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ERNEST R. 80\f/EN 
3605 WEST END AVENUE 

NASHVILLE, TENN. 37205 

PROCEEDINGS 

The Seventy-Seventh Annual Session of the East Texas Di.strict 
Association of Free Will Baptist convened with the Union Arbor 
Church Friday, October 1, at ten o'clock. The meeting opened with 
song service led by Rev. Huey Gower, Moderator. 

Prayer-Rev. Robert Kimbrell. 

Mrs. Amanda Kester brought the morning Devotional from 38th 
Chapter of Psalms. 

Moderator asked for roll call of churches with following churches 
answering: Good Hope, Fellowship, Jameson Memorial, Dirgin, Mt. 
Olive, Union Arbor, Youngblood, Mt. Union, New Hope and Stewart. 

Deacons recognized were: Tim Phillips, Leman King, J. L. Ander­
son, A. J. Broome, G. 0. Parker, J. H. Fitzgerald, Charles Jameson, 
Ernie Weaver and Watt Williamson. 

Ministers were: Noah Tuttle, Mrs. Amanda Kester, Robert Kim­
brell, Gaston Clary, A; A. Williams and Huey Gower. 

Delegates were: Mrs. Gaston Clary, Mrs. Hyatt, Mrs. Tim Phil­
lips, Mrs. V. B. Stone, Mrs. Howard Hobson, Walter Graham, Mrs. 
Carlton Weaver, Mrs. Dottie Selman, Mr. Selman, Mrs. Icy Adams, 
W. T. Adams, Jr., Mrs. W. T. Adams, Jr., Mrs. Bob Kimbrell, Mrs. 
Sam Rountree, Mrs. D. J. Dollar, Mrs. Cecil Lunsford, Mrs. Winnie 
Lunsford, Jack Hartt, Mrs. Sutt Silvey, Mrs. Watt Williamson, Mrs. 
Pelham, Mrs. Claude Thompkins, Mrs. Nellie Cherry, Cage! Forbus, 
Mrs. A. E. Stokes, Mrs. Bob Bell, Mrs. Joe Ferguson, Mrs. Lester Har­
ris, Mrs. W. V. Broome. 

Visitors recognized were Mrs. Pearl Goode, Mrs. Hill and Harry 
Johnson. 

By Motion and Second the day's program was adopted with neces­
sary changes. 

Since Clerk had resigned, it was necessary to elect a Clerk. Mrs. 
Gladys Berry was unanimously elected to serve for this· session 

By Motion _and Second the Moderator was given power to appoint 
the following committees: 

OBITUARY-Mrs. Claude Thompkins, Mrs. - A; E. Stokes, J. H. 
l<'itzgerald. 

TEMPERANCE-Charles· Jameson, Mrs. Selman, Mrs. Kester. 
RESOLUTIONS-Rev. Gaston Clary, Tim Phillips, Rev. Bob 

Kimbrell: 
STANDING OF THE MINISTRY-J. L. Anderson, Leman King, 

Ernie Weaver, A. J. Broome, Walter Graham. 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION-Mrs. Gaston Clary, Mrs. Tim Phil­

lips, Mrs. Howard Hobson. 
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EVANGELISM-Mrs. V. n. Stone, Mrs. Nellie Cherry and Buster 
Adams. 

FINANCE-G. 0. Parker, Mrs. Cecil Lunsford, Mrs. Sutt Silvery. 

Merger plan was presented to the body. 

Motion and Second that Texas Quarterly Meeting be merged with 
Texas District Association under one set of ofifcers. 

After thorough discussion, vote was taken and motion carried. 

Mt. Union requested part of their Church letter read. 

Letter was read requesting that Rev. L. K. Brashier be accepted 
into this Association from Central Texas Association. 

Motion and Second that Rev. Brashier be received on presentation 
of card of standing from Central Texas Association. 

Motion carried. 

Remarks by Rev. Brashier. 

Merger disciissed again. 

Rev. Clary read letter from Rev. Mooneyham, National Executive 
Secretary, approving the merger. 

Motion and Second that letter and new Constitution and By-Law~ 
be received by body. 

Motion carried. 

By Motion and Second -recess declared before morning worship 

service. 

Song Service-!Rev. Huey Gower. 

Prayer-Rev. A. A. Williams. 

In the Morning Message, Rev. Noah Tuttle very ably pointed out 
that the need of the hour is to "Lift Up The Standard." He used the 
59th Chapter of Issiah for his Scripture. Message was concluded with 

prayer. 

Lunch announced by host church. 

Prayer-Rev. Kimbrell. 
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FRIDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 

Song Service-Rey. Gower. 
Prayer-Rev. L. K. Brashier. 
Devoitonal-Rev. A. A. Williams. He used the 6th Chapter of 

Galatians with special emphasis on the 10th verse. 
New Constitution and By-Laws were discussed. 
Motion and Second that Rev. Clary read and explain Constitution 

nnd By-Laws that he had drawn up, 
Motion carried. 
Discussion held and necessary changes made. 
Motion and Second that name be changed to East Texas District 

Association. 
Motion carried. 
By Motion and Second new Constitution and By-Laws were adopt­

• eel with added Amendments. 

By Motion and Second officers elected at last Quarterly Meeting 
were retained to serve as officers for the. new organization. 

Those officers were: 

Rev. Gaston Clary, Moderator. 
Rev. A. A. Williams, Ass't. Moderator. 
Mrs. Gladys Berry, Clerk-Treasurer. 

Mrs Joe Ferguson and Mrs. Gaston Clary were nominated for 
Ass't. Clerk. Mrs. Clary was elected. 

The following were nominated for Ordaining Council: Rev. J. M. 
Goode, Rev. Gaston Clary, Rev. A. A. Williams, Rev. C. D. Stegal, 
Rev Bob Kimbrell, J. L Anderson and Charles Jameson. Revs. Goode, 
Clary, Williams and J. L. Anderson and Charles Jameson were elected. 

Discussion on procedure for ordination of Deacons. 

Short reports ·were given on League Encampment, Woman's Aux­

iliary, Orphanage, Missions and Superannuation. 

By Motion and Second, body voted to adjourn. 
Benediction-Charles Jameson. 

FRIDAY NIGHT SESSION 

Song Service-Clifton Weave!-" • 
. . ~ayer-~ev. Kimbrell. 

Rev. Kimbrell brought the evening· message from John: 1-21 with 
John 3:16 as his, text. 

Prayer-Rev. Kimbrell. 
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SATURDAY MORNING SESSION 

Song Service-Rev. Gower. 
Prayer-Rev. J. M. Goode. 
Devotional from 116th Psalm was brought by Rev. C. F. Ferguson. 
The following, who were not present Friday were recognized: 
Ministers: Rev. J. M. Goode, Rev. S. P. Griffin and Rev. C F. 

Ferguson 
Deacons: Fred Grant, John Gothard, Homer Ferguson and P. H. 

Graves. 
Delegates: Mrs. Ethel Carmichael, Leroy Anderson, Mrs. Jack 

Hampton, Mrs. Edwin Gray, Mrs. Lois Rogers, Buster Oliver, Mrs. 
Pearl Graham, Mrs. Inez Weaver, Sam Rountree. 

Visitors: Mrs. C. E. Sparks and Mr. and Mrs. Hilburn. 
Obituary report read and adopted with silent prayer concluded by 

Rev. Gower. 
Resolutions Committee excused to work on report. 
J: L. Anderson, Chairman of committee on Standing of the Minis­

try, asked that Moderator appoint delegates to take absent commit­
tee members place. 

The following were appointed: P. H. Graves, Fred Grant and 
Sam Rountree. 

Christian Education report read and adopted • 
. By Motion and _Second Mt. Olive was chosen for next meeting 

place: 
Resolutions committee read and adopted item by item. 
Amendments to Constitution and By-Laws brought before body 

by Rev. Clary. 
Article V. Representation. 
Article VI., Section II. Clerk's salary. 
On Motion· and Second, Moderator committee composed of Rev. 

Gaston Clary;· Rev. J. M. Goode and Tim Phillips to prepare these 
amendments. · 

Printing of Minutes discussed. 
Amendments to Constitution placed on table. 
Motion and Second to adjourn for short recess. 
Prayer-Rev. A. A. Williams. 
Song Service-Rev. Gower. 
Prayer by Revs. Griffin and Gower. 
Message from Mark 13:28-37 was brought by Rev. J. M. Goode. 

Ht/ used "Watch-and Pray" as his subject. 
Song..:......Rev. Gower. 
Prayer-Rev. A. A. Williams. 
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SATURDA Y AFTERNOON SESSION 

Song Service-Rev. J. M. Goode. 

Prayer-Rev. C. F. Ferguson 

Rev. S. P. Griffin brought the devotional from 5th Chapter of 
Gospel of Mark. 

Tabled amendments were read to body. 
Amendments were adopted on motion and second. 
Finis Rogers, deacon from Good Hope, was recognized. 
Discussion on printing of Minutes. 
By Motion and Second body voted to have 200 copies printed and 

give Clerk authority to contact several places for prices and take best 
offer. 

Temperance report read and adopted. 

Plans for State Association were discussed. 

On motion Chair appointed the following to make arrangements 
for overnight guests: 

BUNCOMBE-Mrs. Ethel Carmichael. 
COMPTON-Mrs. Retha Broome. 
GOOD HOPE-Mrs. Gaston Clary. 
STEWART-Mrs. Watt Williamson. 
UNION ARBOR-Miss Avis Kinard. 
NEW HOPE-Mrs. C. F. Ferguson. 
DIRGIN-Mrs. Edwin Gray. 
FELLOWSHIP-Mrs. Sam Rountree. 
JAMESON MEMORIAL-Mrs. V. B. Stone 
YOUNGBLOOD-Mrs. Claude Thompkins. 
KILGORE-Mrs. S. P. Griffin. 
MT. UNION-Mrs. Jack Hart. 

Food Committee: Mrs. Gaston Clary, Mrs. Dill Derry and Mrs. 
V. B. Stone. 

Following delegates to State Association were nominated: Mrs: 
Jake Fears, Mrs. Gaston Clary, Mrs. J. M. Goode, Mrs. C. F. Fergu­
son, Mrs Bill Berry, Mrs. A. E. Stokes, Mrs. Ethel Carmichael a11 

Mrs. Alma Williamson. 

By motion nomination ceased and. delegates were elected by ac­
~lamation. 

Rev. Clary announced that "Back to Church'1 stickers and pos.tcrs 
were available; 
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League conference was announced at Mt. Olive, Oct. 8. 

Song Service-Rev. Gower. 

Prayer-Rev. C. F. Ferguson, 

Standing of The Ministry report was read and adopted after much 
discussion. The vote was 17 for and 10 against adopting it. 

On Motion and Second the following charges read by Rev. Clary 
against Rev. Tuttle and Rev. Gower were adopted: 

"I, Gaston Clary, a minister in good standing in the Texas 
District Association of Free Will Baptists and a member and 
Pastor of Good Hope Free Will Baptist Church, make the fol­
lowing charges against Noah G. Tuttle and Huey Gower and re­
quest this association to deprive them of their credentials as 
Free Will Baptist Ministers if these charges are found to be true. 

1. They are advocates of a second work of Grace to which 
our · church is definitely opposed. 

2.- They brought in individuals who are not licensed to or 
ordained to preach an,d are not Free Will Baptist and are ad­
vocates of doctrine contrary to Free Will Baptist belief and 
practice and sponsored their appearance in several of our 
churches. 

3. They are teaching and preaching that Divine Healing 
is Co-equal with Salvation and was provided for in the bruised 
body of Christ to the extent that those who believe can grow 
limbs that have been severed from the body. 

4. That Infirmity in the Christian is caused by sin and if 
they would not sin they would not be sick. 

5. Through p.reaching of doctrine contrary to Free Will 
Baptist belief they have caused reproach on the Free Will Bap­
tist denomination and have caused irreparable damage to the 
Texas District Association and to Free Will Baptists of this 
Area." 

GASTON CLARY. 

The motion passed 17 for and 14 against adoption. 

On Motion and Second body voted to adjourn. 

Prayer-Rev. J. M. Goode. 

MRS. GLADYS BERRY, Clerk. 



COMMITTEE REPORTS 

- OBITUARY -

We, your Committee on Obituary, report the following deaths the 

past year: Mrs. Mary D. Lunsford, Mrs. Mollie Stafford, Mrs. Laura 

Lumus, Mr. H. E. Broome, Jessie Lee Tompkins, Mrs.,Eva Hill- Sharp, 

T. J. Maxwell, Mrs. Martha Waits, l\fr. and Mrs. Marshall Pool, Mrs. 

Godwin, Charlie Sipes, E. B. Whitley and Dannie Clinton Oliver. 

We recomemnd that this body stand for a moment of silent pray­

er concluded by the l\foderator. 

MRS. CLAUD TOMPKINS 

MRS. A. E. STOKES 

J. T. FITZGERALD 

- RESOLUTIONS -

We, your Resolutions Committee wish to submit the following re­
port: 

1. Whereas the ·wesley Calvarys are Texas Free Will Baptist 

and planning to sail for Japan on Oct. 29, 1954, to serve as our Mis­
sionaries, be it resolved that this District Association promote their 
support and encourage individuals and corporations to give systematical­
ly to the "Calvary Fund." 

2. Whereas the Free Will Baptist Encampment is a joint enter­
prise between the Central Texas and the East Texas Association and 
whereas the expenses of the camp are paid by these associations, be 
it resolved that this association -contribute $100 to this fund. 

3. Be it resolved that we give thanks to God and to host Church 
for the splendid way in which we have been entertained. 

REV. GASTON CLARY 

· TIM PHILLIPS 

, REV. ROBERT KIMBRELL 
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- CHRISTIAN EDUCATION -

We, your Committee on Christian Education, wish to report that 
four of our churches reported Vacation Bible Schools. Twenty from 
this District attended our Encampment at Pineywoods. One student 
is in our Free Will Baptist Bible College. 

MRS. GASTON CLARY 

MRS. TIM PHILLIPS 

MRS. HOW ARD HOBSON 

- TEMPERANCE -

We, your Committee on Temperance, beg to submit the following 
report: We beg our people to take every precaution against intemper­
ance of any kind-We especially urge the abstainance from intoxicat­
ing beverages and the liquor traffic. We urge our people to be temper­
ate in all things. 

CHARLES JAMESON 

AMANDA J. KESTER 

DOLLIE B. SELMAN 

- STANDING OF THE MINISTRY -

We, your Committee on Standing of the Ministry, recommend that 
the following ministers be issued a card of Good Standing in the East 
Texas District Association: Rev. Gaston Clary, Rev. J. M. Goode, Rev. 
A. A. Williams, Rev. S. P. Griffin, Rev. Floyd Ferguson, Rev. Robert 

Kimbrell and Rev. Mrs. Amanda J. Kester. 

J. L. ANDERSON 

P. H. GRAVES 

FRED GRANT 

E. WEAVER 

S. ROUNTREE 
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- TREASURER'S REPORT -

Balance from Quarterly Meeting Funds 
Balance from Association Funds 
Received from Association Letters 
Received from Quarterly Meeting Letters 
Received from Ministers Letters 

Expense: 
Program printing 
Clerk hire 
State Dues 

$ 2.00. 
10.00 
15.00 

Balance in Treasury _____________ _ 

$ 24.80 
6;30 

55.00 
16.00 

7.00 

$109.10 

--·-
$82.10 
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CONSTITUTION 

We, the members of the Free Will Baptist denomination, having 
been baptized upon a profession of faith in Jesus Christ, and realizing 
the necessity of a bond of union and fellowship among us as a church: 
To protect the Free Will Baptist Doctriae as set forth by the Free 
Will Baptist Treatise; And promote the spreading of the Gospel of 
Christ, do ordain and establish this Constitution. 

ARTICLE I 

NAME-This organization shall be known as the East Texas Dis­
trict Association of Free Will Baptist. 

ARTICLE II 

PURPOSE-The purpose of this association shall be to llring 
unity among the Churches and to bring them together in such a man­
ner that they will be able to plan work that will result in the spread­
ing of the Gospel. 

ARTICLE III 

MEMBERSHIP-Membership in this orgnization shall be limit­
ed to regularly organized and well disciplined Free Will Baptist 
Churches which accept and teach Free Will Baptist Doctrine as set 
forth in the Treatise of Faith and Practices of The Free Will Bap­
tist of the National Association. Any church, meeting the above re: 
quirements, may upon proper application become a member by a ma­
jority vot~ of the Association. 

ARTICLE IV 

COMPOSITION-This Association shall consist of all ordained 
and licensed ministers and ordained deacons, who are Free Will Bap­
tist in good standing and members of churches of the association. Also 
delegates appointed or elected by member churches. 

ARTICLE V 

REPRESENTATION.....;Each church composed of fifty members or 
less shall be entitled to two delegates. Churches having more than 
fifty members shall be entitled to one additional delegate ·for each 
additional fifty members or fractional part thereof. 

Amendment-No church shall be entitled to more than five dele­
gates, regardless of size of membership. 
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ARTICLE VI 

FINANCE-The work of this association shall be financed by 
the churches of which it is composed. Each church entitled to two 
delegates shall send four dollars together with a written report, ap­
proved by the association to the Clerk one week in advance of each 
regular session. Churches entitled to more than two delegates shall 
send an additional dollar for each additional, delegate. 

Section 2. The Clerk shall receive Ten Dollars ($10.00) annually 
for service. 

Amendment-The item on Clerk's salary shall be changed to read 
Twenty-Five Dollars. annually. 

Section 3. The duties of the Clerk shall be to make records of 
all association business, do necessary correspondence, and to prepare 
Manuscript of Minutes for printing . 

Section 4. The duties of Assistant Clerk shall be to assist Clerk. 

ARTICLE VII 

QUORUM-Representation from five churches of the association 
shall be declared a quorum at any regular or called session of the 
association. 

ARTICLE VIII 

DISCIPLINE-This association shall have power to discipline mem­
her churches and to withdraw fellowship from any church when its 
action is inconsistent with the Doctrine of Free Will Baptists as set 
forth in the Free Will Baptist Treatise. 

ARTICLE IX 

MINISTERS-Section 1. Every pastor who holds membership in 
this association should be a member of a church under his care. 

Section 2. When a church desires to license or ordain one of its 
members to preach the Gospel, it should request the association to 
examine same through its Ordaining Council, and should agree to 
abide by the recommendation of its Ordaining Council. 

Section 3. A Minister, who is a member of this association and 
who is subject to discipline for unChristian or unsound doctrine or doc­
trine contrary to Free Will Baptist belief as set forth in the Free 
Will Baptist Treatise of the National Association, -shall be brought to 
trial · by the Church of which he is a in ember; or by this East Texas 
District Association. The Ordaining Council must sit in the confer­
ence in an advisory capacity. 

Section 4. All Ministers of this association shall make annual 
reports in writing to the Annual Session of this association. 

j 
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ARTICLE X 

OFFICERS-The officers of this association shall be a Modera­
tor, an assistant Moderator, a Clerk-Treasurer and an assistant Clerk. 
These officers shall be elected at each annual session by vote of the 
body. They shall serve as an Executive Committee of the Association 
and shall have power to transact business between sessions. This com­
mittee shall make written report to each regular session of all busi­
ness transacted between sessions·. 

Section 2. Committees, as necessary shall be appointed by the 
Moderator, unless otherwise provided for, and shall hold office until 
their work is completed, or until their successors are elected. 

ARTICLE XI 

SESSIONS-The regular sessions of this association shall be on 
Saturday before the second Sunday in January, April, and July and 
on Friday and Saturday before the second Sunday in October, at a 
place designated by vote of the association at its previous regular 
session. Adjourned sessions may be called by the Moderator or by a 
majority of the Executive Committee. The Executive Committee must 
call an adjourned session at the request of as many as· three churches, 
if the requests are in writing. 

Section 2. The association shall receive written reports from the 
churches of which it is composed on approved forms and such other 

. reports that do not violate this Constitution. These reports, shall be 
received quarterly and shall cover the preceding church quarter, ex! 
cept the report to the annual session in October which shall cover 
the entire Church year. 

ARTICLE XII 

· COUNCIL-The Ordaining Council shall consist of five members, 
whose term of office shall be one year. Each member of the Council 
shall be re-elected or replaced at each annual session. 

_ Section 2. The duties of the Ordaining Council shall be: to ex­
amine each applicant for license to preach the Gospel, or ordination; 
Make appropriate recommendation on the basis of such examination; 
to examine the Ministers' reports, and make proper recommendation 
on b

0

asis of findings; to sit in Church Conference or Meetings (regular 
or adjourned) of this association in an advisory capacity when minis­
t.ers are on trial for reasons s.et forth in Art. IX, Section 3; And to 
serve ~s a Credentials Committee at each session. 
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ARTICLE XIII 

BOARDS-The Board of Trustees of the Student Lonn Fund shall 
be composed of five members. The members are to be elected on the 
following basis: two members for a term of one year; two members 
for a term of two years; and one member for a term of three years. 
After which all members shall be elected to serve three year terms. 

Section 2. The duties of The Board of Trustees of the Student 
Loan Fund shall be to supervise and promote this enterprise. The Board 
shall have power to organize itself and devise its own government in 
harmony with principles of this association. 

Section 3. The Board shall make a written report of work and 
funds to each annual session of this association. 

ARTICLE XIV 

AUXILIARIES-The East Texas District Womans Auxiliary Con­
vention and other organizations shall be recognized as subordinate or­
ganizations, They shall organize at their own discretion, and have pow­
er to adopt their Constitution and By-Laws, and to maintain complete 
management of the work for which they are constituted. The scope 
and character of the work of these organizations shall conform to the 
general program and plans of this association. They shall report their 
accomplishments annually to the association. 

ARTICLE XV 

This Constitution may be amended at any regular· session of this 
body, provided the proposed amendment is presented to the body in 
writing at the session immediately preceding the one in which the 
vote is taken. Any recess of activities of association shall be consider­
ed sufficient to declare a new session for this purpose. 



-1:i.-­

HY-LAWS 

ARTICLE I 

Each session and adjourned session of this association shall be 
called to order by the Moderator and shall be opened with prayer. Each 
session shall be closed with prayer. In the absence o fthe Moderator, 
the body may be called to order by any member of the Executive 
Committee. 

ARTICLE II 

This association shall hold ~orresondence by Messenger or other­
wise with other religious bodies as it may deem advisable. 

ARTICLE III 

Conference will sit with open doors except when it goes into com­
mittee of the whole. 

ARTICLE IV 

Any person, not of this conference, may be allowed to take part 
in discussion with permission of body. However, voting power is grant­
ed only to standing and duly elected or appointed delegates. 

ARTICLE V 

It shall be the duty of the Clerk to maintain a permanent record 
of all activities and business transactions of the body. These records 
arc to be produced by the Clerk upon request of the association. 

ARTICLE VI 

The conference may determine the time when its daily sessions 
begin and close. 

ARTICLE VII 

It shall be the duty of all the members of the association to be 
present at the time appointed for each daily session; and anyone wish­
ing to retire must first obtain leave of the Moderator. 

ARTICLE VIII 

A member wishing to make a motion or to speak in conference 
shnll first rise, address the Moderator and be recognized by him, be­
fore proceeding. A member may second a motion without rising or 
addressing the Moderator. 
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ARTICLE IX 

No person shall be allowed to nominate more than one person or 
member on any committee, provided the one nominated be elected. 

ARTICLE X 

No person shall be allowed to speak more than ten minutes at any 
one time, nor more than twice on any one subject without leave of 
the conference. 

ARTICLE XI 

The following committees shall be appointed at each sitting of 
the association: Resolutions, at the annual session three additional 
committees shall be elected: Program, Obituary and Nominating. 

ARTICLE XII 

The program of each session of the association shall be prepared 
by the regularly elected or appointed Program Committee. Programs 
to be distributed not less than two weeks in advance of date of assoc­
iation session. 

ARTICLE XIII 

The Minutes shall be carefully read and corrected before ad­
journment. 

ARTICLE XIV 

The Constitution and By-Laws of this Conference shall be read 
at each annual session of this association. 

ARTICLE XV 

These By-Laws may be amended by a two-thirds majority vote 
of the members present at any regular session, providing the propos­
ed amendment has been presented to the body in writing at session 
immediately preceding the one in which the vote is taken. Any recess 
of the association shall be considered sufficient to declare a new ses­
sion for this purpose. 
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