s

MINUTES |

—OX PHE—

FORTY-SECOND ANNUAL SESSION

—OF THE—

CUMBERLAND ASSOCIATION

- FREE WILL BAPTISTS,

CETURCETI OF CETRIST,

—HELD WITH—

Liberty Church, Stewart Co., Tenn.,

OCTOBER 17 and 19. 1885,

SPRINGFIELD, TENN.:
RECORD NEWS AND JOB PRINTING HOUSE.

1885.




~ MINUTES
T—

‘ ‘FOR'I;Y;SECQND ANNUAL S.ESSFION‘ -
CUMBERLAND ASSOCIATION

FvREE.f\"VILL BAPTiSTS,

| cmtmom om Cxmrer,
S w.n'n__ ’

v Lib’erty Church, StewartaC(;., féhn., | %

" -OCTOBER 17 and 19, 1883,

SPRINGFIELD, TENN.:
m CORD NEWS AND JOB PRINTING HOUSE.
1885,

. . - [/_1 . -
4
I5"f‘“




" ORDER OF BUSINESS,

FIRST DAY.

Readmw ‘Letters from various Churehee
Calling for Petitionary Letters,
. Calling for Lorrespondmg Letters from sis-

1.
2

0:\4

T ter (Jhurches

4. Appointment of Commlttecs.
- 5. Adjournraent.

SECOND DAY -

1. Calling the Roll.
. 2. Reading the Minufes.

. - 8. Hearing Reports from ~Standing Com-

mittees. .
4. Hearing Reports from Special Committees.



- MINUTES.

The Association met with TULiberty Chureh,
Stewart county, I‘cnn, on Saturda), October
17th, 1885.

» The Moderator not bem“ pre%nt -the Associ-

_ation was called to order by Rev. J. W. Gower,

and proceeded to elect Clerk and Moderator for
the ensuing year. The result was the. election
of the Rev. “J.W. Gower Moderator and Bro. J.

I "Hudgens Clerk: ,

The Introductor\ Sermon was preached by
Rev. H. C. Pace, from the 12th chap. and ED)
verse of St. John.

Then called for letters nnd Delegates from the
Churches.

On motiou Bro. J. H. Nevell was, appointed
Reading Clerk. The reading of the letters and

-information from the Churches,” showed that

most of them were in a healthy condition. -

The body being regularly organized, the Mod-
erator called for Petitionary Letters. - Received
none.

-Then called for Corresponding Letters from
sister Associations. / Received one from Mount
Union Association of Unlted Baptists, of DeKalb
county, Tenn, -

Then appointed the followmg committees: .

Committee on Obituaries—Revs. W, B. Stew-
art, H. C. Pace, and J, Brake, .

On Missionary Work—Rev, H. C. Pace and
Bros. T. Watts and J. I—[ Nevc]l
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) On Literature—Bros. J. J. Phelphs, N. G.
Wallis, and R. Vick. :
Cn Church Polity—Rev. J. BraI\e and Bro% »

~J. H. Nevell and T. Watts.

On Miscellaneous Business—Bros. J. B. Pat-
ton, W. J. Bobbit, and -W, T.'Sanders. -

On Public Worship—Rev. H. C. Pace, Bros.
R. Vick and T. Watts.

.Adjourned to meet at 9 A, M. Mond'ty, "Oect.”
19, Prayer by ‘Rev. VV B. Stewalb : :

MONDAY, OCTOBE_R 19, 1885. .

‘MORNING SESSION. s

Met pursuant to adJournment Opened with
prayer by Rev. W. B. Stewart.

Then called for reports of standing (,ommlt- :
tees. There was no report made. .
The reports of special Committees were ealled
for. It was then moved to ‘xdopted the reports -
of Committees in last year’s Minutes, except‘

the report on obituaries.

The Committee on Sabbath Schools made the -
following report, which was adopted: :
‘Seeing the, great neglect of our: peoplem the
work of Sabb‘tth Schools, we would recommend
that Pastors and Deacons be requested to urge
their respective Churches to take ;prompt steps
to organize Sunday Schools in every Church.in
the Association, and that they have at least one
public collection -every ‘month for "the same.
We would recommend the literature published
by the Ereﬁ WJILBannst_Bumwg.ﬂmma.aL

Bosto )

e (‘ommlttec on Mmmnary Work made .

the following report, which was adopted: .
“ Resolved, That this Association recommend -
that Pastors havmg'the care .of ‘Churches take
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up-at least two pubhc collectxons durmO' the en-
suing year,.and ‘that said. funds' so collected be
put into the hands .of their respective Church
~Treasurers and sent- up to the annual meeting
. of -the Association and :put in-the handsof a
Home Mission-Board, to- be ‘appointed by the
Moderator, or'to.be pald out at the discretion of

the" Association: for Homie: Mission- purposes.:

. We would further recommend that. Pastors en-
courage their Churches and Sunday Schools to
organize Missionary Societies and that funds so

collected be disposed of as aforesaid. And be 1t" :

further:

“ Resolved, That each Pastor having the eare "
of Churches do all the missionary work outside .

of their regular charge that they can, and that
they report to- the” Association ‘mnu‘zlly the

amount of missionary work ‘done by them-and -

the money :collected - as aforesaid “be. divided
among thém in proportion to the work done by
them. - -+ Rev.H. C. PAcE, Chairman.”

. The Committee ‘on Church Polity: made . thc,
follow ing report, which was adopted I
Wefind-that there is _gxeat W 8

in’ Chureh = government; “{herefore we - ‘would

recommend that each Church have written in
its. Church books a Compact :of ‘Principles or
Church Constxtutmn, ‘and” that Pastors - of

Churches be requested: to brmg this matter be-

‘  fore thelr Churches. - .
: “Rev. J, BRAKE, Chalrman”

’I‘he Commxtfee on Finance made the follow-—

ing report; which was adopted: : .
: “Resolved That this:Association recommend
that each Church elect two or more :Stewards,

whose duty it shall be to-see every member of-
their respective Churches at:least twice:a year -
and solicit contributions: for the support of :their -

~

*
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Pastors, 'md report in their Letters to the Asso-

ciation the amount collected by them.” :
The Committee- ou Obituaries made the fol-
Iowmg report, which was adopted:

“ We, as an Association, have abundant rea- .

son to praise and zlorify God for His goodness

" tous. . We would return thanks for health and

prosperity. We would not forget to weep with
those who weep, for in looking around we find
there id at least one vacant seat and one vacant

. pulpit, to-wit, that of our beloved brother Rey.

T. C. Cofer, )vho ‘was but a'short whileago with
us. - To-day he is reaping his reward—for he

- left abundant evidence for us to believe that he

is-to-day enjoying his reward. Therefore, we

“would say to his bereaved family, brethren ‘und

friends weep not, as those who hav e no hope, but

imitate his example of Christian fidelity, that |

we may meet where parting is no more.
“W. B. STEWART, Chairman, "

The Committee on Literature made. the fol-
lowing report; which was adopted:

“ Resolved, That we adopt, as & religious or-
gan, the Mormnﬂs_gm prmted at Boston, Mass.,
also {lie Free Ba )tlst printed at Mnmeapolh
Mimi, TWe also- recommcnd H;_l_b(h]w_gll,ggu

to any younfr man who desires an education in

theology and Ridgeville, Randolph_county, In-.

diana, for a literary-edueation. We would also  ;

recommend to our Sunday Schools the Myrtle--

and Little Star and lésson papers prmted at .
Boston, Mass,, Free Will Baptist printing es- .

tablishinent. k Bro. J. J. PHELPLIS.”
Moved that we continue correspondence with

sister Associations, and that Rev. W. B. Stew-

art write and bear a letter t6’Cumberland Asso-

ciation of General Baptists, And that J, Brake
-~ write and bear a letter to the Ohio State Asso-’
ciation of Free Will Baptists; and that Rev. W.

—t_ 2P N
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T, Mosle) write and bear a letter to Li berty As- ]
sociation. of General Bagtmts, and that Rev. G.-

W. Binkley write and bear a letler to Mount
Union Association of United Baptists.

Moved that the Dpver Quarterly ‘Meeting be
held with - Llberty_ Church, Stewart county,
Tenn., on Saturday before the first Sabbath in
June, 1886; and that the Ashland Quarterly
Meeting be held with Head’s Chapel, batur(hy
before the third Sunday in August, 1586.

Bros, T, Watts and N. G. Wallis were up- .

pointed to collect money to pay for printing the
Minutes, and, they reported $11.65, ‘and “were
discharged.

Resolved, That the Moderator be: appomted

" delegate to 'the General Conference, and that he -

have power to appoint at least two alternates.
The Moderator appointed Rev. G. W. Binkley
first alternate and Rev. S. D. Bates, of Ohio
State Free Will Baptlst Assomatlon, gecond

_alternate.

On motion Rev. J. \V Glower was - appointed
to write a Circular Letter, to. be publxshed w1th
the Minutes.

Rev. J. W. Gowel was elected to preach the
next Introductory Sermon, and Rev 2
Pace was appointed alternate. .

Moved that the Confession of Faith, Rules of
Decorum, and Constitution be prmted in' the
Minutes.

"~ Moved that Rev. J. W. Gower supermtend
the printing and distribution of the Minutes.

Moved that this Association tender its thanks
to the brethren and friends for their kind hos-
pitality during the sitting of this Association.

Moved to adjourn to" meet with Rethlehe
Churel,_Cheatham county, Tenu., four Tiles
west of  Ashland City, -Suturday before the

’

-
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-8 MINUTES OF PRESBY.TBRY. '
third Sﬁnday in'October,' 1886, at 10 0’clock a.mi -

. J. W, Gowrr, Moderator. -
J. E. HUDGENS, Clerk. .. , ’ LA

' MINUTES OF PRESBYTERY.. - .

Lmserry CHuroH, Oct. 19, 1885, © ~

The Presbytery organized by electing Rev. J.
"W, Gower Moderator and Bro. J. If. Hudgens
. Clerk. P AT . T
Bro. W. Sanders was .presented to the Pres-: -
bytery from Bethlehem Church .and was duly
ordained ‘Deacon of said Church by prayer and
laying on of hands. .- - . . ¥
. No‘other business coming before the Presby-
tery, it adjourned” to meet with Bethlehem
Church on the adjournment of -the Association]” -~ .
L oot JOWOGOWER, Moderator.:
J. B. HupngEns, Clerk. - : o




YAN ADDRESS
TO THE CHURCHES

“ That Lompose tlw Cumberland .\swocm- L
tion of Flce will Baptlsts -

DEAR- BRETHERN: At yourlast annual meet- -

ing’it was made my duty to write.an address to
the ministers and' members of the Cumberland
Asgociation. . Iifedd -incompetent, but will. do

the best-1 cai.. Our ASS()(‘l(ltlon seems to be'on .-,

a stand-still at this time.” We all should renew
 our energy; both inisters and laity work more
. for Chnst’s cause than we lmvc heretofore.
“."The Free Will Baptist cande is growing ull over
the.North and extreme South. We'in Middle
“Tennessee, I fear, are not as religious as we
7 should be, though our cause -has met with some
7+ success, - Butavhere do we find the key to that
‘success?. (Go_to the grave-yard-where the old
MmuMhmghsilmmnuLuanw‘ll K
the place where they. rést.. They have spent
mld their time’ to. preach the Gos-
- pel that sinners might come to Christ.” We do
not see thatzeal among our younger preachers
- a8 was with the older ones.  Now, brethern, we'
“ought to do more in the future than we have in_
the past.  God lhas called you.to a great work.

Will we not .have -to give an ‘account if we -

neglect that great wm’k? Now let us dlqchdrl*e
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10 ~ 7 _ADDRESS.
that duty that the Loxd has imposed on- Hix
ministers.

Now, bretbren, we want the cause to prosper
in Middle Tennessee as well as elsewhere.
Now if both ministry. and laity will, co-oper-
ate—the preacher do his duty in"the pulpit and

“the brethern sustain him—then we will see the -

good.work go on. If every member would give
one dollar .umually it would fill every. pulplt in.
this Association. .
Brethern, we have alt'lche(l ‘ourselves to the
(ieneral . Confexence, as- you know, and- we
should try to prosper w ith it, as it xs a very
thriving body af this time, nun 40,000

Af we are aszealous as we'olght to be in & few

years-every Free Will Baptist; South, will be-.
come a member of the Conference, . -\Ve should
take and read the=Morning-Star, which is our
principal organ, It will tell yon the progress of
our cause 111 over the Conference; will tell us
of the Foreign Mission, how many churches in
India and Cllllld—.ll] over the he: ithan land. -
. Now, brethern, T pray that God may unite us
.ﬂl together in love and Christian fellow shlp. '
. - Your bmthex in (,hnbt - :

: RER \\ Gow1 u.
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. contains the only
‘. Christian Churches, .

CONFESSION OF FAITH

—OF—

Cumberland As_so;iation of I.-'\re‘e WIIl Baptists

N - . - . - *

ARTICLE 1. We believe in one true and living God; -

the Father, the Son, and Holy Ghost, . :

7 ART. 2. We believe that the Scriptures of the Old
“festament are the words of Divine Inspiration, given
to Abraham’s children, and:that the New Testament

v proper rules for the faith of the
- ArT 3. We believe in the depravity -of man, and
man's inability to recover himself from his fallen con-

dition without a Divine Mediator. .

"ART, 4, We believe that the Lord Jesus Chaist, ac-
cording to-the Scriptures, suffered and died upon the
cross, and thereby mado a full atonement for every hu-
man being; and, by Hisobedlent life, satistactory deatl .,
and triumphant resurrection and glorious, ascension,
and everadvocacy at His Father's Theone, hath brought
in an everlasting salvation for every sinner that will.
repent, believe and obey Him in His Word, - ¢

ART. 5, We believé that the faithful Christian will

never fall from™ grace; notwithstanding, we believe in
the free .moral agency of man, after justification, and
that there is n possible danger of -falling into sin. and
being finally lost. . . - . :
ART, 6. We believe,. according - to the Scriptures,
Paul’s letter to the Hebrews, 6th chapter, 1st to 7th
verses, that after a man has been made partaker of the
Holy Ghost, if he shall fall from grace, it is impossible
ever to renew him again unto repentance, or restore
him again unto the favor of God. S
. ART. 7. We believe Baptism and the Sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper and the washing of the Sdints’ feet
are all ordinanees ordained and instituted by our Lord”
Jesus Christ; and that true believersare the only proper
subjects, and the proper mode of baptism is immersion,
and that It is the duty of all believers to attend thesc
ordinances.

P




' ART, 8. We believe in the general judgiment and the
joys of the righteous, and that the punishment of. the
wicked will be eternal, |

ART. 9. We believe, according to the Scriptores, 1st
Corrinthians, 11th-chapter, 20th verse, that eachindi-
vidual having been inducted into the Kingdoni of
Christ by an operative influence of the Holy Ghost,
and having faitn to exercise the free dictates of his
own conscience, is in communion with the Saints,

by the im&:uted righteousness of Jesus Chirist, in passive
. - state, and . thereby. adopting them as helrs ‘of IHis
- Kingdom, & . AR o
P .

. GOVERNMENT AND CONSTITUTION,.

1

o - .
1. Each Chureh in this Associotion shall be entitled
’ to one Delegate, and once for every additional twenty-
five members or fraction thereof, and such Delegutes
- producing letters from their respective Churches certi-
fying their appointments, shall be entitled.to seats.
+ - 2. In the letters from each Church shall be expressed
their number in good standing, by experienece, bv let-
ter, by recommmendation, restored, dismissed by letter,
excluded, and dead since last Association. -
3. The members of th1s Association and Free Will
; 5 DBaptists shall possess no power o lord it over God’s

Churents, - - : o, i

4. This Association, when convened, shall be gov-
erned by a regular and proper code of rules, which they
are authorized to establish for themselves. . -

-

Treasurer from among themselves, and they shall hold
their offices until their successors are elected. .

6. New Churches may be received into this Union,
who shall petition by letter or delegates, if they have
been regularly baptized upon & profession of our faith
ludthe'Lm'd Jesus, and walk according to the Gospel
| . order; s T . . .

. 7. Every motion made and seconded shall be in or-
. der, and come under the conslderation of the Associa-
* tion, except when withdrawn by consent.

8. This Assoclation shall furnish each Church with

12 © | CONFESSION'OF PAITH. - -

ART. 10. -We belive in the justification of infants -

heritage, nor infringe upon the inherent rights of the..

3. They may clect a Moderator and Necretary and

the Minutes of -their procgedings, in/ proportion. to the .
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amount of money sent by each Church; and in order to
enable the Association to print their minutes, it is ex-
pected that each Church will send up such sums of
money as they think proper, and when received shall
_be put into the handsof n Trustee, appointed for that _
pur{)ose, and may be disbursed by order of said Asso-
ciation,- . . -
9. For the purpose of ordaining Elders, there shall be
an annual Presbyfery, which shall convene at the close
(0 The Association at the same time and place. $aid
Preshytery shall consist of three or mordordained Eld-"
¢ TreamdbEncons, and they siiall elect a Moderator and
-¢ CIerk froii among themselves, for the.time being. . It
¢ . xhall be the duty or said Presbytery to examine all ap~
plicants that may be sent up with recommendations
from their respective Churches composing the Associa-
- tion, If found eompetent, shall ordain and set -them
t-l apz(llrclror Lhid\vgg( ]ot‘ tprayelr' xﬂu} laylng on ?f handf

- and that sa eshytery shall have power to try a
Ministers and Deacous o%‘ﬂ)e order ft?x"'llluchl'IStimmr:
duet, and_on_propertestimony, their deeision shall be
tinal; and for the purpose of trying Ministers for un..
christian conduet the Moderator shall have.full power

.to convene said Presbytery_im.extraqrdinary, sessiou,

“and on proper testimony their decision shall be tinal,:
10. For the purpose of ordaining Deacons, it shallbe . - .~
the duty of the pastor of the Church where vacancy
may occur, to call a Presbytery, which shall consist of
two or more ordained Ministers and Deacons, who shall

_examine every applic ait and if found competent, or-

dain and set them apart for the work by prayer and
©. laylng on of hands, o ) R
- 1, NoMinistershall be ordained until hecan preach
and defendtheé Free Will Biptistdoctrine, and not un-

- til he fill the requircments in Paul’s first letter.to. Tim-
othy, & chapter, from. th¢ st to 8th verses, and this
shall be tested beforen Presbytery. - :

R 127 This Association may execlude from its hody any
-, Church that walksdisorderly, or that teaches heresy.
13. All questious coming before this :Association -
shall.be determined by a majority, except excluding
ﬁhiu(xiches, which slall receive the concurrence of two-
hirds, . e . .
M, A majority of the members present shall be a
quorum to do business. - .
15, The Minutes of this Assocjation shall be read be-
_ fore them, and revised and corrected if need bhe, and
. signed by the Moderator and attested by the Clerk. -

= . 16. This Associatiou may adjourn to any time and
pluce they may think proper, so as to confine it among

. the Churches composing the same, - ) :

- R § . ~
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14 GOVERNMENT AND CONSTITUTION

~ gated by the Church,

¢

e

17. Amendments may be made to ti)is form of gov--

ernment at any time, by a majority of the members
present composing this Association and voting in be-
hlf of the amendment, - : co

18, When the Association shall have convened,it is
the privilege of all ordained Ministers belonging to the
Cumberland Association of Free Will Baptists to sit in

admittanee coming before this body asif they were dele-

" RULES OF DECORUM.

This Association-shall be opened by singing and
prayer. Only one person shall speak ata time. All ad-

- dresses made by the membersshall be tothe Moderator,

-ecuneil with us and propose resolutions anad vote-in ¢

and the person addressing shall rise to his feet. The |

any one except the Moderator, except he violatesorder,
The person thus speaking shall striefly confine himself
to the subject in debate, nor cast any personal reflection
t.me'{l any member of this body who has spoken pre-
viously. :

~hrother shall not-be-interrupted during his speech by -

No_ person shall be allowed:to speak more than |
three times on any one subject, without leave of a.ma- .

Jority of the Association. ’

o member shall laugh or whisper.in time of pub- -
= lie speaking.- : )

‘Members shall use the word * brother’ or *breth-
ren” in all debates, - : . : :
No member shall absent himself, without- Ieave,
from the Association, - oo : o
The names of the merabers of thisbody shal. be en-
rolled by the Clerk and called over as often as neces-
suri'; {)rovided a call be made by & member of the As-
soclation, . : N
Nomember shall speak longer than fifteen minutes
at any time, without leave of the Moderator,
- Any member who shall knowingly and willingly
violate any of. these Rules, ‘shall be roported to the
){(})derator, and be subject to the censure of the Associ-
atlon, . - . : : :

i

Adopted In council, this Saturday befere the first °

Lord’s :day in October, 1867, as standing decorum,
though subject to revision by a majority of the mem-
voting for revision. ’
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" POSTQFFIICE- ‘ADDRESSES,

;

ruev. G W. C:u ney, Ashland bity, (,heathdm o sunty,
cun.

ev, W, H, Head and Rev, J.W, gr:owm, Pleasant ™

v iew Cheatham county, Tenn, -

; .Rev. ‘G. R. Headq, Tm'nelsville, Robexbon counh,
Tenn, -~ )

Rey, G, W, ’Blnklov Plnnxu-le, (,henthum count\"

Tenny g
Rev. \V B. bteW'nt Huulcltu, (‘ho.lthdm comlt\, :

Tenn, 7

‘Rev. H. 8. Pdce, Bumpm Mills, Ntew.ntcountv Tenn

Revs. E. E. Collerson, J. T, Brake, and W. T. Moseley.
Erin, Houston county, Tenn, ! ;
_Rev. T AL Albll“’ht Daniels, Diekson county Tenn._

Rev. Thomas Haﬂcwood Eaton’s -creek, D.nl(hnn
county, Tenn, ‘ . o

Rev. 8. D."Bates, Marion, Ohio. ‘
rBlO. Geo. Murphy, Turner\ville, Hobertson county,

enu. ’ .

J. B, Hudgens, Clerk., ! "_ ‘ :

lgxlg T. Rarris, Cumber].md Lity Stcwm't counts,

Rev. W, L. Ha]aburton Erin, Houston coumv Tcnn
’I‘__“_\,_‘l,tls,lmaﬂu or, Pleasant View, Tenn

v
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