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PROCEED_INGS 

Mintutes of the Sixty-Fifth Annual Session of the 
Texas Free Will Baptist Association held -with Mt. Olive 

_' Church, October 1st to -3rd, 1942. 1 
-

FIRST SESSION 
Preaclii1~g by E. S. Janies_on; · Scripture John 1 :1-4. 

FRIDAY MORNING SESSION 
Devotional by Sister Kester: Scripture John 15. 

Prayer b,· Ira Harpe~ . . " 
1\Iod~ri;tdr 'appointeci' Miss' Christine Jennings Clerk 

Pro Tem., Program adopted. · 
· Readir1g·: of the letters. 
On m~tion letters wer~ .received and delegates seated, . 
, Pulpit Supply Committee 1 J. B. Fears, W. H .. H. Havs · 

J - - ' ' -· - ' - ' • 
and R. Jimerson. . ( . _ _ · · · 1 

Preaching by Ira Harper. Scripture' St. John 6 :67-71. 
· On motion ·body· was ··adjourned until 1:30. 
, r ' ' , ·.• 

THIRD. SESSION 
On motion delegated of. the Dirgin Church are seated 

without· a letter. 
B. A: Grant wa·s, elected by acylamation to Serre as - - I 

1~oderator. Ira Harper was eleeted a,;;.;i.~lant modera-
to~. Mrs. Mary Andrew' was elected assistant elerk. 

A committee of committees was· appoi1ited by 1noder­
ator. _ E>S. ',Jameson, I_ra Harprr aml '\V. H. lL Hays. 
r -Mrs. Frank Bridw'ell gave a leetnre 011 Sumlay school 
work. In which a round table -discnssion was· entered 
into by seve~·al ,speakers. _ . 

_ On 'motion a vote of th~nks was exte;ulcd · to Rayford 
Flanagan for typing the program. 

Pulpit supply committee appointed B. A. Grant to 
preach the night sermon. / - · "; 

On motion body adjo1mie<l m1til Satnrda:v IQ: A1f.. 

FRIDAY NIGHT 
Devotional by Reyford Flanagap. Seriptnre Psalm 

27=1-4. 
Preaching by B. A. Gran't: s~1·ipiurr }fatt. 2G :36-16. 
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POURTH SESSION 

Saturday. A.M. October 3rd. . 
House called to order by moderator. 
Devotional by J. 0. Parker. Scripture :Matt. 5 :1-16. 
On motion house called to rest until 11 :30 for preach-

ing. 
Preaching by Ira Harper. Seripture seeond book of 

Corinthians 4=1-7. / 
On motion body was adjourned until 1:30. 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON 
The house was called to order by moderator .. 
Prayer by Sister Kester. 
On motion resolution adopted expression of sympathy 

of the family of Brother J. L. Ross by the 'fexas .Ass 'n. 
On motion and second report .on Evangelism was a-

dopted.· . 1 
· ·· 

On motion and second report ori J\lissions was a<lopteu. ' 
Ou motion and second report· on Obituary was re-

ceived. · 
On motion and second report on Young Peoples work 

adopted. 
On motion and seco11d report on. I<"iiiance adopted. 
The bodv stood in memorial to our deceased members .. 

. RerSort ~f Sister Kester received. • 

TO THE 'l'EXAS ASSOCIA'l'ION OF FREE WILL 
BAPTIST 

When convened ,vith :Mt. Union Church Oct. 2,3,4, 
1942. 

Greetings, in J e,ms' •name ! 
· · I wish to submit the following report of my work, 
which includes work from October 1940, to October 1942. 
l. Sick calls, reading, and prayer in different places 194 
2. Bouquets from our flower garden for mission woi·k 52 
3. Church Services ...................................... : ..... :............... 10 
4. Funeral Services ............... ~: ............. :.............................. 1 
5. Cottage prayer meetings ................................... : ............ 3 

• 1\Irs. Amanda J. Kester 
* Because of my absence from the Associatioon last 
year, the above report was not turned in. In case yon 
desire to have the record of last year's report, I am en­
closing it with this year's report. 
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Chalk Hill Church was chosen for 1943 Association.· 
B. A. Grant was elected to · preach the introductory 

sermon. 
i On . motion and second the clerk was instructed to 

have 250 minutes printed. . · . 
Sister Kester gave an interesting talk on Young Peo- \ 

ples Work. . 
,Ruby Hands gave a verbal report of. the Dir gin Young -

Peoples vVork. 
R. Jimersoi1 · gave a talk on Missions. 
Ira Harper gave a talk on Christian Education. 
On motion the body voted to send our portion of 

money. to the State Convention of $11.00. · 
A vote of thanks .was extended to the community for 

their loyal enterainment. · \ 
, Next· session to be held with the · Chalk'Hill Church. 

· · On motio:q the body adjourned until Thursday. night 
before the first Sunday in 0Gtober 1943. To meet with 
the Chalk Hill Church on highway 49, 9 miles N.W. of 
Tatum. 
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PROCEEDINGS 
. . 

The sixty-six annual session of The Texas, Association 
of the Free Will Baptist convened with the· Chalk Hill 
Church near Tatum, Tex~s September 30. to Oct. 2, 1943. 

FRIDAY MORNING 
ln the 'absence of· moderator Rev.· Ira Harper ,vas 

. -elected moderator pro tern., · • 
, Pulpit Supp}y Committee: A. J. Willi,ams, W. H.' H. 

Hayes and II. W. Watson. , , . 
On motion and· 1:;econd- body was rdj'ourned until 1 :30. ' 
PrPaching by lrn Harper. , · . ' · ·-. · 

. _ FHIDAY AB'TERNOON 
Devotional by l\[rs, Bill Berry. ~criptnre, Ps.ahn 116. -! 

Prayer hJ; l\[rs~ ,John Hunt. 
'l'I-URp SESSION 

On motion and second body was called to 'or~er. by · 
moderator for business. 

Reading of the lPttcrs. 
On motion and seeontl the letters were r~ceived ahcl 

t ]1p delegates seated. -
On motion Ira liarpcr was elected for. moderator. 
On motion B. A. Grant was elected assistant moder-

a tor. 
On motion and second the moderator appointed" the 1 

following committees. · 
Committee On Committees ·_ 

·we, your Commitf ~e on Committees ·submit; 
Ed1ication: E. S .. Jafoeson, G. 0. ·Parker and W. B. 

Duke. · 
Laymens- Council : W. H. H. Hays, S. S. Sim~ a{1d -Bill 

Berry. . . · c__ ' •• • 

Stan'ding of Ministry: Fred .Curpo,v, · :Mrs. Will -II. 
Hays and l\Irs. :Mildred Beall. ' , 

Evangelism: l\Ir·s. Ira Harper, Mrs. Nell "Williamson 
and Miss Georgia Fae "\Vallace. 

Young People: :Mrs. Rosie Freeman, Mrs. Cecil Luns­
ford, 1\Iiss J osiphine Young, 1\Irs. Susie Strong and :Mrs. 
Albert Kellv. . 

Obituary :
0

1\Irs. W. H. 'Ra;1dle, 1\Irs. Ri_choi1 McDowel_l, 
Mrs .. Laura Wilson, 1\frs. Bob Lunsford and Mrs. Bill 
Berry. · 
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· . :F'iuance: :Millard., Beall, A. :. J., }Vil1i~1ms , and ,Jim \ 
Harold Adams. , . . . 

:, Missjc,ns•:. B. A. Grant, ;,frs. Heury Curb.!)W, .1,Irs. 
Dessie Gillia:in, Mrs: John Hunt and lvlrs. Joe Gray .. 

,, ' ' I • 

Publications=· Mrs. vVillie Freeman, :Miss 'ffhelma Gray 
i . . . . \. . . ' ~-

t1nd. :Mrs.' Henry _'.V)lso17. · .• · . · -; : .. " 
1 

• 

. Resolutions: ,J .. B. Duke, :Miss, Emma Birdwell; .. lfiss. 
,:Bobbie Jennings _and Mrs. Effie. Harris. 

Program: Pastor. and deacons of_ entertaining: :Clrnrch. 
On motion. and second a one hour recess was giy~n 

for the: committees to get. together and make···reports. 
· On motion and second• house was called t<f order. to 

r.eceive comniitiees reports. . . . .. 
. . On motion and second report on. Edi'ica~ion ;,.vai r~ad 

:md adopted.. . . . 
· ; . On motion1 · and. second . report-- .on Evangelism .. was 

. ,read . and adopted. . · .. . .. · . ..·. . . . •. 
. On motio11 and second report. on Missions, ,vas read 
l'llld. adopted.' ; · ··· · · 
. 01i motion and second that',the ·c6mmittees on res-

olution\ be tabled until th{ close of sess10n. . . . . 
, On 1notion· a1id second,the report of' the coniiriitt~es 

on the Standing of the Ministry was read and adopted. 
On motion the body adjourned untiL,ten o 'dock .. Sat-

. t~·day :iuornii1g. , ., 

SATUR'.DA:Y 'MORNING 
Devotion · by' Sister B. A. Grant. Scripture Psalm 

'; 1st. chapter.· Prayer by Rev. E__, ~- Jameson . 
.. The reading of the .minutes. Corrections . were made. 

FOURTH SESSION 
On motion report · on the·. Stewart. Church was made 

hy Bro., B.. A: Grant, On motion aiHi s'econd that' the·• 
delegates be seated, 
:, On mdtion report on Obit~ary was read and adopted.· 
J:>rayer by Bro .. Grant. 

On. motion report ori .Laymans Council was read and 
adopted. . .· ·.· . . · . 
. . Ori motion· report on Publication was read and ·adopt~ 

ed. . . . . . .. 

0i1 motion report on Fin;nce ,vas read a11d adopted. · 
-A. discussion on the finance fu11d was made.. · 
A prayer 'by .Rev. E .. S:,Jameson. /' 

-~5.-.. , 

.. 



On motion and second that we would adjourn for a 
-five minute recess. 

Preaching by Rev. B.,A. Grant; 19th chapter of John 
25-27. 

Prayer by Rev. B. A. Grant. 
On motion and second body. was adjourned until 1 

o'clock. 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON 
De,·otional by .l\frs. E. Beall. Scripture Psalm 133. 

Prayer by Rev .. B. A. Grant. 
FIFTH SESSION 

On motion and second that the following ones be del­
egates to the State Convention to be .. held with the 
Comanche Church: Floyd Dollar, E. D. Lunsford, Bill 
Berry, R. ,Jimmerson, D. D. Stokes, P. H. Grave!), J. E. 
Thompkins, 1\f. C. Pool, Horace Lunsford, A. J. Will-
iams and W. H. H: Hays. ' ,. 

On motion and second, th.at the Free Will Baptist 
Association will send eleven dollars to the State Ass 'n. 

On motion: · and second, that the minutes of last year 
and this year be printed together. Three hundred and 
fifty copies are to be made. 

The next session of the Free Will Baptist Association 
will convene with the Clayton Church, Thursday night 
before the first~ Sunday in October, 1944. 

On motion and second, Rev. B. ·A. Grant was elected. 
for the opening sermon of the next Association. 

A vote of thanks was extended to the Chalk Hill 
Church and words by Rev. B. A. Grant. 

Education 
We, your committee on Education submit: 

We suggest that there are several ways ol securing ed­
ucation., Through Bible Study in the Suriaay tschool, 
Home study and by entering school or college. Sinqa 
we have secured/and established a Bible School in Nash­
ville, Tennessee. "\Ve recommend that· all our people 
lend every effort to it's maintenance. It needs our 
financial and spiritual support. We mean by this that 
our entire membership should contribute money as well 
as prayer for the success of the' school. • We further 
recommend that each church take up a systematical 
support of this school. 
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Egbert S. Jameson, G. 0. Parker, W. B. Duke 

We, your 
lowing: 

Evangelism 
committee on Evangelism report the fol-

Evangelism is a Bible doctrine of great benefit to man­
kind.\ Through it we reach Dien and women for whom 

. -· Christ died. Let; us advance Evangelism not only a­
mollg preachers, but through individuals as well. To 
do this it takes money and man power: We have both: 
Let's use· 'thein to the Glory of God. . 

Mrs. Ira_Harper, Mrs. Nell Williamsori 

. Budget Committee 
We, your; Budget .· Committee report [the following 

&ssessments on the various churches of the Association 
to take care of the Associational expenses: Chalk Hill! 
$7.00,. ·Harper 'Grove $4.05, Union ArJ>or $5.00, New 
Hope $2.00, Mt. Olive $3.50, Clayton $4.00, Mt. Union 
~3.50, Camel · $1.05, Dirgin $2.86 and St\vert $2.50. 

1 ~ions 
We, your committee on Missions find we have done 

very little on 'Missions., We as a committee heartily 
endorse Missions as a world wide. program. John 3:16. 
We your commij;tee believe that Mission work is needed 
more to day than ever before.· \Ve reco1nmend that 
each church i~ the Association have a few davs Bible 
,study during ea:ch year so our young people ina-y get 
a greater vision of the Gospel-and Missions. May God 
help us to know the more we · give the greater blessi11g~ 
·we will -receive.' . 

B. A. Grant, Mrs .. Dessie Giliam, Mrs. J, W. Hunt, 
Mrs. "Willie Curbow, Mrs. Joe Gray_ 

Obituary. 
\Ye, your committee on Obituary submitt: the follow­

ing report; We find that we, have lost through death 
the following members from- · 

Union Arbor- Bro .. Joe Harris, Bro, Casero. Sanderil. 
l\It. Union- Sister Marv Turner. ' 

tNew Hope- Sister Cle~cnt Beall. 
'crystal Fanns- Bro. W. H. Randie. 

1 We ask that the body stand and offer prayer for 
the bereaved. · 
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_. Mri W. H. Raii'dle, 1Irs. BilFBerry,'- Mrs. Laura Wil­
•on, .Mrs. Bob Lunsford, :;Mrs:. ·Richard McDowell. 

·t.~yinen 's Council · 
We, the convnittee on l,ay1nen 's Council submitt \W;:·· 

foll~wing tcp_or£:. No_ repqrt. of. L1+i:men;s ·. Co.ni1cil irns; 
come ,to· the Association i~l- soine. time. _<We would re­
conuhend . a .. revLval of this: branch of .. th\l Kirigdoni ;~ . 

. work. •-We reco~mend eacli".~hurcli revive .the Laym:e'n's. 
Coiii1cii ~nd 1{ave ·~eetings at l~as,t. 01ice .a.month _a11tl'. 
report their work at each Association: ·-- . . 

.. ' .. ·, w. H. It Hays, s. l?- Sims, Bill Berr.r 

Publication -
. :w r the co1i1inittee on- Piublica;tion: reco111me1id>.U11~i, ., 

~ach men'iber of oi1r chu~;~h · or e~ch head of. the family , 
wubseribe · to one of the several ·;denominational · church-: 
papers that are beh1g published; ... , . :. . . 

. Miss Thelma Gray,; Mrs .. Henry Wilson, Mrs., ,y.illit·, 
Frerma.n'. · · ,.,, ' 

'Young P.eople's Work •-
Our church workers ·consist · of young people ·. who 9' 

attend su'nday $Choo!, church ·and prayer meeting well.· 
1 The interest of the young. people would go with thenr 

t-0 Sunday school, church and prayer· ·meeting would· 
make them more,,.interested to go. · We recominend tl1at 
our young,•people;. become more thoroughly ·organized!· 

. Mrs. Rosie. F'reeman, Mrs. -Cecil Lunsford, Miss Jos­

. phinc Young, Mrs. Susie Sto'ng, Mrs. Evia Kelly. 

Finance 
We your com~nittee on , Finance . ·find insufficient 

funds for carrying .on the work. '\Ve · recommend that 
f,h1ds be raised at once. - ;- . . . 

W. M, Beall, A. J. ,Williams, Jim Harold Adamg 

Standing of Ministry._ .. ' ·. 
AH . the ministers in our Association are of the' high­

est standing.. All have made every . sacrifice to· carry 
on the work of our Lord and we further. recommend 
that all rhurches stand behind these ministers at ·an 
times .. 

Mrs. Will Hays, Mrs. W. M.. Beall, Mr, Fred CJ1rbow:, 

__:_ 8 -
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· ,,,,.,.. :/;··Mission Work by: An:iailda J.· Kester:· ···· •. · ·· 
From October· 1st., 1942, to Oct.ober lst./1,943. 

Sermons·• .· .,·;,:.: ... ; ... : .... ; .... · ........ : ..... ;.: ..... ;; ...... · .. ;.; ... ; .......... ; ... ; ····:· 9 
Yisiting sickf,reading · the, bible; and prayer 'in homes,, 
and different places .......................... : .. : .......... ; .. ; ... :.;,: 200 

Yours -for Jesus, Mrs;• Amanda :J; •:ke·ster 

.. I 
. '.AltTICLES OF FAITH-: : 

OF God.-Article l. · There is one God .and Mediator. betwee.n-. 
God and ~en, the man· Jesus Christ:· who gave Himself a ra~-

• •.' t • I 

110m for all, to be testified in good time. 
' , , , I , . . _I •• , • 

OF Fi·ee Will.-Article 2. 'We believe that the human will is 
I ,,. •· ~ : ~ ·: .._. , • , . , , . ,.,., , , ,, . ,.. . ; . • . . .. ~ 

free, and that all. who have heard and who have learned of the 
.Father have: th~.· 'ability' to a'ccept or reject tlie conditions of 

. »alvation . · · " 

::'oF B::ptisiri -Aiticle ·3: Mode-And. Jesus; when He· was 
bal)tized,' wenr\ii;>' straightway out of. the. water._;_Matt' 3. 

And'it carrie to pa~s in those days that'J~sus ·caine 'fr~m Na~· : 
. a'reth' and was .baptized of John in Jordan.:._Mark 1: 9. 

'>Buried with Him·· in baptism, wherein ye are. also risen •with 
Him through faith of_: the operation of, Go'd who hath , raised: 
Him· from :the· dead.-:Col. 2:12. 

,We .are- buried with Him in baptism, into death,· that like· M. 

Christ was. raised from the dead by 'the glory or the Father. 
~ven. so .we also ,walk in newness of life. For ,if, we. have been 
planted together in· the likeness of His death, we shall be also 
in.•. the· likeness of ; His resurrection.-Romans 6: 4-5 . 

. . For ye a"re dead and. 'your 
0

1ife is hld ;with\ Christ in God.-:-

Col.' 3:3. ' .~ · 

. Su)?jects.-;-Go ye therefore and teach all nations-Matt. 28:19 
Tti,en they that gladly received His word. were baptized-Acta 

2:H. . 
And·. they~ spake .. unto' him the word o!. the Lord, arid to all 

that were in the house. And' he took them the same 'hour ·or 
the night; and_ 'w~shed their stri.pes; . a~d 'was ha~tized,. he' and 
alf his• straightway. And when he· had brought,-them' into his 
house, he set ineat' before therii and rejoiced, belleving in God, 
with all hi-s house;-Acts 16:32-34;, , ', 

' . 
If thou belie vest with all thine· heart thou mayest • ..;...Acta 

R~37c39. 
I 

Object:.:....The like figure whereunto baptism doth. also ·now save 
'.-,. -, , ' 

us (not putting away the filth of the. flesh, hut the··a'Qswer of:a· 

....:.:9..,.... 



good conscience toward God) by t~e r~urectlon of J~us Chriat. 
-1 Peter 3:2L · ·, 

The Lord's Supper.-Article .4 But let a ~an examine him­
•elf, and so 'tet him eat ot that· bread .and drink o·r that cup. 

-1 Cor. 11:28. 

This done in remembrance ot Me.-Luke 22_:19. 

The Blble.-Article 5. All Scr.l.pture is given by inspiration 
t)f God and is profitable tor doctrine;· for reproof, for correction, 
for lnstractlon in rlghteousness.-2 Tim. 3:16. / -

CONSTITUTION 
, I -·- . -

Constitution amended _at regular session of the· Association. 

Article 1. Thi~ Assoclatlo~ ~haU. b~ k~own ._ ~~- th~ Texas 
Free WUI Bap_tist Association. 

Article 2 It is not the object ot this Association to u1mrp 
authority ~ver the churches, 'but to ~ecommend such measurefl 
as would ·promote unity of action aniong the churches, to· har­
monize th·e efforts of the Individual churches with one another 
in .their efforts to accomplish ·good ·:and. make each other more 
proficient in their good undertakings for good. . . . ' . . 

Article 3. This A5:1oclation shall be composed qf delegates 
from the churcheB, who shalli be selected and sent from the 
ehurches com.posing it, and each church shall be entitled to two 
delegates, and· for over fifty and not more. than seventy-five 
members, a Church shall be entitled to one more delegate. 

Article 4. Ordained ministers may have' seats In the Asso- , 
elation and be entitled. to privileges· of delegates, even when not 
representing Churches: (As amended). 

Article 5. New Churches arid ministers may be admitted to 
membership on application when ·duly accredited. (As amended). 

Article 6. The standini; officers of this Association shall be· 
• I 

moderator, clerk, treasurer and corresponding secretary. 

\ Article 7:. :This Association shall hold its sessions once every 
year,_ at a time and place specified by a· preceding session, 

Article 8. The Assodation shal! have the right to dismi11A 
disorderly Churches and objectionable members at aJ:ly of .its 

·sessions. ·· · 

\ Article 9. This Constitution may be amep.ded by a vote of 
two-thirds of the members ·present, at any regular meetinr o! 
th~, Association. 



CHURCH DECORUM 
1st. The Church may choose. a pastor annually, a.t the la.st 

regular conference in Assoclatlorial year, or if they prefer, .ma:r 
choose a' pastor for an lndeflnate length of time, to continue 
from year to year so long as he,may deem It proper to keep up 
the connection; 

2nd When. it becomes ·necessary a pastor may be chosen at 
.· an~ ttme,. but if the choice ~·ma.de at a special conterance, the 

time must be _al)polnted at .a monthly meeting of the Church. 

3rd. The pastor. shall be .moderator of the church,. but when 
be _is absent, or does .not sit as moderator, bel~g present, ~me 
,ultable brother shall be_ appointed to sit ln his place. 

4th. There shall he two. or moi:e deacons :in the .. Churc,h, 
::whoae, duty· it shall be .eupedntend. the collection and disburse­
ment of all contributions .made by the Church tor the pastor, etc. 
and 'to distribute the bread and wine, ln administration of the 
Lord's Supper. 

\ . . 

5th. Some suitable member, shall be appointed clerk, and It 
chall be his duty io do the recording .and other writing p~r­
talning to the business of the Church, and to perserve a file of 
the minutes of the Association. ) 

6th. When a new clerk is appointed, all the books, minutes, 
etc., belonging to the clerk; shall be .immediately delivered to 

(blni by his predecessor. 

· ·, 7th. When t~_e Church deems it necessary, a committee of 
not less than three male members; well acquainted with bus!- · 
»ess, shall be appointed, whose business .it shall be to give _ad~ 
-vice to brethren who· apply to them, relative to cases of deal­
ing, etc., with the Church. 

8th The Church shall hold a two day's meeting mouthy em­
bracl~g Saturday . and the Lord's Day following, the first of 
which shall be the regular time , of /conference. 

: -' 

9th. It shall be the d_uty of e~ery member, male and female, 
to attend each conference meeting ff they can, for on that day 
_the ·pastor Is expected to Instruct the Church in a special ma~­
ner by giving plain and pointed lessons on doctrine, discipline 
and rules of hoiy iiving. · · 

· 10th. Conferences &hall be conducted as follows: 1 Prayer, 
lrnless Divine services has ·just been concluded, gene-ra"lly' then. 
·Z. Invite visl~ing brethren'. to seat. 3. Open a door for the re• 
c:eption ot members. 4. Call for absentees.· 5. · For acknow• 

,:,__ 11-
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Iedgements. 6., J.;~oi'.· ;refer_ep~~ o! def,erred business.· · 7. For· 
miscellaneous busiue~s. . I 

','! _. • • , ! . t· ;· ,,. . •· . . .. ~--. .. ·.-: ... • -. '· . ''"; . 

, l~Jh. 0 . Yisitin~ bret)lren, .,.as also .. hE:IJ1s .. call~~ Jn,_..j',roJil. ?isyir 
Qhiirches, $hall be allow_ed: 'to, speak., and, z.nake moH9,:iis~ or.~_'se~: 
onds,,_,but po.Lallo.wed to .. :vote.. 7 ,. . . . . .: . ,, , : •. 

1 12th., \An orderly member ot the. Baptist Church·, which, does 
not hol°d this Church in .fellowship, may be received .into t,he 

, Church. ,yl~hou~ a.: Mt~~': '\\:iie'~- it i_s app~/~n\ ,th~t '1{i's. chrl~tia~. 
character. is ·unlmpeachl)ple _anc\ that h.e hlJcs _appji_ed for_ a)ett~r 
and could n~t obtain It, because he desired to join th!~-, or s~nis 

· i.ister' Ch~rrli. . Ail other. ve'r~;iis' ~i.'ust joiii. by Ieffiir ()~- bapti1ril . 
. . 13th. -N~ ,h1~~;l.,-er ;ha!;·,, be ·redeived' ,;itliout the ;;n;~ilho~~. 
consent ~f members present;' but' ~n;·easonable o'i,je~ti6n·~ shat'i' 
n~t b~ valid, and · un'Jess -~ithdraw~:' th'e m~iri6e/. wlii:> m~kel! 
th~m sl~all b~ liabi'~· t~ be tak~n 'under .. dea:lings by the Chu'rch':' 

•· ·: · ! · · ., • , ~- •. :'·" •· ' .. , J, · '.' ' .: . ' ' : I ~ ' .. [:' '1'•' 

. 14th. Wben .the .n1oderator .calls ,for. ab&eptee;,:t11e cle.rk sh.al\ 
infon~- the . Ch.urch what ~ale memb~~s have been absent for 
three successive conferences, and the moderator . ~hail' appol~i 
~om:;. bro'ti1:ei o~· l;rethren to. ~t't~ each· of th~~ 'to the, next 'con• 

' • ' ·, :- '•, : • . . . ' . • •·. ,i: 

f~_rence. . .. 
15th. No member sh.air be expelled unless i1i.ci has ,b,eeu cited 

Terba!ly or In writing to attend his trial;. pro,:id_ecl 'his :resi~ 
dence is known in the Ch~rch; . 

_ 16th. When a witness not a member: o-r ,this _·_church, is·. In~ 
troduced he shall not be examined uritil the question has been. 
p~t to the Church:: "Will' you 'iiear the· testim~ny or this. wit-
11ess,?" · · • , · I · • 

.17th . . :·, The ,evld~nce in every cas~ .of dealing and acknowledg~ 
ment shall. 'b'e minuted on' the Ch~rch. books.. . ; ' . 

. 18th, Members dismlssed.,,from the Church by le'tt'e1-; who 
become disorderly, .or continue to hold their' ietters without a 
good reason, shall be cited t~, conference to answer . for their 

' ,:i,· . . . ' . 
conduct, . 

1

19th. Eip~lied me~b~rs niay be restored 'to fellowship on . , , . , . , I , . 

th~r petition, if their ·walk since, expulsion has, convinced the 
. Chu.rch that they have sincerely .repented .of form~r evil cond~ct. . , . ' . . . .• . . . ' " 

· .20th. A vote shall ·not be' taken· ~pon any qu~tion witho~t 
a .. motlon. and second, and .. in all impoi:tant questions the .vote 
@hali be taken. by · rising to the re~t. . · · · • 

. ' . . ... . . . . ' 

~ · 21st. No motfon:_sball be made .while a-moUon: ,and. second 
is .be!ore the conference ... 

-.12-,. 
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Z:!nd. It shali be. considered. disorderly for any member to 
:absent himself from. a, conference· when an important question 
is to be· decided; but ~ member upon his request may be ·ex­
empted bp. tJ:i; Church fr~m the voting on eit~er side in peculiar 
cases. 

23rd._ No member shall· leave the . house during 'cpnference 
without sufficient. cause, rior engage in conversation or :whis­
pering without subject being called to or!ler by the moderator . 

.. 24th. AU discus~ion in conference. must be conducted ~ith 
calmness and good feeling; Those who· speak must arise to 
their feet and address the moderator and keep up.to .the point 

. in debate. . . . . , . . . . 

25th. No 0111f shall speak ·more than three times on the· 
~, ' . ' 

same motion, without 'permission from the -moderator, nor shall 
the remarks of any one be unreas_onably long . 

. 26th. ·When.the moderator speaks in debate he nominate:s· 
some bro.ther as moderator in his. stead. , ., , . 

, .27th. No one shall be interrupted while speaking unless it 
.·. is necessary to can· hi~ to order. ,,.-L 

28th. It shall be the rule of the Clmrch to attend to the 
administration of• the Lord's Supper at least four times a year 
and. the· expenses ·are to be paid by 'the Church. ,. 

29th'. If consciences of. any are· tender on the subject· o! 
feet-w~shing in 'any· Church, they shall· not be ~olested if they· 
see fit to practice. it. 

30th; The decorum may be altered or amended · by a vote· 
of. two-thirds of the members pres~nt at any two successi;e 
monthly conferences. ! 

GOVERNMENT_.AND ORDINANCES 

1. We believe that a Gospel Church, or · a Church of Chi·ist, 
is. a ~ongregatJon of Christians, constituted and governed ac­
cording to, the rules laid. down in• the New Te,stament. 

2. That ·the.· rules require Churches to preserve the form 
of govermnent· a11d the ordiliances of the· Christian Churches. 

·. and to b~ composed of baptized believ~rs of Christ. 

3. That the establishment of, a· central or Catholic g~vern­
ment over the' visible Church, or any part thereof, is a device 
of earthly ambition rcpugent to . the word of God, subversive 

· of the Churches and dangerous ·to the liberties of ·man. · 
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4: That Gospel Churches are the only ecclesla&tlcal bodies or _ 
tribunals· authorized by the Scriptures; that each Church h~ 
the unrestricted right to administer its own government, with~ 
out suspension or interference, being under Christ, essenUally 
independent and absolute, and that if thi~ right be surrendered 
to sup~rintending jurisdiction, bp delei:-ation or otherwise the 
assembly then ceases to be a Gospel (!hurch. 

5. That the authority of Churches is designed for the per­
petuation· of true re-Iigion to the Gospel, and for the preserva­
ticin of a pure and orderly body of Christians on earth; that 

. I it is fully sufficient for the purposes intended, _but that it does 
"not extend to the· persons, -property or consciences of men in 
any case whatever_ 

6. That the only requisites to Church membershiv are faith 
in Christ and obedience to the Gospel; that faith in _Christ 
necessarily exists in connection with the belief in the funda­
mental truths of Christianity arid that to pres_cribe ariy other 
requisite of Church members ii{ ap. assumption of authority on 
the part of· the Church, and a departure from the plan of 
Gospel. 

7. That the officers of a Church are elders and· deacons; 
that eldel'S are also called bishops .or pastors; that all ~re 
equal in rank, though they may perform different functions,· 
sirwe some may. be· bishops or pastors of partic'Qlar Churches, 
while others may be simply elders, having no pastoral charge. 

8. That the authority of the minister of the _Gospel' extends 
to teaching, exhortation and rebuke, but no further; that- he 
cannot perform any act which belongs to the authority of the 
Church, such as 1·eception of members· into the Church compact,, · 
or the expulsion of offenders; that as a member of the Church, 
he is no more than any other member, and if he ·is guilty of 
transgres_sion, he is to be brought before the brethren and con­
victed or acquitted in the same inanner as_ if he were a private 
person. yet we think it prudent and proper to call in adv.isory 
helps, especially .if the minister is to be tried upon charges of 
heresy. 

9, That elders and deacons may be set apart to their office 
by ordination, the imposition of the hands of · the presbytery 
and prayer. 

--'--14-
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