





SLERETARY SPEAKS

The Spectrum of Stewardship (X )

ne of the fundamental facets
of stewardship is the Stew-
rdship of Thoughts. What
@ we think is very important,
AJ] of us need to cultivate thoughts
that are acceptable to God in light of
the day we will give an account to
God for every thought.

Christ Discerns Our Thoughts

Consider Christ’s Declaration.
Thoughts produce actions. Jesus said,
“For out of the heart proceed evil
thoughts, murders, adulteries, forni-
cations, thefts, false witness, blas-
phemies: these are the things which
defile a man . . .” (Matt. 15:19-20).

The writer of Proverbs declares,
“For as he thinketh in his heart, so is

e..."” (Prov. 23:7). The stewardship
of our thoughts plays a vital role in
the way we act.

Consider Christ’s Discernment. Jesus
knows all our thoughts, for He is ormni-
scient as well as omnipresent. Through-
out the letters to the seven churches in
Revelation 2-3, Christ reminds the
churches that He knows their works.
He has full knowledge of what they
were thinking as well as doing.

“And Jesus knowing their thoughts
said, Wherefore think ye evil in your
hearts?” (Matt. 9:4),

“And again, the Lord knoweth the
thoughts of the wise, that they are
vain,” (I Cor. 3:20).

“For the word of God is quick, and
powerful, and sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing even to the di-
viding asunder of soul and spirit, and
of the joints and marrow, and is a dis-
cerner of the thoughts and intents of
the hear,” (Heb. 4:12),

Christ Directs Our Thoughts

Christ directs our thoughts
through the Manuscript. The Psalmist
declared, “But his delight is in the

law of the Lord; and in his law doth
he meditate day and night,” (Ps. 1:2).

Psalm 119 reminds us of the im-
portance of the Word of Ged in the
believer’s life. The entire psalm is de-
voted to the nature of the Word, need
for the Word and the nourishment
one gets from the Word.

Paul rerninds Timothy of the im-
portance of the Bible in the Christian
life, “And that from a child thou hast
known the holy scriptures, which are
able {o make thee wise unio salva-
tion through faith which is in Christ
Jesus, All scripture is given by inspi-
ration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness: that
the man of God may be perfect,
throughly furnished unto all good
works,” (I Tim. 3:15-17).

Christ directs our thoughts through
our Mind. Pauj urges the Philippian be-
Hevers, “Finally, brethren, whatsoever
things are true, whatsoever things are
honest, whatsoever things are just,
whatsoever things are pure, whatso-
ever things are lovely, whatsoever
things are of good report: if there be
any virtue, and if there be any pratse,
think on these things,” (Phil. 4:8).

The things we read, hear and ab-
serve have a definite impact on our
spiritual lives. We must separate our-
selves from worldly influences by
thlnkmg on things that are pure and
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virtuous. By planting seeds of virtue,
purity and holiness in your mind, you
can reap a harvest of godly actions.
Planting seeds of profanity, vulgar talk
and ungodly lifestyles in your heart will
reap a deadly harvest of sin. Whatever
we allow to be planted in our hearts
through our mind will eventually man-
ifest itself in our actions.

Christ directs our thoughts
through Meditation. Meditation is the
act of contemplating spiritual truths.
Perusing, pondering and practicing
the scriptures holds the key to right-
ecus and right thinking. Righteous
thinking leads to righteous living.

Christ directs our thoughts through
Mocdleling. The perfect model to imitate
is the Lord Jesus Christ. He left us an
example of how to live. He is our per-
fect pattern. Throughout the pages of
the Bible, we find many positive ex-
amples of how to live the Christian life.

Christ Discloses Our Thoughts

Consider our Accouritability. Every
Christian is accountable and answer-
able to God for his thoughts. Because
our thoughts have a direct impact on
our behavior, we must not allow even
one thought that does not honor God.

Consider our Ability. God's grace
gives us the ability to maintain the
right kind of thought life,

Consider our Arrointing. The Holy
Spirit which indwells, infills, instructs
and illurninates is available to enable
and empower our thinking process.

Consider our Acceptability. Stew-
ardship of our thoughts means we
want to think those things which are
acceptable and pleasing in God's sight.
We should pray with the Psalmist, “Let
the words of my mouth, and the med-
itation of my heart, be acceptable in
thy sight, O Lord, my strength, and my
redeerner,” (Ps. 19:14). m
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five, four, three and the little one was
about ten months old. All of them were
hot, sunburned and ill at ease.

After they had eaten their fill, Don
and I bought themn groceries for supper
and brealfast. Then we rented them a
motel room with a good air condition-
er. As we helped them settle in, we
urged them to go to church with us the
following day, and they agreed.

Sue and | stopped by the motel the
following morning to pick up our
guests. They were all still wearing the
same faftered, wrinkled clothes they’d
worn the previous day. I couldn’t help
smiling as we entered the church with
this ragged crew and watched our
church family greet them warmly and
make them welcome.

The next morning the first itern of
business was to find a job for the fa-
ther. I went with him to check out
several possibilities, but no one
would hire him, At first, | couldn’t un-
derstand why we kept striking out,
and then [ noticed his hands.

He had a disease of the hands that
caused all his fingernails to come off.
Therefore, his hands looked unclean
and ragged. Even with better clothes
and improved grooming, we were
unable to locate a job for him.

About this time, Don had to return
to work, so | inherited the family and
their problemns. We did finally find the
wife a position in a restaurant, but the
father remained unemployed.

Next, our Sunday School class and
our church came through with help.
The church paid the first month's
rent on a house and the Sunday
School class paid the utilifes de-
posits. Sue and [ bought some inex-
pensive, used furniture.

Things were looking up! They were
settled in a place of their own and the
wife was working. It looked like their
fortunes were finally turning.

The next day at work | received an
emergency phone call from the moth-
er's employer. “We called you be-
cause you were the one listed as ref-
erence for our new employee,” the
voice said. “She just passed out and
the ambulance is here now.”

I rushed to the restaurant to find
that she had revived. She explained
that she had a medical problem that
somefimes caused her to “pass out.”
Her medical problem also caused
her to be unemployed again.

The job search resumed for both
the husband and the wife. Weels
passed and we were unable to find a
job for either of them.

I was Dbeginning to read and
reread Jesus’ parable about the
Good Samaritan. It always read the
sarne, The Samaritan found a man in
need, took him {o a motel and paid
for all his needs to be met. It sound-
ed pretty much like what Don and 1
had done and who knows how long
that haif-dead man required assis-
tance or how much his therapy cost?

Sue and [ continued to pray and
seek God's help as we pondered
what to do. By the second month, we
were supporting this family by our-
selves. The church was helping other
needy families and our small Sunday
School class was also involved in
helping others,

The father developed the habit of
coming to my office in the middle of
my workday and talking about his
problems and his feelings of help-
lessness, He always brought the four
children with him.

I was beginning to feel frustrated
and disappointed. The parents had
made commitments to live for God
and serve Him. They were likeable,
appreciative, honest people, who
simply could not find work.

But I didn’t know how long Sue
and I could afford to support our farn-
ily and his as well. At the same time,
we couldn’t Jet them go hungry, As
Christians we couldn’t turn our
backs on them.

We intensified our prayer efforts
on their behalf,

Shortly after we had paid the third
month’s rent, paid the utilities and
bought groceries, the father and his
little troupe came to my office again,
The father led the way. Next came
his four children, stair-step fashion
from oldest to youngest, with the ba-
hy who was just able to toddle, bring-
ing up the rear.

As I watched them file in, [ noticed
that the littlest guy, barely a year old
now, had filled his diaper and was
dripping its contents all the way
across my carpet, right up to my desk.

I prayed silently, “Lord, please give
me love, patience and wisdom.”

God answered my prayer, | felt
nothing but love and compassion for
this family and was able to gently say to

the father, “We need to really pray con-
cerning God’s plan for your future.”

Alfter we prayed, the Lord sent the
first clue to the answer. As we were
talking, he mentioned having an uncle
who still lived in Green Bay, Wisconsin.

Anuncle in Green Bay, Wisconsin!
The words were a light bulb turmed
on in my mind,

I called the uncle and told him
about the problems his nephew’s
family was having. The uncle re-
sponded, “I have a large farm here
and, if he can get back up here, I'll
give him a job on the farm. There is
also a big farmhouse for his family to
live in with plenty of room for the
kids to run and play.”

The family was overjoyed. 1 al-
most had a shouting spell mysell
Then reality set in.

Their car was broken down.

They didn’t have money for bus
fare and food.

They had no way to get back to
Wisconsin,

[ assured them we would work it
out 50 they could get home.

And we did.

We sold the furniture and used the
money to repair their car. We stocked
the car with groceries for the trip,
filled the gas tank and gave them
money for additional gasoline and mi-
nor emergencies. As they prepared to
leave, we told them to contact us if
they broke down on the road and we
would find a way to get them help no
matter where they were,

They said they would write when
they arrived safe and sound. Then
we waved goodbye to our friends.

Time passed without any comrmu-
nication from “our” family. Then at
Christmas a letter came. They had
gotten safely home, were doing well
in their work and loved the farm.
They thanked us over and over again
for our help.

Lknow Don and Sue and I will nev-
er forget this experience as “good
Samaritans.” Sometimes it was messy
and frustrating and wearisome.

But now [ think I know how that
good Samaritan felt.

It's a good feeling! m

ABOUT THE WRITER: Joe Seay is a free lance writer
who fives in Greenbrier, Arkansas.
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" Lord was with them.*

| When terminal illness

comes home.

I’ve Stepped
Into Their
Shoes

By Darwin E. Kelton

aspects of pastoring involves
ministering to people with
terrninal = iflnesses. - Like
- - nany pastors, 1 have sat with

churchmembers and their families as
- the doctor relayed the diagnosis . . .
" terminal illness. F'would console them
-as best I could and assure .thern the

I've gone every night to homes

~ and had prayer with terminally il in-

-, dividuals so that they could be en-
“couraged to make it through the next
‘day. I've encouraged them to trust
the Lord now more than ever hefore,
Medicine had failed; doctors were
helpless; there wasn't anything their
- family could do but be by their side.
~ Twve then sat at.the bedside as
those saints took ftheir last breaths.
T've been with them from the time
-they were told of their illnesses until ]
preached their funerals, = -~

~. Then one day 1 stepped into their

" shoes. .

~Deoth Sentence -
- In my early.50s, 1 had a heart at-

o '_ ‘tack :that required ‘a quadruple by-

- pass. 'Eor;.mr_eg year_s__!___di.d: well. Then . ‘heen preaching all these years; this is

-1 started -having *
" cardiac _
~and .- congestive
- “heart faflure, N

' né b_f . th_e' -fndst . Chéilehging

- the hot weather
was causing my .o

- Lord calls me home, . .-
<ot won't give up. 1 may give out,
- but . won'’t give up. This is what I've

arrests

1 told my doc:j'.
{or that | thoyght

" heart problem. He :h.as_:'élv:vay's._'-beé'n._ 5
- straightforward with ‘me. He said it
" was not the heat nor the weather.

Dr. Barton said my heart was slow-

" ly giving out, and [ was slowly dying,

Because of my age and my diabetes,
a transplant was not an option,
- "Dr. Barton then asked me my feel-

_ ings at hearing this news. [ told him [
felt as if “I stepped into the shoes” of
- many people I've counseled and tried

to help over the years, -
-+ "¥If you think I'm -going to have a
pity-party and say, ‘Lord, look at all

Pve done for You, ali the people who
“have been saved and. rededicated

under my ministry; and -now look

‘what You've done to me—look at me
-now!:Not me, -Doc. I'l preach, sing,
- play ‘my guitar and witness 'til the

the reason we become Christians.

_ Now 1 must depend on the Lord
“more than ever before.”

- New Priorities

~That was three years ago. I've had
to retire from pastoring, but I still
preach, sing and play my guitar every

" chance I get. | am currently the min-
“ister of music at Union Grove FWB
. Church in Atkins, Arkansas.

One of the things that disturbs me

is that often when people find out
. they have a terminal illness, they stop
going to church. This is the time they

need the church the most. I need to
hear God's Word. | need Wednesday

_night to charge up my spiritual battery.
{ need Sunday School. 1 need the

morming worship hour and the Sun-

"day night service.

- “fhe ‘Union Grove Church réai_]y
helps me. The members encourage







































FIRRONTLY

Here’s the good news from First
FWB Church in Smithville, MS. Atten-
dance finally topped 100 when 105 peo-
ple showed up for moming worship.
Now here’s the bad news, Fastor Den-
nis Kizzire agreed to climb to the roof of
the church and eat a banana sandwich
if members persuaded 100 people to at-
tend. They did. Then they made sure the
preacher did what he promised. By the
way, because of a special program for
youth, more than 40 youth now attend
on Wednesday nights.

It's free and you can get one. The
Free Will Baptist Stewardship Note-
hook can be yours by writing: The To-
gether Way Plan, P O, Box 5002, Anti-
och, TN 37011. The notebook will be
sent to you complete with stewardship
material inserts. When new materials
are printed, you will automatically be
sent the current insert,

Pastor Doice McAlister celebrated
50 years in the ministry August 22, He
pastors Turtock FWB Church in Tur-
lock, CA. Doice also serves as Califor-
nia’s General Board member to the
National Association.

Southwest FWB Church in Colum-
bus, OH, reports nine new members and
four convetrts. The congregation turned
27 years old in August, They scheduled
dinner on the grounds and special
morming services. John Meade pastors,

Six conversions, eight baptisms and
nine new members brought smiles all
around at Heritage Temple FWB
Church in Columbus, OH. Pastor Billy
Sharpston leads the busy congregation.

Ohio evangelist Clovis Vanover wit-
nessed 46 conversions in six revivals
and 13 appointments,

Pastor Lowell King leads the Wake-
field FWB Church in Wakefield, OH.
Leaders reported six baptisnis and 14
new members.

Three young men have answered the
call to preach at Hillview FWB Church
in Reynoldsburg, OH. They are Jon
Emory, Brady Hall and Tony Goett. Pas-
tor Bill Hayes chaired the Registration
Committee in 1997 when the National

Association met in Cincinnati.

First FWB Church in Park Hills,
MO, dedicated 5,400-square-feet of
new ministry space in a two-story
structure, according to Pastor Ken
Dodson. Mayor Jess Martin and Mis-
souri executive secretary Nathan Ru-
ble brought greetings. Former associ-
ate pastor Gene Howell preached the
morning message which resulied in
two conversions and one rededication.
The church was founded in 1880,

Some 98 students and 40 workers
teamed for a successful VBS at Blue
Point FWB Church in Cisne, IL, Pastor
Ernie Lewis said they raised more than
$300 for missionaries Dennis and Carol
Teague., The church also purchased a
15-passenger van for ministry outreach.

Thanks to Bob and Pat Hastings,
there’s a new Kimball organ in Arnold
View FWB Church in Creal Springs,
IL. Ilvan Ryan pastors.

Vacation Bible Schooi averaged 80
students nightly at First FWB Church
in Decatur, IL. The VBS also raised
$247 for missions, according to Pastor
Larry Monday.

Members of Pittsburgh FWB
Church in Pittsburgh, IL, dedicated
the property on which they plan to
huild a new church, Every member got
to take part in the ground-breaking cer-
emony, says Pastor Danny Gray,

They’re offt Members of Ca-
vanaugh FWB Church in Fort Smith,
AR, voted on a three-phase building
program, according to Pastor Will Har-
mon. Phase 1 calls for a two-story,
10,000-square-foot c¢lassroom and of-
fice complex. Phase 2 will boost seat-
ing capacity in the worship center by
135 seats. Phase 3 will add 30 new
parking spaces.

Home missionary Mark Vandivort
completed 38 years of continuous min-
istry that took him frosn New Hampshire
to Arizona planting churches. He also
served as field secretary for the Home
Missions Department, assistant to the di-
rector , and as editor of Mission Grams.
Marlk's versatility made him effective as

a pastor, church planter and journalist,

Pastor Cliff Donoho reports 22 con-
versions and eight baptisms at Her-
itage FWB Church in Davenport, IA.

Members of Donelson FWB Church
in Nashville, TN, dedicated an 800-seat,
rmulti-purpose  celebration center, The
center includes a commercial kitchen,
suite of music offices as well as 16,000
square feet for future educational
space. When not set for worship, the
center becomes a recreational gymna-
sium. Pastor Rob Morgan said the
structure is the first of its kind, utilizing a
large stage which can be winched up
against the wall when the area is need-
ed for other events. The new facility al-
lows the church to move from three
morning worship services to one.

The Wellington FWB Church in
Wellington, KS, sustained several
thousand dollars storm damage from
wind, water and hail. The church is
without a pastor.

Members of Bellview FWB Church
in Colquitt, GA, dedicated their remod-
eled auditorium. The six-month remod-
eling effort produced a cathedral ceil-
ing, new baptistry and pulpit arca, en-
larged vestibule, new carmet, stained
glass windows and steeple. Pastor J. M.
Creech said that a ramp for the handi-
capped was added. Guest speaker for
the occasion was Damon Dodd.

Marietta FWB Church in Lyons, GA,
dedicated a new steeple which had
been denated by Ken and Ann Murphy
in memory of J. E. Wood, Mrs. Mur-
phy’s father. €. Irvin Murphy pastors.

Members of Horse Branch FWRB
Church in Turbeville, SC, dedicated
two buildings in honor of those who
contributed so greatly to the church
minisity. The 2,800-square-foot educa-
tional wing was dedicated as “The
Beasley Educational Wing: in honor of
former pastor Wilburn Beasley. A
1,680-square-foot music building was
dedicated as “The Coker Music Build-
ing in memeory of Willie and Gladys
Coker and their son, Lenich. Charley
Carmack pastors. m
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