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MINUTES.

The Association met at Head’s Chux;éh, Robertson -

County, Tennessee, October 14, 1876,
Introductory sermon was delivered by Rev. S. H.
LANCASTER, from the Epistle of James » 1st chapter,
25th verse.
* The ASSOClatIOn was then ealled by the Rey. W.
H. Head, Moderator. " A quorum being -present it
- then was- owamzed by electing Rev. S.: TL LANCAs:
TER, ’\Iodemtor, and D. NicuoLs, Clerk.
After praise and prayer by: Rev. T. C. CoFER, the
" Delegates were invited to their seats.
Letters were received from the churches and read,
‘as will be found in table.
_ Then called for Petitionary Letters : Recelved one
from Sinking Spring, Trig County, Kentucky, one from
Shady Grove, Montgomery County, Tennessee. Let-
ters were r;ad and Delegates recelved into our fellow-
ship and invited to seats, .
. Then called for Corresponding Letters from Sister
Assocmtlons None came forward.

* Then appointed a Committee of Arrangements,»

consisting of Rev. T. C. CoFEr, J. W. Gower, and
Bro. J. Harrums, with the Clerk and Moderator to
prepare the unfinished business.

Then appointed a Committee on Sabbath Schools,
consisting of Revs. G.-W. CARNEY and J. W. GowEE.

- Then 'mpomted a Committee on Finance, consist-
ing of Revs. G. R. HDAD Gr 'W. CARNEY, and Bro. J;
R. Gow]:n :




4 . . MINUTES,

- Then appomted a Committee on Missionary Work,
con51st1ng of Bros. I C. PAcE, J M ALLBRIGHT, and

Rev. W. B. STEWART.

Then appointed a Commlttee on Obituaries, con-
sisting of Rev. T. C. CoFER, and Bro. J. R. GOWER.

Then ‘appointed 'a Committee on Literature, con-
sisting of Bros, H. C. PAcE and A. Bovr.

The Rule on Balloting was suspended for filling
the stand on Sunday, and Bros. T. C..Corer and s,
H. LANCASTER were appomted to occupy the stand on
the Sabbath,

" Then after praise and prayer by Rev. G. W.. CAR-
: NE}( ?{d]ourned to meet Monday, Oclober 16th, at 9
o’cloc

MONDAY October 16, 1876.

- "Met pursuant to adjournment. Opened with praise
and prayer by Rev. 8. H. LANCASTER. .
. Then called for the Report of the Committee on
Arrangements, which was read and Committee dis-
charged .

Resolved, That we advisé each Church to elect their
pastor pnor to-holding of the Association, and re-
port in their letter to the Assoclatlon who they want .
for their pastor. g

Then called for. the Report of the Committée on
Sabbath Schools. Report was read -and Committee
discharged. :

" Resolved, That this Association recommend the
Free Will Baptist Theological Institute of Reddy-
* wville, Indiana, and we would recommend that our
churches take. steps to assist young men to prepare
~ themselves for the ministry. °
. Then called for. the Report of the Commlttee on
_ Finance..© Report received and Committee dis-
charged.
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Resolved That this Association récommend thateach
Church elect one or two Stewards, whose duty it shall
be to see every member of their respectwe churches
semi-annually and solicit contributions for the sup-
port of their pastor, or to be paid out at the disposal
of the Clerk.

Resolved, That at least one-fourth of the money - col-
lected by the churches shall -be_set apart as’-a home-~
mission fund, said amount to be put in the hands of
‘- the Treasurer of the churches, and to be sent up to

our next Association, to be dlsposed of by the Mission-
- ary Board. - Should there be no missionary preacher
- in the field, the sum collected shall be divided among
our m1n1sterq in proportion to the amount of work
done by them,

Then appointed Revs. ‘D. StAcks and G. R. HEAD
to occupy the stand, and adjourned until 2 o clock
P. M,

—

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Met pursuant to adjournment, Opened with pralse
and prayer by Rev. H., C. PAacE.

Resolved, That Article 1st, 2d, and 18th of the Con-
stitution was read, and 1st artlcle stricken out” and. a’
hew one inserted in its place, and 2d ‘article more
added to it, and 18th artlcle stricken out and a new
one mserted ag will be seen in Counstitution. ‘

Then ad]ourned to meet Tuesday mommg at 9
o’clock. :

TuEespAY, October 17, 1876,

Met pursuant to adjournment.  Opened with praise
and prayer by Rev. S.-H. LANCASTER.

Then called for the Report of the Missionary Work,

which was read and Committee discharged, and re-

port inserted in Mmutes : .
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“Resolved, That this. Association continue its present
Mlssmnary Board for the Eastern Division, Bros. J.
Dowrin; T. B, HaArers, and J. R. GOWER for the
*'Western Division,-Bros. J. J. PHILLIPS, W. G. Mog-

GAN, and’J. H. MoRrGAN, whose duty it shall be to re-

ceive all money, and pa,y to our ministers in propor:

" tion to the amount -of work done by them, and take

receipts for the same, said distribution to be made at
our next Association.

Then called for the Report of the Commlttee on
Literature, which was read and Committee dis-
charged £

Resolved, That we recommend .the Baptist . Umon,
printed by the Central Free Baptist Association, of
- New.York; believing it to be the best literature our
members can read.

Resolved, That this ‘Association recommend to “all
" the churches to organize Sabbath-schools, and to get
such literature as will be necessary for the students.

Then called for the Report of the Committee on
“ Obituaries. : Report received and Comrmttee dis-
charged.

WaEREAs, It has been the will of the Supreme
Ruler of the Universe to remove from among us our
much loved Brother Rev. A, RosE, who was-a faith-
ful minister in our Association about 40 years thereof:

‘Resolved, That this Association deeply mourn his
loss, but’ that our loss is his eternal gain, therefore we
* humbly and ‘meekly bow to the holy and divine will
of God; we will cherish with fond recollection his .
admonition and works. We also tender our heartfelt-
gympathies to his bereaved brethren, and friends and
- relations,

Resolved, That Rev. J, W' GOWER ' i3 sustained for
w1thdmwmg from the Greneml Association of General
Baptlsts

“Resolved, That we appoint J. R. GOWER, for the
purpose of writing the history of the Free Will :Bap- -
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tists of Cumberland Assocmtlon of Tennessee, and re-
quest any one that.can give him any information to
write and send it to Thomasville postoﬂice, Tenneesee,
dlrected to J. R. GowER.’ .
" Resolved, That we continue our correspondence to
our sister Assocmtxons with whom we correspond.
Then appointed Rev. J. W. GOWER' to write and ..
bear ‘the- letter to Liberty ~Association, of General .-
. Baptists, Tndiana, and Rev. I C. PACE to write and -
bear the letter to ‘the Cumberland Association of
General Baptists, Kentucky, and Rev. G. R. HEAD to
write and bear the letter’ to the Ohio Association of
General Baptists, Kentucky, and Bro. T. C. CoFER to .
write and bear the letter to the Ohio Assocmtlon of .-
General -Baptists, Kentucky. .
Resolved, That we consider. the manufacture, sale, :
" and use, as a beverage, of intoxicating liquors, unbe- -
coming a Christian, and unsafe in -a community, and: -
we advisé our brethren to use thelr mﬂuenee to pre-
vent either.

Resolved ‘That we continue our mlmsters and dea-
cons’ meetlngs “first to be held with -Oakland-
Church, on Saturday before- the second. Sunday in
March; 1877, Second, to be held with Liberty Church,
on oaturday before the second Sunday in May, 1877,
.> Third, to be held with Shady Grove Church, on Sat-

urday before the third Sunday in July, 1877. .
Then appointed Bros. J. M. ALLBRIGHT and B.
- JacksoN a Committee of Finance. :

Resolved, To continue our postoffice address.
Resolwd "That we have our Confession of Faith,

and Government and Rules of Decorum in the Min~

utes.

Resolved, That Friendship Church be strxcken out of
our mmutes, her members having removed to other
churches.

Then appomted a commlttee to visit New Plospect
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Church, and Pleasant Valley Chnrch to- w1t ‘Rev.
H. C. PacE and Bro.'W. G. MoRraAN:* '

Report of the Finance Committee $21.05, and they
were discharged. -

Resolved, That D, Nicmors and 'J, W. GowER su-
. perintend prlntmg the minutes' and distributing the
same among the churches. .

Resolved, That Rev. S, H. LANoASTER preach the
next Introductory Sermon, and Rev. G. R. HEAD 'al-
ternate

Resolved, That we tender our thanks to the brethren -
and friends in the vicinity of Head’s Church for their
kind hospitality durmg the session of the. Associa-
tion. - :

Resolved, That we ad]ourn to meet with Old Zion
Church, Davidson County, Tennessee, four miles north”
of Nashvxlle on Saturday before the thlrd Sabbath
- in Ogtober, 1877 at 10 o’clock, A. .-

R .S, H., LANCASTER, Moderator
BRb D, Nrcnons, Clerk.

]



. MINUTIS OF P,RESBYTERY.: |

Presbytery met Monday morning 9 o’clock.

After praise and prayer by Rev. G. W. CARNEY,

the Presbytery  organized by appointing Rev. S.. H.
LANCASTER, Moderator, and Bro, D. NicHoLs, Clerk.
Adjourned until Tuesday morning 9 o’clock.

-

TuEspAy, October 17, 1876.

Met Tuesday morning 9 o’clock. Opened - with l

prayer by Rev. S. H. LANCASTER. _

Then ‘called for applicants for ordination of the
ministry. Bro. H. C. PAcE presented “himself and
was set apart to his work, by laying on of hands by
the Presbytery, and prayer by J. W. GowER.

Then-called for applicants for deacons.  One pre- :

sented from Shady Grove Church, Bro. T. BmwrrrY,
and was accepted and set apart to his work by lay-
ing on of hands by the Presbytery, and prayer by
Rev. G. R. HeAp.

On motion, adjourned to meet with Old- Zion

Church, Davidson County, Tennessee, prior to the .

third Sabbath in October, 1877.
Rev. S. H, LANCASTDR Moderator :
Bro. D. NICHOLS, O’lerL




o018 e 3 Y
o T *STBITTIA .O;.H “Sundg Surfuig
001 ~Loyyuryg *d pus n:wh *0A01Y) ApRyg

IsMOE Y *y pue edlLIo ) 1| 1edey) UosI[[o)
s AYIBUING Y U PUB SIOAY .E
canoi:oaﬁ oz
980 - { *D °I pus hsiﬁm el ‘uswMeN T Cf
oS Mesnomung G AL PUT JSHAIY W CF
N cKouaB) A\ 1D

. : S fOUIE) CH

i E ’

souadiirorur’ &A

00 7 seereessieee  LSTIIRY -
5} ¥ uoc&mam ‘f Vv pue DOOKSACH (1 m
“ouadI[jejul °N
0wzt et ssses sl SIOUOTNT +(] PUE JAOG Y
T 00¢ 14 14 Z.ﬁdm H_ h. pue .SBcw H 'p . ‘SLIeH - ,.>w
0T iy i Swn[8H m s
Les o gl (g “uOSKOTp 1 PUT KODOJY 'L ‘UTHION "B T
= ol B |oleliols = ‘ . : ’ -
W.m o| & |® = m s m W ﬂ_m ! )
e |7 R ] S8 W ; . :
ge |3 kS b A EN ! ‘SELVHATHA 30 SHWVN SEHOYAHD .
cE = 5 Fa ’
g 12 39 ﬁ = : g
w ® =} Mw :

ET1EVLI TVOILSILVLS




.

CONFESSION OF FAITH

OF THE -

Eumherland Assnmatmn of Free "Jill Baphst

ARTICLE 1 We believe in one true-and living Gob,
the FATHER, the SoN, and the HoLy GHosT.

Art. 2. We believe that the Scriptures of the Old
Testament are words of Divine Inspiration, given to
Abraham’s children; and that the New: Testament
contains the only proper rile for the falth of :the
‘Christian Churches, .

Art 3.. We believe in the depravity of man, and in
man’s inability to recover himself from his fallen con-
dition, without a Divine Mediator. )

Art. 4. We believe that the LorD JESUS CHRIST, ac: -
cordmg to the Scriptures, suffered and died upon the
Cross} and théreby made a full atonement for every -

" human being; and by his obedient life, satisfactory
death, -triumphant resurrection and glorious ascen-
sion, and ever advocacy at his Father’s Throne, hath

. brought in an everlasting salvation for every sinner
that will repent, believe, and-obey Him in His Word.

Art. 5. We believe that the faithful-Christian will
never fall from grace; notwithstanding : we believe in
the free moral ageney of man, after ]ustlﬁc:mon, and .
that there is a possiblé’ danger of falhnO‘ into sin, and
being finally lost. .

Art.6. We' believe, according to the Scrlptmes,
Paul’s letter to the Hebrews, 6th chapter, 1st to 7th
verses, that after a man has been made partaker of

_the HoLy GHos, if -he shall fall from grace, it is im-
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‘possible ever to renew him again unto repentance, or
restore him again into the favor of Gob.

Art. 7. We believe Baptism, and the Sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper, and the washing of the Saint’s .
feet, are all ordinances ordained and instituted by our
- Lord Jesus Christ; and that true believers are the
only proper subjects, and the proper mode of baptism
is immersion, and that it is the duty of all believers
to attend to those ordinances. ’
~ Art. 8. We believe in the general judgment, and

‘that the joys of the righteous and punishment of the
wicked will be eternal. . L.
" Art.'9. We believe, according to the Scriptures, st
Corinthjans, 11th chapter, 28th verse, that each indi-
vidual, having been inducted into the Kingdom of
Christ by. an operative influence of the Holy Ghost,
and having faith to exercise the free dictates of his
own conscience, is in communion with the Saints.

Art. 10, We believe in the justification of infants
by the imputed righteousness of Jesus Christ, in pas-
sive state, and thereby adopting them as heirs of His
Kingdom, . i




* GOVERNMENT AND CONSTITUTION, |

1. Each Church in this Association shall be enti-
tled to one Delegate, and one for every additional
twenty-five members or fraction thereof, and - such
" Delegates producing letters from their respective

churches, certifying their appointment, shall be enti-
- tled to seats. -

2. In the letters from each church shall -be ex-
pressed their number in good standing, baptized by
experience, by letter, by recommendation, restored,
dismissed i)y letter, excluded and dead since their
last Association, and the letters from their respective
churches state the condition of their Sabbath:schools,
the average aftendance, and the names of their offi-
cers, and the amount of money it has taken to sustain

. them ; said letters shall also state the amount paid to
their pastors, and the amount paid for all other pur- -
poses. -

8. The -members of this Association of Free Will ..
_ Baptists shall possess no power to lord it over God’s
- heritage, nor infringe upon the inherent rights of the
churches. o

4, This Association, when convened, shall be gov-
erned by a- regular and proper code of ‘rules,
which they are authorized to establish for themselves, -

5. They may appoiht a Clerk and Moderator ‘fI'OIIvl
among themselves for the time being,. Lo

~ 6. -New churches may be received into this Union,
who shall petition by letter or delegates, if they have
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" been regularly baptized upon a profession of our faith

in the Lord Jesus, and walk according to the Gospel
order.

7. Every motion made and seconded shall be in
order, and come under the consideration of the Asso-
ciation, except withdrawn by.consent.

8. This Association shall furnish each Church with

the Minutes of their proceedings, in proportion to the

amount of money sent by each Church; and in order
to enable the Association to print their Minutes, it is
expected that each Church will send up such sums of
money as they think proper, and when received, shall
be put into the hands of a Trustee appointed for that..
purpose, and may be disbursed by order of said Asso-
ciation.

- 9. For the purpose of ordaining Elders and Dea-
cons, -there shall be three Ministers’ and Deacons’
Meetmgs in each year, consisting of three or more or-
dained Ministers and Deacons, Who shall receive and
examine all applicants that may be sent from the
Churches composing the. Association, and ordain and
set them apart to the work—if found competent. And
that said Presbytery shall have full power to iry all
ministers of the order for unchristian conduct, and,
on proper testimony, the decision shall be final. "

10. ‘No Minister shall be ordained until he can
preach and defend the Free Will Baptist doctrine -

- and not until he can fill the requirements in Paul’s

first letter to Timothy, 3d chapter; from 1st to 8th
verse, and this shall be tested before a Preshytery. -

11. This Association mav exclude from its body
any Church that walks dlsorderly, or teaches heresy.

" 12, All questions coming before. this Association

" shall be determined by a majority, except excluding

Churches, which shall receive the -concurrence of two-
tlnrds.
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18. A ‘majority of this Association shall be a quo-
rum to do business.

14. The Minutes of this Association shall be read
before them, and revised and corrected, if need be, and
s1gned by the Moderator and attesied by the Ulerk.

" 15. This Association may ad]ourn to any time and
place they may think proper, so as to confine it among
the Churches composing the same.- - .

16. Amendments may be made to this form of gov-
ernment at any time, by a majority of the members
present composing this Association, and voting in be-
half ‘of the amendment.

17. When this Association shall have convened it
is the privilege of all ordained Ministers belongmg to
- the Cumberland Association of Free Will Baptists, t

sitin counsel with us, and propose resolutions, and
- vote in admittance coming before this honorable body,
as if they were delegated by the Church.

+18. That each Minister of our Assocxatlon whether
ordained or licensed, is required to report to the Asso-
ciation, annually, their labor in the ministr y, and the

) amount of money received from the Churches.




RULES OF DECORUM WITEN N SESSION.

This Association shall be opened by singing and
prayer. Only one person shall speak at a time. All
addresses made by members shall be to the Modera-
tor, and the person addressing shall rise to his feet.
The Brother shall not be interrupted during his
speech by any one except the Moderator, except he
violates order. The person thus speaking shall strictly
confine himself to the subject in debate, nor cast any
personal reflections towards any member of this body
who has spoken previously. ’

No person shall be allowed to speak more than
three times on any one subject, without leave of a
majority of the Association. o
~ No member shall laugh or whisper in time of pub-
lic speaking. ’ ~ -

" Members shall use’ the word “ Brother,” or
“ Brethren,” in all debates. ) ) -

No member shall absent himself without leave first
from the Association. :

The names of the members of this body shall be
enrolled by the Clerk, and called over as often as ne-
cessary ; provided a call be made by a member of the

" Association,

No member shall speak longer than fifteen minutes
at any time, without leave of the Moderator.

Any member who shall knowingly and wilfully vio-
late any of these rules, shall be reported by the Mode-
rator, and be subject to the censure of the Associa~
tion.

Adopted in council this Saturday before the first
Lord’s Day in October, 1867, as a standing decorum,
though subject to revision by a majority of the mem-
bers voting for revision, . : .
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POST-OFFICE ADDRESSES.

Rev. T. C. Cofer, Nashville, Davidson County, Ten-
nessee.

Revs. J. Davis and G. W. Carney, Ashland City,
Cheatham C unntv Tennessee.

Rev. 'W: Ilcud Pleasant View, Cheatham

County, 'lcmwmee

Reve, G. R. Head and J. W. Gower, Turnersville,
Robertzon County, Tennessee.

hm W. B. Stewart, Thomasville, Cheatham Coun-

v, Tennessee.

Rc 5. G. W. Winters and J. Brake, Cumberland
Iron Works, Stewart Connty, Tennessee.

Revs, 8. H. Lancaster and H. C. Pace, Bumpus
Mills, chzut County, Tennessee.

Rev. J. Turner, Cumberland City, Houston
County, Jumc«u-

Rev, E. I Collison, Charlotte, Dickson County,
Tennessee.

Reys, H. Parker and° W. W. Ford, B:Linbridge
Christian County, Kentueky.

Rev. J. A. \llblwht Danielsville, chlnon County,
Tennessee.

Bro. H. D. Haywood, Collins’ Valley, Montgomery
County, Tennessee.

Bro. D. M. Morgan, Dover, Stewart County, Ten-
nessee.

Bro. T. Hazelwood, Nashville, Davidson County,
Tennessee.




