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MINUTES 
OF 'llfE 

TWENTY FIFTH ANNUAL SESSION 

OF TIU 

DIBBLE ASSOCIATON 

Or 

FREEWILL BAPTSITS 
Convened with Bri<lgr Creek Church 

in September, 1932 

The next Annu1.1I Ses 0 iou of the Dibble Assocrntion 
will he held with the Dibble Church, 

beginning 011 Weclr.es<lay night before 
ti.,. Second Sun<la!' in September, 1933. 

OFFICERS 

C ,. L. E. Ward ...................... Moderator 
: E. E.~lonis . As5istant ~Ioderntor 
C Birdie Dn nnan .............. Clt'1 k 
• .fohn Nunn,i!lr A!sistant Clerk 

.E .J:ick Hopkins....... . ... Tre,1sU1 er '!' 
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MINUTES OF THE DIBBLE ASSOCIATION 

RULES OF ORDER __ 
1. At every sitting of the Association, business shall be 

opened and concluded by prayer, by the Moderator or 
· whomsoever he may request. 

2. Ministers present are invited to seats, allowed to take 
part in debates on all subjects and to vote. . 

3. Those who speak shall arise and address the moder­
ator. Personal reflections shall be avoided in all debates 

4 No motion shall be discussed without a second 
5. When a motion has been made and seconded and a 

member op11oses its discussion, the Moderator shallput the 
question, "Shall it be discussed?" If negative: the question 
shall be dismissed. - · 

6: If any proposition or motion under debate contains 
two or more points, it shall be divided at the request of any 
member and the vote taken separately. 

7. Motions made and lost shall not be recorded; 
8. No one shall speak more· than twice on the same sub-

ject without special leave.of the Moderator. · 
9. All questions shali be decided by a majority vote of all 

members present. -. ·. · 
10. No member shall absent himself without special 

leave of the Moderator. · · 
. -11. Minutes shall be leisurely read and c~rrected before· 
the close of the Association, if 1iecessary. 
· · 12. At all future sess'ions of the Association arrange­
ments shall be made to insure two sermons, or other de­
yotional exercises equivale:1t thereto, during each day of 
the session and the ch&ir shall announce just before ud.:. 
journment who shall fill the stand at the next ·meeting . 
. 13. These Rules of Order shall be distinctly read from 

the chair immediately after the organization of the Ass'n. 
14. Alterations may be made in these· rules at any 

regular session of the Association. 



MINUTES OF THE DlBBLE ASSOCIATION 

PROCEEDINGS 

The Dibble Association of Free Will Baptists met with 
the Bridge Creek church m;ar Blanchard, Okla., on Thurs• 

· night before the.second Sunday in Sept., 1932. 
THURSDAY NIGHT SERVICE 

The Assodation was called together by singing "When 
we all get to Heaven". Prayer by Elder L. E. Ward after 
which he conducted a very_Spiritual devotional service. 

The introductory sermon ,vas preached by Elder E. E. 
Morris, Subject establishment of the church, followed by 
assignment of homes for the delegates. Dismissed by Bro,. 
Hudson. To meet again at nine o'clock Friday morning. 

FRIDAY MORNING SESSION ' 
Opened by singing "Take my hand and lead me" and 

"T{s enough for me''. Prayer by Bro. Atkinson. Scripture 
reading from Psalms 34. Letters read from Dibble, Bridge 

· Creek and Hawkins churches. Approved and delegates 
seated. Letter from Missouri General Baptist Association 
was read and motion carried that the clerk represent the 
Dibble Association by letter at the General Bapti~ts 
yearly meeting. 

The verbai report of the Iron Chappel church was 
giveri and apJJroved, delegates seated. While singing 
"Hold to God's unchanging hand" the right hand: of 
_c.hurch ·and Christian fellowship was extended. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS,. 
· Moderator Elder L. E. Ward, Route 2, Blanchard, Okla. 

· . Ass't. Moderator, Elder K E. Morris, Rt. 2, Blanchard, 
Oklahoma. 
· Treasurer, Jack Hopkins, Rt. 2, Blanchard, Okla. 

Clerk, Birdie Drennan, Rt. 1, Tabler, Okla. 
Ass't. Clerk, John Nunnally, Rt. 2, Blanchard, Okla. 

. _ :~all was made for petitionary. letters. The petitionary 
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. MINUTES OF THE DIBBLE ASSOCIATION 

letter from the Atkinson church was read, received and 
delegates seated. Divine committee was appointed by the 
Moderator. The divine· committee selected Elder L. ·E. 
Ward to preach at eleven o'clock. Invitation was given to 
all visiting brethren anrl sisters to seats in council. 

APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES 
Resolutions-Bro. Quince Moore, Bro. Jack Hopkins, 

Bro. J. O. Hudson, Elder E. E. Morris and Bro. B. J. · 
Peters. 

Divine Service-Bros. Russell · Wells, Guffey Atkinson 
Bob Roland and Sister Stacey. · 

Finance-Bros. Bryan -- Stacey, Denver Wynn, Allie 
Ward and Sister Tamsey Roland. 

Obituary-Sisters Mary Voy-les, Ila Rue Stripling-, Shay 
Ritchie and Brother Frank Manning . 
. Sunday School-Brothers Richard Clagg, James Sparks 
and Mettie Moore. 

Tem·peranc1::-Elders W. F. Lee,. Atkinson and J. H. 
Burr. · · 

Home Mission-Bros. Geor~e Trout, Jess Roland, Sisters 
Zenaba Jarvis and Gladys Hancell . 
. , Dismissed for a few minutes committee work. Report of 
Home Mission committee read, di~cussed, adopted and 
committee retained Dismissed by prayer by Brother Jack 
Hopkins for eleven o'clock services. 

After singing ·•Standing on the promises" Elrler L. E. 
Ward delivered the eleven o'clock address. Text was found 
in the nineteenth chapter of. Job. Dismissed for lunch 
which was served at the church to assemble promptly' at 
one p.m. : _ 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 
Called together by singing "Tell and sing the news'' 

and "Some day". Scr1pture lesson First John;. 3. Prayer 
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MINUTES OF THE DIBBLE ASSOCIATION . 

by brother B. J. Peters. Motion carrierl to_ give the fola 
lowing preachers thirty minute8 to discuss the -following 
topics. Identity of the church by Elder E. E. Morris. Hell 
by Elder L. E. Ward. Backsliding by Elder J. H. Burr. 
Possibility of apostasy by Elder W. F. Lee. 

Elder Atkinson was chosen by divine committee to 
preach at 7.30 Friday evening. Motion was.made and ap­
provecl that we gu into ordination of Deacons frorri Atkin­
son church. Those who were ordained were Bro. Frank 
Stripling and Bro. Roye. Presbilry Bro. Atkinson, moder­
ator, Bro. Quince Moore and Bro. L E. Ward .. 

After appointment of h0mes for supper, association ·ad­
journed to ineet promptly at 9.00 a. m. Saturday. Dismiss­
ed by Bro. Jack Hopkins: 

FRIDAY EVENING SERVICES 

Song "Look back to CLllvary". Pra)·er b7 Elder J. H. 
Burr. Devotional service led by Elder L. E. Ward preach- -­
ing by Elder Atkinson. . 

SATURDAY MORNING SESSION 
Session was opened by singing "Footsteps of Jesm1" and 

"Hold to God's unchanging hand''. Scripture lesson 2nd 
chapkr of 2nd Thes. Pray~r by Elder B. C. Munkus. 
While singing "Amazing Grac.e", the right hand of church 
and Christian fellowship was extended. Report of com. on 
temperance n~ad, approved and committee retained. Letter 
from Simpson church was read, accepted and delegates 
seated. Elder B. C. Munkus gave verbal report of the 
Plainview church, which was approved. Dismissed for a 
few minutes committee ,vork. _ The house was again called 
to order by the moderator. Divine committee reported Eld. 
E .. E Morris to preach &t eleven o'clock. Report of com. on 
Sunday School read, recc~ived and committee retained. 
l\1otion made and approved that the association give 

4 



MINUTES OF THE DIBBLE ASSOCIATION-

. minute money brought by different churcht!s to the Fin­
ance committe for report. The treasurers report was 
given and approved as follows: · . 

Balance carried over from 1931 report .................... $65.92 
Collected in tre~sury for minute fund: ................... $32.50 
"Total ....................................................... · ................ $9842 

_ Paid for 1931 minutes .................. $21.00 
Paid to association clerk ................. $5.00 
Total amount paid out. ................. $21.00 

Balance in treasury at this date $72.42 

A motion was macie and carried that the association pay 
the clerk $5.00 for completion of the manuscript. Di~­
missed for eleven o'clock services by Elder J. H. Burr, 
after which the choir was called forward and sang "Tee 
Gloryland way". Preaching· by Elder E. E. Morris who 
was asked by the divine committee to preach a Sp°iritual 

· sermon. His text was from Samuel 16. He did the subject 
justice and one prt!cious soul was born into the Kingdom 
of God. The convert was Bro. Jim Ward, son of Elder 
L. E. Ward of Dibble. 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON SE$SION 

· The assoc.iational body wris "called togethGr by singing 
"The Old Old Story". Scripture lesson read by moderator 
from Psalms 15. Prayer by Bro. J. Q. Moore. Report of 
finance committee, read, approved and committee retained. 

Resolution No. 1 read, approved and committee retained. 
It rl'ad thus; Resolution No. 1: Be it resolved that we 
change the delegation from three memb~rs to five from 
each church to association a11d quarterly meetings. 

· B. J. Peters 
J. Q. Moore 

Committee J. 0. Hudson 
E. E. Morris 
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MINUTES OF THE DIBBLE ASSOCIATION 

REPORT OF'. COMMITTEES 
Home Mission-We, your committee on Home Mi5sion 

beleive that each church should have a Home Mission 
Society to help the poor or anyone that is in distress. 

Gladys Hounshell . 
Zenaba Jarvis 

Committee Jess Roland 
G. A. Troutt 

Temperance-We, your committee on temperance, beg 
to ·report that we cannot place too high an estimate on this 
subject. It is our duty, to well being in this life. Ii1temper-
ance is disloyal to the laws of nature as well as <,od. It is 
an utter disregard to the laws.of man and · to God. It is 
harmful and can destroy the soul as well as the body. 
Therefore we ask that each member abstain from intemper­
ance arid that God's children should always lend a helping 
hand to their fellow man and try to help him to a higher 
plane. We ask our ministers to preach at least two sermons 
a year on this subject. We also ask that each church finding 
a member indulging in such, . require a public statemept 
from same, or, else withdraw from him. We heartily en- · 

. dorse the Prohibition laws and will do all in our power to 
enforce. them. 

Committee 
Elder W. F. Lee 
Elder J. H. Burr 
Eld. E.G. Atkim:on 

Obituary-We, your committee on obituary submit the 
following. The sting .of death has visited uur land and we 
feel the loss of same~ .. 
Name of Church Name of Deceased 
Dibble church Bro. Edd Campbell 
Hawkins church Bro. Loyd Hays 
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MINUTES OF THE DIBBLE ASSOCIATION 

Hawkins church 
Iron Cliaµpel 

. Iron Chappel 
-Iron Ghappel 

I 

Sister B. C. Munkus Feb. 2, 1932 
· Grandma Wilbanks Feb. 1931 
Bro. Dawson Sept. 25, 1931 
Bro. Jim Bingham Feb. 1931 

Committee 
Mrs. Claude Voyles 
.Mrs. Shay Richey 
Ila Rue Stripling 

Sunday School -We, your committee on Sunday Schoo] 
report as follows: We recommend that this work he carried 
on. Each member should attend and urge that others do 
Jikewfse. A church without a Sunday School is on the 
downwftrd road and sooner or later is gone. We find that 
all churches but Plainview report a good Sunday School. 
We encourage them to organize one. We also urge the use 

· of Free Will Baptist literature. Sunday School should be eri­
couraied by all Deacons and.Ministers. 

Committee 
James Sparks 
Mettie Moore 
Richard Clagg 

Finance-we; your committee on finance r~port as fol­
lows. On ~ccount of the motion that we draw on the 
.freasure.r for the minute fund.this year we have no furth­
er report to make; 

Committee 
Sister Lamsey Roland 
Bro. Bryant S1acey · 
Bro. Denver Wynn 

Resolution No. 1 from 1931 minutes. : . 
-·Be it resolved thtlt this Association r,fme, hereafter, to 

·license or o;dain any woman to the Gospel ministry(lst Cor. 
i.i:34,35; 1st Timothy 2:11,12) and that 1his resolution be 
kept iu our minutes fron1 year to year. 
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MINUTES OF THE DIBBLE ASSOCIATION 

Bro. Jack Hopkins 
Sister Roxie Claunch 

. ' 

Committee Elder W. A. Hearron 
Bro. Clay Campbell · 

MINISTERS REPORTS FOR 1932, 
Reports read and approved from the following: 
Elder E. G. Atkin5on: Sermons preached 49, Revival meet- . 

ings held 1, Conversions 28, Baptized 24, Funerals preached 
1, Miles traveled Unknown, Money received $2.00, Churches 
organized 1, Place, Blanchard, Okla., Members 33. 

Eldt-r J. H. Burr: Miles traveled 725, Sermons preached 
36, Conversions unknown, Funerals preached 4, Money re· 
ceived $27.54, Expenses $7.40. Elected as pastor ot Simp­
son church for ensueing year: May the Lord bless the Ass'n 
with all the churches is my prayer. Pray for me and for my 
family. . . 

Elder W.F. Lee: Sermons preached 43, Miles traveled 176 
Money re~eived $8.50, Conversions 1, Baptized none, Mar-
ried 2. This is all I have to report. · 

Elder E. E. Morris: Cht.ir~hes pastored 4: Dibhle, Iron 
Chappel. Simoson and Spring Hill. In First OklahomaA~s•~. 

Spring Hill: Sermons preached 45, Conversions 28, ·New 
members 15, Baptized 5, Money received $109.00. 

Dibble: Sermons preached 28, New members 5, Baptized 
1, Funerals preached 1, Money received $38.30. 

Iron Chappel: Sermons preached 33, Conversions iO, New 
members 6,. Baptized 9. Money received $34.15. 

Simpson: Sermons preached_ 34, Conversions 20, New · 
members 13, Baptized 10, ~ioney received $15.25. 

Held several revival meetings other than in the churches 
I pastored. Total amount of sermons 198, Total amount of 
conversions 77, Total amount of money received $322.80, 
Total amount taken into churches 39, Total amount bap­
ized 25, Funerals preached 2, Marriages performed 2. When 
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MINUTES ·oF THE DIBBLE ASSOCIATION 
yciu prny, -ask God to help me in His work. 

Elder BC. MUNKUS -Churches pastored,1: Appointments 
filled'49· Mone.v received $8.00: Conversions witnessed ,68: 
Baptized, 22: Received for evangelistie work, $13.00, Re• 
vivals conducted, 3; Two in Oklahoma, one in Arkansas. 
Total sermons preached, 77. · · 

Elder .T. E.. Nunnally-Sermons preached, 9; Conversions 
unknown; Funerals, none:Baptised, rione; Pray that _the next 
year may be better. · .

1 
•. 

Eldei: L.E .. Ward-Churches pastored, 1 Appointments filled 
. 6; New members3, Money received, $ti0,00; Conversions, 7 

l\ssisted in two revivals. Fun1:rals preached 15: Marriage cer­
rmonies performed, 4; Money receivtd_ for evangelistic work 
$H5.00; Total amount of mor1ey received, $75,00. 

CHURCH REPORTS 
Atkiuson-Memdership:33, condition of Sunday School 

'good .Praver meeting, once each week: Church was organized 
S~pt.31932: Pastor, Elder E.G.Atkinson; Clerk, si,ster Ila Rue 
Stripling. 

Bridge Creek:• Membership 71, New members· none;· dis­
missed 9; Number deaths none, Condition of Sunday School 
good,·Average attendance 50, Paid pastor $26.00. WP have 
a Freewill Baptist League organization in our church. Pas• 
ior LE.Ward, Clerk sister Roxie Claunch. 

Dibble:• Membership 143, Number received this year 5, 
Number died 1, Condition of Sunday School good. V11lue of 
Church property $1000.00, A mount paid pastor $38.30, Pa~-

. . 

tor; Elder E.E.Morris, Clerk; Maggie Roberts. 
Hawkins:- Membership 100; Number received this year 3, 

Number _baptized 2, Number dismissed 13, Number ditd 2: 



MINUTES OF THE DIBBLE· ASSOCIATION· 

amount paid ·pastor, $88.20, amount·for,evangelistic work 
$33.90: Condition of Sunday $chool good;, average pupils 
40. Prayer meetings twice each W.!t!k •. Pastor, Elder· I. w-., 
Yandell.- Clerk, N. C. Drennan. . . 

. Iron Chappel: Membership 1s1; new memhers·.6, number, 
died 2, number dismissed none.· State. of . religion. good: 
Condition of Sunday School good .. Amount. paid pastor, 
$34.15. Condition of prayer nieeting. £Ood .. Pastor, . Eldar 
'E. E. Morris, Clerk, Bro.Leo Jackson. · · · 

Plainview-Membership, 50, members received .this year 
18, state of religion; good, amount paid pastor, $8 00 num­
ber baptized; 12; pastor, · Elder B.C. Munkus;;. clerk sister,-
Ellen Spain. . ; · · · 

Shiloh -Membership, 55, number, received· this year, 3. 
number baptized, none, number dismissed, none, No. died, 
none, state of religion, good, condition .o( · Sunday School 
good, averJgenumber of pupils, 25, amount paid pastor, 

· $6').00, evangelistic funds, $15 00, Home Mission .. $16.00, 
amount for minutes $5:00; Pastor, L. E. Ward; clerk, sister 
Amy Manning ' . 

Simpson...:...Membership, 32, new mem. 13' No dis. 3, num­
ber died. none. State of religion, good, conditoin of Sund.ay 
School good. Prayer meeting once each week. We have 
a Free Will Baptist League Organization in our church. 
Amount p1id pastor, $15.25. P~stor, Elder J. H. Burr, 
Clerk Sister Bessie Proffer. · 

ORDAINED .MINISTERS OF DIBBLE ASSOCIATION 
Elder E. G. Atkinson 
Elder Simon Buckner, 
Elder J. H. Burr, 

. Elder W. F. Le·e, 
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Blanchard, Okla. 
Rt. 2, Lindsay, Okla .. 

Rt.1, Tabler, Okla . 
Rt. 4, Lindsay, Okla. 



MINUTES OF THE DIBBLEASSOCIATION 

Elder E. E . .Morris, 
Elder,R C. Munkus;', 
Elder John Nunnaly, 
Elder:L; E .. Ward;. 
Elder Arthur;Lee, 
Elder J. 0. Hudson, 

Rt:2/ Blanchard; .0 kla .. 
Rt. J; Baird; Okla::. 

Rt. 2, Blanch1rd,i O'.da, 
Rt; 2, Blanchard, Okla. 

Blanchard/ Okla. 
Blanchard/Okla. 

CHURCH CLERKS 
Atkinson-Miss Ila Rue Striplin2", Blanchard, Okla. 
Bridge Creek-Mrs. Roxie Claunch, Blanchard, Okla. 
Dibble-Mrs. Maggie Roberts, . Rt.4, Blanchard, Okla, 

Ha\Vkins:-Mr. N .. C. Drennan, Rt. 1, Tabler, Okla. 
· Iron Chappel-Mr. Leo Jackson; Rt. 2, Blanchard, Okla. 
Plainview:--Mrs. Ellen Spain, Temple; Okla 
Simpson-Miss Bessie Proffer, · RL2;.Blanchard, Okla. 
Shi!oh~Mrs. Aniy Manning, Rt. 4, Lindsay, Okla. 

Delegates From.Differ~nt Churches.As Follows -
Atkinson_church...:;_Sisters Gladys.Hounshell, Jla Rue StriP:­
ling .. and Brother <;uffey Atkinson. 
Bridge Creek church-,Bruther and. Sister. Bryan Stacey 
anrl Sister Claudil Voyles; , , 
Dibble church-Sisters Shay Ritchey, Lamsey Roland and 
Brother Jess Roland. Al ternate~; Sister Corda Ward,· and 
Brothers Charley Jackson and E D.-.Arnoldi 
Hawkins church_:_Sidters Mettie Moore, Zenaba Jarvis and 

· . Brother,James Sparks; 
Iron ChappeF-Brothers Russell Wells, Denver Wynn and 
W. 0. Battenfield .. 
Plainview church~No delegates. Represented by Elder 

. B. C. Munkus . 
. Shiloh church-sisters DeJJa Cardew, Amy .Manning and 
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· .MJNUTES OF THS DIBBLE ASSOCIATION 

BrotLer Jim Hedrick. 
Simpson chmch-Sisters Hazel Cimpbell, Pauline Meyer~ 
and Btother ,\fahurin. . .......... . 

The . di vir.e • committet reported tha.t :Elder .. Munk us 
would preach at 3.00 p, m. Saturday and ElderJ: H;, Burr 
at 7.30, Saturday ev~ning. . , , . 
, Regularly moved and seconded that we go :into ordin- .' 
a tionservices. . . 
· Brother J. O. Hudson for ministry. . : 

Presbitry-Elder Atkinson, Brother Peters .. 
Brother Lee for ministry. 
Pre~bitry ~ Elder L. E. Ward, Elder Atkinson,· Brother 

Peters. . ... 
. Brother Nichols for Deacon: . . . 
. PresbitrJ- Elder L. E. Ward, Brother. B. J. Peters and 

Elder E. E. Morris. . 
While s1ngin·g "WherC he le~ds me" the. right hand of 

Christian· and' church fellowshio was. extended to the 
candidates: .l\1olion· carried that churches other than 
Sl~iloli, h;vc $5.00 by first quarterly meeting; . . 
Motion carried that the mJderator app:>int ·the. delegi!tes 

, to the State assodation.. · · · 
Delegates as ,Follows: . . 

:. Brother James Sparks, 1:Iawkiris, Brother John Claunch, 
Bridg;:'. Creek,· Brother Jim Hedrick, Shiloh. . . . . 
. Motion carried that the trea5urer send five dollars 'to 
State associ~tion for min~te fund 

The body <.hctcd Elcu LE. Wr11d to pHach th~ 
Introductory sermon at next association. 

Motion carried that this association meet on Wednesday 
night instead of thursday _hereafter and adopt Thursday 
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"MINUTES OF THE ·,DIBBLE )~SSOClATitiN' 

· ~s preachers and deacons day as a means of irettin~ to~ .. 
getheron Free Will Baptis(Doctrine. . 

> :/Dismissed for five minutes recess ... · 
: Called· to· order by Moderator. Song "Blessed Assurance" 

Preaching bf Elder B. C. Munkus. Scripture lesaon from 
Homans. · :. .•·, - . · :·,: . · 

Motion carried that the Dibble Church -entertain the . 
next session-of the Dibble Association. 
. First quarterly meeting .... ~ .. ~: ... ~ .....................•. -Shiloh. 

Second quarterly meeting .... ·.:. .... ~·····- ,.;..._ . .., .... Atkinson, 
Third· quarterly meeting ......... t-'.l-~ •. :: .•. - •••• -I'ton · Chappel. 

,.., ' .. . " ·• 

Re•dihg of Resolutiens number 2, read, approved and 
all committees dischar~ed; It read thus-

. Resolution No. ·2-we wish to thank the Bridge Creek 
c,?

1
u~Ji !ci( their. hospitality 1hown us durJii·g our ·stay· 

amo.ng :·them. 
E. E. Mor~is 
J. Q. Moore 

Jack Hopkins 
Motion- carried .-to .adjourn to meet with the Dibble 

cb,urch on Wedriesdaynight before· the second Sunday in 
Septe1I_1~e1 193~... . . 

._··committee 

. ·:,..,. '. 
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CONSTIT.UTION :, . 
, ; .•. •!'- ;. 

From long experience, we, the members .of the church of 
God .(den9minated, Fr_e~ .Will Bap)ist),· being: regularly 
baptised J.IQ.°Il a P~?{es~ion of O!-P:: fai,th in Q]Jr Lo.rd. Jesus 
Christ; and b~ing·· convinced of the necei:sity of a. corn­
munio:1 of churches tq perpetuate a m;iiQI) iimong:-us, and 
to preserve rind'1nahitain correspirndepc~ with ea~h other; 
do .therefore ·ordian· thjs_ .Co.nstitut~on -for.our better. 
churcli govei:iiment. . . . ':°.;..'L' : ;• --~~:;.: 

Ar( t:U:1e1nbership...:..l'his A°ssociat'ioq1i]11;1Il b,e composed 
(.'f ~.em~~;~-~h9se~ pv the ch,~r~}1esy_r. Q.~ uf._.qj 911~:.l}.!!iQ.fl; 
not cxceedmg three m~ssengern. ,fro1~ .-~-~sh:,~l,um:h, and· · 
upon prnducingJetters, .. they _shall be entitled. to seats. 
All_;,ord.a'.i necV.ifonis t~rs ,a rid ·a eac6ns '. or' said.; u~io11· ;li~ii b~. 
regular niemt>'eiI; \.vhen p~:~sent, .by ~irtue'of tb.~1r.';,.PfiJ._ce . .-. 

Art.. 2. Name~The memoers thus chosen and convened 
in the:~-~~~::~.:.' .. :.,~ ..... : ... Yearly .Meeting or AssQc;jati.on of the 
Churcf{~o'f .·:G()d. (clenominated Free wm B~·ptist), being 
compo;ed'o'ftfi{sundry churches in the Dlbble.Associ.ation , 

:, •• ;~~··; .. •~' _ • ., .. _ .•• ~- ..•.• -.··· .. -;,_,:.. ........ ,. i:\ .. ,~,,~ ... J., .. •.•. ,. 

the' Associa:tfon 'ha\,in'g_ no power. to Ioi:d. it- ,o.v.tr • .,<;od's . ·, 
heritage/ H6r ;,h~v'e; 'ahy'· ·ecci~siasii'cai· 'l)O\YEf:~.PY;rjh(,;'. 
churches, reser\Ting tl1e right of withdrawing from any 
church ·becorhing: drsotderly. . • -· .. 

Art. 3; Letters' ;'.Letters from thJ different churches 
representing are to exprel>s their number in fellowship 
including the number received by experience, by Ittters of 
recommendation,'or restored; the nu'mber dismisseJ or <:X­
c1urled, and those who have_died since the the last Asso- . 
ciation. The churches in sending their letters may send . 
obituaries of any who have died d.1rii1g the year, that we .· 
may keep up the memorial of otir ·cread.. . 

Art.·t! Officers -The Asso2btion shall have a . .Moder­
ator; a Clerk-and a· treasurer; \\;ho shall he_.elected at eaci{ 

14. 
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annual session by the suffa~e of'the niembers.pi.-esent. -- . 

Art. s: New:Clnirches:_:_Newly constituted church~s or' 
· quarterly meetings 1nay' be admitted to the Association\ 
which are to P,etition by Jette~ and delegates. arid,-jf: ·up<in~·-·: 
examinatio11, tiiei are found'·' orf~odox and: ·ord~rJy/ they .. 
may- be received into tlit:f Association, ~ the Moderator \~ 
givihg th~- right hand of fellowship. • · . · ' · · ·• ' 

Art:- 6: 'Q'uestiohs~No questions'from any church· sh~U- :· 
come l:Jnder the con~ideration .of _the, Association .unless it ·· · 
has·been first discussed 'in7its own church. ·. · ... 

Arf 7:·'Motions...:.'Every motion · made and seco.ndef .'_ 
shall come under the ·c·onsrdefation c:ifthe Associati'on, ex~· 
cept it be ·,vithara,vn"by<the· member who made it - . . 

ArL 8.- Minutes_::The Ass6dation is to endeavor to fur,:. 
nisli' the churches\Vith'1niniltes_ of 'the· Association in pro~: 
Jiortion to·the riumber of meinbe rs in each church, . the , 

· . distribution to be:at'the discretion· of the Association~ - • · 
Art,'9:·C[erk'J..!;It_sh~li'be·_tlie·duty of the Cieri( to:k~ep· 

a regular fi\e,of the minutes .of, the Association in .a: book· 
- to be 'kept by the Association forthe 'purpose. . . . : · 
. ·Art. 10 .. : Sig1iatures.:.:;:rhe minutes of the' A;~o-ciation 

shall ·be·reifd:-~t'bd corrected,· if needed; anµ signed; :by the. 

11o"~d!atpr'and ~!erk~ -~ef?,ie.t~~~ close of t_he A~s?ciat.io~'.• 
Art·ll: .. Amendments-'-Amenr:lments t'.o this; Co.nsti· 

tutidifiqaihe made, ,vhen iieces'sary, by a' .'majpjity; yote­
of the memben,,. present,, notice having been ,.gi;\'.tm in 
,vri~ing, __ hhd° r~cqrded'at th.i.Iist .. previous ses~~OI}, _; .. , . ' . 

- ·.. . . ~ . ' 

FREE'-'WILL BAPTIST ARTICLES OF'i='AITH~·:< 
• • •• • .l ( •·.:. - •• · • • : • • . I · .. 4 .J: ~;'; ;. :: ~--; ~- • .~ 

L'The Bib!i;;....;TlieScripti.ires'of the Ofd and New. Tes~, . 
tame;its -,~ere given Bv··111spj/it(61r: of . God;. and.· 

1are.: oiir-> ~ 
infallible rule 6{ faith' a'riU:p1)c:tic't( . ; ' . , . ·· .. ' '. ... _._:.. :.·-,.> 

2. God'--There·is Oh~ liVing'a'~h- true· Goa,· 'revea"led· in'. ✓ 
nature as the Creator, Preserver, and Righteous Governor 

15 
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of the universe, and in the Scriptures as the Father, Son 
and Holy <ihost, vet as one God, infinitely \Vise and good, 
whom all intellii,Ient creatures are supremely to: love, 
adqre; arid obey. . ; . _ . . ., _ . .. ,, · . 

3. Christ...:.christ is God manifest in the -flesh} in His · 
divine.nature trrily God; in His human nature tnily man. 
The mediator between God and man; once . crucified{ · He 
is now risen arid glorified and is our ever present Saviour 
and Lord. . _ .. ___ . . . . , 

4. The Holy Spirit-'fhe Scriptures assii,In to the · Holy 
Spirit all the attributes of God., He is the Reprover, 
Comforter; Guide and Sanctifier of men. . 

5. The Government of God-God exercises a wise and 
benefolent -pn>viden\!e over· all bein2s and all ; things by 
maintaining the ·constitution. and laws -of nature. He ,; 

. also performs special acts of grace, not otherwise pro­
vided for, as the highest welfare ·of man requires. 

6. The ~inf.ulness of Man--Man. was created innocent, 
but by disobedience fell into a state . of sin and condem­
nation. His posterity~. therefore, inherited" a •fallen na­
ttire of. such tendencies that aU who come to years of a1=:­
cotintability sin, and become guiUy before Gdd>: · -- . _ 

7. The Work of Christ-The -·$on of God, by Hi~ in­
carnation, life, sufferings, death and "resurrection effected 
for· all a redemption from sin that is full and free and is. 
the ground of salvation by faith.,· : · 

8. The Terms .of Salvation'.._The conditions of sal­
vation are. 1. Repentance or sincere sorrow for sin and 
the hearty renunciation of it., 2. Faith or the unreserved 
committal of one's self to Christ as Saviour and Lord, with 
purpose to love and obey Him in all things. In the ex­
ercise of saving faith the soul is renewed by the Holy 
Spirit,, freed from the dominion of sin and becomts a 
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:· child of <;od. 3. Continuance, of faith until death; 
9. Election-God · determined froni the begining to· 

; . save all who should comply' with the conditions' of Sal­
vation. Hence by.faith'in Christ men become His'elect.:·', 
· 10. Freedom df the Will-The human will ,is Jree :and· 

selt' cont~olkd, 1having power 'to yield to the·. i~fluence ·of·. 
the truth and the Spirit and:live, or to resist them· arid 

- perish .. · · , 
11. Salvation Free_:God. desires· the salvation' of· all; 

· the Gospel invites all, the: Holy Spirit 'strives· with all 
and whosoever will may come and take 'of the\ wat~r of· 
lifofreely. . .. . . . . . . . 

12. Pei·severence:__All believers in-Christ, who through 
: grace, persevere in hpliness;to the end of life, have the , 

promise of eternal salvation. - · , . · . , 
13. Gospel Ordinances...:.BAPTISM, .oi the immersion 

of b'elievers in,water,.and the LORD'S SUPPER, 'are or­
dinances to be perpetuate'd .· under the Gospei;. FEET 
w ASHlNG>an ordinance teaching humility, .·of .univei-- I 

· sal obllgation, ~md to be admin.istered to all true. belie~ers. 
: 14.' The Christian· Sabbath-The divine law· requires 

. that one day in seven be ·set apart from· secular employ­
. m·ents and amusement's, 'for rest, worship, holy works, 

.. and activities, and for 'personal communion with God. 
. 15. Wa~-War destro,Ys the lives of the-innocent, and 

is contrary to the New· Testament,'therefor~, we are op-
p~ised to' war.· · · . · 

, • , 16. Rcsurreclion, Judgement, and Final Retribution; 
Tire-Scriptures teach the resurrection ('f all men at the· 
last day. They that have done good will -come forth ·to 
the re·s~rrection of lifr, and they that have done evil unto 
the resurre'ction ofdarirnation; foe:1 the· wickGd shall "go 
away into eternal punishment, but the righteous . into 

I 1. f " . ' -eterna l e. · ., 

'. .. 
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LAW OFTHE SUPPER 
The Lord's Supper was instituted for God's people. They 

· an have equal rights to the supper and that right is birth­
right. For by one spirit are ,ve all baptized into one body 
(1 Cor. 12:15). This is not a water baptism but a spiritual 
baptism. Again Christ says, "l'in the door, by me if any 
man enter iri he shall be saved." 1st John 10:9 .. "He that 
entereth not by the door of the sheepfold but cHmbeth up 
some other way, the same is a thief and robber." (John 
10:1). Christ is not water baptism and yet He is the door. 

· There is but one door and.Christ says"l-1<'.! is·that door, and 
he that cometh in by. that door shall have. full fellowship 
and equal rights with all other· Christians. Let a man ex­
amine himself and so let him eat of that bread and drink 
of that cup, for he that eateth and drinke_th unworthy 
· eateth and drinketh damnation to. himself, not to the 
churl!h; but to himself. It is a personal matter in judging 
and eating. . · ' · 

The church that does judge and exclude . any of God's 
people is not acting in keeping ,vith the instructions given 
the church at Corinth. To thus judge anrl exclude one 'of 
the children ot' God is to offend the child so judged and 
exchi'ded. Now listen 'to Christ; "He that offends ~ne of 
these little ones that believe in me, it were better for him 
that a millstone were hung about his neck and that he 
were drowned in the depths of the sea.-Matt. 18:6:'I Car. 
10:30; 13:32. . , 

It is contended that they of the same faith and order 
should be entitled to 'partake; of the· Lord's Supper. I 
admit that the true-faith is the means by which men be 
come Christians. If this i:i what is meant by the same 
faith, I shall not object. We are agreed, but if sect is to . , 
be inferred, I object. As to ·order, if nothing but gospd 
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ord~r is meant, very well; but I do not think one child of 
God could dictate just what anothu should believe or to 

, what church he should belong in order that he may be in 
. the right church, for the church is but an organic body of 
Christians, and simply placing your name on. the roll book · 
of the best church on earth does not make you a Christian; 
neither will a like process in the worst church make a 
sinner. The Eunuch believ·ed and .was baptized. What 
church did he join? Here is faith and here is order. Now 

. I ask if. the Eunuch were to ,vish to commune with some 
of the churches· would he be allowt!d the right? No, he is 
i1ot of the same faith and order; yet he is admitted. in 
Heaven. But nay, he could not be admftted to a sectarian 

• table. A(the Lord's table alChh: people have a perfect 
right, be he whom he may and when the supper is set and 
all of God's people are not invited it is not the Lord's 
supper but a sectarian supper, so we, peing many, are one 
body in . ·christ; and every member one of· another. 
(Romans 12:5). And the way we become' one body is by 
being baptized into, that body and of course that is by 
spiritJal bapfom. He that gets in by water baptism, the 
same is a,thief and a robber; and_ when any one gets into 
the body in a legal way he has a legal right. fo all the 
benefits and privileges of that body, for, we, being many, 
are one bread and one body, for we are all partakers· of 
that one bread (I Cor. 10: 17). By p·artaking we exhibit a 
oneness of that body. What is meant by we? It certainly 
means.all Christians of all ages when you come together. 
tarry for another; be of one mind, but let the the word of· 
God co~troll the mind. If it had, been intended by the 

·· Saviour that the supper should be, guarded as some at­
tempt to gu:i.rJ. it God would have endowed the Judges 
with wisdom to.discern the pure from the impure. But 



MINUTES OF THE plBBLE ASSOCIATION 

the standpoint from whi.ch they judge is watei.· Baptism 
:and a legal administration ofthe same; so if baptism· by 
· immtrsion is a legal'administrntio this settles the matter .. 
· and Christian character is left entirely out; by which 

some .made a woeful mistake, for after ,all this precaution.­
some are found unworthy of the)east of any·privileges of .. 
any church. To admit immersion to be-the only mode of 
baptism, and a true believer·r~ceivipg it,·is this not right? 
Son1e would answer 1f by legal administrator. ' This, all 
that is· wanting, is it ·not a purP.ly personal matter? If so,· 
.he has been as truly baptized as anyone. It is the duty of 
the preacher' to baptize a~d the ~pplirnnt to .·be b~pti~ed., 
-Wheri this is done each has_:performed a ·personal duty~ 
If I had never been. baptized and had ·10_ wait until I. 
found .one wiv.lrrd knew to be a legal adininis'trator I 
would never b~l baptized at all, as I _cannot lmow the heart '' 
of man ... Twu acting in concert, acting in good faith and 
the othei: not-the one is blessed and t1ie other ·is not .. 
Ere·ry. Chr.istian is stridl7respo~sible for his acts and not 
for another. Simon, the sorce1;er, . believed· and. wa,s hi1p~ 

-tized, and that.by a leg-al administrator and yet it is 1:lis-
covered.that he is not a Christia·n. So we see th~tbaptism 
by a legal administrator does not confer any 'claims upon 
him to any Christian rights as the caseprove·s: it to· be· a 
personal mat~cr, as we clearly see that the apostle did his 
duty and Simon did not or vice versa.· . · _ . 

: The apostle, inspifrd, as he was, did not di~cern the evil 
of Simon's h:2art neither ca1nve know the heart of man.· 

·',When we do our study, it i':l ours. When an applicant it is 
· Hi~ .. So. we find that faith, repentance, baptism· and the , 

Christian duties are all personal and accountable to . God 
and not unto man. Various are the opinions of men and 
the ways we account for them _in the capacity of men; 
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and if .we should use the capacity that God has given, I do 
riot think that we should b·e eternally condemned for 
what we cannot help. The church of Christ is divided into 
many members, but it is one spiritual body anil Christ the 
head, and they should have the same care one for the 

· _other as the natural body has for its members, yet they do 
not perform the same office, yet they_ should sub8erve the 
same interest of the body. 
· Should Christians all commune together at the Lord's 

· Table? I answer what the Lord has joined together, let no 
man put asunder. · · · · 

We have forty-eight states in the Union. They .are alt 
· equally free and independent states, andyetthey are one ' 
. united, and have one great central point at which Lo meet 
· a'.nd testify that they c1re free and independent states and 
yet but one Qation. All Christians should ,have one central 
point at which to meet and let the world know that 'they 

. are one. Let that be the Lord's table. Chri~tians feel alike 
if they do not think alike. They can preach to1'ether, pray 
tegether, sing together and love togdher, and should they 
not commune together? And will they not all meet at last 
in the same holy and happy land together? Th~n a union 
and free communion is forced upon us .. Christ s-1id :it the 
last supper that He would drinkno more of the fruit of 
the vine with us till He drank anew in His kingdom: Then 

· all Christians of &II ages will sit around one communion 
table in Heaven. As we find_ ourselves assembled; around 
one Lord's table in Heaven, so should it be on earth. 
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CHURCH COVENANT 
' ' . ' ' 

Having given ourselves to God, by faith in Christ, .and adopted the 
Word of God as -ouiir.ule oUaith and pr-acric2. ~e now. give ourselves to 
one another by the will of God in thi~ solemn' covenant. We promise· 
by his grnee to love ~nd obey him.in all tliings.-to avoid all appearance 
of evil, to abstain from aJi sinful amusements acid un'.;oly coi1forrrlity 
to the world, from.nil sanction of the use and 'sale 'of.intoxicating bev- · · 
erages, nnd to ·'provide things honest in the'sight of all meni'' -.,·. -: 

We ;gree faithfully to discharge our obligati~ns in referenceto the 
study of the·. Scripture~, secret prayer,_ fa~ily · del'otions, and social·. 
worn hip; and by sel fdei1ial, ·faith, and good _works endeavor to "grow. 
in grace ana uie kno,vledge c.f our Lord and Savior.Jesus Christ." We 
will not forget the -assembiing 0f ourselves cogether for chu;ch con­
ferences,:ptitlic wbrship, aud the ordina;1~es of the Gospel, nor :f~il to 
pay accordii1g to our 'ability for the support of the church, ~fits p:JOr, 
and all its her1evolent¼ork. We agree to accept Chr'istiaa admonition 
and reproof with meekr1ess, and to. watch over one another in iove, · 
endeavoring to ''keep tl1e unity of the Spirit" iu the bonds; of · peal;~, ; 
to be 'careful of one anothers haI5piness ai1d reputation, aud to seek ti.>' 
strengthen the,:v.;eak, encourage the afflil'ted, admo1iisi1 the ~rrin.g; and , 
as far- as \Ve are· 1ible promote the success of-. the chur0h,and of t1ie, , 
Gospel., 

1 We will e".er.vwhere hold Cl1dstian prmciple sacred and · 

Christi'an obligations aud . enterprise's supreme; counting it our chief 
. busin~ss in life to extend the i1~flu.ence of Christ iii society;' constantly' 
praying and toiling that the Kingdom of God'may come, and his will 
be done on earth as it is· in Heaven. ' 

To this end we agree to labor'for the promotioci'of educational· and 
denominational enterprises, the support of missions,, th~ succes~ . of,· 
Sabbath schools, and evangelistic efforts for the salvation of the souls 
and the conversio;i~ of die w~r!d.' And may the God of peace sa;1ctify 
us wholly, and preserve us blameless unto the coming' of our Lord 
.i esus Christ·. . . 
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RULES OF ORDINATJON 
t Do you believe in the Tofal ,Depravity 'oithe Hum~n 

Heart? Answer-:-! do not. ·. · . · . . 
.· ... 2. ·no you believe that infants a_re saved while in a state 

·of innonence? . Answer.--~-:J do. ·.. . . · . .· ·. · , · 
3. Do you believe in a Burial of a Belie'ver with Christ 

in water after he has been baptized into ; Christ by the 
··Holy Ghost, as the only Gospel Baptism? Answu-I do. 
·: 5. Do you believe any man has apy right in the ·Gospel 
to repeat baptism to such a subject? Answer-No. 

6. D.o yoti believe that Communion, Feet Washing ~nd 
. Bapti1im are Gospel Ordinances, and i are to be taught and 

practiced until He comes again? Answer-'-! do.' . 
7. wiil you solemnly pledge yourself to preach an<l · 

practice·the same, God being your. helper? Answer..'.:.! 
will by the help of Gori. · . . 

. 8. Do you believe that none will be finally saved but 
those who persevere in holines::. to the end? Answer- I do. 

-·-.-+--
. . . 

LETTER OF DISMISSAL 
, ' 

This' is to'.testify that~· _____ ---'--·--·----···•·-·---·:-........ _ ........ ,is a 
. member.in go·od standing of.the Free WilLBaptist church 

of· Christ·· at-----···············-·-·-··-··· ---·-~······-·:-···~·--···-··--···-,and 
as such \-Ve recommend;him (or her) to the fellowship 9£ 
God's people, and is dismissed from us when united with 
another church. . . . 

DJne in Ch.urch Conference this.:. __ ... day of . __ ...... ·19---·-~~-- . 
····-----··--··· ····--- ·. -··' -··-··· · .. Pa~tor, ···---· -····-·------··· •·- -·-·-·· C_Ierk. 
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FORM OF CHURCH CONFERENCE 

-1. Call Church in Conference. 
2. Call for peace of Church. 
3. Call visiting brethren to seats in council. I 
4. Reading of minutes-bf previous meeting. I 
5. Unfini~hed Bus,iness. ,. -
6. New Business. 
7. Are any sick or in distress .. , 
8. What has 'been done for the suppor~ of the Ministry 

and other incidental expences? 
9. A call for confession. 
10. ~Invitation for members .. 
11. Adjournment. 

+ 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
'1. Introdudory Sermon. 
2. House Called to Order by the Moderator: 
3. Letters Called for, Read and Received. , 
4. Right Hand of Fellowship. · , 
5. Election ·of Officers. 
6. Petitionary Letters. ' 
7. Reading Rules of Order (By-Laws); -
8. Inviting Visiting Brethren to Seats in Council. 
9. Appointment of Committees. 
rn. Uufinished ~ui.iness. 
11. New Business. 
12. Report of Committees. 
13: Miscellaneous Business. 
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