Instrumentat Ensemble director Chris Truett.




Chief usher Raymond Lee {R) points the way.

. Several new missionaries were ap-
B pointed in recent months. They include
£ David and Annette Aycock (Brazil), Sam
Bl and June McVay (Spain}, Ginger Harrison
PR (Cote d'Ivoire), Tract Epps (Cote d'voire),
Kevin Stacey (Central Asia), Verlin and
8 Debbie Anderson (Cote d'Ivoire}, Anthony
B and Lea Edgmon (Spain} and Tim and
Kiisti Johnson (Spain). The board changed
the status of Mirial Gainer from associate
missionary to career missionary.

During Convention '97 the denomina-
tion officially recognized the contribution
of Fred and June Hersey to Free Will Bap-
tist foreign missions. They will soon retire
to Dothan, Alabama. The convention also
noted that Walter and Marcia Ellison will

best Christian music cwrently available. Convention 97
gave Free Wiil Baptist musicians a good opportunity to learn
what is happening in the field of church music.

Aflame In Outreach

Free Will Baptists have always been a missionary-mind-
ed people, and they still are today. Our home and foreign
missions programs continue to grow, develop and mature.
We are sending more missionaries to more places both at
home and abroad than at any time in recent history,

Foreign Missions

According to the Foreign Missions Department, some
1,516 people accepted Christ in 12 countries during 1996
as a result of Free Will Baptist missionary work. We now
have 86 organized churches and 37! mission works on
foreign fields. There are now 45 ordained ministers and
264 licensed and lay preachers.

In Cuba alone, 18 new missions were started in 1996,
Thirty young men answered the call to preach. Thirty-four
young people are serving abroad this summer. Nineteen
students have just returned from Russia and Panama as a
part of the Teens Equipped and Active in Missions (TEAM)
prograrm.

South Brazil,
During 199
Free Will Baptis
gave a total of $4.
million to foreig
missions, Total e
penditures for th
year were $4.
million. Delegate
approved a $5.
million budget fo
1998,

Home Missions

The Home Mis-
sions Department *
a]Jso reporlt)t.:lé mal?y Monday song leades, Scott Buliman.
positive developments during 1996. Six new missionary
farnilies were appointed.

They were: Dwain and Debhie Crosby to the Conroe,
Texas, area (Joint Project workers with Texas), Keith and
Sheila Perkins to Cincinnati, Ohio (Joint Project workers with

General Board Breakfast on Monday morning.
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Ohio), Chris and Jan Clay to Indianapolis, Indiana (Joint Pro-
ject workers with Indiana), Derek and Missy Bell to Lewis-
burg, Tennessee (Joint Project workers with Tennessee), and
Jerry and Julie Barron who were reappointed to Mexico.

The department is becoming more involved in cross-cul-
tural ministry. Jean Guerrier was approved as a Joint Project
worker with the state of Florida. He is ministering to and
reaching his own Haitian
people in the Deerfield area.
His church has an atten-
dance of approximately 40
people.

During the week of May
19-25, 1997, the Home Mis-
sions Department co-spon-
sored a Cross-Cultural Insti- 338
tute with Hillsdale FWB Col- N
lege in Moore, Oklahoma,
and The Seminary of the
Cross in Reynosa, Mexico.
This institute was designed
for people from the United
States who have an interest
in cross-cultural ministry
{especially in working with
Hispanics).

Mr. Trymon Messer, Home Missions general director, re-
ported that the Church Extension Loan Fund loaned more
than $2 million in 1996. This makes a total of 118 churches
which have borrowed money from this program. Income
for the department in 1996 totaled $3.3 million. A budget of
$3 million was approved for 1998, '

The department reported that 2,553 churches participat-
ed in Roll Call Sunday with a total attendance of 211,283.

On Monday aftermoon the department sponsored a
Church Growth Conference with Rev. Richard Adams as
the principal speaker. At this conference it
was announced that the Build My Church
campaign is within $93,000 of reaching its
goal of $1,000,000 to help buy jand and
build buildings for churches in urban areas. J§

Director Messer also discussed the Mis-
sionary Training and Evaluation Confer-
ence which will be held in Nashville, Ten-
nessee, on January 5-7, 1998. This year the
program of this conference will emphasize
church growth.

The special speaker will be Dr. Stan Tol-
er, nationally known speaker on church
development and pastor in residence at
Southem Nazarene University in Bethany,
Oklahoma. The conference is open to al}
interested pastors. Those who would like
to attend should contact the Home Mis-
sions Department foy more information.

Home Missionary Jeff Crabires,

Melvin {L) and Milton Worthington entertain assistant clerk Keith Burden.

Church in Gastonia, North Carolina. Mr. Sawyer discussed
Revelation 3:1-22. He gave a comprehensive discussion of
the historical background of Sardis and Philadelphia. He
outlined the problems these churches were facing and
lessons that we can leam frorn them,

Two of our national departments have special respon-
sibilities in the area of education and training—Free Will
Baptist Bible College and the Sunday School and Church
Training department.

Free Will Baptist Bible College

President Tom Malone presented the report of FWBBC.
He noted that 1996 was an excellent year for our Bible Col-
lege. In December it received regional accreditation from
the Southem Association of Colleges and Schools.

This is a major step forward for the college; FWBBC is
the first Free Will Baptist educational institution to receive
regional accreditation. This accreditation will make it eas-
ier for students to transfer their credits to other colleges
and universities.

it will also make it easier for teachers trained at FWBBC
to receive certification fo teach in different states. The
college continues its long-standing accreditation with the
AABC,

Work is continuing on campus relocation. Step two has
been introduced which includes beginning construction
of the road that leads to the new campus site and con-
struction of an open air prayer chapel. Plans are being de-
veloped for a capital campaign to raise funds for the con-
struction of the new campus.

During the 1996-97 school year, the college enroiled 364
students (including 67 ministerial and 76 missionary). Al-
though it is difficult to predict what the enrollment will be
during the fall semester, President Malone is expecting a
five percent increase in enroliment over last year.

Tomn Sass gave the financial report for the Bible College.
AL AR

Aflame In Education

Convention *97 provided opportunities for growth and
learning. It began with an excellent Aduit Sunday School
class taught by Bill E. Sawyer, a member of First FWB
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As of May 31, the college had total assets of $4.7 million
and Habilities of $430,929. Total revenues for the year were
$3.4 million; expenditures totaled $3.4 million. Private gifts
provided $1 million in unrestricted funds revenues.












each year and conducts a music
workshop. Most of its work is behind
the scenes, but this is one of our hard-
est-working commissions.

The Historical Commission is re-
sponsible for collecting, preserving
and organizing important historical
information about Free Will Baplists.
It also encourades and assists where
possible in historical research and
wriling which relates to Free Will Bap- |
tist history.

I - S

Former moderator Ralph Hampton (R} accepts watch
and plaque,

On Qctober 25-26, 1996, the commission
sponsored a Theological Symposium on the
campus of FWBBC in Nashville, Thirteen papers
were read on different theological subjects. This
symposium was well received, and a decision
was made to continue them.

Hillsdale FWB College in Moore, Okla-
homa, extended an invitation to the comrnis-
sion to hold the 1997 Syraposium on the Hills-
dale campus. This invitation was accepted; the
next symposium will be held October 24-25 on
the Hillsdale carmpus. This syraposium will in-

e

Master’s Men Dinner speaker LuVerne Miley und wife Lorene,

clude a discussion of the book, The Death of

The Free Will Baptist Historical Collection is housed in
the library at Free Will Baptist Bible College. The Historical
Commission has provided some funds fo help with the
preservation and storage of these materials. The Commis-
sion encourages associational clerks to send three copies
of their annual associational minutes to the Historical Col-
lection at FWBBC. They will then become a part of the his-
torical archives of our denomination.

The Radio-Televisionn Commission has been quite busy
in recent months. In cooperation with the Florida State As-
sociation, it produced the first television cormmercial for
Free Will Baptists. This commercial can be shown on local
television stations to acquaint people in the area with the
work of our denomination. The preduction of this television
commercial is an important step for Free Will Baptists.

The commission continues to produce a 15-minute ra-
dio program called Victorious Faith. James Vallance serves
as host of the program and Rev. Boh Shockey as preacher.

Because of the expanding nature of its ministry, the
commission requested that its name be changed to the
Free Will Baptist Media Commission. This request was ap-
proved during the business session,

The Commission for Theological Integrity exists to ac-
quaint our people with current trends in doctrine. The
commission conducts seminars and meetings on differ-
ent theological issues. Sometimes it publishes booklets on
iterns of interest to our denomination.
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Truth, by Dennis McCalum. Those interested in
attending the symposium should contact Leroy Forlines at
FWBBC or another member of the comrmission.

Promise Keepers Controversy

At most conventions, the report of the Commission for
Theological Integrity is briefly considered and approved.
That was not the case this year.

At Convention 96 in Fort Worth, the voting body had
asked the commission to prepare a report on Promise Keep-
ers, They approved a motion which asked the commission
to address specific issues about Promise Keepers in this re-
port.

In response to this request, commission members pre-
pared a 40-page written report in which they addressed the
issues which they were directed to research. Much of this
report consisted of an analysis of the strong points and
weak points of Promise Keepers. In their research the
commission members made use of the doctrinal statermnent
and other documents published by Promise Keepers,

The commission’s report was discussed at the Theo-
logical Trends Seminar Tuesday aftemoon and again dur-
ing the Wednesday business session. It provoked heated
debate. On one hand, sorme considered the commission’s
report too weak. They wanted to see in the report a con-
dernnation of Promise Keepers. On the other hand, some
believed that the commission had done what it was asked



to do. The first group did not want to accept the commis-
sion's report; the second did.

At times during the business session, the debate and
discussion became somewhat confused. It seemed that
some thought if they voted to accept the commission’s re-
port, they were voting to endorse Promise Keepers. A mo-
tion was made from the floor to substitute a statement
condemning Promise Keepers for the commissions's re-
port. After several minutes of sharp debate, this motion
was adopted by a vote of 298-236,

The issue of Prornise Keepers came up again briefly at
the final business session Thursday moming. The body
voted to accept the report of the commission conceming
Promise Keepers and include i in the minutes.

Double in A Decade

At the final business session Thursday moming, Con-
vention ‘97 received the report of the Double in a Decade
Committee. This committee recommended that supervi-
sion of Sunday School and church growth programs be
delegated to the Sunday School and Church Training De-
partment and the Home Missions Department, They also
recommended that the Double in a Decade Committee
continue to operate in order to facilitate the cooperation
of different denominational agencies, The recommenda-
tions of the Double in a Decade Committee were ap-
proved by the National Association.

Aflame In Business

Not everyone goes to the National Association primari-
ly to attend the business sessions, but the business of the
denomination is important. For that reason, the business
sessions were well attended this year. Reports of the var-
ious departments and agencies were discussed, ques-
tions asked and answers given. Boards and agency direc-
tors were held accountable for their work.

Georgia pastor Glern Poston and wife Sare.

a National Association considers, When it elects men and
women to various positions, it is determining future direc-
tion,

New board members were elected this year to the
Horne Missions Board, Master’s Men Board, Board of Re-
tirement, General Board and Executive Cormmittee. One
new member was elected to each of the four commissions.
The general officers were elected to serve again for 1998,

The Home Missions Board honored Milbum Wilson
and Glenn Thomas who rotated off the board after serv-
ing the maximum 12 years. The Master's Men Department
honored Howard Gwartney for 12 years of service. The
Board of Retirement honored Ron Barber and Milton Hol-
lifield for their years of service.

The adoption of budgets for the various agencies was a
key part of the work of Convention '97. The Budget Com-
mittee recommended the approval of departmental bud-
gets totaling $16 million for 1998. This recommendation
was approved. The committee also recommended a for-
mula for allocating cooperative gifts.

Two other items of business were completed quickly.
The Execu- g -
tive Com-: ;
mittee rec-;
ommended §
Little Rock,
Arkansas, as |
the site for 3%
the July 15-
19, 2007, na-
tional con-
vention, This
recommen-
dation was
approved,

The Ex-i
ecutive
Committee
also recom-

nomination e %
continue the  Rundall House editor-in-chief Keith Fletcher (R} and

present sys- missionary to Jupan Fred Hersey.

tem of electing general officers for one-year terms with no
limit on the number of terms an individual may serve, This
ecommendation was also approved,

Conclusion

Convention 97 is now history, and in many ways it was
an oufstanding convention. The attendance was good; a
total of 6,774 people registered for the National Conven-
tion, the National Youth Conference and the Women Na-
tionally Active for Christ. The worship services and the
business sessions were well attended.

There seemed to be a genuine desire to worship and
serve God. A spirit of love and fellowship seemed o char-

- acterize all the services. The congregation became ac-
' tively involved in the worship with excellent congrega-

tional singing. There were many “amens” and several in-
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stances of sustained applause.

Revival and church growth were the two key ideas of
Convention '97. Statistics reported to the National Associ-
ation reflect that our denomination is growing, but that
growth is not as rapid as it should be.

Encouraging reports were presented by both home
missions and foreign missions. Three of our oldest fields
(Cuba, India and Céte d'Ivoire)} are experiencing signifi-
cant growth, People are being saved; new churches are
being developed; national leaders are being trained; na-
tional organizations are being formed.

Several new missionaries have been appointed to
Spain, We pray that the appointment of these new mis-
sionaries will help restore that important fieid.

New opportunities for ministry have opened up in the
countries that were part of the Soviet Union. Free Will
Baptists are seeking to carry the gospel to more different
areas and in more different ways than ever before.

Good things are happening in home missions. New
missionaries are being sent ouf into new areas. Mission
churches are becoming self-supporting. The work contin-

ues to grow in Mexico and Canada. The relocation of the

Seminary of the g =
Cross to the city
of Reynosa is a
positive  move,
There is much
work yet to be
done, hbut the
work is well un- |4
derway. -

Senor Ramon [
Ziniga Barron is
the first Mexican
Free Will Baptist
to serve as presi-
dent of the Semi-
nary. He is well

With the exception of the debate over Promise Keep-
ers, the business was handled well. There was much in-
terest in the various reports. Good guestions were asked
and good answers given. A question was raised in the
General Board concerning the salaries paid top adminis-
trators. This issue will be reviewed by the various boards;
it will probably come up for additional discussion in future
National Associations.

The bitter debate over the Promise Keepers issue rais-
es some questions about how such issues should be han-
dled on the floor of the National Association. During the
debate, few people seemed to be strong supporters of
Promise Keepers.

Based on the discussion which took place on the floor,
it is doubtful that many Free Will Baptists have a strong
desire to become involved in this movement. This raises
the issue of whether or not Promise Keepers is really a se-
rious threat to our National Association. It probably is not.

Another aspect of the debate concemed the treatment
of the Commission for Theological Integrity. The mem-
bers of this commission did not ask to write the report on
Promise Keepers; they were asked to do so by the Na-
- tional Association. They were asked to study
certain specific areas and report on them.
They did what they were asked to do and
did it well. They did not deserve the crifi-
cism they received.

There is another issue which needs to be
| considered. Is the floor of the National Asso-
. 1ciation the appropriate forum to deal with is-
- | sues like Promise Keepers? Free Will Baptists
.4 are democraltic and congregational in their
-1 government. Decisions about becoming in-
volved in Promise Keepers or other organiza-
=1 tions will not be made at the national level.
-1 They will be made at the local church or in-
dividual level.

Participation in Promise Keepers and

qualified for the

job. The two Whaleys—Vernon {L} and son Jeremy.

other interdenominational organizations is
certainly an important issue for Free Wil

Director Trymon Messer is developing a closer working
relationship between the Home Missions Department and
other Free Will Baptist agencies, including our colleges.

At the missions service on Wednesday evening, an of-
fering of $24,800 was received. This offering will benefit
our mission works,

Free Will Baptist Bible College is experiencing the bless-
ings of God. Enrollment is increasing as is the level of fi-
nancial support. Last December the college obtained re-
gional accreditation, That is a significant milestone in the
development of FWBBC.

The greatest challenge which the college faces at this
time is development of its new campus. This will be a
long and costly process, but there is no other altemative if
the college is to continue its growth.

One thing that contributed to success of Convention *97
was the outstanding facilities we enjoyed. Three large ho-
tels were located within one block of the convention cen-
ter. Stores and restaurants were close by. We heard few
complaints about the facilities other than a few problems
with the sound system in the convention hall.
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Baptists. We must ask, however, if the floor of the Nation-
al Association is the most appropriate forum for address-
ing such issues.

I express my personal thanks to those who worked so
hard to make Convention '97 a success. 1 thank God for
His blessings upon our denomination. Unless Jesus re-
turns before then, plan to attend Convention 98 in Tulsa
next July. m

Convention photographer
Eddie Payne.










" President Everyl Getz requested
- “that members submit names for a

~-replacement for the present execu-

tive secretary-treasurer who plans to '

'rehre in December ]998

Repart af Resolutions (omm.'ﬂee

The resolutions committee,
chaired by Peggy Outland, sub-
mitted three recommendations £
to the WNAC convention, £

One resolution authorizing
WNAC o print and sell job de-§
scription hooklets with officers’
duties similar to*My Job Book-
lets” printed in the 1950°s did n
pass.

Another resolution concerne
publicizing Provision Closet item
that are |
needed’
and de-

; Contesi First p]ace winners in four
‘categories are as follows:
Progroms: Arlene Branum {Purcell, OK)
~ Articles: Judy Brinkley {Smithfield, NC)
- Poeiry: Loretta Masters (Wise, VA) -
3

Suzanne Fran

[} presentsmCreaiwe Ans awards.

_ tion is a time to promote WAC and to
-give everyone a chance to meet mis-

sionary speakers. A state meeting pro-
vides a great opponumty for WAC to
be visible, -

- Barsslitup as Wanda Powel} (GA)
i gave lips on how to deliver
reat programs, A great pro- -
ram requires planning and
tudy. The woman who will
ive a good program must
do her homework and some-
one must advertise, '
Gwen Hendrix (SC) spoke
on how to keep business
meetings interesting. “Keep it
short,” she emphasized.

- Delois Loveless (TN), who

was field worker in Ohio for
many years, encouraged
field workers to read the
Manual, Yearbooks and Co-
Laborer,

signing a
Provision
Cioset card
for MKs with
Tanya Hart's
- Jg o help.

The final
Debe Taylor {az). resolution

granted a $1,000 scholarship from the
Foreign Student Scholarship Fund to
Silas in Céte d'Ivoire for the coming
school year,

Flection of National Officers

Three officers were re-elected for
two-year terms:
Everyl Getz (1x),
president;  Mar-
jorie  Workman
(TN}, vice presi-
dent; and Diana
Bryant (r.), sec-
retary. Three new
officers came on
board as mem-
bers of the execu-
tive commitiee:
Debbie Burden
(OK), Joanne
King (NC), Debe

President Everyl Gehr.

Taylor (AZ).

Creative Aris Awards

Delois Loveless assisted CoLabor-
er editor Suzanne Franks in present-
ing awards for WNAC's Creative Arts

WNAC Seminar

About 300 women expanded their
knowledge concerning Bible study at
the Monday afternoon seminars.
WNAC President Everyl Getz presided
at the serninar which focused on
Bible study. Lorene Miley presented a
challenge to study the Bible. Debe
Taylor explained various Bible study
methods. Carol Reid and Shirley
Sharpston gave book reviews.

WNAC State Leaders’ Meeting

Mary R. Wisehart presided at the
State Leaders’ Meeting and provided
the presidents and field workers with
packets.

Diana Bryant spoke from her expe-
rience as Florida WAC president on
how to plan and make state meetings
interesting. Florida’s state meenng
Sponsors a reception and invites all

women (not 3ust WAC). The recep-

Hendrix (sc}.

anda Powell (64), Delois Loveless (1h), Gwen

By the end of the week, down-
town Cincinnati shrank to its normal
size. On the other hand, we hope

Even missionaries have to stop and zest once
in @ while. Just ask Patii McCullough.

WNAC participants will continue to
cexpand their knowl-
- cdge of God’s Word
and God Himself
through diligent study
£ and prayer. m
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Strobelight Station offered students
aplace to exert excess energy and test
skills in the giant boxing ring, velcro
wall, human bowling alley or bungee
rurl. Younger students had the chance
to participate in carnival games,

Preschool Worship (ages 3-5) ser-
vices were held each day. This new
program provided an opportunity for
us to minister to the youngest Free
Wil Baptists. Upon check-in, each
was assigned to a tribe of Moses.
From there they were led through a
series of centers throughout the ser-
vice including: worship & singing, role
play, crafts, snacks, sensory
center, and motor skills. Our &
thanks goes to Darryn and 3
Lisa McGee (0K} and their as- &
sistants for their devotion to
this exciting new program.

Children (grades 1-3) and
Tweener (grades 4-6) wor-
ship services were conducted
Sunday morning and each

Wednesday evening con-
cluded with joint worship ser-
vices in Cincinnati Convention ;
Center. Jerry Norris (Mo)
spoke. Some 3,500 people
gathered for the Awards Cele-
bration Wednesday evening.
All Bible competition and Mu-
sic and Arts Festival winners
were recognized.

The 1998 National Youth
Evangelistic Team was an-

They were divided
into areas of responsi-
Ebility and did a super
ob. Participants had
een in leadership
aining two weeks pri-
or to the National Youth
Conference, For more
information about par-
cipating in the 1998
ruth & Peace Confer-
ence, please write to: P

nounced. These 12 high school-
ers were top scorers in the 1997 Music
and Arts Festival: Eric Pushman (M),

Everyhody wants to talk about cetiﬂn.

evening by Johnny Miller (ar), Gail
Miller (ar), Joey Wilson (oK), Jeff
Nichols (Tn), Kathy Douglas (Ga), Ran-
dy Lack (oK), and David Huett (m0).

Four winners fake it home.

Emily Ketternan (), Seth McKinney
(nvc), Lance Gamer (rL), Carrie Stew-
art (), Ryan Worsley (6a), Christie
Wilson (AL), Chris Wright (ox), Holli
g Watson (ar), Jared Mounts (0H),

Jenny Lewis (™) and Eric Wood (ox).
8 Trophies, ribbons, medals, cer-

tificates and scholarships were
awarded. Special awards were
given to the following: Youth
Group of the Year—Ina FWB
Church, Ina, lllinois; Youth of the
Year——Rlley Kemn (OK) and Leyda
Munoz (kv), and Youth Worker of

Services included many types of
programming: storytelling, puppetry,
music, clowning, as well as a gospel
message. The Monday afterncon Chil-
dren’s and Tweener's Banquet was a
highlight with nearly 400 children and
parents gathering to see Kirby Kids (m:)
present Good Kings Come in Small
Packages, and the Tecumnseh Puppet
Team s (OK) humorous presentahon

Either he's lost a contact lens or this job drives
him to his kneas!

the Year—Dock Hoilman (va).
One by one, winners were an-

nounced and walked across the stage

O. Box 17306, Nash-
ville, TN 37217.

At the conclusion of the confer-
ence, several awards were presented.
Youth selected Riley Kem (ok) and
Emily Woed (ox) for Best All Around
Awards. The NYC staff selected Jason
Matthews (1x) and Emily Wood (oK)
for Outstanding Leadership Awards.

Special appreciation is due to all
pastors, parents, youth leaders,
coaches and judges who work with
our youth. A special thank you to the
hundreds of volunteers who helped
make the 30th Annual National Youth
Conference a success.

We have implemented many
changes and hope to see even more
in the future. We are eager for your
input. If you have ideas or sugges-
tions for speakers, seminars or
changes, please mail them to the
above address.

When people think back to the
1997 NYC in the Queen City, some re-
member soaring temperatures or
maybe long lines. I remember hun-
dreds of young people who shared
their lives with us for a week. Lives

which retumed home different than

. Big smiles and .!ropies make the hard work worthwhile,

for special recognition, Congrafula-
tions to all who entered the competi-
tive activiies, You are all winners!

It would be impossible to conduct a
conference of this magnitude without
the assistance of Truth & Peace Lead-
ership Conference. These 72 youth
gave life to the planned activities.

they arrived, Lives which will lead us
to the 31st youth conference in Tulsa
where “Faith Works!” g

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dean Jones serves as director
of the Mational Youth Conference.
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