
MINUTES 

of the 

ONE HUNDRED Ai'lD SEVENTH ANNUAL SESSION 

of the 

Cumberland Association 

Free Will Baptists 
of 

TENNESSEE 

which convened with 

Cedar Hill, Tennessee 

OCTOBER 11-12. 1950 



MINUTES 

of the 

ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTH ANNUAL SESSION 

of the 

Cumberland Association 

Free Will Baptists 
of 

TENNESSEE 

which convened with 

HEAD'S CHURCH 

Cedar Hill, Tennessee 

OCTOBER 11-12, 1950 

The next annual session of this Association will be held at the 
Goodsprings Church on Wednesday and Thursday before the third 
Sunday in October, 1951. 



DIRECTORY OF ASSOCIATION 

OFI◄'ICERS 

Moderator, Rev. E. A. Craft, 4609 Illinois Avenue, Nashville, 
Tennessee. 

Assistant Moderator, Rev. Adam Scott, 321 Chesterfield Avenue, 
Nashville, Tennessee. 

Acting Clerk, Mrs. Byron Ross, Ashland City, Tennessee. 

Assistant Clerk, Rev. Charles Craddock, 3609 Richland Avenue, 
Nashville, Tennessee. 

Treasurer, Mr. J. B. Reding, Route 2, Adams, Tennessee. 

Program Committee, J. L. Welch, E. A. Craft, C. F. Bowen. 

BOARDS 

Education and Literature-Bayless McDonald, J. B. Reding, 
Mrs. J.E. Frazier. 

F. W. B. Home for Children-Oliver Chambers, W. E. Coville, 
Sidnel Henry. 

Foreign Missions-G. \V. Hunt, Howard Walker, Rev. C. B. 
Thompson. 

Home Missions-Rev. William Mishler, Chairman; Rev. J. B. 
Parsons, Secretary; Rev. Adam Scott, Treasurer; Rev. J. L. Mc­
Intosh and Mr. Garner Caldwell. 

Superannuation-Mr. Elmer Felts, Rev. W. B. Davenport, Rev. 
C. A. Craft, Miles Gower and J. B. Reding. 

Treasurers to whom various funcis are to be sent: 

Education-Rev. Henry Melvin, 3609 Richland Avenue, Nash­
ville, Tennessee. 

Foreign Missions-Rev. Winford Davis, Monett, Missouri. 

Superannuation-Mr. Elmer Felts, 1711 Seifried Street, Nash­
ville, Tennessee. 

F. W. B. Home for Children-Mr. I. L. Stanley, Supt., Route 9, 
Greenville, Tennessee. 

Home Missions- Rev. Adam Scott, 321 Chesterfield Avenue, 
Nashville, Tenn. 



ASSOCIATION ENROLLMENT 

Abernathy, J. J. 
Boyte, J. W. 
Clearman, W. C. 
Craft, C .A. 
Davenport, W. B. 
Dodd, Damon C. 
Gower, G. E. 
Jones, Lester 
MacDonald, Bayless 
Mayo, Ramond 
Parsons J. B. 
Reynolds, Walter 
Terry, T. 0. 
Thompson, C. B. 

Binkley, W. A. 
Clark, J. M. 
Dye, W. E. 
Gower, Miles 
Jared, S. L. 
Minor, 
Stewart, A. A. 
Walker, Howard 

Lockert, Mrs. W. B. 
Evans, Mrs. Robert 
Oliver, Mrs. J. H. 
Fort, Mrs. Charlie 
Pedicock, Mrs. J. H. 
Albright, Mrs. Riley 
Justice, Mrs. Edmond 
Lee, Mrs. Russell, 
Craft, Porter 
Ellis, Esterline 
Walker, Marvin 
Ellis, Mrs. Marvic 
Smith, James 
Hicks, David 
Collier, Mrs. Burton 
Morris, Pauline 
Corlew, Nell 
Lee, Marvis 

lUINISTERS 

Bowen, C. F. 
Carroll, W. R. 
Craddock, Charles 
Craft, E. A. 
Deming, Everette 
Esther, K. J. 
Hagewood, W. T. 
Light, E. R. 
McIntosh, J. L. 
Mischler, William 
Prewitt, G. M. 
Scott, Adam 
Thigpin, Charles 
Welch, J. L. 

DEACONS 

Craft, Porter 
Caiawell, Garner 
Felts, Elmer 
Hogue, Marion 
Lee, Russell 
Teasley, D. E. 
Walker, Sanford 

DELEGATES 

Blanks, Mrs. Royce 
White, Mrs. W. M. 
Jackson, Harry 
Matthews, Mrs. Emma 
Binkley, Virginia 
Poole, Mrs. William 
Light, Mrs. E. R. 
Brent, Goldie 
Ray, Mrs. R. L. 
Norfleet, Mrs. Acree 
Summers, Mrs. Leon 
Dye, Mrs. W. E. 
Clements, J. 0. 
Frazier, Mrs. J. E. 
Mischler, Mrs. William 
Balthrop, Helen 
Elliott, Mrs. Bruce 
Sensing, Isam 



PROCEEDINGS 

The One Hundred and Seventh Regular Annual Session of the 
Cumberland Association of Free Will Baptists convened with the 
Heads Church, Cedar Hill, Tennessee, Wednesday morning, Oc­
tober 11, 1950, at 10:30. 

The meeting was called to order by the Moderator, Rev. E. A. 
Craft. 

The meeting opened with the congregation singing "Are you 
Washed In Blood", led by Rev. C. F. Bowen, accompanied by Mrs. 
W. M. White at the piano. 

A very inspiring devotional was presented by Rev. W. B. Daven­
port, who read from Romans 4 and II Timothy I. 

Rev. William Mischler, Pastor of the host Church gave a very 
cordial welcome. Rev. W. R. Carroll responded. 

As requested by the Moderator, the clerk read the decorum. 

The ministers, deacons and delegates were registered and the 
church reports were received. The following visitors were recog­
nized; Rev. and Mrs. J. B. Bloss and Rev. Rickets. 

A motion was carried that the Moderator appoint the Commit­
tee on Committees. The committee appointed included Rev. W. B. 
Davenport, Chairman, Rev. W. R. Carroll and Rev. C. A. Craft. 

A motion that Rev. T. 0. Terry, Rev. Charles Craddock and 
Rev. Walter Reynolds be received into and be given the oppor­
tunity to participate in the Association was passed. 

By motion the Association was recessed until one o'clock Wed­
nesday afternoon, for the worship service. 

The worship service opened with Congregational singing led 
by Rev. T. 0. Terry. Rev. J. B. Bloss led in prayer. The Moderator 
presented Rev. C. F. Bowen, Pastor of the East Nashville Church 
who delivered a most searching message. His text was " .... I 
am the way, the truth and the life; no man cometh unto the 
Father but by me." John 14:6. 

Dismissed with Prayer. 

\Vednesclay Afternoon 

The afternoon session opened at one o'clock with congregational 
singing led by Rev. T. 0. Terry, accompanied by Rev. Henry Mel­
vin at the piano. 

Rev. J. B. Parsons gave the devotions. He read from I Corin­
thians. Rev. Henry Melvin led in prayer. 

Ministers and delegates were registered and other reports were 
received. 

The following visitors were recorded: Rev. Henry Melvin, Rev. 
L. C. Johnson and Rev. Charles Sapp. 



Minutes of the morning session were read and approved. 

The report of Committee on Committees, as given by Rev. 
W. R. Carroll was adopted. 

The Moderator presented a very inspiring message. He read 
from Galatians 4:4-5. Rev. Henry Melvin and Rev. L. C. Johnson 
discussed briefly the status of the Free Will Baptist Bible College. 
A motion that the Moderator appoint a special committee on Edu­
cation was passed. The committee appointed included Rev. Adam 
Scott, Chairman, Bro. Garner Caldwell, and Rev. Lester Jones. 

The report of the Western Quarterly meeting was presented by 
Rev. J. L. McIntosh. The report was adopted. 

The report of the Eastern Quarterly meeting was given by Rev. 
Adam Scott. The report was adopted. 

The report of the Sunday School Convention was adopted as 
read, granting the requests contained in the report. 

The report of the Superannuation Board was read and adopted. 

The report of the Treasurer was read. By motion the report was 
adopted. 

By motion the Association adjourned to mee1 again Thursday 
morning October 12, 1950, at 10 o'clock. 

Dismissed with Prayer. 

Thursday l\lorning 

The session opened at Ten o'clock with the song service led by 
Rev. T. 0. Terry. Rev. W. C. Clearman led in prayer. 

Rev. W. C. Clearman gave the devotions. 

Minutes of the previous session was read and approved. 

Several ministers, deacons and delegates were registered. A 
group of visitors from the First Free Will Baptist Church of 
Owensboro, Kentucky, was recognized. 

The report of the Committee on Foreign Missions was read 
and approved. 

The Treasurer's report of the Home Mission Board as presented 
by Rev. Adam Scott was adopted. Rev. William Mischler pre­
sented a report of the work done by the Home Missions Board. 
The report was adopted. 

Rev. W. T. Hagewood gave a brief report of the progress being 
made toward the building oT a church in Clarksville, Tennessee. 

The Association recessed in order for the presbytery to meet. 
Dismissed with prayer. 
Rev. Damon C. Dodd, National Association Promotional Secre­

tary, presented the Associational Sermon. He used the motto, 
"Every Free Will Baptist a Good Steward" as his theme. 

Dismissed with prayer led by Rev. Bayless MacDonald. 



Thursday Afternoon 

The afternoon session opened with congregational singing led 
by Bro. W. M. White. Rev. G. M. Prewitt -gave the Devotions. He 
used John 14: 2 as his text. 

Minutes of the morning session was read and approved 

A motion was sustained that the Association elect a delegate to 
attend the meeting of stockholders of the Free Will Baptist 
Press in Ayden, North Carolina. Rev. Damon Dodd was elected to 
serve in this capacity. 

The report of the Temperance Committee was rejected and 
returned for re-wording. 

Report of the Obituary Committee was read and adopted. 

The report of the Special Committee on Education was given 
by Rev. Adam Scott. By motion this report was adopted. 

The report of the Committee on .Finance was given. By motion 
t!1is report was adopted. 

The report of the Nominating Committee was given. By motion 
this report was adopted, duly electing the persons nominated. 

Rev. Charles Craddock was nominated for Assistant Clerk, 
from the floor. He was elected by acclamation. 

The report of the Committee on Petitions and Requests was 
read and adopted. 

The Report of the Temperance Committee was read. By motion 
this report was adopted. 

The report on Resolutions as given by Rev. T. 0. Terry was 
approved. 

A motion was sustained that the Executive Committee find a 
place for the next meeting of the Association. 

Motion sustained that this association pay the clerk $35.00, for 
the transcribing and distributing of minutes. Also the expense of 
the publishing of the minutes be defrayed. 

Motion sustained that the Clerk and Moderator write a letter 
to Rev. J. E. Hudgens, retired minister, expressing appreciation 
for services renedered the Cumberland Association. 

Motion made that the Moderator appoint delegates to the State 
Association. Those appointed were Bro. W. A. Binkley, Mrs. 
Lester Jones, Mrs. J. E. Frazier, Mrs. D. E. Teasley and Bro. 
J. B. Reding. 

A rising vote of thanks was extended the Heads Church for 
the hospitality shown during the sitting of this association. 



By motion the Millers Chapel Church and the Owensboro 
Church were accepted into the Association. A hand of Fellowship 
was extened to those persons present representing these churches. 

The meeting was dismissed with prayer and adjourned to meet 
on Wednesday and Thursday before the third Sunday in October, 
1951. 

REV. E. A. CRAFT, Moderator 
MRS. BETTY J. ROSS, Clerk 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

REPORT OF COl\11\IITTEE ON COl\11\IITTEES 

Obituary 

Rev. J. J. Abernathy, Rev. G. E. Gower, Mrs. Miles Gower. 

Petitions and Requests 

Rev. William Mischler, Mr. W. A. Binkley, Mr. Garner Caldwell. 

Resolutions 

Rev. J. L. Welch, Rev. T. 0. Terry, Rev. W. B. Davenport. 

Temperance 

Rev. Lester Jones, Rev. W. C. Clearman, Mr. Porter Craft .• 

Finance 

Rev. C. B. Bowen, Mrs. Tommie Binkley, Mrs. William Mischler. 

Nominating 

Rev. C. B. Thompson, Rev. J. L. McIntosh, Rev. J. B. Parsons. 

REV. W. R. CARROLL 
REV. W. B. DAVENPORT 
RE. C. A. CRAFT 

OBITUARY 

Since God has not called from our midst any of our Ministers; 
we extend our respect and sympathy to the bereaved ones of the 
laity which have passed on to reward; of which there is quite a 
number. May God's blessings continue to rest upon us. 

REV. J, J. ABERNATHY 
REV. G. E. GOWER 
MRS. MILES GOWER 



PETITIONS AND REQUESTS 

We, your committee on Petitions and Requests submit the fol­
lowing report: 

After proper consideration, we make the following requests to 
this body; 

1. That the Miller's Chapel Church be reinstated in this body. 

2. That the request from the First Free Will Baptist Church of 
Columbia, Tennessee, for membership in this body be deferred. 

3. That the request of the First Free Will Baptist Church of 
Owensboro, Kentucky, for membership in this body be granted. 

Prayerfully submitted, 

REV. WM. MISCHLER, Chairman 

BRO. GARNER CALDWELL 

BRO. W. A. BINKLEY 

RESOLUTIONS 

We the members of the Committee on Resolutions wish to make 
the following report. 

1. Since our work is becoming unified throughout the nation for 
the purpose of promoting our work, we recommend that we go 
on record as supporting this program in every way possible. 

2. That we urge our people to do everything possible to support 
the Foreign Mission work during this coming year, also that 
we stand by the efforts to secure the needed amount of money 
to put up an additional building at the Bible College. 

3. That we give a rising vote of thanks to the Officers of the 
Association for their services during this session; that we give 
a similar vote of thanks fo this church and the people of this 
community for their hospitality while we have been in session 

here. 

REV. J. L. WELCH, Chairman 

REV.W. B.DAVENPORT 

REV.T.O.TERRY 

FINANCE 

We, your committee on Finance, have received $338.00 Associa-
tional and minute fund. 

REV. C. F. BOWEN, Chairman 

MRS. TOMMIE BINKLEY 

MRS. WILLIAM MISCHLER 
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SPECIAL EDUCATION COl\11\IITTEE 

We, your committee on Education wish to present the following 
recommendations concerning the raising of money for the Bible 
College Expansion Program, 

1. That we set $5,000 as the goal for Cumberland Association to 
raise for the year 1950-51. 

2. That the raising of this money be directed by the Board of 
Education of this Association with the privilege of securing 
whatever outside help they may feel is necessary. 

GARNER CALDWELL 

LESTER JONES 

ADAM SCOIT 

FOREIGN l\lISSIONS 

We, your committee on Foreign Missions wish to submit the 
following report: 

Since emergency calls are of necessity being made quite often, 
not because our people are unwilling to support but because they 
ar un-informed, 

We recommend that the Pastors avail themselves of the help 
offered by the National Promotional Secretary and the State 
Directors in the enlightenment of our people concerning the 
Foreign Mission program. 

G. W. HUNT, Chairman 

C. B. THOMPSON 

NOl\lIN ATING COl\11\IITTEE 

We, your Nominating Committee, submit the following nomina­
tions: 

Moderator, E. A. Craft; Assistant Moderator, Adam Scott; Clerk, 
Mrs. Betty Ross; Treasurer,-J. B. Reding; Program Committee­
J. L. Welch, E. A. Craft and C. F. Bowen; Members of Boards­
Education and Literature, Bayless MacDonald; Home for Chil­
dren, Oliver Chambers; Foreign Mission, G. \V. Hunt; Home Mis­
sions, William Mischler; and Superannuation, Elmer Felts. 

J. L. McINTOSH, Chairman 

J.B. REDING 

D. F. HICKS 

TEMPERANCE 

. We, your committee on Temperance wish to submit the follow­
mg report; 



Whereas, there is an evident silence on the part of our local 
churches regarding intoxicating beverages and, 

Whereas, there is a need for a more firm stand against this 
evil among our laity, be it resolved: 

1. That this Association go on record as opposing the liquor 
traffic in any way. 

Whereas, the cause of Christ within our denomination is suf­
fering for the lack of financial support and many of our members 
are spending much money at the theatre for unwholesome enter­
tainment which leads to various sins and weakens christian 
character, be it, resolved: 

2. That this Association oppose the movies or movie stories in 
books and encourage the Pastors to preach at least once each 
year on this subject availing themselves of all inforqiation 
regarding this evil and explain it to their people. 

REV. LESTER JONES 
REV. W. C. CLEARMAN 
BRO. PORTER CRAFT 

REPORT OF BOARDS 
SUPERANNUATION BOARD 

A report of the Superannuation Board of the Cumberland As­
sociation as follows: 
Balance on hand September 1949 ........................................ $ 801.34 

Se11tember Receipts 

Ashland City .................................................................... $ 25.00 
Bethel ................................................................................ 25.00 
Bethlehem ........................................................................ 48.70 
Cofer's Chapel ................................................................ 50.00 
Dunbar's Chapel ............................................................ 2.00 
East Nashville ................................................................ 100.00 
Head's Church ................................................. ................ 24.00 
Head's League ........................................... .................... 4.57 
Mt. Pleasant ........................................... ........................ 14.00 
New Hope ........................................................................ 51.00 
Oaklawn ............................................... :............................ 26.00 
Olivet ........................................................................... · ..... 42.00 
Rock Springs .................................................................... 8.00 
Trinity ................................................................................ 27.50 
West Nashville ................................................................ 5.00 

Total .................................................................................................... $ 452.77 
Total receipts .................................................................................. $1,254.11 
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Expenses 

Rev. W. M. Castile, 0. A. B ..................................... $ 135.00 
Rev. J. 0. Fort, Nat'! Treas. .................................... 22.61 
Rev. W. E. Marshall, postage .................................. 5.49 

Total expense ........................................................ $ 163.10 163.10 
Balance on hand .................................................................... 1,091.01 
Gift ................................................................................................ 3.00 

In American Nat'! Bank Sept. 1950 ................................ $1,094.04 

Respectfully Submitted, 

REV. W. E. MAHSHALL, Treasurer 

Treasurer's Report of Home Mission Board for year 1949•50 

Balance brought forward from year 1948·49 $553.51 

Amount received this year: 

Bethel ........................................................................ 18.75 
Bethlehem ................................................................ 53.95 
East Nashville ........................................................ 100.00 
New Hope ................................................................ 43.40 
Heads ........................................................................ 24.00 
Olivet ........................................................................ 50.00 
Good Springs ............................................................ 12.00 
Mt. Pleasant ............................................................ 5.00 
Oakland .................................................................... 1.00 
Rock Springs·............................................................ 4.00 
Gift from Bro. Garner Caldwell........................ 31.25 

Total amount received for year ............................................ $343.35 
Total ...................................................................................................... $896.86 

Paid out during year: 

Hicks, Brady and Henry for Bond.................... $6.25 
Nat'! Stewardship Commission ............................ 150.00 
Adam Scott for travel............................................ 6.00 
Garner Caldwell for travel.................................. 62.50 

For Lot in New Town near 
Springfield, Tennessee .................................... 305.10 

Total Expenses .................................................................... $541.85 
Balance on Hand October 1, 1950 ................................................ $355.0l 

Rev. Adam Scott, Treasurer 



REPORT OF WESTERN QUARTERLY MEETING 

Report of Western Quarterly meeting to the Cumberland Asso-
ciation of Free Will Baptists which convenes at Heads Church. 

We send David Hicks as our Delegate. 
The Western Quarterly meeting met four times. 
Number of Churches in Quarterly meeting........................ 18 
Average number of churches attending................................ 3 
Average number of ministers attending............................ 6 
Churches reporting: 
Church Membership.................................................................... 160 
Number members received during year................................ 22 
Average prayer meeting attendance.................................... 25 
Sunday School enrollment........................................................ 178 
Average Attendance.................................................................... 125 
League Membership.................................................................... 95 

Amount paid Pastors ........................................................................ $551.40 
Amount paid Evangelists ........................................................ 185.22 
Amount sent Home Missions.................................................... 67.23 
Amount sent Foreign Missions................................................ 65.73 
Amount sent Children's Home................................................ 96.94 
Amount sent Education............................................................ 5.44 

Mrs. J. L. McIntosh, Clerk 

REPORT OF EASTERN QUARTERLY MEETING 

Report of Eastern Quarterly meeting to the Cumberland Asso­
ciation of Free Will Baptists which convenes at Heads Church. 
We send as delegate, Miss Barbara Watts. 

The Eastern Quarterly meeting met four times. 
Number of churches in Quarterly.................................... 19 
Average number of churches attending........................ 10 
Average number of ministers attending........................ 11 
Churches Reporting: 

Church Membership.................................................................... 2040 
Number of Members received during year................ 236 
Average prayer meeting attendance............................ 166 
Sunday School enrollment................................................ 1471 
Average attendance.............................................................. 815 
League Membership.............................................................. 402 
Woman's Auxiliary membership.................................... 194 
Average attendance............................................................ 108 
Amount paid pastors ............................................................ $18,205.41 
Amount paid Evangelists.................................................... 1,729.24 
Amount for Home Missions................................................ 368.43 
Amount for Foreign Missions ............................................ $1,546.03 
Amount for Education........................................................ 1,391.23 
Amount for Superannuation................................................ 318.15 
Amount for Orphanage........................................................ 1,139.94 

Mrs. Adam Scott, Clerk 
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REPORT OF SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION HELD WITH 
THE BETHEL CHURCH ON SATURDAY EVENING, 

OCTOBER 7, 1950 

The Convention sends Mr. Elmer Felts as delegate to the 
Cumberland Association. 

Number of Sunday Schools reporting................................ 11 
Number of Members Enrolled............................................ 970 
Number of new members for year.................................... 319 
Average attendance for year................................................ 851 
Number Conversions from Sunday School........................ 33 
Amount of offerings ...................................................... ,. ......... $5375.67 
Number Chapters read............................................................ 70,316 
Number of new Sunday Schools organied........................ .4 
Most of the Sunday Schools report the condition as good 

or improving. 

The convention selected Bro. Garner Caldwell as Field Worker 
to work under the direction of the Sunday School Board for the 
purpose of organizing Sunday Schools, and promoting work in 
the Cumberland Convention for the year 1950•51. 

The convention requests of the Cumberland Association $100.00 
for the purpose of supplementing an amount appropriated by the 
Sunday School Convention to pay the expenses of the Sunday Sun­
day School Field Worker. 

The convention wishes to have the minutes of the recent meet• 
ing published with the minutes of this Association with the con­
vention paying its proportional part of the expenses. 
Submitted in the Name of Christ, 

RUSSELL LEE, President 

BETTY ROSS, Secretary 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

October 1, 1949, to September 30, 1950 

ASSOCIATIONAL FUND 

Receipts: 
Cash on hand ........................................................................................ $132.99 
Received from Finance Committee ................................................ 264.78 

Total receipts ........................................................................ $397.77 

Expense: 
Postage on National Association minutes 

printing report blanks ....................................... ,........................ $5.75 
State Association dues........................................................................ 50.00 
Cumberland Association programs................................................ 1.50 
Transcribing minutes........................................................................ 35.00 
Postage on minutes............................................................................ 3.00 
Sunday School Convention................................................................ 50.00 

Total expense ........................................................................ $237.25 
Balance in Treasury ............................................................ $160.50 



Bible College 

Receipts: 
Rock Springs........................................................................................ $12.50 
Offering at Association.................................................................... 47.96 

Total receipts ...................... : ................................................... 59.96 
Expense: 

Henry Melvin ................................................................................ $59.96 

Home Missions 
Receipts: 
Oakland ................................................................................................ $1.00 
Rock Springs ........................................................................................ 4.00 
New Hope ............................................................................................ 9.80 
New Hope ............................................................................................ 6.88 

Total receipts ........................................................................ $21.68 
Expense: 
Huey Gower ........................................................................................ $5.00 
Adam Scott .......................................................................................... 9.80 
Adam Scott .......................................................................................... 6.88 

Total expense .................................................................... $21.68 

Foreign Missions 
Rec;eipts: 
Oakland ................................................................................................ $1.00 
Rock Springs ........................................................................................ 4.00 
Dunbar's Chapel ................................................................................ 1.00 
New Hope ............................................................................................. 39.20 
Olivet ...................................................................................................... 100.00 
New Hope ............................................................................................ 27.72 

Total Receipts .................................................................... $172.72 
Expense: 

Children's Home 
Receipts: 
Oakland ................................................................................................ $5.00 

:~~~d~~~1ni~~.~~~ ... :::::::::::::::::::::·.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: rt~ 
Union Hill ............................................................................................ 11.00 
Pleasant Hill ........................................................................................ 11.35 
Scotts Chapel ...................................................................................... 12.60 
Hurricane Chapel ··································:··········································· 18.00 
Gorman ................................................................................................ 22.70 
Dunbar's Chapel ................................................................................ 22.25 

Total Receipts .................................................................... $159.15 
Expense: 
Paid to Mary F. Stanley .................................................................... $159.15 

Superannuation 
Receipts: 
Rock Springs ........................................................................................ 8.00 
Dunbar's Chapel ................................................................................ 2.00 
New Hope ............................................................................................ 18.00 
Olivet ...................................................................................................... 21.00 

Total receipts .............................................................................. $611.00 
Expense: 
W. E. Marshall .................................................................................... $61.00 

J. B. REDING, Treasurer 
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MINUTES 
of the 

CUMBERLAND ASSOCIATION PRESBYTERY 

Wednesday, October 11, 9:30 a.m. 

The Presbytery was opened by song service by Rev. C. F. 
Bowen. Prayer was led by Rev. W. R. Carroll. Rev. C. A. Craft, 
presiding. 

A report of the Examining Committee concerning the recep­
tion of Revs. T. 0. Terry, Walter Reynolds, and Charles Craddock 
was approved and these men were received. 

The roll call of ministers showed 22 present. 
Substitutions on the Examining Committee for those absent 

included Revs. G. E. Gower and J. J. Abernathy. 
Motion to place the matter of Rev. B. A. Moore into the hands 

of the Examining Committee. 
Motion to close the Presbytery. Prayer by Rev. J. L. Welch. 

Thursday, October 12, 9:00 a.m. 
The Presbytery was opened by singing led by Rev. C. F. 

Bowen. Rev C. A. Craft, presiding. Rev Lester Jones led in prayer. 
Minutes of the previous session were approved as read. 
Motion to drop the name of R. L. Wallace from the Presbytery 

roll due to the fact that he has joined another denomination. 
Motion to pay $15.00 on the minute fund . 
Motion to approve an amendment on receiving licensed min­

isters into the Presbytery. (See report of Examining Committee-.) 
Recessed until 10:50 a.m. 

Thursday, October 12, 10:50 a.m. 
Motion to adopt report of Examining Committee in its en­

tirety. (See report.)) 
Ordination Service of Rev. Edward Corn: 

Scripture: Rev. C. B. Thompson. 
Charge: Rev. J. L. Welch. 
Prayer: Rev. C. F. Bowen. 

Thursday, October 12, 1:00 ~.m. 
Election of officers: Moderator, Rev. C. A. Craft; assistant 

moderator, Rev. William Mishler; secretary and treasurer, Rev. 
C. F. Bowen . 

Motion to insert new changes in the constitution. 
Motion to set time and place for Examining Committee to 

meet each year. The time and place are: Last Saturday in Septem­
ber at 1:00 p.m. at East Nashville Church. 

President, Rev. C. A. Craft 
Secretary, Rev. C. F. Bowen 



REPORT OF THE EXAMINING COlUl\IITTEE 

Session at Goodsprings Church, October 7. 

The Examing Committee met at Goodsprings Church during 
the session of the Eastern Quarterly Meeting. Rev. C. A. Craft, 
presiding. 

Motion to recommend the following ministers for acceptance 
into the Presbytery: T. 0. Terry, Walter Reynolds, and Charles 
Craddock. 

Motion to refer the matter of receiving Rev. B. A. Moore to 
the Presbytery in its regular session. 

Motion to postpone decision on Lonie Burgess and Virgil 
Smith until next year on account of the immaturity on their 
licenses. 

Motion to recommend Edward Corn for ordination. 

Sessions at the Cumberland Association, October 11, 12. 

We received three requests for ordination and two requests for 
ratification of credentials. The Council proceeded to consider them, 
taking them one at a time. 

Having discussed the case of Brother Bayless McDonald, we 
recommend that his credentials be approved by this Presbytery. 
We also recommend that the credentials of B. A. Moore be ap­
proved. 

Brothers J. C. Lynn and Ronald Creech were examined and we 
recommend them for ordination, but we advise the ordination 
service be deferred to a later date when the Presbytery is called 
together by the moderator, and that the ordination of Brother 
Edward Corn take place at this time. We further recommend that 
the application of Brother G. A. Rachford be rejected because of 
unsound doctrine. 

In addition to this we offer the follownig resolutions: 

(1) That paragraph 5 of the constitution of the Presbytery be 
revised to read as follows: "This Presbytery shall have the power 
to examine and ordain applicants to the full work of the ministry 
who have held license from their churches in this association at 
least one year, and to issue them certificates of ordination." 

(2) That, hereafter, any student in the Free Will Baptist Bible 
College, who wishes to apply for ordination in this Presbytery 
shall have the approval of and a recommendation from the 
President of the Bible College. 

We recommend that Rev. Damon C. Dodd be received as a 
member of this Presbytery. 

REV. J. L. WELCH, Chairman 



MINISTERS AND THEIR ADDRESSES 
Abernathy, J. J ......................................... Route 1, Joelton, Tennessee 
Bowen, C. F ............................... 616 Russell St., Nashville, Tennessee 
Boyte, J. W ........................... 3141 Holman St., Nashville, Tennessee 
Carroll, W. R. .................................................. Bumpus Mills, Tennessee 
Castile, W. M ................................. Route 1, Bumpus Mills, Tennessee 
Clearman, W. C ....................................... Route 1, Guthrie, Kentucky 
Craddock, Charles .......... 3609 Richland Ave., Nashville, Tennessee 
Craft, C. A ............... 6301 Pennsylvania Ave., Nashville, Tennessee 
Craft, E. A ............................ .4609 Illinois Ave., Nashville, Tennessee 
Corn, Edward .................... 3609 Richland Ave., Nashville, Tennessee 
Davenport, W. B. .......................... Route 1, Ashland City, Tennessee 
Demming, E .............................. .4105 Media St., Nashville, Tennessee 
Davis, 0. W ........................... 1024 17th Ave. S., Nashville, Tennessee 
Dodd, Damon C ............ .433 East Bend Drive, Nashville, Tennessee 
Esther, K. J ................................... Route 2, Ashland City, Tennessee 
Gower, Huey .......................................................... Pocahontas, Arkansas 
Gower, G. E ....................................... Route 3, Cedar Hill, Tennessee 
Hagewood, W. T ................................................. Clarksville, Tennessee 
Hatcher, D. A ........................................... Route 3, McEwen, Tennessee 
Henry, Sidney ............................................................ McEwen, Tennessee 
Hudgens, J. E ................................................... Ashland City, Tennessee 
Jones, Lester ................................................ Pleasant View, Tennessee 
Light, Ernest R. ................. .407 42nd Ave. N., Nashville, Tennessee 
Ludwig, George ......................... .401 South 4th, Nashville, Tennessee 
Marshall, W. E ....................... 310 Oceola Ave., Nashville, Tennessee 
Mayo, R. E ............................................. Route 1, Springfield, Tennessee 
McDonald, Bayless .......... 3609 Richland Ave., Nashville, Tennessee 
McIntosh, J. L ................................................................ .Lyles, Tennessee 
Mishler, William .................. Route 3, Box 78, Cedar Hill, Tennessee 
Moore, B. A. . ........................................................... Columbia, Tennessee 
Oliver, W. H ..................... 116 South 12th St., Nashville, Tennessee 
Parsons, J. B ............................................... Route 2, Joelton, Tennessee 
Paul, Wallace ...................... 321½ E. 15th St., Columbia, Tennessee 
Pruitt, G. M ............................. 5900 Mackey St., Nashville, Tennessee 
Reynolds, Walter .............. 3609 Richland Ave., Nashville, Tennessee 
Scott, Adam .................. 321 Chesterfield Ave., Nashville, Tennessee 
Stringer, W. H ........................................... Route 2, Dickson, Tennessee 
Terry, T. 0 ....................... 3609 Richland Ave., Nashville, Tennessee 
Thigpen, Charles ............ 3609 Richland Ave., Nashville, Tennessee 
Thompson, C. B ....................... 1908 Russell St., Nashville, Tennessee 
Williams, Darnell .................................................... Columbia, Tennessee 
Welch, J. L ......................... 1409 10th Ave. No., .... ashville, Tennessee 

LICENTIATE 
Belford, W. E. . ..................................... Route 3, Bon Agua, Tennessee 
Churches and their Pastors Copy Out Should Go Here 



CHURCHES AND THEIR PASTORS 

MINUTES 
of the 

TWENTY-THIRD ANNUAL SESSION 

of the 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION 
of the 

CUMBERLAND ASSOCIATION 
of 

FREE WILL BAPTISTS 
Held with the Bethel Church 

On October 7, 1950 

OFFICERS 

President ........ Mr. William L. Smith, 118 Delway Drive, Nashville, 
Tennessee 

Vice President ............ Mr. J. B. Reding, Route 2, Adams, Tennessee 

Secretary•Treasurer .... Mrs. Betty B. Ross, Ashland City, Tennessee 

Board of Directors ........................ Mr. G. W. Hunt, Mr. Elmer Felts, 
Mr. I. N. Clifton, Rev. William Mischler. 

Field Representative ........ Mr. Garner Caldwell, Joelton Tennessee 

PROCEEDINGS 
The Twenty Third Annual Sunday School Convention of Free 

Will Baptists met with the Bethel Baptist Church on Saturday 
evening, October 7, 1950, 7:30 o'clock. 

The Convention opened with the congregation singing "Blessed 
Assurance" and "Heavenly Sunlight", led by Brofl Garner Cald­
well. 

Rev. Lester Jones, Pastor of the Oaklawn Church, presented a 
very effective devotional using Ecclesiastes 12: 1 as his text. 

Rev. William Mischler led in prayer. 

Bro Russell Lee, president of the convention presided. Bro. Lee 
commended the Convention for the few accomplishments of the 
year and also brought to mind the opportunities that are ahead 
and some of the ways in which they might be made reality. 



The president appointed committees as follows: Resolutions 
Committee-Rev. George Ludwig, Rev. William Mischler, and 
Bro. William L. Smith; Petitions and Resquests Committee- Bro. 
I. N. Clifton, Bro. Don Ellis, and Bro. J. J. Poole; Program Com­
mittee-Miss Esterline Ellis, Mrs. William Mischler and Mrs. 
Garner Caldwell. 

Delegates present were: J. J. Poole, Irby Jarrell, William L. 
Smith, Esterline Ellis, Mrs. Mary A. Carney, M. H. Felts, and 
Rosa Lee Shores. 

Ministers present were: Rev. George Ludwig, Rev. Raymond 
Mayo, Rev. William Mishler, Rev. Lester Jones, Rev. Don Ellis 
and Rev. C. H. Overman. 

Reports were received from the following Sunday Schools: 
Dunbar Chapel, Friendship, First Church of Columbia, Oakland, 
New Hope, Ashland City, Bethel, Bethlehem, Cofer's Chapel, 
New Town (Springfield), and Oaklawn. 

By motion the reports were received in a group to be printed 
in the minutes. Bro. J. B. Reding gave a very interesting report 
of the State Association, also his visit to the Home for Children. 

Bro. Russell Lee gave a very inspiring report of the National 
Sunday School Convention which was held in Tupelo, Mississippi. 

Bro. Garner Caldwell, Field Rtpresentative of the Convention, 
gave a very detailed report of this phase of the work He reported 
visiting several Sunday Schools. He also assisted in organizing 
4 new Sunday Schools in the Cumberland Convention area. 

The report of the Petitions and Requests Committee was read. 
By motion this report was adopted. 

The Chairman appointed one delegate, Bro. Elmer Felts, to the 
Cumberland Association, and three delegates, Rufe Shores, J. J. 
Poole and M. H. Felts, to the State Association, and two dele­
gates, Garner Caldwell and Rev. William Mishler, to the National 
Sunday School Convention. 

A motion that the minutes of the Sunday School convention be 
printed with the minutes of the Cumberland Association minutes 
with the convtntion paying is proportional share of the expense 
was carried. 

The Convention voted to petition the Cumberland Association 
for $100.00 to be used in· paying the expenses of the Field Repre­
sentative of the Sunday School Convention. 

The following officers were elected for the year 1950-51: Presi­
dent, William L. Smith; Vice President, J. B. Reding, Secretary­
Treasurer, Mrs. Betty B. Ross; Board of Directors, G. W. Hunt, 
Elmer Felts, William Mishler and I. N. Clifton. 

The report of the Resolutions Committee as read by Rev. George 
Ludwig, was adopted. Bro. Garner Caldwell was elected as Field 
Representative to be under the direction of the Board of Directors 
of the Convention and the Board was to agree on his financial 
assistance. 



The Convention adjourned to meet again on Saturday evening, 
between the first and second Sunday of October 1951, at the Beth­
lehem Free Will Baptist Church. 

REPORTS 
REPORT OF RESOLUTIONS COI\11\IITTEE 

1. Be it resolved that the Sunday School Convention place a 
Field Worker on the field again this year to carry out the work 
as set forth by the Board of Directors. We recommend Bro. Gar­
ner Caldwell for this position. 

2. Be it resolved that each Sunday School carr yout the reso-
lutions that were passed last year. 

REV. GEORGE LUDWIG, Chairman 
BRO. WILLIAM SMITH 
REV. WILLIAM MISHLER 

REPORT OF THE PETITIONS AND REQUESTS COMMITTEE 

We your committee on Petitions and Requests, wish to report 
the following requests: 

1. That tht Sunday School Convention meet with the Bethlehem 
Sunday School in 1951. 

J. J. POOLE 
DON ELLIS 
I. N. CLIFTON, Chairman 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

Amount on Hand ................................................................................ $220.86 
Received from Cumberland Association ................................ 50.00 
Received from Shady Grove Sunday School ............................ 5.00 
Received from Dues ........................................................................ 47.00 

Total Receipts ................................................................ $322.86 
Paid for minutes ................................................................................ $ 25.00 
Paid National Convention dues ...................................................... 12.00 
Paid expenses of delegates ............................................................ 14.00 
Postage, stationery, etc. ................................................................ 8.35 

Paid to Fi~gt~o;:r: ~ut··::::::::::::::::::::::'.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::$~~8:~g 
Balance on hand ............................................................ $102.61 

ASHLAND CITY 

Number on Foll at beginning of year ........................................ 67 
Average Attendance .......................................................................... 55 
Total offerings .................................................................................... $440.00 
Amount spent for literature .......................................................... 64.00 
Condition of Sunday School ......................................................... Fair 
Superintendent ............................................................................ J. i:··Poole 
Secretary ............................................................ Mrs. Virginia Van Hook 
Pastor .................................................................................. Rev. T. 0. Terry 



BETHEL 

Number on Roll beginning of year ............................................ 64 
Number of new members during year .................................... 39 
Average Attendance .......................................................................... 47 
Number Daily Bible Readers .......................................................... 24 
Total offering ...................................................................................... $191.21 
Amount spent for Literature ........................................................ 36.79 
Condition of Sunday School ............................................................ Good 
Superintendent ........................................................................ 1. N. Clifton 
Secretary .................................................................. Mrs. Jack Nicholson 
Pastor .......................................................................... Rev. George Ludwig 

BETIILEIIEiU 

Number on Roll beginning of year ............................................ 93 
Average attendance .......................................................................... 88 
Average Number of daily Bible Readers ................................ 14 
Total offerings .................................................................................. $370.61 
Amount spent for Literature .................................................... 68.32 
Number of Chapters read ................................................................ 2555 
Condition of Sunday School .............................................................. Fair 
Superintendent .................................................................... J. B. Chandler 
Secretary .............................................................................. Doris Brinkley 
Pastor ................................................................................ Rev. Adam Scott 

COFER'S CHAPEL 

Number on Roll beginning of year .......................................... 159 
Number new members .................................................................. 15 
Average attendance ...................................................................... 131 
Number Conversions from Sunday School .............................. 11 
Average number Daily Bible Readers ........................................ 69 
Total number chapters read ...................................................... 9169 • 
Total offerings .................................................................................. $1591.84 
Amount spent for Literature .................................................. 94.14 
Condition of Sunday School .................................................... Very good 
Superintendent .............................................................. William L. Smith 
Secretary .................................................................... Mrs. Harry Chapell 
Pastor ................................................................................ Rev. J. L. Welch 

COLUMBIA 

Number on Roll beginning of year .......................................... 130 
Number new members during year ............................................ 204 
Average attendance .......................................................................... 174 
Number Chapters read .................................................................... 22,362 
Total offerings .................................................................................... $326.02 
Amount spent for Literature .......................................................... 42.75 
Condition of Sunday School ............................................................ Good 
Superintendent ........................................................................ John Grubbs 
Secretary ........................................................................ Mrs. T. F. Collins 
Pastor .............................................................................. Rev. B. A. Moore 



DUNBAR CHAPEL 

Number on Roll beginning of year .............................................. 44 
Average attendance ............................................................................ 25 
Average number Daily Bible Readers .......................................... 20 
Total offerings for year ...................................................................... $34.71 
Amount spent for Literature .......................................................... 14.84 
Condition of Sunday School ............... , .............................................. Fair 
Superintendent .......................................................................... W. E. Webb 
Secretary .............................................................................. Patsy Thweatt 
Pastor ··················································································-·····\V. H. Oliver 

FRIENDSHIP 

Number on Roll beginning of year.................................... 138 
Number new members during year ........................................ 16 
Average attendance .......................................................................... 95 
Number conversions from Sunday School ................................ 2 
Total offerings .................................................................................... $182.87 
Amount spent for Literature ........................................................ 45.51 
Condition of Sunday School .............................................................. Good 
Superintendent ................................................................ Charles Thomas 
Secretary ................................................................ Mrs. Virginia Binkley 
Pastor ···-····································································Rev. George Ludwig 

OAKLAND 

Number on Roll 12 
Number new members ···························································-·········· 23 
Average attendance ···········································································- 24 
Total offerings ...................................................................................... $82.58 
Amount spent for Literature ........................................................ 55.55 
Condition of Sunday School .................................................. Very Good 
Superintendent ............................................................................ R. E. Felts 
Secretary ···············-····························································Mrs. G. G. Brent 

l\lT. ZION 

Number on Roll beginning of year .............................................. 80 
Number new members .................................... ............................... 10 
Average attendance ....................................................... ·................ 70 
Number conversions from Sunday School................................ 4 
Total offerings for year .................................................................... $252.50 
Amount spent for Literature .................................................... 60.00 
Condition of Sunday School .............................................................. Good 
Superintendent .............................................................. Earl B. · Davault 
Secretary .................................................................................... L. N. Perry 
Pastor ···-··········································································Rev. K. J. Esther 



NEW HOPE 

No. on roll beginning of year........................................................ 160 
Number now members............................................................ .... 15 
Average Attendance.......................................................................... 125 
Number conversion from Sunday School................................ 12 
Aberage number Daily Bible Readers........................................ 13 
Total offerings .................................................................................... $853.85 
Amount spent for literature........................................................ 70.80 
Condition of Sunday School ............................................................ Good 
Superintendent ................................................................ C. B. Turrentine 
Secretary .................................................................... Mrs. C. B. Turrentine 
Pastor ................................................................................ Rev. E. A. Craft 

TRINITY 

Number on roll beginning of year................................................ 118 
Number new members.................................................................... 15 
Average attendance............................................................................ 77 
Total offerings .................................................................................. $2267.83 
Superintendent .......................................................................... G. W. Hunt 
Secretary .................................................................... Miss Doris Hatthews 
Pastor .......................................................................... Rev. C. B. Thompson 

NEW TOWN 

Number on roll beginning of year................................................ 33 
Aver age attendance.......................................................................... 27 
Total offerings.................................................................................... $47.25 
Condition of Sunday School. ........................................................... Good 
Remarks: This Sunday School has only been organized 3 weeks. 
Supcrintendent .................................................................... Mr. Russell Lee 
Secretary ............................................................................ Mrs. Inez Mayo 
Pastor .......................................................................... Rev. Raymond Mayo 

OAKLJ',WN 

Number on roll beginning of year.............................................. 70 
Number new members.................................................................... 7 
Average attendance.......................................................................... 60 
Number conversions from Sunday School................................ 8 
Average Number Daily Bible Readers.................................... 30 
Total Offerings .................................................................................. $1254.73 
Amount spent for literature.......................................................... 62.20 
Condition of Sunday School. ............................................................... Good 
Superintendent ............................................................................ Russell Lee 
Secretary ........................................................................ Elizabeth Ann Fox 
Pastor ................................................................................ Rev. Lester Jones 



Church 

Ashland City 

Bethel 

Bethlehem 

Brandon's Chapel 

Claude's Chapel 

Cofer's Chapel 

Cragfield 

Dunbar's Chapel 

Eash Nashville 

Friendship 

Goodsprings 

Gorman 

Hurricane Chapel 

Heads 

Miller's Chapel 

Mt. Pleasant 

Mt. Zion 

New Hope 

Oak Grove 

Oakland 

Oaklawn 

Oakwood 

Olivet 

Pleasant Ridge 

Rock Springs 

Scott's Chapel 
Shady Grove 
Stony Point 
Sylvan Park 
Trinity 
Union Hill 

West Nashville 

Pastor for 1949-50 

T. 0. Terry 

Georeg Ludwig 

Adam Scott 

W. R. Carroll 

Lonnis Burgess 

J. L. Welch 

Wallace Paul 

Charles Craddock 

C. F. Bowen 

George Ludwig 

J. B. Parsons 

D. A. Hatcher 

James C. Lynn 

William Mishler 

Ernest R. Light 

J. J. Abernathy 

K. J. Ester 

E. A. Craft 

Sidney Henry 

E. H. Corn 

Lester Jones 

J. J. Abernathy 

W. C. Clearman 

Sidney Henry 

E.W. Deming 

Sidney Henry 
Bayless MacDonald 

Charles Craddock 
Walter Reynolds 

C. B. Thompson 
W. R. Carroll 

C. A. Craft 

Pastor for 1950-51 

T. 0. Terry 

George Ludwig 

Adam Scott 

W. R. Carroll 

Lonnie Burgess 

J. L. Welch 

Wallace Paul 

W. H. Oliver 

C. F. Bowen 

George Ludwig 

J. B. Parsons 

D. A. Hatcher 

W. B. Baker 

William Mishler 

Ernest R. Light 

J. J. Abernathy 

K. J. Esther 

E. A. Craft 

Sidney Henry 

G. M. Prewitt 

Lester Jones 

J. J. Abernathy 

W. C. Clearman 

Sidney Henry 

· E. W. Deming 

, 

D. A. Hatcher 
Bayless MacDonald 

W. H. Stringer 
Walter Reynolds 

C. B. Thompson 
W. R. Carroll 

C. A. Craft 
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