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OF THE 
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THE- TEXAS ASSOCIATION . 
J OF· 
! ,', 

FREE WILL BAPTIST 

Convened : With 
MT. UNION CHURCH· 

. Near Garrison, Texas 
SEPT. 29 THROUGH OCT: 1 · 

. \ 

, OFFICERS 

~ 

· Rev. Troy J\IcDonald.: ................. \ .......................... Moderator · 
Mr. A. E: Stokes .................. :: ..... : .......... Assistant Moderator 

. Mr~. Lloyd Stokes ........................................... : ... : .. ::.: ...... Clerk 
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The Seventy~Third Annual .Session will be held with' 
the. Union Arbor Church, near Beckville,'Texas, beginning 
'fhursday night before the first Sunday in Qctober, 1950, 
through Saturday. . 
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PROCEEDINGS 

l\Iinutes of the Seventy-Second Annual Session of the 
1 

. Texas Free· Will Baptist Association convened at 1\1t . 
. Union ·church September 29 through October 1, 1949; 

THURSDAY EVENING'--First Se'Ssion 
Singing led by l\Iiss Louise Lunsford. 
Prayer by Bro. I. F. Lunsford. 
Devotions. and Testimonial Service by 1\Iiss Louise 

Lunsford. • · · 
Sermon bv Rev. J. 1\I: Goode 
Dismissel by Rev .. J. :M:. Goode'. 

FRIDAY MORNING-Second Session' 
Singing led. by Rev. B. A. Grant. · . 
Devotional by Bro. John Gary; Gal. 6 :4-10, '' Let us . 

11ot be weary in well doing.'' . 
Prayer by Rev. T. W. Smith. . ·· 

· 1\Iotion and second program be accepted with any 
necessary changes: . . 

Divine Committee· .appointed by Moderator. Divine 
Committee selected the eldest. minister. present for the 
eleven o'clock service. · 

On motion and second the church letters were received -
· and delegates seated with understanding that delegates 
coming in late be seated.. _ 

,On _motion and second Association adjourned fot· 
recess. , 

Prayer by Bro. G. 0. Parker. 
Singing led by Bro. L. E. Carrol. 
Sermon by Rev. E. S. Jameson. Scripture-Psalm 116. 
Singing '' I Love to Tell the Story,'' the congregation 

extended their h'eart felt thanks and gratitude to Rev. 
E-. S. Jameson. and Bro. Ike Lunsford for their work in 
the past years making 1t possible for us to enjoy the 
privilege of worship that we have today. This was a 
gracious service . 

. Dismissal prayer by Rev. E. S. Jameson .. 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON-Third Session 
Singing led by Rev. B. A. Gran'.t. 
Prayer by Rev. B. A. Grant. 
Singing led by L. E. Carrol. 
Devotional by 1\Irs. Rueben Hays; John 14 :1-6. 
Prayer by Rev. J. 1\1. Goode. 
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1\Iotion and second that let'ters that come in late be 
read by clerk. . .. . , . 

Rev. Troy McDonald gave letter and reported on 
Crystal Farm Church. Motion and second that letter and 

.. oral report be accepted. Rev. E: S. Jameson gave ·an 
.· oraJ report on Dirgin Church. On motion and second this 
report, was accepted. · ~ 

Officers Elected 
1\Ioderator ............ 7.' ............. :·······;····: ••••••• Rev .. Troy McDonald 
Assistant · 1\foderator .... ;.: ... : ............ : ...... ; ........... ;;A. E. Stokes 

., ' 
1\Iotion carried that Bro. Ike Lunsford and Bro., John 

Gary assist Bro. Ernie '\Veaver to make out the report on 
standing of ministry for. this setting of the Association. 

1\Irs. John Gary, from Mt. Olive Church, gave report 
on their. Auxiliary work. She expressed her. desire that 
other churches organize Woman's Auxiliaries. 

Mrs. J; 1\1. Goode gave a report· on· the visit to the 
, Orphanage at Ringling, Oklahoma .. From her report I'm_ 
•. sure we all would like to visit and study their needs and' 

,vays to help them. . · 
Mrs. Bill Berry made the announcement of District 

League Rally at Mt. Olive Church October. 11. She ex0 

tendea an invitation to all that could to attend. 
· On·. motion and second the reports were accepted. 

·: On motion and second business session .was continued. 
i Moderator asked for Committee' on Committees report. 

. Finance report' read by 'Rev.· Troy Mcnonald. On 
motion, and'!iecond report was adopted. . . 

Report on Missions read by· Rev. E. S: Jameson. On 
motion and. second repnrt was adopted. 

Standing of Ministry report was read by Clerk. 0n 
motion and second report was adopted. • 

Obituary report was read by Clerk. On motion and 
second report was accepted. . 

Education report was read by Mrs. B. A. Grant. On 
motion and second· report was adopted. · 

. M.oderator appointed th~ following to °'ame delegates.' 
to the state association: Rev. B. A. Grant, Rev. J. 1\L 
Goode, Rev. T. W. Smith. t • , • 

The following Committee on •. Commi~tees was ap­
pointed by 1\Ioderator: Ike Lunsford,, Rev. E. S. Jame-
son, G. 0. Parker. . ·. . . 

On motion and second Clerk was instructed to pay 
for p_rinting of ministers cards out of treasury.· 
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On motion and second Clerk was instructed to pay 
Rev. B. A. Grant for printing of programs. , . 

Rev. E. S. Jameson made a talk on the national papers. 
Also the new paper called ''The Small Voice." · \ 

Bro. J. l\I. Goode made a few remarks on the financ-
ing of unified program. . 

, Mrs; John Gary extended invitation to attend Quar-
terly' .l\Ieeting October 29 at the l\It; Olive Church. , 

On motion· and, second Association adjourned. 
. ' . , ,. 

FRIDAY EVENING 
Singing led by Louise· Lunsford. 
Prayer by Rev. B. A. Grant. 
Devotion led by l\frs. Earlene ,Stokes; l\Iatt. 5 :1-10. 

Testimony service also by Mrs. Stokes. 
· Prayer by '.Rev. T. L. McDonald. 

Sermon by Rev. Troy l\foDonald; text ," The Gift of 
the Holy Spirit". . 

Dismissal· prayer by Rev. Troy l\feDonald. 
SATURDAY'MORNING 

Singing led by Rev. B/ A. Grant ;nd Charles Luns- · 
ford. , 
, Devotion by Rev. John Newberry. Prayer by Rev: 
John Newberry. Scripture reading, Proxerb 29 :18. 

Session now open for ·business . 

. Comriiittee on Committees submitted the f~llowing re~. 
port : · , · . 

1 
· · , \ , · ~ 

Education...:.....l\frs. J. M: Goode, Mrs. John Gary; Mrs. 
Bill Berry. Finance-Will H. Hays, T. L. McDonald, P. 
R Clark. Missions-Earlene Stokes, Frankie Smith, Mrs. 
George Smith. Obituary-Rev. '.B. A. Grant, Rev. ,J. 1\1. ' 

,, Goode, Rey. T. W. Smith, Rev. T. L. l\IeDonald, Evange­
Jism-1\Irs. J oh1i Newberry, Mrs. Rueben Hays, Mrs. Eyer~ 
ctt Wall~ce. Publications-Rev. T. W'. Smith, Rev:B. A. 
Grant, Rev. ,John Newberry, Rev., J. l\I. Goode, Rev. T. L. 
McDonald. , Standing of MinislrY.:-G. 0. Parker, Luther 
Marshall, ,J. L. Anderson. "' 

:Motion carried, that report be adopted. 
l\Ioderato·r appointed l\frs. T. W, Smith, Foy Alexand­

er and Lucille Bell for service on Publication Committee 
for this setting of Association.' · · ' 

Motion carried 'to convene at the Union Arbor·Church 
near Beckville, Texas for_ the 1950 session. 

l\Iotion carried that moderator appoint the follow111g: . 
-4- . 



P. R. Clark, Horace Lunsford to service on Divine Com-
mittee with Rev. B. A. Grant. . 

_ ·Moderator' appointed Rev. T. Vv. Smith, Earlene 
Stokes and P.' R. Clark for service on Resolutions Com­
mittee. 

Divine committee han.ded in their report. ' C 

J\'Iotion carried that business adjourn. 
Singing led by Charles Lunsford. 
Dismissal prayer Rev. E. S. Jameson. 

Worshi~ Service 
Singing led by ·Rev. B. A .. Grant. 
Prayer by l\Irs. John Gary. 
Sermon py Rev: John New berry; Seri pture Rev. 3 : 

6-8. "I have set before thee an open door." 
. Prayer, by Rev. T. W. Smith. 

Singing led by Louise Lunsford. 
Dismissal prayer• by Rev.' J olm Newberry. 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON 
• I 

Singing led by Louise Lunsford. 
Prayer, by Geneva McDonald. 
Devotion by Mrs. T. W. Smith; Romans 6. 
Prayer by Rev. T. L. McDonald. / /· · ·. . 

, Rev. E. S. Janieson led prayer for those of association 
that were sick and unable to attend the services. 

Session. · now open for business. 
Clerk' read re ·P or t on publications. On motion and 

second the report was· adopted. 
. The report of the committee for selecting of dele­

gates for tpe State· Association was read. Motion carried 
that report be adopted . 

. Rev. John Newberry gave a talk on missions. 
l\Iotion carried· that we proceed with .the days .busi-

ness as the time was growing short. _ , , · 
June Goode gave an interesting talk on the Youth 

Encampment near Groverton1 Texas. She made us all 
, wish we had attended. · · . 

Moderator asked Rev. T. W. Smith to speak as he 
had not been on the program. We all enjoyed this very 
much.,. , 

J\Iotion carried that we accept the Clerk's finance 
report and give her authority to have 300 hundred min-
ntes printed; · . · -
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l\Iotion carried that Resolution .Committee's report be 
adopted. . ' . · . · · · . · 

The 1\It. Union Church extended the association an 
invitation to convene with. them again, as they were 'glad 
we came their way. · ... . · · , 

_After .reading a ,portion of the church covenant Rev. 
B. A. Grant extended his love toward Rev. J; M: Goode. 

Minutes were read and corrected. Motion. carried that 
minutes .be accepted: .. ' .· , · . . · . , ·. · 

Motion carried that the association, adjourn. 
Dismissal prayer by Rev. T. W., Smith.· 

Those selected as D~legates to State· Association were: 
Fellowship Church ........... ::; ................. : .. : ..... Mrs. V. B:. Stone 
Harper Church ....... : ........................... ; ........ Mr. R. F. Birdw'ell 

· 1\1t., Olive ................. ; ....................... ; ........... · ..... 1\1:rs. John ·Gary 
1\1t. Union ............... : ..... :.: ........... .' ..... : ........ ~ ... '..Louise Lunsford 
New Hope ................ '. ................. : ........... ; ......... :.l\frs. ; Rene Lee 
Campbell ...... : ................... : ................. : ..... ; .. J\1:rs. Glen Watson , 
Youngblood .... : ...................... : .. : ........... Mrs. · Douglas· Blowing;. 
First Church-Henderson .......... , ............... Mrs .. Rueben Hays 
Dirgi1i Church ............................ .'.'.: .......... 1\1:r'. ,John Fitzjerald 
Union Arbor Church ... : ... : .....................•.... Mrs. Clara Griffin 
Buncombe. Church ........................... : .... ; ............ , .. P .. H. Graves 
Center. Point.. ......... , ...... ; ...... : ... : .. : ....... Mrs. Halcomb_ William· 

\ 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Finance: 
. we as a committee recommend that the. church be fine 

. ! anced as the Lora would have,., that' is by tithing and 
offering. . • , · . / 

"\Ve re;1lize that the churches have beenJinanced bet­
ter the past .year than ever before. In Christ we pray that. 
this, be·· done. . \ · · . . . · 

We trust that the people realize more that the l:Jord 's 
work needs financing and should coine ·first. 

Committee, Rev. J. M. Goo'de 
• , J. B. McDonald-• 

Bill Beny 
Evange]4sm: ~ . . .. . 

We y9ur Committee on Evangelism, report the follo\v­
ing: Evangelism, we find, is a Bible doctrine. Through 
it reaches out to men and women. We trust that people 
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realize more that we need 'to .advance evangelism'with· 
•our money. and manpower, and when' we use both. we will 
see by the glory of God that it will be. a great benefit to 
mankind. · 

C~mmittee, Roy Graves, , 
Joseph l\Iorris 

Missions: 
Levy Koonce 

'\Ve, your Committee on l\Iissions, submit the followip.g: 
' Realizing that l\Iission work is a Christian duty and very 

important, we recommend Jhat the pastor and officials 
of each church stress the importance ,of this work, and 
adopt some plan of making monthly payments to• this 
cause. '\Ve recommend that each church adopt the unified 
program plan. · 

Education: 

Committee, .Will Hays 
Ross Clark 
Frank ··Birdwell 

We, your Committee on Christian Education, submit 
the following recommrndations: , 

1. That each church get acquainted with the Treatise 
of Free Will Baptists, that they may understand the rules 
and regulations of the church. . . 

2. That 'the churches of tlie Association giv~ the sup­
port to the un_ified program, stressing the' importance of 
Home· 1\Iissions. · , 
, 3. If possible sponsor a Vacation Bible School. 

4. Let each· church study its problems and try by some 
method or plan to make their Sunday School better . 

. . Committee, Mrs. 'B. '.A. Grant · 
·, ·· Mrs. Clifton ;Linton 

Obitu,ary: . l 
·we; your Committee on Obituary, submit the follow-

ing deaths: · , ·, ' . 
l\Irs. Carrie Horfon ..... .' ............................ Fellowship Church 
l\Irs. Dora l\Iaxwell.. ...................... , ........ Fellowship Church 
Frankie Redwine ......... : ........... ; .... · .. : ............................. Stewart 
!rr. T: T. Conely .... .-......................................... : .......... .'.Ste,vart 

· l\frs. '\Vill Jones ................... : ........................ ) ...... ..'. ... .-... Harper 
l\fr. '\Viley' Hampton ............................................... New Hope 
l\Irs. P. T. Allen: ............... : .......... · ............. ; .............. Ne,v Hope 
l\fr. J. B .. Fears ......................................................... 1\1:t. 1 Olive 

'\Ve extend our sympathy to the. bereaved and may 
God bless and comfort their' hearts. . , · 

-7--



Their presence will be missed much with us. Let us_ 
have faith and works to meet them in heaven. 

Committee, l\Irs. Earlene· Stokes 
Mrs. George Smith 

Standing of Ministry: . 
"\Ve find 'that all ministers are in good standing .as far 

as any proof is available and that they are doing a w:on­
derful work as far as financially· able, but we find that 
several churches are without pastors. 1.Ve pray that the . , 
pastors of this Association help place pastors in those 
churches. · 

Publications : 

· Committee, John Gary 
l\Ir. Weaver 
Ike Lunsford 

As a Committee on Publications, we,wish to recom­
mend that all our Sunday Schools use our F'ree Will Bap­
tist literature. ·we also recommend our Free "\Vill Bap~ 
tist papers,.the Gem and the Free "\Vill Baptist; the Gem 
is publisl.ied at l\Ionett, l\Io., and/the Free Will Baptist 
at Ayden, N. C. . 

"\Ve recommend that our churches study our Free "\Vill 
Baptist Treatise that we may know ,vhat our F. W. B. 
stands for. · ' 

·we recommend that you will_ always keep clean· lit-
erature in your homes. ·• 

Resolutions : 

Committee, l\Irs. T. W .. Smith 
Mrs. Lucille Bell 
Mrs. Foy Alexander 

We, your Committee on Resolutions, beg >to submit 
the following: , . 

"\Ve wish to thank this church· and community for 
their ktndness and_ hospitality and the generous \Vay they , 
entertained this Association. , · 

"\Ve also · recommend that we close tliis Association 
with_the song "God Be With You Till We l\Ieet,Agai_n," 
and a heartv handshake in Christian faith and love. 

• Committee, Rev. T. W. Smith 
Mrs. Earlene Stokes 
l\frs. P. R. eiark 

Clerk's Report: 
Balance ........................................................ : ................. : .. $70.18 
E'xpense for State Association .................. ,~ ..... : .. $11.00 
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Pi·inting of Programs ............................... -........... 3.50 
, J\Iinisters' Cards ........................................... ~........ · 2.25 
· ·Clerk.'s Salary .................................... : ...... : ............ 10.00 
Balance in Bank .............. ; .......................................... :. .... $43.~3 

OONSTITUT ION. 
Constitution amended at·, regular session of the As­

~-;ociation. 
Article 1. This Association shall be known as the Texas 

,'Free "Will Baptist ',Association.· , . 
· Article 2. It -is_ not the object 'of this Association to 

usurp authority over the churches, but to recommend 
such measures as would promote unity of action among 
the churches, to h'armonize tlie efforts of the individual 

· churches with one another in· their efforts to accomplish 
good and niake each other more proficient in their good 
undertakings for gyod. _ · 

. • Article 3. This rBody will be composed of delegates 
elected by ,the Churches composing this body. Each shall 
be allowed (2) two delegates and Churches of more thlfn 
fifty (50) members shall be entitled to one delegate for 
each twenty (20) .members or fractional part thereof 
until Five and no Church shall have more than Five (5) 
delegates. All ordaineq. deacons shall be allowed a seat 
in 'the A_ssociation and· shall be entitled to seats in the 
body and entitled to privileges as delegates, even when 
not,representing Churches. ' 

- Article 4-. Ordained ministers may have seats in the 
Assqciation and be entitled to privilege of delegates, eve

1

n 
when not representing Churches. (As.amended): 

Article 5. New Churches and ministers . may be ad­
mitted to membership on application ,vhen duly accredit­
ed. (As amended): 

Article 6. The standing officers of this Association 
shall be a modei:ator, clerk, treasurer and corresponding 
secretary. ' . 

Article 7. This Association shall hold its sessions once 
eve~y year, 'at a _time and place specified by a preceding . 
sess10n. 

, Article 8. The ,,Association shall have the right to dis-
. miss disordeHy Cfmrches and_ objectionable members at 

. any of its sessions. 
-9-
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Article 9. This Constitution may be amended by a vote 
, of two-thirds of the members present, at any regular 
. meeting of the Association. · . 1 I ' 

· CHURCH DECORUM 

1st. The Churchniay choose. a pastor annually, ~t the · 
· last regular conferern;e .in Associational year, or ,if they. 
prefer; may_ choose a pastor :£or an .indefinite length of 
time, to cQntimie• from year. fo year so long as he may 
deem it proper to keep up the connection. · · • ,. , 

2nd. ·when it · b!)conies · necessary . a pa·s.tor may be· 
chosen at any time, but if the choice be made at a ~pecial 
conference, the time must be · appointed at a mont}ily 
meetip.g of the_ c~urch. , ·~ .. _ . . · 

3rd. The pa'stor ·shall be a moderator of, the church, 
but when he is absent, or does' not sit as moderator, being 
present, some suitalj>le brother shall be appointed to sit in 
his· place. . . · ' _ . · · _ · · 
. 4th; There shall be two or more deacons in the Church, 
w:hose duty it shall be to superintend the collection and 
disbursement of all contributions made by,the Church for 
the pastor,' etc;, and to distribute 'the bread and wine, in -
administration of the Lord's Supper. · . . . . . ; 

5th. Some suitable member shall be appointed clerk, '· 
and it shall be, his duty. ~o do the recording and. other• 
writing pertaining to the business of the Church, and. to 
preserve a file of the minutes of the Association. · 

6th. When a new clerk is appointed, all the books, 
1riinutes, etc., belonging to the; clerk, shall be immediately 
delivered to him by his predecessor. · 

' 7th.· When th~ Ch1.uch deems it necessary, a committee 
of. not less than three male members, well ;acquainted 
with business; shall be appointed, ·whose• business it shall 
be to give advice to brethren who apply to thein, relative 
to cases of dealing, etc.; with the, Church.· ' 
/ · 8th. The Church: 'shall hold a two day's meeting 
monthly embracing Saturday and the Lord's Day ·fol- . 
lowing, the first o( which shall be the regular time of 

· conference.·· ·.· · ' · · . 
9th. It shall _ be the duty of every .member,. male and 

femal~, to ,attend. each conference me"eting if. they can, 
for on that day the pastor _is expected to instruct the 
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Church in a special manner, by giving plain _and pointed 
lessoi1s on doctrine, discipline and rule·s of holy• 1iving. 

l(ith. Conferences shaH be conducted as follows: 1. 
Prayer, unless ,Divine ~hvice has jµst been concluded, 
generally then 2. Invite visiting bret.hren to seat. 3. Open 
a door for the reception of members. 4. Call for absentees. 
5. F'or aclmowledge'ments. 6. For reference 6f. deferred 
business. 7. For miscella'neoui:; business. . 

11th. Visiting brethren; as also helps called in from 
· sister Churches, shall be allowed to' speak and make mo­
tions. or seconds, but not allowed to· vote. 

12th. An orderly mewber of the'Baptist Church, which. 
docs not hold this Church in fellowship, may be received 
into the Chfrrch without a letter, when it is 1apparent that 

.• his Christian .character is unimpeachable and that he has 
a·pplied for a letter _and could not obtain it, because he 
desired to join this or· some sister Church. All other 
persons must join by letter or baptism. . 
, . 13th .. No member shall be received without the 1mani­
mous consent of members present; but unreasonable ob­

·. j~ctions shall not be valid, an_d unless withdrawn, the 
1nembcr who makes them shall be liable to be taken under 
dealillgs by the Church.. · , · · 

14th. When · the moderator calls/ for absentees the 
· clerk shall inform the Church what male members have 
been absent for. three successive conferences, and the mod­

,cratoi• .shall appoint some brother or brethren to cite each 
of them to the .11ext conference. . . . 

. 15th.,, No member shall be expelled unleSI> he has been 
cited verbally or in writing to attend. his trial; provided 
his residence is known in the Church. · 
. · 16th: When al ,vitness not a member of this· Church is 
introduced he_ shall -not. be examined until the question 
has been put tq the Church: "Will you hear the testimony 
of this witness?" ,. · · 

17th. The evidence in
1 

every case of. dealing and ac­
knowledgement shall be minuted on the Church books. 

18th. Members dismissed from the 'Church by_, letter, 
.\v}10 became disorderly, or continue· to hold. their letters' 
w'ithout a good reason, shall be· cited to cfonference to· 
answer for their conduct. · ' · 

19th. Expelled members may: be restored to fellowship 
on . th~ir petition, if their ,valk · since expulsion h_as con-
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vinced the Church that they have sincerely repented of 
former evil conduct. . . · 

20th. A vote shall not be take~ upon any question' · 
without a motion and second, and in all important ques-
tions the vote shaUbe taken by rising to the feet. ' · 

21st. No motion shall be made. while a motion and • 
' second is before the conference. . · 

22nd. It shall be. considered disorderly for any mem~ 
ber to absent himself from a conference when an impor- · 
tant question is to be decided; but a member upon his 
request may be e.x:empted by the Church from: voting on 
eit11er side in peculiar cases. 

23rd. No member shall leave the house ·during confer: 
ence without sufficient cause, nor engage in conversation 
or whispering without subject being called to order by the 

.. modhator. · ' 
24th: Alf discussion .in conference must' be conducted 

with calmness and good feeling. Those who speak must 
arise to their feet and address the moderator and keep up 
to the point in debate. · · · 
· 25th; No .one shall speak more than three times on the 

same motion, ~vithout permission from the moderator;· nor 
shall the remarks of anyone be unreasonably lohg. 

26th. When the moderator speaks in debate he nom1~ 
nates some brother as moderator in his stead., . 

27th. No one shall be interrupted ,~hile speaking un- • 
less it is necessary to call him to order. · , · t. 

28th. It shall be the rule of the Church to attend, to 
the administrajion of the Lord's Supper at least four times 
a year and the expenses are to be paid by the Church •. 

23th. If consciences of ·1.my are tender on the" subject 
of feet-washing in any Church, they shall not be molested· J 

if they see fit to practice it. . •, · ' 
30th .. The decorum may be altered or amended 'by a 

vote of two-thirds of the members present at any two suc-
cessive monthly conferences. / 

GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES 
1. '\Ye believe that a Gospel. Church, or. a Church of. 

Christ, is a congregation of Christians, constituted and 
governed according to the rules laid-down in the New 
Testament .. 
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2. T.hat th'e · rules require · Churches to preserve · the 
form of government and the ordinances of the Christian 

' Churches and to be COIJl-pOsed of baptized believers of c~~.... . . 
3. That the establishment of a central. or Catholic 

Government over the visible Qhurch,. or any part thereof, 
is a device of earthly ambition repugnant to the word of 
God, subversive of .the Churches and dangerous to the 
liberties of man. · · · 

· 4. That Gospel Churches are the only ecclesiastical 
l . bodies or tribunals ,authorized by theScriptures; that 

each Church has the unrestricted right to administer its 
'own ··government, without, suspension or interference, 
being under Christ, essentially independent, and absolute, 
and that if this right be surrendered to superintending 
jurisdiction; by delegation or\otherw:is.e the assembly then 
ceases to be a. Gospel Church. · · 

.5: That .the· authority of Churches is designed for the 
, perpetuation of true· religion to the Gospel, and for the · 
preservation. of a pure and orde,rly body of Christians on 
earth; that it is fully sufficient for the purpose intended, 
but that it does not e'xtend to the .persons, property. or 
conscience of men in any case whatever.' . , 

6. That the only requisites to. Church membership are . 
. faith .in Christ and obedience to the Gospel; that faith 

·. in Christ. necessarily exists in connection with the belief· 
· in the fnndam~ntaltruths of Christianity and that to .pre- . 

scribe any ·other· requisite of Church members ,ii:/ an as­
sumption of authority on the part of the Church, and a 
departure from· the plan of Gospel. . . 

· 7. That'the officers of a·ChurGh are elders and dea­
cons; that elders are so called bishops or pastors; that all 

· are 'equal_.in rank, though they may perform different 
functions, since some may be bishops or pastors of par­
ticular Churches, while others.·inay be simply elders, hav-

. i~g no pastoral charge._, . ' . . . . . , 
8. That the authority of the. minister of the Gospel . 

extends to teaching, exhortation and.rebuke, but 110-. fur~ 
ther; that he, ·cannot perform any act which belongs to 
the authortty of the Church, such as reception of mem­
bers in the Church compact, or the expulsion of offenders; 
that as a member of the Church. he is no more than any . · 
other member, and if he is guilty of transgression, he is 
to be brought before the brethren and convicted or acquit-
• · ~ -13- . , 
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ted in the same manner as 'if he were a private person, 
yet we think it prudent, and proper to call in advisory 
helps, especially if the minister is to be tried: upon charges 

. ; of heresy. · , 
9. That· elders and deacons may be set apart to their , , 

office by ordination, the imposition of the hands, of ,the 
presbytery· and prayer. . , 
\ 

CHURCH COVENANT 

Having given, ourselves to God, by faith in Christ, and 
adopted the Word of God as our rule of faith and practice, 
we now give ourselves to one another by' the will of God 
in this solemn covenant. · 

We pro~ise by His grace to love and obey Him in 
all thing!l, to avoid all appearance, of evil, to abstain from 
all sinful amusements and unholy conformity to the world, • , 
from all sanction of the use and sale of intoxicating 
beverages, and to '' provide things honest in the sight of 
all men." . 

· ·we agree faithfully to discharge our obligations ,in 
reference to the study of the Scriptures, secret prayer, 

- family devotions, and social worship; and,by self-denial, 
, faith, and good works endeavor to "grow in grace and the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ."· " 

We will not forsake the assembling of ourselves to: 
gether' for church conferences, public worship, and the 
observance of the ordinances of the Gospel, nor fail to' 
pay according to our-ability for the support of the church,, 
of its poor, and all its benevolent work. -. 

vJ e agree to accept Christian admonition and rgproof 
with meekness, and to watch over one another in love, 
endeavoring .to '"keep the unity of the Spirit" in the 
bonds of peace, to be ,careful of one another's happiness 
and reputation, and seek to strengthen the weak, encour­
age the afflicted~ admonish the erring, and as far as we are 
able, promote 'the success of the church and of the Gospel. 

We will everywhere hold Christian principle sacred 
and Christian obligations and enterprises supreme; count­
ing it our chief business in life ,to extend the, influence· of 
Christ in society; constantly praying and toiling that the 
Kingdom of God may come, and His will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. ' 
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To this end we agree to labor for the promotion of 
educational and denominational enterprises, the support 
of Missions, the success, of Sunday Schools, and evangel­
istic efforts for the salvation of the World. And. may the 
God of peace sanctify us wholly, and preserve us blame­
less unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
, • I 

ARTICLES OF FAITH 
' OF GOD-Article 1. There is one God and Mediator 

between God;and- men, the man Jesus Christ, who ·gave 
Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in good time. 

' ( 

OF FREE WILL-Article 2. W.e believe that tue Im­
man will is free, and that all who have heard and who 
have learned of the: Father have the ability to accept or 
reject the conditions of salvation. ., · , .. / \ . 

OF BAPTISM-Arti!!le 3. 1\fode,-And Jesus, when 
He ,vas baptized, went up straighbvay out of the water. 
~.Matt. 3. , 

And it came to pass in those days that Jesus· came 
from Nazareth and.-_was baptized of John in Jordan.­
::\Iark 1 :9. I 

Buried with 'Him in baptism, wherein ye are also risen 
with Him through faith 'of the operation of God who hath 

.raised Him _from the dead.-Col. 2 :12. 
We are buried ,yith Him in baptism,_into death, that 

like as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of 
·the Father, even so '".e also walk in newness_ of life. For 
if. we have been p_lanted together in the likeness of His 
death, ,ve shall be also in the likeness_ of His resurrection. 
-Romans 6 :4-5 . 

. ,For ye are dead and your life is hid ~vith Christ in 
God.-2Col.. 3 :3. · · ~ 

Subjects-Go ye therefore and tea'ch all nations.­
Matt. 28 :19. 

Then they that gladly received His w~rd ,vere bap­
tized.-Acts 2 :41. 

And they spake unto him the word of _the Lord, and 
to all that were in the house. And he took them the same 
hour' of the _night, and washed their stripes; and was 
baptized, he and all his straightway. And when he had 
brought them into his house, he set meat before them and 
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rejoiced, believing in God with all his house.-Acts 16:' . 
32-34. I . ·. ' . · . / 

If thou believes\ with ail thine heart thou mayest,..:_ 
Acts 8:37-39.· 1

. .· . 1 • 

Object_:_The like figure. whereunto baptism doth also 
now save• us (not putting away the filth of the flesh, but· 
the answer of a good conscience toward God) by· the .. · 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.-I -Peter 3 :21. 

THE LORD'S 'suPPER---Article 4. But let a man 
examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread and 

· drink of that cup.-I Cor. 11 :28. · 
This do in.remembrance of Me:~Luke 22 :19. 

TRE BIBLE-Articie·5. · All Scripture· is given· by. in: 
spiration of God and is profitable for doctrin~, for, re­

\ proof, for correction, for instruction in· righteousness.-
II Tim; 3 :16. ' . 
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