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ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

FIRST DAY; 

1. Reading Letters from various churches. 
2. Calling for Petitionary Letters. 
!J. Calling fot• Corresponding Letters from si,;-

. . ~ 

ter churches. 
,t Appointment of Committees.· 

-· ::;. Adjournment. 

SECOND DAY. 

I. Calling the. Roll. 
2; Heatliug the l\Iinutes. 

;J. Hearing reports from Standing Committct'" 
-·t •. Hearing reports from Sp~cinl Conunittel'"· 



MINUTES. 

The Association met with Hock Spring. 
Church, Dickson County, Tenn., October 1s·. 
1884. 'rl1e introductory sermon was preached: 
b~• Rev. H. C. PACE, from St. John, 3tl chapter. 
and 1st verse: ''Behold what manner ot loYe. 
the Father hath bestowed on us." · 

'£he Moderator not being present. the Asso­
ciation was called toonler by Rev. J. ,v. (;owEn. 
They then proceeded to elect a Clerk and l\Ioda 
,,rator for the ensuing year; the rt>sult was tht 
election of Rev. G. It. HEAD l\Ioderator, arid 

· l{ev. J. ,v. GOWER, AssiHtant l\Ioderator, and 
Bro. S. ,v. PATTERSON, Clerk. 

'fhen called for letters and delegates from 
the Churches. On motion Bro. SILL CRoW wm; 
appointed Reading Clerk. '£he reading of the 
letters showed that there had beetl some pros­
perity among the churches, and that most, of 
the churches were in a healthy condition. (For 
full !'cport see Table o( Statistics.) 

The body being now regularly organized, 
then called for ·Petionary Letters : none re-
ceived. · · · 

Then called for Corresponding Letters _from. 
sister Associations: received none. 

Then appointed the following Committees: 
Committee on Sabbath Schools: Rev. ,v. 

'l'. )IOSELY,Bro. l\I. s. CROW and Bro. T. ,v A'ITS. 

Committee on Finance: Rev. ,v. B. STU­
ART, Bro. c. c. STUART and Bro. J. A. PA'l'T0N. 
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Committee on Obituaries: Rev. J. ,v. Gow-
1m, Bro. J.B. HALLUlllS and Bro. J. D. ,vALK-
1m. 

Committee on l\Iissionary ,vork: Rev. J. ,v. Gow1m, Bro. J. l\I. ALBRIGHT and Rev. H. 
C. PACE, . 

· Committee on Literature: Rev. H. C. PACE, 
Bro. ,v. F. DUN_N anc.l '1'. ,VATTS, . 

Committee on Church Polity: Rev. ,v. B. 
STUAR'l', Bro. C. N. D. G. ,VALIS. and L. An­
EHNATHY. 

Committee on Miscellaneous Business: Bro. 
S. ,v. PA•r•r1msoN, Revs. ,v. T. ·Mosm,Y and 

· C. c. S·1·UAH'l'. 
Committee on Public ,v orship: Bros. S. W. 

PATTERSON, N. P. HEYWOOD andJ. A. D0TJff. 
l\Ioved · to adjourn until· Monday 1noruing, 

at 9 o'clo_ck. Prayer by Rev. J. ,v: GoWER .. 

--:--

l\loNDAY, October 20, l/.l84. 
1\Ict pursuant to arljouri1mei1t, · Rev. G. R 

HEAD in the Chuir. Opened with praise, and 
prayer by Rev. E. E. CoumsoN. . . . 

Then called for report of Standing Com­
mittee: The Committee not all being present 
no report was mac.le. . . . 

The report of Special Committees was now 
called for, and the Committee on 8abbath 
Schools made the following report, which was 
itc.Iopt~d: 

· ,vc, your Committee on S~bbath Schools, 
ieeing the great neglect of our, people in the 
work of Sabbath Schools · would recommend 

. that pastor,;· and · ~leacons be req nested fo urge 
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their respectiYe churches to take prom pt steps to 
organize Sunday Schools in· every chui·ch in 
the Association, and that they have at least OIi<' 
public. collection every ·mop th for the· same. 
We would recommend the literature pulilishhl 
by the Free Will .Baptist Publishing Honse, at 

• Dover, New Hampshire. · 
'fnmrAs \VA'rTS, Chairman i.if the 'cor11-

mittee ou .l\lissiotiary \York, made the follow­
ing report, which was adopted : 

\Ve, your commitke on .l\Iissionary \York 
would recommend that this Asso<>iation take 
1-1omc step,; to raise a Home. Mission Fund, but 
owing to the repeatPd trials m:d failures, we 
feel that it,is nlmo,;t u;;eless to ofli.,r auy rcsoht-. 
tion in rcfercuce to a Home Mission, but seeing 
the great 1we<I of taking prompt steps looking 
to a Home .l\Ii,-:,-:ion Fuutl, tltcrcforc we recom: 
llll'nd that this Association pa:,;s the following 
resolution, and that pm;tors he rcquc,;tcd to give 
i~ their attention : 

Hesoh·ed, that this Assodation recommend 
: that 1mstors having the care of churches, 
take up at least two puhlic eolledions during­
the ensuing ~rear, and that said fund;; so collect~ 
cd be put in the hands of their respective church 
treasurers, and sent to the annual meeting or 
the 4,ssociution and put iu the hands of a 
Home "'Iission Board, to be appointed by the 
:1Ioder,ator, or paid 0ut at tho discretion of the 
Association for Home l\Iission pmposcs. \Ve 
furt.her 1ccommend that pastors encourage their 
churche11 and Sunday Schools to organize ·mis­
sionary societies, and that. funds so collect( d ht! 
disposed of. as aforc,mid. And be it further n•­
,;ol vcd that each pastor having the care. of 
churclies do all the missionary work outside of 
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their charge that they can, and that they re­
port to the Association annually the amount of 
missionary work done by them ; and money 
collected, as above ordered, be divided among 
them in proportion to the arnount of missionary 
work done by them. Hcv. J. W. GoWER, Ch'n. 

Committee on Church Polity made the fol-
.lowing report, which. was adopted: . 

· ,ve, your Committee on Church Polity, find 
that there is great want of system in church 
government, therefore we would recommend 
that eacb·cburch have written in their church 
books a compact of 1fri11ciplcs or church consti­
tution, ancl that pastors of churches be request­
ed to bring this mattei· before their.churches. 

'. J. A. DoTEY, Chairman . 
. 'l'he Committee on Finance· made the fol-

lowing.report, which was adopted: · 
,ve, your Committee on'l<'inance, beg leave 

. to report that this Association recommend that 
each church elect two or more Stewards, whose 
duty it shall be tel see every member of their 

· respective churches, at least twice a year, and 
solicit contributions for the support of .their pas­
tors, and to r<>port in their letterw to .the next 
Association the amount received by them. 

. · , · C. C. 8TUAit'l'1 Chairman. 
'l'he Committee oi1 Obituaries made the fol-

lowing report, which was adopted : · · · ,v c, as an ·Association, have abundant rea­
son to praise and glorify the name of God for 
His goodness to us, but while we would return 

· thunks for health and prosperity, we would not 
· forget to weep with: those thi1t weep, for h1 look­
ing· around since we met we liud there is at 
least one vacant pulpit, our Brother, Hev G. ,v. 
\VJX'rEns, who was but a short while ago with 
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us, is to-day reaping bis reward; ,vc arc glud · 
to know that he left almndant evidence behind· 
that be was prepared to meet his Savior, there­
fore we have good ~videncc that Brother \VJN-
TERS, to-day is in that . . .... 

"---Land of pure delight, 
-- "\Vhere saints immortal reign." : 

'flierefore we -would say to his sorrow-strickc1i · 
companion and children and brethren, to "weep ·_ 
not aR those who have no hope." · 

Rev: J. \V. GowER, Uhairmai1:_ 
'fhc Committee on Literature made .the fol- · 

lowing report, which was adopted : · 
Hesolved, that we adopt as a religions organ, _ 

the ":Morning Star," printed at Dover, Ne\v _ 
Hampshire; also the "Free Baptist," printed at 
)Hneapolis, l\Iinn. \Ve also recommend Hills­
dale College to any young man who desires an 
education in theology, and Ridgeville College, 
at Hid!:eville, Randolph county, Ind., for u lit-­
emry education. ,ve would also recommend 
to our 8unday Schools the Myrtle· and Little 
Star and Lesson J>aper;;;, printed at Dover, New ~ 
Hampshire, Free \Viii Baptist printing estab­
lishment, J.-D. STEWART, publisher. 

On motion the Committee on Public Suvi­
ces ordered that Rev. G. H.- IIJ.JAD and Rev. E. 
E. CoLERSON fill the pulpit at J 1 o'clock. 

On motion adjourned ·to 1 o'clo__.k. 

AF'.l'ERNOON SESSION.-

Met pursuant to adjournment, with He,·. -0. 
·R. HEAD· in the Chair. Opened_ with praise. 
:u1d-prayer hy Rev. H. C. l'AcE. On motion· 
the :\Iodc_rator called on the <lelegatos prc:>ent 
for Home Mis:3iouary l~unds, and received ten 
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dollars and ten ceuts from Head's Church, urn! 
one dollar from Old Zion Church. 

On motion Bro. ,v ATTS was appointed Treas­
ures for the ensuing year, and ti.JC Clerk handc1l 
him the above sums, taking his receipt for the 
same. , . 

l\Ioved that 'we continue correspondence with 
;;ister Associations, and, that Rev. G. R. -HEAD 
write and hear letter to the Cumberland Asso­
ciation of General Baptists; and that Rev. G.,v. 
BINKLBY write and bear the letter to the Ohio 
State Association of Free .. Bapti_sts; .and that 
Re,·. ,v. B. 8'.rUAR'.l' write and bear letter to the 
Liberty Association of General Baptisfa; nud 
that Rev. E. E, Col'.EnsoN write and bear letter 
to New Union Association of General Baptists. 

l\Ioved that the Dover Quarterly l\Ieeting be 
held w1th Friendship Church, Stewart county, 
Tenn., on· Saturday before the 1st Sabbath in 
June, 1885; and that the Ashland Q,uarterly 
Meeting be held with Charity Church, Cheat~· 
ham eounty, 'l'enn;, · Satur<lay before· the 1st 
Sunday in l\Iay, 1885. 

Brethren TnmrAs ,VAT'f8 and N. G.D. ,v AL­
LIS were appointed to collect money to pay for 
printing 1\Iinutes, and they reportt,d seventceh 
tlollars. · - · 

Ou motion, Rev'. E: E. C~LEnSON' was ap­
pointed to preach the next Introductory Ser­
mon, and Hev. H. C. PACE appointed nlternnte. 

Moved that Confcssio1i of Faith, Rules of De- , 
curum, Government and Constitution be priut­
etl in the 1'finutes. 

Moved tlrnt' Rev .. T. ,v. Gowim, superiutcntl 
the printing a111l distributing· of the l\Iiuutes. 

~loved that tbi,; Association tender their 
thanks to the brethren and friends in the \'icin• 
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ity of Hock Spring Church for their kind ho1,­
pitalit.y during the session of the Association. 

:i\foved that the Association adj'ourn, to meet 
with Liberty Church, Stewart county, Tenn., 
i miles north of Dover, Saturday before the 
thir~ Sunday in October, 1885, at 10 o'clock. 

G. R. HEAD, Moderator. 
J. \V. GowEn, Assistant. 

S. ,v. P A'fTEHSON, Clerk. 
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MINUTES OF PUESBYTERY . 
.. . --:o:--

nocK,S,PmNG Cuuiicu, Dickson_Co., 'l'enn .. } 
. · _ , .. · . October ~o, 1884: 

The Presbytery con·vened and organized by 
cl.ecting R~v. J' .. \V. G<HVEit l\Ioderator, and Bro. 
s. w. PAT'I'ERSON Ulerk. 

The Presbytery being duly' organized,· the 
l\Ioderator stated that in the letter from Bf'thel 
Church, the church had petitioned Bro. HALLI­
BURTON for ordination, and he was brought be­
fore the Presbytery and exnmined, and declared 
eompetent, and was duly set apart to the work 
of the ministry by prayer and the laying on· of 
bands, and the l\Iodcrator and Clerk were au-. 
thorized to issue his credentials. 

Bro. DUNN, of Oakland Church, was also 
presenter,!, and his ordination was deferred for 
the present. . . 

l\foYed that Bro. G. ,v. CAHNEY be silenced 
as a minister until he proves himself clear of 
the charges preferred against him, and that the 
Clerk notify him what the charges arc>; and that 
he be notified to meet the Presbytery at Charity 
Church; Cheatham county, 'l'enn, on the Satur­
day before the first Sunday iu l\fay, 1885, to an­
swer to charges preferred against him. 

No other business comir.g before the Presby­
tery, adjourned, to meet at Charity Church, 
Cheatham county, 'l'enn., on Saturday· before 
the first Sunday in l\Iay, 18156, in extra session, 
and with Liberty Church, Stewart county, 
Tenn., at the Annual l\Iecpng of the Associa­
tion. 

J'. \V. Gowmt, l\fodeiator. 
S. H. PATT.ERsox, Clerk. 
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CONFESSION OF F1UTH 
---OF--

CUIUbCl'l:tml As!ilOCiation of-F1·ec: 1v11t 
Ba1,tists. 

ARTICLJ<: 1. ,v e believe in one· true and Jiving_ 
God : the Father, the Son, imd the Holy Gho·st; 

ART. 2. \Ve believe that the 8criptnres of the 
Old 'festament are the words of Divme Inspi­
ration, given to Abraham's children, and that 
the New 'l'<•stament contains the only prope1•· 
rules for the faith of the Chri,,tian Churche:s. · 

. ART. 3. ,v e believe iri the depritvity ·or man,. 
and. man's inability to recover him~elf from bis_ 
fallen condition, withouta Divine Mediator. 

ART. 4. ',Ve believe that the Lonl-J esus Uhrist, 
according to the .Scriptures, suffered and died 
upon the Cross, and thereby made a full atone­
ment for every human being; and by bis obe­
dient life, satisfactory death, and· triumphant 
resllfection anti gloriouf! ascension, and ever ad.:­
vocacy at his Father's 'fbrone; hath brought in 
an everlasting salvation for ev'ery sinner that 
will repent, believe :ind obey Him in His ,v ord. 

ART. 5. We believe that the faithful Christinn 
will never fall from grace; notwithstanrling, we 
believe in the free moral age!lcy of man, after 
justification, and that there is a possible danger 
of falling_ into sin and being finally lost. 

ART. G. "re believe, according to the Scrip-· 
tures, Paul's letter to the Hebrews, 6th chapter, 
1st to 7th verses, that after a man bas been 
made partaker of the Holy Ghost, if be shall 
fall from grace, it·is impossible ever to renew 
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him again unto repentance, or rc>r.tore him agaiu 
unto the fa.vor of God. · · · 

ART. 7. ,ve believe Baptism uiul the Sucrit­
ment of the Lord's Supper, and the washing of 
the Saints' feet, are all ordinances ordained and 
instituted by our Lord Jesus Christ; and that 
true believers· arc the only pr0per subjects, and 
the proper mode of baptism is immersion, and 
that it is the. duty of all believers to attend· 
these ordinances. . · 

AUT. 8. We.believe in the gciie1·al judgment, 
:rnd the joys of the righteous, und that the pun­
ishment ot the wiclrnd will be eternal. 

ART. 9. ,ve belicv.e, accordmg to the~ Scrip• 
tures, 1st f:orrinthians, 11th chapter, 20th verso, 
that each individual having been i11ducted into. 
the Kingdom of Christ by an operative influ­
ence of the Holy Ghost', and lmvitig faith to 
e;,cercisc the free dictates of bis owu conscience, 
hdn communion with the Saints . 

. An·r. 10. ,ve believe in the justification of 
infants by the imputed righteousness of Jesui-: 
Christ, in passive state;· aud thereby, adopting 
them us heirs of His Kingctom, 



GOVEUNMENT nml CONS'l'ITUTION .. 

l. E;ch church in tl1l8 Association shall be entltle<I 
to one Delegate, :incl one for every additional twenty­
tlve members or fraction thercot, and ~uch Delegate~ 
producing letters from their retpectlve chnrelws, cert!. 
fying their appointment~, shall he entitled to seats. 

2. In tho letters from onch church shall he exprns;.scd 
their nnmher in good standing, by experle11cei by letter, 

~ft1~~<:io~;s~!~~t!11~ct~~~rt.~si,:1~U~~e.d by otter, cx-

3. The m~mbors of this· Assoelati~n a11d Free ,v111 
Baptists shaW possPss 110 power to lord it over llod's 
heritage, nor infringe upon the Inherent rights of the 
clmrel1e.s. . . 

4. This Association, whn convcnc<l,shull htl govern­
ed by u rcgnlar and proper code of rule8, which 111 • y 
nre authorized to CNIII\Jllsh for themsclvca. 

5. They. may elect u Moderator and Secr~t~ry nnd 
• Treasurer fro,,. amoni.: themselves, and they shall hold 

their o!liecs until their successors arc <>lccted. 
O. New churches may l,e received Into this Union, 

wllo shall petition by letter or delegates, If they have, 
been regularl,v haJJtised upon a· profession of our faith 
In the Lord Jesus, aucl walk according to the gospel 
ortler . 
. 7. Every motion !mule.and seconded shall be in order,· 

uncl come under the consideration of the Association, 
except when withdrawn by consent. , 

8. This Associatlnu ~hall furnish each church with 
1he l\llnutcs of their proceedings. in proportion to tho 
amount of mon<\V seut by each church; an<l in order. 

· to enable t.lte Association to print their minutes, it Is 
,1xpected that ench churcn will 1<cnd up S11(:h sums of 
money as they thin!< proper, and when received shnll 
be put into the hands of a 'Irnstee, appointee! for that 
purpose, nnd may he dls\Jurscd \Jy order of said Asso-
clntlon. · 

O. For the purpose of ordaining Elders, there shall be 
an annual Presbytery, which shall convcno at the clo8o 
of the Association at the same time and nlace. Sahl 
l'resbytcry shall consist of three or more ordained El­
<lers aml.Deacous; and they shall elect a Moderator au<l 
Clerk from amon:. themselves, for the time \Jeing. It 
shall be the dnty of said Pres\Jytcry to examine all ap-
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pllcants that m,iy:be sAnt up wlth rccommcndation,i 
from their respective churches composing tl1Q Assocla• 
tion. If found competent, ,hall ordain and set them 
apart·for tho worlr hy prayer and lnying on ·or hands, 
and that said Presbytery shall have full power to try 
all Ministers and Deacons of the order for uncliristian 
conduct, and on proper testimony, their decision shall 
b<i final, and for the purpose of trying .Ministers for un­
christian conduct the l\loderator shall have full power 
to convene said l'resbytcry in extraordinary session,. 
and on proper testimony their decision shall bo final. 

10. For the purpose of ordaining Deacons, it shall be 
the duty of the pastor of tile church where vacancy 
may occur, to call a Presbytery, which shall consist of· 
two or more ordained J\Ilnlstersand Deacons, who shall 
examine every applicant, and If found competent, or­
tluln and set them apart for the worlr by prayer and 
laying on of hands. . . · · • 

IL No l\Ilnister slinll he ordained until !JC cmi ·preach' 
R.ud dcfell(l the Free ·w;n Baptist doctrine, and not un­
til he cnn fill the rcqt<lrernents iu Paul's first Jetter to 
'l'lmothy,- 3d Chapter from the 1st to 8th vrrscs, and 
this shall be tested before a Prcsbyctry. . 

12, This Association mny exclude from its hotly any 
church that walks disorderly, or thnt teaches hc,rcsy. 

13. All questions coming before this Association shall 
be determined by a majority, except excluding church­
es, which shall receive the concurrence of two-thirds. 

H. A majority of the members present shall be a quo-
rum to do business. · . · · 

15. ·The ;\l!nntes of this Association shnll be rend be­
fore them, nnll· rcvi~ed nnd-corrcctetl/if uced ,l>e. and 
signed by the l\Iodemto1:", 1111~ attested by the Cieri,. 

16. 'l'his Association mny ndjonrn to nny time and 
pince they mny think proper, so as to conllne It among 
the churches composing the same. 

·17: Amernlincnts may he ·11{ade to -this form of gov­
ernment at any time, by n majority_ of the members 
present composing tins Associatlcn, au_d voting,in be~ 
half of tlrn Amemlment. · · · 

. 18, \Vhen the Association shall have convened, ·it is 
the privilege of all ordained l\linlstcrs heloni,:ing to the 
Cumberland Association of Free \Vlll llaptlsts, to sit in 
couuc!l with us, anti propose resolutions, and vote In 
admltance comini,: before this body aslf they.were del, 
cgatcd by the church. · · · · 



RUI.ES OF DECORUM. 
--:o:--

'l'his Association shall be opened by singing 
and prayer. · Only one pcr,;on shall speak at a 
time. All addrcsse;; made by the members shall 
be to the l\101lcrator, mul the person addressing 
shall risc, to his feet.· 'l'hc urother shall not be 
interrupted duritig. his spc<:ch by any one except 
the l\lodcralor, except he violates Gnlcr. 'fhl· 

. <~er><on thus ;;peaking shall strictly co11fi11e him­
Helf to the wbject iii duuatc, nor ca;,t any 1icr­
.:ional rejlcctio11 · tow:.ml any member of. thi:,; 
body who has i;pokcn previoui"I.Y. 

~ o person i;liall be allowed to speak more 
thm1 three times 011 any_o11e subject, without 
leave of: a majority of the Associathlll; 

· No member shall laQgh or whisper in: time 
of publi(i speaking. . 

l\lcmbcn; i-hall use -thl' word "brother" or 
. "brethron" in nil debates . 

. No member shall ab:,ent himself, without 
lea ,•e, from tlw Assodation. . · . 

. . 'l'hc names of, the_ mcm __ bers of' this body 
Hhall be enrollc<l by tlw Clerk, and called· O\'er 
as often as ncc~ssary; provided a call be mude 
by a mem her of the Association. 
· No mcm bcr ':'hall speak longer. than fifteen 

minutes nt any time, without lea Ye of the Mod-
erator. . -. · 

-----·-··· ... Any member whoshnll knowi11gly aud will­
fully violate any of these rules, shall be ·reported 
by the l\fode1 a tor, and be subject to the censure 
of the Assoeiathi1i. . : . 

. · Adoptl'd in council, this Saturday before 
· ,:the first Loi·1l's da)' in October, 1867, as u stand­

. ing decorun1, thongh· subject· to revision by a 
majorit)· ot'thc ·members votihg for revision. · 
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