


























for this position. Total income for the Master’'s Men de-
partment in 1997 was $140,391. Expenses totaled $135,018.
After several years of struggling financially, the depart-
ment is now paying its own way.

Kefirement

Rev. Bill Evans gave
reports of the Board of
Retirement and the
Foundalion. He report-
ed that 1997 was a
record year for the Re-
tirement  Department,
Total assets increased
$2.9 million during the
vear reaching an all time
high $17.2 million at the
end of the year. New de-
posits were the highest
ever, exceeding $1.1 mik-

Board of Retirement director, Bill

lion. The number of participants in the denominational re-
tirement program continues to increase. During 1997 the
department enrolled 66 new participants, 37 of whom
were age 4) or younger,

Larnings for the program continue to be good. Returns
for 1997 were 15.557%:; returns for the last 10 years aver
age 9.494% per year. The cost of operation for the plan is
quite low, only 1.9145% in 1997. In his report, Rev. Evans
stated that if is his goal to reduce the cost of operation in
the future to 1% or less of assets. The retirement program
is owned and operated by Free Will Baptists. It offers safe-
ty, stability and good earnings to pastors and other de-
nominational employees,

PR Founnetion -

The Foundation
exists to manage in
the most effective
manner possibie fi-
nancial assets placed
in its care by individ-
uals, churches and
other donors, The
donor determines
how those assets are
to be used and how

state projects and local churches. An individual may es-
tablish a revacable trust, unitrust, gift annuity or endow-
ment. During 1997 over $138,000 was distributed to vari-
ous departments and agencies by the Foundation. It pro-
vides a vehicle by which Free Will Baptists can provide
for their families and also benefit the Lord’s work in dif-
ferent ways.

Commission for Theologieal Infegeity

Four commissions perform speciic and important ser-
vices for the de-
nomination,
and each pre-
sented reports
during the con-
vention in Tul
sa. The Com
mission for
Theological In

Melody Hood has a problem, |

tegrity reported that
the second annual
Theological  Sympo-
sium met on the cam-
pus of Hillsdale Free
K Will Baptist College on
¥ October 24-25. 1997,
The third annual sym-
3 4 posium will meet on
; ¥ the campus of Free Wil
e : | Baptist Bible College
November 6-7, 1998,
. The  commis-
RS 4sion also sponsored a
seminar on Tucsday afterncon at the conven-
1 tion which dealt with Postmaodernism. This is a
way of thinking which affects many aspects of
modern life, and it is the desire of the commis-
sion that Free Wiil Baptist people be aware of
.| and able to recognize this influence in our soci-
T ety.

A Mussic Commission

%@
: % The Music Commission has been busy dur-
ol ing the past year. It completed a recording pro-

W tiie income
{ will be dis-
i tributed. At
Nl the present
M time the
f Foundation
manages
§ funds benefit-
ting several
d nationa! de-
partments,

| WNAC Fellowship Diter. colleges,

ject prior to the convention in Tulsa. This project in-
cludes nine hymns and gospel songs which can be used
in our church services. The songs are arranged so that
they can be sung by many Free Will Baptist church
choirs. Music books, an accompaniment tape and a lis-
tening tape will soon be ready, These can be ordered
from the Music Commission.

The Music Commission also published a quarterly
publication, Keasons to Kejoice, which provides readers
with a variety of helps for developing an effective music
ministry i a local church. Subscriptions are available
from the Music Commission.
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 Faith Wo rks

_By Dean Jones

Jith Works wac; the.. theme of ﬂ}é 31st anm.ial. Nat_ioéla.l. tion."l‘l_l_é aft_ei'—serviét;i";1'c_t.iyi%y _u:ras held in the Adams Mark .
* Youth Conference, July -12-16, in Tulsa, Oklahoma, - Hotel and .over 250 young people joined in a concert of -

Brenda Harrison, Oklahoma Sunday School teacher, . Prayer’ They ‘upheld their- Lhumhes ;)astors pe_ers .and :
. started the conference Sunday morning, using Hori- - - their world before the Lord. S )
“zon curriculum, Steven Loveless, a Missouri youth .~ Tuesday was -another ddy Of LOIni)@TiUOﬂ Wlth Bible

~ pastor, spoke during morning teen worship service, Donald . competition reaching the semifinal round. Instrumental--
" : e 15tS, pUppeteers, ensembles, Lhons and

.(homles packed competition -rooms. .
Attendees visited the art galley where
nearly 100 entries were displayed. They - .
. also - purghasod conference, souvenirs .

salec; ‘hooth. : :
“Tuesday evemm, s wo;bhlp service . -
featured Brad Sneed of Broken Arrow,
Oklahoma. He challenged young peo- |
ple to start the trend of unity among -

would ‘spread to their churches and ©
states, Hundreds Lsp()nd@(% 1o mwia—_[
tions during the week, : N
Wuinesddv morning . delmed Bli)le -
‘Competition Finals, The Red Bay, Al- .~
abama, team won both the Bible Bowl
and. iiL-Tdc' oe competitions, Congrat- -
'uiahonb 1o ’V[drlm Sdml the Red Bay -
‘Bible Bowl eVerl COnsecy-. -

Dr. Jtm Tuel! 1|§ustrutes 0 pumt (literally).

'Myu‘s ()f l"dylm Ml(,hlgan serv
tor,. - ' '
‘ﬁliﬂdd\r’ Lvenm«f:, tecn wor i
“featured music by Truth "& Pt
. Leadership Conference, undet 1

- of Deanna Hollifield, (,onfuenu,
. Allen Pomtu of Russeliwlie, Arks

" lenged the audience to not follow

- the Titanic, but to stay tr ue to Go

“ - .service, teens: jomed in'the T
' '--.Lond to enjoy human bow}mg,
: “run, boumy baxing and live arme
7 Bible C()m;)etitlon and ‘the
L AltS iestlvai started Monday e
“continued tthL!(fh Wednesda}-
“There” were. 058 entnec; and
::trcmts i
. Monday evenmqs teen bEl’Vl-
- was Larry Jones, president and
_ '_I-eed the Ch;ldren Inc.; of Oklahos
- fore speaking, a speczal presentat;
- -1,000 love box_es were given to

L September. ]998Comactl 7o

and their favonte T-shirts at the NYC

their youth .groups and pray that it : .



S - Touching Tulsa with
ol Love™

s streets, . Some volun-

- Greater Tulsa area.

" 'year. The two individual competitions, Turning Point and -

" Horizon, proved to be exciting. Two pretesting times de-

- “termined finalists. The 1998 winners were Turning Point—.
S Iaurd Ham I‘ennesseg dnd Houzon-—Katle Ham Ten~
- nessee. . - N
“During the fom-day Conference over. 30 wox kshops R
o dnd seminars were. presented for children, teens and -
. youth workers on vanous mmlstly and _-.prdcttcal sub- vk

jects. -Our “Teens |
o project - al-
- lowed. over 300 op-
._portunities to -take -
I'the i gospel - to -the - £

" teered - their ‘morn-,
_.ings and ‘afternoons :
“to serve at five differ-

ent.agencies in the :

-+ They helped sort do- |
snated. s iclothing,
working with home-&
- less -+ children - and -
Cadults, L cleaned |
“warehouses, paint-.
ed, and cooked and -
- served meals to the -
- *homeless. . Faith .
“-Works -tracts. were -
_ printed for young i
" people to share with - '
“those they met dur- -
© ing their stay in Tul- .
“sa. Preschool Wor- -
ship (ages 3-5) ser-
vices - were - held
~each day. "~ _
-~ This exciting pro-
“gram provided an
opportunity to min-

i '-ZWaddell dlrector of the Forekﬁn Missmns Depattment R

~ “speaking.'Some 3,000 people gathexed forthe Awards Cel-7 0
" ebration Wednecsday evening. All Bible COIl‘l;)(—)tlth]l and RN,

.Musm and Arts Festival winners were xecogmzed SRR

.. "The -1999. National Youth Lvangehstm Team was an- el
' .nou_nced These 12 high school youth were top.scorersin . -

. the “1998 Music and Arts Festival. “They- are: Eric .~

Puschman (ME) Matt Thornburg (OH), Mary Catherine .. "+ .
- Harris (OK), Lindsey Scott (MO), Greg Graf . ="~
~(MO), ‘Russell - Cooper (0K), Cassandra. -

. Godfrey (NC), Jennifer Johnston (IL), Ben

f_-Boita (FL) and Laura Munsey (TX)..

of -the - Year-~Christi Wilson (Alabama),
and Youth Worker of the Y&n ——-BI uce Bu]--
_nett (Oklahoma).- :

“conference of this magnitude without the

ship Conference, These ?2 youth gave life .
“to the planned activities. I‘hc;y_wel_e_ divid-

'or to the National Youth Conference, =
_ At the conclusion: “of 'the Truth & -
l - Peace Conference, several awards were.
opresented, The youth selected Ben Park-
- er-{Oklahoma) and ‘Christi Wilson for
" Best All Around awards. The NYC staff se-
- lected Mitch - Cooper. (Oklahoma) ;and
- ‘Holly Beeler (1 ennesqee) for OUt‘Stdﬂdlﬂ"
Leadersh:p awards.
“Special appreciation is (lue to dll pdS-.
“tors, parents, youth leaders, coaches and
" judges who work with our youth. Thank

ister 1o the youngest Free Will Baptists. Upon checkin, -~
helped make the 31st Annual Natlonal Youth Conference _

" asuccess.

-each was assigned to a team. From there they were led
“through a series.of centers throughout the -service in-
cluding: worship & singing, role play, crafts, snacks, sen-
" sory center and motor skills. Our thanks goes to Darryn

- and Lisa McGee (Oklahoma) and their assistants f()r thEll’
" devotion to this exciting ministry program. '

" Children (grades 1-3) and Tweener (grades 4-6) wor-
-ship services were conducted Sunday morning and each

-“evening by Dr. Jim Tuell—the spray painting preacher. . :

During his lessons, Dr. Tuell lead the children through the

*entire Old and New Testaments, the life of Jesus and the - -
" they arrived. Lives which will live out their faith in the

_coming years, Lives which will lead us to the 32nd youth

~:life of Paul by spray painting on giant sheets of styrofoam.

~The Monday afternoon Children’s and Tweeners’ Ban- .

'quet was a highlight with nearly 400 children and parents
_:gathering to see Bruce Bennett (Oklahoma) conduct an

FWB Youth Group (Oklahoma) present LM.A.G.E. "

Wednesday evening concluded with a joint wor shlp :
_service in the Tulsa C_onven__tmn Center with Rev. Eugene

| '13__:Confac_t_,i’ﬁ_ep;émbef 1998 L

you to the hundreds of volunteers who

We have nnplemented many changes and hope to see

even more in the future. We are eager for your input. If
" you have ideas or suggestions for speakers, seminars or
. changes, please mail them to P. O. Box 17306, Nashville,
"~ TN 37217. When people think back to the 1998 NYC in Tul-
- sa, some will remember the soaring temperatures or
maybe the long lines. I will remember the hundreds of
“young people who shared their lives with us for a week.

Lives which hopefully returned home different than when -

conference in Atlanta, Georgia, where. they wali see that

_ .. : there is “No Wall Too nghV’
~evening of humor, fun and music, and the Norman First - -

~ ABOUTTHE WRITER, Dean Jones serves as ﬂireﬂﬁf for the th'io.hu_! Youth C_o_hf_éf_énc_e.

“Parker (OK), Ryan Bowlin (MO), Knstma

‘Trophies, “ribbons, medals, “certifi-. . . 7+ *
3L<1tes and - scholarships were awarded. =~
pecial awards ‘were given to the follow- - -
“ing: Youth Group of the Year—First FWB -
Church, ‘Locust. Grove, Oklahoma; Youth -

1t would be 1mposmb!e to Lon(iuct a: RS
 assistance of the Truth and Peace Leader-
" ed into wvarious areas -of responsibility. - -

They did a super job. Participants had. .~
been in leadership training two weeks pri- -













































