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SEVENTEENTI ANNUAL $F ssloN

—OF THE— ;
. TEXAS FREE WILL BAPTIST
ASSOCIATION. =~

The seéventeenth annual session of this
association convened with Spring Hill
church, Grimes county, Texas, October
19 and 20 1894.

" The mtroductory Sermon was plea,ched
by .Rev. Joseph Apperson, on*Friday. "

morning. The association organized Fri-::

day evening. Rev. Joseph Apperson,- <

-moderator; Rev. J. W. Orr, cletk, and .

Bro, J. F. Martin, assistant clerk."

Churches being called, the followmg»_--" '
responded through their duly a.uthor1zed" .

representatives: . '
. Christian Home, by J. W. Henderson['._

and J. W. Cloud; Bright Light, by M. G.
Bu(,han'm J. W. Shaw and R. A Clark; -
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. Wellborn, by August B. MeSwain and
- W. M. Parker; Spring Hill, by W. P.
Franklin and J. ¥. Martin; Reform, by
G. L. Roberson. Plain View, by T. A,
Searcy and C. A. Griffin; Concord by J.
W.: Orr;  Tatum, by A. M. Ste\\mt
Union Spr1ng~ by A. M. Stewart; Union

- Chapel,: by “A. M. Stewart; I‘rleud~h1p, e

by ‘Welch; New Pro\pect by Joseph
Apperson; Good Hope, by Joseph Apper-
son; High Prairie, by W. J. Loftis; Isa-
bel’s Cha.pel ; Sharron, —; . Union
Arbor,

Two of the above—High Prairie and
Wellborn—ywere orgamzed durmg the
year. - .
Letters were read from most of these
churches which letters indicate a fair
-degree of procperlty, both material and’
Spmtual -

After appomtmg committees on puipit
~-supply, finances, temperance, obltuarles,

Sunda.y ‘schools, - the ', condition of the - o
‘churches.and state of the ministry, edu-
* cation ‘and. pubhcatlon, the body was ad- -

journed- to meet at 9 o’clock Saturday’

morning. - Rev. J. W. Kennedy preached . . "

at night to an appxulatlve audience.
‘aumda\ morning the association met
pursuant to admumm\nt . A.report of




 the: temperance comm_lttee showed the,
fnllowmg resolution: . -

e fWe- recommend that this assomatlon, L
urge the. churches to discourage in every .
legitimate way the use of intoxicants as
- beverages, and that it require every min-- =
ister of the association to preach by pré-. .. = -
- cept and. example total abstinence from. "
mtoxmatmg hquors as beverages,’and to .

" insist on it as‘the ‘true and scrlptural
~ idea of: temperance " "Adopted. -
‘The committee on state of the churches -
and mlnlstry report ‘most of our minis-
ters sustaining good moral characters,

~ and well ‘reported of by those that are
“without as well as by those within, but

" some seem’ to be remiss as to engagmg in

* ministerial ‘work of any kind. ~We. rec-
ommend: all the mdulgence that can be
properly . exercised’ towards such, but = -

. would suggest that the churches to which o

these: delinquent ministers belong stimu-
late .and’ encourageff them:-to do: active

__'.not ‘open’”: ‘press them’'to’ open fields in
~which they may glorlfy the Master.” We
““find one minister, brother J. P. Lunsford X
. out of: harmony W1th our’ church, advo-
catmg usages not m keeplng Wlth the o

e s e




- 'teachmgb of our, (,huxch We are telia-"
~ bly informed that he has declared him-
self 1ndependent of our body pronounc-
“ ing us heterodox in doctrine and usages.
. We recommend that the name: of- thls
-~ brother, J. P. Lunsford; be dropped from
-the list- of ministers. We furtheér rec-
' ommend ‘that thils association urge the
s ‘-';fchurches to be more careful in the matter .
ofugiving men _license to preach; to li-
- ¢ense none to preach till he has. proved
“himself, morally, intellectually, and spi- .
:futually quahﬁed for the sacréd office.
LN AM Suewart Chmn

The ‘board to examine applicants for
ordination to the ministry, which board
~ constitutes an mdammg council, shall
" hold. 1egu1a1 gessions once every year at,
the time and place of meeting of the as-
- 'socm.tlon, but to be called in special ses-
- slon’in.cases of absolute necessity. The
£ niembers. of the board are, Joseph Apper-.
< sony W.-T. Wood, M. R. C. Dav1d A \I
' _Stewart, and J: P ‘Mattin. S o
7. Obituary ; ¢ommittee repo1ted threef
- deaths’ this- ‘year:. Slster Nelson, of Pan-,‘_{#'
- olas county, Bro. :Strobb, - of | Concord
_f.‘iohurch ‘Brazos county; Bro. P. D ’\Ic-~ '?
G n'tv of Joncord Lhurch o -
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. the Free Baptist: Publishin;
o to‘n, -Mass ’-Hsh’ould'b”'é?foun

two' denomlnatloﬁal Sunday schools and

three union Sunday schools. - The minis- |
" ters of this dssociation ‘are urged .to ad- -

vocate the grand cause of Sunday schools
and’ look well to ‘the. lnterest of the same.

.. We also urge upon the’ part ofthe . lalty R
- that they should be more- zealous in"the "

- ._Educatlon and Pubhca-
tlon —We do not- think, that the mem-
bers of Free Communion Baptists in this

state will at. preqent justify the publica-

tion of a paper in.the state, and we rec-
ommend as mediums of: commumcaimn
the Morning Star, the: MeSsenger, pub-
lished: by the General Baptists, and: the
Harvest Gleaner, ‘when it resumes publi-
cation. For: our m1n1sters, Butler and -
Dunn’s Theology, which . may be:




e f-f'.{'lected and’ a{:good hbrarlan elected and

-~ which he:was to receive pay;at the: Tate -

' ':_"_lj'be looked after the several volumes col-

" _course - of readmg pxescrlbed,iby ourii‘" ,
j‘board of exammers St . fﬁ'~ :
’ o ‘M. Stewart, Chalrman RERERE
J oseph Apperson was appomted l1bra-" L
: :nan SRS
Flnance commlttee reports $3 25. in"
- the treasury for the support of the mis- -
. -sionary that was put in the field."

- Missionary’s report was called for, . . i {,«
- and upon: report of Joseph. Apperson,v:"’yi-,’ .;ji_*&f«ﬂ
‘missionary, it was found that:he- had ' ‘l

~ done ‘three: weeks’ missionary - ‘work, for

. $40 per month. " Rev. W.T. Wood: was ../ - -

elected m1ssmnary, .and. was_ promlsed-".;;ﬁ

$40 per month for two months: i R
:Mission ' board: ~ J. F. Kuykendall e ‘

Mrs. Sunshine ‘Buchanan, Mrs. M."L.: = . . °

~ Simpson, Mrs. E. E. Stewart, W. T. .

-~ -Wood, A.J. Bames. W J LOleS, and.J
B ‘Martin. ; T

~ Next session of thls asqocmtlon W111 be: - e

~held with Good Hope church, Rusk Co.,

to beein: on- Thureda) night before the

,.xxt Sundav in November J. '\V S Ken-




. nedy was. appomted to preach the intro-
.,ductory sermon; . F. M. Dover, alternate.

Ofﬁcers of thls ascocmtlon J eseph:;Ap-‘ s

o person, Moderator; D. H. Duke, - Clerk;
_J.F. Martin, Treasurer; A. M. Stewarb

‘Correrondlng Secretarv :
A: M. Stewart, Beckville, I‘exas, J.J.
Tlpton, beckvﬂlc, w. J. Loftls Lone’

" Star: Charles H. Holmes, 'Macy; J. P,

Scruggs, Willow Hole; M. R. C. David;

. J. P. Martin, Madisonville; J. W. Orr,

Macy; Joseph Apperson, Lone Star; W.
T. Wood, Harvey; F. M. Dover, Hollis;
J w. S Kennedy :

) Formula for Wrxtmg letters from the
’ churches to the association:

' State of Texas—County of Grimes,. . . '
We, the members of the Free-Will Baptlbt

o Church at -Spring Hill, to the Texas Asgocia-

" . Members received this year .ii.....s

tion of the Frae-Will Baptlst in Christ, when
convened with Good Hope church in Rusk
county, State of Texas: We send our beloved = .
brethren, to-wit: Bro. [...., and Bro. iy
to aid you in your Godly dellberatlon ~.Our -
statistics are as follows: - R
Da.y of meeting, Saturday before the s San-
-dav, and Sunday following. :

Members restored thisyear ............... S

. W ORR," Clcrk pro‘tem B
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-Members lettered.......: _
..-Members excluded. .......... .‘. Sl
" Members deceased.. = L.lvooiu.l)
~-Total membership. .
Contubutlons Ceeaen. y
“We pray the Assocmulon to receive our let- .
ter and delegates. “We ‘call fur our,pastor, -
.- Bro....iii . .. Finally, brethren,: pray for .
us. ---Done by Grder of: the church, this.:
'~dayof....... o .,Moderatm
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""'f}‘tlons —Matt. xxviii, 19vi-

* Lord and to ali that ‘were in his housejan

10

A e —— —
ARTICLES OF FAITH
_ OF Gop.—A ticle 1.—~There is one God and
“one mediator between God and men, the man
" Christ Jesus; ‘who gave himself a.ransom fm -
- all, to be te-tified in due time. - . :
O FreE WiLL.—Art, 2.~We belleve the hu-”.';
man will is fre¢, and that all who heard ‘and -
have learned of the Father have the ability to
‘aceept or reject the conditions of ‘salvation.
" OF Baprisst.—Art.. 3.~Mode.—And. Jesus,
‘when he was baptlsed Went up straxghtway
*out of the water. —Matt dii

And it came to passin thoee days thaf. Jesu

‘¢ame from Nazareth and was baptlsed of John
in Jordan.—Mark i, 9v." |
Buued with himi m baptism, wherem ye are
also risen with him through faith of the ope- -
ration of God who hath raised h1m from Lhev'
.dead.—Col. ii, 12v. »

We aie, burled with Him by naptlsm into.
death, that like ag Christ was raised up from
the’ dead by the g‘ory of the Father, even so ' -
we also should walk in newness of life.  ‘For ...
-if we have been planted together in the like-"
.ness of his resurrection.—Romans vi; 4,5 vs. '
- For ye are dead and. your life lB h1d w1th :
Christ in God.—Col. i, 3v. ' o L
‘ Sub]ects—Go ye therefore, and teqch ll

. . -Then’ they: that gladly recelved hls WO
" “were baptired,—Acts ii, 41v.:
. And” thev spake unto him- the word of=th

he 10 'k them the same :hour of ‘the night and’
w; shed their:stripes; -and wasbapused, ‘he*
Caad all hls btralghtww And when he had'T




11,

g bmugbt them mto hh houne he set meat ve-
.fore them and rejuiced; believing in God with
| his house.—~Acts xvi, v+,.32, 33,34.. .
‘ It thou beheve~t with all thme heart thou
‘mayest. —Acts viii; vs. 37.:38, 39..
“Object.~The: hke figure whereunto bapnsm
-_doth also now save us (not:the. putting away
. of the filth: of the-flesh, but the answer of a
. good congcience. toward Gud) by:the resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ.—I Peter, 3:21. :
- Tue:LorD’s SuppEr:<=ATt. 4, —But let a man .
examine himself,and:s0:1ét him eat of that .-
. bread and drink, of that cup.—I Cor., xi, 28v.-~
Object.~~This:d ‘remembrance of me.—
- +Luke. xxii; 19v.: - e
S Tae BIBLE—Art S -—All Scnptuxe is glven R
[ by inspiration of :God-.and is: profitable for .
doctrine, for reproof, for. correction; for in-
_.etructlon in rxgbteousness -—II Tnn 111 lbv

- CON. STITUTION

S - Art, 1. Thls association shall be known as
“. = the Texas Free-Will ‘Baptist Association.
" _Art. 2. Itisnot the object of.this Associa-
tion  to. usurp authority over-the: churches, -
_but to récommend ;such measures as would -
 'promote unity of action among the ¢churches;

' 'to harmonize : the efforts of . “the.individual
~.churchies with one_ another, by ‘encouraging
one: another.in:their-efforts: ccomplish -~ -
good and make ‘each’ other mo oficient in
their’ undertakmg for good Do

LAY ;. A'sgociation shall be ¢o d
of delcgntes from’ the churches:who shall be

- g, 1t' nd each chulch hall be entlﬂed to th

selecied ‘andfent from the churches'compos:’ .+
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delegate:, and: for over fiity and not less than -
seventy- ﬁve members a- churah shall be eun- i
. tled to one or more delegates.. i et
EO C2 - Art) 4. Ordaived ministers shall be entltled ER
i : ' to reats in:the.“Association as ‘delegatés; and
' ' - for.the first five years after:the adoption of -
.this: constitution; :licensed : ‘minigter; 'may be o
- : - .- admitted.to geats a8 delegates.i:: iy Gesie T
: : . Art; 5. . New churches may be: admitted m-ﬂ :
o ' 'to the: Association upon-recommendations ..o T
JuvArts 6. The standing . officers of thig AgBO- Lo
_ciation, shall be;: moderator,: clerk reasnrer,f? S
-and.corresponding secretary. : i i IR BT T
v _Art. 7. This Association shall hold:its: ses—
- " slons:onceievery. yéar, rat: - time:and;p
~ . .specified by a.preceding session.:ss
"1 A¥t. 8:::/This Constitution may be amendée
. - by a: ‘yote of ‘two-thirds:of, the members pre- e
. : jeent at any regulnr muetmg LA S

CHURCH DE(JORUM

: © 18t; - The church ‘may choose a pasto: ‘an-

' nually, at'the last re ular ¢onference in asso-

" ciational Vear, or if they prefer may choose a

~ pastor fordn indefinite’ 1ength of: tlme, tocon- -

‘tinue. frofn) year'to ybdr, 50 long ‘83 he wiay:
» deem ‘it ‘proper Yo keepiup the connection,

*2nd.;*'When, it becomes necessary, ‘B pastor ‘

‘may be chosen ab any'timd; but'if,the choide -
be:made*at a speual conference,,the',tlme,;f?; i
‘must ' beé' appomted at a ‘monthly meeting jof -

. ,vthe church, . . : ady L

M - moderator,” ‘beiny presen
“2*brother shail be appomted




3 o of holy living.-:

~4th. There shall be two or ‘more deacons;
in‘the- c}vuxch whose duty-it: ghall ‘be to super-

intend:the lOHBLthD and disbursement of ‘all

onmbutxons made by the church for the” pas-‘

tor, etc.; and to distribute the bread and wine
ln the admlmstra.tlon of -the Lord’s bupper
- z:5thsic Suine suitable: smember-shall* be “ap-
o pomted ‘clerk, and-it shall be-his duty to do
" the recording and other-writing pertaining to
the business of the'church,and to preserve a
file of - the minutes of the Assocw.tlon R
6th.."When.a'new clerk‘is appointed all the
books; minutes, -€tc., ‘belonging to' the clerk;

shall be 1mmedlately dehvered to hlm by hls,_ »'

prede( epEOY) < itk

7th.::When: the church: deems 1t neces:ary,
" a committee of not:less'than'three male'mem="" -
bers; well-acquainted : ‘with business, shall be

ppomted whose -business it ‘shall be to give
advice to-brethren. who apply to them relative
to cases of dealing, etc,, with the church.

8th: +The church shall:hold a two days
meetmg monthly,embracing Saturday and the
Lord’s day: followmg, the ‘first' of which shall
be the: reguiar: time of ‘conference. =

-9th; It shall-the be duty’of évery member,

male and xfemale, to attend ‘each’ conference
meeting.if ‘they can,: for on- that'day the pas-' :

tor is expected tos -instruct -the church in.

specigl manner: by -giving plain and pomted" '
ISCIPIIDG, and the 1u1es -

lessons ox: doctrme -d

+10th.= Conferences, shall be conf‘ucted ‘a8

" followss: 1. Prayer; unless divine service has_

s just: been concluded ‘and: generally then: - 2.
" Invite. vmtmg brethren to a seat -3, Open

"




" or. some sister. church.;
-~ must join:by letter.or, bapusm

e chur\ h IS introduced;

14

door for the reception of members. 4. Call
for +beentees. 5. For acknowledgments. 6.
For references of deferred busmes~ . 7. For

" matters of dealing which are in orderto come <

~before. the church, 8 Fur mxscellane ous bus- '
.-iness.
S 11thL VlSlt]ng brethren ag also helpa c.tlled
', in- from =ister churches, ‘shall be allowed to

 speak and make. mot1ons ox second:, but not o

- allowed to vote. : byl b
©712th. An: orderlv member of the Baptlst :
. echurch, which: does. not hold .this church in

' »fellmv:,lnp, may be received:intothe ‘church: .

without a.letier, when,it.is.made:apparent .-

~“fhat his chnstmn chararter:i is; ummpeat'hable‘_;:j el
: vand that.he has appiied for a: letter andcould; .

" not obtain"it-because he. dewlred tojoin ‘this"

ldth No member shall be ree

e A
E the unanimous consentof the members pre- -
sent;. but unreasonab'e objections -shall not "
be va’ld and: unless withdrawn, the member -

“who makesthem- shall: be ‘liable to be taken
under dealings by the church. . -

14th. When the ‘moderator calls for absent-
ees, the clerk :shall-inform the church what
male. members have_:been absent from three
successive conferences, ‘and .. the “moderator "
ghall ‘appoint some brother or brethren: to: cxte", :
: .each ol them tothe next.conferences:-. ~: -
“15th. No:member shall: be e‘{pelled unles&‘ .

\\'hen a wity

‘ he ha: been c1ted verhally or i wntmg, to’ at- g
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~ ined until the Que stion has been put to the
_church, “lel you hear the te~t1mony of .this

w1tness? :
‘17th. .The ev1dence in every case of dealmg
and’ acknowledgme..ts shall be minuted -on

7 .the church hook.

18th. Members dlcmlssed from this church

by letter, who become disorderly, or continue:
" to" hold their letters without 2 good reason,
- shall becited to conference to answer for their
conduect.” = Lo

19th.. Expenled members may be restored to S
fellowship_on their petition, if -their walk .. .-

since ‘expulsion has convinced - the . charch

that they have sln('erely 1epented of their- for- ' o

mer evil conduct:
20th. A vote shall not be taken upon any

"quesuon without 'a move and second, and in

all important questions the vote shall be taken

Dby rising to the feet.

“21s8t. No motion shall be made while a move
and second is before the conferenceé. - -
22nd. ‘ It shall be considered disorderly for

. any member to absent himself from- confer-
- ence when an important question is to be de- -
. cided; but a member upon his request, may
be exempted by the church, from voting on -

either side in peculiar cases.

23rd. No member shall leave the house du-
ring conference without sufficient cause, nor . .
.- engage in conversation or whispering, with-
- out being subject to be called to orde
““moderator.. -

"2 24th, All d1écuesmns in conference must'-'be

by the :

‘conducted " with- ca.lmness and - good:feeling; .
< those who speak must arise to then' feet, a.nd'?, :
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addrees the modemtor, and keep to the pomt
in debate,
- 4:25th.“No ‘oné “ghall: speak more than three
times‘bnithe game motion without permis-ion
* from the moderator, nor shall the remark; of
- any one he'untedgonahly’ ]ong. R I
 1:26thl*When'thé-moderator speaks i in debate
~ - he nummates some brother moderator m hls

atiend:ito* the" admmntrauon of the Lord’s
_ Supper at leagt-four times‘a yeat; and the ex-
. pensES are to be'paid bythe church
. 29th: :Feet washing shall: be_ tended Lo as
- the church sees proper. =~ %
30tli: *The *Decorum - may - ‘be alteted or
amended by~ the'¢vote oi two-thirds' of the -
members'present at any two' ~uccesswe mmth-
- l) conferences <l

IS4

‘.:.‘i i

- GOVDRNME‘NT AND LORDINANCDS

i 18t Werbelieve that - gospel church; or-a

: chu:cb of Christ;:is 4 ‘congregation’ of Chrls-- :

. tians,iconstituted :and- governed'aecording-to:
‘ jhe rales’laid downtinithe New Testament,

1d:: That: thesedrales: réquire ‘churches to

, pze‘ ithdifornrof pdvernment and {he‘or-

" dinancesnfl thé'ﬁr‘st; hristian™ Jchurches, angi

olic gov
ur any: phr thereot 's @ dev1ce of' e: 1rthly .un-; :

LY AT s




o

M~ &

7

" biton, repugnant fo the word of God, subve
- Bive’ of the churches, and dangerous to th
- liberties of men.

"g;c]esmstlcal bodies or tribunals authorized by - o
 the scnptures, that each church has'the un. =~ 5. -

, ,ment w1tbout suspension or interference, be-: 75 <
. Ing under Christ;essentially independent and
~ absolute} and that if this right be surrender- -
o edto supermtendmg ‘jurisdiction, by delegas - =
S ..‘_'tlon or! otherwme, the assembly then ceases v
1o be'a gospel church, '

,'.",31gned for the: pelpetudtlon of the true lellg- Pl
: ‘Qlen of the gospel,’and for the preservation of

‘earth that it is fully sufficient for the pur-- -

: 1n any case whatever.

- exists in connection with the belief in the = .

- to prescribe any other- requisite. of .church:
- membersghip is an assumption of authority on .-
-the part of the -church, and a. departure from

.+ and Deacons; that Elders are also called bish-'.
~"ops or pastors; ‘that -all Elders are equal in’
- “-.’rank, though they may perform different func-
- flonS, gince some may be blshops or. pastors

4th, That. gospel churches are the onlv @

restricted right to admlmster its own govern-

‘5th, That the’ authonty of churches is de-.

pure and’ orderly body of Christians on

poses 1ntended but that it does not extend'to - - .
the persons, property or consmences of men .-t

“6th. That the only' requtmtes to church T
membership are faith in Christ and obedience
to'the gospel; that faith in Christ necessarily

fundamental truths of Christianity, and that ::

the plan of the gospel.
7th, That the oﬁicere of a church are Elders'f

of particular churches, while others may be -

mmply Elders, having no pastoral charge.
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8th. That the authority of the minister of
the gospel extends to teaching, exhortation,
ahd rebuke, but no further; - that he cannot
perform auy act which belongs to the author- -
ity of the church, such as reception of mem-

bers into the church compact, or the expul-
sion of offenders; that as a member of ‘the

church he is no more than any other member,. -
‘and if he’is guilty of transgression, he isto -

be brought ‘to.trial before his brethren, and

convicted or acquitted in the same manner as

if he were a private person; yet we think it
prudent and proper to call in advisory helps,

especially if the minister is to be tried upon :

charge of heresy. _

‘9th. That Elders and Deacons may be set
apart to their office by ordination, or the im-
position of . the hands of the Presbytery, and
prayer. ’
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