


MINUTES 
FIFTY-SECOND ANNUAL SESSION-TEXAS 

FREE WILL BAPTIS:r ASSOCIATION 

The .Fifty-Second Anriual Session of the Texas Free Wll1 Bap­
tist Association was held with Darco Church In Harrison County, 
,commencing Thursday night before the first Sunday In October, 1929. 

The first service consisted of. reading the 24th Psalm; and the 
1

dlscusslon of local church matters. 

The businJss session opened Friday morning i1th song, Scrip­
ture reading and prayer by Rev. D. R. ii:infuerson. 

It ,vas adopt~d to receive the church letters and delega:tes at 
one time. Ira Harper, H. w. Watsori, and i. Ii. Fears were ii:ppoliit­
ed on Pulplt Committee. Vliilttrig brethren we~o askEid · to make 
a few remarks. Rev. J. J. Tatum, State Secretary, gave us a very 
• . . . . ,. .. -_ - • J. . - ' .• j' ' 

encouraging report cif the work over the State. Rev. J. W. Handy 
reported favorably from Central Texas Associatlori; l\tlss . l\ilrirife· 
-J{mmerson made . a very appr(}prlate short talk. Adjourned for . 
}>reaching. . . . . 

The Assriclatlon reconvened · fo the afterno6n at i: 30. · 

Rev. J. • W. · Handy preached. at eleven o'clock from· Gal. 6: 17. 
Bro. S. A. Watson. conducted devotional- exercises. Scripture· 

.. _ reading, Psalms 24th Chapter._: 
. Reading the Minutes· of the: morning session which. was adopt­

ed as read. 

.'en>t: 
Reading of the Church Letters and seating the delegates pres­

FRIENDSHIP: J. L. Ross, W. B. Duke, 
YOUNGBLOOD: Miss Eva Hill, Miss 

Jr.; and H. K. Ross. 
Josie· Tompkins, Miss 

Nellie To~pklns 
BUNCOMB: r. H. Graves, J. L. D. Morris, W .. L. Crawford. 
CENTER POINT: Walter Wilkerson, Dottie Hesser, Oscar Hes-
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ser, Fannie Pitts, Bill Hill, W. D. Heard. 

GOOD HOPE: Tim Phillips, Church Gibson, Joe Weatherford, 
Will Wherry, Lod Anderson. 

NEW HOPE:• Howard Morris, S. A. Watson, Wilford ·Lee and 
Mrs. Gus Smith. 

MOUNT OLIVE: Ray aerry, .Arthur Hale, Mrs. Monnie Dun: 
can, Ab Fears, Mrs. Annette Fears; 

MT. UNION: D. R. Curbow and wife, Beatrice ·Curbow, H. T. 
Lunsford· •an,d wife, Minnie Lunsford. 

UNION ARBOR: T. E. Williamson, E: J. Rhodes, G. S. Sims, 
H. L. Vice, W. B. Jennings . 

. HARPER'S UNION: A. R. Harper, Mrs. A. R. Harper, ,George 
,Birdwell, Mrs. W. H. Hays 

DIR.GIN: Elbert Grigsby, Sister Edna Mae Jennings, Sister 
Oieda Adams, and Sister Vivian Hinkle.· 

. DARCO: Thomas Reeves, Sis>ter Eunice Eldridge, Sister Eliza­
beth Harper. 

S-TEWART CHAPEL: R. M. Thornton .and wife, Olan Graham 
and wife, T. L .. Conley and wife. 

'The next item of business was the electing of officers. Rev. , . . . 

E. S. Jamerson· was unanimously elected president, and Rev. B. A. 
Wainright, Vice. President, and W. B. Duke, Jr., assistant clerk. 

The following co~mnittees.' were appointed by the presid~nt: 
SUNDAY SCHOOL-Ira Harper,· Miss Minnie Jimmerson, Hu­

berC Ray Berry, Earnest Tipps, Mrs. R. M. Thornton. 
COMMITTEE ON EVANGELISM-J. J. Tatum, H. · S Higgin­

botham, J. B..Fears, P. H. Graves, Ii. W. Lee. 
MISSIONS-B .. A. Wainright, H. W. Watson, T. 0. Jones, T. 

L. Conley, S. A .. Watson; H. A. · Thornton, T. F. Reaves, • W. D. 
Heard. 

YOUNG PEOPLE'S WORK-Mrs. J. 0. Graham, Miss .Lillie 
Mae Fears, Mrs. B. A. Wainright, Kilby Ross, Miss Minnie Jim­
merson. 

COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS-J. W. Handy, J. E. Tomp­
kins; Mrs; Oscar Hesser; Mrs. P. H. Graves a:nd. J. R. Wyatt. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE-J: B. Fears, J. 0. Graham, J. A. 
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Clark,., G., W. S_mith, H. T. Higginbotham; Oscar Hesser, P. H. 
Graves, and T. D. Ross, W. B. Duke, Jr . 

. OBITUARY COMMITTEFJ-:-Rev. D. R. Jimmerson, Mrs. Gus 
Smith, Mrs. T. L. Conley. 

J. E. Tompkins, J. B. Fears and R W. Wats_on were. appointed · 
to name delegates to the State· Convention to be. held at Fort 
.Worth, begtnning the 5th day of November; 1929 .. 
. Adjourned until 9 o'clock Saturday . morning. An address at 
night by the Superi;tendent of the Tatum School which was very 
tn~eresting. and _instructive .. Everyone present enjoyed it very much. 
!\.fter the address, Rev., J. J. Tatum preac!ied a very able · sermon 
Late in the afternoon Miss Minnie Jimmerson, who for the past 
several years has been in, the North, taking instruction in, and 
teaching religious training, gave us a heart to heart talk on _how 
our young people should be trained for wor:ship. If her a,dvice · 
could be put into practice it would inspire· our young people to 
nobler· and better things and' give to the churches a much needed. 
uplift. 

The Association convened at 9 o'clock Saturday morning· with· 
a song. 

Devotioiial was led by P. H. Graves. 
P. H. Graves, W. B. Duke, Jr., and G. R. Smith· were placed 

on a resolution committee. 
It was unanimously voted to extend an invitation to the State 

Convention to· hold its next session with Mt. Olive Church, Rusk 
County, ten Iniles South of Henderson. 

Report on Young People's work read and· referred back · to tll~ 
committee. 

Reading of the· different reports. Adjourned for 'preaching. · 
Rev. D. R. Jimmerson preached for us at eleven o'clock · tro:in 

Judg'e,s 7:21: "And They· Stood Every Man in His Place.'' 
The afternoon was devoted to discussing and receiving the 

various reports. 

Report of Sunday Schc:,ol Committee 
We, your 

following: . 
committee on ,sunday School., work, submit the. 
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There is a favorable report from some of our churches on Sun­
day School work, but some we notice .did not report any Sunday 
School. we· are of the 'opinion that more leaders ·are needed to 
carry on, tlhs great work. Therefore, we recotninend that some 
method of training for this work b·e adopted. 
.. We recommend that the committee appointed for young peo• 
.ple's work be responsible for the church s'chool work. This coni­
inittee ·could be. a committee on religious . education and . there• 
fore include. all educational . work. 

IRA HARPER, C,hairman; 

Co1n~iite~: ~epQrt.on- Evangelism: . . ' . 

W.e,. t~e ~o~~Jtt~~ on Eviinfelfi;m, submit. the t<>llowing: 
I ~~.- "\Ve. ~H~ !!,l~Yfl. l>~en co11sidere,d in the tront ranks as 
:Ev!H~;lfflHC~; '!Ye . Vv?lll<l .. ~r?.e. pur. chprchea to ~rei1t l!Vaµgellstic 
efforts that we may be worthy of our past history and . ~rfnlj 
!H~ter i;~()fY_ t? Q~d i~ !h~ 8,1v11-Uon of the. lo!!t world ... 
i We further recommend to all of our churches that an evange• 
llstic campaign . be entered. into. J>y the churches. and. each of' their 
fl~~J~l~r!~s, nf!11Ei1Y: thi- ~11p~a!,. Sc~(!pl, · Y~u~g Pe,ople's Society, 
and the Women's Society of our Association. We urge each mem, 

. '.l)!lr .. of. the ph11rch to make. a specf11,l, etrort under. the direction of 
th~ Holf flpiriLio, Will qµe '. or. more s9u~s during the m,onths of-
this catmpalgn. . . . . I • • . • • . . • 

i · We:.r~~o,i~?n.d. tfat two ~on~h~ bl! ol;>served tpr this work, 
the · time to be set by the Association. This time be destgn"'te.11 
for spj)i.;fal. evang4;iUsm for. this Asspclatlon. and that aU our church• 
~\l ~b·~~ry~ ~he~e.· ll_lo11tll~ In .this sp~~i1ti way, bf 1>~yer, personal 
work and endeavor t9 persu!lde .. our. frieµds.tq make a .. deflnlt~ 
~~1isw.n .. t9r. C~r~~i; -~~{ i~~f t!,i.e. Pi~H>rs "!>~ as~11cl to. ma~~- ser~ 
vices In these months· of an evaugellstlc nature givhJg .· opportunity 
for' 'public confession ot Christ and giving opportunty for Church 
member11litp: . ·-· ,. ,. · •· · ' · 

'·' ' Lastly, we . would recommend_ that. the vastor and his church 
officials. would· arrange .. and carry out ·this program. 

. :r. :r. TATUM, Chairman; 
-+-
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Report on Young People's •~ork '. · 
. L. ~ <'"; 

l· · We recommend that In every church the young 'people of th·e 
'.church be organized as a young people',s 'group, inakirig plans for 
J3tudy in the church school, for worship In , the church school; tak0 

Ing charge of the worship service at least ·once a ·month. · 
i For Mission study through the "World~Wide Guild" and Royal 
~mbassador's for expression in a special service ·like. a B. Y: P. ti. 

·.or C. E. 
We recommend the Commission Plan to our young peoplE:' as 

the best literature available at the. present1 time. :We_ recommend 
_that an · active committee to supervise the young people's work 
during the year be appointed . ~ith authority 'to. work through the 
pastor In executing the above recommendations. 

MRS. J .. O. GRAHAM, Chairman. 
. . . - ' 

Report of Committee on Finance 

We; your committee on finance recommend that _this· Assocla~ · 
tion raise $250.00 . for next year's State fund. We suggest that 
each church select a committee" to·, collect this money and not. lay 
It on the pastor. We see' from'. the letters that. they can't collect 
their salary.1_. . . 

We want to call yo~r attention i~ the fact that the pledges 
for the. State work will, _be d~~ by the_ 1st of November and we 
urge that the 'churches attend to this for . this fund Is behind. We 
:further recom~e11-d that the . church Clerk take ,this matter up 'ai' 
once and remit to· the State .Treasurer: We also. recommend that 
_the pledge system be adopted for the raising of this fund for. an­
other. year. We. furth_er rec0Jn1:11encl_ th3:t each church .pay' as· much· 
as $2.00 for each, delegate that goes to !}le S~ate Convention. we:· 
:commend. the services of Sister Minnie Jimmerson to the church· 

,-6-



TEXAS FREE WILL -BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 

es where it is possible to secure the fund.s for the work. 
J. B. FEARS, Chairman. 

Report of D. R. Jimmerson's work from October, 1928, to 
October, 1929: 

Sermons preached!• 90; amount of mon.ey received, $73.64; Re­
ceived in church,. 4 members; Baptized,· 2; \Conducted 2 funerals; 
Pastored Buncomb church for 7 months-received $31.04 from this 
cburth to date. Held two revival _meetings. 

Report of Committee on Missions 

1 
We, your Committee on Missions, beg to submit the following 

_report: 
, - · From what we can learn from · observation, there is not much 
effort being put forth in the Mission line. 

Bro. D. R.· Jimmerson has been doing splendid work in the 
field but he does not ·have co-operation that he should have, but 
we are proud of -him and -his work. 

,ve therefore recommend that a Missionary be employed for 
full time at a salary of one hundred dollars per month which 
shall be paid out of each church treasury their prorata; we also 
recommend Miss Minnie Jimmerson for the job. 
_ We also recommend that a committee_ be appointed to raise 
said salary, subject to approval of each church. 

' .. ' . . • Respectfully submitted, . -
COMMITTEE: - --~ 

B. A. WAINRIGHT. 
TRAVIS JONES. 
S. A. WATSON. 
W. D. HEARD. 

Report. of Committee on Publications 

We, your committee on Publications .beg to submit the fol• 
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lowing: 
We earnestly recommend that our churces adopt. the use of 

our Denomination LiteraJure !n our_ Sunday Schools, wherever 
,it is possible to do so in order that the doctrines · of our de­
nomination may be more fully taught and instilled into the· minds 
of our youths; And furthermore we recomme_nd that some paper 
published by our people should be in each of our homes. Namely, 
there are two such publications within our -reach: the Ayden F·ree­
wili Baptist of Ayden, N. C., or any other paper that is indorsed 
by our pe_ople, and again we recommend that the Articles of our 
Faith be Published in the Minutes of our Association and also the 

. name rind Postoflice address of each ordained minister in _ our 
, - Association; and we further recommend that our church make use 

of our local newspapers in announcing our meetings of every 
nature, as the editors are glad to print these things for us and 
do -so without charge, and we feel that this will have· a · great 
influence in bringing our cause before the pubHc. _ 

, J. W. HANDY,. Chairman. 
J. E. TOMPKINS. 
MRS. OSCAR HESSER. 
MRS. P. H. GRAVES. 
J. R .. NIGHT. 

State Convention Committee Report· 
'•~-••y•--~•••~~-•n <, \"'0" "•• -•,•••-~ 

We your committee on State Conventions recommend that we 
ask every person interest~d in the work. to put forth a personal 
effort to_ get _our quota and that each- church _ pay expenses of 
delegates J. E. Tompkins, J. F. Patterson, J. L. Ross, J. B._ Fears, 
J. S. Tompkins, S. A. Watson, W. H. H. Hays and wife, P. H. 
Groves, H. W; Lee, vi. B; · Duke, Jr., G. W. Smith, Arthur Hale, 
Rubert Ray Berry, J. A. •Clark, V. M. Hampton, H. S. Higginbotham, 
J. E. Grigsby, T. 0. Jones, G. L. Young, D. R. Curbow . 
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Report of Committee on Resolutions 

We, your Committee on Resolutions submit the following re­
port: 

We ask that the Moderator of this Association ask or appoint 
i5ome suitable · person to· extend to the Darco community our ap­
preciation for their efforts in · entertaining and caring for this 
;body, and especially commend Rev. Ira Harper for his untiring 
,efforts in the. matt~r. 

We ask that this Association send Rev. D. J. Dollar a letter, 
expressing our regrets of his not being able to be with us. 

P. H. GRAVES. 
W. B. DUKE, JR. 
G. R. SMITH. 

Committee. 

Report of Committee on Obituaries 

We, the Committee on Obituaries report as follows: 
We find ten members of this Association have been called to 

,the land beyond since we met last. 
\ We extend our sympathy to the bereaved ones,· also to the 
;churches of which they were members. Of the deceased ones 
there are three brother,s and. seven sisters: Brothers Charlie Capps, 
:W111ie Hill, and J. E. Husbands; Sisters Geraldine Grant, Callie 
Mae Alred, Rosie Campbell, Hattie Martin, Nettle Ferguson, and 
:Emmy Capps and Mrs. Arlevia Sanders. · 
I . We suggest that the Association be called for a few minutes 
in prayer in behalf of the bereaved ones. 
I D. R. JIMMERSON, Chairman. 

This closed another harmonious session of the AssociatiOJ! . 
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The next session will be held with Mt. Olive Church in Rusk 
County, ten miles S~uth of· Henderson on Thursday · night, before 
the first Sunday in October, 1930. Ira Harper was appointed to 
preach the introductory sermon. 

Rev. B. A. Wairight preached a very able sermon on Saturday 
night and J. J. Tatum Sunday at eleven. 

E. S. JAMASON, Moderator .. 
T. D. ROSS, Clerk. 
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I 

I 

Articles of Faith 
Of God:_Article 1. There is on~ God and one mediator between 

God and man, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom 
for all, to be testified in good time. 
I Of Free Will-Article 2. We believe the human will is free, and 
1hat all who have heard and. have learned of the F11;ther ,have the 
ability to accept or reject the conditions of salvation. 

Of Baptism-Article 3. M.-And Jesus when. he was bap­
tized, went up straightway out of the water.-Matt. III. 

"And it came to pass in those days that Jesus came from 
;Nazareth and was baptized of John in Jordan."-Mark I-9. 

"Buried with Him in baptism, wherein ye are also arisen with 
;mm through faith of the operation of God who hath raised Him 
from the dead."-Col. 11:12. 
' "We are buried with Him by baptism into death, that like as 
,Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father 
;even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we are 
planted together in the likeness of His resurrection."-Rom. VI:4-5. 
, "For ye are dead and your life is hid with Christ in. God."-Col. 
13:3. 
i Subjects-"Go ye therefore anci teach all nations."-Matthew 
;x:xvm: 19 . 

. I "Then they that gladly received His word were baptized."-
;Acts II: 41. 

"And they spake unto Him the word of the Lord and to all 
that were in the house; and he took them the same hour of the 
;night and washed their stripe-s, and was baptized, he and all his 
straightway. And when he had brought them into His house He 
set meat before them and rejoiced, believing in God with all His 
house."-Acts XVI:32-34. 

"If thou believest with all thine heart thou mayest."-Acts 
:VIII, 37-39. 
i . Object.-The like figure whereunto baptism doth also now save 
us (not putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a 
good conscience toward God) ·by the resurrection of Jesus Christ." 
-I Peter 3:21. 
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The Lord's -Supper.-Article 4.-"But let a man examine himself, 
and so let him eat of that bread and drink of that cup."­
l Cor. XI:28. 

Object.-"This do iri remembrance of ·me."-Luke XXII:19. 
The Bible.-Article 5.-"All Scripture is given by inspiration of 

God, and is profitable .for doctrin,e, for reproof, for correction, for 
~nstruction in righteousness."-11 Tim. III: 16. 

Constitution 

I Article 1.-This Association shall be known as the Texas Free 
i\Vill Baptist Association. 
I Article 2.-This Aesociation shall be composed of delegates 
from the churches, who shall be selected and sent from the churches 
eomposing it; and each church shall be entitled to two (2) dele­
gates for the first fifty (50) members and for over fifty, one, 
:delegate for each additional twenty-five members or fractional part 
,thereof. 
; Article 3.-0rdained minister,s may have seats in the Associa­
Uon and be entitled to privileges of delegates, even when not repre• 
senting churches. 

Article 4.-It is not the object of this Association to usurp 
authority over the. churches, but to recommend such measures 
as would promote unity of action among the churches; to harminize 
the efforts of the individual churches with one another in . their 
efforts to accomplish good and make each other more proficient 
in th.eir undertaking for good. 
[ Article 5 . ...:...New churches and ministers may be admitted to 
:membership on application: when duly accredited. 
[ Article 6.-The. standing officers of this Association shall be 
Moderator,. Clerk, Treasurer and Corresponding Secretary. 

I 
Article 7.-This As-sociation shall hold. its sessions once every 

!Year, at a time and place specified by the preceding session. 
' : _Arti

0

cle 8.-The Association shall have the right to dismiss dis, 
;orderly churches and objectionable members at any · of its sessions. 
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l Article 9.-This Constitution may be amended by a vote of two­
jhirds ·of· the ·members· present, at any regular meeting of· the 
!Association. ' · 

Church Decorum 

1~t.-The . Church may choose a pastor annually, at the last 
;regular confer~nce in Associatio~al year, or if they prefer may_ 
ichoose ~a pastor for an indefinite length of time, to continue 
:from year to year, so long as he may deem it proper to .. keep 
UP, the connection. . 
I 2nd.-W)len it becomes necessary, a pastor may ~e chosen_ at 
'any time; but if the choice be niade at a special conference, the 
'.tfnie ~met b·e appointe'cl at a monthly meeting of the church. . . 
f 3rd . ..::....The pastor shall be moderator of the church, but_ whe~ 
he is absent, or does not sit as Moderator, being present,, some 
suitable brother shall be appointed to sit in his place. 
/ · 4th.-There shall be two or' more deacons in ·the ~hurch, 
iWhose duty -- it shall be. to superintend the collection and dis burs& . 
ment of contributions made b.y the church, for the pastor, . etc.:· 
and -to distribute the bread and wine; in the administration. of the 
i[,9rd's Supper.' . · . . - · 

.' 6th.:-Sonie suitable .member shall be •appointed clerk, and 1t 
'shall'be his ·duty to.do. the recording and other wrltlng pertaining 
to 'the business of the church, and io preserve a file of the minutes 
of the Assoc_iation~ 

.. 6th.=---When . a new. clerk is appointed, _all the books, minutes, 
etc., belonging to the clerk, shall be immediately delivered . to 
him by, his predeces~or .. 

'7th.-When the church deems it neceessary, n committee of. 
not less than. three male members, well acquainted with business, 
~hall lie npp-o_inted, .whose business. it shall be to give advice 
to brethren who apply to them, relative to .cases. of dealing, etc., 
;with _the church. · 
I . , 8th~-,:-The Church. shall hold. ~ · two-day's meeting · monthly, 
·~mbracing ·Saturday _ and _the Lord's Day, following, -the .. first ot 
;whl_ch _shall; ,be _the. regular time of. conference. 
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I .. , 9th.-It shail be the duty of every. member, male. and .. female, 
to attend each conference, If they can, for on that. day - the. '· ' .. ,, . . . . . 
pastor 111 expected to instruct the church In a. special manner 
,by giving plain and pointed lessons on ·. doctrine, discipline and 
the rules of holy living. . ., 

1 10th.-C(!nferenc~s sh'!,ll be conducted as f~llow:s: 1.-P,ay~r; 
unless divine service· has just been concluded, and generally then; 
.2:..:..:1nvite visiting bretllren to· a seat: 3.-Open a door f~r the recap" 
tion 'ot members; 4 . .:.:Call for absentees; 5 . ..:.For acknowiedgements; 
,6 . .:..:....For references or deferred ·business; 7.-For matters of dealing 
,which are in. order to come beto~e the church:· s . .:..:.For miscel~ 
'taneous · business; · · 

• ; ' llth.-Vislting · brethren, as . also ·helps called froni sister 
'churche11, shall·· be· allowed to speak and inake motions and seconds, 
Jbut' not allowed to vote. 
I •· 12th._;An orderly member. of the Baptist church, who· does not 
hold the church in fellowship, may be. received' into the church· 
without a letter, when it is . made ·apparent that . his Christian 
kiiaracter is'unimpe'a'chable and that ·he· has applied for a letter and' 
couid. not obtain ft because he. desired to' Join this or some sister 
church ... All other'· perS-Ons must j~in by letter or baptism:· ' . 
1 13th.-No. pers<>n. shall be received ;without the unanitribus" con-' 
~ent ~f tlie. members . present; but unieasou~ble objectiona aha.Ii 
not be valid, and ·unless wftlidrawn, the m'embers who m:akes them 
shall' be ·liable to' be taken ·u~der dealings by tlie ·church. · .. ' . . 

. lith . ..:...When the moderator' calls., for absentees, tlie' clerk. shall· . 
inforin the church what male .. memb.ers· have been absent 'tor 
three·· ·successive· conferences, and the .• moderator shill ·appoint. 
some brother or brethren to cite eacli ,of them to the next confer-
ence: 

. . ~· 

! '15th.-N~ 'member shall be expelled unless he has· been· cited 
verbally ·or 'in writing, to attend . at bis trial, provided· bis real: ' 
dance ts· known· to the church: . . . , . " . . ". . 

16th.-When a witness,' not a member of· this church;•·is ·1n-'· 
troduced; he· shall' not' be i examined - until· th·e question has: been put ; 
to·· the 'church: '!Will you liear··tbe testimony of this .. wibi.ess?" 

17th.-The evidence- in every case· of''dealfng and''acknowledge: 

_J 
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ments. shall be minuted on the church book. 

· 18th.-:--Members dismissed from the church . by let~er, who be­
·come · disorderly, or . who · continue to hold their "letters without a 
good reason, . shall be cited to conference to answer for their 
'conduct. 

19th.-Expelled .members may be. r·estored to fellow.ship on their 
lpetition, if . their .walk . since expulsion : has . convinced the church 
\hat they have si~cerely repented of for~er. conduct . 

. . 20th.-A vote shall not be taken upon any question without 
a mQtion and a second, · and on all important questions the vote 
_shall. be _taken by _rising. to the. feet. 

21st.-No move shall be made while a motion . and second is 
before the ·conference. -·. ·· 

· 22nd . .:..:.It shall be · considered disorderly for any member fo 
absent himself from conference when an important question is to 
be .. decided;' but· a member upon his request" ~y be ei~mpted by 
the church from voting on either side in peculiar: places.· 

2·sril:-No member shall leave· the house du~fo.g conference with~ 
out :Sufficient cause, nor engage . in conversation . or whisp~ring 
without' subject , to". being calied. to order by the. moderator. . . , ~ ~ ~ ' ~ . . . , . . 
.... , 2~~h>-:-All discussions !n confe_rence must be condu~ted with 
calmness _and good feeling; those who speak m:ust arise to their 
~eet and · a4_dress, the mod_erator and . keep ·to the polnt . in. debate.: 

25th.-No. oIJ.e, shall .speak more than three. times on the same 
motion, without permission from the moderato:r, nor shall, the 
remarks of anyorie be unreaso~ably_ long. 

. . ' ·, 

. 26th.-Whe_n the. moderator speaks in debate he nominates 
some. brother moderator. in. his stead. • 

27th.-No one shall be interrupted while speaking, unless it 
!s . necessarY, to call him to order. . . 
. : ·· . 28th;-It !!hall be the rule .of the church to attend -to the ad• 

· ministration of th·e Lord's Supper at least four times a year and 
the e:iq>enses are to ·be paid by the church. 

29th.-If the consciences of· any are tender .. on the subject. of 
feet· _washing in any church, they shall not be molested · if they 
see· fit to ·pr.adice :_u .. 
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30th.-The decorum may be altered or amended by the :v_ote of 
two-thirds of the members at any two successive monthly con­
ferences. 

Government and O~dinances 

lst.-We believe that a gospel church, or ·a church of Christ; 
.is a congregation of Christians, constituted· and· gover~ed accor4: 
ing to the rules laid down in the New Testament. 

2nd.-That the .rules require churches to preserve the form 
of government and the ordinantes of the first · ·Christian churchei, 
and _to be c.omposed of baptized believers in Christ. 

3rd.-That the ·eestablishment of a central or Catholic govern, 
ment over the. visible church, or any part thereof,-, is. a device 
of earthly ambition, repugnant to. the world of God, .subversive 
.of the churches \tlld dangerous to the liberties of men. 

4th.-That gospel churches are the only ecclesiastical l!odies 
or tribunals authorized by the scripture; that each chtirch has 
ihe unrestricted right to administer its owri government, without 
suspension or interference, being under Christ, essentially· in­
;'dependent and absolute; and that if this right be surrendered to 
superintending jurisdiction, by delegation. or otherwise, the assem­
bly then ceases to be a gospel church. 

5th.-That the authority of churches is designed fcir the per­
petuation of the true religion of the gospel, and for the preserva­
tion of a pure and orderly body of Christians on earth; that it is 
fully sufficient for the purposes intended,· but that it does not 
extend to persons,. Property or consciences of ·men iri. ariy case 
whatever. 

Gth.-That .the only requisites to church membership are. faith 
in Christ and obedience to the gosiiel, that 'faith in Ci1rist n·cc~~'. 
sarily. exists· in connection .with· the ·belief· in the funda~ental 
truths of Christianity, and.• uiat to prescribe any other requisite 
of_ church members is an assumption of authority. on i the· pa~-t ~t 
the church, _and a departure from · the plan of the gospel. 
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I 7th.-That the officers of a church are Elde_rs _and Deacons;. 
that Elders are also called Bishops and Pastors:· that all •Elders 
~re equal in rank though they may perto:rm different . functions 
'since some may_ be Bishops or Pastors of particular churches, 

1'While others may be simply · Elder.a, having no pastorlal charge. · 
I 8th.-That the ,authority of the minister of . the gospel extends 

. to teaching, exhortation and rebuke, but no further; that he cannot 
!Perform any act which belongs to the authority of the church, 
~uch as reception of members Into . the church · compact, . or the 
expulsion of offenders; that as a member ot the church he is 
no more than any other . church member and if he is guilty 
pt transgression, he is to be brought . before the brethren, · con­
:Victed or acquitted in the same manner · as if he were a private 
person, yet we think it· Prudent and proper to call in. advisory. 
Jielps, especially if the · minister. is to be tried upon. charges of 
~eresy. 

. ' 

I 9th.-That 
by ordination, 
prayer. 

Elders and Deacons may be set apart to their office 
the imposition ot the hands of the Presbytery and 
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