











his street, the destruction was unbe-
lievable. Two streets from his home,
we were unable to go any further.
Cars, parts of cars, roofs, trees and
other debris blocked the road.

The neighborhood was unrecogniz-
able. Dad continued saying that this
wasn't the right street, that Toby didn’t
live around here. Just then a man,
looking confused and dazed walked
by. Dad asked him where we were.
The man said, “Angela Lane.”

That was Toby's street, There was no
street, no homes, nothing but piles and
piles of bricks and wood. We started
running and screaming out Toby and
Sheila’s names.

Dad prayed, “Please God, not them,
please no, no, no,” As we neared the
place where their home should have
been, we stopped. Again Dad said,
“This isn't it, this isn't their home.”

I grabbed his arm and shouted,
“This is their house, There is a pool.
Toby has a pool. No one else around
does. This is Toby’s house."

But there was no house. Just a pile
of trash, rubble, trees and a pool
filled with bricks.

We called Toby’s name looking
around the pile to see if we could
find them. People began emerging—
some bloody, most in shock. My
heart seemed to stop. | had to re-
member to breathe. | was screaming
and crying and couldn’t stop. Dad
wanted to crawl] into the wreckage to
look for Toby and his family.

It was obvious to me that no one
inside that house could have sur-
vived. My brother had been running
around what was left of the house.
He stopped Dad from crawling in-
side. We continued to call Toby's
name. The front of the house was
caved in, the garage gone. Their fur-
nifure was in the vard, the kids’ toys
in the street. I have never felt such ut-
ter fear and helplessness.

A neighbor came running toward
us. The neighbor thought that Toby
and his family had left earlier. No one
could be certain. As more people be-
gan to show up, most of them
thought Toby had left eatlier.

We decided that, yes, Toby had to
be gone. Three men approached us,
asking if we were okay. We went with
them down the street searching for
survivors. As the group passed a pile
of rubbie, Dad heard something. One

of the guys told him it was just a cat.
Dad decided to go back and check.

As he and my brother approached
the pile, they yelled and listened. Dad
heard a voice! Daddy and Todd be-
gan throwing things—a three-wheel-
er, a microwave and other items—
trying to find this person. Within min-
utes they had pulled a woman out.

A horrible smell pervaded the air.
The natural gas lines had burst.

Dad checked the woman. We
knew her. She worked at the bank that
we all use. She kept saying, “Frankie, I
heard your voice. Frankie, Frankie.”
Dad and Toby had saved her life. They
carried her to the street where some-
one offered to get her to a hospital.

About that time, Sheila’s mother
came running down the street, |
grabbed her and screamed, “Where’s
Toby? Sheila? the babies?" She said they
were safe. They had gone to Toby’s
dad’s house for shelter. { grabbed Dad
and Todd and told thern. The relief was
unbearable, My heart was beating so
fast, Dad was crying. Todd hugged Dad
and went to iook for people to help.

Strangers would grab us, needing
someone to hold on to. The whole
neighborhood was gone. There was
nothing. No houses, cars, trees, Noth-
ing. A young man ran toward us. He
was looking for his grandmother—
the same woman my dad and broth-
er had saved. They told him she was
safe and that they had found her. He
began to cry and hug Dad and Toby.

The police and EMSA had arrived.
[ wanted to get back to my kids. 1
wanted to see Mom. My husband
was out of town, and | wanted to talk
to him. We left the area and went
back to my house. There was no
electricity, water or phones—and we
wanted to contact all our family. We
split up into groups and left in cars to
find out if everyone was all right.

Later that night we gathered at my
grandmother’s house. All accounted
for, all safe. During the next 24 hours,
the magnitude of destruction be-
came overwhelming. The number of
destroyed homes grew. Twenty-four
church families, four day care fami-
lies, one day care worker, four youth
members, four bus children had all
become homeless,

The number of homes destroyed
around us reached 700. One young
girl who attends our youth services had

been hospitalized. She had been home
with her father when the tornado lifted
themn into the air. Her father didn’t sur-
vive, Her mother had died four years
earlier. This young girl lost everything
in a blink—her family, her home, and
now she was in the hospital.

[ spent three days with her at the
hospital. The halls were filled with bat-
tered and broken bodies. | have never
experienced such a frightening scene.
Total strangers would begin talking to
me, telling of their experience, of their
loss. | have never hugged so many
people in so short a time. At night it
was difficult to sleep: all the faces, the
stories kept running through my mind.

During the hours following the tor-
nado, my father began coordinating
aid for those in need. Food and cloth-
ing were collected, beds for those
without a place to sleep. Over 500
meals a day are being delivered by
our church to people working in the
community, people looking for any-
thing that isn't ruined.

My brother-in-law is a fireman. He
was on duty when the tomado hit.
The things he saw were unbeliev-
able, Everyone has a story. Everyone
has a different experience. We all
share the pain and shock. So many
people have helped. The firemen
along with the police have worked
double and trple shifts. Everyone
wants to help. After seeing the de-
struction, you just want to ease the
burden of those hurt.

Del City has united as a family. We
are all helping one another. Cleaning
up, looking for anything salvageable,
listeniing and caring. As | write, it has
been only four days since the tomado.
It seems like four years. My 14-year-old
daughter, Lindse, has been preparing
meals; Bethanie, 12, has stayed at the
hospital caring for two of her class-
mates. Matthew, 10, heiped search for
salvageable iterns.

So many need so much: families
without homes, without clothes or
food, some with no insurance. We
need your prayers. m
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their own poets. Moreover, Paul's ap-
proach was in a positive manner,

He complimented his listeners: “Ye
men of Athens, | perceive that in all
things you are too superstitious” (vs.
22). Paul did not dialogue by discussing
the variations in different religious be-
liefs. Neither did he debate with the
various individuals. Paul introduced his
talle by focusing on the positiveness of
the Athenians’ belief systerm.
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After the ice was broken, Paul pro-
ceeded to share four basic truths
about God—the greatness of God:
He is creator (v. 24), the goodness of
God: He is provider (v. 25), the gov-
ernment of God: He is ruler (v. 26-
29), and the grace of God: He is Sav-
ior {v. 30-34).
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Paul then concluded his discussion
by declaring that alt have a responsibil-
ity to respond to the call of God. Paul
stated, “{God] now commandeth all
men every where to repent” (v. 30).

Paul's Five Evidences

Furthermore, one notices that
Paul understocd the importance of
giving several arguments for God's
existence. The perscn who ndicules
God and His Word usually does not
believe in the existence or the exclu-
siveness of God. Therefore, the un-
believer must see certain logical ar-
guments for God,

Cosmologicl Argument

Like a defense atterney making a
case for God’s existence, Paul pre-
sented several witnesses {o support
his case. First, he appealed to the
witness of creation when he referred
to God in verse 24 as making the
world. Philosophers refer to this as
the cosmological argument.

Stated simply, the cosmological
argument says, “Everything that we
know is caused by something eise.”
With this argument, one concludes
by saying, “There must be an un-
caused cause.”

This idea is seen in Psalm 19:1,
“The heavens declare the glory of
God; and the firmament sheweth his

handiwork.”

Teleologieol Arpument

Second, Paul spoke of the witness
of design evident in the universe in
verse 26, called the teleological argu-
ment; “{God] hath determined the
times before appointed, and the
bounds of their habitation.” As de-
sign is evident in a watch or other
mechanical instruments, so there is
design in God's world. Design gives
evidence to a designer.
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Third, Paul called on the witness
of logic in verse 29 when he referred
to the Athenians’ mental reasoning
of the nature of God, The technical
term is ontological. The ontological
argument “is an argument to prove
the existence of God from man's
idea of a perfect being.”

The argument in summary states
that the fact that all men everywhere
believe in the existence of God sug-
gests the fact of God's existence.

Anselm said that “man has the
idea of a perfect being. Since a more
perfect or greater being cannot be
conceived, there must be a perfect
being to correspond to the idea.”

Fourth, Paul summoned the wit-
ness of mankind by making his point
of contact “the unknown God” (v. 23)
and by citing their own poets to reaf-
firm a belief in God's existence (v,
29). This is the anthropological argu-
ment. The anthropological argument
refers to the physical capacities of
man to affirm God's existence,

As the Bible states that man was
made in the image of God, therefore,
man himself can be used as an evi-
dence of God’s existence.

Also, there is the moral argument
which is usually seen as a part of the
anthropological argument. The moral
argument directs its attention to the
moral impulse of mankind.

For example, there exists within
mankind a desire to do good even
when it does not seem to be benefl-
cial, In other words, our conscience
tells on us.

Resurrection Argument

Fifth, as a final point of argument,
Paul referred to the fact of Christ's
resurrection as proof of God’'s com-
ing judgment on the world (v. 31).
Moreover, there is the witness from
religious experience.

Paul did not use this argument
with the Athenians but the argument
is indicated when he referred to the
Corinthians as “our epistle written in
our hearts, known and read by all
men; clearly you are an epistle of
Christ” (Il Cor. 3:2-3). Since the Athe-
nians had no prior knowledge of Paul
or of his changed life, this argument
would not carry much weight,

Paul had many options as he faced
the challenge to witness to the Athe-
nians, He chose to use reason, for
they were philosophers, Paul used the
various witnesses to show the reason-
ableness of God's existence,

Of course, God invites all who are
seeking Him, “Come now, let us rea-
son together” (Isa, 1:18). In his pre-
sentation, Paul sought to begin at
some cormmon ground as he present-
ed his case for God.

Also, Paul was clear in his presenta-
tion of the gospel message. He began
where his listeners were in their spiri-
tual understanding. Paul was positive
in his attitude toward his audience.

Finally, Paul pointed out that each
individual is accountable in his re-
sponse to God. In an attempt to con-
vince unbelievers of the gospel mes-
sage, one would do well to follow the
example of Paul in Acts 17, These are
witnessing principles worth remem-
bering and putting into practice. m
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