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Melvin WorthlnglonComplete the Campaign
rowth requires change.
When local churches grow
change is inevitable. When
district/state associations

groq changes occur. The same is tme
with the National Association. As
agency growth occuned, more staff
and space were needed to accom-
modate that growth. Technological
changes demanded more modern
equipment which in tum required ad-
ditional staff, space and specialization.

Sües
The National Offices were origi-

nally located on RicNand Avenue in
Nashville, Tennessee. By the early
1960s additional space and staff
were needed to fulfill tasks assigned
to the national agencies, In 1965 the
National Offices were moved to ll34
Murfreesboro Road in Nashville. By
1985 the Management Committee
was again confronted with lack of
space and staff needed by national
agencies in order to serve the de-
nomination.

Steps
During the July 1990 national con-

vention in Phoenix, fuizona, atten-
dees voted to relocate the National
Offices. Properly was purchased on
Mt. View Road in Antioch, Ten-
nessee. The cost for property and
renovation of the existing 30,000-
square-foot building totaled $1.4 mil-
lion. The national agencies relocated
to the new facilities August 1991.

The National Offices building on
Murfreesboro Road sold May 21, 1992,
for $725,000. Terms of the contract
called for 60 payments of $8,400 includ-
ing principal and interest, beginning
August 15, 1992, with a final payment
of $403,160 on August 15, 1997. We
have now received the final payment
on the Murfreesboro Road property.

After paying the realtor's fee of
6%0, the balance was applied to the
indebtedness on the Mt. View Road
propefty, leaving a total indebtedness
of $333,1 17.14.

Summation
Delegates attending the 1991 na-

tional convention in Charleston, West
Virginia, authorized a Capital Stew-
ardship campaign to pay off the in-
debtedness on the National Offices
building. This campaignwas tobe im-
plemented through the denomina-
tion's organizational sfucture. Repre-
sentatives from districVstate associa-
tions met in Antioch and designed the
Capital Stewardship Campaign. A gift
goal for each state, based on mem-
bership, was established.

Since the implementation of the
Capital Stewardship campaign (later
named the Capital StewardshipMcto-
ry Campaign), gifts toaling $283,4U.46
came in tfuough July 3l this year.
Campaign gifts will be credited
ttuough December 31, 1997. The cam-
paign will officialþ close December 31.

A plaque will be placed in the Na-
tional Offices building indicating the
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membership totals and gifts from
each districVstate association. This
will serve as a historical record for
visitors to see when theyvisit the Na-
tionalOffices.

We encourage each distric/state
association to reach their campaign
goal. We would like to pay off the en-
tire $333,117.14 by December 31.
Some have already reached their
goals and others are close. Together
we can do it. We can be debt-free.

Join with me in giving a special,
sacrificial gift to clear the National
Offices building indebtedness. Let's
conclude the campaign and cele-
brate God's bountiful blessings. Let's
complete this campaign by reaching
the goal-to be debþfree. That's the
bottom line of the Capital Steward-
ship Campaign.

Suggestions
What can we do?
We can pray. We can pray about

ourowngMng to reach the campaign
goal. We can ask the Lord to speak to
others about giving a special gift as
well. God hears and answers prayer.

We canparticipdfe. Having prayed
aboutthe matterof giving to this cam-
paign, we can respond in obedience.
Some have already given sacrificialþ.

We can praise the Lord for the
great things He has done. The new
facilities on Mt. View Road are noth-
ing short of a miracle from God. Our
hearts should fill with gratitude for
God's faithfulness to us as a denomi-
nation.

This new facility stands as a per-
petual test¡mony to the generations
that follow of the vision, values and
vitality of the National Association of
Free WillBaptists. r
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Adolph South-Notionql Police Choploin

Police Chaplain!
By lda Lewis

eet Adolph South, a
Flee Will Baptist lay-
man from Tuscaloosa

He has
as National

Châplain for the Flaternal Order of
Folice since 1987. Adoþh joined
ttre Tuscaloosa hlice DeparEnent in 1965 and remained there
unlil he retired from active duty as captain in 1991.

Chaplain South was frequently voted police ofñcer of the
year by the local department. He also received certificates
of appreciation as well as resolutions of commendation
from the Alabama State Senate for services rendered. He
graduated from the Federal Bureau of
lnvestigation Academy and has com-
pleted numerous related courses of
study. Adolph has served as chaplain for
the Alabama State Flatemal Order of Po-
lice since 1976 and the Tuscaloosa
chaptersince 1975.

He was appointed National Chaplain
of the Fïatemal Order of Police in 1987
and remains in tlnt office today. He
heads a group of approximateþ 270,000
members.

As National Chaplain, South regularþ
participates in the National Memorial
Service for fallen law enforcement offi-
cers held each May in Washington, DC.
FYom his place on the podium with the
hesident of the United States and other
dignitaries, he honors those who lost
their lives in the line of dutv.

He is a contributing author and is widely used as a
guest speaker. He coordinates services and benefits for
police officers and establishes new chaplaincy and t¡ain-
ing programs throughout the United States.

In addition, Chaplain South is part of a vast network in
place to aid the nation's police agencies, the Intemational
Cor¡ference of Police Chaplains (ICPC). This agency, found-
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ed in 1973, has members in all 50 states, seven provinces of
Canada, and l0 other countries. Membership is open to
anyone involved with law enforcement chaplaincy.

Some members are full-time career chaplains. The
majority, however, are volunteers who meet the required
criteria. They may be denominational officials, lay persons
or seminary students. Mr. South completed professional
studies achieving senior level certification with the ICPC
and is also the Alabama state representative for this orga-
nization.

Adolph South is a long-time active member of Eastside
FWB Church in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, where he has served
as chairman of the deacon board, Sunday School teacher,

chairmanof the
board of trust-
ees, church
treasurer and
president of
their Master's
Men.

South feels
that chaplaincy
is an extension
of his church
work and an
important part
of his ministry
for the Lord. As
a complement
to his minisry,
Brother South
received eccle-
siastical en-

dorsement in 1990 from the Home Missions Department.
Some time ago, a funeral was held in my city for a police-

man who had been killed in the line of duty, the victim of
senseless crime. The ouþoruing of sympathy from fellow of-
ficers drew my attention to tttis particular evenl

Some 3,000 officers came to town from several states to
pay respects to the family of this police officer. As far as the

President George Bush ($ ond Adolph Sodh (nl ore omong fiose honodng

follen low officer.



eye could see, a procession of police cars moved
slowþ over hills and around curves. A sea of uni-
forms stood at attention at the grave.

Police officers put their lives on the line every day of their
Iives. Help is available for dealing with the stress public safe-
ty officials and their families face-through the office of the
chaplain. When we think of chaplain, military chaplain usu-
ally leaps to our minds first. More often now, we see that of-
fice active in other areas.

The term chaplain came out of the Reformation period
of church history. Royalty would hire someone to be the
"keeper of the chapel." Today, there are chaplaincy pro-
grams in many venues including hospitals, jails and other
institutional service organizations.

Law enforcement chaplaincy as an ouûeach ministry
represents more than the delivery of prayers at official
functions. It is not a position that one simply decides to as-
sume. Training and experience in various areas must be
considered.

This ministry impacts personnel in the organization as
well as constituency served by the organization. The

chaplain not only ministers to fellow workers, he also has
opportunities to be a witness and a help to others.

Among other tasks, the chaplain counsels police offi-

cers and department members. He provides assistance to
victims. He teaches officers things such as stress manage-
ment, ethics, family life and pre-retirement information.

He is part of the Crisis Response Team, acts as liaison
with other clergy in the communig and provides for spiri-
tual needs of prisoners. The chaplain must always be avail-
able, trustworthy, caring, understanding and forgiving.

He must be willing to go out in the middle of the night
to assist the least, the lost, the lonely, the drunk, the desti-
tute, the distraught and others to help them understand
that God loves them.

Law enforcement officials a¡e often suspicious (hazard
of the trade), and they must feel that the chaplain can be

trusted and worthy of confidence. He must be
visible to police officers and it's important that he
knowas muchas possible about co-workers and

their families. Credibility is the foundation of the chaplain's
ministry.

He represents an essential dimension in man's rela-
tionship to God. Everything he does is rooted in this fact.
He helps people drink from the well of living water, the
same well from which he drinks. It isn't likelv that he can

sell something which he does not believe.
The chaplain works by faith. He must be a good

steward of respect and confìdence. He must stand for
the fundamental principles of right and wrong. He
needs to be a symbol of strength. His teachings and
counseling are of little value if officers cannot see them
working in and through his own life.

Over the years, a number of Free Will Baptist min-
isters and lay workers have accepted the challenge of
police chaplaincy. Today there are even more standing
up to be counted, perhaps your own pastor. As Free Will
Baptists, we are thankful for Brother..
Adolph South and others within our
ranks willing to minister to people
through the police chaplaincy. I

AB0UT THE WRITER: Mrs. ldo C. Lewis

serves 0s publicotions diredor for the

Home Missions Deporlmenl.

Choploin Souú
speolts ol l'lolionol
lllemodol Senices.

Presidenl Bill Clinton (Lf greets Choploin Adolph Souft (R).
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Beloved, believe not every spirit but try the spiriß
whelher they ore of God: becouse mony false
prophets ore gone out into the world, (l John 4:l) KlV.

Beloved, do not believe every spírit, but test the
spiriß to see whether îhey ore from God; becouse
mony false prophets hove gone out into the world,lJ
John 4:l)NAS.

Donl trust every spirit dear friends of mine, but
lest them to discover whether they come from God or
not. For the world is ftil of false prophets, (l John 4:l)
J. B. Phillips.

or a long time I have been concemed about what
is happening in the religious world. I scan the tv
channels and see things that are almost unbeliev-
able. Actually, I have mixed emotions about what I

I see. On one hand, I'm glad to hear the story of Je-
sus Ctuist being told; I'm delighted to hear music that up
lifts Christ; I'm glad that at least some channels do not
constantly portray so<, violence and profanity.

On the other hand, it's often these same things that bring
me concem. Is the rue story of Jesus really being told? Is
the music uplifting Cluist or the performers? I marvel at the
size of many of the congregations; I marvel at the liberly
and freedom often displayed.

There's a part of me that says, "What's wrong with this?
Why am I wonied about it? Why should I be concemed?"
I guess I'm concemed because I'm a pastor. As a pastor, I
feel srongly the obligation to teach tn¡th and expose error.
No, I am not iealous about the size of others' congrega-
tions. I am not jealous about the ministries others have.

The things I'm concemed about are these: the mass
healings, the hysterical outbursts in both laughter and oth-
er bizarre behavio¡ the "falling backward" by those who
seemingly are being "slain in the spirit" and the speaking
in tongues.

I frarùly do not know if ministries that promote the
above things are valid or not. It's for that purpose that I have
chosen to not deal with personalities or specific programs,
but to point out biblical principles that I think are beneficial
in seeking to take John's admonition to "test the spirits."

Fourbasic Bible truths and principles help me evaluate
the programs I see. The four púnciples are these:

l. The book of Aas is o hhtory book, nol o doctrinol book.

2. When people in lhe Bible were louthed by the Holy Spiril, ftey olwoys fell

frontwords, not bo*words.

3. Ihe Holy Spirit brings control to o person's life, nol confusion.

4. lt is the responsibility of oll believers to be oble to spot o phony.

Ihe Book of Acts ls o Hislory Book,

Nol o Doclrinol Book
Next to conversion, the greatest thing that has ever hap

pened to mankind is the fact that we have the printed
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Word of God. It is a blessing to have it in our native tongue.
The Bible is the greatest piece of literature ever written.
But it's more than literature. It's the veryWord of God.

What that means is that we don't have to go through life
wondering about spiritual things. We have the tuth. The
Bible was given to us to help us know úght from wrong. As
it relates to the concept of testing the spirits, it is imperative
that we be reminded of the purpose of the Bible and the
purpose of each of the books. They are all written with a
specific aim in mind. To fail to understand tltis is to be con'
fused and in the dark.

Most of you know the Bible is in two parts: the Old Tes'
tament and ttre New Testament. It has two sections but ac-
tualþ only one part. It is a whole volume. It is no accident
that the Bible is written the way it is written. For insüance,
the Old Testament is basically the story of how God's peo-
ple, the Jews, came into existence. It is the Nstory of how
God dealtwith them.

Granted, it contains more than that. It does tell about cre-
ation, the home and how sin began. But the overall picture
must be kept in focus. There are many ways to see this but
the one I like tt¡e best is from C. I. Scofield. Scofield presents
the sections of the Bible like this:

l. The Preparation; the Old Testament.
2. The Manifestation; the Gospels.
3, The Propagation: the book of Acts.
4.The Explanation; the Epistles.
5. The Consummation; the Revelation.

Put the SpirÍts
on Trial

By Ken Riggs



The Bible is one book with one theme: Jesus Cfuist. It
tells how a fallen race came to know forgiveness and be
reconciled with a hoþ God.

Penolty of ond provßion for sîn

The Preparation, or the Old Testament, tells how
mankind sinned, what God required as the penalty of sin,
the necessity of the shedding of blood for the cleansing of
sin, the coming of a future Messiah who would once for
all remove the need for other sacrifices, and how the pee
ple of God, the Jews, responded to that story.

The New Testament, it has been rightfully said, is the Old
Testament revealed. The Old Testament tells about a com-
irE Messiah. The New Testament tells about the Messiah
who had come.

The l{iessioh

The Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) give diÊ
ferent pictures and purposes of the Messiah. Matthew pre-
sents the Messiah as King; Mark presents the Messiah as a
servant; Luke presents the Messiah as the Son of man, and
John presents the Messiah as the Son of God. Each Gospel
tells how those who put their faith in the Messiah are to be
telling others about the Messiah. We call this the Great
Commission.

Early chwch

The book of Acts is a history of how those earþ Jews
went about spreading the news about the Messiah. It tells
how those Jews began to establish churches. The church-
es that were established reveal the greater picture of that
church presented in the Old Testament in the wildemess.

An important concept is the fact that the Jews were told
to share the gospel not just with other Jews, but wittr the
Gentiles as well. The book of Acts records many stories of
how Jew and Gentile came to put their faith in Christ.

lnstruclions

New Christians needed to know how to live, so God,
through the Holy Spirit, superintended men to write. We
call these writings epistles. They are letters. Some are writ-
ten to churches; others are written to individuals. But each
was written to give insight, information, illumination and
inspiration for the believer.

The Old Testament tells about a coming Messiah who
would die forthe sins of mankind;the NewTestament tells
about the birth, life, death and resurrection of that Messiah.
But that is not the end of the story. What is to be the future
of all believers? That's whv the Revelation was written.

lllsnif eslations

The book ofActs tells the storyof the beginnings of Chris-
tianity. It is a Nstory of all that fanspire-the good times,
the bad times. It tells how God took the message of CÌuist
and put it into other languages besides the language of the
Jews (Acts 2:l-13). In fact 15 different languages are listed
on that miraculous day; miracles were performed to show

the power of this Messiah.
Acts tells how God got the attention of the then known

world. But Acts was never intended to be a model or blue-
print for other churches to follow. Those early Christians
didn't have the advantage of the completed written Word.
They needed visible manifestations of the power of God.
Ourvisible manlfestation is the Bible.

The point is ttris: be carefr¡l of any group or individual
who seeks to copy the book of Acts in setting up a ministry
for today. Frankly, if we followed the blueprint of Acts, we
wot¡ld not have church buildings, we would not have con-
veniences like restrooms, air conditioning, running water or
electricig.

The cht¡rch in tlrc book of Acts is a good illusÍation of tl¡e
fact tÌnt princþles don't change, but methods do. We can
follow their principles, but their mettpds won't work in our
day.

People in fte Bible Who Were Ïouched by fte
Holy Spiril Fell Frontwords, llot Bachrords

On the surface, this may not appear to be important but
the more I think about it, the more important it seems to
be. In many televised programs where there is an em-
phasis on the Holy Spirit, people are seen falling on their
backs and þing on the floor.

The person who falls is usually standing before the
preacher, Directly behind the person are usually two other
people ready to catch the individuat and cover them up if
need be. Typically, when the person falls, he lies on the
ground on his back and appea$ to be asleep or in an un-
conscious state. Other times they may roll around almost as
if in a fit of hysteda. This is usually called being ". . . slain in
the spirit."

I began a search through the scriptures regarding this
kind of activity. There are more references than time will
permit but note these few:

1. Numbers 20:6, "And Moses and Aaron went from the
presence of the assembþ unto the door of the tabernacle
of the congregation, and they fell upon their faces: and the
glory of the Lord appeared unto them."

2. Joshua 5:14, "And he said, Nay; but as captain of the
host of the Lord am I now come. AndJoshua fell on his face
to the earth, and did worship and said unto him, What saith
my lord unto Ns seryant?"

3. I Kings 18:42, "So Ahab went up to eat and to drink.
And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and he cast him-
self doun upon the earth, and put his face between his
h,nees ... ."

4. II Chronicles 20:18, "þndJehoshaphat bowed his head
withhis face to the ground;and allJudahand the inhabitants
of Jerusalem fell before the Lord worshiping the Lord."

5. Nehemiah 8:6, "And Ezra blessed the Lord, the great
God. And all the people answered, Amen, Amen, with lift-
ing up their hand; and they bowed their heads, and wor-
shiped the Lord uith their faces to the ground."

Several things need to be observed. First, in every case
falling was frontwards, oron the face, instead of on the back.

Second, the one doing the falling was the speaker, not
the people.

Third, the one who had fallen was not in a üance but was
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conscious to the point they were able to pray and worship
the Lord. Even when there were several people who had
fallen theywere also on their faces and in a conscious sùate.

The Stolen /.rk
I then remembered two other interesting accounts.

One is in I Samuel S:3.
The storyhere is when the Philistines had stolen the ark

of the covenant from the children of Israel. The Philistines
had taken the ark into the house of their heathen god,
Dagon. They set the idol, Dagon, and the a¡k of the
covenant side by side.

The next moming when Ashdod, who was responsible
for watcNng over Dagon, came into the house, Dagon had
fallen over on his face before the ark of the covenant. As-
suming that Dagon had merely fallen over, Ashdod set him
back up by the side of the ark of the covenant.

The next moming, Ashdod discovered not only had
Dagon fallen over again with his face towards the ark of the
covenant, but his hands and head had been cut off. He was
only a stump!

Jesus'Anest

The other account is about a group of men who did fall
backwards. This story is found in John 18:6. Jesus was
about to be anested.-Judas was about to betray Jesus. A
band of men had been sent to bring Jesus to trial. Jesus
asked the men who they were looking for.

When they said they were looking for Jesus, He re-
sponded by saying He was Jesus. That so shocked the men
that they fell backwards to the ground. It is obvious these
menwere not believers. Theywouldn't have been trying to
arest Him if theyhad been. Theirfalling backward was due
to fear, not faith.

The point to be leamed is this. When you come into the
presence of the Lord, it's a humbling experience. You want
to fallonyourface inworship. Whenyou come into His pres-
ence you are conscious and alert and want to worship Him.

Ihe Holy Spiril Brings Controllo o Person's [ife,
Not (onfusion

In recent days some bizane things have been taking
place. Note just a few illustrations:

Feople crawlng on the floor mooing like a cow, roaring
like a lion; men crawling like dogs with leashes around their
necks singing ,Where He Leads Me, I Will Follow. Others str¡t
around like chickens flapping theirarms as if theyhadwings.

Still others fall on the floor having the jerks similar to
epileptic seizures. One lady had a dream of The Wizard Of
Oz in wilch she said the Lord told her that Dorothy's dog,
Toto, was actually the Holy Spirit.

A minister waves his arms over an audience and peo-
ple in great numbers fall to the floor. Two preachers be-
come so overcome by the Holy Spirit that they begin to
speak in tongues, without an interpretation, where they
also begin to laugh uncontrollably.

A pastor has a dream and in the dream sees and hears
the rock group The Beatles; after his dream he says the
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Lord tells him that this is the kind of music that is to be
used to win the world.

These illustrations are not made up. Theyare actual ac-
counts of people who believed they were experiencing a
movement of the Holy Spirit. Each of these illustrations I
have either personally seen on video or have read them.

BihlkolWarníngs

These and many more illustrations, are quite different
from what the Bible teaches. Faul the Apostle makes it
clear that the Holy Spirit does not bring confusion and hys-
teria. Note his words in I Corinthians 14:40: "Let all things
be done decently and in order."

The interesting thing about this verse is the fact that it
follows Paul's message regarding the gifts of the Holy Spir-
it, so he is definiteþ talking about the Holy Spirit doing
things that are proper and orderly, particularly in the areas
of the church and a person's oral testimony. The word
"decently" means that which is graceful and becoming.

Confusion is one of the trademarks of the devil. Confu-
sion is never a quality of the Holy Spirit. Note again Faul's
word in I Corinthians 14:33: "For God is not the author of
confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints."

All of us need to be reminded of the ministry of the
Holy Spirit. The Bible makes it plain that He, the Holy Spir-
it is involved with God, the believers, the scriptures them-
selves and Jesus Christ.

As He relates to God, the Holy Spirit was involved with
the works of creation (Job 33:4), regeneration (John 3:5-8)
and the resurrection (Romans 8:11).

As being related to believers He regenerates (John
3:3-5), indwells (l Corinthians 6:19), seals (Ephesians 1:13-
l4), infills (Ephesians 5:18), empowers (Romans 8:2),
guides (Romans 8:14), and anoints (lJohn 2:27;Lt¿ke4:18).

As He is related to the scriptures, He was involved with
theirbeing written (ll Peter 1:20-21), and as the interpreter
of them, particularly to the mind and heart of believers
(John 16:14-15).

To Jesus, ttre Hoþ Spirit was involved in conception (Luke
l:35), His leading (Matthew4:1), anointing (Acts 10:38), cru-
cifixion (Hebrews 9:14) and resurrection (Romans 1:4).

It is also clea¡ that the Hoþ Spirit never uplifts Himself over
Jesus Clrist. Jesus Himself said that in John 16:13: "Hor¡¡beit
when he, the Spirit of tuth is come, he will guide you into all
futh; for he shall not speak of himself . . ." and again in John
16:14: "He shall gloriff me , . . ." All these references point to
the fact that the HoþSpirit is not the authorof confusion.

The Hoþ Spirit certainty does not lead us to do things that
are contary to the scriptures. He does not cause us to be in
a state of altered consciousness. He does not take away our
mental capacity to think. He does not cause us to become so
emotionally overwrought that we become hysterical or do
that which resembles activities attributed to the devil.

ùne Puhlic Warnîng

Let me share an experience I had several years ago. The
city was Florence, South Carolina. The minishy of David
Wlkerson, author of The Cross and The Suitchblade, was
popular. Brother Wilkerson was preaching in some day ser-
vices at an Assembly of God church. I had read all Ns books



and had been following his ministy. (Years later I had the op-
portLnity to meet him personally and inhoduce Nm to speak
to the National Youth Conference when I was employed by
the Church Training Service DeparEnent).

I sat on the front row. He preached a powerful message
about living clean and pure. When he gave the invitation,
a young lady responded. When she came forward, she
began to scream and yell and shake.

Very quietly he said to her, "Young lady, please be qui-
et." Very few people heard him say that. She did not get
quiet but got louder. Again, he asked her to be quiet, but
she did not. BrotherWilkerson came from behind the pul-
pit took her by the arm and said, "l said to shut up!"

She immediately got quiet He went back to the micre
phone and said, "Some of you may have ¡ust seen what I
did. Let me tell you why I did tÌrat. When you come to an al-
ta¡ and act like thal people who need to come will not
come. You are causing confusion when you act like that."

When he continued the invitation, several more teen-
agers responded in a quiet but moving way. Brother Wilk-
erson knew the importance and the difference between a
real move of the Holy Spirit and confusion that is brought
about by an unhoþ spirit.

ll ls lhe Responsibility of All Believers to Be Able
lo Spol a Foke

Jesus wamed that there would be a time when false
prophets would abound. Note His words: "For there shall
arise false Cfuists, and false prophets, and shall show great
signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they
shall deceive the very elect," (Matthew 24:24).

Jesus also let it be known there would be spiritual pre-
tenders who would not only deceive others, but would de-
ceive themselves as well. Read Matthew 7:21-23. Jesus
makes it plain that some would even do wonderful works
and miracles, and yet they would not belong to Him.

Sometimes it is easy to spot a fake; other times it takes
more spilitual discemment. This is what John talks about
in the text. Let me suggest three ways to spot a fake.

A fake equntes the blesslngs of 6od wîth money.

The grace of God cannot be bought. The power of God
cannot be bought either. In fact the Bible gives a story
about one man who tried to buy the power of God. It is
found in Acts 8:9-25.

Don't fall for this deception. Exercise discemment and
recognize ttËt while it is appropriate to help to support a
ministry it is not of God to buy power and healing.

A foke adds thíngs lhal the scriptures do not teoch.

There are two things that I want to point out here. First,
not all sickness or troubles are because of a lack of faith.
Many so called faith healers would like you to believe that
people are sick because of sin or lack of faith.

But that does not coincide with scúpture. Paul had a
thom in the flesh and prayed for it to be removed. It was
never removed. Was it because of Paul's lack of faith? No!
His thom in the flesh remained so that the grace of God
could be more visibly demonstrated.

Jesus even prayed for God to remove the cup of death
from Him, but it was not removed. Was it because Jesus
didn't have enough faith? No! It was necessary for Him to
die in order that we might be saved.

Second, many so-called faith healers now claim that in
order to be healed, particularþ from some form of demon
possession, you have to name the demon.l believe in the
demonic world, but I can't find in the Bible where I am
supposed to name them in order to get rid of their power.

A foke doîms he îs nol accounlahle lo any olher person.

He claims to have some special gift or new revelation.
He claims to have a direct line to God that no one else has.

All of us are accountable to God for our personal ac-
tions but we have a responsibility to one another as well.
We are our brother's keeper! Stay away from the indMd-
ual who refuses to be held accountable for his deeds.

Conclusions

Be commilled to the scr¡plures.

The Protestant Reformationwas motivatedby the motto,
"Sola Scriphra," which simply means "scriphre alone."
Don't look for something new and don't listen to those who
claim to have a new revelation. It's just not going to happen.

lúodelyour lífe ofter Chrísî.

Everything you need to be a successful Christian can be
seen in the life of Christ. Do what He did and you'll be fine.
He obeyed His heavenly father; He believed in and prac-
ticed the scriptures; He was baptized; He even washed
feet; He prayed; He helped others. But He never spoke in
tongues; He never allowed Himself to get in an emotional
trance; He never gave up the right to think for Himself.

Be oware of counîerteíls.

A counterfeit looks very much like the genuine. Becom-
ing familiarwith the genuine is howyou recognize the coun-
terfeit. I(nowas much about God and His Word as you can.

6uord your mind ond your emot¡ons.

Don't let anyone take awayyour right to think. Don't be
afraid to question things you don't understand. The t¡uth
is not afraid of scrutiny. Don't let your emotions and axpe-
riences become more important than established tn¡th. r

AB0UT THE WRITER, Dr. Ken Riggs postors West

Meode Fellowship in Noshville, Tennessee. He is o
groduoto of Free Will BoplisÌ Bible College. He

tought 23 yeors ot the college, rhoiring the educo-

tion depoilment l8 yeors.
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Getting Back to Christian
By Jeffrey L. Cockrell

hen a sports team stans
having difliculty, the coach
drills his players on the ba-
sics of the game. Educators
talk about the need to get

back to basics in school. Perhaps one
of the most important needs today is
the need to get back to the basics in
our Ctuistian lives.

We need to get back to the three
"S's": spending time with God, serv-
ing others and supporting the church.

Spending Time with God

The first fundamental of the Chris-
tian life is spending time with God.
The Bible informs us in Luke 6:12
that it was Jesus' custom to spend
time with His Father. Jesus went
away from the world, away from His
enemies and away from His follow-
ers to have time with God.

The example ofJesus exhorts each
Cluistian to schedule time with God.
We schedule appointments for other
important things;and if God is impor-
tant to us, we willschedule time with
Him. Daniel went to the privacy of his
bedroom to pray. General "Stone-
wall" Jackson turned his officers'
quarters into Ns prayer closet.

We too must arange time to in-
clude prayer and Bible study in our dai-

þ lives. Dr. Malcolrn Fry says the object
of quiet time, "is not so much to gather
information as to gain inspiration."

Christians can expect to experi-
ence the blessing of God when time
is spent with God. Someone has said
that, "Satan laughs at our toiling,
mocks at our wisdom, but trembles
when he sees the weakest saint on
his knees in prayer."

Serving Others
Another important foundation in the

Christian life is serving others. Jesus set
the example (Phil. 2:7) by taking, "up
on himself the form of a servant." Je-
sus demonstrated servanthood when
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He washed the discþles'feet.
Christians serve one another by

praying for each other. Prayer is cer-
tainly needed today because of the
times in which we live. Remember:
"The end of all things is at hand," (l
Peter 4:7).

We can serve others by forgiving
them. Our world is filled with bitter-
ness, resentrnent and hostility; this
attitude toward others has crept into
the church. Love is of paramount im-
portance in Christian social relations.
"For charity shall cover the multitude
of sins," (l Peter 4:8).

Ch¡istians can serve others by giv-
ing of their time, money and hospi-
tality. The Apostle Paul encourages
every Christian to "practice hospitali-
ty," (Romans 12:13). We serve others
by ministering to them through our
natural talents and spiritual gifts.

A person once asked a church
member, "So tell me, what is your
church doing to help the poor in your
neighborhood? Do you have any pro-
grams to feed the hungry or clothe
the needy or shelter the homeless?"
Each Christian is to serve others.

Supporting lhe Church

Every follower of Christ must not
forget that a vital part of being a
Christian is supporting the church.
Someone has said that today's
church is like a sleeping giant. If the
church of God would wake up, great
things could be done.

Ctuistians support the church by at-
tending regular and special chu¡ch ser-
vices. Evangelist D. L. Moody spoke on
the importance of chu¡ch attendance
when he said, *Church attendance is
as vital to a disciple as a tansfusion of
rich, healttry blood to a sick man."

People also support the church by
giving themselves to the ministry of
the church. Dr. Robert Picirilli explains
that "Christians are to use their spiritu-
al gifts for the purpose of serving, min-
istering to, each other."

God saved each Christian to serve
Him. God gifted each Christian to
minister to one another "for the com-
mon good" (l Cor. 12:7) of the church.

Believers can support the church
by giving financialþ to the program of
the church. The Bible's instruction is
for each person to give regularly and
with a cheerful attitude (l Cor. 16:2; ll
Cor 9:6-8).

Robert Rodenmayer classifies giv-

ing into three categories: grudge giv-
ing, duty giving and thanksgiving.
Grudge giving says, "l hate to." Duty
giving says, "l ought to." Thanksgiv-
ing says, "l want to."

It ¡s time for Christians to get back
to basics. In some aspects we are
losing the game. Chdst, the leader
and head of the church, instructs us
to get back to the fundamentals.
Let's spend time with God, serve oth-
ers and support the church.

Do not forget the promise of Christ
in Matthew 16:18: "l will build my
church;and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it." In addition, do not
forget to do your part. r

AB0UT THE WRITER: Reverend Jeffrey L. Co*rell

polors Sotillo Free Will Boplist Church in Hozle-

hurst, Georgio.



Your Attitude is Showing
By Randy Bryant

h'f,

The longer I live, the more I reqlize the
impoct of qltitude on life. Attitude, lo me,
is more importonl thon fqcls. ll is more
importont thon lhe post, lhqn educolion,
thqn money, thqn circumslqnces, thon
foilures, lhqn successes, thqn whql other
people think or soy or do. lt is more im-
porlonl thqn qppeqrqnce, gifledness or
skill. lt will mqke or breqk q compony . .

. q church . . . o home. The remqrkqble
thing is we hove o choice every doy re-
gording the ottitude we will embroce for
lhol doy. We cqnnot chonge our post . . .
we connol chonge the focl thqt people
will od o certoin woy. We cqnnol chonge
lhe ineviloble. The only rhing we con do
is ploy on lhe one slring we hove, ond
lhqt is our qtlitude . . . I om convinced
lhot life is t 0% whqt hoppens lo me qnd
90olo how I reocl to it. And so it is with
you . . . we ore in chorge of our qltiludes.

his statementby Charles Swindoll was found posted
on the wall of a grocery store where the employees
could be reminded of the role attitude plays in their
lives and job performance. Perhaps the statement
should be displayed in every pastor's study and

every church sanctuary in our land to remind us of the role
attitude plays in Ctuistian life and minisfy.

Ailitude Determines Aclion
Wanen Wiersbe calls attention to

the importance of attitude in his statement, 'Attitude de-
termines action. Outlook determines outcome." Attitudes
are very important. They reveal what's really in our hearts.

Remember Solomon's admonition in hoverbs 4:23,
"Keep your heaÍ with all diligence, for out of it spring the
issues of life." If it is in your heart, it will show up quickly
ttuough your attitude. It may be pride or prejudice, hum-
bleness or love. Whatever the attitude, it starts in the heart!

,@
r*iil
Itù '.i,.
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Our attitudes also reflect the
closeness of our relationship to the
Lord. Philippians 2:5 sets the stan-
dard for our attitudes, "Let this mind
be in youwhich was also in ChristJe-
sus." Our attitudes are to match the
attitude Christ would have if He were
in our situation or relationship.

The teen's attitude toward parents
or school officials; the parents' atti-
tude toward their children, the work-
er's attitude toward his employer;
the pastor's attitude toward the con-
gregation; the congregation's atti-
tude toward the pastor-all are to
conform to the attitude Christ would
have in that relationship.

Developing Bod Attitudes
It is easy to develop bad attitudes

about certain people or situations.
Bad attitudes often develop as a re-
sult of false perceptions. We may
have a bad attitude about someone
because we perceive them to be
"liberal" or a "legalist," even though
we have never discussed the matter
in question with them.

We may perceive that a certain
person doesn't like us, or we have
heard and believed that they said
something untrue or unkind about
us. Often we have developed a bad
attitude about someone based on a
preconceived notion, only to discov-
er after talking with that person that
we missed the boat.

Elijah in I Kings l0 was ready to
die because he perceived that he
was the only servant of God left; yet
God revealed to him that there were
7,000 others who were still faithful.

A bad attitude about circum-
stances can also be based on false
pretense. We develop a bad attitude
about our circumstances when we
think we deserve better or that we
are unfairþ treated.

Aselfish focus such as that is at the

root of many poor attitudes. Where
did we ever come up with'the idea
that we deserve better? God has al-
ready blessed us beyond anything we
deserve. It is vitally important to guard
your attitude when circumstances are
not what we think they ought to be.
The hard cold fact is that no one can
guard your attitude but you.

Ihree ll/len's Attitudes
Reflect for a minute on attitudes in

ministry. The book of III John gives
several attitudes present in the church
and ministry through th¡ee men who
are mentioned there.

The attitude ol Gaius seems to be
that of an encourager. Here was a
man who lived for the Lord and
walked according to the truth. Gaius
used the gifts and abilities he had to
honor the Lord. He used his gift of
hospitality to encourage and aid t¡av-
eling preachers and teachers. He was
not out to be heard or to gain a name,
norwas he bying to be like someone
else. He simply wanted to serve in
whatever area God allowed Nm to.
As he served, he encouraged others
to use their gifts to serve as well.

We could use more men like
Gaius-men who have an attitude of
serving. The servant attitude certain-
ly reflects the mind of Christ as He
came to this earth to serve-not to
be served. Many tum that around;
they want to ôe served. "What do
you have to offer me?" reflects their
frame of mind, discourages those
around who are trying to serve.

The attitude of Diotrephes reflects
what some may refer to as the "Mes-
siah complex." This is the idea that
they are always right. They have all the
answers to all the questions, some-
times before they are even asked.
Those with this attitude seem to claim
exclusivity to the will of God. If you dis-
agree, then you must be misled.

This "holier than thou" attitude
alienates members of the Body of
Christ much the same as Diotrephes
did when he would not hear John's
message and banished those who
accepted it. It was Diotrephes who
wanted to be top dog, preeminent in
the church. He wanted to call the
shots and manipulated people until
that was achieved. Unfortunately, we
have our share of those who possess
that attitude in our churches as well.

The attitude of the third man,
Demetrius, seems to be one that in-
spired faithfulness. He is commended
for his consistent wdk and his good
testimony before others. Demetrius,
as far as we know, was not a man gift-
ed in the area of preaching or teach-
ing, yet his humble and contented at-
titude made Nm valuable and useful.
Maythe Lord give us peoplewho have
a good testimonyin the sightof others.

As we live for Christ and seek to
serve Him, we must constantly guard
our attitudes to make sure they re-
flect the attitude of our Savior. TNs
requires us to stay close to Him, to
honestly evaluate our attitudes, and
to remain in the Word for the corec-
tion and reproof that is found in its
pages. Your attitude is showing; let's
make sure it reflects His attitude! r

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Rondy Bryont pos-

tors Ryonwood Fellowship Free Will Boptist Church

in Vero Beoch, Florido. He is clerk of fte Florido

Slole Assodol¡on of Free Will Boptisls.
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Don't Gamble on Gambling

o

o

,/,
.i.

undreds of families are de-
stroyed every day by gam-
bling. Foliticians yield to its
spell and offer legalized

I I gambling to their con-
stituents. But gambling constructs nei-
ther roads nor schools. It is both un-
godþ and unbiblical, as well as highly
addictive for many caught in its strong
drawing power. Everyone pays when
a state legalizes gambling.

During the November 1996 elec-
tion, a ballot initiative won in Arizona
allowing Native Americans to have
casinos on their reservations. In De-
troit, Michigan, residents, apparently
fearful that casino revenue would be
lost to Canada, voted to constn¡ct
one in their own city.

Citizens Vole No
But residents of other states like

A¡kansas voted to bulldoze gamblers
and would-be casino owners. Arkan-
sas voters defeated casino gambling
by a vote of 610/o to 390/0. Their action
was repeated across America as the
blight of riverboat and casino gam-
bling took a licking from those tired
of being classified as suckers. Even
though gambling proponents spent
more than $4 million, voters in 23
gambling referendums decisively de-
feated proposals boasting the geÞ
rich-quick philosophy as an accept-
able way of life.

One might ponder the question,
"tuVhy?" One reason is that past exper-

ience reveals that despite promises of
more revenues available for educa-
tion, such claims are fraudulent.
Though theyindicate thatsome funds
will be set aside for education, it
doesn't take state legislators long to
regard these funds as replacement for
monies instead of additional income.
Such action results in the same
amount for education, not more.

A sizeable number of the politicalþ
conservative and liberal oppose gam-
bling, but for different reasons. The
conservative objects to allowing the
governrnent to erploit and encourage
human weakness and promote obvi-
ous vice. The liberal does notwant to
raise money regressively through
gambling which makes victims of
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those who can least afford to lose
their hard-eamed money to gambling.

This odd-fellow anangement has
resulted in a l07o drop in gambling
across the country. It is evident that
support of legalized gambling by the
public is waning and continues to
drop.

h¡blic moralig is not as degener-
ate as some would have us believe.
The general populace is not apathet-
ic toward government promotion of
social evil. The kind of gambling try-
ing to sweep across our country is a
predatory evil that does not deserve
official encouragement or sanction
by local, state or federalgovemment.

The Minnesolo Slory
Gambling's toll upon society in

Minnesota was well-documented in
the April 1996 Reader's Drgest To
gain voter approval and some degree
of acceptance, the gambling industry
indicated that there would be abun-
dant money for public programs,
thus reducing the need to depend on
additional taxes. However this addi-
tional moneywas accompanied bya
substantial increase in crime, bank-
ruptcies and suicides

Writers Chris Ison and Dennis Mc-
Grath wrote: "ln less than a decade
legalized gambling in Minnesota
($4.1 billion is legalþ wagered each
year) has created a new class ofad-
dicts, victims, and criminals whose
activities are devastating families.
Even conservative estimates of the
social toll suggest that problem gam-
bling costs Minnesotans more than
$200 million per year in ta:<es, lost in-
come, bad debts, and crime."

Flom 1988, when the first of 17

casinos opened, until 1994, counties
that housed casinos indicated their
crime rate increased twice as fast as
those counties reiecting casinos.
Crimes linked to gambling such as
theft, forgery fraud and counterfeit-
ing had the sharpest increase.

Emply Promises

Gambling and its after-effects pro-
duce significant moral, social and ece
nomic impact. It ends in ruined lives
for many families, in bad loans and
bankruptcies for both indMduals and
businesses, and in embezzlements,
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suicides and other crimes committed
to either cover up or nourish the gam-
bling habit. Additional financial impact
is noted in tax payers' cost increases
for investigation, prosecution and pun-
ishments of these crimes.

Even without considering the
moral aspect of gambling, there is suf-
ficient evidence that gambling is not
good for society. For every $l the state
receives in revenues from gambling,
increases in criminal justice and so-
cial wetfare cost an additional $3 in
expenses. Lotteries and other kinds of
gambling do not increase revenues or
improve conditions of public educa-
tion. This kind of revenue tends to be
a substitute for public school funding
rather than a supplement to the
school system's tax revenue.

Gambling does not end unem-
ployment or generate new wealth.
Rather, it takes jobs away from exisþ
ing industries. Small businesses are
hurt most as money is drained from
the local economy. Domestic vio-
lence and abuse of women and chil-
dren increase dramatically when
gambling comes to an area.

The gambling industry has be-
come the single mostpowerfullobby
in many states as it seeks to influ-
ence and corrupt state legislators.
The govemment is to be a protector
of its citizens; gambling allows it to
be apredator of those citizens.

Whot the Bible Soys

The Bible does not reveal a"Thou
shalt not" in relation to gambling. But
it does contain many principles and
insights regarding the evils of gam-
bling. Scripture strongly emphasizes
the sovereignty of God in His rela-
tionships with humanity, while gam-
bling depends on luck and chance.

"Are not two sparrows sold for a
farthing? and one of them shall not
fall on the ground without your Ha-

ther. But the very hairs of your head
are all numbered. Fear ye not there-
fore, ye are of more value than many
sparrows," (Matthew I 0:29-31 ).

The Word of God reveals that
mankind is to work creatively and
utilize his substance for the good of
others, while gambling encourages a
"something-for-nothing" attitude.

"Let him that stole steal no more:
but rather let him labour, working

with his hands the thing which is
good, that he may have to give to him
that needeth," (Ephesians 4:28).

The Bible demands careful stew-
ardship, but gambling results in reck-
less abandonment. "Give an account
of thystewardship," (Luke 16:2).

The Bible condemns materialism
and covetousness of material things,
but the heart of gambling contains
both. "Täke therefore no thought for
the morrow: for the monow shall
take thought for the things of itself.
Sufficient unto the day is the evil
thereof," (Matthew 6:34).

The moral thrust of God's holy
Word is a revelation of a love for both
God and neighbor, while gambling
seeks personal pleasure and gain at
another's loss and pain.

'Tesus said unto him, Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy mind. This is the first and great
commandment. And the second is
like unto it, Thou shaltlove thyneigh-
bor as thyself. On these two com-
mandments hang all the lawand the
prophets," (Matthew 22:37 -40).

If we dare gamble with the future
of our children and their posterity, ¿¿re

will lose!t

AB0UT THE WRITER' Reverend Dovid Joslin serves

0s promotionol director for the Arkonsos Stole Asso-
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Gonden

By Tim S. McDonald

¡ t happened years ago. The Hall
! of Fämer took the second base-

I man out of the double play with
I a tough slide. The second base-r man took o<ception and a fight

ensued. The slider's comment, "l slid
hard, but I slid fair," was accepted
well enough to avoid league discipli-
nary action. Americans will let you
slide if you slide fair.

America today is the land of the
double standard. It is offensive, frus-
trating and the consequences are ru-
ining our nation. No one likes being
held to a strident standard while oth-
ers are not. Even God is bothered by
double standards. James 1:8 says, 'A
double-minded man is unstable in all
his ways." Much of America's insta-
bility is due to double standards.

The present generation always
sees and rejects the doubleness of the
standa¡d of the previous generation
and establishes its own standard.
When you live by a double standard,
you carurot possibly pass on personal
reservations to tÌrc next generatjon.
Consequently, each successive gen-
eration drops farther from the original
ideal. Individual restrictions in a dou-
ble standard are based on personal
opinion, emotions and fea¡s the fol-
lowing generation sees, feels and
fears differently.

The generation that found employ-
ee theft justifiable produced a genera-
tion which experiences no moral
problem with white-collar crime,
computer-ordained theft and ill-fated
financial scams benefitting only them-
selves. The people who felt free to sell
anything desired and not strictly for-

bidden by law opened the door to
drug dealers who feel free to sell what
is desired whether forbidden by law
or not. How much socieAl agony orig-
inates here?

Double standards bother and of-
fend everyone, especially those ill-af-
fected. If Congress calls for citizen sac-
rifice and votes itself a raise, we're
bothered. When a politician says, "no
newta)<es," and reverses himself, peo-
ple remember that double standard.

Coaches making ardent demands
of players but not their participating
children offend players and support-
ers alike. Teachers who favor certain
students, policemen who soft-soap
violations of the rich or influential,
judges who grant easy sentences for
personal reasons alloffend with dou-
ble standards.

Not only do double standards
bother everyone caught between
their jaws, they also disturb God. He
makes that point clear in I John 3:17,
"But whosoever hath this world's
good, and seeth his brother have
need and shutteth up his compas-
sions from him, how dwelleth the
love of God in him?"

Double standards so bother God
that the Old Testament is replete with
the warnings of false and/or bribed
judges, false balances or scales, mis-
treatment of people due to cultural
differences and many other exam-
ples too numerous to name.

God provides averysimple answer
to this complex problem and a cure
for consequences that double stan-
dards create in our society. It is a prin-
ciple all people can understand and

apply which will work when applied
inespective of culture, bacþround,
race or creed. Matthew 7:12 says,
"Therefore, all things whatsoever ye
would that men should do to you, do
ye even so to them;for this is the law
and the prophets."

This principle will work for us to.
day. It says to teat others as we would
like to be treated, not like we are mis-
heated. This sucks the very heart out
of the motive forall double standa¡ds.
When you change the heart, you
change the action and the following
consequences.

Let us, you and me, change the
consequences of the double stan-
dard in America by changing our na-
tion's heart from the practice of the
double standard to the practice of
the Golden Rule. God will be
pleased, andwewill be blessed if we
slide hard but slide fair. r

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Tim McDonold pos-

tors Morvin Chopel Free Will Boplist Church in Mor-

ionno, Florido.
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Arkansas State Association Enters Centennial Session
Comvnv, AR-The Arkansas State
Association organized in 1898 at
Moreland FWB Church, a mem-
ber church of the Antioch Associ-
ation in Pope County. August 6-7,
the association assembled at
Camp Beaverfork and Conway
High School for its l00th annual
session. Delegates had previously
voted to conduct the centennial
celebration at the end of the cen-
tennialyear, so it will be observed
in 1998 at the 101st annual session.

Fifth-term moderator James
Forlines, pastor of Allen Chapel
FWB Church, gaveled the session
into conference with 96 minis-
ters/ pastors, 69 lay delegates, 24
deacons, 4 missionaries and 349
visitors registered for a total of
542. Many who were able to at-
tend only the evening sessions
did not register.

Delegates heard th¡ee minis-
ters preach on holiness. Dr. Rob-
ert Picirilli, academic dean at Free
Will Baptist Bible College, deliv-
ered a message titled, "The Foun-
dation of Holiness." Pastor David
Outlaw of Arbor Grove FWB
Church near Hoxie, spoke on the
subject, "The Fruit of Holiness."
DavidWnfrey, pastor of First FWB
Church in Tuckerman, preached
on, "The Rrlfillment of Holiness."

Music was under the direction
of Sidney Sawrie, pastor of South
Heights F"vVB Church in Searcy.
Sue Fatton, ofñce managerforArk-
ansas Free Will Baptists, served as
pianist throughout the session.

Delegates gave heafy approval
to the budgets as they were pre-
sented. The following state bud-
gets were approved: The Cooper-
ative Plan Budget of $375,000 was
approved for 1998 to be distrib-
uted with 62.50/o allocated for
agencies within the state and
37.5%o designated for National As-
sociation departrnenß. This 37.570,
which amounts to $140,625, is the
largest designation for any state's
giving tfuough the Cooperative
Plan to the National Association.

state budges adopted were as
follows: State Missions--$ I 92, 1 75;
State General Fund-$82,500; The
Vision-$16,700; Contingency
tund-$1,500; Sunday School Lit-
erature-$236,800; Operational
Fund-$26,400; Ctuistian Supply
Store-$680,000; Ctuistian Educa-
tion Board-$l 6,450; Youth Board
(Camp BeaverforÐ-$182,380 for
a total of $1,434,905.

Promotional Director David
Joslin said, "National Association
quotas for Arkansas total $7 I 7,000.
fukansas Free Will Baptists will
rise to the challenge and exceed
this amount of $2,251 ,905 for 1 998.
The gross total raised in 1996 was
$2,248,333.08.',

Acts l:8 TasKorce chairman
Doug Little presented a budget of
$303,000 for 1998 which would
demand 1,262 shares at $20 per
sha¡e. This budget moves fukan-
sas into its third year of this
method of missionary support.
Ten missiona¡v families willbe re-

ceMng a sizeable portion of their
support tlrough this program.

The Eamie Deeds family will
retire from the field of Brazil.
Three new missionary families
will receive support from the pro-
gram; Jaimie and Tammy Lan-
caster (Brazil), David and Annette
Aycock (Brazil), and Anthony and
Lea Edgmon (Spain). Attendees
gave a standing ovation as the in-
t¡oduction and challenge were
given for these new missionaries.

General officers were re-elect-
ed: James Forlines, moderator;
David Bishop, assistant modera-
tor; David Winfrey, clerk; and
Randy Ledbetter, assistant clerk.

Two hundred three churches
out of 216 reported the following:
817 baptisms, 1,375 new mem-
bers, 593 deceased/dismissed,
for a total of 20,669 members.

The centennial session in 1998
will be under the direction of the
Centennial Committee composed
of David Joslin, James Forlines, J.
W Blanks, Ben Scott, Lowell Gra-
ham, David Copeland and Ray-
mond Ctronister. Other members
of the Executive Committee,
David Bishop, David Winfrey and
Randy Ledbetterwill also serve in
the planning sessions.

Moderator James Forlines is-
sued the challenge to have a 300-
voice choir and attendance of
1,500 for the memorial session.

The 1998 session will convene
at Conway High School and
Camp Beaverfork August 5-7.
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Church Honors Pastor of 40 Years
Frunnu Stntrott, VA-Members of Fairwood
FWB Church in Fairfax Station tumed July 6 in-
to a special day to honor Pastor Lester Horton
for his 40 years' leadership in the community.
He began his four-decadelong ministry at Fair-
wood in 1957, just four years after his conver-
sion.

A book of cards and letters from denomina-
tional leaders, Maryland pastors, congregation
members, friends and relatives was presented
to Lester and Lottie Horton. The book included
a letter of congratulations from Virginia gover-
nor, George Allen.

The church presented a $1,000 money tree
to the Hortons. The Junior Church prepared a spaghetti dinner for all at-
tendees.

Duing Brother Horton's 40 years at Fairwood Church, more than 30
men have entered the ministry. He has served more than 20 years as
moderator of the Maryland State Association, and also serves as the
stiate's General Boa¡d member to the National Association.

The 67-year-old minister has conducted a weekly radio program for 38
years. He helped organize 22 new churches and has conducted revivals
in more than 20 states.

191 Attend
Kentucþ State
Association
AsHr,¡l'rp, I(/-The 58th annual
Kentucþ State Association met
June 20-21 at Heritage Temple
FWB Church in Ashland. Clerk
Danny Saul reported 191 regis-
tered attendees, including 47
ministers and 14 deacons.

Moderator Tim Hall was elect-
ed to his third term. Reverend Bil-
Iy Bevan, president of Southeasþ
em FWB College, preached the
Friday evening message on the
subject, "l'm Not Giving Up."

Delegates gathered again Sat-
urday moming for business, fel-
lowship and worship. Home Mis-
sions director Trymon Messer de-
livered the sermon, "The Church."

The 1998 state association will
meet June 19-20 at Hood's Creek
FWB Church nea¡ Ashland.

Canada
Celebrates I l9th
Session
New BnuNswrcr, Canada-The At-
lantic Canada Association met
June 28 at Saint John Valley Bible
Camp in Sommerville for its 1 l9th
annual session, according to
Clerk Vera DeWitt. Moderator
Dwayne Broad led business activ-
ities and was elected to his sec-
ond term.

Delegates retained Oral McAf-
fee as assistant moderator. Home
missionary Jeff Crabtree was
tapped to become the new clerk.

Seven ministers and 16lay del-
egates comprised the voting
body, as the one-day business
session closed out a week-long
Bible Conference.

The 1998 session will meet
June 27 at Saint John Vallev Bible
Camp.

Church Surprises New Pastor
Mantoru, VA-When the new pastor at Adwolfe FWB Church arrived June
7, members promptly scheduled a surprise 25th wedding anniversary re-
ception for the couple and their l7-year-old son Joshua. Allplans were
completed just in time for the June 11 celebration.

Church members presented Pastor Ctuistopher Jackson and Ns wife
Nancywith an engraved silver platter, along with cards and gifts. Allactiv-
ities took place in the church fellowship hall.

Pastor CMstopher Jackson and rvife Nancy accept silver platter on 25th
anruversan/.
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Oklahoma Steering
Committee Meets
Tut-sl, OK-The Oklahoma Steering Committee met
Friday, September 12, for a day-long orientation ses-
sion at the Tulsa Convention Center to expedite
plans to host the 62nd annual national convention
July 12-16, 1998. Plenary sessions of the National As-
sociation will convene in downtown Tulsa at the Tul-
sa Convention Center.

Executive Secretary Melvin Worthington said he
blocked more than 1,200 rooms in eight major hotels
to house delegates. The convention housing formwill
be printed in the þril 1998 issue of Contact, and in
Free Will Baptist state papers as space is available.

The Oklahoma contingency includes the Steering
Committee, state moderator, state Auxiliary presi-
dent and NYC advisor.

Choirmon; Jock Richey
Registrotion Committee: Dovid Archer
Hospitolity Committee: Dole Smith
Proyer Committee: Doniel Phillips
Ushering Committee: Don Wogner
Stote Moderolor: Dqvid McDougol
Auxiliory President: Jeon Morie Rogers
NYC Advisor: Dorryn McGee

The Steering Committee met 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
gathering information, reviewing committee assign-
ments and discussing convention facilities. Commit-
tee members will meet twice in 1998 (January and
May) to assess convention plans.

Theology Symposium to
Meet at Hillsdale College
MooRE, OK-The FYee Will Baptist Theology Sympo-
sium will meet at Hillsdale College in Moore, Okla-
homa, on October 2425.The symposium begins l:00
p.m. Fridayand concludes around noon Saturday.

The symposium will provide an opportunity to
share personal study of biblical and theological is-
sues. All individual presentation slots are filled and a
discussion of the book, The Death of Truth, by Mc-
Callum, Bethany Press is planned for Friday evening.

Send your $15 registration fee, payable to "Com-
mission forTheological Integrity." Please mail no lat-
er than October 3 to either:

Attrr: Theology Symposlum
at

Flee l{lll Bapdst Blble College
3606 lVest EndAvenue
Nashvllle, TN 37205-01 17

or
Hlllsdale FreeWlll Bapdst College
P O. Box 7208
Moore, OK 73153
Questions can be directed to Mr. Leroy Forlines or

any other member of the Commission.

600 Attend Pigeon Forge
Conference
Prcnorrr FoRcE, TN-More than 600 ministers and lay-
men from 19 states attended the second, "Help
Build the Fire" conference, according to spokesman
David McGowan. The June 16-18 revival effort in-
cluded l4 sermons and seminars.

Reverend McGowan said that one of the confer-
ence highlights was, "a dynamic message on sepa-
ration by President Billy Bevan of Southeastem FWB
College."

During a special banquet honoring retiring mis-
sionaries Lonnie and Anita Sparks, a Spanish con-
vert (lsa Bolano) gave a moving testimony of thanks.
North Carolina pastor Doug King gave a biographical
sketch of the Sparks' ministry. After commendation
from Pastor Dann Patrick, the Sparks were given
gifts, mementos and a $7,000 check.

During the youth selice, two young men an-
swered the call to preach. Numerous young people
committed themselves to attend a Christian college.

Rev. McGowan said, "After the Wednesday night
preaching service, both sound men from the con-
vention center received Christ as Savior."

The next "Help Build the Fire" meeting is sched-
uled September 28-30, 1998, at Pigeon Forge. For
more information, contact steering committee
chairman Reverend Rov Helms at 501/623-6987.
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Directory Updote

CANADA

Dole Robertson to Brislol fturch, New

Brunswick

GEORGIA

John Amburgey to Polmos Church,

Leory

Terry Pierce to Shollowford Church, Mo-

rietlo

towA

Som Willioms to Riverview fturch, Bet-

tendorffrom lmmonuel Church, JolieÌ, lL

INDIA]IA

Mike [dwords to tirst Bible Church,

New Costle

fillsslsslPPl

Roymond Rivers to Community Church,

Corinth

TEIIlIESSEE

Tommy Street to Conoh Church, [nvin

from Peorre Chopel Church, Smithvillq MS

TIXAS

Donny Dovis to North Zulch fturch,

North Zulch

Rick tutch lo Cros Church, lolo

Richord Wright to [ostside Church,

llou$on from llormony fturch, Europo, À4S

Joe Upton 1o tint Church, Abilene

Bill Adkisson to Evergreen church, lolo

Eill Bocon lo lubbock Church, lubbock

Dovid Rudd to 0ood Hope Church, [len-

0efson

vtRGNtA

ftristopher Joclson to Adwolfe fturch,

Morion

OTHTR PTRSOI'INEt

Jomey Peorson lo Fellowship Church,

Bryon, TX, os youth po$or

Dick Tury to tirst Church, McAle$er,

0K, os youth postor

Weuu Bepmoffi

ßcaÞERsffioP

@oNFEREN@E
DceEMoER l-2g 1997

RgGAß tâa¡nnreus Houss Homes

Nasunvouse Temmgggse
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Just l8 months after Pastor Leon
Gibson arrived at Spring Grove Fl{B
Church in Jesup, GA, the congrega-
tion experienced phenomenal growth.
At last count, 66 people had been con-
verted with 65 baptisms.

Pastor Gerald Brorvn and the con-
gregation at First FWB Church in
Tifton, GA, burned the mortgage this
summer. On Wednesday night before
he died, Deacon John T. Cook pre-
sented the deed to the church.

They're on the move at Perry F1VB
Church, a mission project of the Geor-
gla Union Association. Pastor Gene
Cross reports the purchase of a 30-pas-
senger bus, a VBS high of 94, a new
puppet ministry and special projects to
send children to camp.

Three groups from Sherwood For-
est FTVB Church in El Sobrante, CA,
traveled to far-flung mission fields this
summer. Pastor Milburn lVilson led a
two-week pastoral counseling trip to
Russia. Youth pastor Cralg Shaw took a
group of teens to Mexico fora missions
effort. A third group led by Bob MacGill
spent three weeks in France remodel-
ing the home of missionary Dennis
Teague.

Pastor Steve Wallace reports eight
conversions and five baptisms at Beat-
ty FWB Chu¡ch in Sprtngfield, OH.

Members approved a building pro-
ject for a new sanctuary at Heartland-
Union FWB Church in Plain Ctty, OH.
Pastor Dana Booth welcomed 10 new
members.

Thirteen conversions and baptisms
at Wellington FWB Church in Welling-
ton, OH, brought a big smile to Pastor
BillyJoe lVhite.

Pastor Bill Jones reports 10 conver-
sions, six baptisms and three new
members at Brookdale Fl{B Church in
Burlington, OH. The congregation also
started giving the outside of their sanc-
tuary a new look by replacing windows.

Although flooding did extensive
damage to Marysville t'l{B Church in
Marysville, OH, members cleaned up

the sewer back-up and went on with
services. C. A. Newman pastors.

Pastor Curtis Booth has led Gahan-
na F'IVB Church in Gaharma, OH, for
l0 years. He reports eight recent con-
versions, two rededications, six bap-
tisms and two new members.

Lockbourne FWB Church in Lock-
bourne, OH, reports five conversions
and six new members. Bert Miller
pastors.

Some 104 people attended the first
services in the new building at Mead-
ow Brook FIVB Church in Middle-
town, VA. Theyworshiped without car-
pet or pews, according to Pastor Roger
Mullins.

Pastor David Reece reports 10 con-
versions at Heritage FWB Church in
Fredericksburg, VA. Homecoming
crowds swelled to 253 attendees. The
congregation paved the parking lot,
renovated their fellowship hall and se-
cured an architect to prepare plans for
a tvvo-story annex.

Contact welcomes Power Polnte,
newsletter of North Polnte FWB
Church in The Woodlands, TX. Ilwaln
Crosby pastors.

Boyd and Tlish Griffith received
the 1997 Direct Service Award from the
Tennessee Association for Child Care.
The award is given to the top-rated
child care workers in East Tennessee.
The Griffiths serve as house parents to
teenage girls at the Free Will Baptist
Family Ministries in Greeneville, TN.

Mile High FWB Church in Nonh-
glenn, co, celebrated their 20th an-
niversary September 14. Mike Lervis
pastors.

Forty-seven conversions and 50
rededications highlighted Callfornia's
Southem Association Youth Camp, ac-
cording to Director Fred Sessions.
Some 284 ca¡r¡pers from eight church-
es attended. Tennessee evangelist
John Gibbs handled the preaching
duties with twice-daily worship ses-
sions.

Reverend Cecil Thurman (89), a

Free Will Baptist minister for 47 years,
died April 25, 1997. He invested his life
in California churches. He started two
churches, one in Shafter and another
in Fresno (First FWB Church). He was
bom December 20, 1908, in Bower,
Oldahoma.

Brlght Ught FWB Church in Col-
lege Stadon, TX, added seven new
families with a total of 21 people. The
youth class started their own newslet-
ter. Herbert Rlchards pastors.

After one month at Abundant
Grace FIVB Church in Loulsvllle, Kf,
Pastor Mark Wheatley reports an at-
tendance jump from 12 to 25. Six-year-
old Zachary (tne pastor's son)
climbed a tree his second day in
Lousiville, lost his balance and fell 15
feet to the ground. One concussion,
one broken arm and a 911 call later,
young Zach is up and running again.

First Bible FWB Church in New
Castle, IN, celebrated their 90th an-
niversary in August. All-day activities, a
souvenir booklet and two worship ser-
vices kept members busy. Mike Ed-
wards pastors.

Florida minister Arnold Woodlief
led special Flag Day services on the
Jackson County Courthouse lawn in
Marianna June 13. Woodlief led the
pledge of allegiance, brought a brief
message and concluded with a prayer
forAmerica.

CoraJohns was cited forvolunteer-
ing 2,500 hours of community service
at Barnes-Jewish St. Peters Hospital.
She is a member of Trinity FIVB
Church in Bridgeton, MO. Lynn Dav-
enport pastors.

Flrst Fl{B Church in Mt. Vernon,
IL, celebrated their 67th anniversary in
June, according to Pastor Ronnie
Mitchell.

First FlilB Church in Owasso, OIÇ
voted to purchase 30 acres adjacent to
the church for $360,000, according to
Fastor Leonard Pirtle. Expect a series
of building programs in Owasso. I
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Capital StewardshipMctory Campaign
July 1997

Update
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A Tribute to Eunice Sqrah Edwards
1912-1997
By Mory R. Wisehort

Mrs. Eunice Edwards was loved and re-
spected by many, many people.

I met her at the Missouri Youth Camp when I
was a teenager. She became my mentor, coun-
selor, prayer partner and friend. She exacted a
promise from me to go to Free Will Baptist Bible
College at least one year. I stayed four years,
work there 30 (29 of them in the classroom) and
I'm still teaching a class.

As long as I knew her, Mrs. Edwards was ac-
tive in the Free Will Baptist women's work. She
credited her conversion to Christ to a group of
women who ministered to her in her home.

She was not afraid of hard work, Whatever
she did, she threw heart and soul into it. She
served as president of the WNAC, 1943-1947. In
1956, she moved to Nashville, Tênnessee, as
the fìrst full-time executive secretary-treasurer
of WNAC. Free Will Baptists had just acquired
the building at 3801 Richland Avenue for the
National Offices. It was just two blocks from
Free Will Baptist Bible College, where I was
teaching. I worked in the office with Mrs. Ed-
wards a few months.

Mrs. Edwards was an administrator. In the
WNAC office she led the women in giving
funds for building in Côte d'lvoire, Japan, a
church in Mexico and medical supplies for the
hospital in Côte d'lvoire. Under her supervision
the Provision Closet opened, providing goods
worth thousands of dollars for home and for-
eign missionaries. She began publishing quar-
terly the Co-Laborer magazine, which contin-
ues as a bimonthly today. She won the love
and friendship of men and women every-
where. That vineyard still bears fruit today.

I remember her delightful sense of humor.
She sometimes fell in her last months, but
could joke about it. She said to rne on the
phone, "Well, I had a battle with the floor, and
the floorwon." I visited her in the rehabilitation
unit after a s[oke. "l asked them," she said,
"How can I be rehabilitated when I haven't
been habilitated yet?"

Mrs. Edwards had a message. Since it was
God's message, she knew it was good. She
gave that message in pulpits, at women's
meetings and retreats, in her writings, in the
column, "Over My Coffee Cup," and in her let-
ters to family, friends and especially, as she

. called them, "my missionaries." As long as she
could, she delivered the message.

She was a woman who gave of what she
had. She gave freely to the Lord's work when-
ever she could with whatever the Lord gave
her. She was not afraid to give herself, her time
and energy to others.

She was a wise counselor. Mrs. Edwards
knew that you don't have to be harsh or cruel
in dispensing good and godly counsel. Many of
us benefìted from her godly wisdom.

Mrs. Edwards was a woman who loved. She
covered her family members-mother, father,
brothers, sisters, children, grandcilldren, great-
grandchildren and great-great-grandchildren-
with her love and prayers. She loved her church
and those who ministered there; she loved Free
Will Baptists everywhere. She loved missionar-
ies and gave, encouraged and prayed for them.

She loved WNACand FreeWill Baptistwom-
en. In her last hous she asked to be taken to the
WNAC convention in Cincinnati. I spoke with
her just before I left for the convention. She said,

"Ask the women to pray for me." Oh, how she
Ioved us! We must remember in the days ahead
that it is a following love and a continuing love.

Eunice Edwards was a woman of prayer.
Morning, evening, and all in between she met
her Lord at the throne of grace. Many of us de-
pended on her prayers. I know she prayed for
me and the women as long as she could.

Mrs. Edwa¡ds was a godlywoman, awoman
of faith. She loved her Lord supremely and
knew Him intimately. Hers was not a casual,
"man upstairs" kind of relationship. She recog-
nized Him forwho He is. High and holy, yet her
Lord and her l-over.

Only the Lord's records will reveal what Eu-
nice Edwards has contributed to His work and
to the lives of thousands around the world. She
longed to see her Lord face to face. I'd like to
catch a glimpse of that first meeting. Maybe
they will describe it for me when I anive.

But I'm certain she is rejoicing in His pres-
ence, for the Word tells us, "Absent from the
body, present with the Lord." And this is why,
even through our tears, we celebrate and re-
joice. For this dear one has what she longed for.
She would say to us, "Come, join me here." r
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How Much Should We Pay Our Pastor?
By Dovid [. Brown

The question of how much to pay the pastor
is asked every year when a church considers
its new budget. The question is important
since, for many churches, this is their largest
budgeted item. However, it should be broader
than just what do we pay him in salary. A
church should consider what benefits to pro-
vide for the pastor. Most companies provide
healtVdental insurance, retirement benefits,
life insurance and even disability insurance for
employees. What should be included in your
pastor's compensation?

Salory / Housing Allow ance
Salary and housing make up the largest por-

tion of a pastor's pay. Fastors can choose to have
a portion of their compensation designated as
housing allowance which is not taxable fi¡r in-

il*üifåiä"$:itrfi[LHri#'*r
Many churches have difficulty determining

what is a fair salary/housing allowance for their
pastor. A pastor's salary/housing allowance

;ff iî,3,:il "ifi ,*"i"*?i:"ff å' $5 Ë:i:
salary/ housing allowance oriy, not for his total
pay package. Many times laymen may not be

:äiåTitiil"ÅL*'the 
manv benen ts emprov-

Heolth/ De ntal Insurance
Health/dental insurance is almost as impor-

tant as the salary portion of a pastor's pay. This
benefit provides financial protection so that if
he or a member of his family has a major ill-
ness he will not be financially devastated. The
church should provide coverage for his entire
family and pay all the premium. An absolute
minimum goal should be to pay at least half
the healtVdental premium.

Life Insurance
Life insurance should be considered for the

protection it provides for the pastor and ¡}lre

church. When a pastor dies, the church can be
placed in an awkward position if it can not pro-
vide some benefit for the widow to help her re-
locate and provide some income for the famiþ
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until they can adjust. While the church should
provide some life insurance it should nof be ob-
ligated to provide lhe pastor's total life insur-
ance needs.

The pastor should assume responsibility for
most of this coverage. The church should pro
vide coverage for the pastor's wife and chil-
dren as well. This is not an expensive benefit
since most churches using term life insurance
could provide $50,000 of benefit for their pas-
tor, $25,000 for his wife and $2,000 for each
child for about $250 a year.

Dísobilíty Insurance
Disability insurance is not as colnrnon as

some of the others, but it also provides protection
for the church and the pastor. If the pastor be-
comes disabled, it may be worse than death. The
ñnancial burden on the church can be temen-
dous if the pastor is disabled a long time. In addi-
tion to payrng tÌ¡e disabled pastor his ñ:ll pay, the
church may need to pay an interim pastor to
shepherd the flock while the pastor recovers.

The possibility exists that the pastor may
never recover. This makes it difficult for the
church to sever relationships with a disabled
pastor. This coverage is relatively inexpensive
and should be considered.

Retirement
Retirement benefits have gone through a

transition period in the last 20 years. Large
companies with defined benefit plans for em-
ployees discovered that their plans became ex-
tremely expensive because people live longer.
Many companies with these plans found that
they were unable to continue funding them.
Today most companies have changed to de-
fined contribution plans. The individual and
the company together make cont¡ibutions to
the employee's retirement plan.

While churches shor.¡ld noÍ feel compelled to
provide the entire retirement benefit for pastors,
they shouìd pay their part and erçect the pastor to
provide the rest. A chu¡ch should set aside a min-
imum of 5%o of the pastor's salary/housing benefit
as his retirement contibution. This 5%o should nol
be taken from his saìary/housing allowance ben-
efit but should be over and above this beneñt. r
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Ernest and Elaine
Holland are seruing in
the youth ministry at
Bondouþ.ou, Côte
cl'luoire.

Bethon!, Our Place of Refuge
By Ernest Holland

When we first arrived from Côte d'lvoire
for our stateside ministry, we had to set up
house here in America. After being out of
the States for almost four years, this is diffi-
cult. Returning to the States in the middle of
winter from a hot, tropical country meant
we needed clothes, coats, shoes, etc. For
each stateside assignment a wonderful fam-
ily has helped with furniture, appliances
and many different items. And during this
time in the U.S. several churches and indi-
viduals gave us money to buy clothes and
other things.

Bethony Church
Our church, Bethany Free Will Baptist in

Broken Arrow, Okla., also joined the others
to help make the beginning of our stateside
stay easier. They had a pounding for us dur-
ing that first month. We received so much.
Besides all the food, we received enough
paper towels and toilet paper to last for a
year. This giving continued until we re-
turned to the field. People gave us money to
help with Christmas and money to help buy
things to take with us. We also received
many hand-me'downs for the children. I do
not know what we would have done without
these clothes. Perhaps the church people
do not realize how much they all have
helped us, but we are very grateful to them.

Bethany also played a big part in helping
our children adjust to the American culture.
Each Sunday school teacher and children's
church worker was like a friend to our kids.
The children's department helped us pur-
chase puppets to take back to Africa for our
children to use in teaching Africans about
Christ. Kent Sparks, our youth pastor, and
others helped Joshua, our oldest, deal with
American life. It became difficult to get the
family to go with me for a missions service
because they didn't want to miss anything
at Bethany.

Extension of the Church
Pastor Randy Wilson and the people at

Bethany made us an extension of their min-
istry. We were not officially on staff, but
they made us feel like we were. When there

was a pastor's conference or workshop, I
was invited to attend with the church staff.
We went with the youth workers from our
church to the National Youth Worker's
Retreat even though we didn't work directly
with the youth at Bethany.

Elaine helped some with the Bethany
Children's Church, and in Africa children's
work is a large part of her ministry. When
the church sent a couple of the women to
the Children's Pastor's Conference in
Nashville, Tenn., they invited Elaine to at-
tend with them. They paid our way to these
conferences and helped us purchase materi-
als to be used in these various ministries in
Côte d'lvoire. These conferences helped us
prepare for our work in Bondoukou.

Scott Bullman, Worship and Music Pastor
at Bethany, mentioned several times how
much he enjoyed having Elaine in the choir
at church. He even gave us an electric key-
board to take back to Côte d'lvoire.

Monthly Support
In December of 1996 we had a couple of

missions services at Bethany. When we cal-
culated the faith promises at the conclu-
sion, we had a total of over $650 in monthly
support. The church also put us in the bud-
get. I could not begin to express in words
how we feel about this support. It was an
answer to our prayers. We had been dis-
couraged, but after receiving this amount
from Bethany, we knew we would soon be
back in Africa.

I also enjoyed sharing with other
churches about our ministry. They are im-
portant to us. We could not have returned
to Côte d'lvoire without them and the many
individuals who give to our ministry. But
Bethany was a special place of refuge for us.
How encouraging it was to step through the
church doors at Bethany and have the pas-
tor and others put their arms around us and
tell us how they missed us when we were
away.

The people at Bethany made our stay in
the States a time of renewal and rest as well
as ministry. It is impossible to list all the
ways they encouraged us. We are grateful.l

,F$
Yts
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Appreciotes'Oldq Minislers"

I reolly enioyed the orticle by Thurmon Murphy

in the June issue, 'The Treosure of 0lder Minislers.'

h brought bock mony pleosonl memories to

reod obout old lriends with whom my husbond Poul

ond I worked in yeors gone by.

These were Allie Ferguson, Evereï Hellord,

Âllen lloore, Clorence Heonon ond Roy t'lorie. We

worked with the porents of some of thsse oho.

Mrs. Cleo Pursell
Noshville, Tennessee

Reoder Wqrns of lslom

After reoding Eddie Poyne's stolement on feor

in his orticle, '[{eel Your Muslim Neighbor," July is-

sue, o response come quickly lo mind.

But firsl, Eddiet stotement-"However, we

would oll do well to loy oside feors ond presupposi-

fions oboul lslom ond Muslims ond seek to under-

slond...."
My response-No lhonk you, Eddie. To not feor

Muhommodism would coll to question my spirituol

ond scripturol olerlness. Thot individuol Muslims

need Christ is wilhout orgumenl.

However, one con nol forgel the sinister thoroc

ter of this religion. To think thol followers of

Muhommod wielded the sword only ofter they be-

come the scourge of notions shows signs of noivele.

()ne need only reod world news þ know lhot ftou-
sonds of (hristions ore being sloughtered by these

people.

Iheir swords ore yet whetted. Ask the Chrislions

of mony Africon nolions ond others. Muslimf hislo-

ry heodlines, hostoges, hotred ond hostilities ore on

the side of feur.

Moke no mistoke. Americo will se6 the musdo

ond feel the frength of this cultic religion if in focl

their numbers swell to 'the rountry's second lorgest

religious community, ofter Chrislions."

God help Americo. Remember Soddom!

Evongelist Wode Jernigon
LËxington, Oklohdmo

Old Preochers St¡ll Remember

I enioyed Dennis Wiggs orlicle for young preoch-

ers (August isue), unfil I rome to the porogroph on

memorizing scripture.

"0lder minislers con't remembor os well os

younger preochers.'This is o gross mistoke. I ogree

thot young preochers need lo memorize eorly in

lheir lives.

But os I see il, the broin does nol decreose os

long os you use ih I could nome mony postors of old

who could memorize ond quote circles oround

young ones. For instonce, Virgil Florence, Billy

Somms, Willord f)oy, Horry Stoires, Gilbert Pixle¡

John We$, Ben Pixley ond more.

0f course, Brother Wode Jernigon ¡s not so

young now but hos no problem remembering. I olso

think he is from Brother Wiggl stote.

Moybe Brother Wiggs needs to restote the sen-

tence oboul old preothers' memories. I hove been o

poslor's wife 4l yoors. llly husbond is 75 yeors

young ond still hos o cleor memory.

Mrs. Robert E. Spencer
Pryor, Oklohomo

Editor Applouds Editoriols

Thonk you for wriling the September ediloriol,

'The Sundoy Morning Shoolers." Thonk you for ex'

posing your feelings on o sensitive topic. I oppreci-

ole the stond you toke ogoinst rocism.

It's lime we go out of our vloy ond try our bel
to bridge fto gop between the roces in Àmerko

(though it is not iust on Americon problem). This is

no easy tosk, but I believe it is necessory 1o moke

our Chrislionity tredible. I hope it will inspire ofters

lo exomine their own odions ond prompt fiem to

erodicole ony hint of rocism left in their heorts.

I olso oppreciote Dr. Woûhington's ediloriol,

"Critic or (onlributor?" ltt well-writlen ond full of

wisdom. ll should bs required reoding for every

member before eoch business meeling lhey ottend.

Suzonne Fronks
Editor, Co-loborer Mogozine

Coming Next Month
Pioneers-Leoders of Tomorrow
I Never Plowed o Mule
Thonk God for Smoll Churches
Jomes the Less
College Enrollments
And Much More!
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Neruous Jitters
he young preacher will face
challenges in his first pas-
torate that were not dis-
cussed in college or semi-

nary. Educational institutions just
don't teach classes like Gossip l0l or
Upset Deacon 101 or How to Preach
Four Times a Week I 01 . Every young
preacher wants to do his best, but
the pressures are overwhelming.

That first or second pastorate will
thrust the man of God into the arena
of many lions-preaching several
messages a week, dealing with
members experienced in church pol-
itics, leaming the names and relatives
of everyone in the congregation,
keeping the family happy, paying bills
on an insufficient salary and more.

Neruous Stomach
I drank Pepto Bismal straight from

the bottìe between Sunday School
and moming worship at my f¡rst pas-
torate. The bottle stayed in the glove
box of our car. I slipped out after
teaching the adult class and took "a
swig." Didn't help much . . . That
country church voted me out after
six months! I was devastated. Thank
the Lord for another chance to serve.

The second pastorate was a mis-
sion work. The deacons declared that
they would close the church if it did
not succeed under my ministry. I
walked, drove, worked as if I were go-
ing to a fire . . . and visited the doctor
every few months. The discomfort in
my chest was nothing to wony about,
he calrnly stated. I wish he had been
a psychiarist and told me that I was
buming the candle at both ends.

Nervous ¡itters are part of the phys-
ical makeup of most young preach-
ers. This emotional st¡ess is not lack of
faith. The young preacher just wants
to do a good job, but doesn't always
know how to get it done.

I lea¡ned a few things through the

years. I no longer drink stomach re-
laxer between church services. The
medical doctor hasn't seen me with
chest discomfort in years. I haven't
awakened at night thinking that the
death angel was standing beside my
bed in quite a while.

Confírm Your Calling
Settle your calling to the minisry.

When that first church voted me out
before all of our fumiture was un-
packed, I moped around for days. My
wife declared, "l wish you'd make up
your mind whatyou're going to do!"

I hastily responded, 'l will.'
You see, I wish that J. C. Penney

manager had not said to me when I
was finishing seminary "Dennis, if
you don't make it preaching, call me.
I'll make you a manager-trainee at a
good starting salary."

That invitation haunted me when
that first congregation voted to look for
anotherpastor. So lwent to the chu¡ch
building and got on my knees in one of
those little rooms. Praying and fasting
that day, I received God's confirmation
of His calling in my heart and mind.
That same week, a deacon from an-
other state called and asked if I would
consider pastoring their little church.

Stay Put
Make up your mind to stay at a

church until you absolutely must
leave. Some churches will vote to
dismiss you. Others will have a few
members who feel called to test and
try you regularly. A few churches'just
don't want a pastor to stay more than
a year or two. But most churches
want the pastor to nailhis fumiture to
the parsonage floor and stay put.

Determine to stay where you are
presently ministering just as long as
the congregation and the Lord allow.

Display satisfaction. Don't call pul-

pit committees of churches looking
for pastors. Give the impression that
you plan to stay at that chtuch through
thick or thin, whether the attendance
is up or down.

Glean Wisdom
Seek the wisdom of seasoned pas-

tors. Don't tell them what you are do
ing. Usten to them talk. I tl¡ankthe Lord
for Free Will Baptist pastors Chester
Phillips and Raymond Gaskins. These
men have encouraged me tfuough
the years. You probably won't be able
to share your burdens with many
preachers. Find one you can t¡ust to
keep your conversations confidential.

Be Optimistic
Don't go to a preachers'meeting

and unload your burdens. Try to pre-
sent encouraging words about your
congregation. Describe what God is
doing among your flock. Share the
good; dispel the bad. Whatever you
say about your congregation may get
back to one or two of them.

Don't brag. At that preachers'
meeting willbe a brotherwho is real-
ly disheartened. Be optimistic in your
spirit, careful with your words and en-
couraging to your brother pastor.

Pastor Your Flock
Don't expect to pastor a perfect

church. The congregation the Lord
has givenyou is made up of allkinds
of people. Love them for what they
are. Work to establish them in the
Lord. lìolerate their personalities. Re-
member that you are a tool in God's
hands to minister to these people
just a few years of your life. Do your
best. Relax in the Lord. hay about
everything. Realize that your ministry
is really the Lord's ministry. He will
rewa¡d your faithfulness. r

Dennis Wiggs
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I PgdfO y 2 PedfO in comentario Bíbttco Híspanoamerícano
By Eugenio Green '
(Miomi, F[: Editorial Codbe, lnc., 1993,4ó0 pp, hordboclç S2l.95J

'ffa
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he number of Spanish-speak-
ing Ctuistians in the USA and
other counÍies of this hemi-

E sphere is increasing rapidly.
Until the last fewvears these believersyears these believers
had few commentaries written in their
language which seek to appþ scrip-
hre specifically to Hispanic life and
culture. Most commentaries available
in Spanish have been translations of
commentaries written originally in
ottrer languages þrimadþ fngüsh).

The Comentario Biblico His-
panoamericano series is designed to
provide quality biblical commen-
taries written originalþ in Spanish
with the Hispanic reader in mind.

The author of this volume is origi-
nally from the United States. He com-
pleted both master's and doctoral de-
grees with emphasis in New Testa-
ment studies. He presently serves as
president of El Seminario Esepa in
San Jose, Costa Rica. He has minis-
tered in LatinAmerica for manyyears.

This volume has all the ma¡ks of a
valuable commentary. The author
demonsbates a commendable breadth
of scholarship. He quotes from leading
commenta¡ies written in Spanish, Eng-
lish and German. He is awa¡e of what
is going on today in Fetrine studies.

He also demonstrates a commit-
ment to ttre inspiration and authority of
scriph.re. He is not canied away witlt
the latest trends of higher criticism.
The author also reflects an under-
standing of exegesis. He does a carefr.¡l
study of tlre meaning of the te"rt in its
original language and then gives the
reader a clear presentation of the re-
sults which that study has produced.

In many ways this commentary re-
flects a traditional approach to the
Petrine epistles. He considers Peter to
be the author of both books. He dates
I Peter about 62 or 63 A.D. and II Peter
about 63 or 64. I Peter is clearlywritten
against a bacþround of persecution.

According to Green, this was not
an official persecution ordered by the
Roman govemment. It was, rather,
the kind of hostility and opposition
which Cfuistians faced every day in
the pagan world of the first century.

In his commentary on II Peter,
Green takes a somewhat unusual ap-
proach. He recognizes that the major
problem which Peter confronts is not
persecution but false teaching. The
most widespread view among com-
mentators today is that this false
teaching originated in an early form of
the Gnostic heresy. Green disagrees.

Thomos Morberry

He argues that it was a form of
Epicureanism. This is an interesting
possibility, but most commentâtors
have not followed Green's approach.
There are some similarities between
Epicurean philosophy and the false
teachings refuted in II Peter. There is,
however, no Nstorical evidence to
indicate that Epicureanism was a se-
rious threat to Christianity in the time
period in which II Peterwas written.

In several places Green includes
short essays on specific subjects.
These are valuable and offer helpful
suggestions for preaching and teach-
ing from the books.

For example, at the end of his exe-
gesis of I Peter I : I 2, he includes an es-
say titled, 'A Theology of Suffering." In
this essay he discusses the concept of
suffering as it is developed both in the
Pet¡ine epistles and in the early histo-

ry of the church. He then applies this
theology of suffering to specific situa-
tions which Ctuistians face in Hispan-
ic countries every day.

This commentary makes a signifi-
cant contribution to the fìeld of New
Testament studies. It is not iust a
good Spanish commentary; it is an
excellent commentary which just
happens to be written in Spanish. r
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Les is chairman of the Youth Ministry De-
partment at San Jose Christian College, CA,
and has been a youth ministerfor 30 years.
He has spoken to over two million youth
and hundreds of thousands of youth work-
ers across the world. He is the author of
When You Have To Drqw The Line, How to
Recruit and Train Volunteer Youth Workers,
Wor4ing With Rude, Obnoxious, and Apathetic
Kids, What fi Take The tourney, and many
others.
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little Chonge in Religious Beliefs of

Scientists

SeArrLE WA (EP)-Though a maiority
of U. S. scientists do not believe in
God, about 40/o do-a statistic that
has remained unchanged for 80 years.

Edward Larson, a University of
Georgia historian, and LarryWitham
of Seattle's Discovery Institute, repli-
cated a 1916 survey by James Leuba,
which shocked the nation with the
finding that most scientists did not
believe in God. Leuba predicted that
as education improved, people
would be less likely to believe in a
Supreme Being.

"To test that belief, we replicated
Leuba's survey as exactly as possi-
ble," Larson and Witham wrote in an
article for the science joumal Nøfure.
"The result: about 4070 of scientists
still believe in a personal God and an
afterlife. In both surveys, roughly 45%o

disbelieved and 1570 were doubters
(agnostic)."

The researchers surveyed 1,000 ran-
domly chosen scientists listed in the
reference work 'American Men and
Women of Science," using the cunent
version of the 1910 work Leuba used.
Scientists were asked if ttrcy believed
in a God who answered prayers, in an
afterlife, and in immortali$.

"Today, even more than in 1916,
most scientists have no use for God
or an afterlife," they concluded. "But
to the extent that both surveys are ac-
curate readings, traditional Westem
theism has not lost its place among
U. S. scientists, despite their intellec-
tual preoccupation with material re-
ality. Americans will doubtless be
pleased to know that as many as 4070

of scientists agree with them about
God and an afterlife."

The 1996 study found that mathe-
maticians are the most likely to be-
lieve in God(44.60/o), while physicists

and astronomers are the least likely.
In Leuba's day, biologists were least
likely to believe in God.

Poll: Americon Men ore "Mosl kgon"
on Eqdh

GLENDALc, CA (EP)-American men
are arnong the world's "most pagan,"
according to pollster George Barna. A
study reported in The Barna RePort,
Ns newsletter, found that the church
has little or no influence on many
American men.

About one in three American men
claims to be a bom-again Christian,
but only 2870 attend church on any
given weekend. Other forms of reli-
gious activity-including Bible read-
ing, Sunday School attendance and
giving time or money to a church-
have all declined a¡nong American
men since 1991.

Bama also found that even men
who claim to be Christians often
hold unorthodox beliefs that are at
odds with biblical Christianity. For in-
stance, 28%o deny that Jesus was
physically raised from the dead,
while27o/o say He committed sins.

Surprisingly, 55%o of self-identified
Cfuistian men agreed that all people
"experience the same outcome after
death, regardless of their beliefs,"
while only 50%o of non-Christians
agreed. And 390/o of Christian men
believe that a good person can eam
their way into heaven."

Bama found that less than half of
CÌuistian men believe that there are
absolute moral fuths (4770) orthat the
Bible and religion should be primary
influences on moral thinking (40W,

To reverse this trend, Bama says
churches must provide a male-friend-
þ environment, including opportuni-
ties to interact with other men, practi-
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cal Bible teaching and real-world so-
lutions to personal problems.

No Church Burning Conspirucy

WnsHn ¡croru, DC (EP)-After a year of
study, President Clinton's National
Church fuson Task Force has rePort-
ed what many suspected all along:
although arson attacks on churches
are reprehensible, they are not the
work of a widespread conspiracy.

The Treasury and Justice DePart-
ments have opened 429 investþations
on arson fires, bombings and related aþ
tacks on houses of worship going back
to January l, 1995. Fewer than fou¡ out
of 10 (37.8%o) of those cases involved
predominately black churches, and
more than three out of fou¡ of those
black chu¡ches were in the South.

"The arsons at African-American
churches raised significant fears
about an increase in racially motivat-
ed crimes," the task force acknowl'
edged, but added that attacks "at
both African-American and other
houses of worship were motivated
by a wide anay of factors, including
not only blatant racism or religious
hatred, but also financial profit, bur'
glary and personal revenge."

Almost 200 susPects in church
bumings have been anested in the
last2Vzyears, most of them since the
creation of the task force. Of the 199

arrested, 160 were white, 34 black,
five Hispanic. Juveniles accounted
for 83 of those arrested.

Of the church fires in the studY,
162 were predominately black and
267 were predominately white.

The arrest rate for church-related
arson cases is twice the national aver-
age for all a¡son cases, and the num-
ber of new chu¡ch arson cases has
fallen dramatically, the task force re-
ported. r
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Bus Fqre to Norfolk
trange things always happen
to me the week after the
convention. First, my wife
took her car to get new tags.

She handed me those impossibly
sticþ stickers to attach to the license
plate. I ma¡ched out and huniedly at-
tached them to the upper and lower
right hand comers of the license plate.
Then she asked, "Why did you put my
new stickers on your car?"

Have you ever tried removing
those sticþ things from one license
plate and reattaching them to another
car . . . in 95" heat? Bring your lunch.

The nexl motn¡ng rhe same wife
called me at work and said, "l killed
the vacuum cleaner." I went home
and checked. Yep, she had killed it.

That aftemoon she called again
sniffling, "l killed the washer." I went
home and checked. Yep, the washer
was certifiably dead.

Some doy. Some wife. r was
mowing the yard and she walked
across the freshlymown lawn holding
her hand and crying, "l stabbed my-
self." I stopped mowing and checked.
Yep, she had. . . with a kitchen knife.

So off we went to one of those
Baptist CentraCare places you see on
every street comer to bind up her
bleeding hand. The first one was
closed. The second was closed. The
third one was open, but the recep-
tionist promptly said, "We don't take
your insurance." Of course.

Eighty-six dollars and a $15 pre-
scription later, we made it home in
time for my wife to pack one-handed
for a four-day trip to New Orleans
with our pretty next-door neighbor.

Next morning, I bounced down
to Sears before 8:00 a.m. with my sad
story of dead vacuum, dead washer
and wounded wife. By 8:30 a.m.,
Sears had sold me a new vacuum
and repaired the old one for free.

They also iump-started the washer
for $4.78-something about a recycle
control knob. They were not interest-
ed in my wounded wife.

Bock of wollc A coleague from
the Foreign Missions Department
called downsüairs and said, 'Tack. you
killed 400 converts on page three!"

I looked. Yep, I'd transposed num-
bers in a news release, effectively re-
moving 400 souls from the kingdom.

About 2:00 p.m., I rushed down-
town in heavy traffic to pick up con-
vention pictures to use in Con¿acf. The
employees at ProPhoto looked star-
tled when I walked in. They said,
"Five minutes ago, we gave your pic-
tures to a man who said he knew you
andwould bring them toyou."

They didn't know who they had
given the pictures to but said he
seemed like a nice man. I managed
to leave without biting one of them.

Three blocks from my office, as
I exited I-24 onto Bell Road,l spotted
a blonde-haired woman at the traffic
light canying a sign and going from
car to car. Her carefully-lettered sign
had a picture of a fish on it with 'Te-
sus" inside the fish. The terse mes-
sage on her sign: "Traveling mission-
ary. Need bus fare to Norfolk."

I didn't have the nerve to askwhen
God started this new method of mis-
sionary support in place of tithes and
offerings. Then things really got weird.

Just down the road, I drove by a
man in his late 30s who was carrying
a large wooden cross with training
wheels on the long part that dragged
the ground. That certainly gave a
whole new meaning to Jesus' words,
"Tllke up the cross and follow me."
Some folks just don't get it.

No sooner hod I orived back at
the office when the phone rang. A
woman said, "They told me to call
you. We just bought the First Flee Will

Baptist Church in Tulsa and we don't
knowwhere to send the money."

I was flabbergasted. I like 'lulsa,
you understand, but I've never sold a
church there and had no idea how I'd
gotten involved in the financial t¡ans-
action. By the time I managed to get
that dear sister transfened to some-
one lntelligent, the phone rang again.

A mqn colled fiom New Yoû
asking for another person by name,
but the receptionist gave him to me
anyway. He said he believed Free Will
Baptist doctrine but wanted to know
why we didn't worship on Saturday.

He hit the right button at the wrong
time, For the next five-minutes, he lis-
tened without saying a word while I
ran through the law and the prophets,
the coming of Jesus to fulfill the cere-
monial law, the resunection of Christ
and the celebration of His resurrec-
tion on the first day of the week in-
stead of the seventh day. While I'm
not sure I solved all his problems, he
didn't have any more questions.

The next motn¡ng Sears catled
again. I had inquired ãbout vinyl sid-
ing and gutters because my wife
doesn't trust me near a paint brush.
By 3:00 p.m. I was sitting at the table
discussing philosophy of life, a bit of
theology and answering gutter ques-
tions with two Methodist preachers
and a Southem Baptist deacon-all of
whom had come from Sea¡s to save
the house from my paint brush.

It is now 4:()() o.m. Friday mom-
ing, and I'm back at the office be-
cause a noisy group of people crowd-
ed into the bedroom at 3:00 a.m. with
broken vacuurn cleaners and wash-
ers, knife wounds, lost convention
pictures, a cross on wheels, Saturday
worship and Sears vinyl siding.

I think I missed a tum somewhere
this week. Does anyone have bus
fare to Norfolk? r

JackWllioms
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FREE WILL BAPTIST

IYIASTER'SMEI{

Purqsæ:
Soul-Winning
Discipleship
Edification

Stewardship
Fellowship

Pøstors, laymen and eoefl u)oftten need Møster's Men!

The denominatíonal altqnøtiae for men's mínistry in your church

What church doesn't need workers, teachers, trained leaders? Master's Men ministry is your answer in

troubling times to help provide new impetus for growth right in your church membership. A vital, vibrant

progra* does take effori, planning and infusion of time. Real men of God respond to great challenges. Real

men minister by giving aid and help in the church body.
Masterb Men groups are not a last resort to get the men into church work. Too many men do too little

in the divine harvest!-Tht Master's Men process provides abundant opportunities for individual and group

involvement in ministry and outreach. It is the first line of defense. Master's Men seek God's will. They pray

for and uphold their pastor. It is the first line of offense in a troubled world looking for men with answers on

how to hãve happy, productive, even victoriow lives. Well-grounded men can give guidance and instruction

to others who struggle with life's problems.
Master's Men undergird their church with prayer, finances and manpower. Strong men of God provide

support to churrh life. Isn't it time you joined a good grouP of real men? foin Master's Men!

Our menproaide tools for
missionariæ. Haae some

you don't need? Put them

in theministry!
You can anen traoel to

work sites and help build
nan churchæ with us.

You need Master's

ffi%
MffiN

The 20th National
Conference is set for

April2S-25,1998
at Camp Linden,

Tþnnessee.
Blessings

Challenging
messaSes

Great sínging
AII planned just for you

2 man scramble
54 hole tournament

MEN

å D'ÞEP; souTrr
; c'oLF
Rs #fic

SPORTS FELLOWSHIP
activities like the DSGT

provide time and place
for men to gather and

compete with Christian
brothers.

Third Annual contest:
February 26-28,'1998

91,99

Master's Men Tiavel
Holy Land Tour/

mini-tour of Athens
Mørch2-77,7998

$1,899 from New Yo¡k
call fo¡ brochu¡e:

615-7314950, Ext. 281 or
615-793-7179, phone or fax

The bottom line: Men and Master's Men needs you!


