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| Proceedi'ngsz

The Forty-Ninth Annual Session of the Texas Free
YVill Baptist Association convened with New Hope church,
Rusk County, September 30th to October 2nd.

Rev. J. W. Doste1 pleached the mtxoductry sermon‘
from Tim. 2:2.

The first session of the Assoc:latmn opened Fmday
morning at 9:30.

*  Song service, led by Rev. Ira Harper. Devotional by
Rev. D. J. Dollar. The first item of business was the ap-
pointment of the pulpit committee by the Moderator, Rev.
E-S. Jamerson. Bro. Ira Harpeir was made chairman with
the following brethren to assist: G. L. Young,, P. H.
Graves, J. F. Patterson. - The holders of church letters
were asked to present them. The following church re-
sponded by their duly elected delegates: Youngblood—
Miss Eva Hill, Miss Lilly Tompkins and Mrs. Grace’ Single-
tary. Friendship—W. B. Duke, Jr. Christian Chapel—
Mrs. Carrie Parker, Miss Bonnie Jean Dollar and John.
Doilar.” Buncomb—23Bro. and Sister P. H. Graves and Bro.
and Sister H. A. Graves. New Hope Church, Smith Co,.
Brother and Sister Gray and Bro. N. 'T. -Seagraves.
Broom’s Chapel—T1. J. Davis, C. C. Sanders and wife, and
Miss Linnie Bell Waits. This being a newly = organized
church, it asked for membership in the Association, which
was granted and the delegates given the right hand of
- fellowship.

Having a little time to spare the Moderator asked our
field secretary, Rev. J. J. Tatum to address the body for
a short time. He blought us greetmgs from the various
associations over the state. = .

.Bro. J. P. Brown a visitor to our asSociation from
Bryan Texas, gave us a short talk by the way of intro-
ductlon
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Bro Oscar Hesser and wife were authorlzed to rep-
resent Center Point church. .
Rev. Ira Harper gave a verbal report of the condltlon
of this church which was received. :
There bemg no letter from Union Arbor a report
from Rev. E. S. Jamerson on the condition of this church
showed it to be in a prosperous condition.
Brother S. S. Sims and wife and Bro. Travis Jones ,
and wife were seated as delegates.
Treasurels report received. Verbal report from New
Hope church was given by. Mrs. Inez Morris. :
Bro J. W, Doster gave a favorab]e report of FoIsom
| church No delegates from this chulch
' Rev J. A, Smith gave the report from Dlrgln He
reported a very live Sunday School that had $26 00 in its
treasury. .. . .
o , Dlsmlssed for preachmg by Rev H C Dunn
. Rev B. A, Wam\vught preached at eleven _ “o'clock
/ from- Rom 12 1.
g. The assoclatlon convened in the aftemoon at 1:30.
i Devotlonal led by Rev..J. A. Smlth Scrlpture les-
RS U \son 23rd Psalm.
R un Letter from Mt Olive, read and recelved and dele—

A gates Bro. V. W. Jones and wife, Bro. C. w. Whltehead
t\\\; ‘and Bro. M. B. Stafford seated. : |
\j\\f Y Rev. D.R. Jlmmerson rendered a verbal 1eport from

\\ G\)od Hope church. " He was seated as a delegate from

Good Hope.

Report from Venice by Rev. J. W. Doster received.

A verbal report was received from each of the fol-
lowing churches: Bethlehem church in Smith county, and -
Harper’s-Grove, Rusk county. : :

The present officers were re-elected:  Rev. E: S.
Jamerson, moderator; Rev. B. A. Wamwrlght as31stant
-moderator; Rev. Ira Harper assistant clerk.

The appomtment of the various committees was en-
tered into. A committee was appointed for each of the
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following subjects: The Standing of the Ministry, Con-
dition of Churches, ‘Publication, Education, Sunday
School, Young People s Work, Evangelism, ~Finance,
Obituaries. ) : : - y

Rev. J. P. Br(_)wn was invited to address the body on "
any subject he wished to talk about. He chosé Evan-
gelism, and gave a very profitable talk. '

After a short intermission the moderator called the
executive committee together. The body adJoumed for
the day.

Rev. J. J. Tatum was appomted by ‘the committee to
preach Friday night. His subject was, “What Have Thee
in-Thine House?” First Kings 17:12. ,

The association was called to order Saturday mornmg
at 8:30. Devotional led by Rev. H. C. Dunn. Scnptuxe
lession: First division of Psalms.

Petitionary letter from Mud Creek, a newly orgamz—

"ed church, read and received and delegates glven the rxght
hand of fellowship.

Delegates from Venice church seated, Bro. 1. F Luns- '
:t'01d and Bro. S. E. Lunsford and wife. : :

- Report of Committee On Young People s Work.

Report of committee on Young People’s Work read
as follows:. We find that the old .people do not take the
part they should in our work. - While the Christian En-
deavor has been organized and has been a. failure on ac-
count of the old people not taking their palt as they
should. We feel that we need a worker on the f_leld)that'
will work with the old people as well as the young people;
and the funds should be raised by the churches to pay the
worker. We, your committee, beg that this be done at
once.

Commlttee—-F E. Smith, A.- D. Smgletary, J. .S, i
Tompkms, Miss Lillie Tompkins, H H. Harrls : !
-Adjourned for dinner.

As per ad]ournment the assoclatmn convened at 2:30
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Devotional by .Brother V.'W. Jones: :

Rev. D. R.JJimmerson filled the. Suano‘l at 11 oclock.
Report on finance referred back o the cormmttee,

eport of Stmday School C‘ommrftee

S Reporf: read aod recerved as foIIorws “No church
.13 comple*e without 7 Stmday Schooi to help We flnd
that the Sunda:y Schooﬁ work over the flefd 18 not What it
bhould or couId be.. Therefore we urge. that our. people
take a4 grf\ater interest in this great work and try to im- -
prove it. We recommend that a delegation he sent to the
"Rusk and Panola county Sunday ‘School Comrenu.m to be
held with Friendship church, Calyton, Panola County, on
'I‘rlday night and Saturday before the fourth Sunday in
October 1926. .
o Committes—Ira Harper I P Erown. V. W Jone.s,.
'\Jrs Grace Smg:etary, I\Irs Irene Morrrs. ‘

Reporf Cn: Laymen ] Counc'

" The committee on Laymen’s Counul xeporred
follows. Seeing the” necessity ‘of a better - co- operatlon
. among our laymen, we recommend that all laymen of the
various churches take 4 more active part in the advance-.
ment of the cause, especially in assisting our pastors, con-
tributing’ to missions, and in all educational undertakings,
also in orgamzmg Christian Aid Societies, '‘Sabbath
Schools, prayer meetmgs and contrrbutmg to therr sup-
port. .
e Commlttee-—P ‘H. Graves, G. B. Martm J. W Pitt~
. man H H: Harrrs, W B. Duke, J1 C W. Gray, J. P
Brown ‘

Report On Condmon of the Churches.

The Committee on Condltlon of the Churches gave the
followmg report We find that the churches are in good
‘condition sprrrtually but not’ so_well. fmancmlly We
recommend: a greater degree of financial interest, -
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. Committee-—G. B, Martin, chairman; H. C.- Dunn,
J. W, \D_Qster Oscar Hesser, G. L. Young." :

Report of Cammltttea Gn Educatlon

Wltn ihe pu,mm day pu‘ﬁc qchool syste*n and other
facilities, it behooves us as church workers, in order to

raeet the demands successfully, that we use every legiti- -

mate means in preparing ourselves to meet the demand
of more efficient leadership by reading .and study and

when possible attend training class work, that our lives.

znd influence may reach and do the best for those com-
ing in contact with us . Especially do we urge the minis-
ters who are the recognized leaders to improve and.inform
-~ themselves as best they can that all may be inspired by
the'r ministry. . We. further recommend that a-course
of reading be suggested by the ordaining council for those

Gesiring ‘to enter the ministry. Be it further resolved

that this association provide a iraining class of ten.days

where instruction may be given a class for leadership in.
our various churches. - This step in educational matters
is to be. under the control .and direction of the ordaining

council.

Commlttee—J J Tatum, P H Glaves Mlss Edna’
Heard Mrs. C. C. Sanders, Mrs. J A. Clark,. M C. Graves,

Report of COmmlttee On Fmance

" The commlttee on Finance leported as followo ' We’

recommend that each member be asked to pay the sum of
two ‘dollars, this sum to’ go into a fund to be used at the
direction of the executive ‘committee, and that all the
" officers .of the.various church constitute a. committee
to collect this amount and forward it to the clerk of the
Association not later than June 30th, 1927. ’
"~ "Committee—H. W. Watson, ‘chairman; J. A. Clark,
P. H. Graves, J. F. Patterson, A."A. Bennett.
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Report of Committee On Evangelism.

We, your Committee on Evangelism, beg leave to
make the following report:- That as far as we are able
to learn, we, with other denominations, are lacking in
the old- time spirit of evangelism that marked the church
as the “high tower” over light and salvation, the only
great and secure refuge in our distress. Therefore, we
would recommend that our pastors be urged to earnestly
and faithfully strive to become indeed more evangelistic
pastors; that our churches may become on¢e more more
nearly lige the Apostolic churches in plan and purpos-.
prayer and praise, labor-and love, -

Therefore, we would recommend that all our churches
plan for and hold-special evangelistic mid-year services
addition to the regular summer meetings, using local or
- home talent, when deemed advisable, if such can ‘be se-
cured.” Believing that the last year s program as’ recom-
mended was an admirable one in that it recommended a
definite: amount to secure and applied to this ~line ~of
work. - We recommend that five hundred dollars be ap-
propriated to this line of effort, said campaign to be un-
der the control of the executive committee. :

-Lastly, we urge that isms and cisms and all minor
controverted matters be left and that for three months,
December, January and February, we devote ourselves in
a united effort in prayer and-activity to-the one great ef-
fort-of winning souls and developlng of Chrxstlan charac-
ter and’ usefulness.

’ Commlttee—J J. Tatum, chalrman D R. Jlmmex- '
son, Mrs. Gus Smlth D. J. Dollar, B. A "\Vamw_rvlght -

Report of C0mm1tte On Pubhcatmn

We, your Commlttee On Pubhcatlon beg to submlt the
following report: Another year has passed and gone,
and we, as church people in Texas, are still' .without a

_ e b kel
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church paper. There seems to ke very little interest mani-
fested as to our ever having one. Other denominations
are pubhshmg their papers and: domv what they can to-
push the work of the printed gospe] over the land. ‘Why
not we? Would you like to hear and reard what our.
people are doing over this and other states? If S0, help
us devise a plan whereby we may have a church paper.fd_r
our people. We recommend that this association take
earnest steps to try to interest other associations in Tex--
as in this needed work. - If each member or head of fam-
ilies in Texas who are Free Will Baptists would subscribe
. one dollars we could have a good church payer. We urge
you to take up this matter and help. . R
Commlttee——Earney Weaver, F. F. Pmson E. 'S
Lunsford, Mrs. V. W. Jones, Mrs. Dottie Hesser o

‘Report ‘of Executive Committee.

" We, the Executlve Commlttee, of the Texas Free will
Baptlst Association, in session Oct. 2nd, 1926, to consider.
the standlng of the ministry. Bro. H. T. Sizemore bemg
called in questlon charges, were preferred against him by .
Rev Ira Harper for being gullty of conduct not becommrr‘
a minister of our falth and or der after whlch it was re-
quested he be tried. ‘ : '

. After hearing testlmony a motion to call for cr eden-
tials carried. The clerk was instructed to secure his cre-
dentials any way he saw fit. All other ministers were
found to be in good standing.” A motion carried to "in-
stitute an organization known as a Ministers and Deaconb
Institute. - We respectfully submit the foregomg report

All officers of the association composing the commlt-
tee, Rev. E. S. Jamerson chalrman '

Report of Committe On: Obltuarxes.

We, the Committee on Obltuarxes, report the follow-
ing deaths: Sister Callie Johnson "of “Centre Point
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chuxch Bro. J B. Duke and Sister J B. Duke, of Frien -
ship . Chuxeh Brother and. Slster Duke were ch:n er

“members of the first F Free Baptist Church in Texas They '

had been faithful for nearly 49 years. Their posterlty has

' shown their. training by thelr falthfulness to the caur ch.

Commlttee—-Mls V. M. Jones Miss Eva Hill, Mrs.
Mary H. McFadden MISS Josie Tompkms Mrs. | Dottie
Hesser e R

, Delegates to State Convent'on

" The Moderator 1ecommended the follomnq as dele-
gates to, the State Confelence J. W. Plttman W :3
Duke, Jr., Frank E. Stith, MlsS Eva Hill, Mlss ) Josxe
Tompklns Mrs: A. D, Smszletaly "Mr. and Mrs. H. S. ng—
ginbotham, Mr. and Mrs. J. ‘A. Clark, Mrs. May Plttman

“Mrs. Jewel Weaver, V. W. Jones and wife, S. E. Luns-
. ford, and Miss. Kathleen Lee. We recommend that in

case of the absence of any of these that some one present
be. allowe_d to f111 the absence These were ummmously’

elected ; »
" The ass0c1at10n adJourned to meet with Youngblood»

. Church on Thursday mght before the first Sunday in

October, 1927.  This church is located on the road. be-
tween: Fairplay and Beckvﬂle Panola’ county ’ S
.. Rev. J. P. Brown pleached a very able sermon on

' Saturday mght from the first chapte1 of Jonah Rev.

D. J. Dollar extended thanks of the association to the New
Hope church and communlty f01 1ts klndness and hosrn~

tality.
Rev. E. S. Jame1son preached to the people Sunddv ‘

'at 11 o’clock. This ended the forty-nmth annual sessinn
‘of the association which we trust was a ‘most profltable

sesion. - E. S. JAMERSON, Moderatm T
' ‘B: A, WAINWRIGHT, Asst. Moderator. - -
T. D.. ROSS, Clerk. .
IRA HARPER Ass1stant Clelk






