











nized me, and she opened the door.

“Well, heIlo Doug,” she said w1th ;

a smile,

I smiled back and immediately
said, “I don’t know why, Mrs. Eades,
but I believe the Lord spoke to me
about you, and | just wanted to stop
by and see if you were all right.”

“QOh yes,” she said, “I'm just fine.”
. I now felt embarrassed and a little

confused, “It seemed like the Lord just

laid you on my heart, and | wanted to
be sure; is there anything you need?”

“Well, I do need some help, if you

. have time.” she said. “I have a light

bulb burned out in my kitchen, and |

can’treach it.” Then she added, “The

- Lord always knows what I need and

then makes a way for me (o get it

done.”
: [ didn’t think too much about
those words at the time, but I leamed

... later, she said what she meant, and .
"¢ she believed what she said.

1 changed the light bulb, she

- thanked me, and I asked if there was
., anything else. She said no, she just .
. needed all the prayer she could get. ] < -

. -asked her, “Why don’t we pray right -
Conow?

' _-."'_'-_She-said, “Oh yes, I'm just a goin’

| on prayer.” So we bowed our heads
.. together-on her front porch and we
prayed

: =1 can't tell you what happened to
.me during ‘that prayer; | was Ppraying

" -out loud asking God to bless her when
-suddenly it felt ike God was standing

R right there with us. I thought to myself,

" “What a shrange and wonderful feeling

- this is; I believe { can touch Him; He’s
- s0 close.” 1 had goose bumps big -
" "enough to hang a hat on,’ -and -when .
that prayer ended, they didn’t go away. .
.~ ‘Mrs. Eades, smried atme and said, " .
' “I sure do appreciate you stopping by~ '
- and helping me. You be sure o al- ;

: ways mind the Lord.” .
-1 smiled back and sard “I wrll "

-1 told my two best fnends Steve o
and Hub, what happened They are .
my. co-workers on the route. | ‘guess -

- they thought 1 was exaggerating, but
the next Saturday, Steve was with me

- -Eades’ house, -

-Steve asked “Why are we stop-

'pzng here?” .
-1 just want to check on her we
Wwon 't be but a minute,” I_repl:e_d

“Mrs. Eades was on  her front

porch. She greeted us both with her

sweet smile and “hello.” 1 asked her
if there was anything she needed
done. She -said, “No, i just need
prayer today.”

I said, “We can do that. Let's join
hands and pray.”

We began to pray and immediate-
ly, [ felt God's ‘power sweeping

through me like electricity, 1 felt His

presence again. The hair on my arms
and neck was standing straight up.

I just had to stop and listen to her
as she prayed, “God, wili you bless

these men and strengthen them to- -

day for what You need done?"

[ noticed Steve was silent too, She
praised God and gave Him glory; she
asked for blessings for everyone in Je-

sus’ narme ‘and for His sake. By the

time she said, “Amen,” Steve and I
were both about to explode with what

: can only be described as the spirit of
*joy. We had been blessed by this little
“widow lady, and all she could do was

tell us what a blessing we were to her.
--As we walked back to the van,

-Steve nudged me and said, “Brother,

did you feel that?”
- “Uh-huh,” 1 replied.
“That woman has got a main lrne
right to the Throne,” said Steve, -
“Uh-huh,” ] replied, (I think | was

“beginning to realize that when God

starts moving, the less you say, the

“better He gets.} I just knew I wanted
. to feel that way always, We stopped s
“every Saturday after that,. :
- -As we got 10 know Mrs, Eades bet- '
ter, we discovered she is concerned
-more for others than for her-own life. -
At 90 years, she still visits the nursing -
“homes ;when she ‘has -a ride. She ="
“sends. out-tracts; letters and cards {0
the sick and dying almost darly On a
-ﬁxed income, she gives of herincome
. tomany, of God s ninistries and never
. _'-forgets her tithe to the church, -: 0+
“More than anything else, she prays ;
'.for others constantly.”She ‘is hurnble; . -
.- she would never let:on. that’ she ‘has
- spent herlife caring for others.1believe
"'that’s what God wants us all todo.
'on the route. We went to Stanley, but . "
on the way back \ pulled over at Mrs o

“Not long after I began to visit- Pear}
Eades God began fo point out a few

- things to. me through her. Things like:
‘He has the same blessings and power

for. everyone who will worship Him in
spint and in -truth. ] ‘discovered that

Mrs, Eades relahonshrp and connec-

tion with God comes from her prayer,
praise and worship of Him; it is a con-
stant on-going event for her. :

She relies on God and believes He
will meet her needs when she seeks
His will first. I know she is right, be-
cause just like she said before, He al-
ways makes a way for her needs to
be met. She has also taught me that
even the smailest of our concems

" must be brought to Him in prayer. it
‘makes all the difference in our wor-

ship, our service and our lives.

- Jesus told a parable in Matthew 13
about a merchant man who searched
for a pearl of great price, and when he

- found it, he gave all that he had to buy
- it. | believe that Jesus is the merchant

man. The peari that He found is His
Church. The Church was so valuable,
that He gave up everything, even His
own life to buy it

We can never comprehend the
love that He feels, nor the sacrifice
that He has made for us, but we can
demonstrate that love as we share
Him with others who don’t know
Him. That is what Mrs. Eades does,

-she shares Jesus with others.

Over two years have passed since
I first stopped by her-house. Every
Saturday since then, unless | am sick,
I have been to that little house .on
Hickory Grove “Road. Al ‘the “bus -

-'workers_on .our route have goneito.
her house, ‘and every one has felt .

God’s presence and power, and got- .-
ten the 'same blessing I .did that first

" day.-We .are 'still ‘being blessed and e
_we are all still leaming. . e
~.:-Mrs, Pearl Eades beheves and tells

o everyone that God sent: us: to help -

" her. She calls us her angets * Butd: o
believe that God sent us “A Peart of_-“ PRRIR
- Great Price.” T L '
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Conflict also forces us to draw up-
on the resources of our faith to con-
front the issues at hand. During these
times, we may deep down question
that we have such resources. But re-
member, even in the darkest times,
the Christian faith provides the nec-
essary resources for solving conflicts
and surviving them.,

Learn Conflict Skills

To be thoroughbred congrega-
tions, we must learn the skills neces-
sary to manage conflict. When these
skills are acquired, then we can
grow, benefit from it and not self-de-
struct. Consider the following sug-
gestions that can help us manage
conflict and benefit from it

Get the Facts.

Gather as many facts as you can
about the problem. Most conflicts
arise from misinformation or poor
communication, This will be a non-
threatening step toward both parties
of the conflict, where you're only try-
ing to gain a better understanding of
the situation.

Avoid Snap Decisions.

Whenever people are pressed to
make hasty judgements, there is little
chance of working out differences
and finding alternative solutions,
There must be ample time given for
prayer and reflection in order for the
Lord to speak to all involved.

Study ihe People.

Take a close look at the individu-
als involved in the conflict. Ask your-
self, how mature are these people, is
the situation the work of persistent,
isolated troublemakers attermpting to
stir up trouble in the church?

However, at this point we must
take account of our own motives as
we analyze the parties of the conflict.
The temptation is to label some peo-
ple as troublemakers in order to
avoid facing legitimate differences
they have with us,

Deiermine Major and Minor Issues.

Conflict sometimes gets out of con-
trol because people major on the mi-

nors. Determine if there is a hidden is-
sue that the group fails to recognize. Is
there an issue that everyone knows
about, but fears to talk about?

Stay on Torgef.

Stick to the subject at hand. In
times of conflict, people often want
their case to be as big and convinc-
ing as possible, They gather all the
ammunition they can think of, dig-
ging up side issues, past issues, char-
acter issues, any kind of issue to
hammer the point home.

Be Specific.

Avoid generalizing. When we gen-
eralize, people have a hard time un-
derstanding what it is that we want
them to change in their behavior. But
if we are specific, we give them some-
thing concrete to deal with. Whether
the person agrees with us or not, we
can help to focus and manage the lev-
el of conflict by being specific.

Avoid Insults.

Avoid character assassination and
personal insults. Keep the conflict fo-
cused on the issues, not on personali-
ties. Avoid behavior or comments that
put the other person on the defensive.
No matter how intense the conflict, the
other person should never leave that
conflict feeling he is not valued by us.

Confroni Privately.

Affirm publicly, confront privately.
Avoid raising difficulf issues with your
spouse, children, employees, friends
or fellow church members in front of
other people. Rebuking and con-
fronting people in public brings humil-
iation, embarrassment and shame. It
destroys relationships and self-esteern,

Beware of Emotions.

Recognize the emotional level of
the conflict. When the anger level is
high, have a cooling down period.
Emotions must be held in check at a
manageable level in order fo resolve
conflict in a constructive manner.

Heal, Don't Destroy.

Confront in order to heal, not de-

stroy. Don't go for a slam-dunk, one-
sided victory. If at all possible, try to
have peace and understanding in
your relationship; because you can
win an argument and lose a relation-
ship. Try to find a solution where
both sides come out winners, Our at-
titude should be to leam, change and
grow from the conflict as much or
more than we expect the other side
to leam, change and grow.

Avoid Grudges.

Disagreements do not have to
make us enemies. Don't hold grudges
because someone differs on an issue.

Before Andrew Jackson became
the seventh president of the United
States, he served as a major general
in the Tennessee militia. During the
War of 1812, his troops reached an
all-ime low in morale and began ar-
guing, bickering and fighting armong
themselves. General Jackson called
them all together and said, “Gentle-
men! Let’s remember that the ene-
my is over there.”

Conlflict is a natural part of life in
an imperfect world. Search the Bible
to find examples of constructive con-
flict, as well as instances of strife and
division. Some of Paul's letters were
written to churches dealing with
conflict. Without the conflict, these
letters may have never been wriiten.
Remember that the only real thor-
oughbreds are those who learn how
to manage conflict to bring about
positive, constructive resolution. m
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America’s universalist movement that soon seeded
“largely among rural and small-town populations of mid-
dling econornic status.™

Exaltation of Man

Both sects viewed man as having “a spark of the divine
in {his] nature.” For one leading Unitarian, “[t]he divine
in Jesus was . . . a revelation of the divine in man. Jesus
was . . . a revelation of God fn man.”?

One Unitaran clique revolved around “New England
poet . .. Ralph Waldo Emerson [who] believed that every-
thing in nature, even man, was part of a great Oversoul.™"

This particular exaltation of man “has come to be
called humanism . . . . popularized with the publication in
1933 of A Humanist Manifesto. The authors were thirty-
three well-known men who were Unitarians, liberal
churchmen, and atheists.”*

Devaluation of the Bible

This exaltation of man seems to have led to an under-
mining of biblical authority. According to English Unitarian
Henry Gow, “In]o one can understand modern Unitarian-
ism who does not realize this {19th century} change of au-
thority from the Bible to conscience and reason.””

One group of Lnitarians became “interested in the writ-
ings of German theologians who tried to prove that the
Bible is not the Word of God.”" Scripture claims fo be
“God-breathed” (1l Timn. 3:16; Ii Peter 1:21). Yet, by 1960 one
Boston Unitarian minister woefully affirmed “. . . Bibles . . .
are the creations of men , . .. [The Bible} is replete, with in-
accuracies, inconsistencies, and errors.”*

Social Activism

This undermining of biblical authority seems to have led
to a de-emphasis of doctrine. In 1928 Henry Gow claimed
that“. .. old discussions [among Unitarians] about the Trin-
lty or Umty, the Incarnation or Atonement, mean nothmg

. [Unitarians] have awork todo ... ."'®

That work seems {o be part of a strong desire to affect
social justice. Examples of this heritage last century were
the Unitarians' opposition to slavery and their support of
women’s suffrage. One such Unitarian mover and shaker
was Julia Ward Howe, author of “The Battle Hyrnn of the
Republic.™”

“Another Jesus”

The True Jesus . . . Golng—Some trace the Unitarian
heresy about the nature of Jesus to Arius a fourth-century
professing Christian in Egypt. Arius incited a major con-
troversy by claiming: “the Father is the only divine being
absolutely without beginning; the Son [was] . . . created

.. In 325 A.D., Arius was checked by Christian leaders
at the Council of Nicea. There a large majority affirmed,
what the Bible taught, that Christ was an un-created being
(see Colossians 1:16; John 1:1-3, 14). Christ, they pro-
claimed, was “begotten” but “not made” by the Father.”

In the 16th century, an echo of Arianism was heard
near the Alps. At that time, Italian Faustus Socinus, who
later moved to Poland, wrongly taught that Jesus “was in

Himself and by nature a mere man.”®

The True Jesus . . . Golng—Socinus' speculations about
the nature of Jesus spread through parts of Europe. By the
17th century when Socinus’ heresy had finally reached
England, his followers branded themselves “Unitarians.™

As Socinus' faulty doctrine became more influential, it
robbed Jesus of more and more of His glory. How?
Whereas Arius and Socinus had both worshipped Jesus
Christ, English Unitarians now refused to do sof® Modern-
day Unitarians see Jesus as “no more or less divine than
any man,"

The True Jesis . . Gone—Shortly before the Unitarians
and the Universalists merged, their leaders debated “one
portion of a statement of Purposes and Objectives,” Ac-
cording to author David Robinson, part of the debate con-
cerned whether or not to include a reference to Jesus in
the following staternent: “by Jesus and other great teach-
ers of humanity” (After lots o politikin' this reference to
“Jesus” was omitted).® m
ABOUT THE WRITER: Reverend Tom Forehand, Jr., is the Tennessee Directar of
Watchman Fellowship, If you have questions ubout aberrant-Christian sects in
Americo, contact Tom af P O, Box 3035, Clorksville, TN 37043 or e-mail
taftj@juno.com.
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