



































.- other people, and plant life produces other plant life. .-
- * +“The means of creation was not over a period of time but -~
27 inan instant. God spoke and things came {o be. He made
. things out of nothingness. The word “create” means to
~'make something out of nothing. The cosmos, or world, is . -
- sl being governed by the taws of nature that God put into -
" them, such as the sun still rises in the east and sets in the

.~ 'west; chickens still produce eggs, and butterflies still pro-
duce butterflies. Things do not change into anything other
" lhan what they were ongmaily :ntended to be o

. bele (reation

- A second distinctive is that most peop]e who accept

the Divine Creation view accept the account of creation as

- presented in the Bible. There are those who do not accept
the God of the Bible, but they do accept the idea that a god
of some kind created the world. There are those who dif-

~ fer as to what is meant by the word “. . . day . . .” in the
Genesis account. Some believe it means 24 hours such as
we presently have; others beheve the day represents an
age or a period of time. _ : :

Perfect Creation

The third distinctive relates to the fact that when God
created the world, He pronounced everything good. In their
original formn, everything was perfect. Man was given the
responsibility to protect, preserve and promote all of God’s
creation but man failed the plan of God. Man’s failure is
known as depravity or sin. Since man's failure to live up to
the standard of God, everything has been going down hill,

However, the creationist believes that while man failed
God’s original plan, man still has the potential for good.
That good is often demonstrated by the good deeds and
acts that man performs. Unlike the evolutionist, creation-
ists believe that man is basically evil (a sinner) and in need
of redemption. The evolutionists believe that man has the
ability to save himself while the creationist believes that
man can enly be saved by God. It should be noted that
when an evolutionist uses the word “save,” he does not

mean in a theological or spiritual sense but in the sense of

social, emotional, and psychological aspects.

Trustworthy Bible

The fourth distinctive is that while the creationist be-
lieves the account of Genesis, he does not believe the Bible
is a book of science. The Bible does not try to prove cre-
ation; it merely states it. While there are some aspects of
creation that can be applied to the realm of science, cre-
ation is not based on science. It is based on faith. The cre-
ationist does accept the principle that when the Bible

speaks about science, 1t can be tmsted as bemg sc1enuﬁ- :

cally accurate,

Personal Reasons for Accepting Creationist View

"It is difficult to separate my background from my spiri-
tual faith, but [ honestly believe that even if] didn't believe

inthe Bable I'would still accept creation over the theory of - '

evoluhon There are several reasons for this,

| 'Common Sense and log:c

“First, ihe reason of logic and common sense. For some- =
: thmg as complex as the world, it just seerns to make more .-
‘'sense to believe that someone had a plan and a design.
- There are too many details that animals, plants and hu-
* ‘mans have that could not have been left to chance. All
. these details point to a designer or a creator. Even evolu-
- tionists admit that they cannot point to one piece of evi-
- dence of anything that has evolved into someth;ng else
~ other than what it was intended to be, " "

‘For instance, some evolutionist point to the b:rth of a

_“butterfly as being evidence of evolution. The butterfly be-

" -gins as a silky case spun by some insect larvae for protec-
“tion during its stages of growth. This housing is known as

" a cocoon. At just the right time the cocoon opens up and
. a beautiful butterfly emerges. The evolutionist says, “See
“there! A cocoon has become something else.”

- But that doesn't prove evolution. it rather points to the

‘fact that the cocoon was designed fo be the housing for a

butterfly. As long as cocoons have been being observed,
not one of them has become anything other than a but-

terfly. If the cocoon should become something else other

than what it was intended to become, then evolution
would have a point,

This aspect of logic and common sense is based on two
factors known as cosmological and telelogical. Cosmologi-
cal comes from the word “cosmos,” which means world. it
is from this word that we get our word “cosmetic.” In other
words, since the cosmos has beauty and design and since
that beauty and design are always the same, it could not
have evolved. It could be argued that things in the cosmos
do change, such as the leaves on the trees. It is certainly
true that the leaves change colors but they are still leaves.

"~ The telelogical aspect means that things have a definite
purpose. Trees are made to have leaves and depending
on the tree, different kinds of fruit. But not one time has an
apple tree produced anything but other apple trees. The
leaves rmay fall off but every. year they -come back as
leaves and nothing else ' _ :

| Self- Concept/SeIf Worth

‘The second reason I have accepted the creationist view
is because of my personal self-concept and worth, Evolu-
tion says that humanity evolved from a lower form of life or
even a lower animal. | know about the Big Bang, fish and

‘gibbon theories. Quite frankly these theories leave me cold

and unmoved. It's hard enough to have a good self-concept
anyway, and to tell me that my ancestors and [ are only a lit-

_ tle better than two pieces of something that happened to
- bump into each other, or a fish, or an ape doesn tmake me :

feel too good about myself. -
‘The creation view at leasts hfis my spirits when it says

~ that I am made in the image of God. That alone gives me
- worth, value and dignity. The possibility of being made in
. His image and the potentlal to become like Him is cer-
- _tam]y more encouragmg ' L

| Mah‘er of meh

Third, 1 accept the creanomst wew because of falth
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o :'Falth is typlca!ly 1e]ated to a person s rehg;on To have falth. :

‘means to trust. 1t carries the idea of having confidence.

~'While I have a persona! faith in the God of the Bible, what
: .detenoratton of life. One dictipnary defines evolution as *

-a process of continuous.change from a lower, simple_r, or

fact, the only difference between an atheist and a person ~ Worse condition to a higher, more complex or better state,”

o who believes in God is that one believes. there is no God :

'you must understand is this: faith is not limited to Just mat-
ters of religion. You can be an atheist and still have faith. In

-and one believes there is, but both believe. :
1t comes down to a mattea of choice. ‘r’ou have the op

tion to believe in either creation or evolution, but # will k -
' ' . . ..the simple truth is, things don'’t get better, they get worse,

" The deterioration of life is seen in sociology, psychology,
_.-and physiology, just to name a few. In sociology, how of-

~ ten have communities raised funds to erase the slurmns and

“improve the quality of life for those who live there only to
" find that in 10 years or less, they have slums again?

‘take faith regardless which one you choose. You say, “You

have a bias because you are a minister.” 1 admit to both. I -

have a bias and I am a minister. But everyone has a bias.

o Someone said it like this: “It is not a matter of whether one
is biased or not, it is really a question of which bias is the -

“best bias with wh:ch o be blased” (Kenneth Ham Euolu—
-tion: The Lie, p. 9). :
©The study of. how we got here is not a matter of sci-

ence; it's a matter of faith. Again, creation is not based on

science, but neither is evolution. You choose to either be-
Jlieve G_od created the world, or you choose to believe that
the world got here without the aid of God. Either way, it's
amatter of faith. Creation is based on the religion of Chris-
tianity; evolution is based on the religion of humanism. -
" If you doubt that evolution is based on a religion, read
The Humanist Manifesto. It is the humanist bible and it
lists 15 staternents that are ilsted as” the theses of reh-
‘gious humanism ...." -

- You need to also be aware that there are some evolu-

tionists who state that what they believe is a matter of
_ faith. There are more than can be presented here, but ] of-
fer two illustrations:; “The more one studies paleontology
(the fossil record), the more certain one becomes that
evolution is based on faith alone” (The Dogma of Evolu-
tion, Louis T. Moore, p. 160). David Allbrock, professor of
anatomy at the University of Western Australia, says,
(evolution is) a time honored scientific tenet of falth "
_ (Evolution: Possible Or Impossible?, p. 180).

Science involves observation. Science involves being
able to repeat that observation. Neither original creation nor
evolution has been observed by man. No man was present
when the world was made. We cannot go back and re-cre-
ate what took place. It just has to be accepted, and to accept
the reality that there was a beginning is a matter of faith. -

Redlity of Life

- The fourth reason | accept creation is because of life it-
self, No one on either side of the creation/evolution de-
bate will deny the fact that life is a reality. The argurmnent is
houe did life get here? Where did it come from? Can it be
reproduced? The creationist view is that God made life
out of nothing. God made life capable of continuing. All ar-
eas of life (human, animal, and plant) are so desngned that
they are capable of reproducmg

Man can plant seeds to raise crops and flowers; man

can breed animals for a variety of purposes; and mankind
can bear children and know the thrill of parenthood, but
he cannot create the elements it takes fo bring a living cell
into existence, No evolutionist has ever produced that
mysterious, marvelous and mystifying entity called life,
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My fifth reason for acceptmg creation is because of the

- (Webster’s 3rd New International Dictionary, p. 789). In oth-
““er words, evolution says.things .get better as they age.
" Things evolve from a lower form to a higher form. .

- If this were only true, all of us would be better off. But

If evolution is true and things improve, why is it that crime

" rises instead of decreases? If evolution truly improved things
- for the better, girls would never become prostitutes, boys

would never become gangsters. What is it that gives a gil

‘the potential to become a respectable Jady? What is it that

gives a boy the potential to become an outstanding citizen?
It is not a belief in evolution but a belief in a Creator that en-
courages a value system based on absolutes. - .
Psychologically, things do not improve but deteriorate.

We have more psychological problems than ever before,
not less. Read the newspapers. Watch the news. Physicaily,
if evolution caused things to improve, ! would not need
glasses because my eyesight would have gotten better, not
worse. My hair would still be black instead of gray. I would
have gotten better in sports, but with age, things don't im-
prove. They deteriorate. Cars don't get better, with age, they
rust; houses left alone don’t improve, they fall apart.

- A.B. Novikoff in defining evolution puts it like this: “It
should be remembered that even in the biological world,

_itis not always in the direction of progress,” (Webs(ers 3rd

New ]nfemanona! Drcnonary, p. 789).

~Final Remarks

The debate between creation and evolution will never
be ended. Many courts have decreed that creation cannot
be presented in the public schools but evolution can. True
education, regardiess of which view you accept, is to know
both sides, With that in mind, I suggest the foliowing:

Be Informed

Know your subject well. Read about the beginning of
life from both views. Don't just assume you know your
subject. Become informed. There are many materials in
print, on audio and video tape that can give you informa-
tion. Too many people who believe in creation become
emotional when evolution is discussed. Having proper in-
formation will help control your emotions.

Stay Calm

Getting into an argument will get you nowhere, and
you will certainly not persuade others to your view by ar-
guing. Stay calm. Debate, yes; argue, no,

























































