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ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

FIRST DAY. 

1. Reading 'Letters from various Churches. 
2. Calling for Petitionai:y Lettei::s, 
3: Calling for Corresponding Letters fr~m si,;-

ter Churches.· · · · · , 

4. Appointment of Committee,;, 
G. Adjournnierit. 

SECOND J?AY. 
1. Calling the '.Holl. 
2. Rending the l\Iimites. 

3. Hearing Re))orts from Standing Com­
mittees. 

4. Hearing Reports from Special C01~1mittecs. 



:MINUTES. 

'l'he Association met with Liberty Church, 
Stcwurt county, 'l'enn.; on Saturday, October 
17th, 1885. 

The Moderator not being present, the Associ­
ation was called to order by ,He,· .• J. ,v. Gower, 

· und proceetled,to elect Clerk and Moderator for 
, the ernrning ye'ar. 'rhe result was the election 

of pie Hev. J. ,v. Gower 1\Iodt•rntor and Bro .• T. 
E. Hudgens Clerk. , . 

'l'be Introductory Sermoi1 wns preached by 
Hev. H. C'. Pace, from the 12th chap. and 3~ 
verst• of ~t. John. 

Then called for letters nnd Delegates from the 
ChurchcR. · 

On motion Bro. J, H. N evell was, appointetl 
Headiu'g Clerk. . The reaclh1g cif the letters anti 
information from the Churchef:l,· showed that 
mo~t of them were in a heltJthy condition. · 

'l'he body being regularly organized, the l\Iocl­
erntor called ft>r Petitionary Letters. Received 
IIOIIC. . 
· '!'hen called for Corresponding Letters from 

sister Associations. I Received one from 1\Iount 
Union Association @fUnitl•d Baptists, ofDeKalh 
eot\11ty, Tenn. ' ' , • 

'!'hen appointed the following committees: 
Committee on Obituaries-Revs. \V. B. Stew­

art, H. C. Pace, and J. Brake. 
On l\1issiouary ,vork-Rev. II. C. Pace and 

Bros. T. Watts and J. H. Nevell. 
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I 4 llIINUTES: 

On Literature-Bros. J. J. ,Phclphs, N. G. 
,vallis, and R. Vick. . . 

On Church Polity-Rev. J. Brake and Bros . 
.J. H. Nevell and '1'. ,vatts. -

On l\Iiscellaneous Business-Bros. J. B. Pat­
ton, ,v. J. Bobbit, and \V. '!'.'Sanders. 

On Public ,vorsbip-Rcv. H. C. Pace, Bros. 
n. Vick and T. \Vatts . 
. Adjourned to meet· at !J A. J\I. Monday, Oct: 

19.· Prayer by.•Rev. \V. B. Stewart. 

l\JONDA Y, OC'rOBEH l!J, 1,885. 

'l\IORNING SESSION. 

l\Iet pursuant to adjournment.. Opened ,1·iti1 
prayer by Rev. ,v. B. Stewart .. 

'!'hen called for reports of standing Co_mmit~ 
tees. There was no report made. . . 

The reports of special Committees were called 
for. It was then mover! to adopted the rep<,rts 
of Committees in last year's l\Iinutes, except· 
the report Oil obituaries. . . ' . 

'l'he Committee on Sabbath Schools made the 
following report., which was 1idopted: . · , · -. 

"~eeing the, great neglect of our people'in. tile 
work of 8abbathSchools, we would recommerHl 
that Pastors anil Deacons be requested tp· urge 
their respective Churches to take prompt steps 
to organize Stmday Schools in every Church.in 
the Association, and that they have at leai,t one 
public collection every ·month for 'the same. 
\Ve would recommend the .literature published 
by the EteJl .. Will.:Baptist Pnh)jshing Rause a! 
Boston, J\Iass" '. · 
""The Committee on l\Iissionary ·,vork made 

the following report, which was adopted: . 
"Resolved, That this Association recommend 

thaf Pastors having·the care .of Churches take 



l\IIN!JTES.' ,5 

up at least two public collections during the en­
suing year,:and that said. funds so collect~d be 
put into the hands .of their respective Church 

"rreasurers ancl sent· up to the annual meeting 
of the Association and put in the hands ·or a 
Home l\Iission · Board, to be · appointed by the 
Moderator, or to be paid out at the _discretion of 
the Association· ·for Home l\fo,sion purposes . 
. -We would further recoinmend that. Pastors rn­
courage their Churches and Sunday Sr>hools. to 
organize Missionary Societies and that funds so 
collected be disposed of as aforesaid. And be it 
further· · ' · 

"Resolved, That each Pastor having the care 
of Churches do all the missionary work outside . 
of q1eir regular charge that they can, and that 
they report to the· Association • annually the 
amount of missiona(y work ·done by them mid 
the money collected as aforesaid be divided 

· among them in proportion to the work done by 
them. RI.JV. H. C. PACE, Chairman;'' 

The Committee ori Church Polity niade ti10 
following report, which was adopted: 

"}Ve 1\nd that there is__g:r~at wnnt Of Fyste1ri 
in Church government; t1ierefore we· would 
recommend that each Church !Jave written in 
its-Uhurc.h books .fl Compact ,of.Principles or 
Church Constitution, anc1 that Pastors of 

. Chµrches-be requeste,.l.to bring this matter be-
fore their Churches. · · 

"REV. J. RR.AKE, Chairman." 
The Co'mmitfee ·on Finance made .the follow-

ing report, which was adopted:. · • 
"Resolved, That this Association recommentl 

that each Church elect two or more :§te)y/lrds, 
whose duty it shall' be to.-see every member'.of 
their respective Churches at·least, twice-a year · 
and solicit cont~ibutions,for the support of •tlierr 



(j l\UNU.FlTS. 

Pastors, and report in their Letters to the Asso- j'· ' 
ciation the amount collected by.them." · I 
· Tho Committee ou Obituaries made the fol­
lowing report, which was adopted: 

" \Ve, as an Association, have abundant rea­
son to praise and 6lorify God for His goodness 
to us. ,ve would return thanks for health and 
prosperity. ,ve would not forget to weep with 
those who weep, for in_ looking around we find 
there is at least one vacant seat and· one vacant 
pulpit, to~wit, that of our ueloved urother Hev. 
'l'. C. Cofer, who-was uut :.i short while ago with 

1 1 us. 'l'o-day he is reapiug his reward-for he 
- left abundant evidence for us to believe thitt he 

is to-day enjoying hit< reward. Therefore, we 
'would say to his bereitved family, brethren Hud 
friends_ weep not, us those who have 110 hope, but 
imitate his example of Chrbtiun firlelity, that 
we may meet where parting is no more. . -

The Commi~~~~·o{{·~f~!~:t\.~~~• ~!!,~i!'i/i:~·(ol- ) ' 
lowing report; which was adopted: · t 

"Resolved, '!'hat" WC adopt, as a religious or- I 
gan, the l\Iorning_S_ta,r, prinfod at Boston,Jllfilili-,_ 
also the Free Baptist, printed nt ~Iinneapolb, 
l\Iinn._ We aJ;;o recommend !!Hlfillu!e£.ollngi:, 1 
to any young man who desires nn education in [ ] 
theology.and Ridgeville, Randolph e01mt,)'., In- I 
diana, for a litl'rary- education. \Ve woulrl also_ . J 
recommend to our Sunday Schools the l\Iyrtle f 
nnd Little Stnr anti lesson papers prinfr<l- at . i · 
H..o.§t2!1J.!Il§B, 1 Free Will Baptist printhig es- , I t 
tabhsl.unent. Bro. J. J. PHELPIIS. 11 ' \ 

. l\Ioved th:tt ~ve continue corresJJondence with / t 
sister Associat10ns, and that·Rev. ,v. B. Stew- \ 
art write and bear a letter t.ci' Cumberland Asso- 1 
ciation of General Baptists. And that J. Brake, 1 ( 

· write and bear a letter to the Ohio State Asso- I , 
ciation of Free Will Baptists; and that Rev. W: l - l 

I 



.- MINUTES. 7 

•r. Mosley write and bear a letter to Liberty As-· 
sociation of. General Baptists; and that Rev. G., 
,v. Binkley write and bear a letter to l\Iount 
Uniim Associatiol} of United Baptists. 

Moved that the D.over Quarterly l\Ieeting be 
held with Llberty _ Church, Stewart. county, 
Tenn., on Saturday before the first Sabbath in 
June, 1886; and that the Ashland Quarterly 
l\Ieeting be held with Head's Cl~apel, Saturday 
before the third Sunday in August, 1886. · 

Bros. T/ \Vatts and N. G. Wallis were ap­
pointed to collect money to pay for printing the 
Minutes, and. they reported $11.65, and were 
discharged. . 

Resolved, That the l\Ioderator be appointed 
delegate to the General Confcrehee, and that he 
have power to appoint at least two alternates. 
The Moderator appointed Hev. G. ,v. Binkley 
first alternate and Rev. S. D. Bates, of Ohio 
State Free \Vill Baptist Association, second 
alternate, · · 

On motion Hev. J. ,v. Gower was appointed 
to write a Circular Letter, to be published with 
the l\Iinutes. · 

ne·v. J. ,v. Gower was· elected to preach the· 
uext Introductory Sermon, and Rev. ·H. C. 
Pace was appointed alternate .. 

l\Iovecl that the Confession of Faith, Rules of 
Decorum, and Constitution be .printed hi the 
l\Iinutes. , · - . 
· l\Ioved tha£ Rev . . T. \V. Gower superintend 
the printing and distribution of the l\Iinutes. 

l\Ioved that this Association tender its thanks 
to the brethren and friends for their kind hos­
pitality during the sitting of this Association. 

l\Ioved to adjourn to meet with R\l.thlehem; 
Ch!Jrch, Qheathnrn county, Tenn., four miles 
,vest of Ashland City, Saturday before the 

J 



8 J\UNFTES OF PRESB1:TEUY, 
' . 

third Sunday in October, 1886, at 10 o'clock a.:m. 
.. J. ,v. Gowmi, Moderator. 

J.E. HUDGENS, Clerk. • •.· 

MINUTES OF PRESBY'rERY., 

. ~, 

LrnERTY Cnunou, Oct. rn, 188ti. 
'l'he IJresb_ytery organized by electii1g Rev: ,J. ·,v. Gower Moderator and Bro .• J.E. Hudgens 

. Clerk. 
Bro. ,v. Sanders was iiresented to the Pres­

bytery from Bethlehem Church -nml waH July 
ordained 'Deacon of i-aid Church hy prayer a11d 
laying_onofhands. . . . , 

No·otiwr business coming before the Presby­
tery, it adjourned· to meet with Bethlehem 
Church on tlw adjournment of the AKsociatio11: 

. . J. vV. Gowmt, Moderator. 
J. K HUDGENS, Clerk. . 



AN·, .ADDRESS 

.TO THE CHURCFIES. 
- . Thnt Contpo,;e the .Cumberlnud As,.ocin• 

. tlon of' l<'1•ee .'1'111 UllJlth1ts. . 

· .-J)-g.\u · Illt!sTHJ.:RN: ,\t ;-our last anrnrnlniect- · 
ing it was made my duty to wrjtc n11 ad!ln•:,;,; ti, 
the minbter,i and melnberR of the Cumberland 
A~sociatir,11, I~ f~d incompl'lent, ~1ut will. tlo 
the hl'st I curt. Our Association seem;; to be·o11 
a stmid-still at this time. ,vc all Hhot1ld reuew 
otu· _energy; 110th tpini,..ters und lait,ywork more 
fur ·Christ',; cause thau we have heret,,fon· . 

. 'l'he Free ,vm Btiptist caui;e is,growing all o,·t>r 
the.North arnl extreme South. ,vein 1\Iiddl(• 
'l'cnnesse(•, I fear, are. not aH religious .as we 
sl~ould be, though our cause•has met with some 
succe.,s. But where do we find the lw,y...tu..that 
succes,i?_. Go to 1 bQ...gra v~;u:d-\v.her.e.....t!!.Q...Q!d 
yuteraus of lhr..ci:.ostli!!.W.illi.a.ut a stondu..m.nrk 
the place whPnt..thej!._IC/:il.- They haY1• spent 

· ;{heir money and their time to preach the Gos-
- pel that simrnrs 1_night come to Christ.· \Ve do 

not see that-zeal among our younger preache1•,-; 
as was with the older ones. Now, bretbern, we 

' ought to do more in the future than we have in 
the past. God has called you,to a great work. 
,,Vill we not .ha\·e to give an 'account if wn · 
neg;Iect that great work? .Now let us discharge 

, 'I 
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ADDRESS. / 
that duty that ~he Lord bas imposed on Hi~ 
minil,ters. · . / 

Now, brethren, we want the causc> to prosper 
in l\Iiddle TennesAee as well as el~ewhei-e. 
Now if hoth ministry and luity will.co-op~r­
ate-the preacher do bis duty in· the pulpit and 

·the brethem sustain him....:.tbim we will see the 
good work go on. If every member· would give · 
one dollur mmually it would fill e,·ery pulpit in , 
tlii,; As:sociation. · . . 

Brethern, we have att'ached ourseh·es to the 
Oeneral . Conference, as you· know, and we 
should try t_o prm;p·e1· with it, as it is a YeQ' 
thriving body a£ this time, }J.!!!llbrrhw J4q,oon. 
-lf we are u,;,zeulous a:-; we·ought to be in a few 

- years every Fn•e "'ill Baptist, South, will bl••.· 
t~ome a member of the Conference. \Ve should 
tnke and re.ll.!1.-t-he-::\lorning .. Star, which is.our 
principal orga11. It. will tell ydp the progre;;s_of 
our cam;e all over the Conference; · will tell· ll>­
of the Foreign ~[i;;,;ion, how ma11.v cl.iurchl•S in 
India and China-all o,·er the beathnn lam!.· 

Now, brcthern, I pray thar God niay unite u!-
all together in love and .Christian fellowship. · 

· Your lirother in Chrii,t,• · · 
· .r.. :w. Gow1m . .. ~ . -,~ -
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CONFESSION OF F AlTH 

-oF•-

Cumberland Association of Free WIii Baptists 

. ' 

ARTrcr,t; 1. We believe In one true and living God;· 
.;, the l<'ather, the 8011, and Holy Ghost. . 

· AuT. 2. \Ve believe that the Scriptures of the Oicl 
'l'estament'arc the words of Divine ln~piration, given 

. to Abraham's chlldren,.and•that the·New Tcstull\ent . ' rn;~t:N~~l lJii~,r~;:~r proper rules for the faith of the 
ART. H. \Ve believe In the depravity of rna11, aucl 

• 1111111 •~ lnahillt~·. to recover h lrnself from his fallen con­
dition without n Divine J\lcdiator. 

·AuT. ·I. \\'o believe that the Lord Jesus Chuist, a,•. 
cordi11g to-tho Scriptures, suffered and died upon the, 
cross, nnd thereby mada a full ntonement:for ever

1
y hu­

man being; and, by His obedient life,Hntlsfactory, e_at.h 
and trimnphant.•rcsurrectlon and glorlou~. ascension. 
ntHl ever ,ul vocaey at His Father',; Throne. hath brought 
ht an everlaijting salvation for every sinner that will. 
rcpe11t, believe a11d obey Him in His Word. · ' 

AltT. 5. \Ve believe that tlle faithful Christian will 
ucver fall from" grace; notwithstanding, we .believe 111 
the free .moral agency of man, ofter juHtlficatlon, ancl 
that there Is n possible danger .of. falling lnt9 8ln a111I 
being finully lo~t. · 

ART. 6. We believe,. according to Hie ScrlptureK, 
Paul's letter to . the Hebrews, 6th chapter, .1st t.o 7th 
verses, that after a man has been tnade partaker of ·the 
Holy Oltost, If he sltull fall from gi-i,ce, It is impossibl!" 
ever to renew him again unto repentance, or rest.or" 
him again unto the favor of God. . 
·, AuT. 7. \Ve believe Baptism and the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper and the Wll.l:'hlng of the Saints• feet 
are all ordinances ordained 1ind histituted by our Lord 
Jesus Christ: and that true believers are the only proper· 
subjects, and the proper mode of baptism is Immersion, 
and that It IR the duty of all believer:; to attend the~c 
ordinances. - · 

-f 
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ART. 8. \Ve believe In the 'general Jn<lgment uu<l the 
joys of the righteous, nn<l that the punishment of the 
wicke<l will be eternal. 

ART. 9. \Ve hellevc, ucconllug to the Scrlptnrcs, 1st 
Corrinthlans, 11th, chapter, 20th verse, that euch, Inell- , 
vidunl having been Inducted Into the Kingdon, of · 
Christ by un operative lnt!uence of the Holy Ghost, 
and having fuitn to exercise the free dictates of his 
own conscience, Is In communion with the Saints. 

AitT. 10. -\Ve bellve In the Justlllcation of Infants 
!Jy the Imputed rh;hte5msuess of .Jesus Christi In passive 
state, and tncreby a<loptlng them ns he rs of His 
Kingdom. : . , _ 
/ _, 

GOVERNMENT AND CONSTITU_TION, 

I. Each Church 111 this A·ssooiotion shall be cutltlt·,I 
to one Delegate, nnd 011c for every additionul twenty .. 
Jive 1nen1bers or fraction thereof, null' ~uch Delegutes 
producing letters frotn theJr respective Chur,~hes certi­
fJ·iug their appointments, shnll be entitled. to sents. , 
- 2. In the letters from cnch Chureh shull be ex1,resse<I 
their ntunber in goo<l :-;t:uuJinµ,, by experience, hv kt .. 
tcr,by recommendation, restoro,I, <llsmissed by letter, 
excluded, nnrl <lend since Inst Association. 

3. 'l'be members of tins Association and Pree \VIII 
Bnptistsshall }lOHKC~li uo power· 10 lord it over God'i,,; 
heritage, nor 1ufriugc upon the iulierent. rights of tJ1e 
Churches. , · - -

_4. 'l'his Assoeiutlo11, when convened, slutll he gov-

~~:~~;~~tfo~i~~iut',~1~:t!t1t~;~lf~~ W1~~r~!er~~~~· which 
th

"Y 
5. They may elect a l\f(}(leriltor n11d l'iecretary· nud 

Treasurer from nmongthemsclvcs, mu! they Shull hold 
their offices until their successors nre elected. . 

6. New Churcltc;; mny be received Into this Union, ·,i• 
who shall petition by letter or delegates, if they have 
heen regularly baptlze,l upon it profession of our faith 
Ju the·LordJesus,nnd walk nccoi·dlng to the Gospel , 
order. , - . , - , -

7. Every motion made nnd seconded shnll be In or­
der, und come ua<ler the consi!lerntlon or the Associa­
tion, except when withdrawn by consent. 

8. This Association shall furnish ench Church with 
the Minutes of ,their proc~edlngs, It~ proportion, to the 



anionnt o! money sent by each Church; anrl In order to 
crrnble the Association to print their minutes, it is ex­
pecte,l that each Church will send up such sums of 
money as they t11inl~ proper, and when received shall 
he put into the hands of a Trustee, appointed for that 
purpose, and may be disburse,! by order of said Asso-
ciation.· . , 

9. For the purposG of ordaining Elders, there shall be 
an an1111nll.!r.ewxtm:x, which shall convene at the close 

1iiniie-:'\.ssoclation at the same time and place. Sm,L 
' Presl!Yterv shall conslst.nL.!hree O!:Jnm:ltolllqined El<I- · 
. ~rnt·beac.Q!J.ll;..anuthey slnITlcicct' u :Moderator arnl 

·; "tolei'l{frillii:'lmong themselves, for the, time being. 1t 
. ~hall be the duty or said Presbytery to examine all np-• 

plicants thnt may be sent up with recommendat!Qr,s 
from their respective Churches composing the Associa­
tion. If found competent, shall ordain and set them 
npart for the work of prayer and Inylng on of hands/ 
and that saj_d £r,cs1Jytery s~I lill,VQJ>ower to try al 
Mlnlstcr.s.nnuDeacons ofthc 01'<1er forunchrllltl!tlTllml­
<luet, a1ul .l)u_proper.testlmony, their decision shall Ile 
tirrnl; ,n1d for the purpose of trying :llluisters for un •. 
dtristian conduct the :llodcrator shalU1ave..fnll power 
to c•onvcne said Presbytcry...J.n1-c.xtrnoollnRr.Y_,•e>ilii.<>t1._ 

· :aud on proper tP.stimouy their decision shall he final. 
10. For the purpose of ordaining Deacons, it shall be 

!lac ,Juty of the pastor of the Church where vacancy · 
may occur, to call a Pr~sllrtcry, which shall consist ,jf 
two or more ordniucd :llimsters utul Deacons, who shall 

_,•xamine every applic ,nt nn,I if found cornpetant, or­
•lnlu and set them apart for the w<•rk by prayer and 
lnyln~ on of hnnds. ' 

lJ. ::-i:n l\Iiniste1:.sl.1all_he OI'tlulned until he can preach 
and dcfcnil·111c-.Frec \Vill Il:lptlst-doctrine, and uot 11nc 
til he Ill! the reqnircmcnts in Paul's flrst letter to 'J.'im­
othy i"&Cchapter, from, the ·.1~cto .. 8th .vcrses,_unil ,.tllis 
x}l-al I_ be test\!.d.bcfvrc.11-1'.r\.'shytcry_. · 

· 12;·T11is Association may exclude from its body any 
Church ·that wallrs'disordcrly, or tl1at teaches heresy. 

13. All questions coming before this ,Association 
shall. !Jo determined hy 11 majority, except excluding 
Churches, whleh sllall 1·ecelve the concurrence of two-
thlrds. . , · 

H. A majoritY: of ihe memllcrs present shall he ll 
•1uorum to do IJusmeSH. . 

15. Tile l\Ilnutes of this As.oc!ation shall be read be­
fore them, and revised and corrected If need be, and 
signed Jjy the l\Ioderator uml attested by the Clerk.·· 
. 16. This Association may udjourn to auy"tlme and 
plttce tlrny may thlnJ, proper, so us to confine it among 
the Ghnrches composing the same. . , 



14 GOVERNl\rnN'l' AND CONSTITUTION - . 

17. Amendments may be made to this form of gov­
ernment nt any time by a majority of the members 
present composing this Association and voting In be­
b 1!1 of the amendment. . 

18, Whell'the Association shall have couvened;it Ix 
the pr!y!lege of all ordmned Mfnlstcrs belonging to th<' 
-Cumber'land Association of Free "\V!ll Baptists to sit In 
ccunc!l with us and propose resolutions and vote In 
:11lmlttapce coming before this body nsif they were del<'-
galed by the Chur_ch. . •. : .. 

RULES OF DECORUM. 

This Association shall be opened b~· singing m11I 
prayer. Only one person shall spcal, at a time. All t1CI­

. dresses made by the members shall be to the !lloderator, 
and the person addressing shall rise to his feet. Tlw 

~hrother shall not-he·lnterrupted during his speech hy . 
,rny 011c except the Jlf0<lerator, except he violates order. 
'fhe person thus speaking whnll striatl~· confine himself 
t.o the subject in debate, uor cast an~• pcrsonnl r<>llectlo11 
t<iwar,I any member of this body who has spoken prc•-
v1ously. . . 

No person shall he allowed to speak more th,111 
thr!'e times on an~· one subject, without lean, of a. ma-
jority of the Association. · 

No member shall lani;h or whisper !11. time of puh- -, __ 
; Jic speult:iug. - . 

·lliemhersshall use·tlw.woru "brother" or "breth­
ren"· m all debates. 

No_ member shall absent himself, without· lean•, 
from th., A~sociatlon. . ' 

'rl1c names of the members of thisbodyshnl, be en­
rolled by tho Cieri, nud called over ns often as neces­
sary; provided a call bo made by I} rnemher of the A•-
:--ocintiou. · 

No member shall speak longer than fifteen mlnntes 
at any time, withont leave of the l\Ioderator. 
- Any member who shall ln10wingl; and willing!~· 
Ylolate any of. theso Rules, ·shall be roported to the -
~Ioderator, and be subject to the censure of the Associ-
ation. , · 

Adopted In eouncll, th!~ Saturday before the flri-t · 
Lor.I's da~· in October, 1867; as standing decorum, 
though subject to rov!s!on by a majority of tho mcm­
voting for revision. 
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