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l\'.IINUTES 

-OF THE-

SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL ·SESSION · 
-OF THE­

TEXAS FREE \VILL BAPTIST 
ASSOCIATIO.N. 

The Si.ivcnteenth annual session of this 
association convened with tipring. Hill 
church, Grimes county, Texas; October 
J,.9 and ~O, 1894. : .,.:-'. .. 

·. : '!'he.introductory sermon ,vas preached 
by ,Rev. Joseph Apperson; on'~:Frida.y.··. 
morning. The ·assodation .organfa~d• Fri--: .... 
day evening. Rev. Joseph Apperion, >' 
·moderator; Rev. J. W. Orr, clerk, and . · 
Bro. J. F. Martin, assistant clerk; · 

Churches being called, the ·ronowing 
respoµded through their duly authorized 
representativE>s: . . . 

Christian Home, by J. \V. Henderson 
and J.·\V. Cloud; BrightLight,·by:M.G. 
Buchanu.n, J. W. Shaw and R. A. Clark; 
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. \Vellborn, by August B. ~foSwain an<l 
,v. 1\f. Parker;· Spring Hill, by 'tV. P. ~ 
Franklin. and J. t<. Martin; Reform, by 
G. L. Robet.:;on~ Plain View, by T. A. 
Searcy and C. A. Griffin; Concord, by J. 
W. Orr; .·. Tatum, by A. M. Stewart; 
Union Spring~, by A.1\I. Stewart; Union 

· Chapel;· by :,A. M. Stewart; Frieudship, 
by-- Welch; New Prm;pect-, by Joseph 
Apperson; Good Hope, by Joseph Apper­
son; High Prairie, by W. J. Lofti::; Iea­
hel'B Chapel,--; Sharron, --; Union 
Arbor, -·-· -. 

Two of the above-.. High Prairie and 
Wellborn-were organized during the 
year. · . 

Letters we1:e read· from most of these 
· churches, which. letters "indicate a fair 
~degree of_ pro~perity, both material and' 
spiritual.·. · 

After appointing committees on puipit 
i::npply, finances, temperance, obituaries, 
Sunday! schools, the , condition of the 

: church~s.and state of the ministry,-"edu-:­
cation and publication,_ the body was ad­
journed· to -meet at 9 .o'clock Saturday 
morning.- Rey. J. W. Kenned>' preached 
at. 11ight to :in appreciative audience. 

Saturcfo_y morning the association m~t 
pur::-:u:rnt _to adjournmt'nt. . A report of 
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the temperance committee ~howed · the 
f0llowi11g resblutioi1: ... 

"\Ve recommend that this association · 
urge the chu.rchesto d1scourage in every . 
legitim~te way: the use of intoxicants as . 
beverages, and that it require everymin-. 

. ister of the ·association ~o preach by pr'e-::­
. · ·cept arid example total abstinence from .. 

intoxicating liquors as beverag@s, · and to .· 
insist on: it as 'the. true and scriptural 
idra of..itemperance.'' Adopted. 

The committee on state of the churches · 
a.nd ministry .report · most of our minis­
ters sustaining good moral characters, 
and well · reported of by those that are 
without as well as by those within,. but 

· some seem to be remiss as to engaging in 
ministerial ·workof any kind. We rec"'." 
ommend all the_ indulgencci that can be 
properly exercised: towar_ds such; but 
wot!-ld suggest that.the churches to which 
these:deli~que11,t minis~ers belong.·stimu7• 

.. •·. late 2.and'Jncourage/ }hein,;;_io -do··active:>. 
·•i . and s,ysfolJl,~ti<:{'in_i~isteriaV ·work in anf:. 
. -.· fields'·Jha{·maf:ioperi;: ~nd.if the fields: do.· 

.. · ..• not open\presf theni•-toc open_ fields ,iJi · 
- -which tliey.mayglorify'the.Master{ We 

find one minif?t.er,hrother J.P. Lunsford, . .' 
·, out of harlil.ony ,vith · our· church, advo­

cating, usages :not in keeping with the . 
. . , ,.• . ,. 



t~a~hings of our, chm·ch~. we are relh-. 
~ly informed that·h~ has declared, him­
self independent of our body, pronounc­
ing us heterodox in doetri1ie_ anci usa~es. 
We recommend that .the name of. this 

. · ~rot4er, J; P. Lu11sf9rd; pe d_'i·opped from 
the list of ministers. \Ve further rec-

. om mend· that th'is association urge the•. 
churches to be more careful in the matter 

· ... ·• _:/:of:;givin·g ~en)icen-~e to·.pre~ch; t_o Ii:-' 
· cense none tci preach. till heJ1ais proved 

hiIIlself, morally, int~llectually, and spi~ 
· ritually, qualified for the sacred office. 

.. •· , :\ A. l\L Stewart, Chmn . 
. . The -board to examine applicants for 
ordination to the ministry, which board 
constitutes an ordainhig council, shall 
hold.regular sessions once ev.ei'Y year at 
the time and place of meeti!1g of the as­
·sociation; · but to be called in special Bes-

. sionjn.cases of absolute necessity. The 
nienibers.of the board are, Joseph Apper-. 

· son,·:\V. T. ·wood, M. R. C. David, A~ l\L 
.. Stewart~;h.nd· J,::p~: l\fartin;: · ,, . · .· , -

· .. : \: Obitu~ry:: committee: repcfrted .' tb_ree . 
. ' · deaths: this j'ear: ._Sister Nelson, of Pan,;,_ • 

.. . · ob,:' county; : Bro. : Strobb, of Concord . 
· c\hnrch, Brazos county; .Bro. P. E.-1\Ic~ 

Cart~•; of Joncorcl church. · · 
. · ... ; .. • I 

. ! 
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•-· Comlllit~ee off,Su,nd~y/.sghools .•report 
two rlenominational f?unday. schC>ols and 
three up ion ~tjnqay. ~cli,ool_s .. · 'I'he minis­
tei·s of this :~ssociatio11 ,are ~1rged Jo ad- . 
vocat~ the·gral?-~.ca:use ofSundayschools 
and look .well to the interest of the same. 

_ We also urge··upon' thf:part ofthe; ,laity 
that, th(;}y sqo11W ~e InQr_e, zealo11s in the 
caus~f_: -:,We. recoII1me11d :tha.t : the·. pastors 
of our_ch_ufc~es.giv~.'to, )ach: church5n • 
. their ch~rne ,,a;,Je.ctm:e_ :a~ ;c_9ften ·<as;, they 

• w • • ' " • ' • ,. • ' '; • --~- ,- ,. • • • ' • /.. • • • • • • , 

can.· ,_,, .,,._ 
··•committee on'Educaticm. and•Publica­

ti~n.~,ve do riot ·think. that .the mem­
bers of Free Communion Baptists in this 

. state will at present justify the publica­
tion of a paper in. the state, and we rec­
ommend as mediums oLcommunication, 
the Morning Star, .the· Messenger,. pub:. 
lished>by the, General Baptists, and, the 
Harvest Glean.er, when it.resumes pti.bli- · 
cation. For:,ou:r: ministers/Butler and 
Dunn's Theology;which.may,.:be;had of 
the Free,BapH~_tiPubl_ishing:.:r:I'ousef Bos~: 
ton, Mas~1·;,J;hould:_oe:found/i1f:~very:1i:, 
bi-ary: .· We'. thiri~·,1~_he'.~hufche~tsho'u1d , 
exert:theinselveiffor the'education of-the •. 
ministers .that·,.:'coriie :: fioni<thefr}-ranks.· 
,ve think oufcir~ula~ing'_librarj should-

: '.:)}i\;__ . , . 

·. \ ..... 
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~ be:looked:aft~r, the~everal voltimes col- .. _. _ . 
. ; · lecte·d and a good librarian elected, arid· . C 
0: ·our minis't~rs,bere.qutred to•'frse/Jf),hey·. __ •• 
... have. not; ,and_ . connect ·s·ev:eraLHife rea_rl ,.: :.: :. 

ing. Our'minister·s should haie)i\y'early\ : > 
course •· of; reading· prescribed:;',.by our/· .· 
hoard of exarniners. · .. 

. -· · . · :M._ Stewart, Chairman. -. 
. · Joseph Apperson was appoiritedJibra-

. • rian. . , ·· · • ·-· · _. · .· . : .. '° · 

. Finance'· committee reports . $3.~5- in . 
the treasury for the support of the mis-: • 
sior,ary that was put in the field: · 
. Missionary's report was called for; 

and upon report of Joseph. Apperson, -' 
missionary, it was found that-. he had 
done three weeks' missio11ary ,work,: for ·· 
which he was to receive pav.at the rate.·.: 
$40 per month.· Rev._ W. 'f .. \Vood~was .... 
elected. missionary, . and was·. promfsed · · : · 
$40.per month for two moriths;;: ._ ... 
·-'Mission·• board: J. F. KuykendaJl, 
l\frs. Sunshine Buchanan, Mrs. M. ·L. ·· 
Simpson, Mrs. E. · E. Ste~art., \V~ T •: :. 
Wood, A. J. Baines. '"· J. Loftis, a11d J~}­
F;'1t-fartin; · · ·_ . .· · . 

Next session of. this asRociation ,vill be'- · 
held with Good. Hope chureh, _Rusk Co.,_· 
to bedn on Thursday night before the--. 
fin:;t Sunday in November. J. ·w. S. Ke:r;i-



. ·nedy ~as ap11ointecl to preach tlie:intro­
ductory sermon; F. l\I. ,Dover, alternate·. 

J ~ W •. OR.a, ·.clerk pro t~in 

_·Officers of this asf::ociation: _Jesepi{Ap:. .. 
pdson, Moderator; D. H. Duke,.· Clerk; 

. J. F. Martin, Treasurer; A. M. Stewart, 
· Corre~ponding Secretary. 

A. M. Stewart, Beckville, Texas; J. J. 
Tipton, Beckvill~; W. J. Loftis, Lone 
Star: Charles H. Holmes, Macy; ·J. F. 
Scn1ggR, \Villow Hole; M. R. C. David; 
J. P. Martin, l\fadisonville; J. Vv. Orl', 
Macy; Joseph Apperson, Lone Star; W. 
T. Wood, Harvey; F. l\I. Dover, Hollis; 
J. "\V. S. Kennedy . 

. Formula for writing letters from the 
churches to the association: 

.. . 

8tate of Texas-"County of Grimes.· . 
We, the members of the Free-Will Baptist 

. Church at -Spring Hill, to the Texas Associa­
tion of the Free-Will Baptist·ln Christ, wheri 
convened with Good Hope church in Rusk 
county, State of Texa2: We i;end our beloved 
brethren, to-wit: Bt-o. : ... ·., and Bro •. ; •... , 
to aid you in your Godly deliberation •. · Our 
statistics are as followa: · . · . 
Day of mPeting, Satnrday hefore the ..• S;m• 
. da,, and S:mday following. · 

l\lembers receivl'<l this year ............ _ .... . 
M~mbers restort:d this year ................. . 
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M:embers lettered ....... .- .. ." ...... i. i ~ .. :.: .. · 
. Members excluded. . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . ; : . . .. \. 
Members deceased.. . ..•....... -........ · .. 

. Tota] membership ............. , ..... ; .... ; .. 
Contributions ..... ; . . ...... ; ........ -.- .. ;; ; .. 
. We pi·a)'the Association ·toreceive oui· let­
ter and delegates. · We ciiH for our ,pasto!', 
,!3ro .. ·.......... Finally, brethren,· pray·. for . 
us. Done by 0rder of the church, thi,; .. : . •. 

· day of...... . . _ ... ; ...... , l\'Ioderat4lr. _ · 
· =·- : , ::i; ; _ ... ~ .. , Clerk. ' < 

..t. •• 
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'ARTICLES OF FAITH. 
OF Gon.-:.::A rticle 1.-,-There is one God and· · 

one mediator between God and men; the man -•· 
Christ JeRus, 'who gave himself a ransom for :_, 

·. all, to be 1 e ,tified •in due time. · : . .· · 
OF FREE WtLL • ....;..Art.2.:.:....We believe the bu-· 

man. will° is free, and that all who hear<i and : 
have learnedoUhe Father have the ability to : 
ateept or reje_ct the co_nditi, ms of ·salvation.< .. : . . ... 

·. · OF BAPr1s.u.-Art; 3,"71\:lode.-And Je:;us,/ - · 
when be was baptb-ed,·:went up straightway 
out of the water._.:..Matt:iii. .. . . ·: .. · · 

.A:11d it came to pass in.those days that Jesus/ 
came from N.izareth and·was baptised of John .·. 
in Jordan.-Mark i, 9v. , · . · ·. . 
· Buried with him in baptism, wherein ye are .. 
also risen with him through faith of the ope-
ration of God who hath rai::ed hini from the 

.dead.-Col. ii, 12v. . . 
We a1e.buried with Hirn by baptism int.o.· 

death, that like aR Christ was rai~ed up from 
the dead by the_ glory of the Father, even so 
w·e also should walk in newness of life. ·.For . 

. if we have been planted together in the like­
ness of his resurrection.-Romans vi, 4, 5 vs. 

For ye are tlead and your life :is. hid with 

. i 

Christ in God.-:-Col. iii, 3v. ..· · · . · .·· . : · ._.·•·. ·-. 
, · Subjects...::..G,> ye thert:ifore, and teach;all_na-C: .. '. __ ; .. . : 

· tions.-M att. xxviii, 19v: · _ . · \t:.·. :":: ~i<: .·:\:/ 
< Then. they :that gladly received :hiEi°':wo.rd '.:(<~://Ct 
we•·ebapfo"ed,-:-Acts ii, 41 v. : ·, . : . :_;_;/,;·: ':'.i;Jii:>·,f\, 

And· the~· spake ui1to_hioi the word of'tlie}?}/.\C 
Lord and to al1 that were in hb horise/and:·•:)\:;;-~: 
he to ,k them.the same -hour of :the night arjd': \-::f--c; 
w; sh Pd tht>ir stripe,;; ai1d was.· baptised;• be':,:;._.:'. 
a.,,l all his 1:;traightw:1y;· And when _he .had·· · ' 
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brought them into hi~ .. hou1e he set meat l)e• 
fore them and rejl.1iced; believing in God ,vith 
all his house . .,--Acts xvi; V>', 32; 33, 34. 

If thou believe'lt. with all thine heart thou 
mayest.-Actii'viii; vs.· 37~ 38, 39. • ..... . 

.· Object.~The hkefigurc_.,vhereuntobaptism 
· doth also now save us (not the. putting away 
of the filth of the,flesh/but. the· answer of a 
gone! con!icience toward· Gi•dJ by the resurrec-
tion of Je~us Christ.'--I Peter, 3:21. · 
· TnE Loim's SuPPEH:~ArtA,.:..:..:But let a man 
examine· hirnself,: and so Jet l:iim eat of that 

. bread and driukof that cup;..;,....I Cor., xi, 28v •. 
Objec•t.-'--This :JO.irr remelJ!brance of me.-: 

. ·-Luke.xxii;·l9v;;,,,,:t,;•,,-, __ .;•,··:,.•·-:-'.·• :_,_-:.,· :_ 
.. TnE BrnLE . ....:.:Art; 5.".'":..AIL Scripture is given 

by inspiration ·ofGod~.and.is·profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction; for in­
btruction in righteousness;-II Tim;,·iii, lov. 

'·, '. 

· CONSTITUTION. 
Art. 1. This association shall be known as 

the Texas Free-\Yill Baptist Association. 
Art. 2 .. It is riot the object of. this Associa­

tion. to. usurp authority _oyer· the, churches, 
but to· ·recommend :erich meaimres as· would 
promote unify.of• action among .thEl churches; 
to harmonize: the ,efforts of the, .individual 

• _. cl?,urches wit~ one.,.~nother,;~Y):~11cot1rag~ng 
·,one• anothElr .. m: the~l':.,effo_rts ,.;to::; accomplish 
.,good·and make 'each oth'e:r:)iio~e(pjoficient in 

.·: their:nnderfakiilg'foi· good/,;•/.:r~3,,:;;f::;1,.:;: ) ·.·.· 

.·· .. ;,::r. :'.Art.:.3.·:. T,hrn A~~oc_iation shall ;b_e compos'ed , ~: 
· •.-,of delegates -from·tbe·.churches;._who shall be ·. 

·.• sekded ·anf·~'.entfr.)ri:i .the chiir~.hes 'c:ompos.;: · ·: 
·· ing it, aU:,J each chufch shall be entitled fo two. 

' ·._ --~ • •-·,.:-' ·,': : :· :',_·.:~-~: .. ,: 0 • •• ;·· • •• : ·'" ' •• • 

,, 

. I 
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delegate~,:.and · fur over filty and not less· than 
seventy,five, members a· churt"h shall be e1iti-, 
tleato 0110 or inore delegates~.' ,,; 1.· , .• ·.- · _. 

· •. Art. 4 .. Ordained ·miriisters shalrbe entitled 
to t'eats in•the.'AsrnciatioJi as delegates; and 
for, the.:first five years aftenthe adoption of 

. this:eonstitution; liceri.::ed ,minister~ 'rirn.y'be 
, adniitted-. .to seats as delegatea.;:r · r'.-\,,~\-. ,:: ,, ... 
... Art. 5.'.,New churches may be:adinitted in-

to.the-Association upon-recommendation:;:. · 
· . : Art, 6 .. , The standin°J?. ofJicers of this Assa- , 
ciation.shall. be;• moderator, ·clerk,f•trea:mrer, 
and,corr~spondiug i,ecret:uy., ; , : ,"':.:~·• ·; ;, :i:_ 
. Art. 7~ .. -'fhis Associatiou shall hold:its:ses.:. 

: sions,:once:every year,. ;at a -time-.,and ,place··_"~·; 
· specified, by a µrecE:diilg•session.i,.~-~~<i;i::::,;; ,(:'·.:'°·~ ··· 
· , ; Ai·t:S;<ThisOonstitution_may"be ainendi:>d. · 
·. by a:,vote of two-thirds .o(.the ,_members pre.;· 

eent at any_ reguliu: meeting. . 
.. 

.. . _ C?U~CH_· f)E,_cg~}f,M,; , . . 
· .. 1st; . The chu_rch 'may choqse ~- pa~tor an­
:n_na!IY/ at :1,he.' l~s~ ,reg~lar, ~9n_fer~nc~ rn _asso­
ciati~!}al_ '.};~~r? _o_r. If ~l,.i~_Y. prefe~; ID:~Y, ~~oose .a 
pabtor for--aii indefimte 1en:gth 0N1me; to con- . 
timie frori{) yoor•;toi'y~~r; i,c{fong_'as. he iiiay . 
de'e¢:it·prbper \o k_e~\up !~.e: C:o.1~~1er,Joif/1.'!· . 
··.2nd.'·' When, 1t bec-omea 1lecesaary,c·ar pastor 

. may)e ~~O~ei1 at ~·11yti_m·~,;' }nit;!(, fh~ .. cli,c?i,~e 
be· made· at a special · conference~·,tiie; time 

'riiust'he"<appointed '.~~. a. 111~n,~~-IY.~~~.t!_pg;\>f . . . 
: .~· t~e.~~,1:~-r?~~--: · .. < _ -:: .: ><~. ·-~,_, ~: ._; .. ·;.~.: .. · .. ~:1~-?-~:Y;?!} ·<::·(-~,-;( :-:-/:/\~/-'.~-:"_·~<- _ . 
. · -•·: , s_~~_!_;·;'~At ·pa~~c,r, .~1?-r~1,t. b~:~.q~~rat~rJWt.l~e >:,' .:t:" . 

· thurch, out,when'lie 1s·abse1it;.ordoe~ notB1t·: :,::/•. • 
<"l's'. modei·tifor,. be ink pre·serit';.':iicime.1 ,suitaole :y ;:/: :: . 

·- urother :slia11 be appoiuted fu'sit:in;liis:place.\<,:~·,:( \ . . . : ... ,,,/:_~:\<?tWY?l:: .. :,:·\~-~:<:.?<.:·::: 
: >·-
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:,4th. , There i shall be two or ·more deacons· 
in the church,-whose ~uty-it;shaUbe to su-per:. 
intend the collection and disbursement of' all 
contributions made by the churt·h fo.i: the pas:. 
tor,'.etc.;.11nd to distl'ibute the bread and wine 
in the administration:of·the-Lord's Supper.· 
: 5th.i ,: Suine suitable,•niember shall' .be ·ap'.' 
pointed cl~rk, and it shaH,b_e·.•his d,u~y.to do 
the ,recordmg and other:wntmg perta11npg to 
the busin'1!"S of the church,· and to prei;erve a 
file· of-the minute~·orthe Association; . : . , . 

6th. :'When.a new ·clerk'is appointed all.the 
books; minntes, etc.,· belonging. to' the clerk, 
shall be immedia.tely delivered to him· by his 
predeceflSOr.; ;- '_! :'.(1 . :.': ·•. !: , ::; __ , • ... '•.i:; :_:: ; 
.. 7th:,:,When ,the church deems 1t: necessary, 
a committee of not,less thall'.three i:n:ale'niem~ 
ber~; well: acquainted·" ith business,· shall be 
appointed whose, pii.sine,ss it 'shall be to' give 
act vice to,brethren. who apply to them relative 
to cases of dealing, etc., with the church. 

ath: ,The. church'shall=hold a two days 
' meetiQgmonthly;embracing Saturday and the 

Lord's day. following,·,the 1first of which ehall 
Le.the regular time otconference. , . 

. 9th: i•It shall·t~e.be duty·of every member, 
male- and ,female,·to: attend 'ea.ch conference 
mee~ing.·Wthey:Cari._;;for on- that.-da.y the _pas~ 
tor 1s expected to·:·rnstruct the church m a 
special ina.nner, by< giving plain and pointed· · 
lessons <?•.doct_rin~,-discipline, a.nd ·therul_es 
of holy hving,:':,1.:...:;•,:,:,;·0

~: :.; ,, ••• · : • •• '.. . . , 

.. · 10th.:•· Confereriaes:'. shall· 'be ·conducted as · 
· .follows:, ;._;L .Prayer/unless divine service has ·.•·• 
, jt1.st,been concluded; and generally'then>, 2.· ·•. 
·. fnvi,te v_isiting brethren ·to a·seat. 3. Open _a·_: •, 

.·ttstr.:::~- · : · 
~. : .. , ... 
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door for the reception of members. 4. Call 
for ibs~ntees. 5. For a1ikrniwledgme11ts. ({, 
For references of deferred busines~. 7. For 

. matterr, of dealing which are in orrler-tq come 
· before. t.he church. -8 F.:,r miscellane,rns bus-
iness. . . . . - . > . 
· .· 11th. Visiting brethren, as also heln:, called 
in from i,;i!lter chnrches,.shall IJe allo1ved to 
5peak and make motioris.orsecondi;;-but not 
allowed to vote. , : · ·:: · ,.· '.:'~_.: .< ·· ,·. · 
c'I2th. An: orderlv.•mem her .. of, the. Baptist 

church, which: q.oe~ not.· hold ibi.:; church in 
felJowship; may be· refoived;into'the t~hurch 
without a.Jetier, whPn itis .. made:apparent 
that hie christhm cha.ra1•ter:i;;a:unimpeachab~e .· 
arid that.he h·a!'l applied for.::i.::Ietter and ·co11Jrl> 
riot ohtain it. because he deilired to join this·· 
or some sister.- ehurch:j,,~~}AU:,otber/persons 
mnst/jqiu:~y l«:!tter.or, bapti11m.~;:'/t~,•·.,,.,. :'': ·. 
· .-13th. No member shall be received:without . 
the u~animoris consent. of the members pre-· 
sent; but unreMona.ble _objections · shall not 
be valid; arid unless wit.hdrawn, the membef 
who ii1akes·.them shall, be ·liable to be t,1ken 
~nder denUngs by·the church; · .. - · ·• 

14th. When the mocier;itor calls for absent-
ees, the Clerk.,shal1 inform the church what 
male,members have been absent'froni three 
sncces1<ive·, confercnces;:and .• the ·•moderator. 
shall appoint some brother orbrethren to cite 
each of thio'm to the -11ext.conforence;- .- : . -: · · . 
. 15th. No:inember ~hall. be, expelled· unless-. 
be .hat beeµ cited j'erhally' or in .writin~, to at- .. 
tend>. n t his tl'ial, pro\•ided . bis ;residence, is, , , . 
known to.the churc_Q;::,<;--:::i·'.':i:·:~,;\~;f·~·- '-,:-<:,:'., ;·<,: .. 
. ,16th~ Wheri:a ~Jt,,~:-:s,!µQt.n.nJember._ofcthis.· _ _.- ._: .-

. chtfrdi;·is introducedf,hl!is};alL,;not .be e~:am- ·· 
. . ':.' .. · .. _,'. ;,::::/\t_:_':_~_;{}t\}/<?f-'>'~: ::·. _., 

.. '•) :·- .~ , 

·.:'_,·,:,(•:-:-··,'· 
:..~~- .. ;, 
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ined until the que~tion has been put to the 
. church, "Will you hear the te;,timony of this 
witriess?1' · . . . · . 

17th .. The evidence in every case of dealing 
and. acknowledgme:lts shall be minuted on 
the· church hook. . . . 

. 18th. Memhns dismissed fromthis church, 
by letter, who become disorderly, or coritii1ue· 
to bold their letters without a good reason, 
shall becit~d to conference.. to answer for their 
conduct. ,. ·· , 

19th; Expeiled memLers m~y be restored to 
feUowi;hip ·on: their petition, if their. walk 
since expulsionhas c,,nvinced ·the. chmch 
thaftheyha\·e sincerely repented of their for-· 
merevU conduct: . . ' • . .•. . : . ' . ' 
. 20th. A. vote shall not· be taken upon any 

· question without a move and second, and in 
all important questions the vote shall be t.aken 
bv rising to tile feet. · . 
· ·2lst. No motion shall be made while a move 
and second is before the conference. 

22nd.' It shall be considered disorderly for 
any member. to absent himself from confer­
ence when an important question is to be de­
cided; but a member upon his request, may 
be ·exempted, by the church~ from. voting on 
eit,her side in peculiar cages. . . · .. 

23rd. No member shall ieave the house du­
ring conference without sufficient cause, nor 
engage· in conversation or whispering, with­
out being subject to be called. to order by:the 

,_._··moderator.: - .: _ · _ ._.:-·' .. _._ ... ~ \ ._- _<:·: C. 

·.:24th. All discussions in conference must·btt 
·conducted _with· calmnPss and good· feeling; 
those who speak must ifrise to their feet and 
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aridress the· moder,ttor, and keep to the point 
hi deoate. . .· .. , . . , 
i.!i 25th. :JNo 'One' shaH = speak i:nore than three 
tin1esfotHhP. same tllotioll' without permi1tion 
from th~ moderator, nor shaU .tbe re'r:iiark::i' of 
any ~one QEl' unt:ea~oria bly 'long~: '_':' · : : ·· . ;I· \. .. 
1!, 26tbtiiWhe:iflhe·tnoderator speaks in debate 
he nom.inatcs soi:J1e br,other ·fuodi:irator fo his 
stead'f::, iti·,:(J-Ji;c-1i ,-,.;.::·,:, 1,,.,:1. ,·, ,. '· . 1:' f 

.. : '.27rh; i 1No otie \ihali be'(iiiterrupted while 
.. speaking/urilessit'is nect!ssai·f to caU him to . 

o~d~r1~-.f.~:.:..v;;·--:.,1.;:i-.r~·-1-~·.t,ft .. ~rl;, __ .:_~"J.··.~J,..~ .. :,,, ,,. •. ~,; :~--

·. 28th: :It-'i:ihaif:he tl1e rni~'of,the chti:-cli to 
· a ttelid': to-~ tne',fldmiiii ~tration'''of ··• th'e L, 1rd 's 
Supper at lea:st· four tiinesra; yeat';, and the ex­

. pene~s ~re _to h,e,'p~id :by'fhe cqhre:hi ... ' ... ';;: . 
· 29th! ,Feet·washmirshall:he atte11ded·to·as 
the chu·rch sees proper. · · •·,::,•,i·':'. ·'' ' ·•·.· 

30tli: "~The -.nec.~ori:im · m'ay · be alte{ed' or 
iunended<.by-,the';vote· 01 two-thirds' of the 
mc,mbeis'p·te,eritafa:'nytwo·,mccessive mi)nth-
1t~~/'{1:~~~~~i'.-,i'.9 /:;: :;~/·'•• ,_,.,_; .. ,.; .. '. . 
GOV:ERNMEN'_ff .. ANb':b'RDINANCES. 

:. lsi. ;\ve,:b~li-~~;~: iii~t ~:g~sp_el church~ or ·a 
church:of Olrrist;:is a;;•congr"gation of Chris~ 
tians,lconstitutetl;a.nd go\ierned:'accordingto 
.the.:rnles1Jaid:.tlo.wn-.inl_the· N e~v Testalhetit. ,:,! 

. ·. •2rid:>Tliat·,these:1tfile"B•l'~quire ichurche~ ,to: 
.. pre;,eiv.'edthef;ift:rrtlilbf;~dvei'hmtn t ~nd ,ilie:o_r­
·. diri~iufes:bfJ.thir·ilitat :u)}"t~itiiiirfbhfirc.hes/and 
, t()libe,foo't1:rp,i>s(jdr,of:,u,~tr,ttsedf1;beli~vi:friffih ; 
Christ:19;~ttJ_:•P~.i;t:r~fL??~·.}.''!-: t~J _-::.t~~f•.~; -~-~ ?_:, ~;-_t f-~:t : __ -.i .:.t\.... . 

· .. .1$rd: :'fhi1t:the t'Hablishmentof a:central hr . 
... a+atli,,licg,,\•(lfrirneiitove,r.the vii,ihle chu,cb, 
··,' ur.it'ny:p.~f\'itherebf,::_is'a:device of e,trthly ':ii~l'- . 
. ;'.'~ ;:t >:"$~•.1/~~~;<':.i·,:_::·.·,: :.t·: . . - '.·~_:;!:~_:· ·f2~.!. Ui1 f,. i~ 

-\~~~;:,j~{'. 
.: :;_,·;.,••. .. 

' .... ,.::c· .... 

. I\{{f~ 
}fl[~ 

. ... \ 

' ;.'I . 

: ·:.'}~: ,.· . 

. -~'.[._ 
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· b!ton, rep~gnant tq~~e,,;yord pf. ~<>.i,;stt.ln~~~. //: ::/·:' : 
s1Ve of the churches, and dangerous. to the •• >: · 
liberties of,m~n. · .. .. ·. : .· .•.', · ·. · :·· .. ! ·: ._-;: . 
· ~ 4~4; ~-li~t go~pel ch't~rche~ ~i:e .~he_ ~n}v. ~c~ 
91e~1a~t1~al 9,odies or tribunal~ autho!1zed by 
the scriptures;· that each chureh has the un-
restricted right to administer its own govern~ · 
.!Jlent,.,,vithouJ,,~.1!SP._E)~!3i~n or_ipterference,,~~.:, 
\ng unq~r p~ri~t;es.sen~~all:y mdepenMnt a~.d 
?,,bso~ut~ ;. ,a1?4 .tµa~}f t~1!l. r1~h~ be surr~nd~:r~ · 

· ed to supenntendrng 31ir1sd1ct1on~ by delega~ 
·tion o:r·oUi'erwise,_the assembly then ci:i'ases 

. io'bifa go1p~l~hurcq. . . . . · . · . 
· " 5th:'l'hat the authority of. churches is <le­

signe\l. for the µerpetuation of 'the. tr'u.e i·eli'g~ . 
ipn of. thihfospel, and for the preservation of 
~;'pure, and or~erly. pody ~f Chr1stiaris_. ~ii 
earth; that it 1s fully sufficient for th~ pm;:., 
poses intended, but that it does not extend to · 
the persons, property or consciences of men 
in any case whatever. · . 

6th. Thatthe only requisites to church . 
membership are faith in Christ and obPdience · 
to·the gospel; that faith in Christ necessarily 
exists in connection with the belief in the ..... 
fundamental truths of Christianity, and that · 

. to prescribe any other requisite. of _ church 
membership is an assumption of authority on 
-the part of the church, and a.departure from 
the plan of the gospel. , .· 

7th. That the officers of a church are Elders 
and Deacons; that Elders are also called·bish'."' .· 

. · ops or pastors; . that all Elders· are· equal in -
·· . rank, though they may perform different furic~ • .. 

tions, since some mav be bishops or. pastor::i · 
of parti..mlnr church'i's, while others may be . 
simply Elders, having no pastoral charge. . . 

,,, . 
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8th. That the authority of the minister of 
the gospel extends, to teaching, exhortation, 
and rebuke, but no further; that he cannot 
perform auy act ,which belongs to the author­
ity of the church,_such as reception of mem~, 
bers into the church coinpact, or the expul­
sion of offenders; that as a member of· ~he 
church he is no morn than any other member;.- -
and if he ·is guilt,y of transgression, he is to 
be brought :to,trial before his brethren, arid 
convicted 01'. acquitted in the same manner ~s 
if _he were a private person; yet we· think ·1t 
prndent and proper to call in advisory helps, 
e:,pecially if the minister_ is to be tried upon : 
charge of h~resy. · · _ 

9th. That Elders and Deacons may be set 
apart to their office by ordination, or the im­
position of the bands of the ·Presbytery, and 
prayer. 

.i . 
' 
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