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PROCEEDINGS 

Wednesday Morning 

The One Hundred Ninth Annual Session of the Cumberland Association 
of Free Will Baptists in Tennessee was called to order by the moderator, 
Rev. E. A. Craft, at the Rock Springs Church on Wednesday morning, 
October 15, 1952, at 10:00 o'clock. 

The opening hymn, "There's Power in the Blood," was led by Rev. 
Roger Reeds. Rev. Sidney Henry led in prayer. 

Rev. W. R. Carroll who had charge of devotions based his remarks on 
verses 1-10 of Romans 12. 

The very cordial welcome was extended to all by the host pastor, Rev. 
T. L. Burch, and Rev. C. A. Craft responded with words of appreciation. 

Motion carried that the program as planned by the Program Committee be 
the order of business for this session. 

The registration of sixteen ministers, ten deacons, and twenty-three dele­
gates from eighteen churches was made. One church was represented 
by letter. Eight visiting ministers were recognized. 

Motion carried that the moderator appoint a Finance Committee. The 
following were appointed: Mr. W. A. Binkley, Mr. Billy Hobdy, and Mrs. 
Walter Maxey. 

Motion carried that the moderator appoint a Committee on Committees. 
The Committee was appointed as follows: Rev. W. R. Carroll, Rev. J. W. 
Boyte, and Rev. Sidney Henry. 

Following a song service led by Rev. Roger Reeds, a testimony service 
was conducted by Rev. Daniel Merkh. 

Rev. Bayless McDonald, pastor of Trinity Church, was introduced by 
the moderator to bring the morning message. A very timely message on • 
"The Unfinished Task of Jesus" based on verses 1 and 2 of Acts 1 was ably 
presented in a searching and inspiring manner. 

Brother Miles Gower led in the benediction. 

Wednesday Afternoon 

The afternoon session opened by singing "Showers of Blessing." Rev. 
N. R. Smith used a portion of Hebrews 12: 1 "Let us lay aside every weight, 
and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the 
race that is set before us" as the theme for his devotional remarks. 

The report of the Committee on Committees as made by Rev. W. R. 
Carroll was adopted. 

Rev. E. A. Craft, moderator, brought a message to the body, reminiscing 
the 109 years of service and the advancement record of the Cumberland 
Association. Brother Craft admonished the group to stop living in the 
past; instead, build on it and go forward, doing bigger and better things 
for the Lord. 
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The report of the Woman's District Auxiliary work was made by .Mrs. 
J. E. Frazier. 

The report of the Tennessee State Association held at Erwin, Tennessee, 
was given by Brother J. B. Reding. 

Motion fo adjourn carried. Rev. Roger Reeds dismissed the group 
with prayer. 

Thursday Morning 

The morning session opened at 10: 15 A. M. with the congregation sing­
ing "Standing on the Promises" and prayer led by Rev. Roger Reeds. 

Rev. J.C. Lynn used Psalm 36:7-8 and Psalm 17:15 as the bases for his 
devotional •remarks on the subject "The Satisfying Christ." 

The minutes of Wednesday's session were read and approved as read. 

Late registration revealed six ministers, nine deacons, and fifteen ·dele­
, gates. Two visiting ministers were recognized. 

Motion carried that the moderator appoint a Digest Committee. The 
following were appointed: Rev. C. F. Bowen, Brother Manford Pugh, 
and Rev. J. C. Lynn. . . . 

The Eastern Quarterly Meeting report was made by Miss Marjorie June 
Ellis. 

The Western Quarterly Meeting report was made by Rev. Virgil Smith. 

Brother I. L. Stanley, superintendent of the Tennessee Free Will Baptist 
Children's Home at Greeneville, Tennessee, was recognized. He brought 
some very timely remarks relative to the co-operation . of churches in this 
association being given the Home and also some interesting facts about 
the operation of the Home. 

An announcement concerning the correction relative to the date -for the 
meeting of the State Associational meetings which are to be held at the 
Good Springs Church, was made. · · 

Motion carried to recess all business until 1:15 P.M. in order for the 
Presbytery to have its ordination service and for the morning message 
which was brought by Dr. L. C. Johnson, President of Free Will Baptist 
Bible College. Dr. Johnson used verse 9 of 1 Cor. 1 as the basis fo'r his 
message on the theme "Partnership with the Lord Jesus." 

"God put into this partnership His blood, His all-What are we putting 
into it?" was the challenge left with the group by Dr. Johnson. 

An offering of $140.54 was made at this time for the new building which 
has been purchased for the Bible College. The benediction was made by 
Brother Johnson. 

Thursday Afternoon 

Rev. Oscar Davis led the congregation in singing "What a Friend We 
Have in Jesus." 

Rev. Virgil Smith brought a devotional message, using Phil. 4: 13 as his 
Scripture. He challenged the people of the Association, to sfart out in 



8 ONE HUNDRED AND NINTH ANNUAL SESSION 

the new church year 'with the strength of Christ, not trying to see how little 
we can do for the Lord but how much we can do. ' 

No report was given by Foreign Mission Board: 

The report was read for the Home Mission Board by R. E. Felts. The 
report was adopted by the body. A. G. Caldwell presented the financial 
report, which was adopted. 

The report of the Home Mission Board recommended that the Board 
be authorized to purchase a church building in Barren Plains, Tennessee, 
and to start a Free Will Baptist church there. After lengthy discussion, 
the motion passed. Reports on the prospects of starting this church were 
given by Brother Russell Lee, A.G. Caldwell, and R. E. Felts. 

Rev. J. L. McIntosh gave a report on the organization of a new church 
at Dickson, Tennessee. 

The treasurer's report of the Superannuation Board was read and approved 
by the body. 

Rev. J. L. Welch reported for the Christian Education Board on the 
work of the Bible College. Receipts at the College from Cumberland 
Association churches were approximately $4500. This report was adopted. 

There was no report from the Sunday School Convention. 

Brother W. A. Binkley presented the report of the Finance Committee, 
which was adopted. 

The Obituary Report was read and adopted. In respect to the memory 
of Reverends J. E. Hudgens, G. E. Gower, and G. M. Pruitt, who had died 
during the associational year, the body stood as Rev. C. F. Bowen led the 
congregation in prayer. 

Motion was made and passed that the clerk send letters of sympathy 
to the families of the three former ministers. 

The report on Petitions and Requests was read and accepted. 

Unanimous vote was made to go to Shady Grove Free Will Baptist 
Church for the next year's session. 

The Resolutions Committee presented their report with the motion made 
to accept the report and deal with the items separately. This motion passed. 

Motion passed that a rising vote of thanks be made to the officers of this 
Association and thanks be extended to the host church for their hospitality 
of meals and homes for the delegates. 

Motion· made to adopt resolution as to allocating all funds into the 
Cumberland Association treasury. 

Motion made and passed that this, motion be tabled until later. 

Rev. C. F. Bowen read the Digest Committee's report. Motion passed 
for its adoption. 

Information was received about Board of Trustees of Cumberland Associ­
ation. Their names are not carried in the Minutes because there is no 
property owned by the Association; therefore, the board has ceased to exist. 
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The Association's treasury report was given by Brother Jim Reding, which 
was adopted. 

Motion was made and passed that the chair appoint delegates to the 
Tennessee State Association, who are: W. A. Binkley, Mrs. Agnes Frazier, 
A. G. Caldwell, J. B. Reding, and Mattie Maxey. 

The Temperance Committee read its report, which was duly adopted. 

Rev. Charles Sapp reported on the National Home Mission work, 
appealing for the churches to adopt measures to allocate funds to the 
National Home Mission Program. 

At this time, Brother W. R. Carroll assumed the moderatorship in the 
absence of Brother E. A. Craft. 

The report of the Nominating Committee was made by Rev. J. L. Welch. 
Motion was passed to receive the report. 

Motion was made and passed that Rev. C. F. Bowen be elected for a 
period of two years to send in news of Cumberland Association activities 
to the Free Will Baptist paper. 

Motion passed that 1500 minutes be printed and distributed among the 
churches according to proportionate membership. 

Motion passed that the association be adjourned and go into the Presbytery 
meeting. 

The meeting was dismissed and adjourned to meet on Wednesday and 
Thursday before the third Sunday in October 1953. 

REV. E. A. CRAFT, Moderator 

REV. E. BAYLESS McDONALD, Clerk 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON COMMITTEES 

Obituary 

Rev. Bayless McDonald, Mrs. Baxter Nicholson, Mrs. Tyson Frazier. 

Petitions and Requests 

Rev. Sidney Henry, Brother L. M. Proctor, Rev. Edward Corn. 

Resolutions 

Rev. J. L. McIntosh, Brother Miles Gower, Brother Elmer Felts. 

Temperance 
Rev. T. L. Burch, Brother Shelby Henry, Rev. N. R. Smith, Jr. 

Nominating 

Rev. J. L. Welch, Rev. C. A. Craft, Rev. W. T. Hagewood. 
REV. W. R. CARROLL 
REV. SIDNEY HENRY 
REV. J. W. BOYTE 
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OBITUARY 

During the associational year three of the eldest ministers of the Presbytery 
have gone on to be with the Lord: 

REV. J. E. HUDGENS 
REV. G. E. GOWER 
REV. G. M. PRUITT 

We hereby recognized their years of faithful service in the gospel ministry 
among our churches, and we extend to their families our sincere sympathies and 
earnest prayers. · 

REV. BAYLESS McDONALD 
MRS. BAXTER NICHOLSON 
MRS. TYSON FRAZIER 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS 

We, your committee on Petitions and Requests, wish to recommend the 
following: 

That the Dilon Free .Will Baptist Church of Dickson, Tennessee, complete 
the organization of their church with the assistance of the Western Quarterly 
Meeting, then petition the Association for admittance at the next association. 

That the Association select the church with which to hold its next year's 
session from the following which have extended invitations. 

Shady Grove REV. SIDNEY HENRY, Chairman 
Dunbar's Chapel L. M. PROCTOR 
Oaklawn Church REV. EDWARD CORN 

RESOLUTIONS 

We, your committee on Resolutions, wish to make the following report: 
1. Resolved that a "Cooperative Plan" be adopted as a suggested method of 

giving to district work and to higher levels for the coming year. The following 
allocations are suggested to be made by the district treasurer to whom all churches 
and individuals will send all funds raised for cooperative purposes: 

Cumberland Associational Fun~-------------------------- 20% 
Free Will Baptist Youth Camp ---------------- 10% 
Cumberland District Home Missions_____________________________________ 5 % 
Cumberland .Superannuatio,~--------------------------- 3% 
National Foreign Missions _________________________________________________ 25 % 
Free Will Baptist Bible College 20% 
National Home Missions 2% 
National Superannuatio 1 % 
Tennessee Children's home 14% 

Total ___________________________ JOO% 

To work this plan it will be necessary for each church to send its funds to 
the district treasurer, designated "Cooperative Fund." 

2. That we express our appreciation to the people of Rock Springs Church 
and community for their splendid hospitality with a rising vote of thanks. 

3. That we extend our thanks to the officers of the Association for the fine 
manner in which the business of the Association has been carried on. 

4. The committee recommends two changes in the original resohitiori by substi­
tuting where the original reads "District Home Missions 5%" that this read 10%, 
and where the original reads "National Foreign Missions 25 % " change to read 
20%. - '· -

REV. J. L. McINTOSH, Chairman 
R.E.FELTS 
MILES GOWER 
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TEMPERANCE 
We, your Temperance committee, submit the following recommendations: 
1. That we, the Free Will Baptists of the Cumberland Association, fight against 

the sales of intoxicating beverages throughout the state of Tennessee. 
2. That we adhere strictly to paragraph two of our Church Covenant which 

reads as follows: "We promise by His grace to love and obey Him in all things, 
to avoid all appearance of evil, to abstain from all sinful amusements and unholy 
comformity to the world, from all sanction of the use and sale of intoxicating 
beverages, and to "provide things honest in the sight of all men." 

REV. T. L. BURCH, Chairman 
SHELBY HENRY 
REV. N. R. SMITH, JR. 

NOMINATING 
We, your Nominating committee, submit the following report: 
1. Moderator, Rev. E. A. Craft; assistant moderator, Rev. Sidney Henry; 

clerk, Rev. Bayless McDonald; treasurer, Mr. J. B. Reding. 
2. Education and Literature Board: Rev. J. L. Welch, Rev. Bayless McDonald, 

Mr. J. B. Reding. 
3. Home for Children Board: Mr. Marion Read, Mr. W. E. Coville, Rev. Sidney 

Henry. 
4. Foreign Missions Board: Mr. Howard Walker, Mr. G. W. Hunt, Rev. Marvis 

Lee. 
5. Home Missions Board: Mr. Russell Lee, Mr. Elmer Harris, Rev. J. L. Mc­

Intosh, Mr. Garner Caldwell, Rev. J. W. Boyte. 
6. Superannuation: Mr. Elmer Felts, Rev. W. B. Davenport, Rev. C. A. Craft, 

Mr. Miles Gower, Mr. J.B. Reding. 
REV. J. L. WELCH, Chairman 
REV.C.A.CRAFT 
REV.W.T.HAGEWOOD 

FINANCE 
We, your committee on Finance respectfully submit the following report: 
Received from Associational dues and minute fund-$272.40. 

MR. W. A. BINKLEY, Chairman 
MR. BILLY HOBDY 
MRS. WALTER MAXEY 

REPORT OF DIGEST COMMIITEE 
We report 32 churches representing at this session. Vital statistics are as 

follows: 
Received by experience _________ 224 
Received by letter__________________ 83 
Received by restoration ___________________________ 5 
Total received -------------------- 312 
Dismissed by letter________________________ 78 
Dismissed by exclusion _________________ 8 
Deceased 37 
Total decrease --------------------- 123 
Gain of------------·----------- 189 
Active membership ___________________ 2785 
Inactive membership__________________ 1621 
Total membership___________________ 4554 
Deacons------------------------ 122 
Value of church property _____ $339,250.00 
Paid to this association 272.40 
Home Missions 629.08 
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STATISTICS FOR YEAR 1951-52 
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Foreign Missions ------------------­
Bible College-------------------
Superannuation __________ _ 
Home for Children _________________ _ 
Uniform Program---------------­
Benevolences ----------------------
Paid pastors ____________ _ 
Paid evangelists -------------------------­
Other expenses -------------------­
Total received --------------------
Balance on hand __________________ _ 

4,133.61 
3,082.64 

184.11 
2,260.97 

64.08 
1,379.65 

33,791.46 
811.34 

35,661.94 
82,287.90 

9,642.50 
REV. C. F. BOWEN, Chairman 
MR. MANFORD PUGH 
REV. J.C. LYNN 

REPORT OF BOARDS 
SUPERANNUATION BOARD 

Report of the Superannuation Board of the Cumberland Association is as 
follows: 

Balance on hand, October 18, 1951 ___ _ ________________ $ 105.01 
Receipts: 

Head's Church ______________________ $ 24.00 
Cofer's Chapel 45.00 
Springfield Church 10.67 
Rock Springs Church 9.25 
Bethlehem Church 30.00 
Bethel Church 12.50 
Oakland Church 20.00 
East Nashville Church 100.00 
Olivet Church 30.00 

Total receipts 

Grand total _____________ _ 
Expenses: Mrs. Ida Horner _____________________ _ 

Balance on hand, October 12, 1952 _______ _ 
On deposit withThird National Bank ______ $1,228.43 
Checks not deposited 16.00 

Respectfully submitted, 
R. E. FELTS, Secretary-Treasurer. 

HOME MISSION BOARD 

281.42 

$1,334.43 
90.00 

$1,244.43 

The Home Mission Board has worked with the First Free Will Baptist Church 
of Springfield and Oakland Church the most of this year, and we are glad to 
report them as coming along fine. . 

The Board is especially interested in a church in Barren Plains, Tennessee. This 
building is owned by the Primitive Baptists, but there is only one member left. 
This member has given the building to the membership in Nashville since they 
have lost their church building. They plan on taking this building down and 
moving it to Nashville. 

The Home Mission Board has made several trips to investigate the possibility 
of the Free Will Baptists buying this building and lot to set up a Sunday School 
and church. On Sunday, October 5, three members of the Board met at the 
Barren Plains building to appraise the building and lot. The lot consists of four 
acres of fine level land, and there is about ten or twelve thousand feet of good 
lumber trees on it. The building is a frame structure, thirty-six by forty-eight 
feet, with metal roof, and in good condition. It has furniture in it. 
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The Board valued this property at three to four thousand dollars, and we 
offered two thousand dollars for it. We believe it can be bought for twenty­
five hundred or three thousand dollars and would be a real bargain at this figure. 

The Home Mission Board recommends that the Association authorize them to 
proceed with the purchase of this property. 

HOME MISSION BOARD 
R. E. FELTS, Secretary 

Report of Treasurer of Home Mission Board of Cumberland Association, from 
September 12, 1951 to September 14, 1952. 

Balance on hand, September 12, 1951 __________________ $257.62 

Receipts: 
Bethel Church $ 14.50 
Good Springs Church______________ 8.00 
Oakland Church 25.00 
Springfield Church 10.67 
Dunbar's Chapel ___________ 2.00 
Head's Church 20.00 
Cofer's Chapel 50.00 
Miller's Chapel ________________ 2.50 
Rock Springs Church 12.00 
Olivet Church __ 50.00 
Bethlehem ----· 45.00 
Trinity Church _____________ 35.00 
Oak Grove Church ______________ 7.30 

Total receipts __ _ 

Grand Total __________________ _ 
Expenses: Bond ____________ $ 6.25 

$271.97 

$529.59 

Springfield Church 200.00 206.25 

Balance on hand, October 14, 1952 -----,-------,-----------$323.34 
Respectfully submitted, 

A. G. CALDWELL, Treasurer 

REPORT OF THE EASTERN QUARTERLY MEETING 

Report of the Eastern Quarterly Meeting to the Cumberland Association of 
Free Will Baptists, which convenes with Rock Springs Church, October 15-16 
1952. ' 

The Eastern Quarterly Meeting met four times this year. 
Number of churches in Quarterly Meeting ________ _ 
Average number of churches reporting __________________ _ 
Average number of ministers reporting ________ _ 

Churches reporting: 

21 
14 
8 

Number of members received during year _________ 406 
Total membership 9,266 
Average prayer meeting attendance___________ 1,280 
Sunday School enrollment ----=------------- 5,509 
Average Sunday School attendance___________ 4,381 
League membership ~---------------- 2,600 
Average League attendance---,---,------------- 2,153 
Woman's Auxiliary membership 892 
Average attendance_________________ 456 
Amount paid pastors ____ $23,283.86 
Amount paid to evangelists 2,136.19 
Amount paid to Home Missions 551.73 
Amount paid to Foreign Missions 3,225.33 
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Amount paid to Christian Education _______________ 2,615.10 
Amount paid to Superannuation _____________ 185.61 
Amount paid to Children's Home_____________ 1,488.99 

The January session paid $44.75 to the Springfield Church Building Fund. 
The April session paid $42.00 to the Calvarys' Mission Fund. 
The July session paid $38.00 to the Bible College. 
The October session paid $42.54 for the College Building Fund. 

REV. W. C. CLEARMAN, Moderator 
MARJORIE JUNE ELLIS, Clerk 

REPORT OF THE WESTERN QUARTERLY MEETING 
Report of the Western Quarterly Meeting to the Cumberland Association of 

Free Will Baptists when convening with Rock Springs Church, October 15-16, 
1952. 

The Western Quarterly Meeting convened four times this year: January 12, 
1952 with Stony Point Church; April 12, with Craigfield Church; July 12, with 
Pleasant Ridge Church; and October 11. 

We received one new church into the Western Quarterly Meeting on April 12, 
1952. Church received was Rock Springs. 

The Western Quarterly sponsored a two weeks' tent revival in Dickson, Ten­
nessee. The results of the revival saw two souls saved, one baptized, and a 
church of seven charter members being organized. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year of the Quarterly Meet­
ing, October 11, 1952. 

Moderator-REV. SIDNEY HENRY 
Clerk-REV. JAMES V. SMITH 
Secretary-Treasurer-REV. T. L. BURCH 

We send as delegates to the Cumberland Association: Sister Irene Smith and 
Sister Cecil Henry. 

REV. SIDNEY HENRY, Moderator 
REV; JAMES V. SMITH, Clerk 

REPORT OF FREE WILL BAPTIST HOME FOR CHILDREN 
Gifts received from Cumberland ·Association _______________________ $ 2,616.99 
Total receipts ---------------------------- 33,527.82 
Cared for 66 children. 
Accomplishments for year: 

Grade A Dairy Barn, costing approximately _________ $ 5,000.00 
West Virginia Cottage ------------------------ 14,692.00 

MR. I. L. STANLEY, Superintendent 
MRS. J. E. FRAZIER 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

October 1, 1951, to September 30, 1952 

Superannuation 
Receipts: 

Cofer's Chapel ________ _ _______________ $ 45.00 
Springfield Church___________________ 6.11 
Rock Springs Church ----------------------------------------------------------- 9.25 
Bethel Church ____________ 6.25 

Total Receipts ______________________________ $ 66.61 
Expenses: 

R. E. Felts ____________________ _ 
$ 66.61 
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Bible College 
Receipts: 

Offering at Cumberland Association ___________________ : ________________________________________ $181.06 
Rock Springs Church------------------------------------------ 6.00 

Total Receipts -------------------------------------- ____________________________ $187.06 

Expenses: 
Henry Melvin _________________________ _ ---~---$187.06 

Home for Children 
Receipts: 

Olivet Church _______________________________________________________ $ 5.00 
Scott's Chapel ----~------------------------------------- 14.00 
Pleasant Hill ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------·- 14.00 
Brandon's Chapel------------------------------------------ 28.50 
Rock Springs Church ----------------------------------------------------------------------- 10.42 
Union Hill Church _____________________ 10.00 
Miller's Chapel _______________________ ____________________________ 2.50 
Offering at Cumberland Association -------------------------------------· 140.50 

Total Receipts ______________ _ _ _______ $224.92 

Expenses: 

Paid to Mary F. Stanley ____________________________________________________ $224.92 

Foreign Missions 
Receipts: 

Olivet Church ------------------------------------------------------- _______________________________________ $100.00 
Rock Springs Church----------------------------------- 7.21 
Miller's Chapel ------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 5.00 

Total Receipts __________________________________________________________________________________ $112.21 

Expenses: 
Raymond Riggs ________________________________________________________________________ $112.21 

Home Missions 
Receipts: 

Cofer's Chapel ___________________________________________________________________ $ 50.00 
Rock Springs Church ___________________ 12.00 
Miller's Chapel -----~--- ________ 2.50 
Bethel Church ---------------------------------------------------------------- 6.25 
Trinity Church 35.00 

Total Receipts ________________________________________________________________________ $105.75 

Expenses: 
Garner Caldwell ______________________________ $105.75 

Associational Fund 

Balance in Bank, October 1, 1951 _______________________ $207.40 
Received from Finance Committee _________________________ 315.17 
Cumberland Presbytery (Minute Fund) 15.00 

Total Receipts ________ $537.57 
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Expenses: 
State Association Dues __________________ $ 60.00 
Deficit in State Association Treasury 30.57 
Transcribing 1950 Minutes 35.00 
Sunday School Convention Field Worker 100.00 
Transcribing 1951 Minutes 35.00 
Printing of 1951 Minutes _________ 210.00 
Postage for Cumberland Association Minutes 6.45 
Postage for State Association Minutes 3.00, 
Report Blanks ---------------- 2.25 
Postage Report Blanks 1.23 
Envelopes .40 

Total Expenses $483.90 
Balance in Bank, September 30, 1952 $ 53.67 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. B. REDING, Treasurer. 
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MINUTES 

of the 

CUMBERLAND ASSOCIATION PRESBYTERY 

Session at West Nashville Church, June 3, 1952 

Pursuant to a call of a meeting of the Presbytery of the . Cumberland 
Association of Free Will Baptists of Tennessee for the purpose of ordaining 
Brother T. L. Burch to the full work of the Gospel ministry, Rev. C. A. 
Craft, moderator, called the meeting to order. In addition to the moderator 
ministers present were Reverends E. A. Craft, L. C. Johnson, G. W. Pruitt, 
W. T. Boyte, Henry Melvin, J.C. Lynn, W. H. Oliver, J. B. Parsons, W. C. 
Clearman, and Brother T. L. Burch. 

Rev. Henry Oliver led in the singing of a hymn and_ offered the opening 
prayer at the request of the moderator. 

The Scripture was read and the message given by Rev. L. C. Johnson, 
reading from 1 Timothy 3:1-7. 

Rev. J. C. Lynn presented the Bible; the charge was given by Rev. E. A. 
Craft. Rev. Henry Melvin offered the dedicatory prayer. 

The hymn "Blest Be The Tie That Binds" was sung after which the 
benediction was offered by Rev. W. C. Clearman. 

After the benediction, Rev. J. B. Parsons brought an item of business 
before the body concerning Mr. Shellie C. Watts. A motion was made and 
approved to appoint a committee to investigate the case of Mr. Watts and 
report to the Examining Committee. Those appointed to serve on this com­
mittee were Rev. J.C. Lynn, Rev. E. A. Craft, and Rev. W. C. Clearman. 

REV. C. A. CRAFT, Moderator 

REV. W. C. CLEARMAN, Secretary 

Session at Rock Springs Church-Thursday, October 16, 11:00 a.m. 

After approving the recommendations of the Examining Committee, the 
Presbytery met for the ordination of Brothers Marvis Lee and Columbus C. 
Wallace. The Scripture was read by Rev. W. R. Carroll: 1 Timothy 3:1-7. 
Rev. J. C. Lynn presented the Bible, and Rev. J. L. Welch gave the charge. 
As the laying on of hands was observed, Rev. E. A. Craft offered the 
prayer. 

Reverends Daniel J. Merkh, Roger C. Reeds, Cade! Dowdney, and Robert 
Wilfong, whose credentials had been ratified by this body, were charged 
by Rev. J. L. Welch to the support of the associational program. They 
were received into the Presbytery with a handshake of fellowship. 

Adjourned to meet at the call of the Moderator. 
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Thursday, October 16, 3:00 p.m. 

The report of the Examining Committee was read and adopted. 

The following officers were elected for the coming year: 

Moderator-REV. C. A. CRAFT 

Assistant-REV. W. R. CARROLL 
Secretary-Treasurer-REV. T. L. BURCH 

The moderator advised the Presbytery to prepare all future candidates 
for the ministry by having their letters of recommendation and licenses 
ready. 

Motion carried that the moderator appoint a committee of three to work 
out a set of questions for candidates seeking ordination to the ministry. 
Rev. J. L. Welch, Dr. L. C. Johnson, and Rev. E. A. Craft were appointed 
to serve on this committee . 

. The financial report was read and approved. 

Motion carried to give $25.00 to the minute furid of the Cumberland 
Association. 

Motion carried to adjourn. The session was closed by prayer. 

REV. C. A. CRAFT, Moderator 

REV. BAYLESS McDONALD, Acting Secretary 

REPORT OF THE EXAMINING COMMITTEE 
Session at Cofer's Chapel, April 22, 1952. 

The Examining Committee of the Presbytery of the Cumberland Association 
of Free Will Baptists of Tennessee met at Cofer's Chapel Church on April 22, 
1952 for the purpose of examining Brother T. L. Burch for ordination into the 
full work of the Gospel ministry. Those present were Reverends J. L. Welch, 
L. C. Johnson, E. A. Craft, C. A. Craft, W. C. Clearman, and Brother T. L. 
Burch. 

The moderator called the meeting to order, asking Rev. L. C. Johnson to lead 
in the opening prayer. 

Brother Burch presented proof that his license had been in effect one year 
or more, and also a letter from East Nashville Church requesting his ordination. 
He was also heartily recommended by the president of the Bible College, Rev. 
L. C. Johnson. 

After the questions asked were satisfactorily answered by Brother Burch, a 
motion was made that he be ordained at some convenient time and place in the 
near future. This motion was approved by unanimous vote. 

The Committee was adjourned as the closing prayer was offered by Rev. 
E. A. Craft. 

REV. W. C. CLEARMAN, Secretary 

Session at Bethlehem Church, October 4, 1952. 

The Examining Committee of the Presbytery of the Cumberland Association 
of Free Will Baptists met at Bethlehem Church on October 4, 1952. 

The following recommendation was passed: To ratify the credentials of Rev. 
Roger C. Reeds and Rev. Robert Wilfong. 

Session at Rock Springs Church, October 15, 1952. 

The Examining Committee of the Cumberland Association met at Rock Springs 
Free Will Baptist Church, Wednesday afternoon, October 15, with Rev. J. L. 
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Welch, chairman, presiding. The Committee was composed of Brother Welch, 
Rev. J. L. McIntosh, Rev. C. A. Craft, Rev. Sidney Henry, and Rev. Bayless 
McDonald, who acted as secretary in the absence of Rev. W. C. Clearman. 

The Committee recommends the following motions to go before the Presbytery 
of tne Cumoerland Association of Free Will Baptists: 

l. That Brother Marvis Lee and Brother Columbus C. Wallace be ordained 
to tne gospel ministry. 

2. That the credentials of Rev. Cade! Dowdney and Rev. Daniel J. Merkh be 
ratified. 

3. That the ordination of Brother Charles Jennette, Billy Walker, J. 0. Brown, 
and C. L. Burroughs be deferred. 

4. That the ratification of the credentia,ls of Rev. E. L. Hall be deferred. 

REV. J. L. WELCH, Chairman 

MINISTERS AND THEIR ADDRESSES 

Abernathy, J. J ________________ i~oute 1, Joelton, Tennessee 
Bowen, C. F. __ 616 Russell St., Nashville, Tennessee 
Boyte, J. w_____________ 3141 Holman St., Nashville, Tennessee 
Burch, T. L. 3609 Richland Ave., Nashville, Tennessee 
Carroll, W. R. B11mpus Mill, Tennessee 
Castile, W. M. oute 1, Bumpus Mill, _Tennessee 
Clearman, W. C. __________ 809-B 18th Ave., South, Nashville, Tennessee 
Corn, Edward____________ 3609 Richland Ave., Nashville, Tennessee 
Craft, C. A._____ 6301 Pennsylvania Ave., Nashville, Tennessee 
Craft, E. A. 4609 Illinois Ave., Nashville, Tennessee 
Davenport, W. B.________ Route 1, Ashland City, Tennessee 
Davis, Oscar W 1024 17th Ave., South, Nashville, Tennessee 
Demming, E. Wichita, Kansas 
Dodd, Damon C. 433 East Bend Drive, Nashville, Tennessee 
Dowdney, Cade _________________ _Ashland City, Tennessee 
Ellis, Donald____ 609 Richland Ave., Nashville, Tennessee 
Esther, K. J.________ _ ____________ Nashville, Tennessee 
Hagewood, W. T. ---------------~------ Clarksville;· Tennessee 
Hatcher, D. A. .Route 3, McEweii, Tennessee 
Henry, Sidney____ ----·:---- _______________ McEwen, 

1
Tennessee 

Johnson, L. C. 3609 Richland Ave., Nashville, Tennessee 
Lee, Marvis 3609 Richland Ave., Nashville, Tennessee 
Light, Ernest R. 407 42nd Ave., N., Nashville, Tennessee 
Ludwig, George 815 Powers Ave., Nashville, Tennessee 
Lynn, James C. ________ -4911 Georgia Ave., Nashville, Tennessee 
Marshall, W. E. __ , ____ -310 Oceola Ave., Nashville, Tennessee 
Mayo, R. E. Route 1, Sprin'gfield, Tennessee 
McDonald, Bayless 509 McAdoo Ave., Nashville, Tennessee 
McIntosh, J. L. __________________________________________ Lyles, Tennessee 
Merkh, Daniel J 425 Normandy Circle, Nashville, Tennessee 
Moore, B. A. Columbia, Tennessee 
Oliver, William Henry 116 South 12th St., Nashville, Tennessee 
Parsons, J. B. ___________________________________ Joelton, Tennessee 
Paul Wallace 21½ East 15th St., Columbia, Tennessee 
Sapp, Charles 390 Normandy Circle, Nashville, Tennessee 
Smith, N. R., Jr. 3609 Richland Ave., Nashville, Tennessee 
Stringer, W. H. ____ Route 2, Box 286, Dickson, Tennessee 
Thigpen, Charles 609 Richland Ave., Nashville, Tennessee 
Wallace, Columbus c._________ ort Henry; Tennessee 
Watts, Shellie C. 006 24th Ave., N., Nashville, Tennessee 
Welch, J. L. 1604 10th Ave., N., Nashville, Tennessee 
Wilfong, Robe oute 3, Cedar H;ill, Tennessee 
Williams, Darnel etroit, Michigan 
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l\HNISTERS' STATISTICAL REPORT 
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Abernathy, ,J. J ............... 122 i~I ~ 3 .... 2 .... 2 2 2 125 2,800 $ 686.44 
Bowen, C. F .................. 154 Ii 5 4 4 .... 8 39 24 378 12,000 5,040.00 
Boyte, J. W ............ l!adio and Ho mt, Mis sion \Vo rk 

2:::: 
.... ...... . .. .i;iioo · ·u>2fsil Carroll, W. It. ......... 62 13 3 2 I .... ... 

Clearman, W. C ...... _ ······· 100 Ii :1 .... 2 .... 2 12 12 II 100 7,000 1,607.52 
Craft, C.A ...... 100 48 7 ,J 8 1 1 23 20 16 ...... ........ 960.00 
Craft, E. A ..... ... 118 40 21 8 .... .... . ... 12 26 12 ...... ··••·•· 2,080.00 
Davis, Oscar W •....... .. .... 

:i.ii 
3. ·50 .. 6:::: 1 . i,52 .... ...... . ,50:000 . . 4:500:00 Dodd, Damon C .......... 

:i2 i 
345 ...... 

Dowdney, C. B ..... ...... 115 1 I 3 13 1 3 ...... 12,500 1,800.00 
Ellis, Don ............. .... ... 84 12. 3 I . . 10 4 4 100 5,000 579.50 
Hagewood, W. T ........... 144 55 :J :J .... 2. 58 · ·io 39 ...... ··•· .. 

· i;ci:i:i:is Henry, Sidney ................ 132 40 4 1 3 3 6 12 11 75 8,000 
Ludwig, George A ... .......... 72 311 2 ... ... .. .j 2 1 4 3 25 10,000 950.00 
Lynn, James C •............... 146 62 10 . ... 6 47 29 28 200 6,830 2,411.79 
Mayo, R.E ......•............ 175 15 I 9 2. 68 27 18 511 2,798 686. 88 
McDonald, Bayless ............ ~4 50 3 1 .... .. 2 11 7 8 172 5,414 1,300.00 
Oliver, Wm. Henry ............ 13 5 5 ·ss .. i 5 .... 3 ... ··:i;:i50 64.04 
I1arsons, J. B ................ 60 5 5 1 2 11 7 7 54 1,230.00 
Paul, Wallace ......... ....... 81 48 4 3 10 . 1 8 11 . 7 47 4,626 497.00 
Sapp, Charles ................. 125 35 .... .... 3 2 1 38 8 156 7,440 1,710.00 
Smith, James V ............... 116 15 .... ... 1 2 5 4 2 6 89 5,147 536.34 
Smith, N. R.,Jr ............... 120 50 1 .... .5 2 3 5 2 2 50 15,000 2,000.00 
Stringer, W. H ................ 52 .... ···2 ... ... 3 .... . . 20 . ... 50 2,000 129. 23 
Thigpen, Charles A ............ 125 44 2 1 2 1 25 18 100 8,000 2,600.00 
Watts, Shellie C ...... ......... 20 .... . ·20 .. 

4 
... 2 10 .... 12 2,500 75.00 

Welch, J. L ......... ········· 114 411 11 1 1 10 21 10 208 2.508 2,700.00 
-- -- - - - - - - -- -----------

Totals ........ ..... 2,855 722 119 45 168 41 39 741 404 230 2,000 176,813 $36,200.81 

CHURCHES AND THEIR PASTORS 

Church 
Ashland City 
Bethel 
Bethlehem 
Brandon Chapel 
Claudes Chapel 
Cofer's Chapel 
Columbia First Church 
Craigfield 
Dunbar's Chapel 
East Nashville 
Good Springs 
Gorman 
Head's 
Mt. Pleasant 
Mt. Zion 
New Hope 
Oak Grove 
Oakland 
Oaklawn 
Oak Wood 
Olivet 
Pleasant Hill 
Pleasant Ridge 
Rock Springs 
Scotts Chapel 

Pastor for 1951-52 
C. B. Dowdney 
Daniel J. Merkh 
La Verne Miley 
W. R. Carroll 
W. H. Stringer 
J. L. Welch 
Arlo Peppers 
W. H. Stringer 
Charles Jennette 
C. F. Bowen 
J. B. Parsons 
D. A. Hatcher 
Wesley Calvery 
J. J. Abernathy, Sr. 
Bayless McDonald 
James C. Lynn 
Sidney Henry 
E. H. Corn 
N. R. Smith, Jr. 
J. J. Abernathy 
Charles Sapp 
W. R. Carroll 
Sidney Henry 
T. L. Burch 
Virgil Smith 

Pastor for 1952-53 
C. B. Dowdney 
Daniel J. Merkh 
Roger C. Reeds 
W. R. Carroll 
W. H. Stringer 
J. L. Welch 
Arlo Peppers 
W. H. Stringer 

C. F. Bowen 
J. B. Parsons 
D. A. Hatcher 
Robert Wilfong 
J. J. Abernathy, Sr. 
Carey Watkins 
James C. Lynn 
Sidney Henry 
Wilburn Beasley 
N. R. Smith, Jr. 
Don Ellis 
Charles Sapp 
W. R. Carroll 
Sidney Henry 
T. L. Burch 
Virgil Smith 



CUMBERLAND ASSOCIATION OF FRBB WILL liAPTISTS 

CHURCHES AND THEIR PASTORS-continued 

Church 
Shady Grove 
Springfield 
Stony Point 
Sylvan Park 
Trinity 
Union Hill 
West Nashville 

Pastor for 1951-52 
W. C. Clearman 
Raymond E. Mayo 
E. M. Grubbs 
E. A. Craft 
Charles A. Thigpen 
Don Ellis 
C. A. Craft 

Pastor for 1952-53 
W. C. Clearman 
Marvis Lee 
E. M. Grubbs 
E. A. Craft 
Bayless McDonald 
Don Ellis 
C. A. Craft 

23 




