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- @rder of Business
I,

, . WEDNESDAY.

. Devotional exercises.

Calling roll. - -« ..o % v
Election of officers. *

Reading letters from various Churches
Calling for petitionary letters. ‘ _
Calling for corresponding letters from Assoc1at10ns of Churches
Appomtment of Comm1ttees ) co
Adjournment

P NS o 20 10

v THURSDAY R

Devotional exercises. ! R S S

Calling roll. ;

Reading minutes of prevrous meetmg

. Hearing reports from Standing Committees.: -

. Hearing reports from Spec1a1 Comnuttees S

. "Hearing resolutions, , .

. Miscellaneous business. . o

Adj ournment. L
FRIDAY MORNING

1 Devotional exercises.

2, Calling roll. ~ :

3 Reading minutes of prev;ous meetm(r o

4. Hearing resélutions.;i+:§ L2707

5. Miscellaneous’ Dusiness.

*—?J\I'cacn@_w_mr-a

FORM OF CHURCH LFTTER :

V\e the Freewill Christian Baptist Church of Chrlst at.. ...
Church, . County, Tenn:: i R

- To the Cumberland Association of FreeW1ll ‘Christian Bap- |
tist Church, when convened with......Church,...... County, ‘

. Tenn. We have chosen our Messengers, to-wit:.............. Lt

. Our statxstlcs are as follows: Received by experxence
by letter.. by . recommendatlon - by restoration,’
dismissed by letter i excluded.- dled s transferred'
by request ; total number 1n fellowsh1p .; church prop-
erty.. our day of meetingis.i. ... ; our pastor is. ;-we have -
~called....to pastor. us the ensumg year our deacons are: Ist.
name. ._.,address ..;2nd. name. ..., address. . ..; 3rd. name
s address ’4th name. ..., address. R ;, our S.. S.
Supermtendent is: name...", address .y our S. 8. Secretary.
~is: name... .., address. ...; our enrollment in ‘Sunday School i is:
; we have collected . . .this year;-we pald our pastor. .
Cwe paxd our missionary....; we'send....for minutes; we pald
out. .. .for, other expenses and ha\'e left .in treasury ‘Done
by order of church on, the.- ..day of.. aer.. '
. e e Moderator Address... e .
B Clerk; Address....'......'....,...

RN




% Sixty?iﬁightlp,i\nnnal ﬂHwﬁ‘t‘tg ’

WEDNESDAY ’\IOR\IING

Bro E. S. Prmtt preached the 1ntroductory sermon at

» l] 00 a. m. from 2‘3rd Psalm His sermon was very 1nterest1ng L

\

The Annual Ass001at10n of Free “Will Chr1st1an Baptlst. o
met in its 6Sth session with Cofer’s Chapel Nashvﬂle, Tenn,

September 27, 28, 20, 1911. '~ .
' The retiring Moderator, Rev. D T. Armstrong bemg

\present called the Assocmnon to order at 2 OO o’clock_p. m., ', .

- Wednesday. -
. The retiring Clerk Rev I H Ohver called the roll and
a quorum present. T

5

" The followmg oﬂi(‘ers were elected viz: Rev T E Hudglns,. :

\loderator Rev. D. T. Armstrong, Assistant Moderator, and
'Mrs H. P. Smith, Clerk., \
' Readmg ‘of letters from churches begun Several letters

E were read when a' motion was made and camed to suspend
order of business .long enough to appoint'a Devotronal Com-

. ‘mittee.  The following commrttee was appointed: Rev. A. D.
,'Duncan Rev. J. L. Welch, and Rev. C. H. Plckle

Readmg of letters was resumed and’ completed..

" The following comm1ttees were appointed:

PETITIONS AND REQUFSTS——Wllhe Walker H. W. Bmkley :

‘and Joe Gower.

Sunpay 9CHOOL--—J H. Oliver, R \I Luter Mrs Nancy

Parker.

~ The appomtment of committees was suspended and letters
from sister Associations called for and two were. rece1ved and -
~ read, one from New Union Association and one from Tennessee ’

‘River Assocratxon .
On motion the letter from Tennessee River Assocxatlon be

accepted as read and the carrier, G. W Mltchell be’ 1nv1ted to.

set in counc1l with us. ‘

\




4 MiINUTES OF THE CUMBERLAND AS“OCIATION’

On motion the New Umon Assocw.tlon 1etter was recen ed.

" as read.

The rlght hand of fe]lowsh1p was extended to Rev G. W
\Tltchell in behalf of this Association by Rev. J. E. Hudgins,
fModerator, and he ‘was seated An council with us..” Welcome
was also’ extended to Bro. J. P. Cox from Liberty General Baptist
Association of Indiana, by Rev. J. E. Hudgens Moderator, and,
invited to sit in council with us.
~ The appomtment of comm1ttees was resumed and the fol-, .
lowing were appointed: ; ’

LiteratTure—]. .. Welch, E. S. I’rultt C. H. Pickle.

"Epucation—G. W. I‘ambrough, Mrs H. P. Sm1th, Bill -
- Procter. '

OBITUARI}«A—A D.- Dunean, George Hyde, H P. Smlth

Finance—]. E. Smith, A. H. Hudgens, John Newman.

" TeMPERANCE—Dave Douglas, W: G. Sulhvan W VV
‘iDans John' Gower, M. S. Crow. ‘
Missions—C. C. Cagle D. T Armstrong, H P Sxmth G H
“~Austin, W. M. Rogers.

. StaTeE oF CrHurcH—D. T. Armstrong, S Pru1tt ] H
"Oliver, W. M. Rogers, M.'S. Crow.

CHARACTER OF MINISTERS—Charley. Dowell, ]ohn I awrence, .

G. G. Harris, W. R. Swift, W. H. Binkley.- ’

On motion the hours of business was fixed from 9: 30 a. m.. |

“to 11:00 a. m,, and from 2:00 p. m. to 4:00 p. m.
A motion prevailed and we adJourned to meet Thursday
morning at. 9:30:. N
Preachmg at 8:00 p. m. by G. H. A'uetm Text Luke
14-28: “Have you counted the cost,” after which there was
‘ much shouting and reJ01c1ng m God E name ~

THURSDAY. \IORNI‘\ZG'

After devotional exercises the Assoc1at10n was called to
* order by Moderator. ~ : :
Minutes of Wednesday read and approved
Address of Clerks of respective churches and names of
delegates called for by Clerk and received.
"+ Report of Standing Committees called for and none rece1ved

Report of Committee on Temperance recelved and adopted\v ’

and comrmttee d1scharged

-~
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Order of busmess was suspended and on motion that the
Association invite Bro. G. H: Austin, from Mt. Union Associa-
tion, to sit in council with us, the right hand of fellovvshlp was
" extended. and welcome was tendered Bro. Austm by ’\/Ioderator
"and he was seated in council with us. .

Report of Committee on  Literature recewed and adopted
-and committee discharged. '

While waiting for commlttees to formulate therr reports,

Bro. G. W. Mitchell gave us a nice talk which was en]oyed by,‘

all.,
' Report - of Standlng Commlttee on Grouping of Churches
received and adopted and committee discharged. .
o While waiting for another commlttee to report, Bro J. P,
Cox gave us a mice talk on Assocxatlonal work and form of
church letter. - After which we adjourned to meet at 2:00 p. m.
-+ After we.adjourned we.were favored with a nice sermon
by Rev. M. S. Crow. Text: 17th chapter of Acts, which caused
- us to rejoice mightily. ~ ‘ ' _

;

\ o \

THURSDAY AFTERNOON

Associa‘mon met again at 2 00 p. m. as per ad]ournment ‘

After devotional exercises the roll was called and a’ quorum
. Ppresent.
‘ Busmess was suspended on motion , and that this Assocra-

tion invite Bro. E.. W. 'Stone, of Stone Association, to sit in
“council with us.: The right hand of fellowship and’ welcome .

was tendered to Bro. Stone by Moderator and he was seated in
- council. Wlth us. :
Report of Commlttee on ’\llsswns received and adopted
“and committee d1scharued o
Report of Comnnttec on’ Sunday Schools recerved "and
dopted and comnnttee d1scharged :
~ The report of Committee on - Missions was recalled and
tabled and finally thrown out, ‘after much discussion. -
On motion- Article No. 2 of the Constitution was c‘nanoed
Cin order to give us a better form of church letter.
‘On motion an order was given the Clerk to change church
-letter in such a way as to give to this Association better stat1st1cs
of churches :
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On motron an order was grven the Clerk to have prmted
forms of church lefter and to mail a form of said- letter to each”
Clerk of the respective churches. :

Report of Committee on. Petition and Requests recelved

and adopted and on motion the report be handed over to Ordam- ,

ing Council and committee dlscharged o '
Report of- Committee on Obrtuarles was recelved and
adopted and committee d1s<.harged

Report of Committee to Investigate Character of Mrmsters \

read and adopted and committee dlscharged

Report of Committee on Finance received and adopted and
they having handed over to the Church Clerk $39.26 to be used ,

in-printing of minutes and pay Clerk’s salary. (I have received |

$1.00 from' Brandon’s Chapel and 50 cents from Hurricane

-

Chapel, since Association closed, making in all $—10.7(§."—Cle;rk;) o

"A motion prevailed to adjourn to meet. Friday at 9:30 a.'m.
At 8:00 p. m. we had a fine sermon by Rev. J. E. Hudgens

Text: Luke 22-33. After which - Miss Maggie 'Sullivan was
.reclaimed and Miss Julia: Stanly was happily converted, and
- much rejoicing and shouting fpllowed - God be praised.

FRID ‘\Y \IOR’\I 1\TG

After devotlonal exercises_ the As»ocratron was called to

‘order at 9:30 a. m.. Roll called’ and quorum present

‘\lmutes of- Thursday read and adopted.
On'motiona resolution was oﬁ'ered to 1nvest1gate character

‘of ministers whrch was accepted

. On motion we take up the electlon of a Home ’\hsswnary

‘ for ‘this Association. The motion prevailed and E. S, Pruitt
and C. H. Pickle were nominated. The election was taken by ‘
- secret’ ballot whlch resulted in the elect1on of E. S Pru1tt as

- Home \Ilssronary :

" A motion, prevailed to adjourn to meet again at 2; 00 p m.

©{After we adjourned we heard a ﬁne sermon preached by
Bro. E."W. Stone, which was enjoyed by all, and shoutmu fol-
lowed. HIS text was Acts 2- 4" _ i

’

iy
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FRIDAY AFTI‘RNOON

After dev0t1onal exercises the Association was called to

order at 2:00 p. m. " Roll called and quorum present, o
B Report, on Educatlon read and adopted and comm1ttee -
discharged. CLve :

The following were appomted to serve’ on comm1ttee as

" per report of Education: G.. W. Fambrough ‘D. T. Armstron

‘W. R. Swift, C, T. Dowell, H. Pickle.
A motion prevalled to take up ‘selection of place of our

, next ‘meeting. '. Heads, Cralgﬁeld Oakwood and Mt. Zion were’,

put in nommatlon Mt. Z1on was selected.
A Motion prevailéd that tbls Assomatlon meet at Mt. Z1on
Church next year. - S L ) y

'

" Bro. E S. Pruitt tendered his res1gnat1on as Home MIS- )

slonary - s -
- -A motion prevaxled that th1s Assoc1at1on receive E. S.
‘Pruitt’s resignation and C. H. Plckle be elected unammously
Bro. C. H. Pickle was elected.:
" While waiting for resolutions-to be framed Bro E W
Stone gave us a nice talk on the printing of a paper.
A motlon prevaﬂed that a board of three be appointed to

o ook after the buymg ‘of tent for this Association to be used - by

Home Missionary.. The following were appomted D. T Arm-
strong, C .H! Pickle, W. M. Rogers.

The fol]owmrr Resolutlons were passed ‘
' RECOMMFNDALIO\IS or \II\‘ISTERQ

Whereas we as Freemll Christian- Baptlst of the Cumber-
land Assoc1at1on have made mistakes in. taking.into our Pres- .
' bytery.as ministers, (from other denominations) who. have done”
‘us much harm, and we therefore offer the following resolutions:

‘Be it Resolved, 1st, That we. require all ministers. comlng
from other denommatlons to come well recommended. 2nd,

"That they be required to serve a probation of twelve months
_before they be admitted into our Presbytery as full fledged

members of <a1d Presbytery © 7 Bigned,
. ) \ ‘ /-.A D. DU:\cw

: © . . CORRESPONDENCE. ,
Reaolved Ist, That this Association continue to correspond
with. our sister Assocxatlons thereby endeavoring to bring us

. (

'

.into closer tinion as co-workers, and that the Moderator appoint. .
'-the following ministering brethren to write and bear letters to -
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Associations to the different Baptlst families as follov»s To the
General Association of General Baptists, Revs. W. M. Rogers
and J. E. Hudgens. To the Eastern Division of the Stone.
Association, Rev. M. 'S. Crow: - To the Western Division of

- Stone Association, Rev. A. D. Duncan. To the Cape Fear

Conference of N. C., Rev. W.”W. Davis. - To the. Tennessee

wife. .
HOMF ’\II’%SIONAR& SUPPOR’I

* Resolved, That we would recommend that every preacher
having pastoral care of one or more churches in this Association
shall at the beginning of the pastoral year “appoint a Mission
Board” of three or five to collect five cents per quarter fromeach
resident member of each church and to be turned over to an .
Associational Secretary and Treasurer to be elected by this
body, and that like collections shall he made quarterly and
turned over as the first. ‘All of which shall be paid over to our-

M1se1onary as soon as collected by the Secretary and Treasurer. . -

INTRODUCTORY SERMON. ,

Resolved That Bro. J. L. Welch preach the Introductory
Sermon, and J. E. Hudgens be Alternate. - .

CHANGE OF CONSTITUTION

. Resolved, That it be ordered By this Association that Art1c1e
2 of the Government and Constitution be .amended to read as
follows: In the letter from each church shall .be expressed the
number received by experience, by letter, by recommendation,

. AN

by restoration, number dismissed by letter, excluded, died,

River Association, Rev W. M. Rogers, D. T Armstrong and

transferred by request total .number in fellowship, value of o

- church property, day of rnee_tmg, name of pastor and who called

for_next year, names of deacons and their addresses, name: of
Sunday School Superintendent and. address, name of Sunday -
School Secretary and address, number enrolled in Sunday School;

L amount pa1d pastor, amount paid Missionary, amount sent for:

minutes, amount paid out to other expenses, and amount left -
in treasury, Moderator’s name. and address and Clerk’s name’
and address. : ;
. CHURCH LETTPR
Resolved That we instruct the Clerk of this Association to

have printed forms of church letter and to dlstrlbute said form o

to each church of this Association.-

A&SOCIATION MINUTES AND CLERK s 94.1 ARY.
Resolz'ed That the Clerk ‘of thi$ Assoc;atlon be mstructed

to have the Minutes printed 4nd d1str1buted ‘and she be allowed’
*.$10.00 for her services. - A

3\

. T ! ' o L . v
. \
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THAN KS.

Resolued ‘That we -as an Assomauon tender our heartfelt
~thanks to the good people around Cofer’s Chapel for their kind
-~and unbounded hosp1tahty during this sitting’, of th1s Asso-
ciation. ; '

' . Resolved, That we tender our thanks to Bros Stone Austm
-and -Mitchell for their valued services and we 1n\'1te them to
meet with us again in near future. '

Resolved, That we tender our heartfelt thanks to Slsters
Moery and Smlth for their services in regard to tent money.

e
'

"7 REPORT OF COM\HTTEI‘S

DEVOTIO\AL

The Comimittee’ ‘'on Devotional Exercises falled to hand in
a written form of report, but here is their work as best we
: remember. Rev. G. H. Austin preached at 8:00 p. m. Wednes-
‘day; M. S. Crow preached at 11:00 a. m. Thursday; J. E. Hudgens
- preached at 8:00 p. m. Thursday; E.. W. Stone preached at
11:00 a. m. Friday, and G. W. ’\htchell preached at S OO p m.
I‘ndav All at Cofer’s Chapel

SN

e

[

PLTITIO'\'S AND REQUESTS

. We, your Committee on Petitions and Requesta beg leave
"+ to submit the following: That the ordination of Bro. L. B. H.
Green, from- Mt. Zion, and Bro. J. A. Beard, from Craighead,
be deferred until Next Association. WiLLE WALKER.
ool o E .HENRY BINKLEY.
~Joe Gower. .-

Thxs rcport was; handed over to Ordammg Counc1l

.SuxDAY ScHOOL.;

We, your Committee on Sunday School W ork would most
. respectfully submit the following report: Believing as we do
-and asis often said that the Sunday School is the nursery of the
- Curch, where the children of early life are taught and their
young minds and hearts impressed with wholesome Scriptural

~lessons tending to-lead them to the thought that they are:

" 'immortal beings, and that such impressions in Sunday School
_ often brings abundant fruit in the early life, and further, statis-
" tics show that a very. small percentage of persons who are
_brought up in«Sunday School with due care are ever-arraigned
. before the courts of the State on criminal charges, or are incar-

o
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cerated in prison for crime, we would recommend that every
‘church in- the Cumberland Association make a great effort to
organize Sunday Schools, and that the parents not only send but
go to Sunday School themselves and show that the Sunday School
is not merely a place of recreation, but that it is a place where .
they are to learn lessons for time and eternity, and God w11[ _
bless the parents ,the chlldren and the church. :
‘ R. M. LUTER. .
-J.HOLIVER. | -
N. C. PARKER.

LITERATURE. - 3 :
‘As the reading of literature has much to do mth the form-
ing of good character, we urge that our people . guard their
homes more carefully -against. the use of spurious and bad
literature. In addition to the Bible we recommend rehglous
books and papers known to be orthodox and elevating. We
- recommend the Christian Church.and its Institutions by A. D.-
"Williams, as a theological work for our ministers: Also two,
pamphlets, namely, “The Communion .of Saints, Not a Com-
munion .of a Sect,” and~Baptism, Its Modes, Object- and
Duty,” will be found to be very strong arguments on these
ordinances as believed by the Freewill. Bapt1sts The above
books can, be obtained at the office of the I\[es.senger at Owens-
- ville, Ind. :

Realizing the urgent need of church ‘papers bemg t'lken ,
read and used by our denomination, we recommend that Thé

Freewill Baptist, published at Ayden, N. C., and the Messenger,

. published at Owensville, Ind., be ‘endorsed as church papers, -

" as the editors offer space in their columns' for reports of our
meetmgs announcements, obituaries, letters etc. © -, - -

- C.H:!PickLE.
© E. 8. Prurrr. ' -

J.v L. \VELCH.

EDUCATION.
We your committee, beg leave to submit the followmg
' report In this progressive age of advancement we feel it our
duty’ as an’ Association-of the Freewill Baptist to rank with
other denominations in the advancement. of Education, there-
fore we deem it advisable for this body to take some action in
‘the great work. - - We earnestly request that the candidates for::

Cospel -ministry make every effort to obtain an English educa-. -

Ction. We furthermore request that this Association assist all

‘worthy- girls-and boys and women and men in all efforts along -
this line.

. We recommend ‘that we'become united with s1ster Asso-.

' 01at1ons in.the advancement of education: -




. MiNvutEs oF THE CUMBTELAND ASSOCIATION 11

We further recommend that the Moderator of this Associa- ' i
tion appoint a committee of five to investigate and confer with |
sister Associations iy regard to the erection of ‘a school for the ‘

. Free Baptist denomination in ‘order to give our girls and boys,
“women and men, a better chance to advance the cause of Christ
‘and;our denomination. ‘ TR R M

-We further state that it shall be the duty of this committee

to correspond and confer with sistéer Associations and then
- report said correspondence and conferences to the Clerk of this
Association in order.to get a school move started. ;

' . - . .. G.W.FAMBROUGH. .
S « . Mrs. H. P. Smith. *.
' B " BiLLiE PROCTOR.

« ©  OBITUARIES..

"We, your .Committee on Obituaries, submit the following .
report : Dear Brethren—Since our last Association it has pleased
our. Heavenly§ Father to call one of-our ordained ministers, ’
Brother James Nickleson, to-his reward. . Our loss is His gain.
~The Lord knows best and we humbly bow i4n submission. We -
thank?God in our hearts for His:loye and sympathy for us.
¢ Whereas, death has claimed- only a few of our members:
* Resolved,. That we tender to the relatives and friends our )
" sympathy and direct them for comfort and peace to Him who . = |
is too good to do wrong and too wise to err.. . g :
‘ ‘ T ' A.D. Duncan.
L ' . - H. P. Smith.
o o " Georce Hype.»

.

. FINANCE. T o
" We, your committee on Finance, beg leave to make the
following report: We received as follows for  Minutes: Antioch,
$1.00: Bethel, $3.00; Bethlehem, $2.00; Cofer’s Chapel, &B_Z}.OO;
Craigfield, $1.75; Cross Roads, 70c; Greenwocd, $1.00; Heads, "
$3.00; Hickory Grove, 65¢; Hopewell, 75¢; Indian Mound, $2.00;
Miller’s’Chapel, $1.30: Mt. Hermon, $1.50; Mt. Pleasant, $1.21;
" Mt. Zion, $2.00; Newghope, $1.30; Oakwood, $1.50; Oaklawn; -
$2.50; Oakwood,” §$1.60; Olivet, 50c; Paradise -Ridge, $1.00;-
Rock- Spring,5$3.75; Shady Grove, 80c; Smith’s Grove, 31.00;
Spring Hill, $1.05. Total, $39.26.. . J.'T. Newman.
S e - A HubGENs.
e SR , J. E.Syare. .
(I received $1.00 from Brandon’s Chapel and 50 cents from -
Hurricane Chapel since the Association closed; ma‘king a total "
of $40.76.—Clerk.) Lo :
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TE‘VIPFRA’\ICE

We, your Committee on Temperance beg, leave to Submlt

~ the following for your careful consideration: That whereas tem-
‘perance is one of the vital questions that is agitating theiminds
“of our people and the time has come when all lovers¥of the

* Lord Jesos Christ .should show their colors, therefore we &your
- committee, do most earnestly recommend that the Cumberland.
. -Association stand as a unit for the enforcement of the temperance -

. laws as they now stand on. the statute books offour;fairfState;
*and further, that we do earnestly beg our ‘members to use every. .

means in their power’ honestly -and -legitimately to suppress
every vestage of the liquor traffic in any form within the borders
of our fair State; and further in behalf of our children who must

* soon take our plaees on the stage of action, we'favor the exten- .
‘tion of our temperance laws =0 that the field of temperance may
‘not be confined to our own State but that every vestage of the ..

~ vile stuff sold as.a beverage in the United States be suppressed

»and we have instead of State Wide Prohibition, United States -~ - -
Wide. = We would further recommend that our ministers preach ‘

. at 1east one sermon on temperame dzmﬂg the ensuing yeaur.

. ) - Dave DoucLas.
" W..G.'SuLLIVAN.
W, W, DAVIS
o - ; . ]Ino. Gowkr.
-7 M.S.Crow. -

MISSIONS

VVe your Committee on Mmsmns recommend and thmk |

the best thing to do would be to buy a tent, and that this Asso-
ciation appoint a -hoard of three men as a Board{of ‘Managers,

- and shall employ a man to do'such work as they think:best, and

that ‘each preacher shall collect all the money hefcan'and turn

it.over to the to the board, and they shall-use it as they see pro-

per, and that the Assoc1at1on 'be responsible for his support.
: o ot o CoC. CAGLE. v
e "HP. Smit.
o WM RoOGERS.
’ G. H. AusTIn.
D. T. ARMSTRONG. -

(Thls report was adopted and eommlttee discharged, and

‘,then called back again and when put before the house the .

Second tlme 1t was lost, —Clerk ) ‘

ey

. SMTE OF CHURCH , ‘
We your Comrm’rtee on State of Church subm1t the fol-

Y

N
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A

lowmg The general condltron of our’ churches is good there

are, however, a few exceptions... We have a few churches which -

: ‘have ‘had no pastors, and’ but ‘very little ‘ministerial help this .
. year. We earnestly insist that our. ‘Home Missionary- visit

those churches.and that any and all: ~of ‘our preachers assist as -

“J. H: OLIVER.
e DT ARMSTRONG
vy o "MUS. Crow.
S el o BoSrPruers T
SN .00 W. M. RoGERs. !

! SR . R R R R

The '. CHARACTER OF MINISTERS

X

We the commlttee recommend that the Presbytery at

. this sitting appoint a committee of five deacons’ ‘to be located

‘three on north side of; Cumberland River; (one in west, one in

" middle, and one in east) and two on South side, five in all We
recommend that. this committee 1nvest1ga.te the character of

“all ministers and report at the next sitting of Presbytery, and

.dll found Worthy be gn en cards of: recommendatlon cards good

for one year. - o s
- Ministers cothing from other Aesoc1at10ns be requiren to
preach twelve months in our Aseocratron before he gets'a card. .

of recommenda‘mon C R ¢ 2 ‘T, . HARRIS.
VT e 'f‘ . 1CHARLEY DowEerL.
‘ oo o v JouN LAWRENCE.
R TR PIN EE S WL R SwrvT. ~
Too e S - W.H. BINKLEY. -

o GROUPIl\G or CHURCHLS v

: ’We the maJorlty “of your Stdndrng Commlttee dppomted
- last year, find‘that the churches cannot be'grouped under our-
\preqent Constitution. ', We recommend :that the Association

take such steps as they see proper in-grouping the’ churches

oy . J. D.Surrivax.

H.E. ’VIURPHEY

The Acsocmtron adjourned to meet with Mt. Zion, Cheat-
“ham county, Tenn:, on VVednesday, before the ﬁrst Sunday in
October 1912, at 10 OO a: m. : . -

j E.HUDG LNS MODFRATOR
MRS H.P. SMITH, CLERK.

\

i

BN ~ - H. P.SMITH. P
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Annital ﬁrpﬁhgtnry

The Annual Presbytery convéned on r’()th day of September .

at theé close of Association. Presbytery was' called to order by :

Moderator J. L. Welch, and J. H. Oliver as Clery.

W. W. Davis was elected Moderator to take J. L \Velch S
place, and J. H. Oliver was re-elected Clerk. :

The following were appomted as Ordalnmg Council by.
Moderator: J. E. Hudgins, G, W. Fambrough, D T Armstrong,
John Lawrence and J. L. Welch. ,° : ’

Report of Clerk received in regards to the credentlals of
J. E. Powers, G. E. Steppee, W. M. Brummit. Clerk demanded

- credentials and they failed to hand them in. -~ .

Report of Committee on Character of . Mm1s‘rers read and'
adopted according to Association.” & . . N

G. W. Fambrough was elected Clerk and ordered to rewrlte :
the credentials of J."H. Oliver and C. H. Pickle. : '

Ordaining Council made the following report:

Brother G. M. Pruitt wa duly examined. We, your Coun-
cil, recommend that he continue to. study so he can stand a, ‘
. satrsfactory examination. ‘

Brother J. ‘A. Beard was duly examlned "and we would o

. recommend that he continue to study that he may be prepared

to meet the requirements of our Constltutron and the belief of" - .

'the Freewill Baptist Church. . :
_ Brother Houston Green was duly exammed and we ﬁnd '
" him to he studying to prove himself worthy to defend the
ministry, and that we would recommend him' to study and
preach as a Christian until he be able to defend the doctrine
of our Fdlth : ~~ '].E. HupcIns. -
' o D. L. ARMSTRONG.
J. L. WELCH.
J. R. LA“ RENCE.
G. W. FAMBROUGH.
Ad]()urned to meet at the, close of next Annual Association.

W. W. DAVIS, MODERATOR.
] H. OLIVER CLERK. ‘
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o L Btamnz

Antloch——_]ames Baker \V R. Swift, R V. Walker.
- Bethel—G, W. Fambrough, W. E. Fambrough W. J. Bobbit.

. Bethlehem—W. H. ankley,] H. Felts Ww. T Sanders

_"Brandon’s Chapel—Not knovxn

.. Charity—No intelligence.

Cofer’s Chapel— Jerry Sullivan, R Manners Edoar Parker ] R.
Parkeson.

" Craigfield—J. D. Sulh'van ] A Beard 7

Cross Roads—- .George Murrel, Will Crow o

'Greenwood—'W D. Dowell, C. T Dowell

Good Sprmg—No intelligence. '

Harpeth leley——No intelligence.

Heads—]. J. Gower, John Lavxren(e R. R Go“er H. J Head.

~ Hickory Grove—V. N. Corben, A. J. Myatt.
Hopewéll—]. G. Graham, J. T. Davrson /
Hurricane Chapel—Not known. = . ¢ -

. Indian Mound—W T. Vaughan, .W. H Oh\er
‘ "Maple leley—\Io intelligence.

" Miller’s Chapel—H. T. Mayfield, W J ‘\I111er
' Mt. Hermon—E. P. Woods, W. J. Deavers
Mt. Pleasant—C. C. Cagle, Charley ngs

- Mt. Zion—]. T. I\Jewman 3. T. Harris, AL Rediker, H. V Aber- t

, nathy. -

‘New Hope——] J Felts, James chkﬁ .

Oak Grove—No mtelhrrenw \ ‘

. Oakland—]Joe Carter.’
Oaklawn—Samuel Balthrop, Boss Neckelson .
Oak\\ood—Wm w. Clmard J. R. Mayo, S R. Jan.kson '
Ohvet—-] T. Allen, H. D. Flhott ,
Paradise Ridge—No intelligence. C L
" Pleasant Hill—No intelligence.

" Rock. Spring—~-’\10t known.

Scott’s Chapel-——No intelligence.

"Shady Grove—Hardy Phelts, Bill \Ia;ors

- Smith’s Grove——]ames Smith, Dick Smxth
.Sprmg Hill—A. L. Lane, James Sm11ey .

' tony Point—]. E. Williams, C. W. W, aymck :

Walnut Grove—No. intelligence. :
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L . Beports of Ministers

A. D.' DuNcan.

I bave 3 churches in charge; sermons preached, 197; con-
" version$ witnessed, 123. Received into churches, 32; Baptized,
24; miles traveled, 2,830; marriages solemnized, 1. Received
from Indian Mound for 10 months, $75.00; received rfom Olivet
for 8 months, $74.60: received  from, Scott’s: Chapel, $40.00;
received for work in Stone Association, $30.00; received from
Bethel Church, $19.43; received as presents, $13. 00; received
from other sources, $5. 3 OO total recelpts, 2304.03.

_ ‘ A D. DUNCAN

W. M. ROGERS

Fleven months work of 1911 Money received, 5378" 03
miles traveled, 5,509; sermons preached, 250; conversmns 1(»

Most of my work has been on the streets.
W. M. ROGERs

;I »/

D.T. ARMSI RONG.

. Head's Churdl—Recel‘Jed into the church,.3; baptlzed 3;
received for services, $100.75. OQaklawn (‘hurch——Recewed 1nto a
church, 15; baptized,{15; received for services, $73.50. Bethel
~Church—Received into church, '8; baptized, 7; received -for’
~ services, $106.80. Rock Sprmg—Recewod none; baptized none;
' received for services, $30.00. Churches -in charge, 4; sermons
~ preached,” 150; prayers in homes, 43; homes visited unknown '
miles traveled unknown; marriages solemnized, 2; funerals

~ conducted, 12. . My work is'in very good condition. Received
' for services outside, $25.50. . - D.T. ARMSTRONG

J. A: CLAXTON.

Oakwood Churcn—Recened into church 10; baptued 3;
eceived for services, $104.00. _Greenwood —Received  into
church, 11; baptized, 5; received for services, $102.00. Hoper
Well—Recelved into church, 6; baptized, 4; received for services,

. $50.60. . Churches in charge 3; prayers in homes, 34; homes °
visited, 180; miles traveled, 1,_04 funerals preached, 8. .My
work is in good condition. - , J. A. CraxTon:

R ) . ) ———yh- [ . t
W. G. SuLLIVAN. ; 3
Churches in charge, 3; sermons preached unknown; chnver-
4 . N N

\
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éio.ns \vitnessed 12; received into church 30; funerala conducted,
S; miles traveled ] ,050; recerved for services, $35.05. .
. : ) VV G SULLIVAV

—
J. R ELLIOTT

I haven't ‘any churches in charge my time has been given
to evangelistic work and assisting pastors. Have been happy
and blessed of God in the service. :Sermons preached 57; con- -

.

versions witnessed, 18; received into.church, baphzed 4
~ received for services, SS‘?O 00. S ] R. ELLIOTT
J W AYERS

' I have'nt any churches in charg " Have preached around
at ‘different ‘places filling appointments for others." Kept no
- account of work only amount received, which is respectable:
: : L JoW. AYRES

. T H. OLIVFR

Churches in’ charge 1; <ermons preached G0; funerals con-
~.ducted, 1; conversions wrtnesced 16; miles traveled 550; amount
received as follows: Pleasant H111 “,57 00; Oakwood, $9. 45 Green-
wood, $20.10. - Bro. George Harris, $4. OO Smith’s Grove $2.20;
total, $42.75. k ] H. O1 IVER. :

——— e i

J L. WELCH

Churches in charge 1; sermons preached, 9; prayer meetings’ .
conducted; 25; conversions witnessed, 25; received into church,
-29; baptlzed 15 funerals conducted, 13; marriages solemnized, .
8; ‘received from Cofer’s Chapel, $1§9 83 for assisting other -
‘pastors, $50.70; total, $240.55. T L./VVELCH.

‘

Z!{npnrt of Licentiates

(.M. PRUITT ;
" Sermons | preached, 58; funerals conducted 33 conversrons
\Vltnessed 25 mrles traveled -585. - G M. PRUITT o

JoE GOWER

Ha\ ing no regular work and coming out of <chool in May, I
have-been domg what I could for the Master. Sermons preach-
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ed, 22; prayer meetings conducted; 9; lecturés delivered, .7;
homes visited, 99; received for services, $14.32. T hope to have
regular work next year. ' Joe Gower.

| L ’A‘ BE'A;RD'

Havmg no churches in charge, my time das been given in

assisting pastors. Have been happy and blessed of God in the

- service. Conversxons witnessed, 17; amount. received, $26.00.

L. A, BEARD.

il{ppnrt'nf ﬁnme,mizﬁinnarg DA

'
i

“E. 8. PRUI’I"I . o

L Sermons preached, 335; conversions mtnessed 538 recened L

into church, 185; baptized, 102} miles traveled 6,045; marriages
solemnized; 2; funerals conducted 3. Recelved from churches
as Missionary 'money: Oakwood, $7.40; Ol1vet $6.95; Craig-
field, $4.00; Pleasant Hill, $4.25; Ind1an Mound $6 00; chkory

’ Grove %2. 05,Mt Zion, 9.00; Mt. Pleasant, $4.15; Shady Grove,

$5.20; Cofer’s’ Chapel, paid'by E. Parker, $1.20.\ ‘Revivals— -

Hillsdale, $18.00; Big Rock, $50.00; Olivet, $49.85; Scott’s

Chapel, $14.00; Hurricane Chapel, $5. 7o Pleasant H111 $10.00;:
Harpeth. Valley, $6.10; Shady Grove, -$25.00; Lillie’s Bluﬂ
$45.00; Indian Mound, $3.35.  Work in Stone Association—
Cookv1lle $35.00; Allen’s Chapel, $25.00; New Harmony, $50.00;

- Cane Creek, $12. 55 Free Union, $38.00; Post Oak Shade ‘$30. 00 o
. Curr’s, $40.00; Cumberland C1ty, $3. ()0 total, $510. 80.- - - .

+E. S PRUIIT

- Report of ﬁrtazuter‘ 2

o

~To amount from last report........ e ©....$10 20
" Tosale of Discipling...........i..0... oo 150
To amount received from J. H. Oliver............. L. 638
To amount receu ed frorn J. W.D. Shannon....... PR 90
Total amount in treasury. R S S .&b"() 63

Respectfully submitted,

 G.W. FAMBROUGH Treasurer
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"ntttrﬁ Jfrnm Stztcr Azznttattnnz

TENNESSEE RIVER ASSOCIA’I.‘ION‘ ,

- We the Freewill Baptlst in Tennessee R1ver Association

send “greetings to the Brethren composing the .Cumberland -

, Association. . We send .our beloved Brother G. ‘W. Mitchell to

.- represent our Tennessee River Assoc1at10n at- Cumberland -

“Association when convened with Cofer’s - Chapel Nashville,

' Tenn., on Wednesday, before the first Sunday in October, 1911.

The Tennessee River Association met, with Pleasant Grove

Church, Harden county, Tenn.; on Thursday before third Sunday -

in September.. Was represented by 16 churches, -12 ministers,
total membership represented 707. We received two churches
by petitionary letter and reinstated 3 run down churches. No

. report of church property-was made.  Our next. Association
will meet at South. Green Hill Church, Lauderdale” county,
. Alabama, six miles south of St. Joe, on Thursday before third

* Sunday in September, 1912, Any.information desired. ‘may be
had by correspondmg with Rev.-G. W. Mitchell, Florence, Ala.
' Rev. G.W. MITCHELL, Moderator
W.. H. McKiNNEY, -
Clerk of Tennessee River Assoc1at10n

v
P

v [ —

\an UMO\ ASSOCIATIO\I

We the Commlttee appomted by the New Umon Assocm-‘

tion ., of - United Freewill ‘Baptist sendeth this frlendly letter

greeting the Cumberland ‘Association of Freewill Baptist when

convened with ‘Cofer’s Chdpel Church, Nashville, Tenn:, in
October, 1911. Dear Brothers and stters—- t is our hearty
_ desire to be with you in your meeting and Godly deliberations,
" but sickness will not admit. Our prayers are. w1th you. . Our

Association ‘is. small and weak. 'We desire to open.up cor-

- 'respondence with you. Brethren we stand in need of help:
We invite any of your preachers to come ‘among us- and preach

for us. Our preachers are unable to carry on the work success- .

_ fully. We have six preachers, six weak churches, all on the:-

- back ground ‘decreasiig instead of 1ncrea=1ng Some of .our.
churches - have ‘not had a sermon this’ year. We have been - ‘
. unable to preach any.. Brethren pray for us.. Our Association "

meets next September, 1912. - ELDER M. CurrTsg,
‘ S o E. E. TERRELL,
.. Liberty, Tenn. - _ . Commlttee
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- (!Iljitrrhm and @;hgir iﬁrlégatez ) .

Antioch—W. R. Swift, A..M. Wall. . - ,
Bethel—Mrs. W. S. Nrcholson ] -E. Smith, ] I Simmons, R. S ' .
‘ Nicholson.
Bethlehem—W. H. Bmkley, J. R. Mason, Cleveland Harrrs ‘

J. H. Harrington, Alternate. = , e
Brandon’s Chapel—]J. B. Burke, W P Luton. T .
Charity—No intelligence.. -~ ’ s
_Cofer’s Chapel—George Pruitt, Mrs. E. S. Pruitt, Nancy Parker
. Tennie Benton, Mary Weaver Alternate.
Craigfield—W..S. Tidwell, Jerry Sullivan. »
. Cross Roads—O. B: Call, ‘Arthur Work. : I
‘Good Spring—No 1ntelllgence { |
. Greenwood—Hattie Dowell, Beulah Nelson Angehne Roney,-‘

[

Alternate. . _ ‘
Harpeth Valley—No mtelhgence ' ' ' o C
Heads—G. W. Stack, H E:: Murphey, G. M Hyde Joe Go“er e

"~ Alternate. e

. Hickory Grove—W. M. Murrel J. Lyle Alternate :
Hopewell—Clarence Thurman, S. T. VVelch L B. Bowlmg
Hirricane Chapel-—J. W. Tummins." .
Indian Mound—DMrs. C. A. Moery, Mr. and ’\Irs H p. Sm1th
Maple Valley—No intelligence. : o ;
Miller’s Chapel—W. S. Simpson, J. H. Sutton Ce ( ;o
Mt. Hermon—E. P. Wood, W. G, Deaver.  ~." , S
"Mt. Pleasant—L. P. Abernathy, C. C. Cagle. - / o .
- Mt. Zion—]Joe C.:Perry, Henry Blnkley, D. N. Douglas A L‘
: Binkley, Alternate. " RN
. ;New Hope—Arthur Harris, w. ] Culwell Trrce Enms Alt.
Oak Grove—No 1ntelllgence Ny ‘
Oakland—A. ‘A. Dickerson, A, V. Carney . L
- Oaklawn—W. H. Walker, Sister- Williamson Walker,
Oakwood—R. P. Luter, W.-W. Clinard, B. E. Harrrs Alt
. Olivet—H. D. Elliott, _] T. Allen.
- Paradise Ridge—No 1ntelhgence ' ‘ ‘ RS ;
. Pleasant Hill—No intelligence. - L
© Rock Spring—John Nelson, W. D, Procter J. B Hageuood Alt. .
.Scott’s Chapel—No intelligence.
- Shady Grove—J. A. Major, W. B. Felts, Della Pool.
' Smith’s Grove—J. M. Smith, Bob Phrlhps ‘Henry. Abney, Alt.
- Spring Hill—Lee Lain, Dave Smiley.
. Stoney ‘Point—Sister 'A. W. W1111ams ;
© Walnut Grove—No intelligence. = - \ o .
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Addresses of Ministers

Armstrong, D. T., Thomasville, Tenn.

Ayers, J. W., Ashland City, Tenn. )

Brake, J., Cumberland City, Tenn., R. l

Brown, W. A., McClean Station, Nashv111e Tenn:, R.7.

© Boyte, G. W., Joelton, Tenn. "

Castile, W. M., Bumipus Mills; Tenn.

Chadwick, J. A., Dickson, Tenn

Claxton, J. A., 1415 Delta ave., Nash\llle ’I‘enn

Crow, M. S., Charlotte Tenn., R. 2. '

Davis, W. W., Ashland City. -

Donnegan, T. J., Dickson, Tenn;, R. 5. T

Duncan, A. D., 1624 Arthur ave., N. Nashvﬂle, Tenn.-k

Elliott, J. R., Hickory Point, Tenn.

TFree, E. M., Bumpus Mills, Teni. L

Gardner, J. W., 12th ave. N|, ‘Nashville, Tenn _

Hazlewood, Thos., Jordonia, Tenn.

Holt, S. B. B., Jordonia, Tenn.

Horner, J. N., Dickson, Tenn.

‘Haliburton, W. D., Cumberland City, Tenn

Hudgens J. E., Ashland City, Tenn., R 1.

- Hunt, G. W., Nashville, Tenn.

Miles, E. T., Pardue, Tenn.

Myatt, S. A., Dickson, Tenn.

Oliver, J. H., Indian Mound, Tenn. L

- Pickle, C. H., White’s Creek, Tenn. . :
Pruitt, E. S., Beuna Vista st. N., Nashville, Tenn..

" Rogers, W. M., 1715 Hamburg st. Nashvﬂle, Tenn

Sullivan, W. G, ngo Tenn., R. ‘7

VVagoner W. B., Erin, Tenn.

W'elch _] L., laOS N. 12th ave., Nashvﬂle Tenn

LICENTIATFS

,Beard L.-A, Bon Aqua, Tenn., R. 1.
Burgess Al ] Tennessee City, Tenn.’
Gower, Joe, Cedar Hill, Tenn., R. 3.

" Hagewood, W. T, Hamble, Tenn. -

Pruitt, G. M., North Nashville, Ten.., 'R 6
“Green, L. B H. ]oelton Tenn. ,

a0 . v
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?ytﬁdé[ﬁ nf Iilairh . S

‘ ARTICLE 1. We beheve in ‘one true and l1v1ng God the

- Father, the Son and Holy Ghost

ART. 2 We believe that ‘the Scr1ptures of the Old Testa— ,

‘ment are the words of Divine Insp1rat1on .given to Abraham’s

children; and that the New Testament contams the only proper
rules for the faith of the’ Chr1st1an churches. ™ Pooo
. ArT. 3. We believe in the depravity of man, and man’s

“'1nab111ty to recover. hxmself from h1s fallen cond1t1on W1thout a
_ Divine Mediator. :
. “ArT. 4. We believe. that the Lord: ]esus Chrrst accordmg;‘

to the Scriptures, suffered- and d1ed upon-the cross, and thereby
made full atonement for every. human belng, and by His obe-
dient life, satisfactory death and tnumphant resurrectlon and
glorious ascension, ever advocatrng at His Father s throne, hath

~ brought in- everlastlng salvatlon for. every smner “that Wlll_

repent, believe and obey His Word
ART 5. We, believe that ‘rhe fa1thful Chr1stlan Wlll never. -

fall from Grace; notw1thstand1ng we believe in the free moral k

agency of man-after justification, and there is a p0851ble danger

. of falling into sin and belng finally lodt;

AET. 6. We. believe according to the Scrlptures Paul's’

f Jetter to'the Hebrews, 6th Chapter, lst to.7th verses, that after

.. a'man has been partaker of the Holy Ghost, if he shall fall from - /

grace, it 1s 1mposs1ble to ever renew him agam unto repentance

.or restore hlm again unto the favor ‘of God.

ArrT. 7. We beheve Bapt1sm and the Sacrament of the

“Lord’s Supper and the. xwashmg of the saint’ s feet, are all ord1-; -
_mances ordained and instituted by our Lord Jesus Chnst and
* thattrue believers are the only proper subJects and the proper

mode of baptism is immersion; and that it 1s—the duty of believers

‘to attend these ordinances. -
ART. 8. We believe in-the general Judgment and the joys' ~

of the rlghteow‘ and that the punlshment of the w1cked W1ll be
eternal ‘ .




N

<24~ - MINUTES OF THE CUMBERLAND ASSOCIATION

" ART. 9. We believe, according to the Scriptures: 1st' Cor:. .
10: 16, that each individual, -having been.induced into the :
ngdom of Chist by an opérative 1nﬁuence of the Holy Ghost, .
and havmg faith to'exercise the free d1ctat10ns of his own con-'
smence, is in commumon w1th saints. Y '(

"ArT. 10. We believe.in 'the:justification of 1nfants by the
1mputed nghteousness of Jesus Christ, in.a passive state and )
thereby adoptlng them he1rs of His K1ngdom i

1

e - (Euuer’nment \anh Cunstitution

» ARTICLE l Each church in this Assoc1at10n shall be ent1t1ed:
to one delegate and one additional delegate for every one hun-
" dred members or fract1on thereof ‘ ' ‘

2. In the letter from -each church shall be expressed the
number received by . experience, letter, -recommendation, res-
toration, number drsmrssed by letter, excluded died: s1nce last
Association, and ‘the total number. entolled. . Also give, name
T of present ‘pastor and one called for ‘ensuing, year, names of .
deacons and- their, addresses, names of Sunday School Superin-

tendent and Secretary and addresses enrollment of Sunday
-School, and also amount collected since last Association, and - -

- amount paid out to pastor, to missionary, to Minutes, and to
any other expenses may have had, and amount left i in treasury. .
‘3. This Association shall possess no power to 1nfr1nge on
‘the inherent right of: churches. A .
4. This A35001at10n, when convened, shall be governed by“
a regular and proper code of rules, which they are authorrzed '
‘to establish. for themselves. = - - . SR
5. They- may elect a- Moderator, Secretary and Treasurer
 from among themselves, and they shall hold therr ofﬁces until
thexr successors are elected ' :
BN N(.W churches may be received 1nto the union; Who shall
‘petition by letter or deleoate, if ‘they have been regularly organ- '
‘ ized upon a profession of .our: faith in the Lord Jesus Chrxst and
.are walking according to the gospel order. . .
7. Every miotion made and seconded shall come. under the
cons1derat10n of the Assoc1at1on except w1thdrawn by consent

P . . . . e
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8. T hlS Assoc1at10n shall furmsh each church with minutes
of their proceedmgs in proportion to the amount of money sent.
by each churcli; and in ocder to enable the Association to print’
their minutes, it is expected that each church will send up such’

- sums of money as they think proper, and when received shall

be placed in the hands of a trustee appointed for that purpose,"

‘and may be disbursed by order of the Association.

‘9. For the .purpose of: ordaining ministers of the gospel .

* and deacons wi'ho shall come with recommendations from their
. churches, and try all ordained members for unchristian conduct,
their shall be an annual Presbytery, which shall convene at

the close of the Association at the same time and. place ‘Said
Presbytery shall consist of ordained members present and they.

shall elect a Moderator and Clerk from among themselves for
the time being, who shall hold their offices until their successors
‘are elected. It shall be the duty of said Presbytery to examine .
all applicants for ordination sent up with the recommendations
- from their churches composing this Association; if found com-

. petent, shall ordain and set them apart for the work by prayer
- and laying.on of hands. Said Presbytery shall have full power
" to try all ordained members for unchristian conduct, and"" on

testimony their decision shall be valid.
10. It shall be the duty of each minister who shall orgamze

- a church to ordain deacons for the same Also, his-'duty to
‘ ordaln deacons where a vacancy occurs in his charge.

- 11. No person shall be ordained until he can fill the require-
ments,of Paul’s letter to Timothy, Chapter III; and this shal]
be tested by.the Presbytery. Said Presbytery shall have full
power to propound Scriptural questions as they. see proper.
and all candldates shall be requlred to answer them satisfac-

12. This Association may exclude from 1ts body any church
that walks disorderly or teaches heresy.

- 13. All questions coming before this Assocxatlon shall ‘be
determined by-a majority, except excluded - churches, which - -
shall receive-the concurrence of two-thirds. '

14, Representatwes from five churches shall constifute a

‘quorum for the transaction of business, and no- busxness shall

be transacted without a quorum. .
15, The minutes of thls Association shall be read before
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them and corrected if need be and swned by the Moderator

- and attested by the Clerk.

16. This Association mé.y adJourn at any time and place

it may think proper, so as. to conﬁne it among the churches

composing the same.

17. Amendments may: be made to thls form of government

at any time by a maJorlty of the members present composmg
the AsSociation voting in behalf of the amendment..

, 18. When this Association .shall have convened, it is the. .
_privilege of all ordained members belonglng to the Cumberland )
- Association of Freewill Bapt1sts to sit in counc11 with .us and’

" propose resolutions commg “before thrs body as though they

. on any- one.subject, mthout leave of a ma;onty of the Asso- ‘_,(

were delewated by the church.”

3

. Rules of Derormmt '

This Association shall"-be opened by Singing and prayer

‘Only one person shall speak-at a time. All addresses. made by

the members shall be ‘made.to the Moderator, and the person
addressing shall arise to his feet.'
The brother shall not be mterrupted ‘during his speech by

- any one except the Moderator, except he v1olates order. The
person thus speakmrr shall str1ct1y confine himself to the subJect_

in debate, nor cast any personal reflections toward any member

_of this body who has ‘spoken previously.

No person shall be allowed to speak more than three times

ciation. - : .
.No person shall laurrh or Wh1sper in time of pubhc speakmg
'No member shall absent “himself without leave from the .

» Assoc1at10n Members’ shall use the w ord * brother” or “breth-
. ren” in all debates ; o j : e

The names of the members of this body shall be enrolled

.by the Clerk, and called over ‘as-often as necessary,. prov1ded

a call'be made by a member of the Association.
No.member shall speak longer than fifteen mmutes at any
time without leave of the Moderator. . ‘

.
FE

Any member wha shall \Vllfully and kno“ mgly v1olate any
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of these rules shall be reported by the \Ioderator and be subJect

o the censure of the. ‘Association.

Adopted in Council, this Saturday before the ﬁrst Lord’s

v day in October, 1867 as a. standmg decorum, though subJect

B to rev151on by a maJorrty of members Votlng for rev1s1on

T

‘ Z!Ihv (ﬁnwer :Hamtly anh ﬁmtnrtml Bata nf the
s @umherlanh Aszsoriation nf .llrme -
TR Mtll Eﬁaptuatz
L (AséL}me'hc_m{ TxMEs :AND THE .YR_"osE‘}iTsoxy ‘co'u,foY 'Na.ws.)
; The Gower family from Wthh two. of the most promlnent
'members of the Freewill Chrrstlan Baptist Church in Middle

Tennessce springs, namely," erson L. Gower’ and son, ]ames
" “W. Gower, were of: Scotch- II‘lSh - decent, ‘that one noble race

- of people: from Wthh so! many 1llustr10us men and women have:
sprung. They emrgrated to North Carohna in Colonial days,
» sometune durlng th'e latter: half of ‘the 18th- century, from -
o England We give a sketch of- thelr emigrating ‘and setthng
"g'_m Tennessee that we find in a h1story of “Methodrsm in Ten-

" nessee,” by Dr. McFerrm , : Lo
L ““Abbel Gower came to Tennessee in 1778 w1th the famlly
5’, of Gen. Robertson ‘He had a_ wlft five. sons and four daughters.
. One son-was shot andikrlled on the way by the Indians. A
daughter was wounded but recovered. Three of the brothers,
“Elisha, Russell, and Wllham professed religion and united with

‘ " the Methodist in' 1801. They all became. preachers withinn

one.year after thexr conversion. -Abel Gow er and his son Elisha,

' were murdered. by the Indlans a few years after they settled in
‘Tennessee (w] hich, se‘rtlement ‘was made where Nashyille now-
~stands.. Abel Gower was grandfather of ~Wilson 1) - They
" were killed’ \Vhlle bringing corn from the'mouth 'of Stone River,

" to Nashville. Russell Gower settled on the Cumbetland River:
at What is now’ known' as Gower’s Island. He served the

‘ church as a local preacher for thirty years. - Elisha also settled ‘
* on the Comberland Rn er north side-of Gowers Island He
: contmued to labor as a local preacher for forty years ~These :
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" brothers both’ brought up ldrs;re ‘families, .all of whom became_
members of the Methodist church. Oné of Russell’s sons’ is
now a Baptlsu preacher. (This was written during the ﬁftxes'
and this son was Wilson L:) William Gower settled on the
south side of the Cumberland  not far from the island about
nine miles from Nashville, in the year 1800. He was born on
-the 6th of October, 1776. Twenty four-years- after, was mar-
" ried’ to’ Charlotte Rleves, a niece. of Mrs. Gen. Robertsons
" Soon ‘after his*conversion he began to exhort, indeed, to call
sinners to repentence,” and’ was- immediately licensed.. In a
short space of time, as has been seen, he was licensed to preach
"and continued so half a century to to1l as a minister of Christ.

.He died on the 11th of October, 1851.. Mr. Gower’s house was-

a preaching place for forty years.” There is now a church on
his land known ‘as Gower’s Chapel.- There has been a church-
.organized for more than-a half century in- that ne1g>hborhood ,
Some of ‘the, descendants of this venerable man.are pillars. in
the church., to th1s day. ‘Wilson L. Gower was born i in Davidson
county, near Gower’s Island, November 19th, 1793. ~ His
~father, Russell Gower, emlgrated from North Carolina in 1778
and located w here Nashville now stands when there was nothing
there but a pioneer fort He was an active minister in the’
Freewxll Baptist -Church for fifty years. He organized the
following churches, all of which still stand.as a monument to
- his memory except one: Charity, Heads, Mt. Zion, Good. Spring,
Bethlehem, Liberty, and Rock Springs.. He first, united with
Concord Association, composed of Robertson 'VVllSOl’l Stewart
' and ‘Davidson counties. - About 1838, there arose a dissension
in the Association about the Institution of the Sacrament of
the “Lord’s Supper.” . The majority of members coutendmg
for restricted or church communion, whereupon Wilson L. was
.joined in the fight against close . communion by, Rev. Robert
. Heaton, who lived for many years ‘and died at Ashland C1ty,
where Capt. J. J. Lenox. now, lives. . His sainted dust sleeps
‘in Forest Hill - .Cemetery at that place ‘Not ‘being able to
.consmentlously subscribe to the tenet of close communion they'
. presented. a petition asking permission to organize, which was
;granted, and in 1841 they organued an Association that became
. known as the “Separate Baptist,” for having separated from’ -
_'the Concord Association.: This :Association was composed - of -




the followmg churches Heads Good Sprmgs Lowes Robertson :

county; Blue Spnnos Charlty, Old Liberty, Old Zion, Davidson

. county; Sullivan in Wilson county, and Liberty in Stewart -
. county. About 1851 they added to their name “‘Freewill” and
were known as ‘“‘Freewill Separate Baptists.”” - Wilson Gower

was a mighty, man in the Scriptures in’ his day. While his

/hterary attainment. was limited, he possessed 1arge ‘common’

sense, and sound piety, good judgment, and a burning zeal for
the salvation of souls and the promotion of “God’s Kingdom™”
*in the earth. -This coupled with considerable native ability
_anda mind very well trained in theology, and entirely orthodox,
~ made. h1m one. of the leading men of the connection of his time.
He \\as a fearless.and able chdmplon of the Liberal Baptist
, cause Thus full of years and a life ripe with achievements for

the Master’s, he died’ in the faith. But his w orks still follow

him and no doubt many w111 rise up in_the “Great Day” and
call him blessed. He fell asleep on October 20th, 1865.

' His son, James W. Gower, was born August 30th N"l
professed faith in Christ at Head's Church in 1855, and was soon
after licensed to preach. by the church which Tholy ca.llmU he
continued to obey until his death'in all about 31 years.

He. mamed at an ‘early age and became the father of ten
chlldrenw—seven boys and- three girls, all of whom are 11\'1nur
e‘{cept one, all members of the Freewill Baptist Church except
one, and all have grown up and raised ordinarily large families,

and all live in the 14th civil district of Robertson county, except -

T two, ]ohn and-Mrs. Buck Nlckols who live near Port Royal in
‘Montgomery county. Some years after the Civil War, the
word ‘‘Separate” was dropped from the name ‘and they were
knovm again as ‘Freewill Baptist.”

MINUTES OF THE CUMBERLA\'D AssoCIATION © ¢+ . 29

A sketch of the Cumberland Assocutxon W ould not be m.

anywise ccmplete without the mention of the names and achieve-
ments of Rev Rose, George and. Stewart and many other
Baptist w orthles who have gone to their rewards long before

this humble gcmbe became a member of the, —\ssomatlon Those -

veterans of the cross-did a mlghty work for God as an uplifting,
civilizing and soul-saving power in the land,.in those “good old

days’ of camp-meetings and brush arbors, when people went.

to church to worship God. But those methods have ceased to
- he practical and eflective and our beloved connection must
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catch the spirit of, progress and mlsswns and fall in hne with

other evangelical denominations and assist in the great “ork

of brlngmg the world to Christ. Some few - years since the o
© ““Stone  Association of Christian Bapt1st” (lying - éast’ of: ’rhe

Cumberland Assoc1at1on) de51red through their deleg,ates to
unite the two Assocratlons, and not being willing to ‘give up
their name, and the Cumberland not being willing, the two were -
united, making both Assoc1a.tlons the “Freewill Christian Baptist
Church of "Christ,” and thus our. name. was changed again.
While some of the brethren are very zealous for the Traditions - .

-of the Elders, I contend we'are nothing but Freewill. Baptist.

There are fourteen Associations and yearly meetings in Ten- ‘
nessee, representmg a membership- of possibly from 30,000 to
40,000, who are virtually a unit on doctrlne and policy, but the

. thing’ we so.much need is organic ‘union.. The Cumberland

Arssocw.twn has grown untll it includes 3" churches and 28
ministers.” Ifs churches are situated in Cheatham, Robertson,

‘Montgomery, Stewart, Dickson, Houston  and ~Humphreys

counties. Some - of the brethren of the. Assocrauon think it

should be divided, but,we& think not yet but pray to send us .
consecrated talent . We should have a pubhshmg interest and _
theological school at Ashland City. It is not a matter of . -

whether such a thing is practlcal or not but will we establish
and sustain such an enterprise. Ashland is in the heart of the

Association, with all the natural elements necessary for the .

success of such an enterprxse, and there are enough men in the

~bounds of the Association with means who belong to the denomi-
: Anatlons to make it a success. - Respectfully, :

G. V. FreEY.
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. . Notire
I will have ready by first of July printed forms of Church
Lette:, and’ will. endeavor to send each church a form, but-in .
case you'don't receive a form p]ease wnte me at Indian Mound .
and 'your church will receive a form before- Association meets.
will also have blank forms for ministers to make their Teports .
on and will be plea <ed to send a form to each minister in our ‘ :
-"Assoc1at10n " RENA SmrrH, Clerk, or
\ 7. Mrs: H. P. Smrrh,
B Indian Mound, Tenn.
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