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·ORDER OF BUSINESS_ • 

. -1, Reading Letters from the various Churches. 
2; Calling for Petitionary Letters. 
3. Calling for corresponding lettem from Sister As­

sociations, 
4. Appointment of Committees. 
5. Adjou_~nment._ · ' 

- SECOND DA"S?. 

l. Caliing the Roll • 
. 2. Reading the Minutes. : 

3, Hearing Reports from Standing Committees. 
4 •. Hearing Reports from Special Committees. 

~ 

~ 
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! . 

RULES OF DECORmr-WHEN IN SESSION. 
'· . . 

I 

This Ks~ociation shall . be · opened by singing and 
prayer. Only orie person shall speak at a time. All 
addresses made by members shall be to the Modera- · 
tor, :ind the person addressing shall rise to· his feet. 
The Brother shall not _be interrupted during I1is speech 
by any one except the Moderator, except · he violates 
order. The person thus speaking shall strictly confine 

· himself to the subject in debate, nor cast any personal 
.reflections towards any member of this body who has. 
spoken previously. · . . . . 

No person shan be allowed to. speak more than 
three times on any one subject; without leave of a ni.as 
joritv of the Association. ·•· , ... · . · · · · · . · _, . No member shall laugh or 'whisper- in time of public 
speaking. • · · ·· · 

Members shall use the word "Brother" or "Breth­
ren in· all debates. 

No member shall absent himself, without leave, 
from the Association. i · · . 

The names of the members of this body shall be 
• enrolled by the Clerk, and called over as often as nee-

. . essary; provided a cal 1 be made by a member of the 
- Association.. · · · 

No member shall speak longer than fifteen minutes 
at any time, without leave of theJ\Ioderator. 

Any member who shall knowingly and wilfully vi­
olate any of thes~ rules, shall be reported by the Mod­
erntor, and be subject to the censure of the Afsoci­
ation .. 

A<lopted in council, this Saturday before the First 
Lord's Day in October, 1867, as a standing decorum, 
though subject to revision by a majority of the mem-
bers voting for revision. · 

•. 
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MINUTES. 

The Association met with ·Bethlehem Church, 
Cheatham.County, Tenn., October 18, 1879. . 
. •. Introductory sermori was _delivered by Rev. T. C. 
Cofer, from St. John, 13th chapter, 34th and 35th verses. 

The Association was then called to oreer by Rev. G. 
R. Head, l\Ioderator. . 

. A quorun1 being present, it was then organized by 
· electing Rev. T. C. Cofer, l\Ioderator, and D. Nichols, 
Secretary. · 

After praise and prayer by Rev. G. R. Head, the 
delegates were invited to seats. 

Letters were received from the several Churches, 
: and read by the Secretary, as will be found in Table. 

Then call for petitionary letters. Received n9ne. 
·Then call for corresponding· letters, and . received. 

none. . 
Then appointed a Committee of Arrangements, 

consisting of Revs. J. "\V. Gower, G. "\V. Carney, G. 
R. Head, with the Moderator and Secretary. 
· Then appointed a Committee on Sabbath Schools, 

consisting of Bros, "\V. W. Morgan, "\Vm. Head and 
W. S. Hudgens. . 

Then appointed a Committee of Finance, consisting 
of Bros. G. W. Winters and R. S. Demumbre. . 

Then appointed a Committee on Missionary Work, 
consisting of Revs. G. R. Head and J. W. Gower, 
and Bro. J. R. Gower. · 

Then appointed a Committee on Obituaries, ·con-_ 
sisting of Hev. W. B. Stewart and Bro. S •. W. Pat-
erson. · 

Then appointed a Committee _on Literature, con­
sisting of Rev. G. W. Car°iey, Bros. Wm. l\IcGee arid 
W. S. Hudgens. . . · 

Then appointed a Committee on Policy, consisting 
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MINUTES; 

of Bros. J •. R. Gower, Wm. :McGee and S. W. Pat-
erson. . . 

Then appointed a Committee .on Public 'Worship, 
consisting of Bros. E. Carney, A. Boyt and R. S. 
Demumbre. 

Then adjourned to meet Monday morning at 9 
o'clock, October. 20, 1879,. . . .. · 

MONDAY, October 20, 1879;, · 
1\Iet pursuant to adjournment, .opened with praise-

and prayer _by Rev. G. R Head'. . . .- · · 
Then called for the Report of the Committee on 

Arrangements,-and Committee discharged. : .. 
Then called for the Report of the Committee on 

Sabbath School. : Report· received, Committee dis-. 
charged, and. the following resolution . adoptPd, to-
ri: . ' • 

Resolved, That we deeni the Sabbath· Schools to be 
an auxiliary to. the Church,· and · we· recommend . that 
every Church should: organize S_abbath. Schoo].s, and·· 
that the Pastors of each Church encourage the same 
in·' their several Churches, by deliveriug Sab!.iath ,· 
School Lectures. . . . . · . . . · :: ' · 
'Then called ·for the' Report. of 'tlie· Committee on, 

Finance. 'Report received,· Committee discharged, 
and resolution adopted: . . · . · ... .' · 

Resolved, That we recommend that each' Church_ 
elect two ·or· more· Stewards; whose duty it shall be to. 
see every member in their respective Churches semi­
annually and solicit contrljmtfons for the support of. 
their Pastors. : _ . · . ·,: •. · ,- ·:· · · 

Then called for the, Report _ on :Missionary Work. · 
Report received and Committee· descharged. Resolu-: 
tion adopted: . . , . ~- : .· · 

Resolved, .,Ve recommend: that the Pastors of the 
various Churches take up at least one public collec• 
tion during the next year for , :Missionary. purposes,' 
and such money so collected 'be put into the hands of 
the Church ·Treasurer, and ·sent to the next annual 
meeting of. the .. Association. Then the Association 



MINUTES: 5 
. . 

·a'ppoiriteil '.B;o, J:·R. Gower Treasurer for the :Mis-
sionary Board. . · , . . . 

Then called for the Report of Obituaries: · Report 
received and the· ·Committee dlscharged, and resolu-
tion adopted: . . 

, "WnEREAs, It has been the will of the Supreme 
Ruler of the Universe to remove from our Churches 
two. of our members ,since our last Association,'_there-
·fore, · .. · · · 

Resolved, That this Association deeply mourn their 
loss, but that our loss is their· eternal gain, therefore, 
we humblv and meekly bow to the holy and Divine 
will of God. We also tender our heartfelt sympa-
thies to their friends and relatives. ·· · 
. Then called for the Report on Literature. Report 

received and Committee discharged. Resolution was 
adopted: , 

Resolved, That we recommend the Baptist Review 
to our brethren· as a good :religious paper, and that 
every .brother should get it and read it. · . 

Then called for the Report on Policy. Report re-
'Ceived and Committee discharged. · · . 

,vnEREAs, The Committee on Policy recommends 
. to this Association to appoint' a , committee to report 
at our next Associa,tion. Therefore, this Association 
appoints, to-wit: Revs. J. 1,N, Gower, S. H. Lancaster, 
and T. C. Cofer a committee to report at: the next 
· Annual Association. · . 

Resolved, . That WC continue the appoiniment of 
Bro. J.'R. Gower for the purpose of writing the his­
: tory of the Free Will-Baptist of Cumberland Associa- · 
•tion of Tennessee, and J. Dowlin to assist•him, or any 
person who can give them any information, t'o write 
and send it to Thomasville, ]Uontgomery county, 
Tennessee, to J. R. Gower. · 
. Resofrrd, That we. continue our correspondence to 

-our sister aesociations, with whoni we correspond. · 
Then appointed Rev. J. W. Gower. to write and 

bear the letter to Liberty Association of General Bap­
.'tists of Indiana. Rev, S. H. Lancaster to .write and 
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bear the letter to the Cumberland Association, Ken­
tucky. RElv. G. R. Head to write and bear the letter 
to the Union Association, General Babtist, Kentucky, 
Rev. T. C. Cofer to write and bear the letter to the 
Ohio Association ofGeneral Baptist;~ Kentucky; and 
Rev. E. E. Collison to write and bear the letter to the· 
Mount Union Association of General Baptist, Ten-
nessee. . · ., ,. . ·, · · ,J 

Then adjourned to meet half-past 2 o'clock P. :r.r., · 
October 20, 1879. · · 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 
. · MONDAY, October 20, 1879. 
Met pursuant to adjournment. Opened with praise 

and prayer by Rev. G. W. Mayo. · · 
Reso_lved, That .we considar . the manufacture, sale 

aud use as a beverage of intoxicating liquors unbe­
coming a Christian, and unsafe in a· community,' arid ' 

· we ad vise our brethren to use their influence to pre­
vent either. 

Resolv~d, That the Ashland quarterly meeting: is to 
be held at Grange Church, to meet_' at 10 o'clock, on 
Saturday prior to the second Sabbath in May, 1880r 
and that Dover quarterly meeting is to be held with 
Pleasant Valley Church, to at 10 o'clock, on Saturday -
prior to the third Sabbath in June, 1880. 

· Then appointed Bros. A. Boyt and W. :M:. Morgan 
a Financial Committee, ,which reported $17,45 centsr 
and the committee discharge. · 

Resolved: To continue our postoffice address. 
Resolved, That we have our.confession of faith and 

government, and order of business, and rules of deco-
rum in the ,minutes. · 

Resolved,, That D. Nichols, superintend printing the 
minutes and distributing the same am~ng the churches. . 

Resolved, 'fhat Rev. J. W. Gower preach the next • 
Introductory~ Sermon, and· Rev. G. ,v. Carney ale. 
tern ate. ·, · · 

Resolued, That we tender'our thanks to the brethren 
and frien~s i~ the vicinfty o~ _Bethleh~m Church, for· ' 



MINUTES. 7 

their kind hospitality during the session rif the As-
sociation.• • • 

Resolved, That we adjourn to meet with Rock Spring · 
Church, Dickson County, Tennessee, four miles south 
of Betsy Town, on Cumberland River, on Saturday 
before the third.Sabbath in October, 1880, at 10 o'clock, 
A.1>I. 

. _ _ REV. T. C. CoFER,· JJ1oderator. · 
D. NrcnoLS, Secretary; · 

' 

. ' -

l 



MINUTES OF PRESBYTERY:" 
Presbytery convened October 20, 1879. Rev. G. 

W. Carney was elected 1\Ioderator; A. P. Jackson, 
Clerk. . 

Under the head of New Business, Thos. Heflin was 
charged with unchristian conduct, and he was ex-. 
communicated from the Church, and a comtnittee, 
consisting of Bro. ,v. B. Stewart, was appointed to 
wait upon him. 

Bro. G. ,v. l\Iayo was then presented for ordination, 
having answered all questions satisfactorily, he was 
dul;ir and constitutionally ordained by prayer and the 
laymg on of hands. · 

Having finished all business before the Presbytery, 
on motion, adjourned t_o meet again at the close-of our 
next Annual Association. 

REV. G. W. CARNEY, llJoderator. 
A. P, JACKSON, Clerk,, . 

... 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH 
OF TUE 

Gijmberlan~ Association ;of.Free WIii Baptists. 

ARTICLE 1. .We believe in ~ne true and li~ing GoD' · 
the FATHER; the So:s, and the HOLY GHOST. · .. 

ART,'2. We believe that the Scriptures of the Old, 
Testament are words of Divine Inspiration, given to' 
Abraham's children, and that the· New Testament 
contains the· only· proper rule for. the faith of the 
Christian Churches. . : • ' . 

ART;3. "\Ve believe in the depravity of man, and in 
man's inability to recover himselt from his fallen con-, 
dition; without a Divine Mediator. , 

ART. 4. We believe that the LORD_ JESUS CHRIST, 
according to the Scriptures, suffered and died upon 
the Cross, and thereby made . a full atonement for 
every human being; and by his obedient life, satisfac­
tory death, and tr_iumphant resurrection and glo1ious 
ascension, and ever advocacy at his Father's 'l'hrone;, 
hath brought in an everlasting salvation for every sins" 
ner that will · rep-ent, believe and obey Him in His 

· Word; , 
ART. 5. We believe that the faithful Christian will 

never fall from grace; notwithstanding: we believe in · 
the free moral agency of man, after justification, and 
that there is a possible danger of falling .into sin, and · 
being finally lost. - . . :: . ' , · , 

:ART, 6. "\Ve believe,. according to the Scriptures,. 
Paul's letter to the Hebrews, 6th chapter, 1st to 7th 
verses, that after· a nian has been niade partaker of the • 
HOLY GHOST, if he shall fall from grace, it ia impos- . 



CONFESSION OF FAITH, 11 

sible ever to renew him again unto repentance, or re-
store him again into the favor of GoD. -

ART. 7. We believe Baptism and the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper, and the washing of the Saints' -
feet, are all ordinances ordained and instituted by our 
Lord Jesus Christ; and that true believers are the. 
only proper subjects, and the proper mode of baptism 
is immersion, and that it-is the duty of all oelievers 
to attend to those ordinances. · 

ART. S. We believe in the ·gerieral judgment, and 
the joys of 'the' righteous and punishment o( the 
wicked will be eternal · ' , 

ART. 9. We believe, according . to the Scriptures, 
1st Corinthians; 11th chai:ter, 28th verse, that each in­
dividual, having been inducted into the Kingdom of 
Christ by an operative influence of the Holy Ghost, 
and having faith to exercise the free dictates of his 
own conscience, is in communion with the Saints. ' 

ART, 10. We-believe iri the justification of infants 
by the imputed righteousness of J esris · Christ; in pa:.­
sive state, and -thereby adopting them as heirs of His 
Kingdom. · 



GOVERNiIENT. AND .. CONSTITUTION.-· 

I. Each Church in this Association shall be entitled 
to one Delegate; and _one for every additional twenty­
five members or- fraction thereof, and such Delegates· 
producing letters from their respective Churches; cer­
tifying their appointment, shall be entitled to seats. 

2. In the letters from each Church shall be. e:x;~ 
pressed their number in good standing, by experience, · 
by letter, by recommendation, restored, dismissed by 
letter, excluded and dead since their last Association. , · 

3. The· members of this Association und Free Will ·· 
BaptiRts shall possess no power to lord it.· over God's 
heritage, .nor infringe upon the inherent rights of the .: 
Churches · · · · · . . ·. · 

4. Thi~ Association, when convened,· shall be gov­
erned by,.a regular and proper code of rules, which · 
thev are authorized to establish for themselves. .· ' 

5. They may elect a l\loderator and Secretary and 
Treasurer from among themsclv!!s, and they. shall 
hold their office until their successors are elected. 

6. New Churches may be received into this Union, 
who shall petition by letter or delegates, if thE'y have 
been regularly baptized upon a profession of our faith 
in the Lord Jesus, and walk according to the Gospel 
order. · • •. · 

. 7. Every motion made and seconded shall be in or• 
- der, and come under the consideration of the Associa-
, tion, except when withdrawn by consent. · . 

8. This Association shall furnish.each Church with 
the l\Iinutes of their proceedin~ in proportion to the 
amounfof money sent by each uhurch; and in order 
to enable the :Association to print their Minutes, it is 
expected that e~ Church will send up such sums of 
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money as they think proper, and when received, shall 
be put into the lrnnds of a Trustee, appointed for that 
purpose, and may be disbursed by order of said Asso­
ciation. . · . · 

9; For the purpose of_ ordaining Elders there shall 
be an annual Presbytery; which shall convene at the 
close of the Association at the sanie place. · Said' 
Presbytery shall consist of three or· more ordained 
Elders and Deacons, they shall elect a J\foderator and 
Clerk from among themselves for the time being; it 
shall be the duty of-said Presbytery to examine· all 
applicants ihat may be sent. up with recommendation 
from their respective_ Churches composing the Asso­
ciation. If found competent, shall ordain and set 
them apart for the work by prayer and laying on of 
hands, and that-said Presbytery shall· hav{l full power 
to try all J\Iinisters and Deacons of the order for ·unc 
christian conduct, and on proper testimony their de-
cfsion shall be final. · - . 

_ 10. For the purpose of ordaining Deacons, it shall 
be the duty of thr- Pa~tor of the Church where vacan­
cy may occur to call a Presbytery, which shall consist 
of two· or more ordained Ministers and Deacons, who 
shall examine every applicant, and if found compe­
tent, ordain and set them apart for the work by prayer 
and laying on of hands. · 

11. No :Minister shall be ordained until he ·can 
, preach and defend the Free Will Baptist doctrine and 
not until he can fill the requirements. in Paul's first 
letter to Timothy, 3d chapter, from 1st to 8th verse, 
and this shall be tested before a Presbytery. 

12. This Association may exclude from its body any 
. Church that walks disorderly, or teaches heresy. 
- 13. All questions coming before this Association 
shall be determined by a majority, except excludin~ 
Churches, which shall receive the concurrence of two­
thirds. 

14. A majority of this Association shall be a quo-
rum to do business. . 

15. The J\Iinutes of this Association shall be read 
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before them, and revised and corrected, if need be, 
· and signed by the 1iioderator and attested by the 
clerk. · · 

16. This .Association. may adjourn to any time and 
place they may think proper, so as to confine it among 
the Churches composing the Rame. . · · · . 

17. Amendments may be made to this form of gov­
ernment .at any time,· by: a majority, of the members 
present composing this Association, and voting in be-
half of the amendment. , 

18. When this Association shall have convened, it 
is the privilege of all ordained Ministers belonging to 
the Cumberland Association of. Free Will Baptists, to 
sit in council with us, and propose resolutions, and 
vote iu admittance coming before this body as if they 
were delegated by. the Church. 
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