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PROCEEDINGS

Ed

Mmtutes of the Sixty-Fifth Annua.l Sess1on of the

‘/Texas Free Will Baptist Association held w1th Mt. Olive
: ',:Church October 1st to 3rd 1942 el

, FIRST SESSION | | |
Preaehmo b) E. S. James\on Sempture John 1 :1-4.

: I‘RIDAY ’\IORNING SESSION .,
De\otlonal by SISter Kester Scrlpture John 15

Pray er by Ira Harper, .

Modcmtor appointed ’\fIlss Chrlstme Jenmngs Clerk ‘
Pro Tem.- Program adopted : oo
“Reading of the letters. . L
On motion letters - were recelved and’ delegates seated E
Pulpit Supply Commlttee* J B. Fears VV H H HdV .
'laud R Jlmerson 3 :
P1each1nrr by Ira Harper Scrlpture St John 6: 67 71
On motlon body was ad_]oulned until - 1 :30. '

THIRD SESSION

" On motion- delevated of’ the Dlrgm Church are seated_ ’
\\’lthOut a- letter. ¢ :

-

~B. A. Grant wés elected by acclamatlon to Serve as

- moderator.  Ira Harper was elected assisiant - modera-

- tor. Mrs. ‘Mary Andrew was. elected assi stdnt clerk.

A comnnttee of ‘committees was- d])])’)ulted b} moder-
atm E. S, Jameson Ira Ha1por and W. H. H. ILﬂs,

Mrs. Frank Bridwell gave a lectmc on Sunday whool

o work In which a round table dlscu%xon was entered .
: mto by .sevelal speahers '

. On ‘motion a vote of thanks was e‘dended to R .n'ford
Flanagan for typing the program. ‘

‘Pulpit supply committee appomted B. A-,(wr.aut to
pmach the night sermon. - SLY

On motlon body dd3011rned 111111 Emtmda\ 1() AM.

I‘RIDAY NIGHT = . ..

Dexotlonal by Revford Flanagan ‘Scriptufe Psa]m
27:1-4, : '
: PICdChlll“" b\ B. A. Grant S“ll"tllr(‘ \Tﬂt "G 36 46

~
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FOURTH SESSION

Saturday . A.M. October 3rd. )

House called to order by moderator,

Dévotional by J. O, Parker. Scripture T\Ia‘ct 5:1-16.

On motion house called to rest until 11:30 for preach-
ing. :

Preachmg by Ira Harper Scrlpture second book of
Corinthians 4:1-7. : ' ¢ :

"On motion body was adJOurned until 1:30,

SATURDAY AFTERNOON

The house was called to order by moderator,

Prayer by - Sister Kester.

On motion resolution adopted expression of S) mpathy
of the family of Brother J, L. Ross by the Texas Ass’n.

On motion and second 1eport on Dvan"ehsm was a-
dopted. - :

On motion and second report on Missions was adopted

On motion and second report on Obltuar) ‘was Tre-
ceived. .

On motion and seeond report on Younﬂ Peoples work,’
adopted. . . -

On motion and second report on. Flnance adopted..

The body stood in memorial to our deceased members,

_ Report of Sister Kester received.

TO TIIE TEY.AS ASSOCIATION OF PRED WILL. .
APTIST .

When convened iwith Mt. Union Chureh Oct. 2,34,

- 1942, ‘ : .
Gleetmﬂ'e, in Jesus’ name‘

‘I wish to submit the following report of my work,
which includes work from October 1940, to October-1942.
. Sick calls, readlng, and prayer in different places 194
. Bouquets from our flower garden for mlssmn work 52
Church Services ... '

Funeral Services ...c.veenne w
Cottage prayer meetings

or oo 2

- Mrs. Amanda J. Kester
Because -of my absence from the Associatioon last
vear, the above report was not turned in. In case you -
desire to have the record of last year’s report, I am en-
closing it vuth this year’s report.

—_0
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DAY ¢ i

Chalk BHill Chmch \vas chosen fOr 1943 Association. -

B. A. Grant was elected to preaeh the mtroductory_

sermon,
.-On motion and second the clerk was mstructed to
* have 250 minutes printed.

Sister Kester gave an 1nterestmo- talk on Young Peo-

ples Work.
- Ruby Hands gave a verbal repoxt of the Dlrgln Y oung
Peoples Work.

R. Jimerson gave a talk on Mlssmns v
~ Ira Harper gave a talk on Christian Education.
* On motion the body voted to send our portion of
money -to the State Convention of $11.00,
. A vote of thanks was extended to the eommumty for
- their loyal enterainment. - ' \

-«Next’ session to be held with the "Chalk Hill Church'

On motion the body adJourned until Thursday. nlght
before the first Sunday -in October 1943. To meet with
the Chalk Hill Chureh on hlghway 49 9 mﬂes N.W. of
Tatum. .

i
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PROCEEDINGS

The s1xty six annual session’ of The Texa,s Association
of the Free Will Baptist convened with the Chalk Hill
Church near Tatum, Texas September 30 to Oct 2 1943

- FRIDAY \IORNING
In the "absence of - moderator Rev Ira Harper was

. clected moderator pro tem.,

Pulpit Supply Committee: A. J. Williams, \V. HH
Hayes and H. W. Watson,

On motion and:second. bodSr was gd;ourned untﬂ 1: 30 v

Preaching bV Ira Tlarper. ,
+ FRIDAY AFTERNOOI\
Devotlonal by Mrs. -Bill Berry. beupture Psalm 116

" Prayer by Mrs. John Hunt.

THIRD SESSION Co
On motion and’ second body w as ca]]ed to order by ;
moderator for business. o .

Reading of the.letters.  « - :

On motion and \e(()lld the letters were recelved and
the delegates seated. ' oo :

On motion Ira larper was elected for . moderator

On motion B A. Grant was elected asslstant moder-
ator. .
‘On motion and second the moderator appomted the, :
following committees. T : ;T

Committee On Commlttees ,

\Ve your Committee on Committees’ submit ; ,

Lducatlon E. S. Iameson G. O Parker and W. B:
Duke.

Laxmens Council: W, ‘H. H. Hays S. S, Slms and’ Bxll

Berry. -
Standing  of Mnustly Pred Curbow Mrs \V1ll ‘H.- -

‘Hays and Mrs. Mildred Beall.:

Evangehsm Mrs. Ira Harper Mrs. \‘ell \Vﬂhameon
and Miss Georgia Fae Wallace, , :

Young People: Mrs. Rosie’ Freeman Mrs Gecll Luns-
ford, Miss Josiphine Young l\Irs Sus1e btrong and ’\Irs
Albert Kelly. '

Obituary: Mrs. W. H. Randle, Mrs. Richon MeDowell
Mrs. Laura \Vllson, Mrs, Bob Lunsford and Mrs Blll

Berrv
—_ 4 —_
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g Player by Bro.: Grant, - ST

e

. Pinance® Mlllard Bedu AW xlllams and Ji’my
Halold Adams, :

. Missions:. B. A. Grant, CMrs. Hem) burbow '\hs{;
Desele Gilliam, Mors: John Hunt: and ‘M, Joe Gray

Publleatlons Mrs, \V]lhe F’Ieeman Mlas ’l‘hehna Gxav D

_and. Mrs." Henry Wllson . :
" Resolutions: J. B, Duke Miss. Dmma Budwel] Miss

Bobbie Jennings and Mrs. Effie. Harris:
Program: Pastor. and  deacons of. entertalnmg chureh.

‘On motion. and seeond a -one .hour recéss was glven

for the: committees to get together and make reports.

/ N
On motlon and- second - house was, called to order to .

recelve commltteea reports

~On ‘motion and second report ou Educatlon was read o

and adopted L e T T S
».On motion, and.. seeond report on Dvangehsm was '

, \1ead and adopted.

On motion and second 1eport on’ stsmns \was read -
and adopted '
‘ On ‘motion- and seeond that', tlle commlttees on res-
olutlon be tabled until the close of sessmn ' »
. On motion*and second the report of the. eomm1ttees'
_on the Standing. of the Mmlstry was read and adopted.
On motion the bod) adaoulned untll ten 0 clock Sat-
mday mormng RO .

SATURDAY MORNI\TG
Dev0t1on by Sister B. A, Grant.. Scr1ptu1e Psalm

©*, 1st. chapter. - Prayer by Rev. E. 8,'Jameson,-

The reading of the .minutes, Correctmns were made

. . FOURTH SESSION: :
© On motion report on the’ Stewart. Church was madep
l)y Bro., B._ A Grant On. motion and seeond that theﬂ
delegates be seated: v
On ‘motion report on Obltuar) was read and adopted' ‘

On, motlon 1eport on Laymans Couneﬂ was read and
adopted -

On motmn 1eport on Publleatlon was read and adoptj SR

ed.
On motxon 1eport on: Fmance was read and adopted '
- A dlscussmn on the finance. fund was made.. '
TA prayer bv Rev E. S: Jameson -

l,, ..._5._.. ‘- -



On motion and second that we would adgourn for a

five minute recess.

Preaching by Rev. B. A, Grant 19th chapter of John

25.21. o

Prayer by Rev. B. A. Grant
On motion and second body. was ad,]ourned untll 1

- 0’clock,

SATURDAY AF’I‘ERNOON .
Devotional by Mrs. E, Beall. Secripture Psalm 133

Prayer by Rev. B. A, Grant.

FIFTH SESSION

On motion and second that the following ones be del-
egates to the State Convention to be.held with the
Comanche Church: Floyd Dollar, E. D, Lunsford, Bill
Berry, R. Jimmerson, D. D. Stokes, P, H. Graves, J. E.
Thompkms M. C. Pool Horace Lunsford A. J. Will-
iams and W, H. H: Hav -
"~ On motion and second, that the Free Wﬂl Baptlstg
Association will send eleven dolla\‘s to the State Ass'n.
 On motion and second, that the minutes of last year
and this year be prlnted together. ‘Three hundred and .
fifty copies are to be made.
" The next session of the Free Will' Baptlst Association
will convene with the Clayton Church, Thursday night
before the first Sunday in Oectober, 1944 »

On motion and second, Rev. B. -A. Grant was elected.
for the opening sermon of the next Association.

A vote of thanks was extended to the Chalk Hxll ,
(‘hmch and words by Rev. B. 'A. Grant, : L

Education

We your committee on Education submit: «
‘We suggest that there are several ways of securing ed-
ucation.. Through Bible Study in' the Sunday ischool,
Home study and by entering school or college. Since
we have secured ‘and established a Bible School in Nash-

‘ville, Tennessee. We recommend that all our people

lend every effort to it’s maintenance, It needs our
finanecial and spiritual support. We mean by this that
our entire membership should contribute money as well
as prayer for the success of the school. We further
recommend that each church take up a systematical.
support of this school.

—_—f —




Egbert S. Jameson, G. O Parker, W. B. Duke

. Evangelism

We, your com!mttee on Evangehsm report the fol-

lowing: ‘
Evangelism is a Bible doctrine of great benefit to man-
kind) Through it we reach men and women. for whom

Christ died.  Let’ us advance Evangelism not only -a-

-mong preachers, ‘but throuigh ‘individuals ‘as well. To

do-this it takes money and man power. We have both

Let s use’ ‘them ‘to “the Glory of God:

Mrs. Ira Harper Mrs Nell lehamson

Budget Committee
V‘fe, VOur Budget - Committee report the following
assessments on the:various: churches of the Association

to-take care of the Associational expenses: Chalk Hill{
'$7.00, ‘Harper ‘Grove $4.05, Union Arbor $5.00, New

Hope '$2.00, Mt. Olive $350 Clayton $4.00, Mt. Union
$3.50, Camel $1 05, Dirgin $2.86 and Stwert $2 50

Missions -

We, your commlttee on -Missions fmd we have done

o very httle on 'Missions.. We .as a committee heartl_ly

endorse Missions as a world wide. program. -John 3:16.
We your committee believe that Mission work is needed

. more to day\than ever before. We recommend that =

each church in ,the Association have a few days Bible

study during each year so our young people may get .
+'a’ greater vision of the Gospel and Missions, May God

help us to know the more- we glve the greater blessmgs

- we will -receive.

B.  A. Grant, Mrs, Dess1e Glham Mrs J.-k ¥Y. Hunt,

Mrs. Wllhe Lurbow, Mrs. Joe Grav

s

Obltua,ry
We, your committee on Obitnary submitt: the follow-
ing report; We find that we have lost through death

- ¢he following members from—

Union - Arbor— Bro..Joe Harris, Bro. Ca‘sem Sanden

Mt. Union— Sister Mary Turner ' .

{New. Hope— Sister Clement Beall.

Cr\stal Farms— Bro. W. H, Randle. )

We ask that the body stand and ofter prayer for
the. bereaved . ’

!
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GRS E S N T G e e

‘Mrs W. i, Raiidle, Mré. Billi Berry, Mss. Laura Wil
son, Mrs Bob Lunsford l\Irs Rxchard MeDowell,

La.ymen s COuncﬂ

We, the. commlt’ree on Laymen’s . Council qubnntt the
following Teport: No report of. Laymens Conneil has
come -0 the Assoclatlon in. some. time. We “would re-
commend a. revival of thig’ branch of the Kmvdoms

work. \Ve recommend eacl church rev1ve the Laymen s
Couneil ‘anid have meetings’ at least once a. month a’nd
report. thexr work at each Assocldtxon

WL H H, Hays S. S ‘Sims, Bill Berry

Pubhcatmn Vv s N

\\e the commlttee on- ﬂubhca,tlon recommend -,that
each mcmbex of our chureh or each head of. the famlly
sub%nbe to one of the. several - denommatlonal chureh
papers that are buwr published;”

Miss Thelma Grdy, Mrs, - Hem’y Wllson st \V}lhe

Pleeman g

'Young People s Work o

‘ Our chureh workers -consist “of younw people who
attend Sunday school, church ‘and prayer meeting well.
The interest of the.young. people .would go with them
to Sunday. school, church and prayer meeting would
make them morermterested to go. - We recommend that
our young=people; become more: thoroughly ‘organized: -
. Mrs. Rosie, Freeman, Mrs. .Ceeil ‘Lunsford, Miss Jos-
~phine Young, qu Susie. Stong, Mrs. Evm Kelly

Fmance o

“We your connmttee on Fmance fmd lnsufhcient
funds for carrying on the woxk We recommend that
finds be raised at once.

W. M. Beall, A. J. Wmiams Jim Harold Adams .

Sta.ndmg of. Mlmstry o '

~All the ministers in our Association are. of the hlgh-
est. standmg All have made every sacrifice to’ carry
on the work of our Lord and we further.recommend

that all Lhmches stand behind these mmlsters at all
tnmes

Mrs, Wl]i Hayq st w. M Beall Ml F1ed Cmbow..

—8—
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MlSSlOII Work by Amanda J Kester

SerMOnS’ = iyl ivdoassivassionses et B O TR Rt :-,-"':'9
Visiting sicky readmg the: blble and prayer in homes,
(and dlt‘ferent Places . et 200

Yours for Jesu@ Mrs:: Amanda . J: Keeter

OF God —Artlcle 1. There is .one God and Medlator between
God and men, the man Jesus Christ, who gave Hlmself a ran—
.som for all, to be. testifled in-good. tlme .

OF Fi+ ee WilL —Artlcle 2. 'We believe that the human wiIl is .
,"Iree, ‘and that all. who have heird and’ who liave léarned of the .

‘_,Father have the abxllty to - a’ccept or’ reject the condmons ot
L salvation . . . X

R

LOR 'Baptism_ —Artxcle 37 M(')de——And' JeSus" w'vhe'n He “was -
baptizeéd,” went up’ stralghtway out of.the. water —Matt I
.And*it camé to pass in those days that Jesus ‘cathe from Naz';
zlreih ‘and was baptized of John in Jordan. —Mark 149, ’
> Buried- w1th Him'in baptlsm, wherein ye are also- rxsen w1th
Him through faith - of ‘the operation of, God who hath raised:
- Him- fxom ;the-dead.—Col. 2: 12. .
+We ‘are buried ‘with Him in. baptlsm, into death that hke as
. Christ ‘was, raised . fxom the: dead by ‘the “glory of . the Father,

‘ -~ e¥en 80.We also walk in newness of life. For if. we: have been’

planted together in the likeness of His death, we shall be also

L in the likeness of * HIS requrrection -—Romans 6:4-5.

. For ye, are dead and your life is hid with Christ in God.— -
.C 33‘_ Peo . L

- Subjects, —-Go ye therefore and teach all nations—Matt. 28:19

= Then they that 15la.dly received His word were- baptwed—-Acta

T

'2411

And they ,spake unto tum the word ot the Lord, and to a.ll
that ‘were in the ‘house.’ And he took them the same “hour of
) tha night and washed their str ipes; and was baptlzed ‘he and
all his’ stralghtway And when he had brought; them into his
house,: he set.meat’ before them and re'joiced believing m God
with all his house~—Acts 16: 32.34; k
_If thou behevest thh all thine’ heart thou mayest —Am
8:37-39. ARSI . o . B :

!
< Object: —The like figure' whereunto baptism ‘doth als? now save
us (not putting away the tilth of the flesh, but the answer of & .

, S N2y Y : \

From Oetober lst., 1942 to October lst 1943 “»‘ ’

ABTICLES OF FAITH | S R

.
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good conscience toward God) by the resurection of .)‘esus Christ.
-1 Peter 3:21. . . N .

The Lords Supper ——Articie 4 But let a mon examine hixn-
self, and 80 let him eat ‘of that bread and drink of’ that cup
—1 Cor, 11:28, -

This done in remembrance of Me —-—Lnke 22:19.

The Bible—Article 5. All Scripture is given by Inspiration
ot God and-is profitabie for doctrine for reproot, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness-—z Tim 3 186.

/.

OONSTITUTION PR

Constitution amended a' regular sessxon of the Association

Article 1. This Association _shail be known as the Texas.
Free Wili Baptist Association k

Article 2. It is not the object of this Association to usurp\

,authority over the churches, "but to recommend such measures

as would. promote umty of action among the churches, to har
monize the efforts of the individual churches with one another
in their erforts to accomplish good and make each other ‘more
proticient in their good undertakings for good.

Article 3. This Association shall be composed 9t delegates
from the churches who shall” be selected and sent from the -
ehurches composing it, and each church shall be entitled to two
delegates, and" for over fifty and not more than seventy-five’

members, a Church shall be entitled to one more delegate,

Article 4, Ordained ministers may have seats in the Asso-

~ ciation and be entitled. to privileges of delegates, even when not

representing Churches. (As amended).
Article 5.- New Churches and ministers may -be admitted to ‘
membership on application when duly accredited. (As amended)\
Article 6. "i‘he standing officers of this Association shail be'
moderator, clerk, treasurer and corresponding secretaiy
Artlcle 7. /This Association shall hold its sessions once every
year, at a time and place specxfxed by a preceding sessmn
Article s. The Association shali have the right to dismiss
disorderly Chnrciies and objectionabie members at any of its

‘lessions

Article 9. This Constitution may be amended by a vote ot
two-thirds of the membem present ut any regular meetmz oi!
the Association -

10— .



CHURCH DECORUM oo Tl

1st. The Church may chooee, a pastor annually, at the last

regular conference in Associatiorial year, or if they prefer, may

choose. a pastor for an indefinate length of time, to continue

{rom year to year so long as he~ may deem it proper to keep up
the connection )

2nd, When it becomes ‘necessary a pastor may be chosen at -
" any time, but if the cholce be’ ‘made at a special cont'erance, the
time must be appointed at a monthly meeting of the Church

3rd. The pa.Stor shall be moderator of the church, but when
he is absent, or does not sit as moderator, being present some
- auitable brother shall be appointed to sit in his place.’

4th. There shall be two or more deacons in .the Church,
whose duty’ it shall be superintend the collection and drsburse-
ment of all contributions .made by the Church for the pastor, etc.
‘and to distribute the bread and wme, in administratxon of the
Lord’s Supper L :
6th.. Some suitable member shall be appointed clerk, and it
shall be his duty to do the recording and other writing per-
" talning to the business of the Church, and. to perserve a file of
the minutes of the Association

6th. When a new clerk is appolnted all the books, minutes,
ete., belonging to the clerk, shall be immedia.teiy delivered to
‘him by his predecessor.

! " Tth, When the Church deems it necessary, a. commlttee of
not less than three male members, well acquainted with “busi- -
wmess, shall be appointed whose business it shall be to give ad-
vice to brethren who apply to them. relative to cases of dea,i-
ing, etc., ‘with the Church ‘

8th; The Church’shall hold a two day’s meeting monthy em-
'bra.cing Saturday and the Lord’s Day following, the first of
which shall be the regular time 'of conference.”

9th. It shall be the duty of every ‘member, male and temale,
:to attend each conference meeting if they can, for on that day
the pastor {s expected to instruct the Church in a special man-
ner by giving plam ‘and pointed Iessons on doctrine, dxscipline
and rules of holy hvxng :
10th. Conferences shali be conducted -as tollows 1 Prayer,
unless Divine services has just been concluded gene'rally then,
2. Invite visiting brethren -to seat, 3. Open a door for the re-
_ ception- of members. 4. Call for absentees. 5 For acknow-

11—




- 14th. When the moderator calls fox absentees ‘the clerk sha.ll

' ’some b}*other or lnethren to clte each oi’ them to the/ next con-

ledgementé 6. FOI ;reference of- deferred business 7 Forf

nnscellaneous busmess el . - e !

llth VlSltlng biethren. A8 also helps called in ,from sister

‘Chmches, shall be allowed to speak and make motions or sec-
- onds, but not. aIIOWed to vote.,

e e

ey

' 12th ) \An’ oxdelly member of the Baptist Church, which does
. not hold this Church Jgn fellowship, may, be received mto t,he
: Church without a.. letter, v\hen it is appaient that his christlan

chmacter is unimpeachable and that he has applied tor a letter Lo

and could not obtain it, because he desiied to jom this or some

‘sister Church All othei persons must jom by lettex or baptism

13 th No member shall be received‘ w1thout the unammoua
consent of members present but . unieasonable obJections shall
not’ be valid, ‘and - unlese withdrawn the membei who makes
them shall be liable to be taken under dealmgs by the Church

inform the Church what male members have been absent f
three successxve conferences and the moderator ‘shail’ appoint

fei ence

‘15th, l\o ‘member shall be expelled unless he has been cited
verbally or In writing to-attend his trial provided his rem-»

dence is l{nown in the Church

16th. When a witness not a member of this Church is in:
tioduced he shall not be examined until the Question has been
put to the Church “Wlll you hear the testimony ot /this wit-

Bess? S

llth. ] The evidence in every case of dealing and acknowledge

‘ "ment shall be minuted. on, the Church hooks L “oe
.18th, Members dismissed .from ‘the Church by letter who

become disorderly,. or continue to. hold their letters without a

) - good reason, shall be cited to conference to answer for thelr ’

conduct . '

19th Expelled membeis may be restored 'to fellowship on

“their petition, if their ‘walk since, expulsion has convinced the
‘Church that they have sincerely repented of former evil conduct

20th. A vote shall not be taken: upon -any - question withont
a,.motion:and: second -and. in. all” important questions the .vote

ehall be taken by rising to the feet. & .. . L' .. i-
+21st; No motion’ shall be made while a motion and : second
s betore the - conrerence R . DR : ax
. "?',"‘12-% -
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. 22nd. It shall be" considered disorderly. for any member to
—',absent himself from. a conference when'an important questlon B
{8 to be:-decided; but a ‘member -upon his request- may be -ex-
empted bp the Church from the voting on elther s1de in pecullar‘
-cases. ! - . :

23rd. "No member shall leave the . house durmg conference

fw1thout sufficient cause nor- engage in conversatlon or whis-

‘ peung without subject being called to order by the moderator

" and the e‘(penses are ‘to be pald by the Church. -

“24th. Al dxscussxon in- conference must - be conducted w1th -

calmhess and good feeling - Those Who speak ‘must arise to

] Athen feet and address the moderator and keep" up- to ‘the pmnt” O
in debate.. .- . : . ‘

'

-25th.  No one shall speak more than three tlmes on the‘

same motlon, without permissxon from the moderator, nor shallﬁ_‘.’» .

the remarhs of. any one be unreasona.bly long. }
" 26th. - ‘When the moderator speaks  in debate he nommates' ‘

_some bxother as moderator in his ‘stead; - SRR

. 27th No one shall be 1nterrupted while - speakmg unleSS 1t_

".is necessary to call him to order. T -

-28th. It shall be ‘the rule of the Church ‘to attend to the
Aadmlnlstratlon of -the .Lord’s Supper at least four tlmes a year .
‘ 29th I consmences of any. .are: tender on- the “subject - ot:. ’
_feet-washlnfr in‘any Church they shall not be molested if they-

.- see fit~ to practlce it.- .o = RREEEN

30th - The decorum may be altered or’ amended by a vote
of . two thirds of  the membels present at. any two successwe

) 7monthly conferences

i T

e ", GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANGES LT

) 1 We believe that a Gospel Church or a Church of Chust, ST
is a congtegatlon of Christians, constltuted and governed ac-

'cmdmg to the rules laid .down in'the New Testament.

v2;‘ That the ' rules require . Churches to preserve the foxm
of government and the ordmances of the: Chllstian Churches
"and to be composed of baptized believers ‘of Christ. - ‘
R That the establishment of, a central or Catholic gOVern- .
ment- ever the' visible ‘Church, or any part thereof, is a device
of earthly ambition repugent to the word of God, subverswew

- of the Churches and dangerous to the liberties “of * man.

'v‘"!{. o S - . . ——13— h‘ . ,‘V\_V
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4. .That Gospel Churches are the 'onlry ecclesiastical bodies or .-
_ tribunals’ authorized by the Scriptures;- that each Church. has

the unrestricted right to administer its own government, With~
out suspension or interference, being under Christ, essentially
independent and absolute, and that if this right be’ surrendered
to superintending jurisdiction, bp delegation . or otherwise the
assembly then ceases to be a Gospel Church

5." That .the authority of Churches is de51gned for the per-
petuation- of true religion to the Gospel, and for the preserva-
tion of a pure and orderly body of  Christians on earth; that
it is fully sufficient for the purposes intended, but that it does
‘not” extend to the persons property or consc1ences of men in
any case whatever, :

6. That the only 1equxsltes to Church membershlp are falth

_in Christ and obedience to the GOSpel that faith - in 'Christ

necessarily exists in connection with the belief in the funda-
mental truths of Christianity and that to preseribe any other
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requisite of Church members is" an assumption of authority on
the part of the Church and a departure from the plan of
Gospel. :

7. That the officers of a Church are elders and deacons,

that eiders are also called blsl_lops .or pastors, that all are
equal in rank, though they may perform different functions;:

since scme may.be bishops or pastors of particular Churches,

while others may be simply elders, having no pastoral : charge.

8. That the authority of the minister of the *Gospel” extends
to teaching, exhortation and rcbuke, but. no further; that- he
cannot perform any act which belongs to the authority of the

Church, such as reception of members into the Church (iompa.ct,'( g
‘or the expulsion of offenders; that as a member of the Church,
he Is no more than any other member, and if hé is guilty of
‘transgression, he is to be brought before the brethren and con-
" victed or acquitted in the same manner as.if he were a private

person. yet we think it prudent and proper to call in advisory
helps, especially if the minister 1s to be trled upon charges of
heresy. ] .

9, That elders and deacons may be set abart ‘to their office
by ordination, the unposmon of the hands of ‘the presbytery
and prayer.
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