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RULES OF ORDER 

1. At every sitting of the Association, business shall be 
opened and concluded by prayer by_ t,he Moderator or whom­
soever he may request. 

2. l\'[in'isters and deacons present are invited to 'seats, allowed 
to take part in debates on all subjects, and to vote. 

3. Those w·110· speak shall arise and address the Moderator 
Personal reflections sha!,J be avoided in all debates. · 

4. No motion shall be discussed Without a second. 

5. When a motion has been made and seconded, and a mem­
ber opposes its discussion, the Moderator shall put the question, 
"Shall it be discussed?" If negative, the question shall be dis­
missed. 

6. If any pr,oposition or motion under debate contains two 
or more po•ints, it shall be div'ided at the request of any mem­
ber, and the vote taken sepa:rately. 

7. Motions made and lost shall not be recorded. -

8. No one shaH speak more t1han twice on the same subject 
withiout special leave of the Moderator. 

9. All qu,estions SJhall be decided by a majority vote of. all 
members present. 

10. No member shall absent himself without special leave 
of the Moderator. 

11. Minutes shall •be leisurely read and corrected before the 
close of the Assoc'iation, if necessary. 

12. At aH future sessions of the· As1sociation, arrangements 
shall be made to 'insure· two se·rmons, or other devotional ex- ' 
ercises equivalent thereto, during each day. of the session, and 
the cha:ir shall announce just before adjournment who s'hall 
fill the stand at the next meeting. · 

13. These Rule,s of Order shall be distinctly read from the 
chair -immediately after organization of fhe · Association. 

14. Alterations may be made in these rules at any regular 
session of the Ass,ocia tion. 
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1. 
2. 
3. 

Form of Church Conferencr. 

Call Church in Conference. 
Call for 'peace of the Church. 
Call visiting brethren to seats in council. 

4. Reading minutes of previous meeting. 
5. · Unfinished Business. 
6. New Business. 
7. Are any sick or in distress? 
8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 

·what has been done for the support of the Ministry 
and other incidental expenses? 
A call for confession. 
Invitation for members .. 
Adjournment. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

' 1. Introductory Sermon. 
2. House ·called to order by the l\Ioderator. 
3. Letters called for, read and received. 
4: Right hand of fellowship and seating delegate:,. 
5. Electic u of offic~rs. 

-- 6. Petitionary letters called for. 
7.<.Reading Rules of Order (By-Laws). 
8. Invite visiting brethren to seats in co1111cil 
9. Appointment of Committees. 

· 10. , Unfinished Business. 
11. New Business. 
12. Reports of Committees. 
-l?, l\Iiscellaneous, Business. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

The Dibble Association of Free Will Baptist met with 
Bridge Creek Church, at Bridge Creek, Oklahoma, on 
Thursday before the second Sunday in September, 1936. 

'l'HURSDAY NIGHT SERVICE 
Called together by singing, "When We All Get to 

Heaven.'' 
Devotional service was conducted by Eld. L E. "\Vard. 
The Introductory sermon was delivered by Eld. Clay 

Richey. 'l'ext, l\Iark 8 :13, "Let us cross over to the 
other side." , 

Dismissed wlth prayer by Eld. E. E. l\Iorris. 

FRIDAY MORNING SESSION 
Opened by singing, "Some Day." 
Prayer by Bro. J. 0. Hudson. 
Scripture lesson, 1 John, 3rd chapter, by Ass 't Mod. 

; ~ 

Prayer by Bro. Holley. 
Church letters were called for; and letters from the 

following churches were read: 
Dibble, Hawkins, Iron Chapel, Frenney, Atkinson and 

Bridge Creek. 
"\Vhile singing the right hand of fellowship was extended 

. I 

Petitfonary letters called for.- None received. 

Election of Officers 
.l\Ioderator, Eld. E. E. Morris, Blanchard, Okla. 
Ass't l\Iod., Eld. L. E. Ward, Blanchard, Okla. 
Clerk, Shay Richey, Blanchard, Okla . 
.A)ss ;:t Clerk,! Byron Stacy, Blanchard, ,Okla. 
Treasurer, Jack Hopkins; Blanchard, Okla,. 
Rules _of Order read by Moderator, Eld. E. E. l\Im·ris. 

Appointment of Committees by Moderator 
Di.vine Service-Brothers Art _l\Iitchner, Jess·· Rollin 

and James Isoni. 
Resolutions-Brothers Jack Hopkins, Luther Hudson, 

B. C. l\iunkus, D. ·l\L Stacy and E. G. Atkinson. 
Home Missio~-Sisters Ruth Dreanon, Marie Horeth, 

Della Carden and Sister Isom. 
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. Temperance-Bro. Sanford. Johnson, Bro. B. C. 1\Iun:.: 
kus and Bro. Coggins. 

Obituary-Bro. Green, Sister -Trammil, Sister Green·. 
• Sunday School-Sister Fannie Smithen, Brothers Ray­

mond l\Iiller, Harrol Rowe, Boyd Lee, Sister J. O.·Hudson. 
Finance-Brothers Luther. Hudson, Art l\iitchner· and 

Jess Roll en. · 
.. l\fotion carried that corresponding delegates be seated 

,,~ith us. 
Recess. 

l<'IUDA Y, El.iEVEN O'CLOCK SERVICE 
Came together by singing. 
Committee on Divine Servi\;e report Bro. E. A .. O'Don-

nell to fill the stand at eleven o'clock service. 
Prayer by Bro. _\Vill Hudson; .... 
Devotional service conducted by Eld. B. C. l\Iunkus. 
A special song, '' Remember l\Ie, '' was rendered by 

.Bro .. E .. A. O'Donnell, Bro: Luther Hudson and the 
Walker twin sisters of Cushing, Okla.· 

Bro. 0 'Donnell's subject was, · ''This Voice. From 
Heaven" (2 Peter 1 :18). 

Song, ''Hear the Voice of God," by the choir. 
Dismissed with prayer by Bro. l\Iorris. 

' Recess for lunch. · 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 
. Came together by singii1g. 

Scripture lesson, fiftr chapter of ,Job, read by Bro.· 
Hamp Spencer. ' . 

· Prayer by Bro. Luther Hudson. 
Special song arranged by· B110. Luthed Hudson. 
_1\Iotion carried to seat First l\Iission delegates with. ui-;. 
Bro. Coggins gave a report from Center Association 

l\Iotion carried that we accept the report. 
: Bro. Pete Clonnor gave a report of J;'irst Oklahoma 'As-

sociation. Motion carriecCto· accept the report. 
Bro. E. A. 0 'Donnel gave the report from First l\Iission 

Association. l\Iotion carried to accept the report. 
Bro. J. 0. Hudson. gave a report on how. much work 

had been done on the Atkinson churcl1 buildfo.g. . 
The l\Ioderator, E. E. l\forris, . gave a re{ior~ on th~ 

National Association that convened at Nashville, Terin'. 
in November, 1935. ·-• ·· ' 

·1 -c,-



l\fotion carried that wc scucl Bro. :Morris as correspond­
ing delegate to tre First Oklahoma Association. 

1\fotion carried to elect delegates to State A~sociation. 
Those elected were Bro. Knox Bowser, Bro. ·John Bowser, 
Bro: Byl'On Stacy, Bro. Art l\Iitchner, Sister ·onita Stacy, 
Sister Maggie Roberts, Sister Ada Ward. 

Motion carried that this body instruct our delegates to 
vote against the l\I:illennial reign, ii the question conies 
up in tLe State Association, also instruct them to vote 
against, healing servi_ces in the churches. 

l\Ilotion carried that we giv~ Bro. B. C. l\Iunkus a Jetter 
of recommendation. , · · 

'l\fotion carried to adjourn till 11ine o'clock a. m. Sat. 
Dismissed with prayer by Bro. Jack_ Hopkins .. 

FRIDAY NIGH'l' SERVICE 
Opening song, '· \Vhen I Cross Over." 
Prayer by Bro. J. 0. Hudson. 
l111fteen minute song service. 
Prayer by Bro. B. J. Petrrs. 
A special song was arranged by Bro. Byron Stacy: .. 
Devotional service~ were conducted by Bro. L. E. \Varel. 
Bro. E. E. Morris delivered the message.· Subject, 

"\\!'here Does the Soul Go \Vren Man Diesf' 
Sister Evelyn Johnson and_ Sister Audrey Rowe .were 

wonderfully saved. 
Dismissed in prayer by Bro. l\Iorris'. 

SA'l'URDAY MORNING _SESSION 
Came together by singing '' ·whosoever \Vill. '' 
Prayer by Bro. John Bean. 
Scripture lesson PsaHn -thirty-four. 
Congregation stai'iding, sing · and have an old time 

hand shaking. 
Resolution No. 1 read and adopted. 

- 111otion carried· that we seat Brothers John and ·will 
Bean from First_ Mission Association. 

Executive Board Elected 
Brothers E. E. l\forris, L. E. \Varel, Luther Hudson, 

D. ,T. Peters and ,JackHopkins. 
l\Iotion carried that we strike out the article on the· 

Lpr:d's Supper whi,ch we have been .carrying m minutes. 
Ministers' -reports read and accepted; --
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Committee on Divine Service announce Bro. ·will 
Bean to fill the stand at eleven o'clock. 

Recess. 
. . 

. SATURDAY. ELEVEN O'CLOCK SERVICE 
Opening song, ''It's Heaven For Me .. '' 
A special song was arranged by Bro. Luther Hudson. 
B~o. John Bean conducted a very spiritual devotional 

service. 
Bro. B1-ron Stacy announces he has been called to. 

preach. 'l'he Association's prayer is that he will do the 
Lord's will. · 

Bro. Morris made an altar call, two sinners caip.e for 
prayer, aiid Sister 1\fabel Peters gave her heart to God. 

Devotional services took up Bro. Will Bean's hour for 
preaching. 

Dismissed for lune.Ii by Bro. Sam Pyhus. 

SA'l'URDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 
Called together by singing, "It's Heaven Por )\fo." 
Prayer by Bro. Byron Stacy. 
Services were turned over to Bro. John Bean. Text. 

l\Iark 4 :3, "Hearken: Behold, there went out a sowei· 
to sow.'' Bro. -Bean brought a wonderful message. 

Business Proceedings 
Resolution No. 2 was read and adopted. 
Treasurer's report read and approved. 
Home l\Iission and Sunday School Committees reported, 

and committees were discharged. 
Finance_ and Temperance Committees reported, and 

the committees were discharged. 
l\Iotion carried to pay Clerk $5:00 for her work. 
Motion carried that we send $3.00 for State minutes. 
l\Iotion carried that we grant Bro. J. 0. Hud~on a 

letter of recommendation. · · · '' ' 
Motion carried that the Executive BoarC:l pass cm tlie 

minutes before they are printed, and the board also ad­
vise the Clerk where to have the minutes printed., 

· Resolution No. '3 read and accepted, and the committee 
discharged. -- · -

Divine Service .and_ Obituary Committees reported ,and 
the co1nmittees ,vere discharged. ·. ,L, . . : 
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Motion carried that we adjourn until W(l meet ,vith 
!Dibble Church on Thursday night before the second 
Sunday in September, 1937. 

Dismissed by singing '' God Be With .You Till ~We Meet 
Again.'' 

Eld. E. E. Morris, Moderator, 
l\frs. Shay Richey, Clerk. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Home Mission-·we, your Committee on Home Mission, 
believe each church should have an active Home Mission 
to help support the church. We are glad to report that · 
some of our churches have active Home. Missions. 

-Della Carden, Chairman. , 

Sunnday School-"\Ve, your· Committe~ · · on Sunday 
, School, are glad to report that all our churches have 

good Sunday schools. We should encourage this work 
more than we do. 

-Fannie Smithen, Chairman. 

Finance-We, your Committe on Finance, report that 
we have received $50.00 · 

• -'-Jack Hopkins, Chairman. 

Obituary-We, your Committee on Obituary, report 
with'. sad hearts· that death has taken. 

Sister Ruby Idlemen, December 3, 1935, and little 
Marjorie Belle Clagg; daughter ·of Brother and Sister 
Jess Clagg, l\farch 1, 1936, both from Bryant church. 

The little infant son of Sister Lillian Perrin from the 
Dibble church. . 

-Sister Trammill, Chairman: 

Temperance-"\Ve, your Committee on Temperance, 
beg to report _that we c_annot place too high an estimate 
on this subject, it is our duty to well-being in this life;. 
intemperance is disloyal to the laws of nature and to God 
It is harmful and can destroy the soul as well as the body. 

Therefore we ·ask that each member abstain from in­
temperance, and that God's children should always lend 
·a .helping hand to· their fellownian a·nd trY to help liim to 
a higher place. · · · · · · ' 
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"\Ve ask.our ministers to preach at least .two sermons a 
year on this ·subject. , , 

,Ve also ask that each church finding a_1nember indulg< 
ing in such, require public statement -from same, or else 
withdraw from him. · · 

-Sandford J olmson, Chaii·man. 

· Resolutions: No.' 1-:-~_() __ i_t -~~~!yeq, That each church 
should call their pastor, and that the pastor should give 
the church an answer before the Association convenes. 

No. 2-Be it Resolved, That each pastor see that his 
church,· or churches, carry. out all resolutions made· ancl 
adopted by this Association. 

No. 3-,Ye, your Committe~ on· Resolutions, wish to 
recommend that. this body express · our thanks to the 
Bridge Creek church and their neighboring church for 
their hospitality during our stay among them. 

Resolution Carried: Over-Be it Resolved, That each 
church bring to the Association $10.00 for expenses of 
the Association. 

-Jack Hopkins, Chairman 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

Recei.pt_s 
Balance in treasury ................................ $25.67 
Received from churches ........................ 50.00 , 
Received for Atkinson church building 
from Dibble and Iron Chapel ................ 26.00 

Total received in 1936 ............................................ $101.67 

Disbursements 
Paid B. F. Brow1i for minutes ............ $20.70 
Paid for State min:utes ............................ 5.00 
Paid Association Clerk .......................... 5.00 
Paid for church letter forms ................ 1.00 
Paid W. l\I.' Coggins .......... , .......... :.......... 36.00 
Paid Atkinson church ................... ;........ 26.00 

'l'otal am out paid out ......... ::·········,·· .. ·········;;: .. : .... .':.··· . li;93. 70 

Balance m Treasury Sept. 12; 1936 ..... , ... '............... 7.97 
. Jack Hopkins, ·•rreasqet~f! 
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MINISTERS' REPORTO 

Eld. L. E. Ward, Sr.-Sermons preached 65, conver­
sions witnessed 20, money received $81.00, marriage cere-, 
monies performed 8, funerals p:reached 12. Pray for me, .. 
that next year will be a better year for me; 

Eld. B. Q. Munkus7 Sermons preached 28, baptized 5, 
received 6 into the church, . miles traveled unknown. 
Call to ·pastor' one church. another year. Pray that my 
next year's ,vork will be better. 

' . 

Eld. E. G: Atkinson-Sermons preached 34, miles trav­
eled unknown,J?arriage ceremonies performed one, funer­
als preached one, money received .. $12.00, held no revivals 
on account· of my health. Pray for me, that God will 
restore ~y health, tl~at · I may do more for G,od 's cause. 

Eld. J. 0. Hudson~Pastored two -churches, coriv'~rsi~ns 
' witnessed 35, received ii1to church 11, preached one fun­

eral, held two revivals, mo1ie~- received $87._00. 

Eld. CJay Richey;--Sermons preached 157, conversions 
witnessed 75,' money· received $272.50, baptized 21, fun­
erals preached three, marrige ceremonies performed 
two, churches pastored two,· received into churches 23, 
held four meetings, helped to ordain one minister, miles 
traveled about 12,000. I rl:lgret very sorely that I cannot 
be withe you in the Association, but my prayers are with 
you. Pray that my next year's work ,vill be better for 
the Lord and His cause. · 

. Eld. E .. E. Morris-Sermons preached 190, conversions. 
witnessed 87, baptized 41, taken into churches 44; money 
received about $430.00, marriage ceren1011ies performed 
unknown, trayeled 12,000 miles. I desire an interest in 
your prayers. 

CHURCH REPORTS 

Frccny Church~State. of religion good, memberes re­
ceived this year 11, total membersi1ip 42, condition of 
Sunday school good, paid pastor $24.50, amount for evan-
ielis_tic work $5.00. · . ~ · · . · . . _ 
.. Elcl'.° J. 0. Hudscn;; Past?r, Della Wilson, Clerk. 



Bridge Creek Church-State of religion good, members 
received this year 24, number baptized 24, number dis­
missed 9, total. membership 108, ·Sunday. school good, -' 
paid pastor$80.00, amount for evangelistic work $10.50, .... 
value of church property $1000.00. · 

Eld. E. E. 1\forris, Pastor, · Byron Stacy, Clerk. 

Dibble Church-State of religion good, members re 
ceived this year 19, number baptized 11, total_ member­
ship 163, Sunday school good, paid .pastor $184.25, value 
of church property $1,000.00. 

E.ld; Clay Richey, Pastor, Eliza Sharp, Clerk. 

Atkinson Church-State of religion goo,d, members re­
. , 'ceived none, number baptized none, numMr dismissed 8. 

total membership 44; Sunday school good, amount paid 
pastor $12.00, value of church property 3300.00. 

Eld. A. V. Lee, Pastor, Pearl Isom, Clerk. 

Hawkins uhurch-State of religion good, members re­
ceived this year one, number baptized none, nuniber dis­
missed none, total membership 30, ·condition of Sunday 
school fair, paid pastor $83.75, amount for evangelistic 
work $49.50. . · 

Eld. E. E. l\forris, Pastor, Fannie Smithen, Clerk. 

Iron Chapel Church-State of religion good, members 
received this year 7, number baptized 4, total member­
ship 60, condition of Sunday school good, amount paid 
l?astor $53.00, amount for evangelistic work ,i,25.00. 

Eld. Clay Richey, Pastor, Nettie Hudson, Clerk. 

Bryant Church (Report received after the manuscript 
had been accepted for printing by the Executive .Board). 

State of religion good, num_ber received this year. none, 
number dismissed none, number died one, total member­
ship 54, condition of Sunday school good. Our bmlding 
is at a standstiff for lack of workmen, and we are short 
of funds. \Ve send $5.00 for minute funds. Bro. Clay 
Richey has been called as our pastor for the coming year. 

Eld. Lonnie Ward, Moderator, Amy lVIanning; Cle.rk~ ,' 
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Atkinson, 
· Bridge Creek, 
Dibble, 
Hawkins, 
Freeny, 
Iron Chapel, 

CHURCH CLERKS 

Pearl Isom, 
Byron Stacy, 
Eliza Sharp, 
Fannie Smithen, 
DeUa Wilson, 
Nettie Hudson, 

· Blanchard, Okla. 
Blanchard, Okla. 
Blanchard, Okla 

Tabler, Okla. 
Blanchard, Okla. 
Blanchard, Okl.a. 

ORDAINED MINISTERS 

J. 0. Hudson, Blanchard, Okla. W. F. Lee, R4, Lindsay, Okla. 
L.M. Buckner, R2, Lindsay, Okla. John Nunnely, Blanchard, Okla. 
E. E. Morris, Blanchard, Okla. Clay, Richey, Blanchard, Okla. 
A. V.Lee, · Blanchard, Okla. B. C. Munkus, R2, Norman, Ok. 
E.G. Atkinson, m,anch:ird, Okla. V{. · L. Nance, Blanchard. Okla. 
Joe Pate, Blanchard, Okla. Emmit Clagg, Lindsay, Okla. 

L. E. Ward, Sr;,' Blanchard, Okla. 
L. E. Ward, Jr., 708 '54th Ave., Oakland, Oalif. 

FREE WILL BAPTIST ARTICLES OF FAITH 

1. THE BIBLE. The Scriptures of the Old and New 'festa• 
ments were given by inspiration of God, and are our infallible 
rule of faith and practice. 

2.' Gun. There is one living and true God, revealed in nature 
as the Creator, Presener, and Righteous Governor of the uni• 
verse, and in the Scriptures as the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, 
yet as one God, infinitely wise , and good, whom. all intelligent 
crea_tures are. supremely to love, adore and obey. 

3. CHRIST. Christ is God manifest in · die fle.:il:; in His 
divine nature truly God, in His human nature truly man~ The 
mediator between God and man, once crucified, He is now rise'l 
and glorified and is our ever present Savior and Lord .. 

4. TIIE 'HoLY Srmrr. The Scriptures assign to, the Holy 
Spirit all the attributes of God. He is the Reprover,. Com• 
forter, Guide and Sanctifier of men. 

. 5, TIIE· GovEit:-!MKNT <n- Gon. God exercises a wise and be­
nevolent providence over all beings and all things by main- . 
taining the constitution and laws of nature. He also performs 
special acts of grace, not otherwise provided for, as the highest" 
welfare' of man requires. , 
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6. THE SINFULNESS OF MAN. Man was created innocent, 

but by disobedience fell into a state of sin and condemnation. 
His posterity, · therefore, inherited a fallen nature of such 
tendencies that all who come to years of accountability sin, 
and become guilty before God. · 

7. THE Wo1uc OF CHRIST. The Son' of God, by His incar­
nation, life, sufferings, death and resurrection effected for all 
a redemption from sin that is full and free and is the ground . 
of salvation by faith. 

8. · THE Tmurn OF SALVATION. The conditions of salvation 
are: 1. Repentance or sincere sorrow for sin and the hearty 
renunciation of it. . 2. Faith or the unreserved committal of 
one's self to Christ as Savior and Lord, with purpose to love 
and obey Him in all things. In the exercise of saving faith 
the soul is renewed by the Holy Spirit, freed from the dominion 
of sin and becomes a child of God. 3. Continuance in faith and 
obedience until death. 

9. ELECTION. God determined from the beginning to save 
, all who should comply _with the conditions of salvation. Hence 

by faith in Christ men become His elect. 

10. FREEDOM oF WILL. The human will is free and self-con­
trolled, having power to yield to the influence of the truth and 
the Spirit and live, or to resist them and perish. 

11. SALVATION Fnm,;. God desires the salvation of all, the 
Gospel invites all, the Holy Spirit strives with all, and whoso­
ever will may come and take of the water of L,ife freely. 

12. PEI!SEl'EltANCE. All believers in Christ, who through 
grace, persevere in holiness to the end of life, have the _promise 
•>f eternal salvation. 

13. GOSPEL ORDINANCES. BAPTISM, or the immersion of 
believers in water, and the LORD"S SUPPER, are ordinances 
to be. perpetuated under the Gospel: FEET WASHING, an 
ordinance teaching humility, of universal obligation, and to 
be administered to all true believers. 

14. THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH. The divine law requires that 
one day in_ seven be set apart from secular employments and 
amusements, for rest, worship, holy works, and activities, and 
for_ personal communion With God. 

15. . WAn.. War ·destroys the lives or tne innocent, and is 
contrary to the New Testament, therefore, we are opposed to war. 

16, RESUllITECTION, JUDGMENT, AND FIXAL RETRIBUTION, The 
Scriptures teach the resurrection of -all men at the last day, 
They that have done good will come forth to the resurrection 
of life, -and they that have done evil unto the resurrection of 
damnation; then the wicked shall "go -away into eternal Run-. 
lshment, but the righteous into eternal life." ,·' '· -,-· 
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------ --------------

_ CHURCH COVENANT 

Having· given ourselves to God by faith in Christ, and ad­
opted the Word of God as our rule of faith and practice, we 
now give ourselves to one another by the will of God in this 
solemn covenant. We promise by His grace to love and obey 
Him in all things, to avoid the appearance of evil, to abstain 
from all sinful amusements and unholy conformity to the 
world; from all sanction of the use and sale of intoxicating 
beverages, and to "provide things honest in the sight of all 
men." 

We agree- to accept Christian .admonition and reproof with 
meekness, and to watch over one another in love, endeavoring 
t.o "keep the unity ot" the Spirit," in the bonds of peace, to be 
careful of one another's happiness and reputation, and seek to 
strengthen the weak, · encourage the afflicted,. admonish the 
erring, and as far as we. are able, . promote the success of the 
church and .of the Gospel. 

We will everywhere hold Chrit•tian principle sacred and Chris­
tian obligations and enterprises supreme; counting it our chief 

, business in .life to extend the influence of Christ _in society; 
· constantly praying and toiling that the· kingdom of God may 
come, and His will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

We agree faithfully to discharge our obligations in refer­
ence to the study of the Scriptures, secret prayer, family de­
votions. and social worship; and by self-denial, faith, and good 
works endeavor to "grow in grace and the knowledge of _our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ." We will not forget the as­
sembling of ourselves together for church conferences, public 
worship, and the observance of the ordinances of the Gospel, 
nor fail to pay according to our ability for the support of the 
church, of its poor, and .. all its benevolent. work. · 

To this end we agree to labor for the promotion of edu­
catlonai and denominational enterprises, the support of mis­
sions, the success of Sunday- schools, and evangelistic efforts 
for the salvation of souls, and the conversion· of the world. 
And may the God of peace sanctify us Wholly, and preserve us 
hlameJess. unto .tlie coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

CONSTITUTION 

From long experiience, we, the members of the Church o.f God 
(denominated Free Will _Baptist)", being re,gular'ly baptized upon· 
a professi'on of our faith in our Lord Jesus Chr'ist, -and being 
convinced of the necessity of a combination of churches to per-

. petuate a union among us, and to preserve and ma'intaiin oorre­
_. spondence with each ot-11er, do :therefd1'e ordain this Con:stitu­

t'ion for our better Ohurrh government. · 
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Art. 1. ~- MEMBERSHIP. This Association shall be composed · ,, 

of members chosen by the churches ,or quarterly meetings of ~ 
our union, not exceeding t!hree messengers from each church,.....:----
and upon producing letters, they shall be entitled to seats .. ~1>) • 

. · o~dained' ministers and deaco1;s -of mid ~nion . sha.-ll ~regul!I,~ 
memibers, when present, •by virtue of their oft11ce./ / 

Art. 2. NAME. T'he members thus chosen ana cqnVened in 
the ..................... Yearly Meeting or Assocla'tion of the 

- Church of God, denominated Free Will Baptist, being composed 
of the sundry churc:hes in the Dibble Assocfation, the Associa­
tion having no power to lord ·it over -God's heritage, nor have 
any ecclesiastical power over the churches; reserving the right 
of withdrawing from any church becoming disorderly. 

• Art. 3. LE:TTillRS; Letters from the different churches rep­
resentring are to express their number in fellowship, including 
t•he nr.mes and ad'dresses of ordained and licensed ministers, the 
number of members received upon profession -of. fait!h, by letter 
or· recommendation, by restoration or denominational choice; 
the nunibe,r dismirned by lette·r, excluded, and th·ose •having died 

· since· iJiast Associati'on. Churches, in sending their letters, may 
send obituaries of any who died during the year, that we may 
keep up the memo-rial of our dead. 

· Art. 4. O,F,F'ICE,RIS. The AssociaUon s 1h a 11 h a v e a 
Moderator, a Cle•rk, a Treas:urer, and an Executive Board of 
three members wiho shall be· eleded at each annual session of 
the Association. by the' ,suffrage of the members present . 

. Art_ 5. NEW CHURCHES. ,Newly constituted churches may 
be admitted to the A,ssociation, which are to petition by letter 
and delegates, and if upon examination, they are :fiound to !be 
orthodox and orderly,_,they may be rece'iv-ed into, the Ass.ociation, 
the l\foderator giving· the -right .hand of fellowship. 

Art. 6. QUESTIONS. No question from any church shail 
come under the conside·rat'ion of the As1sociation unless it has 
be1en first cunsidered in its own church. 

Art. 7. MOTIONS. Eve·ry motion· made and seconded shall 
come under the consideration of the Association,. except it be 
witlldra,wn by the member who made it. 

Art 8. MINUTES. The Association 'is to endeavor to furnish 
the oirnrches ,vith minutes of the Association in proportion to 
t•he amJo:unt 'Pa'id 'by each church, the distribution to 'be at the 
discretion of the Asrsoctation. 

Art. 9. CLERK. It shal:l be the duty of the Clerk to keep a 
reguhw file of the minutes of the Association in a book to be 
kept by J[le As!:!o'ciatfon for that purpose. 

Art. 10. SIGNATURES. The minuteii of 'the AissoC:iation 
shall be read and c1orrected, if. needed, and ·signed by the Mod­
·o~·-:i.tor · and Clerk before the close of the A1ssociation. 

Art.. 11. AMENDMENTS./ Amendments to this Constitution 
may be made, when necessary, by a maj,o.1city vote of the mem- , __ . · 
bers present, notice havi,i:l'g ·been given in writing, and recordei:l''·: · · · 
a. the last previous session. ' 

-14-


