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: %Gumherlanﬂ Association <

CHURCH OF CHRIST.

——

HELD WITH BETHLEHEM CHURCH,

‘Cheatham County, Tenn., }

OCTOBER 16TH, 18TH, AND 19TH, 1886,

NASHVILLE, TENN.: ’

| FREE-WIL BAPTISTS,
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ORDER OF BUSINESS.

* . FIRST DAY.

. Re'ldi'ﬁg Letters from various churches. . .

. Calling for Petltlolnry Letters. S I
..Calling for Corresponding Letters from sister churches,
. Appointment of Committees.

. Adjoufnment. ’ ‘

. SECOND DAY.

. Calling the Roll.

. Réaaing the Minutes. .

. Hearing Reports of Standiﬁg Committees,
. Hearing Reports of Special Committees,



' Minutes. . :

THE Association met with-Bethlehem Church, Cheatham
County, Tennessee, October 16, 1886. The mtroductmy
sermon was de'ivered by Rev. W, T, Mosely, to a large and
appreciative audience. - .

The Moderator not being piesent, the Association was
called to order by Rev. G. R. Head, and organized (a quo--
rum being ‘present) by electing Rev. G. R. Head Modera-
tor, and  Brother J. E. Hudgens Clerk. After praise and
prayer by Rev. E. E Collison, the delegates were invited

“te seats, Rev W, H. Head was therd appointed Assistant
Modelator, and S W, Patterson Reading Clerk. .

Letters were received from the several churches, and read,

as will be found in Table of, Statistics.
‘ Petitionary Letters were then called for, none being re-
ceived. ,
, Corresponding Letters were then called for, one being re-
ceived from the New Union Association of, United Baptists,
The appointment of committees being next in order, the
following Committees were appointed, to-wit:
CoMMITTEE ON OBITUARIES : Rev W. B. Stewart, Rev. G.
W. Binkley, .Bro. T. Watts. - '
~COMMITTEE ON LITERATURE: Rev., W. T. Mosely, Rev.
G, W. Binkley, Bro. H.:]J. Groves.
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. CoMMITTEE' ON CHURCH PoLity: Bro. W. T. Sanders,.'
Bro. E. F. Miles, Bro. R. R. Gower.

COMMITTEE ON MISCELLANEOUS BUerFss' Bro. W. H.
Head Bro. W. F. Dunn, Bro. L. G.-Curtis.

COMMITTEE ON MISSIONARY WoORK: Bro. W. H, Head
Rev. G. W, Binkley, Rev. W. T. Mosely.

* COMMITTEE ON SABBATH-SCHOOLS: Bro.S. W Pattelson,
Bro H. J. Groves, Bro. Frank Williams.

The Committee on Publie Worship 1eported 1h'1f Revs G.

'R, Head:and W. B. Stewart would fil the pulpit on Sunday

and pre'tch, the funeral of our deceased brother; W. J. Boyd..
The "Association then "LdJourned to meet Mond’ty morn.
ing, Oct. 13, 1886 at g o’clock.
MONDAY,. Oct. 18, 1886,
The Association met pursuant to adjourrimént, ‘and was
opened with prayer and praise by Rev.. J. L. Welch. Rev.
J. L. Welch, Rev. George Gibbs, and Rev. — Fowler were

.invited to sit in council with us. The Mmutes of the pre--

vious meeting were read and approved.’ Letters from sister:
churches not represented-at the previous meeting were called
for, Ohe was received from:North-Nashville Church, but was-
objected to by the delegates from said churchy, and orr motion

the delegates were invited to seats and the letterrejected.

Reports-of Standing Committees were then- c;xl]éd for, but
none.received.. The reports of Special Conrmittees: were:
ealled for, and-the following reports- were rECelved from the
various commlttecs, to-wit s N
The Committee on Obituaries made the following rep01t

which was received, the resolutions :ulopted and the Com-

mittee discharged:

We, as an Association, have'abundant reason to praise’

i
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and glorify God for: his goodness and mercy to us. We
would return thanks for health and prosperity, yet while we
rejoice in our prosperity we would not forget to weep with
those who weep, for death has visited us and has.taken in
- its cold-embrace our: much-loved brother, Rev, J. W. Gower,
who but a-short while ago was with us, but to-day is reap-
ing his reward in the golden fields of eternal bliss, for he
left abundant evidence that he was ready to be offered up.
Therefore we would-say to his bereaved family and sorrow-
stricken brethren, Weep not as those who have'no hope, but
- imitate his example of Christian fidelity,-and meet him in
that blest land where-death cannot enter and where parung

is no more. o ] .
Rew. W; B. Stewart, Chairman.

“The Comuiittee on Literature made the following report,
'which was 1e(.exved 1esolutmns adopled, and the con1m1ttee
-dxscharged _

- Resolved,: That we adopt the ﬂ[or}zz'(zg Star, published at
Boston,‘Mass‘,- as our religious organ; also the ZFree-will
Baptist, published at Minneapolis, Minn, We also recom-
mend Hillsdale College to any young man who desires a
itheological education. We would also recommend the
Little Star and the Myrtle, and Lesson Pipers published at
the Free-will Baptist printing establishment, Boston, Mass.,
‘to our Sunday-schools. L )

. : Rev, W. T. Mosely, Ckairman.

Thé Committee on Church Polity made the following re-
port, which was received, the resolutions adopted and the
- «ommittee dlscharged :
Whereas we, your Commlttee .on Church Polltv, ﬁnd
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that there is a great need of system in our Chulch govern- ‘
ment, therefore be it ‘

Resolved, That each Church have written in their Church
Book the Church Constitution, and -that the pastors of =~
churches be 1equu‘ed to brmg this matter before lhexr res .
spective ¢hurches.

~W. T. Sanders, Chairman.

The Committee on Miscellaneous Business made the folv

lowing repért, which was réceived, reLommendatxons adopt~

ed, and the committee discharged ;

We, your'Committee on Miscellaneous Busmess, believing
that God’s people are one, and that Jesus Christ i is the Four-
dation of the apostles and. prophets, and that he is the
Head over all things, to the Church also, and believing that
it is his will that his children be one, and believing also that
the - Bible is thé only rule of faith and practice for God's
people to be governed by, recommend that our people unite
with all God’s people.who believe and practice the same as -
taught by the Saviour and the, apostles, especially if it does
not interfere with the title, name, or cause a sacrifice of,
Church property.

W. H. Head, Chairman;
‘L. G. Curtis,
. W. F. Dunn,

Commzltee -

The Committee on Missionary Work made the followmg,

" report, which was adopted:

Resolved, That this Association recommend that pastors
having the care of chulches take up four public collections
during the ensuing year, and that said funds so collected be '
placed in the 'hands of their respective Church Treasurers
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and sent to the annual meeting of the Association- and -
plaéed in the hands of a Home Mission Board, who shall
be appointed by the Moderator of said Association, or paid
out at the discretion of the Association for Home . Mission
purposes. We further recommend that pastors encourage
their churches and Sunday-schools to organize Missionary
Societies, and that funds so collected be dlsposed of as afore-
said;, and be it further

Resolved, That each Pastor having the ‘care of churches do
" all the missionary work outside of their charge that they can,
and report annually the amount of missionary work done by
them; and that funds collected, as above stated, be dwnded
among them in proporuon to the amount of missionary

_work done by them. ‘
W. H. Head, Chairman.

The Committee on Sabbath-schools made the following
report, which was adopted: ) :

Resolved, "That we recommend the org'anizntion of Sabbath-
schools in all of our churches where they have not already
been organized, and that, whereas, we deem them an auxil-
iary to the churches, we would recommend that churches
foster and encourfge their development. We would fur-
ther recommend that pastors of churches deliver Sabbath:
school lectures, and thereby forward the great work. .

o S.W. Patierson,‘Clzaz'('man.

On motion the following resolution was adopted:

Whereas we, the Free-will Baptist Church of Christ, are
" the' same people,‘and all originated from the same; and

Whereas we have the same plafform, preach the same doc-
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.trine, and practice the same ordinances, and owing to Elder
J. L. Welch coming into our midst and our Association and
- proving this to a demonstration and to our satisfaction; and

Whereas we believe it -to be. the duty of all Christians
who have the same platform, preach the same doctrine, and
practice the same ordinances, to unite in name and effort for
the building up of Chnst s kingdom on earth, therefore

Resolved, That, in order not to sacrifice title, name, neither
any Church property, we assume to adopt the name *‘ Free-
will Christian Baptist Church of Christ,” and thereby show
the world that we are one péople, and are consolidated in
name. This done_‘by an entire voice of the Association, on
the 18th day of October, A.D. 1886.

On motion the Association ordered that we continue our
correspondence with sister Associations. That Rev. H. C.
Pace write and bear the letter to the Liberty Association of
General Baptists of Indiana. That Rev. W. T. Mosely write
and bear the letter to the Cumberland Association, of Ken-
tucky. That Rev, E. E. Collison ‘write and bear the letter
to the Union Association of General Baptists, of Kentucky.
That Rev. G. W. Binkley write and bear the letter to the

’

New Union Association of United. Baptlsts, of  De. Kalb

County, Tennessee.’
On motion Brothers T. Watts and Frank lelnm: were

appointed to receive contributions for printing Minutes of

this Association; reported‘$23 75, and Committee discharged.

The Association then adjourned to meet ’Iuesd"my morn-

ing, Oct. 19, 1886. L -
TUESDAY, Ocl. 19, 1886.

The Association met pursuant to adjournment, with Rev.

G. R. Head in the chair. - Opened with praise and prayer
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by Rev. W. T. Mosely. The Minutes of the prevlous meet: -
ing were read and approved.

Resolved, That we continue to publish our Confession of
Faith, Govemment Con:tltuuon, and Rules of Decorum in
our. Minutes. ’

Resolved, That this Assocxatlon shall convene at its next
session-on’ Saturday prior to the fourth Suaday in October,
1887, at 10 o'clock A M. . .

On motion the Association ordered that the missionary
funds remain in the hands of our present Tleasurer, Broth.
er T. Watts, 1

The Moderator appointed the following-named deleg’ltes to
the Stone’s River Association when convened with Walker’s
Creek Chfurch, De Kalb County, Tennessee: Rev. G. W,
Binkley, Rev, . C. Pace, and Rev. W. T. Mosely,

Rev. G. W. Binkley was elected to preach the introduc-
tory sermon at the next session of .the Association, and Rev,
H ‘C. Pace, alternate.

":On motion Brother T. Watts and Brother.]. E. Hudgens
- were appointed to superintend the printing and distribution
of the Minutes of this Association, - d

The-Association tendered a vote of thanks to the brethren
.and friends in the vicinity of Bethlehem Chuich for their
kind and gencrous hospltahty durmg the sitting of the As-
sociation.

Resolved, That the Ashland Quarterly Meeting be held
with Bethlehem Church, Cheatham County, Tennes}see, on
Saturday before the first Sunday in May, 1887.

Resolved, That the Dover Quarterly Meeting be held with
Liberty Church, Stewart County, Tennessee, on Saturday
before the first Sunday in June, 1887.
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It was moved that the Association adjourn to meet with
Good Spring Church, Cheatham County, Tennessee, located
three miles south-east’ of Pleasant View, on Saturday prior
to the fouith Sabbath in October, 1887, at 10 o’clock A.M.

REV. G. R. HEAD, Moderator;
REV. W. H. HEAD, Ass’t.

J. E. HUDGENS, Clerk;

S. W. PATTERSON, Ass’t,

~¢>~2—@@H“~<¢‘
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| Minutes of the ?n@sﬁyteny.

The Presbytery convened Tuesday, Oct. 19, 1886, and or-
ganized by electing Rev. G. R, Head Moderator, and Broth-
er J. C. Hudgens Clerk.

A petition for the’ ordination of Brother R. R. Gower was
read from Head’s Church, Robertson County, Tenuessee,
and he was'ordained deacon of said church by prayer and
laying on of hands. - '

A petition for the ordmatlon of Brother E. F. Miles and
Brother E. E. Miles was read from Bethlehem Church,
Cheatham County, Tennessee. The Presbytery ordered (by
consent of the applicants) that their ordination be postponed
until the Quarterly Meeting which meeéts with Bethlehem
Church on Saturday before the first Sunday in May, 1887.

The'Minutes of the Quarterly Meeting held with Head!s
Church, Robertson County, Tennessee, were'read, and the
committee appointed by said Meeting to investigate the
charges preferred against Rev, G, W. Carney reported that
they found no proof against him. The Presbytery then ap-’
pointed a committee of five to receive the testimony against
~ him (Rev. G, W, Carney) and investigate the same, and re-
port their decision to the Presbytery, The Committee con-
sisted of the following-named brethren, to-wit: Rev. H C.
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Pace, Rev. E. E. Collison, Rev. G. W. Binkley, Rev. W T.
Mosely, and Brother S. W, Patterson. The committee made
the following report: :
" We, your committee appointed to receive such testimony
as might be brought before us against Rev. G. W. Carney,
and investigate the same, beg leave to make the following
“ yeport: After taking the evidence into consideration, we do
hereby find him guilty of unchristian conduct, and do here:
by silence him from preaching until he introduces evidence
sufficient to overbalance the testimony against him; and we
also give him his own time in which to produce his testimo-
ny and‘ai)point the time and place for trial* also that he be
_furnished with a copy of the chalges plefeired agamst h1m
Signed by the committees -
: : I\ev G. W. Bmkley. C’Zel/’

Having transacted the business befme xt, the Presbytery
adjourned to meet in extra session with Bethlehem Church,
Cheatham ‘County, Tennessee, on Saturday-before the first -
Sunday in May, 18373 and at the close of the next Annual

- Association, to be held with Good Spring Church, Cheat
“ham County, Tennessee

REV. G. R. HEAD Moderator.
J E. HUDGENS, Clerk.,



CONFESSION OF FAITH

OF THE : -

Gumberland = Aséociation % of * Free-will = Baptists,
' ' €000 ' :

ArTiCLE 1. We believe in one true and living God? The Father, the -
$on, and the Holy Ghost, - . ) o

ART. 2. We believe that the Scriptures of the Old Testament are the
words of divine inspiration given to Abraham’s children, and that the
New Testament contains the only proper rules for the faith of the Chris~
tian Churches. - . '

-ART, 3. We beleve i the depravity of man, and man’s inability to re+
cover himself from his fallenr condition without a Divine Mediator.

ART. 4.-We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ, according to the
Scriptures, suffered and died upon the cross, and thereby made a fult
atonement for every human being ; and by his obedient life, satisfactory
death, and triump‘{mnt resurrection, gird glorious ascension, ever advo~
cating at his Father’s throme, hath brought ia an everlasting salvation
for every sinner that will repent, believe, and obey him in his word.

ART. 5. We believe that the faithful Christiarr will never fall from
© grace; motwithstanding, we believe in the free mforal agency of man
after justification, and that there is a possible danger of falling into sir¥
and being finally lost.

ART. 6. We believe, according to the Scriptures—Paul's letter to the
Hebrews, 6th chapter, 15t to 7th verses—that after a man has been made’
partaker of the Holy Ghost, if he shall fall from grace;, it is impossible’
ever to renew him again unto repentance, or restore him.again unto the
favor of God. .

ART. 7. We believe baptism and the Sacrament of the f,ord’s Supper
and the washing of the saints’ feet are all ordinances ordained and
instituted by our Lord Jesus Christ; and that true believers are the only
proper subjects, and the proper mode of baptisin is inrmersion, and that
1t is the duty of all believers to attrend to these ordinances. ™

ART. 8. We believe in the general judgnrent and the joys of the right~
eous, and that the punishment of the wicked will be eternal.

ART. 9. We belleve, according to the Scriptures—ist Corinthians,
11th chapter, zoth verse—that each individuaf, havirg been inducted
into the kingdom of Christ by an operative influence of the Holy Ghost,
and having faith to exercise the free dictates of his own conscience, is
in communion with the saints.

ART. To. We believe in the justification of infants by the imputed
righteousness of Jesus Christ, in passive state{ and thereby adopting’ |
them as heirs of his kingdom. . ., L




~»>GOVERNMENT . AND. GONSTITUTION;%

»0{ 0

. Fach church in this Association shall be_entitled to one 'delegate,.
and one for every additional twenty-five members or fraction thereof;
and such delegates, producmq letters from their respectlve churche<
certifying their appomtment shall be entitled to seats.

- 2. In the letter from each church shall be expressed their number in

good standing; by experience, by letter, by recommendation, restored g
drsmlss°d by letter, excluded, and dead since last Association..

3. The members of this Association and Free-will Baptists shall possess
no power to lord it over God’s hentaae, nor infringe upon the inherent
rights of the churches:

4. This Association, when,convened shall be governed by a regular and
proper code of rules which they are authorized to establish for themselves.

s. They may elect a Moderator and Secretary and Treasurer from’
among themselves, and they shall hold their offices until therr successors

_ are elected.

6. New churches may be received into this Union, who shall petition
by letter, or delegates if they have been régularly baptized upon a pro-
fession of our falth in the Lord Jesus, and walk according to the gospel
order, C

7.-Every motion made and seconded shall be in order, and shall ‘come
under the consxderauon of the Association except when withdrawn by ’
consent, -

8. This As:ocnauon shall furmsh each church with the Minutes of
their proceedings in proportion to the amount of money sent by each
church; and, in order to enable the ‘Association to print their Minutes,
itis expected that each church will send up such sums of money as they
think proper, and when received it shall be placed in  the hands of a
Trustee dppointed for that purpose, and may be dlsbursed by order of
said Association. ' e

g. For.the purpose of ordammg clders there shall be an annual Pres,
bytery, which shall convene at the close of the' Association at the same
time and place,” Said Presbytery shall consist of .three.ormore ordained
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.elders and deacons; and they shall elect a Moderator and Clerk 'from
among themselves for the time being. It shall be the duty of said Pres-
bytery to examine all apf;licants that may be sent up with recommenda-
tions from their respective churches composing the” Association. If
found competent, shall ordain and set them apart for the work by prayer
and layihg ¢n of hands; and said Presbytery shall have full power to
try all ministers and deacons of the order for unchristian conduct,
.and on proper testimony their decision shall ‘be final; and for the pur-
pose of trying ministers for unchristian conduct, the Moderator shall
have full power to convene said Presbytery in extraordinary session, and
on proper testimony their decision shall be final,

1o. For the purpose of ordaining deacons, it shall be the duty of the
pastor of the.church where vacancy may occur.to call a . Presbytery,
which shall consist of two or more ordained ministers and deacons, who
shall examine every applicant, and if found competent, ordain and set
them apart for the work by prayer and laying on of hands. o

11. No minister sholl be ordained until he can preach and defend the
Free-will Baptist doctrine, and not until he can fill the requirements in
Paul’s first letter to Timothy, third chapter, from.the first to the eighth
verses, and this shall be tested before a Presbytery. ., '

" 12. This Association may exclude from its body atly church that walks
disorderly, or that teaches heresy.

3. All questions coming before this Association shall be determined
by a majority, except excluding churches, whlch shall recewe the con--
currence of two-thirds. o

14. A ma_]onty of the members present shall beaquorum to do business.

15. The Minutes of this Association shall be read before them, and re-
vised and corregted if need be, and signed Ly the Moderator and attest-
ed by the Clerk.

16. This Association may adJourn to any time and place they may think
proper, so as to confine it among the churches composing the same.
~ 17. Amendments may be made to this form of government atany time
by a majority of the members present composing this Association and
voting in' behalf of the Amendment.

13. When the Association shall have convened, it is the privilege of all
ordained ministers helonging to the Cumberland Association of Free-
will Baptists to. sit in council with us, and propose resolutions, ‘and vote
in admittance, coming before thxs body as if they weré delegated by the
Church, . .
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+>RULES OF DEGORUM.<
1080n

“This Association shall be opened by singing and prayer. Only one
person shall speak at a time. - All addresses made by the members. shall
be to the Moderator, and the person addressmg shall. rise to his feet, -
The brother shall not be interrupted during his speech by any one ex- -
cept the Moderator, éxcep: he violates order.. The person thus speaking
shall strictly confine himself to the subject in debate, nor cast any per-
sonal reflection towird any membet of this body who has spoken previ-

ously.

R 1 .
No persort shall be allowed to speak more than three times on any one
,

subject without leave of a majority of the Association.
No member shall laugh or whisper in time of public speaking.

Members shall use the word “brother” or “brethren” in all debates.

N
" No membe# shall absent himself- without leave from the Association.

'The names of the members of this body shall be enrolled by the Clerk,
and called over as often as necessary, provided a call be made by a
member of the Association, o ° - N ‘

No member shall speak longer tha;I fifteen minutes at any time with-
out leave of the Moderator. ‘

Any member who shall knowmgly and wxllfully violate any of these

tules shall be reported by the Moderator, and be subject to the censure

. . ) ”‘ . .
Adopted in council this Saturday before the first Lord’s-day In Octo-
ber, 1867, as a standing decorum, though subject to revision by a major-

ity of members voting for revision.
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POST-OFFICE ADDRESSES.
Y ..

Welch, Alexandria, De Kalb county, Tenn,
T. Mosely, Bumpus Mills, Stewart county,

H. Head, Pleasant View, Cheatham county, || ‘

2. Head, Turnersville, Robertson county, (

W. Binkley, Pinnacle, Cheatham county,

Rev, W. B. Stewart, Henrietta, Cheatham county,

Rev. II. C. Pace, Bumpus Mills, Stewart county,
Fenn

Rev. E_E. Collison, Erin, Houston county, Tenn. |

Rev. J. T. Brake, Erin, Hounston county, Tenn

Rev. J. A. Albright, Daniels, Dickson county, Tenn.

Rev. Thomas Hazlewood, Eaton’s Creek, Davidson
county, Tenn,

Rev. W. L. Halliburton, Erin, Houston county, Tenn,

Brother T. Watts, (Z7casuré#) Pleasant View, Cheat-
ham county, Tenn.

Brother S. W. Patterson, South Side, Montgomery
county, Tenn.

Brother R. S. Demumbra, Ashiand City, Cheatham
county, Tenn.

Brother J. E. Hudgens, (Clerk) Pleasant View, Cheat-

ham county, Tenn,





