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ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

FIRST DAY. 

I. Re~~ing Letters from various churches. 

2. Calling for Petitionary Letters. ' • 

3. Calling for Corresponding Letters from sister churches. 

4. Appointment of Committees. 

5. Adjournment. 

SECOND DAY. 

I. Calling the Roll. 

2. Reading the Minutes. 

3. Hearing Reports of Standing Committees. 

4. Hearing Reports of Special Committees. 



JV(inutes; 

THE Association met ,dth •Bethlehem Church, Cheatham 
County, Tennessee, Octobe'r 16, 1886. · The introductory 
sermon was delivere,I by Rev. W. T. l\fosely; to'a large ~nd 
appreciative audience. ✓' 

The Moderator not being p,esent, the Association was 
called to order by Rev. G. R. Head, and organized (a quo-• 
rum hei,;g 'present) by electing Rev. G. R'. Head· Modera­
tor, and ,Brother J. E. Hudgens Cleric After praise and 
prayer by Rev. E. E Collison, the delegates were invited 
t; seats. Rev W. II. Head was then appointed Assistant 
l\I;derator, and S W. Patterson Readin~ Cleric 

Letters were received from the several churches, and read, 
as will be found in Table o(Statistics. 

Petitionary Letters were then called for, n,one being re­
ceived. 

Corresponding Letters were then called for, one being re­
ceived from the New Union Association of, United Baptists. 

The appointment of committees being next in order, the 
following Cbmmittees were appointed, to-wit: , 

COMMITTEE ON OBITUAR.IES: Rev \V. B. Stewart,.Rev. G. 
W. Binkley, .Bro. T. Watts.· 

-CmDl!TTEE ON LITERATURE: Rev. W. T •.. l\Iosely, Rev. 
G. W. Binkley, Bro. H. ,J. Grove.,. 
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COMMITTEE ON CHURCH POLITY: Bro·. \V, T, Sanders, .. 
Bro. E. F. Miles, Bro. R. R:. Gower .. 

COMMITTEE ON MISCELLANEOUS B'USfNESS ~ Bro. W. IL 
He~d; Bru. W. F. Dunn, Bro. L. G. Curtis. 

COMMITTEE ON MISSIONARY vVoRK: Bro. w .. H. Head,. 
Rev. G. W. Binkley, Rev .. W. T~ Mosely.. ' 
. COMMirl'EE ON &ABBA TH-SCHOOLS: B'ro. S, w· .. Patterson,. 

Bro. H. J .. Groves, Bro. Frank \Villiams. 
The Committee on Public Worship reportecith~t Revs. G. 

R. Heacland W. B. Stewart would fill the pulpit ~n Sunday 
and preach.the funeral of our deceased· brother; \V. J. Boyd .. 

The 'Association then :uljourned to· meet Monday morn.-· 
ing, Oct. 18, 1886; at 9 o'clock. 

MONDi\Y,. Oct. 18; 1886. 

The A.ssociatipn met pursuant to adjournment, 
0

an<l was• 
opened with prayer and praise by Rev. J. L. Welch .. Rev .. 
J. L. Welch, Rev. George Gibbs, and Rev .. - Fowler were· 
invited to sit in eouncil with us. The· Minutes of the pre-· 
vious meeting were read and approved. Letters fiom sister· 
churches not represented-at the previous meeting were called 
for. Ohe was received from-North Nashville Church1 hut was· 
oLjected to by the delegates from said church, and on· motion 
the delegates were invitcrl to seats and the letter·rejected. 

Reports-of Standing Committees were then· call~d for, but: 
none. received. The reports of Special Committees· were· 
called for, ~~ml the following reports-·were re·ceived from the· 
various committees, to-wit: 

The Co;unittee on Obituaries made the following report,. 
~hich was re·ceived·, the·resolutions aclopted,.ancl the Com-­
mittee _discharged: 

We, as an Association, have •abundant reason to praise· 
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-and glorify Goq for his .goodness and mercy to us. \Ve 
would return thanks for· health and prosperity, yet while we 
1·ejoice in our prosperity we would not forget to weep with 
those who weeJ_J, for death has visited us and has taken in 
·its cold embrace our. much-loved brother, Rev. J. W. Gower, 
who but a.short while ago was with us, but to-day is reap· 
ing his reward in the golden fields of eternal bliss, for he 
left abundant evidence that he was ready to ,be offered up. 
T_herefore we would say· to his bereaved family and sorrow­
·stricken breth"rcn, \Veep not as those who .have·no hope, b·ut 

· imitate his example of Christian fidelity, and meet him in 
that blest land where·<leath cannot enter and where .parting 
~s no more. 

Rev. W, B. Stewart, Chalrman. 

·The Cornmittee on Literature made the following report, 
which ·was received, 1·esolutions a:dopted, di'td -the committee 
-discharged,-:· · 

Resolz:ed, T·hat we adopt the foiorning Star, published at 
-Boston, Mass.,• as otfr religions organ; also the Free-will 
Baptist, published at Minneapolis, Minn. We also recom• 
mend Hillsdale College to any• young man who desires a 
:theological education. vVe would ·also recommend the 
Little Star and the lllyrt!e, an.cl Less.on Papers published at 
•the Free-will Baptist printing establishment, Boston, Mass .. , 
:to our Sunday-schools. 

Rev. W. T. Mosely, Chairman. 

The Committee on Church Polity made the following re• 
.port, which was rec_eived, the re;,olutions adopted, and the 
<Committee dis7harged: 

Whereas we, _your Committee on Church .Polity, .. find 
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thd,t there is a great need of system in our Church govern• 
ment, therefore be ,it 

Resoh•ed, That each Church have written in their Church 
Book the Church Constitution, and , that the pastors of 
churches be required to bring this matter before their re•. 
spective churches. 

\V. T. Sanders, Chairman. 

The Committee on Miscellaneous Business made, the fo], 
lowing report, 'ivh1ch was received, recommen,dations adopt, , 
ed, and the committee discharged: 

We, your'Committee on Miscellaneous Business, believing 
that God's people are one, and that Jesus Christ i~ the Foun', 
dation of the iapostles and prophets, m1cl that he is the 
Head over all things, to the Church also, and believing that 
it is his will that his children he one, and believing also that 
the Bible is the only rule of faith and practice for God's 
people to be governed hy, recommend that our people unite 
with all God's people.who believe and practice the same as, 
taught by the Sa.iour ili1d the, apostles, especially if it does 
not interfere with the title, name, or cause a sacrifice of 
Church prC>pt:rty. 

W. H. Head, Chairman; 
LG. Curtis, 

, W. F. Dunn, 
Committee. 

The Committee on Missionary Work made the following, 
repor,t, which :ivas _adopted: 

Res,olz,ed, That this Association recommend that pastors• 
having the care of churches take t;p four public ·collections 
during th,e ensuing year, and that said funds so collected be' 
placed in the 'hands of t~ei~ respective Church Treasurers, 
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and sent to· ~he annual meeting of the Assocbtion and -
placed i11 the hands or a Home Mission Boird; who shall 
he appointed by the Moderator of said. Association, or paid 
out .at the discretion of the Association for Home .Mission 
purposes. We further recommend that pastors encourage 
their churches and Sunday•schools to organize Missionary 
Societies, and that funds so collected be disposed of as afore-
said;, and he it further · 

Resolved, That each Pastor having the ·care of. churches do 
all the missionary work outside of their charge that they can, 
and report annually the amount of missionary work done by 
them; an<l that funds collected, as above stated, be divided 
among them in proportion to the amount of missionary 
work done by them. ' 

W. H. Head, l-'hairman. 

The Committee on Sabini.th-schools made the following 
report, which was adopted: 

• ·Resolved, That we recommend the organization of Sabuath­
schools ·iu all of ou·r churches whe~e they have not already 
been organize,!, and that, whereas, we deem them an auxil­
iary to the churches, we woul,l recommend that churches 
foster and· encour:\ge their development. \Ve would fur­
ther recommend that pastors of churches deliver ·Sabbath: 
school lectures, and thereby fonvard the great work. 

S. W. Patterson, Chairman. 

On motion the following resolution was adopted: 

Whereas we, the F~ee-will Baptist Church of Christ, are 
the same people,' and all originated from the same; and 

\Vhereas we have the same platform, preach the sa~e doc-

\ 
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. trine, and practice the same ordinances, .and o,ving to Elder 
J. L. Welch coming into our midst and our Association and 
proving this. to a demonstration and to our satisfaction; and 

Whereas we believe .it to be. the duty of all Christians 
who have the same platform, pre:ich the same· doctrine, and 
practice the same ordina1'.ces; to unite in name and effort for 
the building up of <?h~ist's kingdom on earth, therefore 

Resolved, That, in order not to sacrifice title, name, neither 
any Church property, we assume to adopt the name "Free­
will Christian Baptist Church of Christ," and thereby show 
the world that we are one people, and are consolidated in 
name. This' done_hy an entire voice of the Associatioi1, ol'I 

th" 18th day ~f October, A.D. 1886. 
On motion the Association ordered that we continue our 

correspondence with sister Associations. That Rev. H. C. 
Pace write and bear the letter to the Liberty Association of 
General Baptists of Indiana. That Rev. \V. T. l\Iosely write 
and bear the letter to the Cumberland Association, of Ken• 
tucky. That Rev. E. E. Colliso~ write and bear the letter 
to the Union Association of General Baptists, of Kentticky. 
That Rev. G. W. Binkley write and bear the letter to tl,e 
New Union Association of UnitPd. Baptists, of. De. Kalb 
County, Tennessee.· ' · 

On motion Brothers T. Watts and Frank Williams were 
appointed to receive contributions· for printing Minutes of 
this Association; reported $23.75, and Committee discharged. 

The Association then adjourned to meet· Tuesday morn­
ing, Oct. 19, 1886. 

TUESDAY, Oct. 19, 1886. 

The Association met pursuant to adjournment, with Rev. 
G. R. Head in the chair. Opened with praise and prayer 
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by Rev. W. T. Mosely. The Minutes of the previous meet• 
ing were read and approved. , 

Resolved, That we continue to publish our Confession of 
Faith, Gover~ment, Constitution, and Rules of Decorum in 
our. Minutes. 

Resolved, That this Association shall cor.vene at its next 
sessioffon Saturday J?Tior to the fourth Sunday in October, 
1887, at 10 o'clock AM, 

On motion the Association ordered. that tbe missionary 
fun.ds remain in the hands of our present Treasurer, Broth• 
er T. Watts. 

The Moderator appointed the following-named delegates to 
the Stone's River Association when convened with \Valker's 
Creek Ch.urch, De Kalb County, Tennessee: Rev. G. W. 
Binkley, Rev, H. C. Pace, and Rev. W. T. i\losely. 

Rev. G. W. Binkley was elected to preach the introduc• 
tory sermon at the next session of .the Association, and Rev. 
H. 1C. Pace, alternate. 

~ '·On motion Brother T. Watts and Brother]. E. Hudgens 
were appointed to superintend the printing and distribution 
of the Minutes of this Association.· 1 

The-Association tenden,cl a vote of thanks to the brethren 
,and friends in the vicinity of Bethlehem Church for their 
kind and generous hospitality during the sitting of the As• 
sociation. 

Resolved, That the Ashland Quarterly i\leeting be held 
with Bethlehem Church, Cheatham County, Tenne~see, on 
Saturday before the first Sunday in l\lay, 1887. 

Resolved, That the Dover Quarterly Meeting be held with 
Liberty Church, Stewart County, Tennessee, on Saturday 
before the first Sunday in June, 188i, 



10 MINUTES. 

---------------------
· It was moved that the Assoc.iation adjourn to meet with 

Good Spring Church, Cheatham County, Tennessee, located 
three miles south-east' of Pleasant View, on Saturday prior 
to the fom th Sabbath in October, 1887, dt 10 o'dock A.M, 

REV. G. R. HEAD, Moderator; 

REV. W. H. HE~D; Ass't, 

J.E. HUDGENS, Clerk; 

S. W. PATTERSO~, Ass't, 

~>~~<? 

t 



'the Presbytery conyened Tuesday, Oct. 19, 1886, and or• 
ganized by electing Rev. G. R, Head Moderator, and Broth• 
er J.C. Hudgens Clerk. 

A petition for th!!. ordin;tion of Broth~r R. R. Gower was 
i-ead from Head's Church, Robertson County, Tennessee, 
and he was 'ordained deacon of said church by prayer and 
laying on of hands 

A petition for the ordination of Brother E. F. l\liles and 
Brother R E .• Miles was read from Bethlehem Church, 
Cheatham County, Tennessee. The Presbytery ordered (by 
consent of the applicants) that their ordination be postponed 
until the Quarterly Meeting which meets with Bethlehem 
Church on Saturday before the first Sunday in May, '1887 .. 

The'l\1inutes of the Quarterly l\~eeting held with Head!s 
Church, Robertson County, Tennessee, were' read, and the 
committee appointed by said l\leeting to investigate the 
charges preferred against Rev. G. \V. Carney reported that 
they found no proof against him. The, Presbytery then ap­
pointed a committee of five to receive the testimony against 
him (Rev, G, W, Carney) and investigate the same, and_ re• 
port thei'r decision to the Presbytery, The Committee con• 
sisted of the following-named brethren, to-wit: Rev. H C, 
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Pll;ce, Rev. E. E. Collison, Rev. G. W. Binkley, Rev. W T. 
Mosely, and Brother S. W. Patterson. The· committee made 
the following report: 

1 

\Ve, your committee appointed to receive such teslimony 
us might be brought before us against Rev. G. W._Carney, 
and investigate the same, beg leave to make the following 

· ;-eport: After taking the evidence into consideration, we do 
hereby find hiin guilty of unchri~tian cond.uct, and do here• 
by silence him from preaching until he introduces evidence 
sufficient to overbalance the testimony ugainst·him; and we 
also give l!im his own time in which to produce his testimo• 
ny and appoint the time and place for trial:· also that he be 

. furnished with a copy of tile ·c,harges preferred against him. 
Signed by'the committee, · · 

Rev. G. W. Binkley, Clerk. 

Having transacted the business before it, the Presbytery 
adjourned to meet in extta session with Bethlehem Church, 
Cheatham ·County, Tennessee, on Saturday-before ,the first , 
:Sunday in May, 1887; a11d at the dose of the next Annual 
Association, to be held with Good Spring Church, Cheat• 
ham County, Tennessee. 

REV. G, R. HEAD, Moderator. 

J.E. HUDGENS. Clerk., 



CONFESSION OF FAITH 

oF THE 

gumberland + Association +of+ Free--will+ Baptisfa', 

ARTICLE t. Vie believe in one true and living God~ The Father, the· 
Son, ang the Holy Ghost, . 

ART, 2. We believe that the Scriptures o( the Old Testament are the 
Words nf divine inspiration given to Abraham"s chi!dren, and that the 
New Testament contains the only proper ru·Ies for the faith of the Chris-· 
fian Churches. " · 

• AR1'. 3. ,Ve believe in· tfie de-piavity of" man, and man's i~~bility to· re--' 
cover. himself from hi-s fallen conditio11 without a Di-vine' ~lediator. 

ART. 4. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ, according to the 
Scripture~,. suffered ancLdied upon the cross, and thereby made a full 
atonement for every human being: and by his obedierr't life, satisfactory 
death, and triurriphti:nt resurrection, arrd glorious ascension, ever advo-· 
c_ating at his Father's throrre, hath brought ia an everlasting salvation 
for every sinner that wiH repe·nt, believe, and' obey him ln his word. 

ART, 5. \Ve believe that the (aith(ul Christiarr will ne,,er fall from: 
grace; rrotwiths.tanding,. we believe in the free ntoral agencJ of man 
after justification, and that there is a possible- danger of falling into sin 
aRd being finally lost, 

ART. 6, ,Ve beHeve, according to the Scripture-s-PauPs tet~er to the· 
Hebrews, 6~h chapter, 1st to 7th verses-that after a man ha.s been made· 
partaker of the Holy Ghost, if he shalt fall from grace-, it is impossible· 
ever to renew him again unto repentance, or restore him.again unto the· 
favor of 9od, . 

ART. 7.- \Ve b-die\>e baptism and the focrament of the Lord's Supper· 
and the washi.ng of the ~aints' f'eet are all ordinances ordained and 
fostituted by our Lord Jesus Christ; and that true believers are the only 
proper subjects, and the proper rrrode of b'aptism is inrm'ersion, and that 
It is the dut~ of all believers to att;nd to these. or<linau~es ... 

ART,&. We believe in the general judgment and the joys o( the right, 
eous, and that the punishment of the wicked will be eternal. 

ART. Q. \Ve believe, according to the Scrlf.tures-ist Corinthians, 
11th chii.pt:er, 20th verse-that each indiyidua , having been inducted' 
into the kingdom of Christ by an operative influence of the Holy Ghost,. 
and having- faith to exercise the free dictates of his own conscience, is• 
in communion with the saints. 

_AJi.T. IQ, We believe in the justification of'infants by the impute<!: 
righteousness of Jesus Christ, in passive state~ ahd thereby adopting,· 
them as heirs of his kingdom.. -~, · 



~GOVERNMENT. AND GONSTITUTION;~ 

1. Each church in this Association shall be_entitled to one delegate,­
and one for every ad<liti_onal twenty-five members or fraction thereof; 
and such delegates, producing letters from their resp~ctive churches 
certifying their appointment, shall be entitled to seats . 
. 2. In the letter fro~ e'ach church sha:I be expressed their number in 
go◊d standing~ by e~perience, by lett,!r, b;· recommendation,- restor~d, 
dismissed by ·letter, excluded, and dead ·since last Association, ' 

3. The members of this Association and Free-will Bapti,;ts shall pos~ess 
no power to lord it over God's heritage, nor infringe upon the inherent 
rigi1ts of th'e ch'urches.- -

4. This Assocfation, when,collvened shall be governed by a regu1ar and 
proper code of rules w~ich th~Y are authorized to establish for themselves. 

5. They m,y elect a l\loderator '~and Secretary and Treasurer. from' 
among themselves, and they shall hold their offices until their su·ccessors 
=cl~~-. . 

6. New churches may be received into this Union, who shall petition 
by letter, or delegates if they have been regularly baptized t:poll a· pr'o• 
fession of our faith in th~ ~or~ Jesus, and walk according tO the gospel 
order. 

7 .. £Very motion made and seconded_shall be in order, anrl shall ·come 
under the consideration of ,the Association e~cept when withdraWn by 
consent. 

8. This Association ·shall furnish each church with the J\tinutes of 
their proceedings in proportion to· the amount of money sent by each 
church; and, in ~rder to enable thC ·Associatibn to print their l\linutes, 
it is expected that e.lch chur'ch will seild up such sums of money as they 
think proper, and when r~ceived it shall be placed in· the hands of a 
Trustee appointed for that purpose, and may be disbursed by order of 
said Association; 

9. For.the purpose of ordaining elders there shall be an annual Pres .. 
bytery. Which shall ~onvene at the close of the: Association at the ·.same 
time and place: Said Presbytery shall consist of ,'three.or.more-0rdained 
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Ciders and deacons; and they shall elect a l\loderator and Clerk 'from 
among themselvl!s for the time being. It sh,all be the duty of said Pres­
bytery to examine all apf)Iic~nts that may be sent up with recom~enda­
tions from their, respe.ctive churches composing the' Association. If 
found competent, shall ordain and set them apart for the 'work by Prayer 
and layihg ~n of hands; and said Presbytery shall ~ave full power to 
try all minister:-. and deacons of the order for unchristian conduct, 

.and on prop_e~ testimony their decision shall 
0

be final; and. for the pur­
po_se of _trying ministers for unchristian conduct, the :l\loderator :-hall 
have full power tq convene said Presbytery in extraordinary session, and 
on proper testimony their decision shall be fi.11al. · 

10. For the purpose of ordaining deacons, it shall be the duty of the 
pastor of the church where vacancy may occur to Call a Prec;,bytery, 
which shall consist of two or more ordained ministers and d~acons, who 
shall exa~ine eve!"y applicant,. and if found competent, ordain and set 
them apart for the work by prayer and laying on of hands. 

u. No minister ~hJll be ordained until he can preach and· defend· the 
Free-will_ Baptist doctrine, and not until he can fill the .requirements in 
~aul's first letter to Timothy, third chapter, from.the first to the eighth 
verses, and this shall be tested before a Preshytery. _ ,_, · 

12. Thi, Association m~y exclude from its body atly church that walks 
disorderly, or that teaches heresy. , 

~3. All questions coming befoTe thi~ Association shall be determined 
by 8. majority, except excluding churches, which shall ~eceive the con-· 
currence of two-thirds. 

14. A-majority of the memh~rs present shall be a quorum to do business. 
IS: The ~Iinutes of this Association shall be read before them, and re­

vised and c'?rrected if need be, and signed by the f\Ioderator aD;d attest­
ed by the Clerk. 

16. This Association may adjourn to any time and place they may think 
proper, so a!i to confine it among the, churches composing the same. 

_17. Amendments may be made to _this.form of government at any time 
by a majority of the members present composing this Association and 
voting iffbehalf ~f the Amendment. 

18. When the Association ,shall have. convened, it ls the privilege of all 
orOained ffiinisters belonging to the Cumberland Association of Free­
will Baptists lo sit in council with us, and propose resolution'-, and vote 
in admittance, ~oming before this body as if they were delegated by the 
Church. 

\ l 



This Association shall be opened by singing and prayer. Only one 

person'shalJ speak at a ti~e. All addresses made by the members shall 

he to the l\Ioderator,
1 

~nd the person addressing shall. rise to his feet. 

The brother shall not be interrupted during his speech by any one ex• 

c·ept the ~fode.rator, except he violates order.•, The person thus spea½ing 

shall strictly' confine ~imself to the subject in debate, nor cast any per~ 

sonal reflectiort towird any member of this body who has spoken previ .. 

ously, 

No persort shall he allowed t'o speak more tha~ three· times on any one 

s~bject Without leave of a majority of the Associatio·n. 

No member shall !~ugh or whisper in time of public speaking, 

:f\.1embers shall use the word "brother'' or "brethren'' in all debates. 

"No membet' shalt absent himself. without leave from the Association, 

The names of the members of this body shall be enrolled by the Clerk, 

and called over. as often as necessaryt provided a call be made 1?Y a 

member of the Association. 

No member shall speak longer tha~ fifteen minutes at any time with .. 

out leave of the Moderator, 

Any member who shall knowingly and willfully violate any of these 

rules shall be reported by the Moderator, and be subject to the censure 

of the Association. 
. . . 

Adopted in council this Saturday before the first Lord's-day In Octo-

ber, 1867, as a standing decorum, though sii:bjf!ct t~ revision by a m~jor• 

ity of members voting for revision, 
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POST-O FFI C E ADDRESSES. 

Rev J L. \\"clch, Alexar,drii, lJr K-lb county, Tenn. 
K,v W. T Mosely, llump1;s .\!ills, 5tewart county, 

Tc 11 

Rt•v w II l lt:acl, Pleasant View, Cheatham co• nty, 
'I cnn 

i{('y l; R. llca,l, 1 u· 1ersvill , Rcbertb,m CJUnty, 
J'rn~1. 

PLv. G w Bink'ey, P nnac! 
' 

Cheatham ~,rnnty, 
Tenn 

l'e, w B. Stew.irt, Hen 1c ta, 1hcath2.m county, 
.. t 11 

Rev. II Pace, Bu•np~s '!\I ill-, Stewa.t L.lllnty, 
I 

r ... n I. 

Rrv E. ~- ( ol1ison, Erin, llousto'l co,mty, Tenn 
'{ev J • Brake, Lrin, I !oust, n ~ounty, Tenn 
l' ev J. A Alhright, Dar ids, •Dickson county, Te in. 

Re, Tho,nas Hazle" oocl, E.itoi.'s Creek, Ih.v,dso.1 
coLnty, l'cnn • 

Rev \V L Hnl;ib.irto,1, Er,n, llo ... ston county, Tenn. 
Broth r r. \\'atts, (7re11s•1rd·, l''ca .111t V,cw, Chcat­

l11m co11•1ty, Te. n. 
Hrothn S \V Patter ·on, ">ou•h s.de, \101 Igor. rry 

c ,univ, Tt.n!l. 
BrothN R S De,n.imhr~, As,,;_nd City, Cht1thnm I 

con 1•y, Tenn. 
lsro•' er J F.. Ht..dgcns, (Clerk) Pleas :it V,ew, Cheat-

.iar.1 C..>Unty, fenn. 
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