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/:. PROCEEDINGS. 

Minutes of the Fifty-first annual session of the Cum­
berland association of Freewill Christian Baptist 
.Church of Christ, held ,Yith Orlinda church, Robert­
son county,, Tennessee, Oct. 25, 26 and 27, 1894. -

The association convened with Orlinda church, Rob-
ertson Co., Tenn., Oct. 25, 1894.· -

The Introductory sermon was deliver.ed by Rev. W'. 
B. Stewart, from Amos 4 and 12. 

The association organized by electing Rev. G. R. 
Head, moderator, Rev. \V. B. Stewart, assistant mod· 
erator, and J. E. Hudgens, clerk. 

Singing and prayer by Rev. Lawrence Rosa. The 
association was then declared ready for the transaction 
of business. · · 

Letters were received and read, as will be found in 
Statistical table. , 

· Peti1ionary letters were .then called for. Received 
one from Ebenezer church,.- Hamilton Co., Tenn.; re­
ceived and ordered placed 01~ our roll. 

Corresponding letters were then called for, and re­
ceived one from Stone association of Freewill Christian 
Baptists of Tennessee, and correspondence ordered: · 

The moderator appointed the following committet::s: . 
Devotio/lal Exercises.- Frank Roney, Charley, Do-iv~.·. 

el, Wm. Spain. · _ . :·>:_: ··-\ ·: 
Obitua1 ics. - Rev: G. \V. Binkley, Rev. \V: ·B., Stew~: 

art, J. H. l\fayo. · · 
Literaturc.-Rev. J. E. Curtis, T. B. Harris; J .. :W.:: ·· 

·carter. , . . -
lvfissionary Work.-Jno. R. Gower, \Vm. Stewart;·_ 

Wm Etherly. , 
Szmday-school.-Henry ,J. Groves; E. Wash Patter-' 

son, H. E. Murphy.· 
1/fi'sccllancous.-Geo. \V. Denny, A. S. F. Douglas, 

\V. Joe Bobbitt. 
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Temperance.-Rev. Geo. W. Binkley, J. Earnest 
✓ Curtis, J.' M. Walker. 

Fi,,ance.-Vl. W. Sterry, Rev. G. A. Davis, E. E. 
Cherry. 

Adjourned to Friday morning at 9 o'clock . 

. FRIDAY-MORNING SESSION. 

· Met.pursuant to adjournment. Devotional services 
by Rev. J, W. Winters. 

Minutes of previous meeting read and approved: 
Called for report of standing _committees; received 

none. . 
The Special committees reported as follows, the .re­

ports being adopted. and committees discharged: 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

PEVOTIONAL EXERCISES. 

Rev. G. A. Davis will fill the stand Thursday night; 
J.E. Hudgens, Friday at II o'clock a. m.; Rev. W. 
B. Stewart Friday night, followed by Rev. Wm. Rog· 
ers; Rev: Wm. Rogers Sfl;turday at I I o'clock a. m.; 
J. E. Hudgens Saturday night, followed by Rev. G. 
A. Davis, and Rev. Geo. \V, Binkley Sunday at II 

o'clock, a m. - Frank Roney,. Charley Dowel, 'Wm. 
Spain. · 

. OBITUARIES. 

Resolved, That we; as an association, have abundant 
reason to praise and thank God for .his mercy and for­
bearance to us; that we thank God that death has not 
broken our ministerial ranks since our last association, 
yet he in his wisdom, has called some of our laymen 
from the walks of men to- their reward. Let us who 
survive them, imitate their virtues and bury their" 
faults in oblivion, and extend to their families our 

-heartfelt sympathies and condolence, and submit all 
things to ''Him that doeth all things we11,'' knowing 
that ''all things work together· for good to them that 
love God." -Rev. W. B. Stewart, Rev. Geo. W. Bink­
ley, J. H. Mayo. 
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LITERATURJ!, 

WHEREAS,. We have no church paper published in 
our midst, and whereas, the Free Baptists, of Geor­
gia, are publishing · an excellent paper, the "Harvest 
Gleaner" and the General Baptists of Indiana arepub­
lishing an excellent paper, "The Messenger," there-
fore, be it . . . -

Resolved, That ,ve adopt the "Harvest Gleaner" as 
our church organ, should it continue to be published, 
and if not, the "Messenger:" be substituted therefor. 

That we patronize the Free Baptist S. S. Literature, 
published at Boston, Mass. 

That we rocommeitd the '' Morning Star'' and 
"Young Peoples' Weekly" as good religiou spapers.­
Rev. J. E. Curtis, J. W. Carter, T. B. Harris. · 

MISSIONARY WORK. 

Resolved, That we, as an association, favor missions, 
both home and foreign. Be it further · 

Reso/vFd, That the moderator of this association ap­
point a Home Mission board, to consist of five, at the 
present sitting of this body; that said board organize 
by electing a chairman, secretary and treasurer, and 
that they employ a home missionary, if practicable, to 
travel within the bounds of this association, or where" 
ever said board may see proper to send him, and that 

• he take collections whenever and wherever he may 
deem prude11t and report to .treasurer of said board the. 
amount collected; and that the pastors of churches 
make at least one ptiblic collection at each of their 
churches this year for support of said missionary, and 
that ariy funds already collected, be p~id to the treas­
urer of aforesaid board, to be used_for the support of 
said missionary.-Jno. R. Go\ver, W. J. Stewart, Wm. 
Eatherly. 

The moderator appointed the following as the Home 
Mission Board: J. R. Gower, J. H. Mayo, T. B. Har­
ris, J. M. Walker, \Vm. Stewart. 
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SUNDA Y-SCHOOL, 

Resolved, I. That Sunday-schools be organized in 
all our churches where they have not been organized, 
and that pastors use their influence to keep them run-
ning throughout the year. . 

2: That we regard them as helpful to our churches 
and that it is the imperative duty 'of our churches to 
encourage their development in every possible way. 

3. That the churches report to the association the 
amount of Sunday-school work done by them. 

~- That we use the Free Baptist -literature in our 
Sunday-schools.-H. J. Groves, E. \Vash Patterson, 
H. E. Murphy. 

l\IISCELLANEOUS, 

Resolved, r. That we indorse the present rule .that 
., the stewards of the various churches, use every availa­

ble means to secure remunerative salaries for their pas-
tors. · 

2. That it is the duty of our churches to look after 
the poor and destitute members of the same, and assist 
them. -A. S. F. Douglass, G. W. Denny, \V. Joe 
Bobbitt. 

TEllIPERANCE. 

Resolved, That. we, the Cumberland association of 
Freewill Christian Baptists, in association assembled, 
in common with other Christian organizations, recom­
mend temperance for the individual, and • we as a 
church, use our infiuence for, the promotion of the tem-, 
perance cause. . 

2. That we recommend that all ministers of this as­
sociation give special attention to its evils, and that an· 
unceasing effort be made by them to impress these 

'truths upon their hearers.--Rev. J. Earnest Curtis,· 
Rev. Geo. W. Bin1.ley, J. M. \Valker. 

FINANCE, 

The committee reported $21.97 collected for printing 
minutes of this association. 

Resolved, Thatit the duty of churches t<? elect good 
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men for st=wards, to look after the support of th,dr 
pastors, to enable them to give more time to the work 
of the gospel ministry.-W. W. Sterry, Rev. G. A. 
Davis, E. E. Cherry. . . 

The ministers handed in their reports of their years 
work, to-wit: · 

REPORTS OF MINISTERS. 
Rev. W. M. Rogers: -sermons preached during the 

year 538; miles traveled 5,509; conversions 334; am'.t 
of money received $860.07. · 

Rev. G. R. Head.-Sermons preached 45, prayers 
( public) 61; exhortations 10; received into church 14; 
baptized 9; miles traveled 173; received $49.55. 

Rev. G. A. Davis. -Sermons preached 109; mem­
bers received 72; visits 65; funerals preached 1; bap­
tized 10; received $18.92. 

Rev. G. W. Binkley. - No churches in charge; ser­
mons preached 40; miles traveled 503; amount receiv­
ed $23.42. 

Rev. J. S. Defoe - Churches in charge 3; sermons 
preached 27; amount received $95 56 · 

Rev J. E. Hudgens,-Churches in charge 3; ser­
mons preached 90; received into church 12; Baptized 
8; funerals preached 5; couples married 3; received 
$150; (AND GOT MARRIED), 

The fo1lo\ving resolutions were adopted:· 

RESOLUTIONS. 
1 That we continue our Ministers', Deacons' and 

Stewards meeting · 
_ 2. That the first M D. and Stewards' meeting be. 
held with Pleasant Valley church, Stewart Co, Tenn , 
on Saturday before the fifth Sunday in June, 1895, at 
1 o o'clock, a m 

3 And the second M , D. and Stewards' meeting 
be held with Good Spring church, Cheatham County, 

·'Tenn., on Saturday before the fifth Sunday in Septem­
ber, 1895, at 10 o'clock, a m. . _ 

4 That the Home Mission · board be allowed to 
drnw on associational treasurer to amount of $47 25 .. 
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The following 11amed churches paid amounts set op: 
posite their names into the Home Mission fund, by 
their representatives, to-wit: 
Rock Spring $IO oo Heads church - $IO 60 
Bethlehem 5 oo Good Spring 1 45 
Mt. Zion - l 30 N. Nashviile 5 00 

Hickory Grove - 2 oo Bethel 5 oo 
Orlinda - 5 oo Oak Gr0ve . 2 50 

5. That the clerk superintend the printing and dis­
. tribution of the minutes, and receive $5 for services 

6. That Rev. G. A. Davis preach theiritroductory 
sermon at the next session of· this association; Rev. 
\V M Rogers, alternate. . . 

7 That we drop the names of the following 
churches from _our church roll: · Old· Zion, Liberty, 
Collisons' Chapel, Grange. 

8 That we tender a vote of thanks to the brethren 
and friends in the vicinity of.Orlinda church, for their 
kindness, hospitality and courtesy to this body during 
its sitting. 

9 That we adjourn to meet with Rock Spring 
church; Dickson Co., Tenn, on Thursday before the 
4th Sunday in October; 1895, at IO o'clock, a m · 

REv .. G. R. HEAD,- Moderator. 
· REV W. B. STE\VART, Ass't Moderator. 

J. E HUDGENS, Clerk 

MINUTES OF PRESBYTERY. 
. Oct 27,-1894 

The Presbytery convened on above date,·and organ­
ized by electing Rev. G W. Binkley, Moderator, and 
J E Hudgens, clerk: · Prayer by Rev G. R Head. 

Rev G. A Davis presented a letter from Mt Storm 
church, requesting that he be ·received as a regular 
member of this presbytery, which petition was granted 
and he received as such. .- · 

Ordered that the names of W. F. Presley, J T. 
and H. _ C. Brake be dropped from our roll and that a 
committee of three be appointed to investigate the 
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charges preferred against· Rev. H; C. Pace, Rev J P. 
\Veyel and Rev. Thomas Hazlewood. The moderator 
appointed the following committee: A. B Jackson, 
Dover, Tenn ; E M Si.veeney, Dry Fork, Davidson 
Co , 'l'e11n ; Chas Henderson, Jordonia, Tenn. 

Ordered that any ordained minister, who shall ab­
sent himself from this body for two successive: years, 
without making report to same, his · name shall be 
dropped from our roll. 

No further business appearing, adjourned to meet 
with Pleasant Valley church, Stewart Co , Tenn , on 
Saturday before the fifth Sunday in June, 1895, at 10 

u m . R:i;:v. G. W. BINKLEY, Moderator; 
J E HUDGltNS, Clerk. · 

P. 0. OF MINISTERS.• 
R~~- .J E. Hudgens (Clerk), -

G. R; Head 
" G. \V. Hinkley, 
" ,v. B. Stewart, 
"' J. L. ,v elch, 
" J A. Albright 
" Thos. Haz.lewood, 
" \V. D Haliburton, 
"' J. P. Weyel, 

C. H. Pickle, 

Sycamore, '.te;m, 
Turners.ville, " 

Pinnacle, " 
- Halfpone, " 

Fredonia. 
Daniel, '' 

J ordonia, " 
Daniel, 

Mornev, 
Lickton, " 

Ofilce C, Nashville, " H ,v. l\I. Rogers, 
"' J. S. Defoe, • 
" J. Brake, 

Nash'ville Cotton Mills, ' 

" G. ~I. Adco(.;k, 
" J · \V, Gardne1, 
u- G. A. Davi~, 
.., Lawrence Hosa; 
'' J. E: Curtis, 

Dro. E. F. Miles, 
" T. \Vatts (Treasurer), 
" S. \V. Patterson, 
" R. S. Demumbran, 
•u ~T. R Go,ver, 

Cumberland City, " 
- Dickson, 

Marney, " 
Bumpass Mills, 

Turnersville, " 
Bordeaux, '' 

.Ashland City, " 
- Pleasant View, " 

Sobel, " 
Marrowbone, " 

.· Port Royal, " 
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9RDER OF BUSINESS. 
FIRS'!' DAY. 

t Reading !etters from various churches. 
2. Calling for petitionary letters. 
3. ·Calling for l ·orrfsponding letters from sister churches. 
4 Appointment of c<•mmittees. 
5. A_djournment. 

SECOND DAY •. 

Calling the roll. 
2. Reading minute& of previous meetmg, 
3. Hearing reports ofstandiug committees. 
4. Hearing reports of special committees, 

Form of Church Letter to Association. 
We, the Freewill Christian Baptist church of Christ, 

at -- church, -- county, Tenn., to the Cumber­
land association of Freewill Christian Baptist church 
of Christ, when convened with -- church, -- Co., · 
Tenn, \Ve have chosen our messengers, to-wit: 
---, ---, - ~; ourstatistics are as follows: 

Received by experience - ; by letter -; by recom­
mendation-; . by restoration-; dismissed by letter 
- ; excluded -; died - ; total number in fellowship 
- ; our day of meeting is ~.-; our present pastor is --; 
this done by order of the church, on the ·-·-- day 
of --- . -- ---, Moderator. 

-- ---, Clerk. 

GOVERNMENT AND CONSTITUTION. 
AR'r 1, Each church in this a1,so iation shall be entitled to 

two delegC\tes anil one 11<,ditional deleg11te for every additional 
tifty members or fraction thereof; and such delegates producing 
letters from their respective churches certifying their appoint­
ment, shall be entitled to seats. 

2 1 n the letter from each church shall be exl?ressed the 
11umber received by expi!rience. letter, recommendati"n, restor­
ation. Also number dismissed by letter, excluded and died 
since last association, a11d the total number enrolled. 

J, This association &lwll possess PO power to infringe on the 
inherit rights of church<>,~. 
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·4 The association, when 'convened shall be governed -by a 
regular and proper code of rules, which · they are authorized to 
establish for themselves. · 

5 They may elect a moderator; secretary and treasurer fram 
among themselves, and they shall hold their -offices u11til their 
succtssors are elech-d 

6. New churches may he received into the Uniou, who shall 
petition by letter or delegate, if they have been regularly 1,r• 
ganized upon a profession of our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, 

-ard walking according to gospel order. 
· 7. Every motion. made and seconded sha 11 be in order, ai1d 

shall come under the consideration of the association, except 
when withdrawn by consent ' · . - -

8. This association shall furnish each church with minutes 
of their proceedings, in proportioh to the amount of money sent 
by each church; and in order to enable the association to print 
tl:-eir minutes, ii, is expected that each church will send np such 
sums of money as they think prop.er, and when received, it 
shall be 1.laced in the hands of a trustee appointed for that pur­
pose, and may be disbursed by order of said association. 

9, For the purpose of ordaining ministers of the gospel, and 
deacons, who· shall. come with recommeiidations from their 
churches, and to try all ordained members for :111-Christian con­
duct, who have been tried hy their churches and found guilty 
There shall be an annual Presbytery, which shall convene at 
the close ot the association, at the same time and place. Said -
presbytery shall co11sist of !all ordained lllPmbers present, and 
they shall elect a moderator and clerk from among themselves 
for the time being, who shall hold their ofiices until their s•1c­
cessors are elected. It shall be the_ duty of said preRbytery to 
examine all applicants for ordination se1it up with recommPn<l­
ations from their churches compos,ng this association; if found 
competent, shall ordain and .set them. apart for the work by 
prayer and laying on of hand,. Said presbytery shall have full 
power to try all ordai,,-ed members for un-Christian conduct, 
and on proper testimo 1y, their decision shall he valid 

10 It shall be the duty of each mit,ister who shall organize 
a church, to ordain deacons fur the same. · It shall be his duty­
also, to ordain deacons where a vacancy occurs in his charge 

u. · No member shall he ordained until he can fill the re­
quirements in Paul's first letter to Timothy, 3d chapter, and 
this shall be tested by the presbytery. Said presbytery shall 
have full power to propound scriptural questions as they shall 
see proper: and all candidates shall be required to answer them 
satisfactonly. 

12 This association may e_xclude from its body any church 
that walks disorderly or teaches heresy. _ 

. 13. AJl question~ c~miug before this a~sociation shall be ~le­
termined by a ma;onty, excep', -exclu<lmg churches, which 
shall receive the concurrence of two-thirdb-
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r4. Representatives from five churchl's shall constitute a 

quorum to transact husints;;, and no busi11ts,, shall be transact­
ed without a qunrum._ · 

15. The minutes of this aS$OCiation shall be read before them 
and revised ancJ correcter], if need be, aml signed by the mode-
rator attd attested by_ the clerk. . . _· . : . 
·· 16. This a~sociation may · a<ljourn to any time i•ml pbce. it 
may think proper, so as to confi11e it a111ong· the churches· com: 
posing the·sanie. • . ' ·; : ' . • .. : . · ,.- ' .-,: ..... 

17. Atriendnwnts may be t11arle to th:s form of go:vernment 
at. any Jim.-, by a maj0rity of the members pn,s~nt comprising 
this a!'sociation, vnting in lwhalf of the amendment ... : · 
. -!s.- . When· this ~srnciatio11 shall .hav~. t;opve11e<k it ,is the 
pnv1lege,_o(all t,rdarnecl meml·ers hdongt,ng_to the Cun1berla11d 
association of Freewill Baptists, to sit i11 co\lncil:witl! us anrl 
propo$e .resolutio11$, coming .b1•firre. this. body as th(!µgh they 
were delega~ed by the church,> ; ·_ . · . · · · ·· '_ .... · · · 

RU.I .. ES OF DECORUM.,, 
This as·sociution shall he opened by singing a1;d.-pi-ayer."Only 

. one -person shal I speak at a time. All adclresses ri1ade by the. 
members shall be to the moderator, and the person ·bddressi11g 
shall rise to his feet. · • ' 

The brother shall not be interruptecl durit:g his speed, by any 
one Pxcept the· moderator, except he violates ordn;· The per~ 
son thus speaking shall strictly confine himself to the subject 
in debate, nor cast any personal refl,-ction· toward any member 

• of this body who -has spoken previonsly.: · 
No person shall be allowed to speak more than three _times 

on any one subject, without leave of a majority"of the associa· 
ti= . . . 

No person shall Ja·ugh or whisper in time of puJ.ilic speaking 
Members shall use the word '·brother" or "brethren" in all 

d~~- . , 
No member shall absent himself without leave from the as• 

sociation . , .. . . 
The names of the members of this body shall be enrolled bv . 

the clerk, and called over as often as necessary,, provided a cail · 
be made by a member of the association, · · · · · . 

No member shall speak longer than fifteen minutes at any: 
time, without leave of the moderator. · 

Any member who shall wilfully·and knowingly violate any 
of these rules, shall he reported by-the·rrioderator,- and lie sub• 
ject to the censure of the association; 

, Adopted in council this Saturday before 'the first Lord'.s day 
in October, 1867, as a standing decorum, though subject to re-· 
vision by a majority of members voting for rt>vision. 

• 
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CONFESSION OF FAI'I'I!. 
A.RT. 1. We believ in one true and living God, The Father 

the Son and Ifoly Ghost. . . .. 
ART; 2. We believe that the Scriptures of the old Testa-· 

ment iire the words of divine inspiration· given to Abraham's 
children, and that the New Testament contains the only prop­
er rules for the faith of the Christian churches. 
• ART. 3. We beiieve in the depravity ~f man, and man's in­
ability to recover himself from his fallen condition without a 
Divine Mediator. 

ART. 4. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ, according 
to the Scriptures, suffered and died upon the cross; and lhere­
by made a full atonement for every human being; and by his 
obedient life, satifactory death, and triumphant resurrection 
and glorious ascension, ever advocating at lns Father's throne, 
hath brought in an everlasting salvation for eyery sinner that 
will repent, believe, and obey his word. • .. · 
· ART. 5 \Ve believe that the faithful Christian will never 
.fall from grac~, notwithstanding we believe in the free moral 
agency of man nfter justificatioq, and. that then: is a possible· 
danger of falling into sin and being finally lost. 

ARl'. 6. \Ve believe, according to the Scriptures-Paul's let­
ter to the Hebrews, 6th. chapter, 1st. to 7th. verse:,-that after 
a man has been made partaker of the Holy Ghost, if he shall 
fall from grace, it is impossible e\'er tQ renew him again unto 
rcnent:ince. or restore hiii1 again unto U1e tarnr of God. 

ART. 7. We believe Baptism ;nd the Sacrament of the 
Loni's Supper, and the washing of the saints' feet, :ire all or-

. di1u111ces onla'neq and instituted by our Lord Jesus Chri8t, athi 
that trqe believers are the only proper subjects, and tl1e proper 
mode of baptism is immersion; aud· that it is the duty of all be-
lievers to attend to these ordinances. · 
.ART. 8. \Ve believe In the genernl Jt)cgcn·tcnt and the joys 

of the rigi1teo11S1 ai:d that the punishmeut of the wicked wl!I be 
e1er11al. · 

ART. 9 We believe, according to the Scri_ptine!;-Ist Cor • 
rjntl1iaP.s, rnth chapter, 16th V!!rse-that c:ach 111divhrn,1l, h;,~• 
ing been indur.ted mto the kingd()m qfChdst by an operative 
inflt1ence of the Holy Ghost, attd having fi1hl1 to e;x:ercise the 
free dictations of his own conscie:ice, is in communion with 
saints. 

ART, 10. We believe in the justification of infants by the 
impnted righteousness of Jesus Christ, in passive state, and 
o.M~1, .. .,,1,.,ntina them heirs of his kiua:dom. 
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