

















The Middle-Ager

Mary remembered that the angel
had told her of her cousin Elisabeth'’s
pregnancy. immediately, she rushes to
share her news, Why did Mary go to
Elisabeth? Was it because Gabriel had
said, “for with God nothing should be
impossible” and that she and Elisabeth
now shared this common bond?

Or, was Mary an orphan with no
mother to share this news? Or, was
Mary's mother such a woman that
Mary could not have opened her
heart to her and confide in her as she
could in this motherly friend and
wise and tender counselor?

Both Elisabeth and her husband
priest Zachanas were described as
“righteous before God, walking in all
of the commandments of the Lord
blameless.” They had lived a long
and happy lifetime together but their
home had remained childiess.

The childless state was humiliat-
ing for the wife of a priest, for in Israel
it was the dreamn of every woman
that she would be privileged to be
the mother of the Messiah. For years
Elisabeth’s prayers for a child had
gone unanswered,

Why God had chosen this late time
in her life to give her this honor she
did not understand nor question. Not
the case with her husband. And be-
cause of his unbelief he was struck
dumb, a prophet no longer able to
minister or prophesy in the Temple.
Therefore, they had hidden away in
the hill country for five months.

There they were sitting alone with
their own thoughts, in silence, when
Mary's knock came to the door. With
an embrace and with the authority of
a prophetess Elisabeth saluted Mary,
she said: “Blessed art thou among
women, and blessed is the fruit of thy
womb. And whernce is this to me,
that the mother of my Lord should
come to me?”

Elisabeth was looking for the Mes-
siah and prompted by the Holy Spirit
was privileged to be the first to an-
nounce His coming., What a meet-
ing! What laughter, singing and tears,

Mary's response was an outhurst of
sacred and unselfish joy in praise to
God, “My soul doth magnify the Lord,
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my
Saviour.,” Mary stayed with Elisabeth
about three months. We can only

imagine the conversations those two
mothers-to-be must have had.

Perhaps they talked about the an-
gel's visits, the names they were 1o
give thelir little ones, the future they
would want to give them, the teach-
ing and training in the synagogue, No
doubt they spent much time in
prayer for the two sons they would
soon deliver,

The Child of the Ages

Mary returned home to face hu-
miliation and shame. But Joseph had
also had a heavenly visitor who told
him not to be afraid to marry Mary
for the child she carried was of the
Holy Ghost. Their meeting must have
been bitter-sweet,

Their wedding day was not what
either of these young people had
dreamed about and planned. They
must have taken courage as they re-
membered God’s blessed promise,
“Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust
also in Him, and He will bring it to
pass...”

Then, the long journey to Bethle-
hem to pay a tax and to be counted.
What a journey that must have been
on the back of a donkey so late in a
pregnancy. Yet, we read nothing
about a grumbling, complaining
wife,

Not even when all the best to the
least hotels were filled and the only
place they could find to sleep was in
a smelly stable surrounded by ani-
mals. Not the kind of place to give
birth to a baby, any baby, but espe-
cially a royal baby.

Mary must have wondered, “Had
not the angel said that this baby I car-
ry will be great and is to reign over Is-
rae] forever? Here we are in this
smelly stable surrounded by animals
and filth.”

She did the best she could to
make a cradle of clean sweet hay in
a feed trough. When the fullness of
time had come, “. .. the Word be-
came flesh, and dwelt among us . . .”

What were Mary’s thoughts as she
looked into His tiny face? Did she see
God’s face? There He was her baby
and yet, her Savior. What emotions
must have filled her heart and soul.
What an awesome task. To nurture,
teach and train the very Son of the
Most High God.

When the shepherds came telling
their story and fell to worship her new-
born baby, she must have felt God's
approval on all they had done up to this
time. Mary kept all these sayings and
treasured them in her heart,

The Old-Ager

When Jesus was eight days old,
Mary and Joseph took Him to the
Temple for dedication and circumci-
sion. There they saw an old woman
name Anna, Mary might have seen
her there many times before, for the
worman’s husband had died after they
had been maried only seven years.

She had been a widow 84 years
and had lived at the Temple day and
night worshiping God with fasting and
prayer and looking for the Redeemer
to come. Her seat was never empty in
the Temple, Surely she heard the
words of Simeon when he said that
he had lived to see his salvation.

She also recognized this to be the
Messiah for whom she had watched,
waited and prayed. Only three verses
are given in scripture about Anna,
but what a commentary.

Anna not only prayed and praised
but went out proclaiming the good
news that the promised One had
come, She was the first missionary to
herald the Incarnation to all who
looked for the Redeemer in Jerusalem.

A teenager, a middle-aged
woman and a very old widow: differ-
ent yet so alike. They were all three
wise women, found walking worthi-
ly while they were watching, waiting
and worshiping God. They were,
most certainly, willing to be used of
God. These are the chosen women
of that first Christmas. m
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