






































those who can least afford to lose
their hard-earned money to gambling,

This odd-fellow arrangement has
resulted in a 10% drop in gambling
across the country. It is evident that
support of legalized gambling by the
public is waning and continues to
drop.

Public morality is not as degener-
ate as some would have us believe.
The general populace is not apathet-
ic toward government promotion of
social evil. The kind of gambling try-
ing to sweep across our couniry is a
predatory evil that does not deserve
official encouragement or sanction
by local, state or federal government.

The Minnesota Story

Gambling's toll upon society in
Minnesota was well-documented in
the Apnl 1996 Reader’s Digest. To
gain voter approval and sorme degree
of acceptance, the gambling industry
indicated that there would be abun-
dant money for public programs,
thus reducing the need to depend on
additional taxes. However this addi-
tional money was accompanied by a
substantial increase in crime, bank-
ruptcies and suicides

Whiters Chris Ison and Dennis Mc-
Grath wrote: “In less than a decade
legalized gambling in Minnesota
($4.1 billion is legally wagered each
year) has created a new class of ad-
dicts, victims, and criminals whose
activities are devastating families,
Even conservative estimates of the
social toll suggest that problem gam-
bling costs Minnesotans more than
$200 million per year in taxes, lost in-
come, bad debts, and crime.”

From 1988, when the first of 17
casinos opened, until 1994, counties
that housed casinos indicated their
crime rate increased twice as fast as
those counties rejecting casinos,
Crimes linked to gambling such as
theft, forgery, fraud and counterfeit-
ing had the sharpest increase.

Empty Promises

Gambling and its after-effects pro-
duce significant moral, social and eco-
nomic impact. It ends in ruined lives
for many farnilies, in bad loans and
bankruptcies for both individuals and
businesses, and in embezzlements,
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suicides and other crimes commitied
to either cover up or nowrish the gam-
bling habit. Additional financial impact
is noted in tax payers’ cost increases
for investigation, prosecution and pun-
ishments of these crimes.

Even without considering the
moral aspect of gambling, there is suf-
ficient evidence that garmnbling is not
good for society. For every $1 the state
receives in revenues from gambling,
increases in criminal justice and so-
cial welfare cost an additional $3 in
expenses. Lotteries and other kinds of
gambling do not increase revenues or
improve conditions of public educa-
tion. This kind of revenue tends to be
a substitute for public school funding
rather than a supplement to the
school systent’s tax revenue.

(Gambling does not end unem-
ployment or generate new wealth.
Rather, it takes jobs away from exist-
ing industries. Small businesses are
hurt most as money is drained from
the local economy. Domestic vio-
lence and abuse of women and chil-
dren increase dramatically when
gambling comes to an area.

The gambling industry has be-
come the single most powetful lobby
in many states as it seeks to influ-
ence and corrupt state legislators.
The government is to be a protector
of its citizens; gambling allows it to
be a predator of those citizens.

What the Bible Says

The Bible does not reveal a “Thou
shalt not” in relation to gambling. But
it does contain many principles and
insights regarding the evils of gam-
bling. Scripture strongly emphasizes
the sovereignty of God in His rela-
tionships with humanity, while gam-
bling depends on luck and chance.

“Are not two sparrows sold for a
farthing? and one of them shall not
fall on the ground without your Fa-
ther. But the very hairs of your head
are all numbered. Fear ye not there-
fore, ye are of more value than many
sparrows,” (Matthew 10:29-31).

The Word of God reveals that
mankind is to work creatively and
utilize his substance for the good of
others, while gambling encourages a
“something-for-nothing” attitude,

“Let him that stole steal no more:
but rather let him labour, working

with his hands the thing which is
good, that he may have to give to him
that needeth,” (Ephesians 4:28).

The Bible demands careful stew-
ardship, but gambling results in reck-
less abandonment. “Give an account
of thy stewardship,” (Luke 16:2).

The Bible condemns materialism
and covetousness of material things,
but the heart of gambling contains
both. “Take therefore no thought for
the morrow: for the morrow shall
take thought for the things of itself,
Sufficient unto the day is the evil
thereof,” {(Matthew 6:34).

The moral thrust of God’s holy
Word is a revelation of a love for both
God and neighbor, while gambling
seeks personal pleasure and gain at
another’s loss and pain.

“Jesus said unio him, Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy mind. This is the first and great
commandment. And the second is
like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neigh-
bor as thyself. On these two com-
mandments hang all the law and the
prophets,” (Matthew 22:37-40).

If we dare gamble with the future
of our children and their posterity, e
will lose! m

ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend David Joslin serves
as promotional director for the Arkansas State Asso-
ciotion of Free Will Boptists.





















FURRERTLY

Just 18 months after Pastor Leon
Gibson amndved at Spring Grove FWB
Church in Jesup, GA, the congrega-
tion experienced phenomenal growth,
At last count, 66 people had been con-
verted with 65 baptisms.

Pastor Gerald Brown and the con-
gregation at First FWB Church in
Tifton, GA, burned the mortgage this
summer. On Wednesday night before
he died, Deacon John T. Cook pre-
sented the deed to the church.

They're on the move at Perry FWB
Church, a mission project of the Geor-
gia Union Association. Pastor Gene
Cross reports the purchase of a 30-pas-
senger bus, a VBS high of 94, a new
puppet ministry and special projects to
send children to camp.

Three groups from Sherwood For-
est FWB Church in El Sobrante, CA,
traveled to far-flung mission fields this
summer. Pastor Milburn Wilson led a
two-week pastoral counseling trip to
Russia. Youth pastor Craig Shaw took a
group of teens to Mexico for a missions
effort. A third group led by Bob MacGil
spent three weelks in France remodel-
ing the home of missionary Dennis
Teague.

Pastor Steve Wallace reports eight
conversions and five baptisms at Beat-
ty FWB Church in Springfield, OH.

Members approved a building pro-
ject for a new sanctuary at Heartland-
Union FWB Church in Plain City, OH.
Pastor Dana Booth welcomed 10 new
members.

Thirteen conversions and baptisms
at Wellington FWB Church in Welling-
ton, OH, brought a big smile to Pastor
Billy Joe White.

Pastor Bill Jones reports 10 conver-
sions, six baptisms and three new
members at Brookdale FWB Church in
Burlington, OH. The congregation also
started giving the outside of their sanc-
tuary a new loolk by replacing windows.

Although flooding did extensive
damage to Marysville FWB Church in
Marysville, OH, members cleaned up

the sewer back-up and went on with
services, C. A, Newman pastors.

Pastor Curtis Booth has led Gahan-
na FWB Church in Gahanna, OH, for
10 years. He reports eight recent con-
versions, two rededications, six bap-
tisms and two new members,

Lockbourne FWB Church in Lock-
bourne, OH, reports five conversions
and six new members. Bert Miller
pastors.

Some 104 people attended the first
services in the new buiiding at Mead-
ow Brook FWB Church in Middle-
town, VA, They worshiped without car-
pet or pews, according to Pastor Roger
Mullins.

Pastor David Reece reports 10 con-
versions at Heritage FWB Church in
Fredericksburg, VA, Homecoming
crowds swelled to 253 attendees. The
congregation paved the parking lot,
renovated their fellowship hall and se-
cured an architect to prepare plans for
a two-story annex.

Contact welcomes Power Pointe,
newsletter of North Pointe FWB
Church in The Woodlands, TX. Dwain
Crosby pastors.

Boyd and Trish Griffith received
the 1997 Direct Service Award from the
Tennessee Association for Child Care,
The award is given to the top-rated
child care workers in East Tennessee,
The Griffiths serve as house parents to
teenage girls at the Free Will Baptist
Family Ministries in Greeneville, TN.

Mile High FWB Church in North-
glenn, CO, celebrated their 20th an-
niversary Septecmber 14. Mike Lewis
pasfors.

Forty-seven conversions and 50
rededications highlighted California’s
Southern Association Youth Camp, ac-
cording to Director Fred Sessions,
Some 284 campers from eight church-
es attended. Tennessec evangelist
John Gibbs handled the preaching
duties with twice-daily worship ses-
sions,

Reverend Cecil Thurman {89), a

Free Will Baptist minister for 47 years,
died April 25, 1997. He invested his life
in California churches. He started two
churches, one in Shafter and another
in Fresno (First FWB Church). He was
born December 20, 1908, in Bower,
Oklahoma.

Bright Light FWB Church in Col-
lege Station, TX, added seven new
families with a total of 21 people. The
youth class started their own newslet-
ter. Herbert Richards pastors.

After one month at Abundant
Grace FWB Church in Louisville, KY,
Pastor Mark Wheatley reports an at-
tendance jump from 12 to 25. Six-year-
old Zachary (the pastor’s son)
climbed a tree his second day in
Lousiville, lost his balance and fell 15
feet to the ground. One concussion,
one broken armm and a S11 call later,
young Zach is up and running again,

First Bible FWB Church in New
Castle, IN, celebrated their 90th an-
niversary in August. All-day activities, a
souvenir booklet and two worship ser-
vices kept members busy. Mike Ed-
wards pastors.

Florida minister Arnold Woodlief
led special Flag Day services on the
Jackson County Courthouse lawn in
Marianna June 13. Woodlief led the
pledge of allegiance, brought a brief
message and concluded with a prayer
for America.

Cora Johns was cited for volunteer-
ing 2,500 hours of community service
at Barnes-Jewish St. Peters Hospital.
She is a member of Trinity FWB
Church in Bridgeton, MO. Lynn Dav-
enport pastors,

First FWB Church in Mt. Vernon,
IL, celebrated their 67th anniversary in
June, according to Pastor Ronnie
Mitchell.

First FWB Church in Owasso, OK,
voted to purchase 30 acres adjacent to
the church for $360,000, according to
Pastor Leonard Pirtle. Expect a series
of building programs in Owasso. m
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HELIGTOUS COMMUNITY NEWS

Littie Change in Religious Beliefs of
Scientists

SeatTLE, WA (EP)—Though a majority
of U. 8. scientists do not believe in
God, about 40% do-—a statistic that
has remained unchanged for 80 years,

Edward Larson, a University of
Georgia historian, and Larry Witham
of Seattle’s Discovery Institute, repli-
cated a 1916 survey by James Leuba,
which shocked the nation with the
finding that most scientists did not
believe in God. Leuba predicted that
as education improved, people
would be less likely to believe in a
Supreme Being.

“To test that belief, we replicated
Leuba’s survey as exactly as possi-
ble,” Larson and Witham wrote in an
article for the science joumnal Nature.
“The result: about 40% of scientists
still believe in a personal God and an
afterlife. In both surveys, roughly 45%
disbelieved and 15% were doubters
{agnostic).”

The researchers surveyed 1,000 ran-
domly chosen scientists listed in the
reference work “American Men and
Women of Science,” using the current
version of the 1910 work Leuba used.
Scientists were asked if they believed
in a God who answered prayers, in an
afterlife, and in immortality.

“Today, even more than in 1916,
most scientists have no use for God
or an afterlife,” they conciuded. “But
{o the extent that both surveys are ac-
curate readings, traditional Westem
theism has not lost its place among
1. 8. scientists, despite their intellec-
tual preoccupation with material re-
ality. Americans will doubtless be
pleased to know that as many as 40%
of scientists agree with them about
God and an afterlife.”

The 1996 study found that mathe-
maticians are the most likely to be-
lieve in God (44.6%), while physicists
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and astronomers are the least likely.

. In Leuba’s day, biologists were least

likely to believe in God.

Poll: American Men are “Most Pagan”
on Earth

GLenpaLk, CA (EP)—American men
are arnong the world’s “most pagan,”

according to pollster George Barna. A
¢ study reported in The Barna Repott,
: his newsletter, found that the church

has litle or no influence on many

© American men.

About one in three American men
claims to be a bom-again Christian,
but only 28% attend church on any
given weekend. Other forms of reli-
gious activity—including Bible read-
ing, Sunday School attendance and
giving time or money to a church—
have all declined among American
men since 1991,

Barna also found that even men
who claim to be Christians often
hold unorthodox beliefs that are at
odds with biblical Christianity. For in-
stance, 28% deny that Jesus was

physically raised from the dead,
. while 27% say He committed sins.

Surprisingly, 55% of self-identified
Christian men agreed that all people
“experience the same outcome after
death, regardless of their beliefs,”

while only 50% of non-Christians

agreed. And 39% of Christian men
believe that a good person can earn
their way into heaven.”

Barna found that less than hailf of
Christian men believe that there are
absolute moral truths {47%) or that the
Bible and religion should be primary
influences on moral thinking (40%).

To reverse this trend, Barna says
churches must provide a male-friend-
ly environment, including opportuni-
ties to interact with other men, practi-

cal Bible teaching and real-world so-
lutions to personal problems.

No Church Burning Conspiracy

WashingToN, DC (EP)—After a year of
study, President Clinton’s National
Church Arson Task Force has report-
ed what many suspected all along:
although arson attacks on churches
are reprehensible, they are not the
work of a widespread conspiracy.

The Treasury and Justice Depart-
ments have opened 429 investigations
on arsor fires, bombings and related at-
tacks on houses of worship going back
to January 1, 1995. Fewer than four out
of 10 (37.8%) of those cases involved
predominately black churches, and
more than three out of four of those
black churches were in the South.

“The arsons at African-American
churches raised significant fears
about an increase in racially motivat-
ed crimes,” the task force acknowl-
edged, but added that attacks “at
both African-American and other
houses of worship were motivated
by a wide array of factors, including
not only blatant racism or religious
hatred, but also financial profit, bur-
glary and personal revenge.”

Almost 200 suspects in church
burnings have been arrested in the
last 2% years, most of them since the
creation of the task force. Of the 199
arrested, 160 were white, 34 black,
five Hispanic. Juveniles accounted
for 83 of those arrested.

Of the church fires in the study,
162 were predominately black and
267 were predominately white,

The armrest rate for church-related
arson cases is twice the national aver-
age for all arson cases, and the num-
ber of new church arson cases has
fallen dramatically, the task force re-
ported. =









