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: MINUTESf S e

R ‘ofthe

FORTY FIRST ANNUAL SESSION
L efthe
TEXAS FREE ‘WILL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

‘ The Forty ﬁrst Annual Sess1on ‘of the Texas Free Will
Baptist Association convened with Campbell H1ll church
Rusk county, Texas, October. 3;-1918.

_Rev. A. W. Parker preached the mtroductory sermon

from Jonah 1:6. = .

: "The business session opened at 9 oclock Fr1day

: mormng, October 4.

~ Rev. J. A. Smith led the devotlonal serv1ce by readlng

and commenting.on'the 23rd Psalm. - ;

; ‘The body was called to order by the’ ‘moderator. - Not
having a quorum, the Assoc1at10n adJourned untll 10 30

" o’clock.’

Reconvened at 11 0 clock For the purpose of seat-
ing the delegates a committee was- appointed on repre-
sentation, cons1st1ng of H. W. Watson, “A. Clark A J ,
Knight, who found the followmg entitled to seats: B
.. H."W. Watson, J. C. Minor,"V. C. Benhnett,’ M Me-

Fadden D. V. Watson, Miss Eva Hill, Miss Ada Tomp-
kins, Snyder Tompkins, T. D. Ross,’ MISS Josie Tompkins,

Miss Monnie Morris,. Mrs. Fay Alexander, Tim Phillips, -

B. F. Grounds, C. C. Gibson, A. J. Klutts, J. R. Conley,

J. A, Clark, A. J.'Knight, R. H. Ferguson, J. N. Wheeler, '

A, J. Smith, A. W. Parker, R. D. Jimmerson, Mrs: J. E.
"Clark, E. S Jameson, C. Gllham, J P Conley, G L
Anderson, W. Al Silvey.” 7

" The following ¢hurches’ were represented Good
Hope, Friendship, Campbell Hill; Stewart Chapel, Har-
per’s Grove, Centre Pomt Youngblood Mt Ol1ve, New
Hope AR T U TP R Y » 0

“Rev. Z. B.: Dally was- elected moderator S

“Pulpit Commlttee—E S Jameson J A Clark C A
Smith, H. W. Watson.

Z. B. Dally being’ named by the commlttee to preach
at 11 o clock S J ameson was appomted a331stant ‘mod-
erator.

‘Rev, Z B Dally preached from John 15th chapter

“Adjourned to 2 o’clock.

The -Association convened accordlng to ad;ournment

Devotlonal led by Rev JoN. Wheeler
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Scrlpture reading; 1st Cor 3rd chapter

- Minutes of the morning session read and adopted

Committee - -on  Business—E. S, J ameson, B.
Grounds, and A. W. Parker.-

Committee on-Young Peoples Work——A W Parker, e

- J.N Wheeler, Mrs. Z. B. Dally, Miss Monnie .Morris. ‘
o Sunday School Comm1tteefB F Grounds, ‘E.:S.

. Jameson Miss Eva Hill.

, Commlttee on Publication ‘and Educatmn—E S
Jameson, C. Gilliam, and Miss Ada Tompkins. .. .
) Commlttee on Condition of Churches ‘and Standmg of

, ’lche Mmlsters—H W, Watson, J. Al Clark and C. Gll—w
iam. A

' Committee on Mlss10ns——E S Jameson, A.,‘_ ,

ker, J. N. Wheeler, T. D. Ross, A J nght Mrs Fay INE

exander, Mrs. Dally. .

- . Committee on Location of N ext Sess10n— .

er, J. P."Conley, J. C. Minor, Dock’ Watson T
Committee. on Ob1tuar1es—D R Jlmmerson, J VAL

Smlth J.R: Conley

- Commlttee on F1nance——A W Parker B S Jameson

J. N. Wheeler. . o . ‘

: Committee on Obltuarles reported as follows: .

» We, your commitee, beg leave to report.the follow-

ing deaths: Bro. Henry: Draper of Harper s Grove, Bro. -

Angus’ Jimmerson of Good: Hope, ‘who died in France

from: Wounds received in- action, Bro. Erben ” McFadden e

- who died-in Camp Bowie of pneumonia.
a We extend to the bereaved fam111es our sympathy
S S D.R. JIMMERSON '

RS “J. A, SMITH, -
TR J R. CONLEY

Comm1ttee L

The Commlttee on Pu1p1t Supply read a partial re- T

- port. The Association requested the moderator, Z. B.
Dally, to address the body:on the Sentmel and its needs.
He responded with quite a lengthy talk." Adjourned for
8 o’clock preaching serv1ce and to. 9 o’clock Saturday
mornmg for business session.-

- The Association was called to -order at 9: 30° Saturday .
morning. Devotional service led by Bro. J. R, Conley .

“Scripture reading, 4th chapter of James. |
" Minutes of last session read.and adopted.

Call for committee reports. None bemg ready to re- -

.,port .other business was called. for. r :
<. = Rev. Z. B. Dally was placed on the ordalnmg counc1l
: to ﬁll the place of Rev. D. J. Dollar, who was absent. ‘
Committee on Young People s Work reported as fol«
Jows: T , S
- . R .‘-.‘2



- «5:We beg to submit:the report of last year’s committee;
which has:not beenicarried:out, 'and reads as follows:
“We recommend that:some steps - be taken.to:encourage
our-young:people..: We-ask the body to recommend some:
steps that will help our young people get their:place in
some church; talent is being lost, opportunities are being
wasted the. churches ‘are suﬁ"ermg and ‘the very ‘soul of
the youth is crying’ ‘out’ for somethmg to do "Help .us. ”1
In order to get the above mto actlon, we'add the fol-
lowmg Resolved that we 'urge ‘each pastor to take up-
the young people s work with ‘his. people at once.. Most
young. people are ready. to do ‘their part if they have a
leader If your leader has gone to the’ army, get another’

‘past year :
Resolved that the moderator of thls Assoc1at10n ap-’\
pomt a commlttee to de51gnate the ‘time ‘and ‘place of a’
Christian Endeavor rally to be held within the next ninety’
: days, or as soon as poss1ble ‘this'to bé done at this meet-
ing if possible, and that 'we ‘authorize our’ moderator to’
“secure the services of the General State Sécretary’of the'
‘Christian Endeavor‘iW Roy Breg, of Dallas, with his ex-
penses met. " . ‘
Resolved, that i oss1b1e, we have a committee to
visit each church m .the, Association in the 1nterest of
Chrlstlan Endeavor and this; rally
IR AT W. PARKER,
e “"MRS. Z. B. DALLY
coete . MISS MONNIE MORRIS
R J N WHEDLER, 4y :

,Cornn11ttee :

“The repor ,was so good ‘the’ moderator called £6v a
second readlng L
The- comm1ttee was retamed to designate the time
- and, place’ for the Chr1st1an Endeavor meetmg contamed
in the report. :
“#.4:The :Association:voted. ten' to: e1ght in: favor of Good'
Hope for the place:of:the meeting. - Hant)
vvvv ‘Rev::D:.-R.-Jimmerson preached at 11 ) clock from
‘ Rev 2 4 “Nevertheless .I: have. somewhat ag’amst thee
because thou-hast-left thy first love.”- CE
: AdJourned to meet at 1:30 0 relock. .
The evening session opened with: song, followed w1th
prayer by.Bro. J: E. Klutts, e
Committee.on ‘Missions reported as follows:
.~ In-view of the fact that Christ has committed unto

.
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each one of us:the Great Comm1ss1on' “Go- -ye Into all'the
world,”” and to all appearances our:people ‘are Tot obey-
ing. th1s command’as freely as they:should, and'in.view .of’
the great opportumty and the need of help in the m1ss1on.
ﬁeldtoday,;, L T U T e G s

) Resolved that we urge each church LO nave some‘
'plan Whereby they. may. glve systematlcally to” m1ss10ns,
and that each church organize and sustain a F. B. W. M.
Society ‘and have it in good :working order. before the next
Association, and we recommend that each pastor appomt :
a pres1dent to. Work up an ‘organization,’ and‘in view of
the fact that we are behind’ with' Mrs. Holders salary;
' Resolved, that each church beasked to ‘take ‘an offer-
1ng for ‘this purpose, and send.to the State Treasurer,
Mrs. Holmes; . Dbefore the State- Assoc1at10n o
Resolved that each church ‘be ‘urged to’ ralse “that
dollar per” as was voted in our last Association, ‘and we
recommend that each pastor appomt a commlttee to take
charge of this.”
: Resolved that. the Assoclatlon glve ‘an hour, or more,
"1f necessary, Saturday__afternoon of each sess1on for a

mission program ’ A N
S T E S JAMESON'}_‘,Z; ST

’ ;,vT D. ROSS
AT KNIGHT '

. MRS. FAY ALEXANDER

YMRS{Z B DALLY

Commlttee

The Commlttee on-sLocat1on recommended that the
next session of the Association be held with the New
Hope church ﬁve mlles north of Henderson Rusk county

s . J."N. WHEELER
.J. P CONLEY,"
J C MINOR .
e Commlttee

“The: Comm1ttee ‘on ‘the Standmg of the: M1n1sters and
Condltlon ‘of Churches;: reported ‘as -follows:i: =it
“We find'that all ministers are in good. standmg and

domg good work, but the .churches are-not working as =~

they should. We recommend that the Assoc1atlon take

. -‘actlon on th1s
H W WATSON
'?‘J ‘Al CLARK,:
C GILLIAM
SR NS Commlttee




A ‘committee was ‘appointed - to +draft’ a missionary =
program: for: the next session of the Assoc1at10n to be“,
rendered Saturday:afternoon.: s

.The Sunday. School: Comm1ttee reportea as follows 5

~We recommend the organization and maintenance of
more Sunday schools, and that-each Sunday school, con- -
tribute 't6 missions' each month!" Let it be yoiir- offermg%;.,
~on.the regular church'iservice day. - We ‘ask .that Mrs..’
Dally give an explanation. of somethings:she has for the /'
benefit of Sunday ‘schools. “We 'also recommend. that "
each Sunday school send representatives to the. State Sun-
day. School: Convention 'and that.each ‘Association render -
a program for the benefit of Sunday schools. We further -
recommend that;this program be turned over to ReV.;JV,

"~ N. Wheeler.-
E S JAMESON
BuFY GROUNDS
MISS EVA HILL, .
i GO . B Commlttee’ g
Report of Business Commlttee T L

“We recommend that this Assoc1at10n ask each church o

to make an offering for expense of meetmg of State As-: -
sociation.. .We also suggest that some méans be’ used to
raise the necessary expense of the local Association.-
SIS _ o5 AL WL, PARKER, ..
E. S. JAMESON
- Comm1ttee .

Report of Comm1ttee on Educatlon and Publlcatlon

In as'much as our church has undertaken the ‘plan of -
one dollar per member for education, and as we have not -
collected all'of this, and in as'much as some’of our young
men need the part which is ‘to-be derived from this fund, -
we' recommend that each ‘church follow:the. precedent:"?
set forth by Good Hope ‘and: take special offerings: for:-
‘educatlon, ‘and in as- ‘much  as’ our: young brother, J. N.
“Wheeler, is now offermg his life for service and maklng
"a sacrifice for the cause of Christ and our church that
these offerings go into our treasury to-be paid to him on
monthly installments. ;; On publication:.: We recommend |
-the full recogmtlon of the- Sentmel and further recom-

‘mend that each ‘church has an appomted agent and to E

. become”. subscr1bers is asfmuch our bonded duty as. the';‘;‘\

-support of a pastor
. RS JAMESON
C GILLIAM :
a Comm1ttee;

E S Jameson, A W Parker and J N Wheeler were ‘
5.




October 1919

=

app(l){lnted to Work up an 1nterest in Chrlstlan Endeavor
wor -
. Delegates named to State Meetmg D C Hughes,
W.:A.:Silvey, C. Gilliam, Miss Ada" Tompklns, ‘Miss Eva
Hill, W. S. Hill, H. H. Williams, Philip: Chamness, J. L.
Anderson;:B. F. Grounds, W.. H. H. Hays, G. 'T:: Birdwell, .
Mrs. Fay Alexander; J. A: Clark and wife; B. F.:Vinson, -
R. G. Duke, J. L. Ross, Miss Monnie Morris, O. L. San-
ders, T. W. Williamson, -Miss Fanny May Grlgsby, W. A.
Adams; Mrs. H. H. Wllhams o o
J. N. Wheeler was appomted to preach tne mtroduc-t
tory sermon at the next. sessmn of the Assoc1at10n J R -
- Conley, alternate. ‘ ;
‘Bro. Z. B. Dally was named to extend the thanks of '
the Association to Campbell Hill commumty for-its<kind--
ness.
Proceedmgs of Saturday night session: :
Ordaining Council reported as follows We, your
‘ordaining council having examined Rev. J. N Wheeler,
_ find him worthy of ordination. _
.Song. . Prayer by Rev..J. N.’ Wheeler Sermon by -
Rev Z: B. Dally,:Exodus 20-8-9-10-11. e /
. ‘Sunday, 11 a. m-——Prayer, JoAL Smlth
- Ordination: sermon Rev . B. Dally, Job 22 Thes ,
5-22, Tim. 2-15. = -
After sermon prayer ‘and laymg on of hands, E. S
Jamerson S
© 8 P M Sunday—Sermon J N Wheeler, from Danlel
5 122, -
We had a Very pleasant sess10n of the Assoc1atlon and
I trust a very proﬁtable one.. . -
.'The next session of the Assoc1at10n w111 convene w1th o
New Hope church,: five miles north: of Henderson, Rusk,
county, on Thursday mght before the ﬁrst Sunday m,

Z B DALLY Moderator
T D ROSS Clerk ,

Artlcles of F axth

Of God——Art1cle '1." There is one God and one medl-', ~
’ator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who
gave himself a ransom for all to be testified in good time. -
~+ - Of ‘Free-Will—Art. 2. We believe that the human
will is free, and that all who have heard and nave learn-
ed:of the Father, have the ablhty to accept or reJect the
condition of salvation.

Of -Baptism—Art. 3. ‘Mode—And. J esus,f when: he '
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was: baptlsed went: up stralghtway out of the water— :
Matt. 3:16.

CAnd it came to. pass in those days that Jesus came
from Nazareth and was baptlsed of . John in: Jordon-——
Mark:1:9. = :

" Buried with him in Baptlsm Wherem 'ye are- also 1 risen
with him through faith of the operation of God. Who hath y
raised him from the dead.—Col. 2:12. :

We are buried with him in baptism, into death that s
like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the: glory (
of the Father,; even so we also’ walk in newness:oflife;
~ for if we have been. planted togetherin the likeness of his -

death, we shall be also in the llkeness of h1s resurrectlon .
—Rom. 6 :4-5. o el

‘Subjects—Go ye therefore and teach all natlons —-v;i
Matt. 28:19. :

.Then they that gladly recelved hlS Word were bap-
tised.—Aects 2:41; “ x
. And they spake unto h1m the Word of the Lord and
to all that were in the house. .. And he took: them the
- same;hour of the night,. and- Washed their stripes; and. -

was baptised, he and all his'straightway.. And when he o

‘had brought them .into his house, he sat:meat- before
them, and rejoiced, believing in God w1th all h1s house .
—Acts 16:32-24. . -

If thou behevest with- all thme heart: thou mayest—
Acts 8:37-39. - SR EEL

ObJect—The like figure whereunto baptlsm doth also C

- now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh,
but the answer of a good conscience toward God) by the
resurrection’ of Jesus Christ.—1 Pet. 3:21. :

The Lord’s Supper—Art. 4. - But let’'a’man examine
himself, and so let him eat of that bread and drink of that.’ :
cup. —1 Cor.'11:28.. i ~ o

: This do in remembrance of me. —Luke 22 19 :

“The Bible—Art. 5. " All seripture is given by inspira-
tion of ' God and is proﬁtable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correct1on, for 1nstruct10n in rlghteousness =2 Tlm 3 16

Constltutlon

Constltutlon amended at regular sessxons of the As— _
.soc1at10n - .
: -Article 1... This. Assoc1at10n shall_ be. known as the
uTexas Free; W111 Baptist Association. - .
. Art. 2. It is not the object of this Assoclatlon to‘ .
. usurp . authority over' the churches, but to . recommend
such measures as-would promote unity of actlon among
' LT



- the churches, to. harmomze the efforts of the:individual -

‘churches -with one another-in the effort to ‘accomplish: -

good-and make: each other more proﬁc1ent m the1r good‘

undertakmgs for good. -

-Art. 8.2 This Assoc1at10n shall be composed of dele-»
gates:from: the churches, who>shall be selected and:sent"
from-the churches composing it, and each church shall be =
entitled to two'delegates, and: for every fifty: and not more "
than-seventy-five: members, a: church shall be ent1t1ed to -
one-more’ delgate R e 8

“Art. 40 Ordalned mlmsters may have seats in: the

Assoc1atlon and - be . entitled.-to" pr1v1leges of .delegates, -

even when' not representing. churches.: (As amended):
-Art. 5..+ New churches and ministers’may be admit-- :
ted- to: membersh1p on application when:duly- accredlted
" (As amended) ,
~1Art; 6, The istanding - ofﬁcers rof - this - Assoc1at10n
shall be Moderator Clerk Treasurer and Correspondmg”
Secretary .
ATt T Thls Assoc1at10n shall hold its:sessions: once -+

every year, at a tlme and place spec1ﬁed by a precedlng R

sesgion:’ v :
GArt 8 The Assomatlon shall have the r1ght to dlS-::’~
mlssldlsorderly churches and obJectlonable members ‘ati:
. any of its sessions: o
“Art.-9.: < This constitution may be amended by a Vote
of ‘two-thirds - of the members present at” any regularf
meetlng of the Assocxatlon RS . i

fs B I T & DD r

7 Church Decorum ;' R

Ast..;-The..church may choose_a pastor annually, at '
the last. regular conference:in- Associational .year, -or if -
they prefer; may choose a pastor for an indefinite length. .
of time, to:continue from-year to year.so long:as he may
deem: 1t proper;to-keep up the connection: . . ...i:::; :

~2nd..-- When' it- becomes necessary :a pastor may be
chosen at any time, but if the choice be made at a special

-conference, the t1me must be appomted at monthly meet-
‘ ,‘lng of the church

“3rd. . The pastor shall be moderator of tne’ church

but When he is absent, or does not sit as moderator, bemg -

present some sultable brother shall be’ appomted to s1t 1n~
h1s place. R
:4th. - There shall be two or* more deacons in the’

" church whose duty. it shall be to:superintend the:collec- i ‘

‘tion and disbursement -of -all‘contributions made by the.

church’ for the pastor,-etc., and ‘to: distribute’ the bread " -

and wine;‘in‘the administratioh of- the Lord’s Supper SRR
‘ 8-



«5th..-Some suitable member shall be ‘appointed clerk,
and it shall be ihis duty to:do-the recording.and. other
writing . pertaining: to:the. business.of the church, and to
preserve a file;of the minutes of the 'Association.- HAE

. 6th: i When a new clerk is appointed, all: books, min-
utes, etc, belonging to the clerk shall be 1mmed1ately de-: -
livered:to.him by his predecessor..- . ey

Z7th. . ~When the church deems 1t necessary, a commlt-,
tee of: not less than three male members, weli-acquainted
with- busmess, shall.be appointed, whose business it shall
be to give advice to brethren who-apply: to them, relatlve
to cases of dealing, eté¢., with the;church.::; - . v

--8th. ;. The. church shall ‘hold. a two- days meetlng
monthly, embracing Saturday.and the Lord’s Day follow-
ing, the first of which shall be the: regular tlme of. confer-
ence. ,

+9th. . It shall: be ‘the duty of every male and female

v to attend :each:’ conference meeting if: they..can, for on

. that day the pastor is expected to instruet'the church-in -
~a.special manner by: giving plain and. po1nted lessons on
doctrme, d1sc1p11ne and rules:by holy living."

.10th. © Conferences' shall be conducted as follows
1—-——Prayer, unless Divine Service has just been concluded,
and:generally.then. . 2—Invite visiting brethren to:seats.
3—Open the door. for the reception of members. 4—Call
_for apbsentees. 5—For acknowledgments ‘6—For ref-
erence, of deferred busmess 7——For mlscellaneous bus1- '
ness. -

11th thmg brethren as also helps called in, from
s1ster churches, shall be allowed to speak and make mo-
tlons or- seconds, ‘but not:allowed:to.vote., ;7 - ‘

12th.: - An. orderly:::member. of . the. Baptlst church
wh1ch doesnot hold this'church in. fellowship; may be.re-
ceived into the church without-a.letter,. when it is made
apparent that his Christian character is -unimpeachable
~and that he: has applied:for.a:letter.and.could.not obtain
it. because .he desired :to: Jom this:or.some: other church
All other: :persons must join by letter. of baptism. o

.13th..~ No: member: shall: be -received - Wlthout the
unanimous consent of members present; but unreasonable
objections shall not be valid; and unless witndrawn, the
member: who: makes; them . shall ‘be . hable to be taken
under dealmg by:the. church. g ‘

-14th. - . When .the moderator calls for absentees the;
clerk shall inform the church what male members have
been-absent: for: three:successive :conferences, and the

"~ moderator:shall:appoint some brother or brethren to cite

: each of the mto the next conference. ...
15th ~No:: member shall be expelled umess he: has

o 9



been’ c1ted verbally or in wrltmg to attend: hls trlal pro—
v1ded his’ res1dence is known' to the-church.- e .
16th.:\"When a witness, not a member of thls church ‘
is 1ntroduced he shall not be- examlned until the questlon:
has:been-put'to ithe church “Wlll you hear the test1-
mony iof ‘this witness?”.:- " IR
17th. The ev1dence in: every ‘case oi deahng andL ’
acknowledgments shall be minuted on:the'church books.
-18th: . Members dismissed from the church by:letter,
: Who become disorderly; or: continue to :hold their church
letters without.a'good reason, shall be 01ted to conference

‘ to answer for their conduct.: .
‘19th. -Expelled members may be restoreu to fellow- .

sh1p on their petition, if their ‘walk: since:expulsion has’
convinced the church' that they<have sincerely: repented_
_ of former evil conduct,
+20th. A vote shall not' be! taken upon:any questlon
Wlthout a move and second, and-in ‘all: 1mportant ques-
' t1ons the vote shall be taken by-rising to‘the feet. e
» 21st. -'No 'motion:shall’ be: made whlle a: move and
second is before the conference: " ''ii:: :
- 22nd. #/It shall-be considered dlsorderly for any mem-
ber-to: absent himself from conference’ When an.important
~question is to‘be decided; but’a‘member uponihis request
may-be exempted by’ the church from Votlng on e1ther
- side in:peculiar cases.’ g .
» 23rd. No member shall leave the house durlng con-
-ference without sufficient cause, nor engage in conversa-
tion or ‘whispering: without: subJect to belng called to or-
der:by‘the moderator. ' "= :
24th. All discussion in: conference must be conduct—
ed’ 'with calmnessand: :good feelmg ‘Those’ who ‘speak -
must ‘arise to'their' feet and: address the moderator and
keep ‘the pomt in.debate. "t ot
1. 25th.:'No~one :shall:speak: more than tiiree tlmes
on the same motion;-without'permission:from'thé modera-
‘tor;: nor shall the: remarks of  one 'be: unreasonably long
26th. .+ 'When' the" moderator speaks in: debate ‘he
nommates some brother -as-moderator.in:his stead.! :
-27th.: " No 'one ‘shall ‘be- interrupted: wh1le speakmg
unless it i 1s necessary: to'call:him to-order.i! ,
~28th.! It shall be the rule:of the: church to attend to
the administration of the ‘Lord’s- Supper ‘atileast: four
times-a: year and the expenses are;’ to be pald by the '
church g
29th. If the conscrence of any are: tender, on the'
subJect of feet ‘washing 'in any- church they snall not be
molested 1f they see fit to practice it.: o :
'80th." The decorum may ibe altered or amended by




‘a vote of two-thlrds of the member present at any two
successwe monthly conferences .

-«

Government and Ordmance

We beheve that a gospel church or a church of

Chrlst is a congregation of Christians, constituted and

. governed accordmg to the rules laid down in the New
Testament. : . B

‘2. The rules requlre churches -to preserve the

form of government and ordinances of the first Christian - -

. churches, and to be composed of baptlzed believers in
Chr1st

3. ' That the estabhshmen of a central or Catholic’
"government over the visible church, or any part thereof,
is a device of earthly repugnant to the word of God, sub-
versive of the churches and dangerous to the llbertles of
men. -
. 4.. .The gospel churches are the only -ecclesiastical
bodies or tribunals authorized by the scriptures; that
each church has the unrestricted. right to administer its
own government, without suspension or interference, be-
ing under Christ, essentially independent and absolute,
and that if this rlght be surrendered to:superintending
jurisdiction, by delegation. or otherW1se, the . essembly

 ..then ceases to be a gospel church.

5. = That the authority of churches is desxgned for the
perpetuation of frue religion of the gospel, and for the.
preservation of a pure and orderly body of Christians on :

‘carth ; that it is fully sufficient for the purposes intended - -

-or consciences of men in any case whatever.. :
.. 6. ,That the only requisites to church" membershlp .
are faith in Christ and obedience to the gospel that faith
in Christ necessarily exisits in connection w=th the belief
~in the fundamental truths of Christianity and that to pre-
scribe any other requisite of church members is an as-
sumption of authority onthe part of. the church and a de-'
parture from the plan of-the gospel..:
7. That the officers of a church are elders and dea-
~cons; that elders are also. called bishops or pastors; that
all are equal in rank, though they may perrorm different

" functions, since some may be bishops.or pastors of par-.
‘tlcular churches, while others may be 31mply elders, hav-'

" ing no pastoral charge. : ;

That the authorlty of the minister of the gospel

) extends to teaching, exhortation and rebuke, but no fur-

ther;that he cannot perform any act which belongs to the

authorlty of the church such as reception of members in-
s : ~.A1



o

~ to church compact, or the expulsion of offenders; that as -
- a member of the church he is no more than any other.
- member, and if he is guilty of transgressions, he is fo be
-brought before the brethren and convicted or acquitted
in the same manner as if he were a prlvate person; yet
we think it prudent and proper to call in advisory helps,
especially 1f the mmlster 1s to be trled upon a charge of
heresy. - ‘
“-9." That elders and deacons may be set apart to thelr
office by ordination,. the 1mpos1t10n of the hands of the‘
Presbytery and prayer MR s

The letter of the Assoc1at10n should contam the fol-
lowing:- - - ,

An account of the state of rehglon

~'The-safe union in the church..

Condition- of the Sabbath school and the lnterest
manifested in missions.
. oAny requests for the examlnatlon of a mmlster or for
the next-session of the- Assoc1at10n .
: Names of delegates.: - " I
" The number of members recelved durlng the year and
' how received.. , : , :
' The. number dlsmlssed
The number died. : SO
The present number of members







