MINUTES

OF THE

THIRTIETH ANNUAL SESSION
OF THE

DIBBLE ASSOCIA” ION

OF
FREE WILL BAFTIST
HELD WITH

Dibble Church, September 10 to 12, 1937.

OFFICERS
Moderator, Eld. E. E. Morris Blanchard, Okla.
Ass’t Mod., Eld. W. F. Lee, Lindsay, Okla.
Clerk, Bro. C. L. Hudson, Blanchard, Okla.
Ass’t Clerk, Fannie Smithin Tabler, Okla.

The next Annual Session of this Association will
be held with the Bridge creek Church, begining on
Thursday night before the second Sunday in Sept-
ember, 1938.
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, Form of Churcb Conferonce TR
V[T Gall Chureh 'in Coniference. e
2. Call for peace of the Church
3. Call visiting brethern to councxl
-Reading mmutes of prev; lous meetmg
nfxmshed Bunmess

'b--em

- Acall o1 confusxon i o
10 Inv;tatlon*” for ? members P
- 11 Adjournment

s R i e

ORDER O“‘ BUSINESS

Introductory Sermon. ; AR

House called to order by the Modorator
Letters called for, read and received.

Right hand of fellowshxp and seatmg dolegates :
_Election of officers. . . - :
‘Petitionary letters’ called for.” - o
* Reading Rules of Order (By Laws) :
.- Invite visiting brethern to seats in the councxl
i “«:Appomtment of the Committees. S

* 10. " Unfinished Businessii:iii < i
11. New Business.

12.  Reports of Comm]ttoes : ERP RIS
13 stellaneouu Busmoss T e
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‘RULES - OF ORDER '

» 1 At every s1tt1ng of the assocxatlon, busmess shall
B be opened and concluded by prayer by the Moderator
or whomsoever he may request. .

2. Ministers and deacons present are mvnted to seats, .

‘ allowed to take part m debates on all subJects, and to
vote:

<8 Those who speak shall arise and address the Mod-
- .erator. Personal reflections shall be avoided in all debates.

'4.. No motion- shall be.discussed without a second.
-5. ' When a motion has been made and - seconded, and
"a member opposes it's discussion, the Moderator shall
put the question, “Shall it be dlscussed"” If negatlve the
- question shall be' dismissed.
6. If any propasition or motion under debate con-
tains two or more' points, it sh: 1l be divided at the re-

- quest of any member, and the vote taken seperately.

*7. Motions made and lost shall not be recorded. -
-7 8. . No one shall speak more than ' twice on the same

- -subject without spect al leave of tho Moderator -

9. All questions shall be decxded by a majority vote
: ;of all members present.

10. No member shall absent hlmself Wlthout speclal
leave of the Moderator.

11. Minutes shall be lexsuerly read and corrected be- :

fore the close of the Assocxatlon, if necessary.-
~ 12.At all future sessions of the Association, arrange-
. ments shall be made for two sermons or other devotion-

al exercises equivalent thereto, during each day of the

session, and the chair shall- announce just . before ad-
‘journment who shall fill the stand at-the next meeting
" 18. These Rules of Order shall be distinctly read from
the chair xmmedlately after orgamzatxon of the ASSOula-”

" tien.

14y Alteratxons may be made in these rules at any
regular session of the Association. .
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, vPRCEEi)INGS‘ o

The Dibble Assomatlon of Free Will Baptlst met with
, "the ‘Dibble Church at'Dibble Okla. Thursday mght be-
fore the second sunday in Sept 1987 e _

. THURSDAY NIGHT SERVICE.

Opened w1th song service. Prayer by Eld Clay Rlchey
A very spiritual devotional service which was eujoyed by
-all was: conducted by Eld. Clay Richey, after which the
. message was delivered by. the Moderator Eld. E. E, Morris
* Theme, “Looking For Ward ” Phll 3:18; Whlch was very
instructive = ..

- Appointment of homes for the delegates Serv1ces d1

vmlssed with prayer by Eld A, M Hol]ey. to meet Fri-

. .day morning. - \
Celt T*‘RIDAY MORNING SESSION

o Opened by smgmg, “A Wonderfu] Txme ” Prayer by
‘E.-A.O’Donnell. Scripture reading by moderator, Psa. 34.
Letters from Churches called for and - recieved follow-
ing, Dibble,’ Bridge Creek, Hawkins, Bryant, Freeny,»
- Iron Chaple, and Atkinson. Letters read. Motion and
-sécond to recxeveletters and seat delegates. Song, “HeIs .
) Callmg }ou The right hand of fellowship was extended- -
. i .. .. ELECTION.OF OFFICERS:
Eld. -E. E Morris reelected Moderator. .. - - L
.. Eld. W. F: Lee. Asst., - S Moderator‘

. Bro. Luther Hudson, - SN Clerk’
. Fannie Smithian Asst.,. SR /» o - Clerk.

- Jack Hopkins Treasure. .
B -szxtmg brothﬂrs ngen rlght hand of. chrlstlan fellow-' )
sh\p T L
Appomtmant of commlttees by moderator i
,Dw)ne service.. J. Q. Moore, A. F. Ward, T. O. Dunn
Resolutions.. - H. C. Mchurin, Jack Hopklns,A G At-"'g
‘ kmaon, Carl Smlthm and-A. J Moore S
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b thome stsxon Grace Lee Gladys Shlrey, Mary Voyles

" and Clandine Trout. . B
Tempexance G.A. Stevens, H Drennon,W M Gentry L
- and.Bryan Stacy.

B :.Obituary.. Oneta’ Stacy, Ralph Hampton, Boyd Lee, and, S

.+ Sister Clint. Jackson. ... -
> Sunday. School.. Pearl Isom, Olhe Haskms, Jess Rollm,:
- - and Richard Clagg.. ‘. -
- Finance.. Jack Hopkins,: A Fostsr B J Petters, A V S

"""Lee, J. O. Hudson, W. G. Jarvis, and J. A Trout ~
" Divine Committe Reports - Eld Paul Pursell flll tle

S ,;-stand at eleven oclock. Recess.: ' .
--Called, together.by - s1ngmg,“0 I Want To See me.’,’ R
Prayer by Eld:."A, M. Heffley. Message by Eld. Paup ..

‘Pursell. Heb. 2:1, % Therefore We Ought.” ‘Which wag

g ‘fjvery instructive. A readmg was given by Eld. John- Bean -

" on “ Tithes.” Dismissed by - moderator {Eld. E. E.. Mor..
e ns, after which dinner was served: at the Cnurch :
’ - FRIDAY . AF’I‘ERNOON SESSION

S Came together by singing, “I Have A Mansmn ” Scnp-
e ture lesson read by A. V. Lee. Rules read from the Chalr.
"~ Unfinished Business, (none.) «7: .0 .« - ‘

- -New Business, Eld. J. 0. Hudson asked for a letter '
- from this Association to the Hopewell No: 2. Association.
_ Motion and second to grant same: Eld. :E.A. 0’Donnell

gave & talk on the need of ‘a - church:‘paper, which was

i ,,"very scriptural and-good. Dlsmlssed for commlttee work

- -.;Called together: A- wonderful message’ in song - ‘by:Ar-

Vel thur Hearron, : E A O’Donnell Luther Hudson, and
Cu Maggxe Roberts. it

A collection was taken to flmsh paymg for Eld Péul

Pursell’s {tabernacle, which'was $ 56.30.-We are happy to

i }-’f}report that Dibble Association paid this for’ ‘him. Divine -

-.committee reports that Eld: John Bean will: preach at 3
p.m. Sub, “Where Art Thou?” A wonderful message

- was brought, and Bro. ‘Audry: Trout ‘came ‘to ‘altar and
... was wonderfully blessed. Dismissed by Eld. M T Holley,




e future

o commlttee dxscharged

o FRIDAY N IGHT SERVICE
Came together by song service. Prayer by Eld E E.

- “Morris.. Devotional service was" conducted by Eld. LiE.

Ward which was proved to bea souIs blessing. The' mes-

" .iage.for the évening.was brought by Eld.. K. A. O Donnell

Theme: “With the heart man beheveth %A very soul*

stlrmg servrce, unvxtatlon ‘was glven for: pemtents and o
- Gister - Jess Hannon responded and was wonderfully blest

Dlsmlssed by Eld. A. M. Heffley. -
:SATURDAY. MORNING SESSION

::Singing: “Hold to Gods Unchanging ‘Hand.” Prayer by; .

Bro B. C. Wilson,: from Spring Hill Church 'Song, “Where

e ’, We’ll Never Grow Old,” dedicated to Eld. ‘W. M. Cog-.

. ligins Who is in®his 90th year.” After. whlch he ‘gave us . '
: vory spmtual talk'which was enJoyed by all. ;

Scrlpture lesson read by Moderator Irom fourth Chep .

‘ wof 2nd. Timothy. " GE N s e

Report on Sunday School We your commlttee on Sun-

: ‘day School report all'have good’ Sunday Schools and we

“Pray. the chlldren of God w1ll encourage this’ move in the"f

i Slster Pearl Isom, Chalrman :
Reso]utlon No 1 ‘Be it resolved that when any preach-p

,1-',“»‘ Gloes

. 7erjoins any church in this ’ Association’ that he’ becomes a
.meémber.of.the Association and when '‘a’ preacher moves

i his membership .to . amother: Association” he becomes a
.member of the same, Jack Hopkms, + Chairman. - :
Commxttee on. Divine service. report that Eld. ‘W F ,

o Lee fill the stand at. eleven o’clock. A special .song was
- rendered “He 8 My Shepard,’”: ‘by.Bro. and Sister Bryan. =
el Stacy, Bro. Luther Hudson, and daughter Ada Text fore o
R ithe servxce, Psa. 52:7. Dismissed . for lunch: '

.SATURDAY EVENING SESSION

= Callod together by. singing “What A Friend We. Haye In ) :
- Jesus.”’ Prayer by Eld Earhne Hasklns Scr!pture lesson '

Psa 1 E:’;'\;"'f;‘ P ‘ ;' 3 e
Report on Temperance read and accepted Commlttee,
dlscharged “Committee on; Obltuary reports read and‘__




Executive Board elected. Motion and second that we,
retain the Executive Board which consists of Eld. E.E.

" Morris, Eld. L. E. Ward, Bro. C. L. Hudson, Bro B I

= Peters, and Bro. Jack Hopkins.
R - MINISTERS REPORTS

l?astored ‘three churches, preached 180 sermons, 12
funerals, 11 marraiges. witnessed 75 conversions, ‘bap-

- tised 85, called to three churches for another year. Re-

ceived $382.92 in money, "food, and clothing. Miles
traveled unknown. Pray for me that I‘llbe a better pas-
tor for my churches, and a ‘better Evangehst in leadmg

souls to Christ. -

Pastored two churches, sermons 140, conversions 35
baptised 10, recived into the church 15. Money recexved
. $200 00 I deslre an intrest i in your prayers

Eld.E.E. Morrls :
Sermons preached 24 Conversions’ wnnested 10,

‘ »funerals 8, marriages 6. Pray that'my report may be
larger next year. God blessthe Asloclatxon, and all the
delegates and preachers

“Eld.L. E. “Ward,

Preached 134 sermons, miles traveled unknown. Held
one revival. Baptised none. Called to pastor one church
for the coming year. Pray for me that God will bless my

work and that I will be able to do more for the cause of

God.
= Eld. E. J. Atkmson.
-I have not preached as much this year as I should. All
my preaching has been done-at home, Pray for me that I
may get away to go from place ‘toplace and preach the

Gospel. Thave preached-about 40 sermons. I have re--

‘ceived no money, I have walked about ‘100 ‘miles. ‘Per-
formed three marraiges. Baptised none. Pastored ‘no
churches Frlled one appomtment

'EldWFLee~

1 have preached 54 sermons. Held one revival meetmg

witnessed 6 conversions, baptised 6, preached 2 funerals, -

Pastored 2 chruches, ‘and recexved $25. Miles traveled
. _7__ . : .

‘Eld. Clay Rxchey =




unknewn. I desire your prayers that thlS commg yec.rs HE

- work may. be more succeeful

fair, Total membership 48. amount paid -pastor, $44.97.
Amount for. Evangelestlc work $19.55. Amount for build-
" ing and repair $547 97. Value of church properlty $7 5.00
Amount for mlnutes $10 00. :
R DA Clay Rlchey pastor.
T, 0. Dunn, Clerk.

Atkmson Church State of relegion. goodC membershlp;;‘
8, Sunday School good, ‘Value church property $350 00. ..

~Amount for minutes $2.50.
: ’ E. G. Atkinson, pastor, ;
REPORT OF COMMITTEES

Home Mlssmn Committes reports- that five church"es":
have Home Mlqsmns Hawkms, Dxbble, Bryant, Brldge »

Creek and Freeney

"Hawkins Home Mlsswn has taken in about $12 thch; -

has been used for the support of the church.

S Arthur Lee :
' Bryant Church State of rehglon good Sunday School

Dibble Mission has taken in $67.07. Amount ‘paid out .

pastor, needy families and palnt for the church $37 83
: Bal. in the Treasury $29.24. e
Freeny Homse Mlssmn has pald ‘};8 23 to the needy

Brldge Creek Home Mrssxon has taken in' $22.50 pald .

pastor $1 ‘each month Paid out for flowers $5

~'Bryant Home Mlssmn “paid pastor $5, Mlnutes $2. 50 A, ‘,

‘paid Eld. Will Hearren ~§280. Total paid out $12. 80,

total in- the Treasury $2.40. Committee: Grace Lee,
Mary Voyles, Claudine Trout and Gladys Shlrey

leble Church State of relegron good Members re-"ji;

Cerved thls year 28 baptlesd 21, ‘dismissed 1, membershlp' :

80. Sunday School good Amount pald Pastor $18O 00: -

‘ Bulldlng and repair.; . . -~ $ 25.00°
Value Church properfy B $1000 o
Amount for Home' Mlssmns : $ 3783 -,

Mmutes i> 3 e $10 00
R Clay Rlchey, pastor
. Hasta Bowers, Clerk, -
=8—



‘ REPORT ON FINANCE ' N
Recexved 0 . ;;_/, Pald Out

................ $ 10 00 !B F. Brown..._,.:_....$ 15. 00 g
© $.10.00+'Assoc. Clerk.......-.$  5.00.

$10.00. E1d.W. M, Cogg1ns$ 86.00. -
8 2.00. ‘State Minutes........ $- 3.00.
+. ¢ 2.00.Eld. Paul Pursell $ 56.30.
.:$10.00.Total Pd.Out +$ ~ 115.30.
| - : $10.00-'B3]; in Treasury $. ' 3.47.
Amt. for Tabernacle $ 56. 30./Preas, Jack Hopkins. " -
Bal. brot. "‘orwerd from 1936 [ R
8T, 97.0¢ ,
~“Total” $118 77 e
Report on Obituary: ‘

- We report with sad hearts " ‘the death of sxster Mary _
‘ Ragsdale who departed this hfe Feb. ' 24th.’ Also the in.
fant 'son of Bro.and Sis. Geo.’ Trout May 2nd beth of

: Brldge Creek church We pray our loss was Heavens
gam o

: : Oneta Stacy, (‘halrman o
‘ Temperance S
We your commlttee on Temperance beg to report that
we cannot place'too hxgh an estimate on' thxs subJect itis
our duty to well-being in this life.- Intemperance Is dxsloy
to the laws of nature and God. It is ‘harmful and’ destroys
- the'soul as well as the body Therefore we urge that each
member abstain’ from mtemperance, and for God s
children to always lend a helpmg hand to thelr fe llow- ;
man and try to help him to'a hxgher place in life.. o
: Chalrman, G A SteVens el
CHURCH REPORTS ke
" Iron Chappel Church, state of releglon good members
- received:2 total membershxp 60 pald pastor $41. OO

 Paid Evangelist ...l 2 i $26.00
-~ Incidentals. i .....iii5 T n$250
" Minutes : ok i ‘$10 00
Sanday Schdol good Clay Rxchey, pastor

Nettle Hudson Clerk
—_ 9 o




Pearl Isom, Clerk
Brxdge Creek Church: State of rellglon good Sunday

“School good. Members received, 7, baptised 5, number

dismissed 1. Total membership 113. Amount 'pald pastor

- $106.00. Value of Church property $1000. 00 Amount for
.Mmutes $10. 00 -

-E. E Morris, pastor
Bryan Stacey, Clerk.

Freeny Church State of rehglon good, Sunday
School good. Membership 45. Amount paid paator $21.15
Amount paid paid Evangelist $13.67. Amount for Home
Mission $8 32. Amount for minutes $2.50.

~A. V. Leepastor
 Lonnie Garrison, Clerk \

Hawkins Church: ‘State of religion - good, Sunday
School good. Men bers received 8 number baptised 4.
numker dismissed 6; members members! i ip 86. Amount

‘paid pastor $89.20. Amount for Evangehst $28 28

Amount for minutes $10.00. :

E E. Moms, pastor.
Fannie Smithin, Clerk.

Motlon -and second that we pay Association Clerk
$5.00 for preparation of the manuscript..

- Motionand second we pay $3.00 for State Mmutes

Motion and seconded that the Moderator be efpower-
ed to appoint delegates to the State Association.

Bro. Jess Roliin, Bro. W. M. Gentry, Sis. Gladys Shir..
ey, Bro. Carl Smithin, Bro. G. A. Stevens, Bro. H. Dren-
nen and Bro. Boyd Lee were appointed.

Motion carried that our treasuer Bro. Jack Hopkms-
pay Eld. W. M. Coggins $3.00 each month. ‘
Motion and second that Dibble Association ask for. the

State Association for 1938.

Motion carried that the Dibble Assoclatlon have a 15
day Bible School to be held with the Dibble Church. - -

Motion to table financing of School until the first -
quarterly meeting. Dismissed for a few minutes recess;

Called together by singing “Peace Be Still”” after which

Eld ‘Paul Pnrsell made us a very spxrxtual talk and




'thankmg us for the offermg ‘on the tabernacle Whlch

" makes ‘it his very own. Following this. he sang us a'solo, -

¢ “T'got the'best end of ' the deal”.. Whlch was enJoyed by

". all: Bro. Earline Haskins brought - the message from

- URId.

: PsalmsZ 15y touchlng the hlgh pomts of doctrme R

: Rcsolutlon No.2: o S

s Welyeur commlttee on resolutlons wxsh to ‘reccom= -

~'+'mend that- this body express our ‘thanks to ‘the Dibble s
- Chureh and  neighboring churches for thexr hospltahty :
: during our stay among them. '@ © ‘

~ Motion and second.we adjorn to. meet thh the Brldge

" Creek Church on. Thursday night before the second Sun-
R day in September 1938. Dismissed by Bro Sam’ Pypas

e MINISTERIAL REGLSTRY

3 D)

Eld E E Moms IR .‘Blanchard, Oklahoma
* Eld:>W. M. Groggins . " ';:'1 " Blanchard Oklahoma.
"Eld: Clay Richey - * * - Blanchard, Oklahoma,
“Eld.A. V.Lee "~ ... - Newcastle, Oklahoma.
'Eld.E. G._Atki_nson‘_"f e ‘*.~Blanchard Oklahoma.
L. E: Ward ERE Blanchard Oklahoma.
VEId E F Lee w; EE " Lindsay, leahoma._ :
o V1s1t1ng Mlmsters B
: ld B. I‘ Klrby Oklahoma City, Oklahoma w0
Eld. A. M. Heffley - .. Maud, Oklahoma. )
d. J: 0.Hu dsonm " s Clemscott Oklahoma. S
Eld.J. E. Bean Oklahoma ‘City, Oklahoma, -
~Eld E.A. O Donnell : McLoud Oklahoma.f
- - Eld. M. T. Holley - “Leveland, Texas, -~
_-Eld. B. C. Munkus A ~'Norman, Oklahoma. . -
':tEld Paul Purcell . Wewoka, Oklahoma

FREE WILL BAPTIST ARTICLES OF FAITH

,1 THE BIBLE The Scrlptures of the Old and New

- Testament were given by msplratlon of God and are our

. infallible rule of faith and practtlse : :
2. :GOD. There is one living and true God revealed in
nature as the Creator, Perserve}j, and -Righteous Gov-

s i1




-

- enor of the universe; and in’ the Scrlptures asthe Father
,~and Son and Holy Ghost; yet as one God mfmately wise
. and good, whom allintelligent creatures are supremely to _
:love, adere, and ‘obey. " .
3.. CHRIST. Christi is God mamfest in the flesh; in hxs
_ divine nature truly God, in His human nature truly
. man. The mediator between God and man, once crucified
' -He is now .risen .and. glorified : and is our ever pre ent.

-Savior.and.:Lord.

1 THE HOLY SPIRIT. The Scrlptures assign to the
Holy Spirit all the atributes of God. He is. the Reprover,

-Comforter, ‘Guide; and Sanctifier . of men.

' THE: GOVERNMENT .OF:GOD: exercisesa wise
benovelent providence over. all beings and all things by -

_ maintaining the consultation and laws of nature. He also
_performs special.acts of grace, not otherwise prov1ded for
_.as the highest welfare of man requires. -
. 6. THE SINFULNESS OF MAN. Man was created in-
_;nocent ‘but by .disobedience fell into .a state. of sin and -
.condemnation. His posterity, therefore inherited a- fallen
",nature of such tendencles that all who come to years of
-"accountlblhty sin, and become gullty before God.

7. “'THE W\)RK OF:CHRIST. Thé Son " of God by his"

_incarnation, life; sufferings, death and resurrection effec-

',ted forall a redemptlon from sin that is full and free. and
s, the: -ground of:salvation by faith, ,

8. 'THE TERMS OF SALVATION. The condxtxons,
" of Salvatlon -are: 1. Repentance or sincere ‘sorrow for
_ sin.and: the hearty renunciation of it. 2. Faith or the un- -
_reserved committal of one’s self to Christ:as’ Savior and

Lord, thh purpose. to -love and- obey Him in all thmgs In

the exercise of saving faith thesoul is renewed by the Holy -
Spirit, freed from the doininion of sin and become a child of

..God.3. Continuance in faith and obedience until death.

9.. ELECTION God determined from .the: begining .-
to save all'who should comply with the conditions ef sal-"

~ vation.. Hence by faith in Christ men become His elect

SRS P T




+10; FREEDOM OF WILL The human willis free and
' 'self-controlled having power to yield to the mfluence of -
"~ the truth and the Spmt and hve, or to: resrst them and :
Tpemsh L *
o SALVATION FREE God desues the salvatron
of a]l the gospel invites all, the Holy Spirit strives with -
-all, and whosoever w1ll may come and take of. the water
‘ of Life freely.-
.12, - PERSEVERANCE. All behevers n Christ, who
'through grace, perseveré in holiness .to- the end of llfe,-

R have the promise of eternal salvation.. . . -

-18. - GOSPEL- ORDINANCE. - Baptlsm, or the ims

| mersion of be.ievers in water, and the LORD’S SUPPER,
- are ordainances ‘to be perpetuated: under. the- Gospel:

' FEET WASHING, an ordinance teaching -humility, of
~universal obhgatron, and to be admmlstered to. all true

- believers.
-14. THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH The dlvme law

- ;requrres that one day in'seven besetapart: from: secular

‘employments and amusements, for- rest,. worshlp, holy

. ‘works, and act1v1t1es, and for personal commumon wrth- ,
o .God.

.15, WAR, War destroys the hves ot the 1nnocent and
, ‘1s contrary to the New Testament therefore, we are op- .
posed to war. " -
16, RESURRECTION J UDGMENT AND FINAL :
e RETRIBUTION The Scriptures teach’ the ‘resurrection
~ “of all men at the last day. They that have done good will

- come forth to the resurrection of life,. and they that have

~done evil unto-the resurrectlon of damnation; then the

- wicked shall “go away into eternal pumshment ‘but the

- " Avtnghteous into eternal life.”

. CHURCH CLERKS
i SIS Pearl Isom; Atkmson Church, Blanchard Okla
- i Bro. Bryan Stacey, Brldge Creek Church, Blanchard
o Okla
. Sis. Hester Bowser, ‘leble Church Blanchard Okla
Sls Fannie Smithin, Hawkms Church, Tabler, Okla..

13—



- is. Nettie Hudson, Iron Chapel Church Blanchard
. Ol;]a :

-Bro. T.0: Dunn, Bryant Church Maysvxlle Okla _
Bro. Lonnie Garrxson, Freeny Church Blanchard
Okh '

(‘HURCH COVENANT

’

"Having given ourselvesiio. God. by faxth in Christ,and

v'adopted ‘the Word of God as our rule of faith and pract-

ice, we now give ourselves to one -another by the will of \

: Gpd in this solemn covenant. We promise by - His grace-
.toloverand ‘obey Him' in all - things, to avoid the  ap-
-pearance of evil,'to abstain from all sinful amusements
‘and-unholy conformity to:the. world; from all. sanction’

of the:use-and sale of intoxicating beveracre,' and to“‘pro-“
vxde thmgs honest in the sight of all men”
. We agree to accept Christian admonition and reproof

- wlth meekness,. and to watch over one another inlove,
-endeavoring to - “keep the unity of the Spirit,”’ in the -
‘bonds of peace, to be careful of one another‘s' happiness

and reputation, and seek to strengthen the weak, en-

-courage: the: afflicted;, admonish: the-erring, and- as,
far as:we are: able, promote the succese of the church

and of the gospel. »
. Wewill everywhere hold: Christian principlessacred and
Chrlstlan obligations and enterprises supreme; counting

[it.our chief: business:in. life ‘to-extend the influence of
. Christ:in society; constantly praying and toiling that the

: -.kmgdom of God. may come, and His Wlll be done on earth =
:as it is in-heaven: » :

We agree falthfully todischarge our obhgatlons in refer-

-ence to the study’ of.the scriptures, secret prayer, family
devotions; and:social Worshlp,and by self-denial, faithand =
.good:works endeavor.to “‘growin: grace and. the knowl-

edge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” We will not

forget - the-assembling : of ourselves together for church

conferences, publlc ‘worship observance - of the Gospel -

: _14__




-nor-fail to pay accordmg to our. ablhty for-the surport of

| ":~the church, of its poor, and- al] of’ its* benevolent work.

‘To thisend we agree to labor for the promotlon of edu-‘
-;-:catlonal and denommatlonal enterpmses, the support of

" missions, the success of Sunday Schools, the evangelutlc o

" efforts for. the salvatxon of - souls, and the conversion of
theworld. And may the God of Peace sanctlfy us wholly
- and preserve us, blame]ess unto the commg of our Lord,

Jesas Chrlst A :

_ CONSTITUTION
..—.-—,l.—.____
- From long experxence, we the members of the Church
-of God (denominated Free Wlll Baptxst Church), bemg
regularly baptxsed upon a profession of our falth in our
\Lord Jesus Christ, ‘and bemg convmced of the necossrty
f'of a combmatxon of churches to perpetuate & union:a-
' mong us, an__to preserve and maxntam correspondence'
“with each other, do ‘therefore ordam thls Constltutlon
“for our better Church gouernment. . .
L Art, 1. Membershlp This Association shall be com-
“posed of members chosen’ by the churches. or quarterly.‘

v
: ,z,::

. meetings of our union, not: “exceeding three’ messengerl <

“from each church, and upon producing Ietter they -shall

“be entitled to seats. All ordained ministers and- deacons e

of said union shall be regul_ar members, When present by

o ',{vxrture of their office.

. Art. 2 Name The members thus chosen and convened,
in the. ; Yearly meetmg or Assoclatlon of the
church of God, dénominated Free. Wlll Baptist, being
;composed »f the sundry churches in. the Dxbble Assoc-
“jation, the ASSOClatlon having no power to lord it over Gods

; hontage, nor ‘have" ‘any - acclesiastical - . power ' over. the - .
churches; reserving the right of Wlthdrawmg from any L

church becoming disorderly.

Art. 3. Letters. Lettersfrom the dnfferent churches repre.,
: sentmg are to express thelr number in tellowshxp mcludmg
" thenames and addresses of ordained and licensed minister
“who are ordamed and licensed to preach the numbe!'_
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“of membars rcewed upon professmn of falth by letteror. -
uccomendatmn, by restoratxon o1 denommatlonal choice;
“'the number dlSl’nleed by letter, excluded and those ‘who
‘have died since last Assocxatxon Churches, in" sending
thexr Ietters, may vend obltu:mes ‘of n_\, who died dur-
mg 'the 3 year, ‘that we may keep up the memoz 1al of our
dead S

i APE 4 Officers. 'The Assocxatxon shall have a Moder-'

ator, a Clerk, a. Treasuerer and an Ezecutxve Beard'of
three memberq who'shall be elected at each annual ses-
slon _of the Assomatxon by the sufferage of the members

Art. 6, Questlons No questlon from ‘ any chuxch shall
come under the conSIderatlon of the A~scu(mon unless
lt has been flrsC cons1dex ed m 1t., oWn chmeh. :

" -Art. 8. Minutes.’ The Assocxatmn xs to’ endeavox Lo fur-
msh the churches with. minutes of the 'Aseocxatmn in
proporuon to’ the amount pald by by eaih church, the
dlstrxbutxon to be at the dxscretlon of the Assocxatlon

‘rt. 9. Clerk.'it shall be the duty of the clerk to keep ,

“‘aregular file of the minutes'of the Assocmt on’
“to be kept by the Assocxatxon foz *hat purpo»e :
Art 10. ngnatures The mmutes of the Associ nshql] :

«1 book

"be'read and corrected if needed, and. s1gned by the Mod- o

‘erator and clerk before the close of the Aosocxutlon
Art 11 Ammendments Ammendments to thls constxtu- :
tlon may be made, when nece sary, by a; majorxty vote ,

. ’avmg been glven in
wrmng, and recorded at the last ] p1 evious - :ess;on o
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