











volved is a great way for them to
catch your vision. Serving the Lord is
something the whole family does.
We have always prayed that our chik
dren would love church and try to
malke it the kind of place where they
would want to be. Encourage them
to make friends there and bring
friends home with them on Sunday
and throughout the week.

Seven Suggestions That Work

It sounds great on paper, but how
hard is it to do? All the pastors and
wives | talked to agree that it is very dif-
ficult. Life has so many demands, and
even when you know you need things
in balance, it is hard to live it out.

They offered some practical sug-
gestions.

Keep Calendor

Keep a calendar. This seemns obvi-
ous, but things often crowd in be-
cause we fail to plan.

John, a pastor, says, “Put all the
church activities, the school events,
the sports activities, everything, on it.
Seeing them written down can help
you realize that you may have too
many things going on.”

You may need to limit a child's ac-
tivities. You may need to cut back on
evening meetings, Discuss the whole
schedule with your family.

Set Family Times

Schedule family times and stick to
it. Take vacations. Take days off.
Many famifies plan a “family night”
each week and do not take any ap-
pointments that night. Wives and
children are more willing to give up
some time if they know they will
have your complete attention later.

Make it a fun time where every-
body is together. Do all the things that
you want to do but never seem to
have the time for. Take a hike, Work
a puzzle. Play a game. Pop popcorn
and tell stories.

Linda, a pastor's wife and nurse,
says, “When my work calls or people
ask me to do something and if [ have
already scheduled time with my fam-
iy, 1 tell them I have an appointment.
[ actually write ‘appointment with
family’ on the calendar. Guard that
time carefully. Tell the church about

days off and family times and ask
that they respect them.”

Eat Together

Eat together at least once a day. If
you have to be out at dinner time,
plan breakfast or lunch together.
Keep up to date on what's happen-
ing in each other’s lives. Really listen
to each other. (if you're reading this
and you have preschoolers, you're
probably laughing. Keep trying. They
do grow up.)

Use Answering Machine

Turn on the answering machine.
Don't feel guilty for not picking up the
phone when the family is busy. Don't
feel compelled to retum calls imme-
diately. Many calls can wait till the
pastor is in the office the next day.
Yes, pastors are on call, but that does-
n't mean they have {o jump at every
person’s call.

Realize who you are. People can
have a problem for months or years
(bad marriage, financial situation, and
trouble with their kids}, but then they
call and expect the pastor to fix it in
one night. The pastor is not God. Yes,
he can pray with them and try to help
them, but he must also consider his
farnily,

A pastor who always puts the
needs of his congregation first will
have a family that resents the church.
Pastors must use discernment in rec-
ognizing a true ernergency.

Re-Evaluate Needs

Evaluate the needs of your family
at different times and adjust your
schedule. There may be times or sit-
uations when your family needs ex-
tra attention. If you feel that commu-
nication is slipping, plan a day trip
and do something you enjoy.

(Some great conversations take
place in the car. No one is leaving so
it's a perfect place to reconnect.} If
ministry demands have been partic-
ularly hectic, take extra time off to be
with your family,

Back Off

“Recognize that your hand does
not need to be in every pot,” a sea-
soned pastor’s wife says.

“The pastor or his wife doesn't
need to attend every meeting or be in
charge of every little thing that goes on
at the church. Delegate,” Jane says.

Perhaps because of tradition or the
previous pastor’s schedule, people
may expect you to do certain things.
Don’t allow them to set your agenda.
Determine what God is leading you to
do and do those things.

Expect Interruptions

Anticipate interruptions. Yes, you
have just sat down to a beautiful can-
dlelight dinner and the pastor is called
to an emergency. Things like that hap-
pen in a pastor’s family. Accept it and
go on. Life rarely goes as planned.

Make your family a priority. I have
to tell you that my husband, Richard,
is a pastor who is very good at doing
this. He makes time for me and our
children. I asked him how he does it,

He said, "It boils down to choices.
There are always more calls to
make, more studying to be done,
more work that needs to be accom-
plished, but you choose to leave it
there and be with your family. White
it on tomorrow’s Jist.”

[ asked our children if they felt
cheated by the church. They all said,
“No.” Our }7-year-old said, “Dad is al-
ways available to us, We can call him
anytime. He takes time to do things
with us.”

The key to so many things in life is
balance. Leading the church and
leading his family are both callings
from God. Pastors don’t need to sac-
rifice one for the other. m
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events with tireless enthusiasm. We
need to implement that level of ener-
gy into our worship services. No, I'm
not talking about baseless and direc-
tionless emotion, but that which is
Spirit-filled and Spirit-directed.

Excellence In Service

The success of any local church
cannot be pinned on any one indi-
vidual apart from the Lord. It is not
because of who's the pastor, where
the church is located, what type fa-
cilities are available or the kind of ad-
vertisement the church does. What
makes a church successful is the
members’ dedication to the Lord
and His Word and the fervency of the
servants that minister within that lo-
cal body.

These are the men and women
dedicated to Christ and their church.
They are not ashamed of whom they
claim as Savior and they are not
ashamed of where they worship.

Pastor Sherwood Lee, former mis-
sionary to Ivory Coast, West Africa,
told that upon his retum from India an
antagonist of our mission work there
asked Cailisle Hanna if there was a
Baptist church in Islampur, Brother
Canlisle responded authoritatively and
quickly that there wasn't a Baptist
church in Islampur but there was a
Free Will Baptist church in Islampur.

These are the men and women .

glad to call themselves Free Will Bap-
tists, who wouldn't allow the words
“Free Will” to be omiitted or be print-
ed smaller than other letters on their
church sign.

These are the men and women of
God who have supported their
church in the good times and in the
bad tirnes. They are the ones who
come to church when the rain is
coming down in sheets and when
sub-zero winds are blowing,

They are the ones who come to all
the church meetings even when their
pastor is on vacation or at the nation-
al convention, They are the ones who
voluniteer to do the difficult and hard
work that no one else would do.

These are the men and women of
God who often serve in the back-
ground. They staff the nursery, minis-
ter in children’s church, teach Sunday
School, clean the church, prepare
church meals, mow the lawn, keep
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the bills paid, serve on boards and
committees, volunteer during Vaca-
tion Bible School, come to Church
Clean Up Day and visit shut-ins.

They are the silent ministers of the
church, the unsung heroes of the
Lord's work, in my opinion. It is this
assembly of essential people who
keep the church in operation. They
minister without the fanfare we pas-
tors sometimes get every September
on Pastor Appreciation Day.

The greatness of any church min-
istry depends upon the workers who
believe in Who they are serving and
what they are doing. If you are excit-
ed about your church and believe
that your church teaches the truth
from God's Word and has something
positive to offer, you will want to
bring others into your fellowship.

Let me to introduce you to a Free
Will Baptist who has been with the
Lord for over 23 years now, Mr.
William Hay. Mr. Hay was a joy to be
around. Was he a great expositor of
the scriptures? No. Did he have an al-
phabet of collegiate accomplish-
ments following his name? No.

| don't remember any prayer that
he ever prayed nor any business mo-
tion he ever made in the church. But
I do remember that he loved chil-
dren and displayed this affection by
giving all of us bratty church kids a
stick of gum in the name of Jesus
every Sunday.

He was the epitome of a servant.
He was one of those background ser-
vants who made church great. When
the Lord called William Hay home to
his reward, his widow told us that he
had packages of gum in his dresser
drawer waiting to be given away.
This memorable act of servitude
over 23 years ago remains today as a
testimony of love.

A great church is supported and
advertised by those who believe in it
the most. Don’t expect the borderline
crowd in your church or mine to feel
as passionately about the church as
those who are there every time the
doors open.

When God is ready to start & fire of
blessing in your church, He will not be
limited or hindered by its location. If
God can abundantly bless a church that
was started in a dance hall in Hazel Park,
Michigan, in the 1930s, He can certain-
ly bless the church on Main Avenue as

well as the church on the comer of Goat
Path and Out of the Way Boulevard.

Example n Leadership

If you ask the average church atten-
der about the purpose of the church,
you would get a different answer from
every person. Remember, our primary
aim is to give glory to God.

[ remember leading a person to
Christ, who asked me if he could
start bringing his unsaved friends to
church. The new convert had a vi-
sion to see all his family and friends
get right with the Lord. [ wish some
old converts would get that excited!

It takes clear and directed leader-
ship to teach and guide people into
spiritual fruition, There are people in
every church who are diamonds in
the rough, with solid Bible teaching
and visible spiritual leadership, who
can be taught to go into the commu-
nity for the glory of God.

People don’t want to be lorded
over; they want to be led by God's
man who in turn is led by God. Some
pastors drive their people from the
background; others lead in the fore-
ground by example and encourage-
ment. Let's encourage those who
have potential to take their place in
the ministry of the focal church. Teach
them to express their ideas and put
them to work.

A truly great church has leaders
who teach and lead by example, all
the while encouraging others to take
hold of the plow and come along,

A great church reaches out and
touches their commurity, maximiz-
ing their potential for the glory of
God. How will your church be re-
membered? m
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such a way that he had no inkling Rev.
Moon was behind the project!

The Unification Church also runs a
“semninary” at Barrytown, New York,
and has “purchased the defunct
Washington Star which has reap-
peared as the Washington Times,
which in tum has given birth to a na-
tional weekly news magazine, fn-
sight.™ Moon even financed the Holly-
wood film, “Inchon.”

Moon’s ministry has placed a
smail army of flower-seliing peddlers
on America’s street corners. Do they
work hard to raise money for Rev.
Moon? I remember seeing one mem-
ber, whom I knew personally, posi-
tion herself under a street light. Weil
after sundown she was still there
hawking roses for Rev. Moon.

Are members dedicated? [ knew
one husband and wife couple who
voluntarily agreed to separate and live
hundreds of miles apart because their
work for the Unification Church took
them in two different directions.

Today, are members sexually pure?
Once | counselled with the grieving
spouse of a Unification member who
suddenly took a vow of celibacy to ful-
fill Moon’s expectations about mar-
riage; this decision was made without
the counsel or consent of the grieving
spouse, a non-member!

Messiah or Messiahs?

Unification theology holds that Je-
sus did not complete our salvation.
Thus another savior is needed to fin-
ish God’s salvation plan that includes
abolishing Hell and saving all human
beings and even Satan.” According to
researcher J. Gordon Melton, “It is
generally conceded [within the Unifi-
cation Church—UC] that Moon has
completed the unfinished task of Je-
sus and that {Moon] is.. . . the ‘Lord of
the Second Advent.’ {another messi-
ah] ... The Messiah must . . . be born
fully human, must conguer sin, and
manifest God's mascuiine nature. He
rmust also marry a woman who will
manifest God’s feminine nature. Je-
sus accomplished only half of his
Messianic missiop, as he failed to
marry. Thus Jesus offers . . . only a
spiritual salvation. By completing that
mission, Rev. Moon now offers a com-
plete physical salvation as well.”?
Christian writer Pat Means claims,
“[tlhis concept [of two messiahs] is

surprisingly similar to Hinduism’s be-
lief in recurring avatars |a god who
has decended into the world in the
form of a human}.”*

Once Tasked a Unification member
if he really believed that Moon was the
Messiah. He would neither affirm nor
deny it. I asked him why was he so
silent? He then quoted, .. . if any man
shallsay ', .. hereis Christ. ... believe
it not,” (ltalic added-—Matthew 24:23).
The implication was: he believed it but
did not want to “say” it!

“Bnother Jasus”

Surely influenced by his oriental
heritage, Moom's concept of God “is
very similar to the Taoist view of ulti-
mate reality . . . represented by the
male/fernale forces of Yin and Yang.™*
UC teaches, “The whole creation ‘is his
[or God’s} body or outward form.™s

1. Jesus Is Not God—Moon's Di-
vine Principle (DP) claims, one “must
understand this [verse John &:58]
does not signify that Jesus was God
Himself."* Yet, Jesus refers to Him-
self in John 858 as “l am,” words re-
ferring to God (see Exodus 3:14).

Christian writer Robert Bowman
also claims, “Among biblical scholars
a growing consensus has formed be-
hind the opinion that John 8:58 delib-
erately echoes . . . [God’s] ‘[ am’
statements in Isaiah 40-55.""

Moon claims: “Jesus attained deity
. ... Jesus was not the unique, only
begotten Son of God who was pre-ex-
istent with the Father before ail creat-
ed things.”* Yet the Bible states that
Jesus preexisted and is God’s “only
begotten Son,” (John 3:16. See John
1:1-3, Colossians 1:16 and Micah 5:2
concerning Jesus’ pre-existence).

2. Jesus Died Before He Could
Complete His Earthly Mission—*We

.. must realized that Jesus did not
come to die on the cross . .. .”"* Yet the
Bible clearly reveals otherwise (see
Matthew 16: 21, Acts 2:23; Hebrews 2:9;
Revelation 13:8; John 17:4-5).

3. Jesus Was Not Virgin Born—Pat
Means claims that UC “doctrine denies
the miraculous birth of our Lord, be-
lieving instead that Jesus was the result
of an illicit affair between Mary and
Zacharias or sorme other man." How-
ever, the Bible states that the Holy Spir-
it, not a man, directly caused the con-
ception of Jesus' earthly body (see
Luke 1:34 and Matithew 1:20).

4, Jesus Did Not Rise Bodily From
The Dead—Christian writer James
Bjornstad claims that UC theology
teaches, “Jesus was resurrected from
the dead as a spirit man."* Yet after
the resurrection, Jesus could hardly
have been raised as a “spirit” man
since the Lord affirmed that “spirit
hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me
have,” (Luke 24:39; cp. Mark 6:49).
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