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Generotion Gap
he term, "generation gap," is
nothing new. There has al-
ways been a difference in
succeeding generations.

What should be the response of
the Church to the generation gaP?

The writer of Acts intimates that gen-
erations are different when he dis'
closes, "For David, after he had
served his own generation by the will
of God, fell on sleep, and was laid un-
to his fathers. . ." (Acts 13:36).

The Facts
The writer of Ecclesiastes de-

scribes change when he declares,
"One generation passeth away, and
another generation cometh: but the
earth abideth for ever," (Eccl. l:4).
When we read history even Bible his-
tory one fact claims our attention.
Change does occur.

One generation serves God and
the following generation forsakes the
Lord. Secular and sacred history pro-
vide examples of childrenwho raged,
rebelled, reiected and renounced the
lifestyle of their parens.

The writer of Ecclesiastes denotes
constants when he asserts, "The thing
that hath been, it is that which shall be;
and that wNch is done is that which
shall be done: and there is no new
thing under the sun. Is there anÍfúng
whereof it may be said, See, this is
new? It hath been already of old time,
which was before us," (Eccl. l:9-10).

In spite of changes in society,
some constants remain. No genera-
tion is exempt from the commands
of the living God. The Bible's aÞ
solutes apply to each generation. Hu-
man nature has not changed. ManY
who are quick to admit their addic-
tions have no concept of their sinful
condition before a holy God.

The writer of Ecclesiastes draws
conclusions when he declares, "Let
us hear the conclusion of the whole

matter: Fear God and keeP Ns com-
mandments: for this is the whole du'
tyof man," (Eccl. l2:13).

The bottom line for every genera-
tion is to reverence the person of God,
respond to the precepts of God and to
remember the punishment of God.

The Features
Proverbs describes four genera-

tions in graphic detail. The first gener-
ation is described as ungrateful (hov.
30:ll). This generation is proud and
disrespectful. Their self-sufficiency
manifests itself in no respect or rever-
ence for their parents. They recognize
no indebtedness to their parents.

Children's attitudes and actions
toward parents reflect their attitude
toward God. Cursing one's parents
results in the same punishment as
blaspheming God (Deut. 2l :1 8-21).

The second generation is de-
scribed as ungodþ (Rov. 30:12). This
generation is pure in its own eyes and
yet they have not been washed from
their sins. Jesus describes this tlpe in-
dividual when He addressed tt¡e Phar-
isees. They were hlpocrites, refusing
to go into the kingdom and refusing to
let others go in as well. They had ex-
temal religion butno intemal reality.

Churches are filled with peoPle
who put on the extemals of religion
but know nothing of the transform'
ing powerof the gospel. This genera'
tion has overlooked its depravity.

The Secretary's Schedule
November 1997

ó,7 Alobomo Stoto Assotiolion

lll-12 Tenneme Stoto Assaiolion

13 0ttP Eoord filesling

l{-15 Gærgio Stote Assotiotion

19-23 h¡lh FWB fturdt

Ihrlinghn, SC

The third generation is described
as untouchable (Prov. 30:13). It is de'
scribed as one with lofty eyes. They
are arogant, aggressive, abusive and
abrasive. Instead of displaying humili-
ty, they are haughty. Instead of being
repentant, they are rebellious. Instead
of being contrite, they are self-
conlident. They consider themselves
better than others and are untouched
by the needs of those around them.

The fourth generation is described
as untamed (Prov. 30:14). This gener'
ation has teeth like swords and
knives. They devour the Poor and
needy. They are unmoved bY the dis'
fiess and deprivation of those around
them. They are wild and untamed,
venting their wickedness where there
is little ability to offer resistance.

The Focus
In many respects, each genera'

tion is different and yet alike. Rather
than focus on the particular charac'
teristics of each generation, our fo
cus should be on tn¡th. God declares
that the truth will set men free.

Our focus should also be on the
authentic transformation. The power
of God can and does transform the
lives of those who believe. All who
are in Cfuist are new creatures. We
must not settle for less than authen-
tic tansformation of sinners.

Third, our focus should be on the
assigned task The task Jesus as'
signed to the Church was to go into
all the world and Preach the gosPel

to every individual. The task has not
been repealed. The Churchdoes not
have a right to focus on any other
agenda but the assigned task.

This generation is not unlike every
other generation. The needs of
mankind remain the same in every
generation. There is nothing new un'
der the sun. So let's get on with the
assigned task. I

Nouember 1997, Contact I



A Story of How God Answers Proyer

Whose Life Was Saved?
By James and Mitzi Munsey

Mitzi's prologue
One Fliday aftemoon a few months ago, my husband left to

_{{ve to the neighboring town of McAllen, about 16 miles away.
We were preparing to go north to visit some of our churches to
promote the work in Me:<ico. Only minutes after he left, I had a
stong fear that something was wrong. James travels in Mexico
away from phone contiact for days at a time and I have peace
about that, but this time I was concemed about a simple Z0-mn
trip. I began to pray.

My mind recalled Psalm 34:4, "I sought the Lord, and He
heard me, and delivered me from allfears."

I prayed hard for l0 minutes after James left, then, hav-
ing done all I could, I went about preparing
the evening meal. The radio was on and I lis-

tened as the daily traffic report began.
My heart began to pound hard as I

heard the announcerwam all drivers heading
toward McAllen to exit the expressway before

wor.¡Id have reached that express-
way o<it just as the accident

Jomes'slory
I kissed mywife and rushed out the doorwith a long list of er-

rands and a short time to complete them. Rush hour traffic was
in full swing on the expressway and I regretted that I had not left
earlier.

About four miles from home, I had to brake suddenly; traffic
almost came to a complete stop. As I strained to see the cause
of the delay, I saw a blue sedan on the inside lane of the ex-
pressway going about 35 mph.
. Car.s were passing on the right side of the slow-moving vehi-

cle. Tired and frustrated motorists blew their homs andlaised
their fists. The sedan finally managed to get to the outside lane
and just as I passed, the driver pulled off to the side of the s<-
pressway.
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As I passed the blue sedan, I glanced over and saw that
an elderly lady was driving. In that instant, God spoke very
clearly to my heart. You must stop!

I pulled over in front of her car. The lady trem-
bledbadly as shg fumbled to rollthe wtndow-fi
down. Finally, she opened the car
door a little instead. I asked her, å

"Ma'am, do you need help?"
"Oh, thank God, someone

stopped," she said. "l'm lost, and I want
to get back home, I can't find my exit."

I knew I had to help her get off the expressway. She had
stopped in an emergency lane near an overpass. Instinc-
tively I knew it was a precarious and dangerous place.

She told me she lived in John Knox Village, a retirement
center in Weslaco about five miles back. By then I definite-
þ felt that the Lord wanted me to take her all the way
home. She agreed to follow me in her car back to her
home.

After a slow start. she followed me off the next exit
ramp. I led her along the frontage road, not wanting to get
back up in hea"y traffic. I regretted the delay, but I could
not help but feel that this elderly lady might have been
killed up there in traffic.

When we got to the retirement village, I got out and ap
proached her car. The first thing she said to me was, "Are
you a preacher?"

"Yes I am," I said, "l think God sent me by to help you
today."

"l know God sent you," she replied, "l have never been
so scared. I thought I was going to die, and I just called out
to God to send someone to help me get back home, and
you came by." She cried as she told how tenified she was
of the heavy traffic and of being lost.

I left her safe in her home and continued on to McAllen
feeling smug that I had been able to help someone in
need. I had been God's instrument to answer someone's
prayer. In fact, I may have even saved her life.

I knew I could not complete my errands before stores
closed, but I felt good anyway. It was strange how that
heavy traffic did not bother me now

Closer to McAllen, I saw emergency vehicles on the
side of the expressway cleaning up what remained of an
earlier accident. Traffic was just beginning to move past
the accident site, so I passed and went on my way to
complete at least some of my enands.

Mitzi's epilogue

Hours later, James was still not home. I called a couple
of the places I knew he needed to visit and they had not
seen him. The radio did not give any more information
about the accident. Didn't God say to trust Him in all
things? I prayed, "Lord, I trust You, to keep him safe and
bring him home soon."

'Almost as soon as I finished that prayer, I heard James
pull in the driveway. I met him at the door, hands on hips,
asking why he was so late.

He said, "Wait until you hear what happened." And he
began to tell me the whole story of the lost lady and how
he had helped her.

When I realized what he was saying, the ttüill of seeing
so clearly God's amazing power overwhelmed me. I told
James that he hneu only half the story. I told him of my
fear for his safety, of praying for him, and of hearing about
the accident that surely occuned the same time James
would have reached McAllen. We both marveled at God's
grace.

James was God's instrument to answer that lady's
prayer of need. And maybe her predicament uas the an-
suer to my prayer to keep James søfe. Deuteronomy 33:1 2

says, "The beloved of the Lord shall dwell in safety by
Him."

How many times has His mighty presence protected us
from harm? We may not know until we see Him face to
face. We only know that He has been faithful to keep us
safe through thousands of miles of travel. He is our Rock
and we plan to faithfully depend on Him. r

AB0UT THE WRITERS: Reverend Jomes Munsey serves os Home Mi¡sionf coordi'

notor for Mexiro. He ond his wife Mitzi hove three children.
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By J. M. Creech

A smoll Free Will Boplisl church in Côte d'lvoire similor to the one ol Nopourdouo.

I will never forget that little
I African church. Missionary doc-
I tor Kenneth Eagleton told us
I that we were going to a villager church that Sunday morning.

We drove 30 miles south of Doropo
in Côte d'lvoire and stopped our ve-
hicle beside the dirt road.

The village was up on the left side
of the road, its dwellings made of mud
with thatched roofs. The smell of
cooking smoke from the moming
meal lingered in the air. We walked up
the path to the Free Will Baptist
Church, the only chu¡ch in the village.

Tholched-Roof (hurch

The chu¡ch was a small, thatched-
roof structure with open sides. Crude-
ly made bacldess benches and a log
laid up one side provided seating. And
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the pulpit-the first thing to claim my
attention-was made of small limbs
with the bark still on them. It had a
small space to lay the Bible.

Since the sunwasn'tshining, itwas
hard for lvorians to know exactly what
time church would begin; but when
the singing started, it didn't take long
for that little church to have standing
room only.

An old lady worsNped, seated on
the front end of the log. A small naked
child wandered in and sat on the log,
too. An older lady brought a small
stool on which to sit. Others came
and we had church. We worshiped
the Lord together. A reverence and a
reality about that service made me
thankful to be there with them.

My thoughts went back across the
Atlantic Ocean to my own church that
moming. I suddenly realized that we

do not need an air-conditioned,
padded-peq brick building to have
church. We do not need a piano or or-
gan to sing praises to God. We do not
need electricity or a parking lot (we
were the onlyones who drove acarto
church that morning), in order to
have a place of worship.

We do not need brass offering
plates to worship the Lord with tithes
and offerings, or an oak pulpit to
preach the Word. It dawned on me
that God loved this little church just as
much as He loved the church I pastor,
or any other church. Thank God for
that small church at Nopourdouo.

Beyond Gold Fish ond Roofiops

Back in our "eat gold fish" and
"preach on top of the church" days, I
remember someone saying that God



does not love a small church but for
just a short time, because He wants
all of His churches to be big church-
es. I did not believe that then and I

certainly do not believe it now.
I do think thatGod maywantsome

of our churches to be bigger than they
are, for there a¡e certain progralns
and ministries that a large church can
offerwhich are impossible for a small
church. But does this fact cause God
not to love small churches?

If I did not thank God for small
churches, I could not believe Jesus
when He said ". . . where two or th¡ee
are gathered in my name, I am in the
midst," If I did not thank God forsmall
churches, I could not thank Him for
many of the New Têstament church-
es, some of which met in homes.

If I did not thank God for small
churches, I could not thank Him for
most Free Will Baptist churches, for
most of them are considered smaìl
churches. One preacher said jokingly
(?) that he was going to staywith Free
Will Baptists because he was afraid of
crowds.

Unique tellowship
I have found that there is a special

kind of fellowsNp in a small church
where everybody knows everybodY
else. In some large churches, people
do not know who they worshiP with
every Sunday. There are those in
small churches who do have a vi-
sion. They are willing to do what they

can for the cause of Christ, and they
deserve a good pastor just as much
as those in large churches.

Personol Support

It seems that small churches rallY
behind people in the church and the
community when there is a need or
there has been a death in the family.
A farmer who's had a tragedy may
find his church brothers and neigh-
bors in the field harvesting Ns crops.

Most families who have a death
often must tell people not to bring
any more food; they have more than
they can handle. It has been reported
that in some large churches, the
church folk will not Provide a meal
for the family who has had a death
unless the pastor is asked to preach
the funeral (pastor's regulation).

Some large chu¡ches find it hard to
host the quarterly meeting because
ttre people do notwant to be bothered
with providing a meal for sister
churches. Not so with small churches.
They go all out in order to do their part.

It might be wise for our denomi-
nation to check up on some facts.
Just ask FWBBC and our missions
department where the bulk of their
financial support comes from. They
might tell you, "the small churches."

Despising Smoll Things

Many have the idea that "big is bet-
ter" and they "despise the daY of

small things . . ." (Zechariah 4:l0a).
But I thank God for small churches.
While this does not excuse us from
doing what God wants us to do for
Him, I believe thatwe ought to thank
God for all churches where the gospel
is preached and those who taithfully
carry on the work. They are all impor-
tant to God.

While the Nopourdouo Free Will
Baptist Chu¡ch in Côte d'lvoire may
never be able to afford a tin-roofed
building with better Pews, theY can
have church. They may still use that
small drum and gourd with shells at-
tached as their musical instruments,
yet they can still lift their voices and
hearts inpraise to God. Theymaynev'
er be able to afford a full-time pastor,
a better pulpit, or a ride to church, but
the Word of Godwill stillbe preached.

That church is God's church, and I
thank God for it.I

ABOUTTHE II'JR|TER: Reverend J. M, Creech po$ors

Bellview Free t¡Till Boptist Church in Colquitl, Geor'

gi0.

BEYOTID BETIEF
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No Greater Love
By Chuck Cushman

y tour of
duty in
South

ended almost as
quickly as it began. As soon as I

wasable to tavel afterbeingwound-

paid no furtherattention to the group
shaking the fence and becoming
more violent.

After being rushed into the plane and strapped down,
none ofus could keep our eyes offan approãching green
forklift nearing the tail ramp. Its cargo-was obv¡õus. Six
metal coffins, tluee high and two wide, were set down

$ufll
YtEIì^ll

were n¡nning as we boarded.

and sectned in the cargo area.

A forldift approached,
coffins and backed away
plane. I sawthe seniorof ou¡group, a
gur¡nery sergeant wave the driver
down, jump on the forldift and talk to
the operator.

He got off and approached our
group saying loud and clear, "Hall in-
to two squads! We're escorting our
brothers past that mob."

We knew the crowd could clearly
see us, but without saying a word our
weary group fell into two squads,
one on each side of the coffins. The
gunny ordered, "Hand salute!" Al-
though wom out from the flight with
some on crutches, some limping
from wounds, we all stood tall and
smartly saluted the coffins.

As our procession proceeded slow-
þ along the fence line toward a large
warehouse, the hecklers suddenly be-
came silent. I don't believe they were
capable of respect toward us. I think
they did it only because they were
amazed atwhatwe were doing.

Near the warehouse where we
could proceed no further, the forklift
stopped. As we were beginning an
about face, the driver honked his
horn. When we tumed and looked
toward him, he smiled and slowly

saluted us. r

AB0UT THE WRITER: Chuck

Cushmon is o member of

First tree Will Bopti$ fturch
in TuÉron, fuizono.

Iifted the
from the

7"d,1was ordered onto anAir Force cargo
15 other Marines boarded the aircraft. Engines

En route, we stopped only long enough to
refuel. Meals consisted of sack lunches and
colas. We were miserable and tired. Stiaring
at those coffins made for a somber flighl

Finally we landed in Califomia at asmall
Air National Guard base
adjacent to a large civil-

airport. Most of us were
wounded and unable to ñn-

our tours, although some
no longer required hospital-
ization.
As the ramp lowered, we

/disembarked and stood by the
plane waiting forourbags. Loud

shouting clamored from a public
near the fence line about

200 yards away. There 30 or 40
people had gathered and were
hollering, "Go back where you

came from; we don'twantyou."
We were tired and

Go
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Where Imperfect Things Are Valuable
By Joshua Thomas

And Moses suid unto the Lono, CI my

Lord, I om not eloquent... but I sm

slow of speeeh, ond of u slow

fongue. (Exoclus 4:10)

ext time you enter a housing develop- thing so complete as a beautiful house could
ment, look closely
at the individual

houses. The structu¡es
themselves may well
prove to be breathtak-
ing. There are sections
of huge windows, elab-
orate masonry and ele-
gant woodwork. The
signature of experi-
enced craftsmanship is
evident.

But the truly amaz-
ing part occurs when
we compare the flaw-
less houses to the tools
that built them. Step in-
to the carpenter's shop
and this is whatyouwill
find:

You'llfìnd a hammer
whose cracked handle
is splintered and paint-
stained. There'll be a
screwdriver whose shaft
is slightly bent and show-
ing unmistakable signs
of gradual rusting. You'll
see a dusty skill saw
with electrical tape
wrapped around the
cord.

Everywhere you look, you see imperfec-
tion. We will never understand how some-

come from tools so
broken unless we dis-
cover their common
bond. That common
bond is the carpenter.
You see, when

something is being
built, we rely not on the
quality of the tools but
on the efficiency of the
builder. Just as the car-
penter uses weathered
implements to create
magnificent structures,
so the Master Builder,
Jesus Christ, uses im-
perfect people to build
perfect things.

When we judge our-
selves to be unworthy
of the Lord's work, we
are only looking at the
tool. We fail to consider
the Builder and what
He is capable of doing
with chipped and
cracked lives that have
been touched by grace.
T

AB0UT THE WRITER: Joshuo Thomos oïends Hillsdole Free Will

Boplist College. He is o member of First Free Will Boptist Church

in Normon, 0klohomo.
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hat leaps to mind when
you think of pioneers?
Smoking muskets canied
by men who wear rac-
coon skin hats and live in

smallmountain cabins? Doyou think
of an elderþ, white-haired gentleman
standing before a crowd describing
the day he first flipped a switch and
the da¡kness disappeared? Do you
thinkof amandriving a horseless car-
riage out of a manufachring plant to
the applause of thousands? Ormaybe
you think of two brothers deciding it
was time to at least see if man could
flv?

When we think of pioneers, we
usually focus on the end results, not
the process, years of challenge, heart-
ache and failues it took to get to
those results. We think of Moses lead-
ing Israel to the brink of the promised
land, not the ñrst 80 years of his life
when he killed a man then shepherd-
ed sheep in the hot countryside.

We will always admire, respect
and aspire to be pioneers iust like our
heroes. There is a great need forthose
with the pioneering spirit to continue
on the mission God has given them.
However, being a pioneer is not for
the fainthea¡ted. We need to be re-
minded of what happens to, and
what it takes to become, pioneers.

l0 Contact, Nouember 1997

Pioneers are laughed al
Many of the people we

revere as pioneers were
laughed at and mocked
when they were alive.
Irnagine what little Danny
Boone's friends thought
when he told them he
wanted to move to Ken-
tucþ. *What you need to
do is iust stay right here, get
a nice iob and hy to make
something of youself."

He did want to make
something of himself, but
he didn't want to do it the same way
everybody else did. A buming fire
deep down in his heart yeamed for
something more, something differ-
ent. And like most pioneers, he knew
he had to "go out there" to try and
find it. Whatever "it" was.

Alexander Graham Bell was
laughed at by politicians; Albert Ein-
stein was kicked out of school for be-
ing durnb; Ma¡tin Luther was labeled

Íoneets:

-4ooîu" ol
CTomottoto

By Michael R. Lewis

r'ì lr 7l
Leøøfi]û I lÌ0,t/

a üouble-maker. Most pioneers are
not respected for their ideas, ideals or
actions when they first announce
them.

How ironic that we live in a soci-
ety built on individualism and inde-
pendence that shuns those who are
not like everybody else.

CÌuistian, do you contemplate be-
coming a pioneer? Be forewamed:
expect pressure from the pioneer po-



lice--friends, family members and co
workers r¡¿fro will ty to talk you out of i[

Pioneers ore rewurded . . .later
We live in a society that must have

everything úght now. Instant gratifi-
cation. On the way to work, people
stop at the convenience store for gas
and a cup of coffee because it's eas-
ier and faster to purchase it than to
prepare it. For lunch, they buy a can-
dy bar and cola from the vending
machine down the hall.

After a long day at work, they pick
up dinner at the drive-through and
take it home to eat because it's faster
and they are hungry right now. Then
theysitdown to eat in frontof the tele-
vision so they (at least the men) can
watch their favorite 13 shows at once.

Whatever they want, they want it
right now.

When it comes to being a pioneer,
however, rewards are usualþ delayed.
Lee Iacocoa gained the admiration of
Wall Street only after he tumed
Chrysler around. Not only were the
brokers unimpressed by the process,
theyridiculed him. But theysatup and
took notice rrvhen they saw the results.

A true pioneer finds rewards in the
process just as much, if not more so,
than in the final results.

Pioneers ure unossum¡ng

With a brief stroll down memory
lane, everyone can think of those
from high school and college that
professors and classmates saw as
"up and comers." But when we ask
about them or see them, we realize
that they weren't and aren't.

Perhaps the former class valedicto-
rian dropped out of college and works
at a machine shop and sells real es-
tate on the side. The mostpopulargirl
in school whom everyone knewwas
going to make it in the world struggles
as single mother of tr¡¡o. There may
be nothing wrong with them; rather, it
is likeþ how we perceived them.

It may be that quiet young man in
the back of the classroom wlto be
comes a famous pharmacologist or pas-
tororinventor. We have a tendency to
look at the outward appearance while
God looks at the hea¡t of the matter.

It's a tragedy that we elect political
leaders based not on their vision of

tomorrow but on their appearance of
today. The irony is that with the pio-
neering spirit of previous physicians,
even personal appearance is alter-
able. Some churches select pastors
based not on their vision of the king-
dom but on their polished appear-
ance and suave personalities.

It was an unassuming shoe sales-
man named Dwight L. Moody who
became a t¡emendous man of God.
God has always taken the common
and made something uncommon.

Pioneers ignore the status quo

Ayoung man entering the ministry
stopped to visit a growing church that
had much land on which to build, a
school and a day care. When the pas-
tor finished showing him around, the
young man said, "Boy, I su¡e would
like to fall into something like this."

He was obviously not a pioneer.
He had no concept of what the pas-
tor had gone through to lead the
church to that level of growth.

Someone with a pioneering spirit
doesn't want to maintain stiatus quo.
He doesn't want to fall into something
that someone else has builÇ he wants
something different. Something more.

The minister with a pioneering
spirit sees a big church not as a goal
but as a potential model. He will see
the potential in a small church, serve
and pray and lead so that it too will
someday be a model for others. They
will strive to become leaders through
challenge, integrity and success, not
through inheritance.

In the business world there are
those who want to be CEOs, and then
there are those who want to become
CEOs. Likewise in the ministry, there
are those who want to be leaders,
and there are those who want to be-
come leaders.

Many want to be pioneers but on-
Iy a few will become pioneers.

Pioneer yet? 1nly tíme willtell
We all want to be called pioneers

in our group, careers or thoughts. But
only time will tell who is and who isn't
a pioneer, a leader. No one realþ
knows if he's a true pioneer until oth-
ers see him as such. Most pioneers
aren't around to see that nice bronze
statue of themselves standing in the

town square.
When you look around creation

what do you see? We have informa-
tion coming in from literallylightyears
away. We can communicate with a
multitude of others at once all over
the world. Pharmacies are filled with
medications that cure some of the
world's deadliest diseases. Surgeries
are performed to allow the heart of a
corpse to continue pulsating life
through the body of a young child.

So we ask, what is there left to dis-
cover? What else could be out there
to find that we haven't already found?

As for me, I love roller coasters. To
most people, they're all the sarrìe:
they go up and then they go down.
They're partly right. But for me, they
all twist and tum differently and at diË
ferent times.

The ministry is like that. There is no
other message to discover or pro
claim. However, opportunities and
possibilities of means to share that
message with the world all over are
for the most part, still to be discovered.

A minister with a pioneering spirit
will be more challenged, inrigued and
drawn to that little church that wants
to, right past tlnt big church that is,

There are some wonderful and ef-
fective church growth seminars
around but I am convinced that most
of them are eithernothing more than
evangelistic revival meetings or
they're geared more for the church
that's already growing through 200
and wants to keep growing to 500.

Sure, that's pioneering in a sense.
But the minister with the pioneering
spirit will either seek to grow a new
church or lead the one with only 30
or so to sfarf growing.

A true pioneering spirit may move
to a different part of the state, coun-
try orworld to blaze a new trail.

It takes a pioneer to change the
world. You maybe that kind of world
changer. Your idea may be the one
that rewrites history. r

AB0UT THE WRITER, Reverend Michoel R. Lewis
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hen it's our own
money, we all
want the best re-
turn that we can
get on our invest-

ment. My wife OpaI and I
have some funds invested
with the Ffee Will Baptist
Board of Retirement. At the
end of each quarter I am in-
terested in how well our in-
vestnent did.

I can tell you that I am very
pleased. General director Bill
Evans is doing an outstanding
iob. I highÌy recommend the
Flee Will Baptist retirement
program and Brother Bill
Evans.

We've also invested some
funds with several of our
Home Missions church planters. Glo
ry to God! Opal and I struck it rich! I
have been told that one soul is worth
all the riches of this world. I don't re-
alþ know about that, but one thing
that I do know is that Ctuist left all the
riches of Heaven, came to this earth
and gave His last drop of blood to re-
deem the souls of men (l Feter l:18-
le).

When I visit or read the reports of
those missionaries in whom we have
invested and see the glorious retum
on our investment, I lift my voice and
praise His dear name. Just a few
days ago, one of those missionaries
called to give a victorious report of
souls that had just been saved and
the tremendous growth of his
church. I thought, "Well, glory! We
own stock in that mission church!"

We also do some foreign investing.
We just sent another large offering to
MCI<ico. What a temendous invest-
ment! Did you know that for just
$12,000 per month, we can support 14
ftrll-time pastors, the Seminary of the
Cross, its staff, food supplies and the
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tuition for several students? And the
retums are tmbelievable.

I feel that I can spot a good invest-
ment, so we are now investing some
funds in our missionary builder, and I
am thrilled about it. We will get some
retums on every church he builds or
souls that are saved in that church or
as a result of that church.

Our biggest and best investment,
however, is thatwe give to the gener-
al fund, because it draws a retum on
everything we do in the Home Mis-
sions Department. Richard Adams
and David Crowe are great preachers
and many people are saved weeldy
under their preaching. I am investing
in that, our loan fund, cross-cultural
ministry, church growth and evange-
lism. Yep, Opal and I have struck it
rich!

Think of the many churches that
have gone self-supporting. They will
be giving students, workers, preach-
ers, missionaries and funds back into
the denomination until Jesus comes.
Do you have an investment in that?

Think of the invest-
ment that Benjamin
Randall made, not only
in Free Will Baptists,
but in my own life and
the life of many of you
as well. I am benefit-
ting ftom that and en-
joying the blessings of
the investment that this
great saint of God
made over 200 years
ago.

An investment in
Home Missions is an in-
vesfnent to help plant
churches, reach souls
and mend broken
homes, hearts and
lives. It helps
abuse and hurt in

homes and lives of those God
changed.

Thousands upon thousands of
people are churchless (160 million in
America), hopeless and Chrisþless.
May God give us the courage, vision
and burden to invest in their lives.
Please give the best gift you possibþ
can to Home Missions this Novem-
ber . . "Home Missions Month."
Make an investment that assures the
greatest retums (Luke 6:38). r

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mr. Trymon Meser is generol

director of lhe Home Misions Deportment.
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I Never Plowed a
Mule

By Sterl Paramore

kay, I admit it. I never plowed
a mule. There, I've said it and
I'm glad. Among the several
things that have limited me
as a FTee Will Baptist, per-

haps this is the chief. I don't know
what it's like to affix my hands to a
plowhandle, keep myeyes on a stake
and plow a straight row. (On the oth-
er hand, I do know what it's like to
grip motorcycle handlebars and
vweck in a gravel parking lot.)

If there's anytt¡ing that has hurt me
in the pulpit, it's that I e¿nnot rutrtfrrlly
use thephrase tÌntelicits more a¡nens
than any other used in ourdenomina-
tion, uWell, I'm just an old counry
boy." I havebeenamazed and envious
at preachers who use this phrase
speaking from tue life experience.

Trust me. If your sermon is lagging
or people are listless, just throw in,
nWell, I'm iust an old country boy,"
and the windows will rattle with the
concussion. At the end of the ser-
mon, people will clap you on the
back heartily and try to fabricate fam-
iþ relationships with you.

The closest I can get is that my fa-
vorite foods are rice, collard greens
and black-eyed peas (in that order).
But that's ha¡d to work into a sermon.

While I'm at it, I may as well con-
fess that I never grew a decent toma-
to in my life. I never grew a tomato
regardless of its character, decent or

otherwise. Everybody's already got
'em, so I don't need to contribute to
the glut. This excludes me from
much religious life. I can neverioin in
when my brethren ask thoughtfully,
"Got any'maters?"

Rudolph was never so lonely. You
may be surprised at what a big deal
this is.

A friend asked me several years
ago, "Do you think an eamed doctor-
ate means much to our people?"

I answered, "lf you pit a guy wiÛt
an eamed doctorate in consideration
fora church againsta guywho can re-
ally grow a tomato, the doctor doesn't
stand a chance."

It would be wise ûcr the young min-
ister to incorporate such experiences
into his life in the event of a life-expe-
rience pop quiz. Honestþ, I have ùied
to do this. I once milked a cow wittt
my bare hands and even ate chitl¡ns
for ttre sake of the ministry. Still, I nev-
erplowed a mt¡le.

Young man. . . young man, your
arm's too short to box with tradition.
The prudent minister, until he reaches
significant age, will conceal his edu-
cátion beyond his senior year (what-
ever grade that may have been) if his
educational erperience was so great
as to make him ineligible fora full re-
fund upon withdrawal. Of all the real-
ity checks, this one was the greatest
for me.

I love us. I don't know what would
have been, as far as I'm concemed,
were it not for FYee Will Baptists. 'lìo

have come so far with so much difñ'
cr.rlty in so short a time is nruly alnaz-
ing. Sometimes I ma¡vel and wonder
if we're what Jeff Fo:<worthy had in
mind. Everyttring I am and have is
wrapped up in FYee Will BaPtists,
tomatoes and mules notwithstanding.

About three miles from my home
in Cookeville is a small farmwhere a
man raises mules. He has about
three-score beautiful reddish-brown
animals. I gotta admit-sometimes I
ride by, watching them graze peace'
fully near the roadside and wonder,
"Whatif...."l

AB0UT THE WRITER, Reverend Sþrl Poromore,

who still hos nover plowed o mule, postors

Cookeville FTÍB Church in (ookeville, Tennosseo.
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Prisoner of Darkness
By Kirsten Caison

-

prison in eerie shadows and masked
comers, chasing awaywhat little com-
fort a prison can offer du¡ing the day.
He must sleep wittr one eye open, nev-
er resting till daþreak. When sunlight
peeks over the eastem horizon, he
knows he can finaþ be at peace. Night
and its unknown dangers can't harm
him an)¡more.

Children fear the dark because
they do not know what may be lurk-
ing in the shadows. Night time disfig-
ures friendly objects, and the un-
known overwhelms their minds.
Children are accustomed to light and
prefer to dwell in it.

Parents and child psychologists
conectly sùate, 'A child's fear of the
dark is only a phase; they can and
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loneþprisoner lies in his dank
cell, nerves on edge and pulse
jurnping. Night has fallen, and
once more, he must be on his
guard. Darkness bathes the

willoutgrow it."
I believe there is an age when a

childhood fear of the dark is ex-
changed for fear of the light! What
else can explain man's undeniable
fascination with things dark and evil?

Ephesians 5:12 plainly states, "For
it is shameful even to speak of those
things which are done by them in se-
cret," (NKIV).

Obviously, certain behaviors are
easier performed by light, such as
reading or the simple act of observa-
tion. Others ate more suited to a dim-
mer atrnosphere, like sleeping, catch-
ing fireflies or playing hide-and-seek.

However, we humans soon leam
that darkness is also particularly use-
ful in disguising flaws, masking
doubts and fears and hiding indiscre-
tions. The concealing properties of
darkness must alsò 

-múddv 
our

brains and cloud our reasoñ, be-
cause we seem to think that dark-

ness makes sin disappear.
Our attitude, like that of "free love,"

claims no responsibility for any action
because we feel that no one else
could possibly know what we have
done. Therein lies the faultiness of our
thinking, for the Bible says,

Lord, You hove seorúed me ond known me.

You know my sitting down ond my rising up;
You understond my thought ofor 0ff.

You comprehend my poth ond my lying down,

And ore oquointed with oll my woys.

For lhere is not o word on my tongue,

But behold, 0 Lord, You know it oltogether,

(Psolm 
.l39:l-4, 

NKJV).

How much plainer can it be? "Se-
cret" acts are not really secret, for God
knows all and sees all. And still we
live in the dark, pretending that our
sins are invisible when, in reaJity, we
are helping coals of fire upon our own
heads.

The first step into light is admitting
our guilt and acknowledging that we



need help. The second is accePting
that the only way to step out of the
dark and into the blinding light is
through Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 5:14 challenges, "Wake
up from your sleep, Climb out of Your
coffins, Christ will show you the
light!" (The Message).

Those living in darkness are said to
be dead, living in cofñns! But God's
promise is just as vivid as His meta-
phor: if manwilltake the firststep, then
Jesus will give us the light! No longer
will he wallow in darkness, fearing the
exposure of his faults; rather, he will
stand proudþ in Jesus' circle of light,
and be seen as perfect as He.

What a privilege, and what an
awesome adventure, to be living free
in Jesus. The change is comPlete:
"For you were once darkness, but
now you are light in the Lord," (Eph-

esians 5:8, NKJV).
That lonely prisoner in the first

paragraph? My friend, that is you. Sin
beckons, the devil taunts and evil se-
duces at every threshold. Darkness is
their playground, and they are in the
habit of functioning in it since they
are as far removed from Jesus, and
therefore the Light, as is possible.

You, however, are capable of onlY
stumbling and groping for something
familiar in the foreign realm of dark-
ness. You are easy prey, and sleeping
with one eye open will never be
enough to protect you. The enemY is
faster, stronger and sneakier than
even the harshest of criminals.

'Might as well admit it: You are
weak, and any efforts on your part are
ineffectual against the devil and his
demons. But take heart! God has told
us, ". . . my strength is made perfect in
wealmess," (ll Corinthians l 2:9, NKJV).

You don't have to fight the dark'
ness yourself. With Jesus as your Ally,
darkness won't even stick around to

see the ñght! "And the light sNnes in
the darkness, and the darkness did
not comprehend it," (John l:5, NKJV).

I challenge you-throw off Your
shackles and step into the light. An
adventure like no other awaits You,
and the forecast calls for a brightly
shining Son all the waY Home. I

ABOUT THE WRITERT Kirsten Coison, o high sthool

senior, is o member of Southwest Free Will Boplist

Church in 0klohomo Cig 0klohomo.
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Itwasalie,
I telling the dirty,
I tattered
I stranger I was-r n't going his

way. A convenient
lie. Everyone knows
how dangerous it is
to pick up a hitchhik-
er, but I could have
just told the truth
and refused to give
him a ride.

Hoþ Spirit settled in upon me and I
vwestled with my conscience as I put
my key into the ignition. I've been a
Cfuistian for manyyears and I'm not in
tf9 habit of lyrr¡g to anyone about any-
thing. Butwho cot¡ld blame me in this
case?

The ragged young man with un-
combed hair and a heavy beard had
approached me as I left the bank, just
as I was gett¡ng into my car. ,,Could

you help me, please?" had been his
opening line.

"What can I help you with?" I
asked with a wary eye on the dis-
tance between us.

He wanted to know the location
of the Navy recruiting station and he
needed a ride there. That's when I
told him I wasn't headed that way,
even though I was. After all, this piti-
ful looking character didn't need a
blunt rejection from me to add to the
wounds he already ca¡ried. And I
couldn't afford to give him a ride.
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New Shoes for Old
By Joe Seay

What if he planned to attack me and
steal my car?

Then I hear the voice. "Give him a
ride," it said.

Had I imagined it? Was my guilty
conscience playing t¡icks on me? I
heard it again. "Give him a ride."

I couldn't tell if I was hearing the
words with myphysical ears oronlyin
my mind, but they were distinct and
to the point. "Lord, is that realþ you?"
I prayed softly. But I already knew
what I was going to do.

I got out of my car and told the
manlwould be going bythe Narryre-
cruiting station and would be
pleased to give him a ride. As we
drove along, he rewarded me for my
generosity by commenting, ,,This

sure is a nice car."
Suspicions leaped into my mind.

He wanted my car. What might he
do to get it?

"Lord, I'm in Your hands now,', I
prayed silently.

ed that his best option was to "ioin
the Navy and see the world."

I was touched by his sincerity and
began to ask about his priorities and
what he felt was important in his life.
It tumed out that he didn't reallv want
to ioin the Navy, but had made that
decision out of a sense of despera-
tion. In fact, he wasn't even sure the
Navy would want him, looking the
way he did, especially Ns shoes.

I looked at his feet, which sported
a pair of old wom-out sandals. He ex-
plained that he had spent several
nights in the back yard of a vacant
house and the night before, while he
slept, someone had stolen his shoes.
He didn't have money to buy food,
much less shoes, so he'd looked
around until he found the discarded
sandals.

By this time I had warmed up to
this hungry friendless young man
who was about the same age as my
son. So I invited him to go with me to

Then the young
man began to share
some of his experi-
ences with me. He had
come to town looking
for work but had been
unable to find any. He
was broke, homeless
and discouraged. He
was only 19 years old
and far from home.

He was lonely and
disappointed in peo-

ple. In fact, he had decid-
The conviction of the



the Christian Men's Club luncheon. I
was on myway there now.

He declined saying he didn'twant
a hand-out. In response, I heard
these words come out of my mouth,
"lf you will go wjth me to this meet-
ing and allow me to treat you to a
good meal, I believe God will provide
you a pair of shoes."

What kind of answer was that?
Did I say that? I wondered. Lord, is

that You again?
My passenger perked up. "Do you

really think God will do that?" he
asked.

Sounding as confident as I could, I
replied, "l'm sure He will."

So my new friend in his wrinlded
clothes, single-strap sandals and long
hair went with me to the luncheon.
He ate a big plate of food, but polite-
ly refused to retum for seconds, in
spite of my urging.

When the time came forme to in-
troduce my guest, I mentioned my
new friend's need for shoes and my
promise that God would provide him
shoes if he attended the meeting. By
then I was certain the Lord was go-
ing to supply this likable young man
with a more substantial pair of shoes
than the sandals he had found.

As the meeting proceeded, anoth-
er sûanger entered the drama. He
was a man who had attended the
Christian Men's Club mid-weekly
luncheon only once in the l7-year
history of the club. And the day he at-
tended was the day I promised a
needy young man a pair of shoes.

Unnoticed, this man slipped out of
the room. Five minutes later he re-
tumed and handed myyoung guest a
box. "Here," he said. "These are for
you."

Inside the box was a pair of cow-
boy boots. My friend was thrilled. In
west Texas, cowboy boots are per-
petually stylish. "Did he just give
these to me?" he asked.

"He sure did!'I answered.
"But I have a big foot," he said. "l

wear a size 12 shoe. I wonder what
size these boots are."

I had an answer ready, "l'm sure
they are size 12."

They were size 12 and when my
friend tried them on, theywere a per-
fect fit. Of course! God knew what
size his feet were.' After the meeting, several Christian
men joined me in explaining the love
of Christ for everyone. Our new,
young friend repented and commit-
ted his life to Jesus Christ. Then he
agreed to call his parents in another
state and tell them about his decision.

There was great rejoicing that day
over a young man's opportunity to
exchange tired old sandals for cow-
boy boots and his decision to ex-
change filthy rags for robes of right-
eousness.

As for me, my ability to hear from
the Lord was refined and encour-
aged that day. And I was reminded of
the awesome ioy available to those
who hear and obey the still, small
voice of God. r
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Leadership Conference Set for December
AlmtocH, TN-The annual Free
Will Baptist Leadership Confer-
ence will meet December 1-2 at
Regal Maxwell House Hotel in
Nashville, according to executive
secretary Melvin Worthington.
Some 150 state leaders are ex-
pected to participate in the two-
day conference.

Conference registration begins
Monday, December 1, at 2:00
p.m. After an opening dinner at
5:30 p.m., attendees will gather
for a two-hour session in the ho-
tel's Grande BaÌlroom.

The 1997 conference theme
will be "The Grace of Giving."

Seven one-hour sessions will be
planned around the theme.

Al Taylor, stewardship director
with the Church of Gocl (Cleve-
ìand, TN), will cleliver the kelnote
address and speali four times.

Other speakers ¿rnd seminar
leaders include Frank Ingraham,
a Nashville attorney and Wìlliam
Evans, general director of the
Boa¡d of Retirement.

National Association modera-
tor Carl Cheshier and assistant
modemtor Tim York will preside.
In the first gathering of its kind,
moderator Carl Cheshier will
lead a two-hour meeting Tuesday

afternoon for the chairmen of all
national boards to discuss salary
guidelines for departmcnt per-
sonnel.

Xrloncl¿l, ¿iftcrnoor.l preceding
the I-eaciership Conference, ex-
ecutive sccrctary Ì\,{elvin Wor-
thington and the four Free Will
Baptist college presidents will
meet for a time of fellowship.

The Leadership Conference
will conclude Tuesday evening
at 9:00 p.m. National boards will
then meet separately to conduct
the t¡usiness of each agency.

Mexican National Association Meets in Monterrey
Morurennrv, Mnxco-The 37th an-
nual meeting of the Mexican Na-
tional Association of Free Will
Baptists met July 3l-August 3 at
El Uro Camp in Monteney. Atten-
dance reached a high of 300 for
Saturday evening and Sunday
morning sessions.

The association theme, "Sub-
mitting to Authority," was devel-
oped by four special speakers.
Pastor Gonzalo Medina spoke on
"Submission to Divine Authority."
Executive secretary Melvin Wor-
thington spoke on "Submission to
the Authority of the Church."
Home Missions director Trymon
Messer spoke on "Submission to
the Authority of the Family." Pas-
tor Salvador spoke on "Submis-
sion to Civil Authority."

Business was conducted
Thursday, the General Board

meeting was led by president
Javier Gallegos. Delegates heard
repons of various national organi-
zations.

James Munsey, missionary
coordinator for Mexico, reported
on his activities. Ramon Zuniga
was presented as the new presi-
dent of Seminary of the Cross.
He reported plans for opening
the new school year.

Pastor Jesus de la Rosa, El Uro
Camp custodian, reporled on the
new well and condition of the
buildings at the camp. Delegates
also heard Women's Auxiliary
president Sylvia Guapo's report.

The National Women's Auxil-
iary met Saturday. James Munsey
spoke during the worship hour
continuing the theme by speaking
on, "Submission to Judgement."

Elvira Gonzalez, wife of Pastor

Hilarino Gonzalez, was elected
new president of the national or-
ganization. Plans were made for
a ladies' retreat in November.

During the Sunday morning
session, a special four-year Bible
diploma was presented to Pauli-
na Puga by Ramon Zuniga, presi-
dent of Seminary of the Cross.

Specialvisitors for the meeting
were Home Missions director Try-
mon Messer and board members
Wendell Walley and Earl Hendrix;
executive secretary Melvin Wor-
thington and his wife Anne;Texas
Home Missions representative Ed
Morris and Pastor Kenneth Cash.

Ladies lrom Mexico's North-
eastern District prepared excel-
lent meals for the meeting.

The 1998 national association
willmeet at El Uro Camo Julv 30-
August 2.

FREE \ryILL BAPTIST
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Ner,v Church Organizes in North Carolina
WENDELL, NC-Charity FWB Church in Wendell, NC,
organized Sunday aftemoon, August 10, with 35 mem-
bers. Pastor Jerry Johnson gave the welcome to 67 at-
tendees.

Nofih Carolina promotional director Jim Mar-
cum preached the organizational message. Billy
Blackmon presented a detailed history of activi-
ties leading up to the organizationalservice.

Reverend Nathan Eason gave the charge. Rev-
erend Johnny Sexton presented the Church
Covenant. Van Mitchell, Lisa Holland and Beth
Young presented the special music program.

The congregation is meeting temporarily in
an educational center in Wendell just off State
Highway 97. They are searching for land on
which to build permanent facilities.

The church emeryed from prayer meetings
which began November 19, 1996. The first Sun-
day services were conducted February 16, 1997,

with David Paramore preaching. Twelve different
preachers filled the pulpit until May 28.

The church called Jerry Johnson as full-time pas-
tor June 1.

Wednesdoy nighl proyer meeting ot (hority FWB Church.

Southeastern
College Has
150 Students
W¡No¡ll, NC-Fall classes
at Southeastern FWB Col-
lege began August 27 with
150 students, according to
hesident Billy Bevan. Stu-
dents from l8 states com-
pose the student body.

The fall enrollment in-
cludes 66 freshmen, 45
sophomores, 24 juniors and
l5 seniors. Many students
are preparing for full-time
Christian service in church-
es, Christian schools and
mission fìelds.

hesident Bevan said that
he expects work on the
21,000-square-foot Student
Activity Center to be com-
pleted by mid-year 1998.

Fall "Get Acquainted
Days" scheduled Novem-
ber 13-15 at Southeastem
willbe open to high school
lOth, 1 l th and 12th graders,
according to Dr. Jack Las-
siter. The cost is $20 per stu-
dent. Interested students
should call the college's
toll-free number (1 -888/847-
3922) lor registration forms.

Pastor Cutshall Celebrates 30 Years
LrMEsrorue, TN-Reverend Alfred Cutshall marked 30 years as pastor of Lime-
stone FWB Church August 24. The congregation scheduled a pastor apprecia-
tion day and arranged a day of surprises for the east Tennessee minister.

Member Ralph Shipley presented a $3,000 check to Pastor Cutshall from the
church, $100 for each year he has led the congregation. Member Faye Mitchell
presented him with a Sunday School pin for 29 years of perfect attendance
(Pastor Cutshallwas sick one Sunday).

Visitors from t\ /o otherTênnessee churches where Reverend Cutshaìlpastored
also participated in the celebration-Kingsley Avenue FWB Chu¡ch (Greeneville)
and Centerview FWB Church (Newport).

Officials called attention to several dimensions of Pastor Cutshall's ministry
including the fìrst couple he manied, the first convert he baptized, the first dea-
con he ordained and more.

Several guests spoke from behind a closed door of past events in Brother
Cutshall's career, many of whom he identified. One of those was Foreign Mis-
sions Department director Eugene Waddell who commended the Limestone
congregation for giving $38,000 to world outreach.

Members provided a meal forallattendees as the celebration came to a close.

CCC Doubles Enrollment
Fnesilo, CA--{alifornia Christian College began the fall semester with a 9B0/o in-
crease in enrollment over the spring semester, according to Greg McAllister, aca-
demic dean. The Fresno school registered 88 full-time, seven part-time and four
audit students, for a total of 99 students.

This number includes 3l Slavic students and six South Korean students. CCC
has launched ESL remedial courses for refugee and non-resident immigrant
students, and a Russian language Bible program for Slavic students.

President Jim McAllister traveled to South Korea in June 1997, and plans to
t¡avelto the Ukraine in summer 1998. Pastor Leonid Morgun, Ukrainian refugee
and professor at CCC, recruited students from refugee communities in Sacra-
mento and Fresno.

CCC looks forward to fufiher growth in spring 1998.
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Souttgate Fl{B Churdr in South-
gate, MI, broke ground in Juþ for a
6,000-square-foot fellowship hall. Ron
Helms pastors.

Fifty years ago, a group of Missouri
ministers were called to Cabool in or-
der to organize a church there. They did
just that. The Flrst FIVB Church ob-
served its jubilee celebration in August.
Russell McDaris pastors.

Members of ldill CreekFWB Churdr
in Fhedericlctovm, MO, declared June
29 as Victory Sunday. Pastor Rlclry
Chapman leda mortgage buming cere-
mony as the congregation paid off a l0-
year loan four years early. The church
had signed û¡e mortgage in 1990 to fi-
nance an educational and fellowship
addition. Former executive secretary,
Clarence Burton, delivered the morn-
ing message.

The Arkansas chapter of Fliends and
Alumni of Hillsdale F'WB College orga-
nized August 6. President Bob Thomp-
son as well as fellow officers Andy
Pearcy (vice president) and Don
Guthrle (secretary/treasurer) will keep
constituents informed about Hillsdale
College events and goals.

Florida preacher Arnold lVoodlief
marked 45 years in the m¡nistry in July.
He has pastored three churches in Flori-
da and conducted revivaìs in six states.
In addition, Woodlief maintains a street
and iail ministry and an outreach to the
elderly.

Five new Maytag washers and dry-
ers, valued at more than 94,000, were
delivered to FWB fiamily Mir¡isdes in
Greenevllle, TN. The machines, a gift
from Burton Rubber Company (Jones-
borough, TN), were provided by Monk's
þpliance at a substantial discount.

Fastor Bobby Shepherd completed
16 years at First FWB Church in
Batewllle, AR. The church declared
August, "Têachers and Officers" appre-
ciation month and held a September 23
banquet in their honor. The Master's
Men chapter refi-ubished the chu¡ch
sign with threedimensional letters.

Members of Pocahontas FWB
Church in Carbon Hill, AI, voted to
purchase a lS-passenger, 1996 van on
July 13. Pastor Roger Lucas thought
that was a fitting conclusion to a great
Sunday. Earlier that evening, he led
communion and feet washing services
and baptized ttuee new converts.

After flood waters receded, mem-
bers of First FWB Churdr in Olive-
hurst, Cr{,, installed a new floor and
moved back into the sanctuary. Pastor
EmeryWebb said the group had been
worshiping in the dining hall.

Blue Point FilB Church in Cisne,
II, celebrated their centennial anniver-
sary October 12. The chnrch recently re-
placed the sanctuary roof and remod-
eled the bell tower roof. Ernie Lewls
pastors.

Theyouthat InaFlilB Church in Ina,
ll raised $3,000 for the David Potete
land fund (Potete pastors a mission
church in Chicago). They then went to
Chicago and presented the funds in per-
son. David Shores pastors the ener-
getic Ina group.

They named June 22 Charlie Chan-
dler Day at Feace FIVB Church in
Granite Ctty, IL. Brother Chandler
served 35 years as Sunday School su-
perintendent untilhealth forced h¡m to
resign. Members gave him a book of
cards, wellwishes and notes from the
congregation. Davtd Malone pastors.

Dolan Burris won the Silver Star for
bravery in World Wa¡ I. He retu¡ned
home to serve 12 years in the fukansas
General Assembly, teach 27 years, serve
as Justice of the Peace and write a 285-
page book about his family and life. Mr.
Burris was a long-time member and
deacon at MotmtVernon FWB Church
in RusselMlle, AR. He died August I at
age 103. Pastor Earl Stapleton officiat-
ed at the funeral.

Thirty-six yea$ ago, Fletcher rBud,
Riley joined Hazel Creek FIVB Church
in Klrksville, MO. He served 2l years as
Sunday School superintendent and still
serves as deacon. This summer, the

Hazel Creek Church named Bud Riley,
"Hather of the Year." Ken Reiter pastors.

Did you ever see 72,000 pennies in
one pile? The 57 children who attended
VBS atOakVaIeyFWB Church in Geff,
ll have. They raised more than $330
(including the mountain of pennies) for
Illinois home missionary Ken Doggett.
Pastor James Boggs leads the penny
savers...and the rest of the congregation.

Members of Feace FTVB Church in
V/ilson, NC, conduct a prison ministry
at Rocþ Mount Conectional Center.
Pastor Gordon Sebastlan said that
more than 14 inmates were converted
in the pastyear. The church also kicked
off a $150,000 land purchase campaign
in August.

McCurtain Fl{B Church in McCur-
tain, OIÇ dedicated a 7,000-square-foot
building June 22.The structue contains
a 200-seat sanctuary seven classrooms,
nursery kitchen and fellowsNp hall.
Pastor N. L Craig said the good news is
that the chu¡ch is debt-free. Oldahoma
executive secretary Jack Richey
preached the dedicatory message Sun-
day aftemoon.

Members of First FlilB Church in
Henryetta, OIÇ celebrated their 50th
anniversary August 31. John Staggs
pastors.

Fastor Terry Hennecke led mort-
gage-buming ceremonies at First Ft{B
Churdr in Brunsn'icþ GA The debt-
free congregation now has 17 acres and
seven buildings, including a Ctuistian
school.

Pastor Carl Miller reports 18 conver-
sions at Double Branch FWB Church
in Unadillq GA. Moming worship aver-
ages 140.

First FtryB Church in Lebanon, MO,
gave member Ermel Hefton a plaque
for 50 years'service as a deacon. Ken
Haney pastors. r
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"Whot DidYou Do Last Summer?"
By Bert Tippett, Public Relations Director

In spite of the barrage of nightly bad news, I
refuse to give up on young people. Indeed, I love
those I work with. They constantly amaze and
encourage me.

A young student told me the other night how
he recently took his youth group a long distance
to help a struggling pastorestablish a church. He
and his kids knocked on some 500 doors, getting
outthewordaboutthe church andtheLord. Now,
that's good news!

But I am finding there is more good news
where that came from; among the students now
enrolled at FWBBC.

When our students began returning this fall,
two things surprised me.

First, I was surprised (and pleased) at how
glad they were to be back. I had supposed many
would be returning reluctantly. After all, they
were coming back formore classes, term papers,
exams and all the rest that goes with intensive
college life. But every student I asked told me he
orshe was looking forward to getting back. I like
that. I'm glad our students want to be here, and
miss the college and those of us who work here
when they are away.

But I was also amazed when they told me all
they did during the summer.

Manyheld down jobsathome orin Nashville.
That isn't so amazing, of course. It is pretty much
to be expected.In spite of our financial aid pro-
grams, students tell me they still have to work in
order to come to school. FWBBC students still
make good workers. We hear it all the time.
Businesses actively recruit Bible College young
people for part- and full-time jobs.

Others toured for the college during the hot
summer months, conducting services in Free Will
Baptist churches in l2 states. The Rejoice Ministry
Team leader, Chris Adams, reported numbers of
decisions in their services. So did Justin Meek,
leaderof The Evangels DramaTeam. Both felt the
Lord used their ministries in significant ways.

The summercamping ministrywas a big part
of the summer for otherstudents. Kenny Simpson,
Recruitment Director for the college, ran into
several as he visited camps across the denomina-
tion. He says they were doing a good job. Kenny
reports five decisions forsalvation and more than

60 rededications in the camps he visited in Ala-
bama, Georgia, Florida, and Ohio. "Youth camp
is a great time to evaluate one's priorities," he
observed. "The harvest is truly plenteous, but the
laborers are few."

Twelve FWBBC students were part of the Go

& Be Team that left May 22 for lvory Coast. Forsix
weeks, they sat under the instruction of mission-
aries Clint Morgan and Mike Cousineau, learning
how to share the gospel crossculturally' They
reported that the experience opened theireyesto
the foreign fields and the possibility that God
might want them to serve in such places.

The legacy of Praise Quartet, which has

toured extensively for the college (a great bunch
of guys from Arkansas), went to Russia with Rick
Amato'sRAM Ministries.Theyhanded out I 10,000

Bibles and saw more than 100 saved! 'You could
tell that some people had neverseen the Word,"
said Tim Smith. Shane Davison remembered
worshipping in the Moscow Baptist Church on a
hot Sunday morning. More than a thousand were
gathered in a building that seats 60G700. "These

þeople really know who God is," he said. Bobby
Edwards added, "ln this place, that has been
Satan's playground, the need for the presence of
God becomes very real."

FWBBC students ministered in many other
places, but this sampler gives you the idea.

There is plenty of bad news out there about
the Generation-X. lt can be pretty depressing. But
that isn't the whole story. There are plenty of
young people, from FWBBC and other places,
who spent their summers constructively, making
a world of difference for the Lord.¡

support the
Paul Ketteman Memorlal
Chrlstmas Drlve For
Free Wlll Baptlst Blble Couege

Gosll
oo,ooo

Send your Slft to:
Free Will Baptist Bible College

3ó0ó West End Avenue
Nashville, Tennessee 37205
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The Gift That Keeps on Giuíng
By tronk Giunlo

John is a 56-year-old manied manwith two
children. He is successful in business with an
annual income of $125,000.

Derek is 43, manied and has no children.
He is employed in computer electronics. His
annual income averages $70,000.

Nancy is 34 and single. She is a physical
therapist with an annual income of $38,000.

As widelydifferent as these three people ap-
pear to be on the surface, there is something
they all share-they are devoted Christians, ea-
ger to get the gospel out to all the world. Their
differences do not stop with their vocations or
the wide gaps in their income. Each shares a
different concept of the best way to give to the
Lord's work.

Nancy is sold on the idea of getting money
into the hands of her favorite ministry, the col'-
lege where she received her basic Bible train-
ing. She feels the money is urgently needed to
cover expenses for daily operating costs.

Derek and his wife feel that it is best to leave
a bequest from their joint estate for their fa-
vorite home missions work. Thev reason that
since they have no children anä all of their
family seem to be doing well financially, the
money God has given them could go back into
His work, providing enough funds to fìnance
the beginning of a new mission project.

John's focus is on the medical missions pro-
gram serving the Lord ona foreign field. He is in-
terested in providing funds on a long-term basis.

Each of these devoted Christians reveal a
warrn and generous heart for the Lord's work,
but the idea of giving their money is very dif-
ferent. Let's take a look at the types of gifti that
they have decided upon.

1. Noncy hos chosen to send cosh thot
will go toword the doily expenses of her
olmo moter. No doubt os o student she
heord--urgent oppeols for "cosh to poy
the bills."

I cannot fathom any aspect of God's work

:ffi:i.i'*:withoutitsmonthlvandannual
2. The ideo thot Derek hos is to leove o
subslontiol bequest from his ond his
wife's joint estote through their will. He
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connol think of o better ploce for their
money thon in the Lord's work.

They are excited about the prospects of
their estate single-handedly providing funds for
an entire home missions project in some un-
evangelized area.

3, John is our lost exomple ond portroys
lhe concept of the gift thot keeps on giv-
ing. John is fully owore of the money
needed for stort-up cost; he olso under-
stonds the imporlonce of sufficient funds
to toke core of operoting expenses. He
feels thot if God's work is to be moin-
toined properly it must hove regulor ond
dependoble infusions of money. He hos
discovered thot endowmenf giving does
exoctly thot.

An endowment can be established through
the Free Will Baptist Foundation for a wide va-
riety of denominational programs, for as little
as $1,000. Gifts to an endowment provide the
kind of dependable regular income that elimi-
nates many of the money problems with
which ministries struggle.

The endowment program is an old and test-
ed program that is growing in popularity be-
cause of its favorable benefits. Manv of our na-
tional ministries already have endowment pro
grams established that could be added to in
any amount. In addition to our national min-
istries the endowment program has almost un-
limited potential for churches, quarterlies and
state programs.

The Free Will Baptist Foundation endow-
ment program eamed 15.5%o on its invest-
ments for the six months ending June 30, 1997.
This meant a great retum for ministries that
were endowed.

Cash gifts to endowments are fully de-
ductible!

If you are interested in information on the
remarkable gift that gives and gives and keeps
on giving, contact us at: The Free Will Baptist
Foundation, Post Office Box 5002, Antioch, TN,
37011-5002 or call me at home 573/335-6240.t



HOME MISSIONS

Príoríty Check
By Dovid Crowe

When I came to Home Missions in February
1996, Brother Tryrnon Messer told me to make
the missionaries top priority. My job was to make
that happen. I began visiting missionaries on the
ñelds where they serve, staying three days,
sometimes more, with each missionary famiþ.

While with the missionaries, I try to encour-
age them and the people of their church. I aþ
tempt to motivate for church growth and soul-
winning. I listen to problems and complaints
and just let them unload. I fellowship with the
home missions family and get to know them.
The home missionary and I discuss their goals
for the future and how they plan to reach those
goals. Time is spent in preaching to their con-
gregation, praying with them and for them,
promoting Home Missions.

In 19 months, I've visited 55 missionaries,
associate missionaries and tentmakers. By the
summer of 1998 I wÍll have visited all our home
missionaries, including fìve new missionary
families. I write the missionaries almost every
month to encourage them, to challenge them
and to motivate them to have special days in
the fall and spring (Roll Call Sunday).

There have been many salvation decisions,
rededications and other commitments. Sever-
al young men have answered the call to
preach or to full-time Christian service. It is ev-
ident to me thatwe have some wonderful fam-
ilies serving as Free Will Baptist home mis-
sionaries. I have been treated like royalty in
each place I have visited. Most of our home
missions churches are growing and doing
well. For the few that are not, we are trying
everything we know to help them.

Inprayer, the missionaries are the top prior-
ity. We started a prayerprogram titled, "Prafng
Down the Walls," that puts emphasis in prayer
on the missionaries.

ln training, the missionaries are the top pri-
ority. The missionary training and evaluation
conference is held each January in Nashville.
All missionaries are required to attend and
many bring their wives. This conference puts
the emphasis in training on the missionary.

In miss¿bn seruices across our denomina-
tion, the missionaries are the top priority. The
missionaries are scheduled first, and then if we
still have services to lill. the office staff is used.

putting the emphasis on the missionaries.
I hope you have noticed a different attitude

and atmosphere among our missionaries and
in our office. There is a new e><citement about
Home Missions.

It is important to me that you understand we
have made the missionaries top priority, but this
does not come without a price. The generaì
fund pays my salary and most of my expenses
to visit the missiona¡ies. (Some of the mission
churches are able to and do pay a small part of
those expenses.) The general fund pays for the
promotions and publicity we give our mission-
aries. The general fund bears the brunt of deficit
missionaryaccounts and funds the annual tain-
ing conference. The general fund provides the
offìce staff that supports the missionaries.

At this time the general fund is over $65,000
in the red. We depend on the Benjamin Randall
Offering each November to pull out the general
fund eachyear. I cannot express howmuchwe
depend on this offering to keep all our programs
going. I believe the Home Missions general fund
is worthy of your support, in light of all that it
does to make our missionaries the top priority.

Our general director has also made the mis-
sionaries his priority. He needs our help, yours
and mine, to see that this never changes.
Please prayerfully consider taking a special of-
fering on Benjamin Randall Day, November 23.

For every offering of $35 or more, Home Mis-
sions will send "The Heritage Collection Set."
This includes a copy of each of the five books
that Home Missions has printed about Free Will
Baptist history and heritage. These books may
never be printed again. You will want all five for
your library.

Also, this may be the last time the heritage
tour will be offered for winners of the different
categories. There will be some new sights on
the trip in the fall of 1998. If you ever plan to go,
work hard this year to win the trip. You may not
have another opportunity.

Thanks to each of you who have helped us
make the missionaries top priority at Free Will
Baptist Home Missions. With God's leadership
and your faithful support, Home Missions will
continue to encourage, educate, evaluate and
elevate the missionaries, r
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Directory Updote

AI.ABAJYIA

Ronnie lloyd to Sordis Churrh, [ufoulo

FI.ORIDA

Dereck Woshington lo Trovelers Rest Church,

Altho

I{ORTH CAROI.II'IA

Jery Johnson lo Chodly Church, Wendell

from Troveler Rest Church, Altho, tL

0Ht0

Poul Willioms to Frederirk Church, Wheel-

efsbufg
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James-the Less
hree of the last four of the
apostles-Judas being the
exception---are the ones we
know least about. This one is

identified consistently as 'Tudas, the
son of Alphaeus" in all four lists (Mt.
10:2-4; Mk. 3:16-19; Lk. 6:14-16; Acts
1:13) and is always named ninth.

There are at least tfuee men named
James who were closeþinvolvedwith
Jesus: (1) the better known apostle,
brother of John and son of Zebedee,
martged in the early persecution of
the church; (2) James "the Lord's
brother" (Gal. 1:19) who became
prominent in the early Jerusalem
church (Acts 15:13), often known as
James the Just; and (3) the ninth apos-
tle who is the subject of this article.

One writer, Fred S{rand, observes
that "the Scriphrre leaves us in total ig-
norance about Nm, save to say that he
was the son of Alphaeus." Almost, but
not quite: it also tells us that James'
mother was named Mary (and his
brother Joses), since commentiators
are nearþ unanimous in identiffing
him as the James refened to in Mt.
27:56; Mk. l5:40, 16:1; and Lk. 24:10.

Once we accept this, it is clear that
Ma¡k calls him'Tames the less" (AV
NASB), or'Tames the younger' (Nry
RSV)-as the word (Greek mihros)
might also be conectly translated. Lit-
erally it means "little" or "small," and
could refer to stature (like our
"shorly") or age.

Value of a Name
It is also possible that he came to

be called this, in distinction from one
of the othertwo, because hewas less-
er known. Either way, whether be-
cause he was small, younger or
thought of as insignificant by compar-
ison, it doesn't do much for one's ego
to get identified in such a way.

I know a pair of cousins (also
cousins of mine) who a¡e both named

'Tunior." To keep them straight we
called the older one "Big Junior" and
the other one "Little Junior." You can
imagine that the second one, espe-
cialþ, didn't like his nickname. (And it
didn't help that "Little Junior" soon
outgrew "Big Junior"!) Regardless, this
James is forever known in the church
as James the Less.

By the way, there are possibilities of
other family relationships for our
James. Since Matthew/Levi was also
identified as "son of Alphaeus," many
think that he and James the Less were
brothers. We can't be sure of that.

Some think this Apostle is also the
same as 'Tames the Lord's brother,"
but those who make this identifica-
tion are usually trying to defend the
so-called "perpetual virginity" of Mary
and claim that the four brothers of Je-
sus were realþ his first cousins, adopt-
ed by Joseph and Mary. There a¡e no
convincing grounds for this view

More appealing is the possibility
that Cleophas/Clopas was the Arama-
ic form of the Greek name Alphaeus.
If so, our James was son to one of the
two disciples Jesus appeared to on
the road to Emmaus. But even that
possibility is beyond our ability to state
confidentþ.

Volue of Small Things
Nor does it matter. What James

teaches us is, in fact, the value of the
little things, the unknown, in the fam-
ily and service of the Lord. This
James, too, was one of the 12, cho-
sen by Jesus after a night of prayer,
an intimate associate of His, hearing
His teaching and receiving His Spirit
and accepting His commission and
going forth to obey.

No matter that he did not eam
fame or write his name large in the
record. Most of us don't, and we still
count with our Father in Heaven. Lit-
tle is much when God is in it.

Robeil E. Picirilli

Value of Godly Parents
We may also leam the value of

godly parentage. Whatever the case
with Clopas, it is clear that Mary, the
mother of James the Less, was one of
those who was close to Jesus. Mark
puts her with the group of three faith-
ftrl women from Galilee who were
present at the cross, who carefulþ ob-
served where Jesus' body was laid,
andwho came onSundaymoming to
wrap His body in spices to slow the
deterioration and cover the smell.

What's clea¡ from all this is that this
Mary, too, loved Jesus dearly. Mark
savs she was one of those who "fol-
lowed Him and ministered to Him."
We are not hard put to imagine that
her son caught her love and received
her uncompromising encourage-
ment to follow Jesus with the full
commitnent required of the apostles.
(And if "Cleopas" is the same as Al-
phaeus, there's all the more reason to
think on these lines.)

We who have been similarly influ-
enced are grateful for the mothers or
fathers who nurtured our love for the
Lord. And we who are Parents are
encouraged by this to be the best ex-
amples and encouragers we can be.
We don't require that they be famous
in the family of God, but we hoPe
and pray that they'll be faithful, even
if few outside the familv circle ever
know their names. r
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Say, "Thank YoLt"
he young preacher, his wife
and famiþ are often recþi-
ents of gifts and kind com-
ments which are usuallv ex-

pressions of love and appreciation.
Leam to say, "Thankyou," graciousþ.

Without Explanatiorts
Maþe you did spend just a few

dollars for that pin-sfiped suit at the
second-hand store. Possibþ fhe wid-
ow did give you her deceased hus-
band's suits. That pair of shoes at age
l0 still shines with a gleam. Ormaþe
you did purchase tfuee shirts for the
price of one.

Every kind comment does not de-
mand an explanation. Don't tell any-
one what you did or didn't pay for it.
Just say, "Thank you." If people are
kind enough to say how nice you
look in that blue suit with matching
tie, you be just as kind by smiling and
responding with gratitude.

If the one giving the compliment
seems to expect an explanation, re-
ply that the Lord has been so good to
provide your needs. Just leam to say,
"Thank you!"

Write Thank You Notes
Some church members enioy ex-

pressing their appreciation for you
and your ministry through gift giving.
A cake, a bag of tomatoes, a $50 bill,
a birthday gift, a book for your library,
a Cfuistmas present-all appreciated
gifts. All the givers deserve a note of
gratitude from you. If they are gener-
ous enough to share with you, you
should be grateful enough to re-
spond with a note of thanksgiving.

Rüchase thank you notes by the
box. Be sure to write a few words in
the card, naming the gift. Express how
much you appreciate the gift. Set a
goal to mail the card within 24 hours.

Express Appreciat ion for
Meals

The preacher is often blessed with
meals provided in restaurants or
homes during special church meet-
ings such as revival services and mis-
sionary conferences. Vr'rite a note of
appreciation before going to bed that
night. Mail the card the next day.

If someone provides a dish of food,
eat it all or empty the food into your
own dish. Wash the container. Place a
note in the bottom of the dish, thank-
ing the person for the delicious food.
Retum the dish immediateþ.

Practice Thanksgiuing
You could probably count your

blessings all day. Living in an age of
unthankfulness, the ambassador for
Jesus Cfuist needs to intensify a spirit
of gratitude. As a young preacher, the
Lord will use many different sources
to meet your needs. Always display a
grateful attitude. Most of God's crea-
h¡res seem to take for granted His
blessings. The young preacher should
be the opposite. Practice thanks-liu-
ing.

Write notes to your church mem-
bers. Commend them for their faith-
fulness in Christian service. Assure
those who hurt of your prayer sup-
port. Express sincere gratitude to
someone every day. A good time to
do this could be on their birthday.

Be a Groteful Husbond
A preacher's wife cooks the meals,

cleans the house, rea¡s the children,
answers the telephone, smiles when
she doesn't feel like smiling, attends
all church services, and maybe even
waits with you until the last person
leaves the church. She deserves notes
of thanksgiving with the words and
actions of her preacher husband.

Too often the young preacher
takes his dear wife for granted. He
may congratulate, commend, praise
and exalt everyone else in the con-
gregation and forget the one who
means the most to him. Leam to
practice thanksgiving first at home.

Count Your Blessíngs
All of us enjoy being around

someone who is thankful and excit-
ed about God's abundant blessings.
The young preacher needs to leam
earþ in his ministry how to practice
thanksgiving in the pulpit, parsonage
and public life. It is contagious!¡

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

VIDEOS
For Home and

Free Will Baptist Doctrine
Dr. Robeñ Picirilli $59.95

Homiletics
Rev. Ralph Hampton $59.95

Marriage and The Family
Dr. LaVerne Miley $79.95

The Book of James
Dr. Ken Riggs $99.95

New Testament Suruey
Dr. Stanley Outlaw $99.95
Add 10% of total order for shipping

& handling
FREE WILL BAPTIST BIBLE COLLEGE

3606 West End Avenue
Nashville, TN 37205

Dennis Wiggs

Church
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Guotemolon Pqstor Releosed, lUlurder

Chorges Dropped
Snv Rnwu¡¡oo, GuArErr4ALA (EP)-Guate-
malan pastor Eugenio Nij, anested in
early March on ahighþdisputed murder
charge, was released from prisonJuþ29
and all charges have been dropped.
Cfuistians a¡ound the world responded
to his plight, flooding goven¡rnentoffices
with demands for justice.

Nij was charged with murder for
allegedly participating in a mob at-
tack on two suspected baby-snatch-
ers. Nii's brother-inlaw, Dean Pinney,
said Nij was not in the area when the
attack occurred, but was on the op-
posite side of town teaching at the
free school established by the New
Iberian Mission Association.

Pinney also reported that during a
March 3l hearing, the local district at-
torney handling the case admitted
she was being pressured from "high-
er up" to prosecute the pastor. The
iudge had expressed outrage at the
lack of evidence in the case.

Nij was raised in poverty without a
father, and ûained atayoung age to be
a carpenter. After his uncle led him to
Ctuist, he vowed to become an evan-
gelist and lead his people-mostly
Mayan lndians-to Ctuist. At Colegio
Biblico in Texas he met and married
his missions professoç then retumed
to his homeland to build a church, an
orphanage and a school.

According to Pinney, official reports
on the case indicate that the prosecut-
ing attomey had sent men ¡nto prison
to gather evidence against Nij, onþ to
f¡nd that the men became Cluistian
converts during theirvisits. Pinney said
that during his months of forced prison
ministry, Nij led 260 people to Ctuist.

Chino Closes 2ü) House Churches
Wenæou, Cntt,tl (EP)-Chinese govem-
ment officials have closed or demol-
ished 200 house churches in Wenârou,
southem Zhejiang province, since the
beginning of 1997, when a d¡ive to force

9 Contact, Nouember 1997

unofficial churches to register with the
government was intensifi ed.

About ulo Cltistians had been arrest-
ed during the month of June, though
many were released after a 500 \fuan
($65) fine. According to the offÌcial
hotestant church-the Three Self
Fatriotic Movement CISPM)-Wenzhou
has "the h¡ghest concentration of
Christians in China," with 600,000
Ctuistians in a population of 7 million,
though some observers believe the real
number may be nearer one million.

The l0 counties that make up
greaterWenzhou are among the most
prosperous in China, and many house
church Christians in more rural areas
built churches for themselves prior to
1996. But since 1996 the govern-
ment's registration campaign has
forced many to register or lose the
building-or even have it bulldozed.

Southem Zheiiang vies with south-
em Henan province for having the high-
est proportion of Cfuistians in China,
ttrough Zhejiang is much smaller than
Henan (40 million people compared to
ll0 million). Many believers daub red
crosses on theirhouses, and some even
display in large gold lettering over their
businesses words like "lmmanuel" and
"Ebenezer."

A member of the Jiuen Di Men
TSPM chu¡ch in the city of Wenzhou
told Compass Direct, "ln some coun-
ties like Jong Jia there is literally a
church every kilometer." Many of the
churches are huge, thousand-seat
buildings, with five-story-high spires
dominating the sþline.

Bible Reoders Hopp¡er
WHEAToN, IL (EP)-Looking for happi-
ness? Look no further than your Bible.
A new survey commissioned by
Tyndale House R¡blishers found ttrat
nearly 909ó of frequent Bible readers
say they feel at peace all ormost of the
time, compared to 5890 of people who
read the Bible less than once a month.

Mark Taylor, president of Tyndale

House, said that regular Bible reading
helps people "find a higher degree of
meaning and happiness."

Other Survey findings:
. 810/ooflrequent Bible reoderssoid theyfæl rontenl mot

ol lhe time or oll ol the time, ond ó9 percenl reporled

being extremely sotisfied wilh lhek lives. By (omporhon,

omong pæple who rorely or never reod lhe Bibls, ó70lo

reported thot they regulorly felt rontent, o¡d 570/o de-

ss¡bed lhem¡elve¡ o¡ oxlremely sol¡sfied rv¡th life.

. Among regulor Eible reoden, only 150/o indioted lhot

lhyworyoboulbeing orcpted, compored lo 280/o of in-

frequent Bible reoders. Some 2? penent of non+eoden

soid they wory'omewhol' or'very muth' obout dæth,

ompored to only 120/o of regulor Bible reoders.

o lleorly two-thirds (ó40lo) of thon who md the Bible

more thon once o weet soid they feel ioy oll or mot of

the time, o figure thol k neorly hvke lhot of those who

reod the Bible le¡¡ thon monthly (350/d.

. A deor purpose ond meoning in life wos reported by

92% of fiequent Bible reoders, compored to ó9% of

inlrequent Biblo reoders.

"Son of Som" Killer Soys Bom Agoin
Nuw Yom, NY (EP)-Two decades
after his killing spree terrorized New
York, David Berkowitz says he has be-
come a bom-again Christian. The Neø
Yorh Daily Neøs reported that Berko-
witz, known as the "Son of Sam," says
he is now the "Son of Hope."

Berkowitz, who pleaded guilty to six
murders, said at the time that a neigh-
bor's dog instructed him to commit the
murders. ln eight shootings between
June 1976 and June 1977, he wounded
eight people and killed six. At the
scene of one shooting, he left a mes-
sage saying, "l am a monster. I am the
Son of Sam." He received six consecu-
tive sentences of 25 years to life.

In a letter to the Dd¡tylve¿rs, Berk-
owitz said, *l truly deserve punish-
ment and death." He added that he
prayed for his vÍctims and their fami-
lies, and claimed that he remem-
bered very little about his crimes. "Sir,
please undersüand that the past is too
painful for me to dwell on,n he wrote.

Berkowitz works as a clerlc/typist for
Chaplain Services at Sullivan Correc-
tional Facility in upsüate NewYork. I
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Thank You Seuen Times
ast Saturday afternoon, I
bought a four-month-old
boy from his tfuee-year-old
brother for one dollar. Both

parents were home and witnessed
the negotiations. While neither par-
ent objected, they had odd smiles on
their faces when the tfuee-year-old
took my dollar and gave me his
brother to seal the transaction.

As I started to leave, the young en-
trepreneur, unprompted, shouted,
"No!" He ran over to me and said,
"Here, I don't want the dollar. I want
my brother!"

That made both parents laugh and
gave me fresh insight into the values
they were teaching my grandsons,
especially the three-year-old. I'm
thankful for busy parents who take
time to teach their children that peG
ple are more important than money.

A North Corolino preochercaued
this week and talked about changes in
his life. He has walked the high road as
well as the difhcnlt road for l0 years.
His health tumed against him, some
old friends walked away, and at times
he questioned his own self-worth.

He won't know until he reads this
that he has been one of my heroes
for 35 years. He also won't know that
he dumped a bit of Heaven into my
soul when he stopped me just before
he hung up the phone and said, "l
love you, Jack WÏlliams. You've al-
ways treated me like a decent hu-
man being."

Maybe I'd better not print his
name. After all, he has his tough-guy
reputation to protect. I'm thankful for
men who make big tracks in life and
yet retain the common touch.

A friend's cor hqd a tire atmost
flat. We drove it to a local Firestone
dealer for repair. When we went back
a few hours later to get her ca¡, I no-
ticed that the passenger-side front tire
onmy carwas almbst flat, too.

The attendant offered to repair it
while I waited. So I read a book,
kicked a few new tires on display and
watched people scurry in and out.
Someone called my name and said,
"Your car's ready,"

The busy attendant tossed me my
keys andwalked away. When I asked
where topay, he tumedandsaidwith
a grin, "No charge. This one's on the
house." I'm thankful for small surpris-
es when you least expect them.

My wife colled me home in 92o
August heat to do a fÌnal inspection
after Sears installed gutters and leaf
guards on the house. Three guys
rushed from roof to yard and back to
the roof as I anived. They were al-
most done.

On the walk-tfuough, I noticed that
the three-man crew had installed leaf
guards on both the front and back gut-
ters while the contract only called for
guards on the front. I pulled out my
contract and pointed to the work or-
der, expecting an increase in price.

The chief gutter man said, "Well,
we always try to do more than is ex-
pected. We want our customers to
recommend us to others. So, happy
Labor Day!" I'm thanKul for big sur-
prises when you know you don't de-
serve them.

ln Jonuury 1967, t resigned my
church and applied for a cuniculum
writer's job at the FWB SundaySchool
Department. To his credit, the general
director did not hire me. This calne as
a shock to me, since he had offered
me a similar position two years earlier.

That "no" answer sent me on a 10-
yearwhirlwind ride from the gulf coast
to the west coastwhere I gained more
pastoral experience, leamed to wTite
business letters and work with difficult
.people, survived graduate school and
taught Bible courses to college stu-
dents for eightyears.

When I became edilor of Contact, I

JockWllloms

understood why tlne l0-year whirl-
wind had been necessary. I needed
everything I had leamed and more.

I'm thankful for wise men who
know that sometimes it's better to
say, "no," even when it hurts, than to
say, "yes," and dwarf the potential of
a friend.

The people I work wilh amaze
me. Steve can drive an l8-wheeler, fix
a broken weed eater and handle
thousands of pieces of mail going all
over the world. Bill and Mary have
both sta¡ed down cancer, and yet car-

ry ministry loads that would stagger
most of us.

Dari owns a million-dollar voice
and the eyes of an eagle. Business
people regularly praise her phone
decor. And when she does the final
proofing beforeContact goes to press,
mistakes that I overlooked run up and
grab her hand like she's their mother.

Richard raises more money in a
month than I'll see in a lifetime. Shirley
juggles schedtiles for an entire staffof
men and makes üavel anangements
for missionaries in eight countries. Jim
and Don tame technologyto create ra-
dio and video programs. I'm thankfr¡l
to work with people who are smarter
and more efficient than me.

The psolmi$ lified the nation of
Israel to a higher level with, "Enter in-
to his gates with thanksgiving, and in-
to his courts with praise: be thankful
unto him, and bless his name,"
(Psalm 100:4).

Perhaps we can reach that higher
state by joining in George Herbert s
prayer, "Thouwho has given so much
to me, give one thing more-a grate-
ful heart!"

I'm thankful to live in a nation that
sets aside one day each year for a na-
tional holiday called Thanksgiving.
And I'll bê a little more thankful if the
Cowboys beat the Oilers on Thurs-
day.¡
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November is Home
Missions Month.
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The National Home Missions Depart-
ment is offering these speciat stories of
our heritage, a set of historical books
on Benjamin Randall and the history of
our denomination, for those who send a
gift of $35 or more. This witl be a vatu-
abte addition to any home or church
library. These books may not be reprint-
ed. Please take advantage of this gotd-
en opportunity to hetp the Home
Missions Generat Fund. The generat
fund plays a vital part in each ministry
that goes to make up the National
Home Missioru Department.

Remember your Benjamín RandaII Day
Offeríng on Novembet 23. Please send
your gift for t}re Home Missions General
Fund to P. 0. Box 5002, Antioch, IT{
37011-5002.


